
I These are the proverbs of Solomon, Daüd's son, king of
Israel.

z Their purpose is to teach people wisdom and discipline,
to help them understand the insights of the wise.

I Their purpose is to teach people to live discipllned and
successful lives,

to help them do what is right,,ust, and fair.
a These proverbs will give insight to the simple,

knowledge and discernment to the young.

5 Let the wise listen to these proverbs and become
even wiser.

Let those with understanding receive guidance
o by exploring the meaning in these proverbs and parables,

the words of the wise and their riddles.
7 Fear of the LoRD is the foundation of true knowledge,

but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

A Father's Exhortation: Acquire Wisdom
8 My child,* listen when your father corrects yolr.

Don't neglect your mother's instruction.
e What you leam from them will crown you !ÿith $ace

and be a chain of honor around your neck.
1o My child, if sinners entice you,

tum your back on theml
rr They may say, "Come and join us.

Let's hide and kill someonel

lust for fun, Iet's ambush the innocent!
r2 Let's swallow them alive, iike the grave+;

let's swallow them whole, like those who go down
to the pit of death.

13 Think of the gleat things we'll getl
We'll fill our houses with all the stuff we take,

14 Come, throw in your lot \ryith us;
we'll all share the loot."

t s My child, don't go along with them!
Stay far away from their paths.

16 They rush to commit evil deeds.
They hurry to commit murder.

17 If a bird sees a trap being set,
it knows to stay away.

1 :8 Hebrew MU sor; also in I i I 0, I 5. 1 i1 2 Hebrry like Sheol.

r8 But these people set an ambush for themselves;
they are trying to get themselves killed.

1e Such is the fate of all who are greedy for money;
it robs them of life.

Wisdom Shouts in the Streets
20 Wisdom shouts in the streets.

She cries out in the public square.
21 She calls to the crowds along the main street,

to those gathered in front of the city gate:
22 "How long,you simpletons,

will you insist on being simpleminded?
How long\,ÿill you mockers relish your mocking?

How long will you fools hate knowledge?
2r Come and listen to mycounsel.

I'll share my heart with you
and make you wise.

24 "l called you so often, but you wouldn't come.
I reached out to you, but you paid no attention.

2s You ignored my advice
and reiected the correction I offered.

26 So I will laugh when you are in trouble!
I will mock you when disaster overtakes you-

zz when calamiÿ overtakes you like a storm,
when disaster engulfs you like a cyclone,
and anguish and distress overwhelm you.

28 "when they cry for help, I will not answer.
Though they anxiously search for me, they will

not find me.
,e Fortheyhated knowledge

and chose not to fear the LoRD.
30 Theyrejected myâdvice

and paid no attention when I conected them.
31 Therefore, they must eat the bitter fruit of liüng their

own way,
choking on their own schemes.

32 For simpletons tum away from me-to death.
Fools are destroyed by their own complacency.

i3 But all who listen to me will live in peace,
untroubled by fear of harm."

::nefits of Wisdom
i child,* listen to what I say,
and treasure my commands.

. your ears to wisdom,
r d concentrate on understanding.
, ut for insight,
-.d ask for understanding.
':il for them as you would for silver;
-ek them like hidden treasures.
, you wili understand what it means to fear

thE LORD,

,d you will gain knowledge of God.
:he LoRD grants wisdom!

':cm his mouth come knowledge and
understanding.

.-iants a treasure of common sense to the honr
-.. is a shield to those who walk with integdty.
:uards the paths of the just
,1d protects those who are faithful to him.

.r you will understand what is right, just, and f,
,rd you will find the right way to go.

risdom will enter your heart,
rd knowledge will fill you with joy.

..: choices will watch over you.
rderstanding will keep you sale.

,lom will save you from evil people,
:om those whose words are twisted.

.se men turn from the right way
r walk down dark paths.

, r take pleasure in doing wrong,
:nd they enjoy the twisted ways of evil.
.:r actions are crooked,
:nd their ways are wrong.

.dom will save you from the immoral woman,
-om the seductive words of the promiscuous

woman.
: has abandoned her husband
:id ignores the covenant she made before God
':ring her house leads to death;
: is the road to the $ave.*
. man who visits her is doomed.
ie will never reach the paths of life.

rw the steps of good men instead,
.,nd stay on the paths of the righteous.
- cnly the godlywill live in the land,
rnd those with inte$ity \,ÿill remain in it.
rhe wicked will be removed from the land,

:nd the treacherous will be uprooted.

:ing in the LoRD
.ly child,+ never forget the things I have taught

Store my commands in your heart.
ru do this, you will live many years,

.rnd your life will be satisfying.
er let loya§ and kindness }eave you!

-ie them around your neck as a reminder.
.ÿrite them deep \,ÿithin your heart.
, n you will find favor with both God and peopk
,nd you will earn a good reputation.

rst in the LoRD with all your heart;
ro not depend on your own understanding.

, < his will in all you do,
:rd he will show you which path to take.
.a\ÿ MA son.
i. his child@.

2t18Heûew to the
Compare Heb I 2:6.

s,i/its of the dead. 3:1 L

3:34 Greek version reac

Pnovnnas
Author Solomon, Agur, and Lemuel, according to.lewish tradition

Date Written Uncertain, perhaps around 960 8.c., early in Solomon's reign
Content Knowledge is good, but wisdom is even better. Knowledge can help you pass tests and

accomplish tasks, but wisdom will guide you through the most important decisions in life.
The book of Proverbs was written by Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived. lt contains
hundreds of sho(, simple statements about how to live wisely and an assortment of longer
passages that express wisdom with a bit more detail. These proverbs, however, are more the
just wise sayings of the sort we find in môst cultures. They are not a haphazard collection of
commonsense directives. These proverbs expressly state, "Fear of the LORD is the foundation ;
wisdom" (9:10). Respect for Cod is the foundation for these wise sayings. They help the reaê
to distinguish between two paths: the way of the wise and the way of the fool. They deal witr
almost all the major areas of life, including growing up, parenting, social justice, wise speech
wor( marriage, sexuality, and money.

The Purpose of Proverbs
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7 Don't be impressed with your own wisdom.

Instead, fear the LoRD and turn away from eüI.
a Then you will have healing for your body

and strength for your bones.
e Honor the LoRD with your \.ÿealth

and with the best part of everÿthing you produce.
r0 Then he vÿill fill your barns with grain,

and your vats will overflowwith good wine.
rr My child, don't reiect the Lono's discipline,

and don't be upset when he corrects you.
12 For the LoRD corrects those he loves,

just as a father conects a child in whom
he delights.*

1r Jolful is the person who finds wisdom,
the one who gains understanding.

14 For wisdom is more profitable than silver,
and her wages are better than gold.

r5 Wisdom is more precious than rubies;
nothing you desire can compare with her.

16 She offers you long life in her right hand,
and riches and honor in her left.

1/ She will guide you down delightful paths;
all her ways are satisÿing.

r8 Wisdom is a tree of life to those who embrace her;
happy are those who hold her tightly.

te By wisdom the LoRD founded the earth;
by understanding he created the heavens.

,o By his knowledge the deep fountains of the earth
burst forth,

and the dew settles beneath the night sky.
2t My child, don't lose sight of common sense and

discemment.
Hang on to them,

22 for theywill refresh your soul.
They are like jewels on a necklace.

23 Theykeep you safe on yourway,
and your feet will not stumble.

24 You can go to b€d without fear;
you \,vill lie down and sleep soundl)'.

2s You need not be afraid of sudden disaster
or the destruction that comes upon the wicked,

26 forthe LoRD is vour securin
He \{ill keep \'our ioot from being caught in a trap.

,7 Do not \\lthhoid gcoi from thosewhodeserve it
$,hen it's ln rcur power to help them.

2E If I'ou can lelp r 0ur netghbor now, don't say,
"Come back tomonow, and then I,ll help you.,,

a Don't plot harn against your neighbor,
for those \\ ho li\ e nearby trust you.

30 Don't pick a fight \ljthout reason,
when no one has done you harm.

3r Don't eny)- \ioient people
or copy thelr \raÿs.

3, Such wicked pe0ple are detestable to the LoRD,
but he offers his friendship to the godly.

33 The LoRD curses the house of the wicked,
but he blesses the home of the upright.

pilnishes thase he
4i6; I Pet 5:5.

- the LoRD \,vith all your heart; 34 The LoRD mocks the mockers
_rt depend on your own understandinS. but is gracious to the humble.*

'willinallyoudo, 15 Thewiseinherithonor,
-.e will showyou which path to take. but fools are put to shame!

, \Jr. 2:lSHebrewtothespirt\oJthedead. 3:l HebrewMyso4;alsoin3:11,21 3:l2GreekversionreadsÀtu he
':ldld.compareHebl2:6.3:34Greekversionteads'Ihernwopposestheÿoud/butfavo$thehwble.coûparclas,
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A Father's Wise Advice

4
1 My children,+ listen when your father corrects you.

Pay attention and learn good,udgment,
, for I am giüngyou good guidance.

Don't turn away from mi" instructions.
3 For I, too,was once my fathe/s son,

tenderly loved as my rnother's only child.

4 Myfathertaughtme,
"Take my words to heart.

Follow my commands, and you will live.
s Get wisdom; develop good judgment.

Don't forget my words or turn away from them.
6 Don't turn your back on wisdom, for she will

protect you.
Love her, and she will guard you.

7 Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do!
And whatever else you Co, develop good

judgment.
8 If you prize wisdom, she \^/ill make you great.

Embrace her, and she will honor you.
e She will place a lovely wreath on your head;

she will present ),ou with a beautiful crown."

r0 My child," listen to me and do as I say,

and you will have a long, good life.
t1 I will teach you wisdom's ways

and lead you in straight paths.
12 When you walk, you won't be held back;

when you run, you won't stumble.
r 3 Take hold of my instructions; don't let them go.

Guard them, for they are the key to life.

r4 Don't do as the wicked do,
and don't follow the path of eüldoers.

r 5 Don't even think about lt; don't go that way.
Turn away anC keep moung.

16 For evil peôple can't sleep until they've done their
evil deed for the day.

They can't rest until theyte caused someone
to stumbie.

r7 They eat the food ofwickedness
and drink the wine of vioiencel

r8 The way ôf the righteous is iike the first gleam
of dawn,

which shines ever brighter until the full light
of day.

re But the way of the wicked is like total darkness.
They have no idea what they are stumbling over

'?o 
My child, pay attention to what I say.

Listen carefully to mywortls.
2r Don'tlose sight of them.

Let them penetrate deep into your heart,
22 for they bring life to thûse who find them,

and healing to their whole body.

23 Guard your h.eart above all else,

for it determines the course of your life.

24 Avoid all perverse talk:
stay away from corrupt speech.

2s Look straight ahead,
and fix your eyes on what lies before you.

,6 Mark out a straight path for your feet;
stay on the safe path.

27 Don't get sidetracked;
keep your feet from following evil.

î*['t:îiffitriffi;J
. ;iü.[î*s,ri.i',ffi*[, I

her steps lead straight to the srave.* 
-6 Forshecâresnothingîbourtheiathiolife. I

, r" i**î;:i'x.xotea 
tiair ana aoem't 
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what I am about to sa,: 
t

Don',tgonearthedoorofherhouse! I
'':îi1iiliiil§::.'',".ïi3Iï':.uyourraveacr,l
lostrangerswillconsumeyourwealth, I
,,," iLo.îirffi lËHll ix'."Jfff-it 

or vour \
', '"Tlfil,xÏi3iii,î:ffii'':I',iT:l IIf only I had not ignored all the wamings! f
rr oh,whydidn'tllistentomyteachers? I

Why didn't I pay attention to my instructors? I
14 I havecometothebrinkofutterruin, t

and now I must face public disgrace " t
15 Drinkwaterfromyourownwell- I

share your love'onlywith your\,ÿife.* I
16 Why spill the water of your springs in the streets, I

haüngsexwith just anyone?* |
r7 Youshouldreserveitforyourselves. I

Never share it with strangers. 
.

18 Letyourwifebeafountainofblessingforyou. )
Rejoice in the wife ofyour youth. ''

Ie Sheisalovingdeer,a$acefuldoe. r

Let her breasts satisfy you always.
May you always be capti'rated by her love.

20 \{hy be captivated, my son, by an immoral woman,
or fondle the breasts of a promiscuous woman?

2r For the LoRD sees clearly what a man does,

examining every path he takes.
:z An eül man is held captive by his own sins;

they are ropes that catch and hold him.
23 He will die for lack of self-control;

he will be lost because of his geat foolishness.

Lessons for Daily Life

6
1 My child,* ifyou have put up security for

a friend's debt
or a$eed to guarantee the debt of a stranger-

, if you have trapped yourself by your agreement
and are caught bywhat you said-

r follow myadüce and save yourself,
for you have placed yourself at your friend's mercy.

Now swallow your pride;
go and beg to have your name erased.

4 Don't put it off; do it now!
Don't rest until you do.

5 Save yourself like a gazelle escaping from a hunter,
like a bird fleeing from a net.

, .:sson from the ants, you lazybones.
,ï irom theirways and become ursel
-:: theyhavenoprince

. J\,ernôr or ruler to make them work,

.lor hard all summer,
: :ering food for the winter.

L laz,vbones, how long will you sleep?
- en will you wake up?
. extra sleep, a little more slumber,

1e [o]ding of the hands 1o rest-
roverty\^riil pounce on you like a bandit;
r:city will attack you like an armed robber

.: are worthless and wicked people like?
: ey are constant liars,

their deceit \^/ith a v/ink of the eye,
of the foot, or the wiggle offingers

hearts plot eüI,
constantly stir up trouble.
be destroyed suddenly,

rroken in an installt beyond all hope of healir
-.:e are six things the LoRD hates-

-ro, seven things he detests:
, ighty eyes,
i lying tongue,
r.ands that kill the innocent,

- eart that plots eül,
eet that race to do wrong,

'a1se witness who pours out Iies,
a person who sows discord in a family.

:,. son, obey your father's commands,
and don't neglect your mother's instruction.

.:ep their words always in your heart.
Tie them around your neck.

,hen you walk, their counsel wili lead you.
When you sleep, they will protect yôu.

',\tlen ]iou wake up, they will adüse vou.
- rr their comrr,and is a lamp

ând their instuction a light;
reir corrective discipiine

is the way t0 life.
Ir will keep you from the immoralwoman,

irom the smooth longue of a promiscuous s
lon't lust fcr h.er beauiy.

Don't let her coy glances seduce you.
Fcr a prostitute will bring you to povertv,*

but sleeping with another man's wife will cos
you your life.

Can â man scoop a flame into his lap
and not have his clothes catch on fire?

I Canhewalkonhotcoals
and not blister his feel?

' So it is with the man who sleeps with another
man's wife.

He who embraces her will not go unpunished
r Excuses might be found for a thief

who steals because he is starving.
I But if he is caught, he must pay back seven time:

what he stole,
even if he has to sell everything in his house.

r? But the man who commits adultery is an utter fc
for he destroys himself.

13 He will be wounded and disgraced.
His shame will never be erased.

r1 For the woman's jealous husband will be furious
6:2é Heû ew to a baf d br ead. 7,2 Hebr ew 6 the pupil of uour t
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and he will show no mercy when he takes revenge.
35 He \.vill accept no compensation,

nor be satisfied with a palioff of any size.

Another Warning about lmmoral Women
7 I Follow mv adüce, my son;

/ always treanrre my commands.
2 obeymy commands and livel

Guard my instructions as you guard your own eyes.*
I Tie them on your fingers as a reminder.

Write them deep within your heart.

4 Love \^/isdom like a sister;
make insight a beloved member of your family.

s Let them protect you from an affair with an immoral
woman,

from listening to the flattery of a promiscuous
woman.

6 While Iwas at the window of myhouse,
looking through the curtain,

7 I saw some naive young men,
and one in particular who lacked common sense.

6 He was crossing the street near the house of an
inrmoral woman,

strolling down the path by her house.
e It was at twilight, in the evening,

as deep darkness fell.
10 The womân approached him,

seductively dressed and sly of heart.
rr She was the brash, rebellious §pe,

never content to stay at home.
r2 She is often in the streets and markets,

soliciting at every corner.
13 She threw her arms around him and kissed him,

and with a brazen look she said,
r4 "l'\e ju:.t made my peace offerings

and fulfilled my vows.
1s You're the one I was looking forl

I came out to find you, and here you are!
r6 My bed is spread with beautiful blankets,

v/ith colored sheets of Eglptian linen.
17 i've perfumed my bed

with m),rrh, aloes, and c'innamon.
18 Come, let's drink ow fill of love until morning.

Let's enioy each other's caresses,
1e for my husband is not home.

He's away on a long trip.
20 He has taken a wallet full of money wilh him

and rMont reium unül later this month.+"

zt So she seduced him yÿiü her pretty speech
and enticed himwilh her flattery.

z He follov/ed h€r at once,
like an ox goingto the slaughter.

Hewas hke a sEgcaught in a trap,
B awàiling the arrow that v/ould pierce its heart.

He rvas like a bird flying into a snare,
Iittle knowing it would cost him his ]ife.

24 So listen to rne, my sons,
and pay attmtion to my words.

2s Don't let youl hearts sEay away toward her.
Don't wander down her waywârd path.

26 For she has been the ruin of many;
many men have been her üctims.

27 Her house is the road to the grave.*
Her bedroom is the den of death.

Tt2OHebte\ÿ untîl the moon it ful1. 7i27 Hebte\ÿ to SheaL

ffi;F
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Wisdom Calls for a Hearing

8
I Listen as Wisdom calls out!

Hear as understanding raises her voice!
2 On the hilltop along the road,

she takes her stand at the crossroads.
3 By the gates at the entrance to the town,

on the road leading in, she cries aloud,
a "Icalltoyou,toallof youl

I raise myvoice to all people.
s You simple people, use good judgment.

You foolish people, show some understanding.
6 Listen to mel For I have important things to tell you.

Everything I say is right,
7 for I speak the truth

and detest everykind of deception.
a Myadüceiswholesome.

There is nothing deüous or crooked in it.
e My words are plain to anyone with understanding,

clear to those with knowledge.
r0 Choose my instruction rather than silver,

and knowledge rather than pure gold.
r1 For wisdom is far more valuable than rubies.

Nothing you desire can compare \.vith it.
12 "I, Wisdom, live together with good judgment.

I know l,ÿhere to discover knowledge and
discemment.

13 All who fear the LoRD will hate eül.
Therefore, I hate pride and arrogance,
corruption and perverse speech.

14 Common sense and success belong to me.
Insight and strength are mine.

r5 Because of me, kings reign,
and rulers make just decrees.

lc Rulers lead with myhelp,
and nobles make righteous iudgments.+

r7 "I love all who love me.
Those who search will surely find me.

ta I have riches and honor,
as well as enduring wealth and iustice.

t s My gifts are better than gold, even the purest gold,
mywages better than sterling silver!

20 Iwalkinrighteousness,
in paths ofiustice.

2r Those who love me inherit wealth.
Iwill fill their reasuries.

22 "The Lono formed me from the beginning,
before he created any'thing else.

23 Ilÿas appointed in ages past,
at the very first, before the earth began.

ul I was bom before the oceans \4rere created,
before the springs bubbled forth their waters.

2s Before the mountains were formed,
before the hills, I was born-

26 before he had made the earth and fields
and the first handfuls of soil.

27 I !ÿas there when he established the heavens,
when he drew the horizon on the oceans.

28 I was there when he set the clouds above,
when he established springs deep in the earth.

2e I was there when he set the limits of the seas,
so they would not spread beyond their

boundaries.
And when he marked off the earth's foundations,30 I was the architect at his side.

lwashisconstantdelight, ,{
rejoicing always in his presence. Irr Andhowhappylwaswiththeworldhecreated; t
how I reloiced with the human family! |

:z "And so, my chilùen,+ listen to me, ,l
for atl wiro follow myways are 16yfut. I

33 Listentomyinstructionanéfer,rrisé. I
Don't igriore it. I

re Joyfut are"those who listen to me, I
watching for me daily at mygates, I
waiting ior me outside my irôme! |

3s Forwhoeierfindsmefindsiife I
andreceiyes favor from the Lon». ,l

36 But those who miss me injure themselves. I
All who hate me love dôath." {

9',*:'f:ilii:l,ii"lil.l?îï1,,.", I
2 Shehasprepareda$eatbanquet, I

mixed the wines, and set the table. I
] She has sent her servants to inüte evervone to comJ

She calls out from the heights overlooking the citl
a "Comeinwithme,"sheurgesthesimple. I

To thosewho lackgoodiudgment, she says, 'l
5 "Come,eatmyfood, I

and drink the wine I have mixed. I
6 Leave your simple ways behind, and begin to live; . I

leam1o usegoodiudgment." I
7 Anyone who rebukes a mocker will get an insult in refl

Anyone who corrects the \,ÿicked \.vill geT hurt. |
a Sodontbothercorrectingmockers; " 'l

theywillonlyhateyoul IButcorrectthewise, I,,",H{i!iiÏi:i:"J;,., I*ffiiH:i#1f,"Jil.u.n.o,. I
r0 FearoftheLoRDisthefoundaüonofwisdom. I

,, *Hi',ffiïî1:i:X;iffi ï-rts 
in sooa iud{

,,rriiooXtlLif, ::,Tiiiltio.,n.""etobeneritl-If 
you scom wisdôm, you will be the one to sufffl

Folty Calls for a Hearing I
13 ThewomannamedFollyisbrash. I
,.":ï'll':iiii^1i:"#fi-,,iî., I
,.imirmx'lr'}hr*:** I

To those who lack good"iudgment,ihà says, f

,. ;iifr.îâ§il&Ëiî' Ifl','ft ï;.,.ïr..,n.,^* I
,i*:**'j;j# I

rted weallh hæ no lasting value,,ur ngnl lr!,lng can save your life.

:,f."I^r_yll nor ler rhe Sodly go hungry,'u r ne refuses to satisÿ thé àraving"of the wr-r'people 
are soon poor;

'rard workers get rich.
\e youth.harvesls in the summer,
ur one who sleeps during harvest is a disgrac

€odÿ_are showered wrlh blessings;
rê words of the \^/icked conceal üîlent intent

.l3y3f3gqv.9*"ries of the godty,
ut ine name ol a wicked persôn rots away.
wlse are glad to be instructed..ut babbling fools fall flar on lheir faces

pie with inte$ity walk safelv.'.rt lhose who foilow crookeâ paths will slip ar
ple^who r4iink at wlong cause trouble,
ur a ootd reproof promoles peace.+

. 

_words 
of the godly are a life_giüng fountain;

1e words oI the wicked conceil üo]ent inünii
: -red stirs up quanels,
lut love makes up for all offenses.
: w_ords com.e from the lips of people \^/ithunderstanding,
i1 those lacking sense will be beaten with a ro(
. people treasure knowledse.
-r the babbling of a fool iniies disasrer.

_ 
ÿelth of th-e rich is their fortressj
e poverty of the poor is their destrlction.
rmin€s of,the godly enhance their lives,

.t e\4r people squander their monev on sin
, 

-who 
accept discipline are on the Dathwav ro

rnose wno tgnore correction will go asrair.
' g hatred makes you a iiar;
roenng others makes you a [ool.

ruch talk leads to sin.
. :-ensible and keep your mouth shut.

rds of the godly are iike sterling silver;lean of a lool is worthless
.rds of the godly encourage many,
:oois are destroyed by their lack ofcommon se
:singof the Lono makes a person rich,

- :re aoos no sorrow with it
.irong is fun for a fool,
rung wisely brings pleasure to the sensible.
r, of the u/icked lvill be fulfilled;'ôpes ot the godly r4/ill be $anted.
le,storms of life come, the \^ricked are
nlrreo away,

.ne godly have a lasting foundafion.
rpJe irritate their emplovers.
. negar to the teeth oi smoké in the eves_
re Lom lengthens one,s life.'- years of the wicked are cui short.

--s of the godly result in happiness,
i expectahons of the wicked come to nothing
:::( version; Hebrewrca dsbut bdbbling foobfall Jtat on their

S.l6SomeHebrewmanu§criptsandGrcekversionrcadantlnoblesarejudgesoÿqtheearth.8:32HebrewuUsoro. ,lÿHebrewinSheol.
10:1 Hebrew sor; also in 10:1 b.



étant delight,
::Hays in his presence.
r)r I was with the v/orld he created;
'rced with the human family!

-hildren,* listen to me,
-. iollow myways are joyful.
:nstruction and be wise.
:ie it.
,',se \,ÿho listen to me,
:or me daily at my gates,
r me outside my home!
::nCs me finds life
.:s favor from the LoRD.
: miss me injure themselves.
::e me love death."

ji cuilt her house;
:;ned its seven columns.
i:ed a geat banquet,
u,nes, and set the table.
:a: servants tû inüte everyone to corDe
.:: irom the heights overlooking the ml

:. re," she urges the simple.
;: J lack good iudgment, she says,
, :ood,
:e n''rne I have mixed.
::1e ways behind, and begin to ltve;

" goodiudgment."
'= l rkes a mocker will get an rnsult r. m:
-.: .oûects the \4ricked will get hun
:: .orrecting mockers;
--; hate you.
. uise,
.-, .oVe you.
I _iê

... re even wiser.
-.atus,

.- .e,:m even more.

,: is the foundation of wisdom.
. : 'he Holy One results in good lu+ffi

-..; iiroly your days
,--s :o Vour life.

" .e vou will bethe one to benefi:

".. Jom, you will be the one to suf.g

r Hearing
::d Folly is brash.
-.;,: and doesn't know it.
icoru'ay
:-i cyerlooking the city.
men going by

r,llng their own business.
:e " she urges the simple.
: .:ck good judgment, she says,
: :eireshing;
: secret tastes the best!"
r'; ilrrow that the dead are there.
:e in the depths of the grave.*

f Solomon
l: ci Solômon:

r' brings joy to a father;
.a bnngs gdef to a mother.

=.\, û1J so6. gtl8Hebrcw in Sheol.

,ted wealth has no lastingvalue,
r;t right living can save your life.

LoRD will not let the godly go hungry,
:t he refuses to satisfy the craving of the wicked.
. people are soon poor;
':rd workers get rich.

;e youth harvests in the summer,
rt one who sleeps during harvest is a disgrace.

;odly are showered with blessings;
re words of the wicked conceal üolent intentions.

rave happy memories of the godly,
']t the name of a wicked person rots away.

{ise are glad to be instructed,
.it babbling fools fall flat on their faces.

re yÿith integdtywalk safely,
-t those who follow crooked paths will slip and fall.
'ie who wink at wrong cause trouble,
-t a bold reproof promotes peace.*

.1 ords of the godly are a life-giüng fountain;
. !ÿords of the wicked conceal üolent intentions.

.d stirs up quarrels,
-i love makes up for all offenses.

ir,ords come from the lips of people with
-inderstanding,
ihose lacking sense will be beaten \ÿith a rod.

--.eople treasure knowledge,
ihe babbling of a fool inütes disaster.

. Èalth of the rich is their fortress;
, Doverty of the poor is their destruction.

:rnings of the godly enhance their lives,
,ril people squander their money on sin.

, rvho accept discipline are on the path\,ÿay to ]ife,
those }vho ignore correction will go astray.

. hatred makes you a liar;
- lering others makes you a fool.

-ch talk leads to sin.
rnsible and keep your mouth shut.

- rds of the godly are like sterling silver;
leart of a fool is worthless.
'ds of the godly encourage man\,
.ols are destroyed by their lack of common sen.e

- ssing of the LoRD makes a person rich,
ie adds no sorrowwith it.
lrong is fun for a fool,
lingwisely brings pleasure to the sensible.

,:r of the wicked u.ill be fulfilled;
pes of the godly will be granted.

re storms of life come, the }yicked are
- irled away,
're godly have a lasting foundation.

rple irritate their employers,
tnegar to the teeth or smoke in the eyes.

he LoRD lengthens one's life,
- 

Ê years of the wicked are cut short.

, :s of the godly result in happiness,'. expectations ofthe wicked come to nothing.
: i rersion; Hebrew read s but babbling fools Jail flat on their faces.

posejït...PROVERBS 11

æ The way of the LoRD is a stronghold to those with
integrity,

but it destroys the rvicked.

:o The godlywill never be disturbed,
but the wicked \^/ill be removed from the land.

:r The mouth of tihe godly person gives wise advice,
but the tongue that deceives will be cut off.

32 The lips of the godly speak helpful words,
but the mouth of the wicked speaks perverse words.

? 7 I The LoRD detests the use of dishonest scales,
L but he delighls in accurate weights.
2 Pride leadsto dis$ace,

but with humilitv comes *isdom.
I Honesty guides good people;

dishonesty destroys treacherous people.
4 Riches won't help on the day ofjudgment,

but right liüng can save you from death.
5 The godly are directed by honesÿ;

the wicked fall beneath their load of sln.
o The godliness ofgood people rescues them;

the ambition of treacherous people traps them.
z When the wicked die, their hopes die with them,

for they rely on their own feeble strength.
8 The godly are rescued from trouble,

ând it falls on the wicked instead.
e With their words, the godless destroy their friends,

but knowledge will rescue the righteous.
to The whole ciÿ celebrates when the godly succeed;

they shout forjoywhen the wicked die.
I r Upright citizens are good for a city and make it prosper,

but the talk of th€ wicked tears it apart.
12 It is foolish to belittle one,s neighbor;

a sensible person keeps quiet.
I 3 A gossip goes around telling secrets,

but those who are trustworthy can keep
a confidence.

14 Without wise leadership, a nation falls;
there is safety in having man,v advisers.

r5 There's danger in puffing up securjû'for
a srranger's oebt

it's safer not to gJarantee another person,s debt.
r6 { gr.cious uom.an gains respect,

but ruthless rnen garn only, wealth.
lz Your kindness rrill reward you,

but your crueltv will destroyyou.
18 Eül people get ich for the moment,

but the relvard of the godly will last.
te Godly people find life;

eül people find death.
20 The LoRD detests people \,vith crooked hearts,

but he delights in those with integrity.
2t Eül people will surely be punished,

but the children of the godlywill go free.
22 A beautiful woman who lacks discretion

is like a gold ring in a pig's snout.

t
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23 The godly can look forward to a reward,
while the wicked can expect only iudgment.

24 Give freely and become more wealthy;
be stingy and lose everlthinS.

2s The generous will prosper;
those who refresh others will themselves

be refreshed.

26 People curse those who hoard their grain,
but they bless the one who sells in time of need.

27 If you search for good, you will find favor;
but if you search for evil, it will find you!

28 Trust in your money and down you go!

But the godly flourish like leaves in spring.

2e Those who bring trouble on their families inherit
the !ÿind.

The fool will be a servant to the wise.

30 The seeds of good deeds become a tree of life;
a wise person wins friends.*

rr If the righteous are rewarded here on earth,
what will happen to wicked sinners?+

7 ? I To learn, you must love discipline;
, Z it is srupid to hate correction.

2 The LoRD approves of those who are good,
but he condemns those who plan wickedness.

3 Wickedness never brings stabili§,
but the godly have deep roots.

+ A worthy wife is a crown for her husband,
but a disgraceful woman is like cancer in his bones.

5 The plans of the godly are just;

the adüce of the wicked is treacherous.

6 The words of the wicked are like a murderous
ambush,

but the words of the godly save lives.

z The wicked die and disappear,
but the family of the godly stands firm.

8 A sensible person wins admiration,
but a warped mind is despised.

e Better to be an ordinary person with a servant
than to be self-important but have no food.

1o The godly care for their animals,
but the \,ÿicked are always cruel.

11 A hard worker has plenty of food,
but a person who chases fantasies has no sense.

12 Thieves are lealous of each other's loot,
but the godly are well rooted and bear their

own fruit.
t3 The wicked are trapped by their own words,

but the godly escape such trouble.

14 Wise words bring many benefits,
and hard work brings rewards.

r5 Fools think their own way is right,
but Lhe \ /ise listen to others.

r 7 An honest vr'itness tells the truth; I
a false witness tells lies. I

18 Some people make cuming remarks, I
but the words ofthe wise bring healing. I

re Truthfulwordsstandthetestoftime, I
but lies are soon et'posed. I

20 Deceitfillsheartsthatareplottingevil; I
ioy fills hearts thal are planning peace! I

21 Noharmcomestothegodly, I
but the \,ÿicked have their fill of trouble. I

22 The LoR-D detests lÿng lips, I
but he delights in those who tell the ûuth. I

2r Thewisedon'tmakeashowoftheirknowledge, I
but fools broadcast their foolishness. t

z+ Work hard and become a leader; I
be lazy and become a slave. I

"*:fl.i.î#;X;i:lou."#;,,rersonup I
-'nï,fJ*llfll,',Ëlitilï::;0,;n'nn''"0''- t
,7 Lazy people don't even cook the game they catch, I

but the diligent make use of eveMhing they fhil
28 Thewayofthegodlyleadstolife; I

thatpath doesnotleadtodeath. I

,3' ^ itr#l,lî:.',i3.ïi"Ti1:i;î:i::iil t
r wlseworos*,llwrnyouaSooomeal, I

,,^:T ffi:'':il:l i:ffi lË:ffi i:i:i :"j,,fl
.,",ffiil"§::iii;îffi,î;T''* t
:::ffi$ffiT,i;1.;l,;;,15ffi;* I
'*Tf^i.lii:L"Jliiiï'*iiij['.'l;"," I
8 The nch can pay a ransom lor thelr ttves, I

,,,:ll,lru:xiïffiffT,:i:,':,i,:l I
,''ïîH*ttffi,;ffiil

,'ffiffiH#M

. i-se people think before thev act:
r0ots don't_and even brag'aboul their foo

^unreltable 
messenger stumbles into troub

Dut a reliable messenger brings healing.
. ou ignore_criticism, you will end in poverq

ano drsgrace;
tl you accept correction, you will be honort

- 
pleasant to see dreams come true,- JI tools refuse to fum from evil to attain t

.,{ wtth the \^/ise and become wise;
, ,socrate wrth fools and get in trouble.
rble chases sinners.
. \ile blessings reward the righteous.
r people leave an inheritance to therrgrandchildren,

: it the sinner,s wealth passes to the godly.
r persont farm may produce much l.ood,

. i tnlustice sweeps it all awav
, e wào spare the rod of discipline hate theit

5e who iove their chiidren care enough t(-rsclp[ne them.

- dly eat to their hearts, contenr.'he belly of the \.vicked goes hüngry.

lise woman builds her home.
but a toolish woman tears it down r4,ith iown hands.

' 
ho tollow the right path fear the LoRD;
wno take the wrong path despise him.

:roud talk.b_:comes a rod that bcats him,
e words ot the \.vise keep them safe.

- oxen a stable stays clean,
u need a sûong ox for a large harvest.
.i tÿitness does not lie;
sltness breathes lies.

^- 
,eeks wisdom and never finds it,
rvieoge comes easiiy to those wllh- rÈrstanding.

. irom fools,
_ rr,on't find knowledge on their lips.
: -'!nderstand 

where they are going,
.s oecelve themselves.

:, t fun of guil!
: .:odiv acknowledge it and seek reconcilj;- inoi,ris its own bitterness,

r.e etse can fully share its joy.
'he-wrcked lyill be desrroyed,

.rr ot thegodiy\,ÿi1l flourisÉ.
:::h before each person that seems right,- :! in death.

- !f,nceal a hear,y heart,-. laughferends, the grief remains.
, a:t what they deserve;
:.e receive their reward.

:. believe everything they,re toldl
_. -r caretully consider lheir steps.

.,, feai. .14:1BOr 
inheitfootîshness_ 14133 As

16 Afoolisquick-tempered, 1s Apersonwithgoodsenseisrespected; I
but awise person stays calmwhen insulted. a treacherous person is headedfor destructiql

llslOrmdthosewhowinsouharetise- 11:3IGreekversionreadslîtherighteo$arebtelAs@ed,/whatùillhoppmtoSodlesssinnetÿÇ

li;*)î;,|,î;7f,):x:;,?13*i'#':K,i#ffili;(i:;i:,{:"#"ii;x;lifriTf##;â:i:}ir,Tl'};f"t'"'"un'"nain 
r3:t neir!

I
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ness tells the tmth;
:ess tells lies.

make cutting remarks,
rds of the vÿise bring healing.

x nand the test of time,
soon exposed.

arLs that are plotling eül;
rts that are planning peace!

es to the godly,
led have their fill of trouble.

:sis lying lips,
frts in those who tell the truth.
t make a show of their knowledge,
:ûadcast their foolishness.

d cecome a leader;
become a slave.

a person down;
gng word cheèrs a person up.

r good adüce to their friends;*
lead them astray.

rn t even cook the game they catch,
;ent make use of everything they find
: godly ieads to life;
)es not }ead to death.

..: ..cepts a parent's discipline;+
.::: iefuses to listen to correction.

. ,,\'r-L You a good meal,
:::s people have an appetite for üola:
:l-ri their tongue will have a long life
;: !-iouth can ruin everything.

,:.: ::.'ich but get lit1le,
: :,r rrk hard \//ill prosper.

:i rsc shame and disgrace.

' . ::.re path of the blameless,
::: n:sled by sin.

]r:r pretend to be rich;
::. nrh pretend to be poor.

: , , ::nsom for their lives,
,., rr : even get threatened.

r,.: , .s fullof lightand joy,
: : ::. .\ icked will be snuffed out

r: t. iat;
.:: ::ICe are wise.

: .-:.::-quick schemes quickly disap:an:
:::: 

"r'ork 
grows over time.

-:ies the heart sick,
::.::lled is a tree of life.

:rse advice are asking for trouble;
i:..i a command will succeed,

:: ihe ruse is like a life-giüng fou*r:
-::r Lt avoid the snares of death.

:.: c sense is respected;
: ::rson is headed for destructior .
.- ..:: )t ltill happen ta godless sinners? C.::ê..h-o\ i(un,rflair. l3:l Hebft-, -m
. - :,:i

. people think before they act;
ols don't-and even brag about their foolishness.

rnreliable messenger stumbles into trouble,
r Jt a reliable messenger brings healing.

J ignore (riticism, you will end in poverty
and disgrace;

. you accept correction, you will be honored.
pleasant to see dreams come true,

rut fools refuse to turn from evil to attain them.
:.k with the wise and become wise;
:ssociate M/ith fools and get in trouble.
.:ble chases sinners,
. hile blessings reward the righteous.

:Li people leave an inheritance to their
grandchildren,

: Jt the sinner's wealth passes to the godly.

: ror person's farm may produce much food,
: Jt injustice sweeps it all away.

,e who spare the rod of discipline hate Iheir
children.

. hose who love their children care enough to
discipline them.

, godly eat to their hearts'content,
'rt the belly of the wicked goes hungry.

I A wise woman builds her home,
but a foolish \.ÿoman tears it down \.vith her

own hands.

se who follow the right path fear the LoRD;
':,ose who take the Mong path despise him.

o1's proud talk becomes a rod that beats him.
.rl the words of the wise keep them safe.

:rout oxen a stable stays clean,
11 you need a strong ox for a large harvest.

ronest \4/itness does not lie;
. lalse witness breathes lies.

:cker seeks wisdom and never finds it,
r it knowledge comes easily to those with

understanding.

aivay from fools,
r r you won't find knowledge on their lips.

. r udent xnderstand where they are going,
-r fools deceive themseives.

I

pose383...PROVERBS 15
16 The \t/ise are cautious* and avoid danger;

fools plunge ahead with reckless cônfidence.
r 7 Short-tempered people do foolish things,

and schemers are hated.
1E Simpletons are clothed with foolishness,*

but the pruâent are crowned with knowledge.
re Eül people will bow before good people;

the wicked will bow at the gates ofthe godly.
20 The poor are despised even by their neighbors,

while the rich have many,,friends.,,
2r It is a sin to belittle one,s neighbor;

blessed are those \.vho help the poor.
22 If you plan to do evil, you i.vill be lost;

if you plan to do good, you will receive unfailing
love and faithfulness.

,: Work brings profit,
but mere talk leads to poverty!

24 Wealth is a crown for the wise;
the effort of fools yields only foolishness.

25 A truthfuli{itness saves lives,
but a false witness is a traitor.

26 Those \,ÿho fear the LoRD are secure:
he will be a refuge for their chlldren.

27 Fear of the LoRn is a life-gil.ing fountain;
it offers escape from the snares of death.

28 A $owing populatlon is a king,s glory;
a prince Hithout subjects has nothing.

æ PeopJe rrith understanding control theiranger:
a h0t temper shows $eat foolishness.

30 A peaceful heart leads to a healthy body;
jealôusv is like cancer in the bones.

:r Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker,
but helping the poor honors him.

t2 I he wicked are crushed by disaster,
but the godly have a refuge when they die.

33 Wisdom is enshrined in an understanding heart;
wisdom is not+ found among fools.

ra Codliness makes a nation great,
but sin is a dis$ace to any people.

35 A king reioices in wise servants
but is angry\^rith those n,ho dtsgrace him.

i,Tf§iii::filiredge it and seek reconc,iarion 75 ' 
^ 1ïJ'fiï'î,ï.iïTlil1lfl,ï;, ,*.

- heart knows its own bitterness, z rhe tongpe oi ih. rrise makes knowredge appearing,-rd no one else can fully share its ioy. but tÀe rr,cu:f. :; a fool belches out fîolishness.
:rouse of the wicked will be destroyed , 3 The Lonn is ri atching everyw,here,
- r: the tent of the godly wil flourish. keeping his .,. oi fotnit . .uii and the good.
::isapathbeforeeachpersonthatseemsright, 4 Gentleuordsareatreeoflife;
.i it ends in death. a decejrful tongue crusires ine spirit.

r:rter can conceal a heavy heart, 5 Only a fool despises a parent,s* discipline;
: r,vhen the laughter ends, the grief remains. whoever learns froà correction is'wiie.

..iders get what they deserve; 6 There is treasure in the house of the sodlv.
d people receive their reward. but the eamings oiin. ü.t.otiiigï,jrur..
Tl]:9T^!.]i!l:everyrhing.rhey're rold! 7 rhe rips of rhe wise give good advice;prudent caretully consider their steps. theheart of a foolhaüone to givé.
:r'\meuisefear- 14:lSorinherttfoolishre$. l4:33AsincreekandSlriacversions;Hebrewlacksuof. ls:5HebrewialherJ.
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PROVERBS 16...poge384

8 The LoRD detests the sacrifice of the wicked,
but he delights in the prayers of the upright.

e The LoRD detests the way of the wicked,
but he loves those who pursue godliness.

10 Whoever abandons the right path will be severely

disciplined;
whoever hates correction will die.

11 Even Death and Destruction* hold no secrets

from the Lono.
How much more does he know the human heart!

12 Mockers hate to be corrected,
so they stay away from the wise.

13 A glad heart makes a happy face;

a broken heart crushes the spirit.

r4 A wise person is hungry for knowledge,
while the fool feeds on trash.

15 For the despondent, every day brings trouble;
for the happy heart, life is a continual feast.

16 Better to have little, \,ÿith fear for the LoRD,

than to have great treasure and inner turmoil.

17 A bowl of vegetables with someone you love

is better than steak with someone you hate.

r8 A hot-tempered person starts fights;
a cool-tempered person stops them.

1e A lazy person's way is blocked with briers,
but the path of the upriSht is an open highway.

zo Sensible children bring ioy to their father;
foolish children despise their mother.

zt Foolishness brings joy to those with no sense;

a sensible person stays on the right path.

22 Plans go wrong for lack of advice;
many advisers bring success.

23 Everyone enjoys a fitting reply;
it is wonderful to say the right thing at the

righttime!
,4 The path of life leads upward for the wise;

they leave the $ave+ behind.

25 The L0RD tears down the house of the proud,
but he protects the property of widows.

26 The LoRD detests evil plans,

but he delights in pure words.

27 Greed brings grief to the whole family,
but those who hate bribes will live.

2s The heart of the godly thinks carefully before speaking;

the mouth of the wicked overflows with evil words.

2e The LoRD is far fromthe wicked,
but he hears the prayers of the righteous.

30 A cheerful look brings ioy to the heart;
good news makes for good health.

31 If you listen to constructive criticism,
you will be at home among the wise.

32 If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself;
but if you listen to conection, you grow in

understanding.

33 Fear of the LoRD teaches \.visdom;
humility precedes honor.

1 5 :1 1 Hebrew Sheo, 4u d Ab addon. 1 5,24 HeL[ ew Sheol

t6 1 We can make our own plans,

but the LoRD gives the right answer.

2 People may be pure in their own eyes,

but the LoRD examines their motives.

3 Commityour acüons to the LoRD,

and your plans will succeed'

4 The LoRD has made everything for his own purposes,

even the wicked for a day of disaster.

s The LoRD detests the proud;
theywill surely be Punished.

e Unfailing love and faithfulness make atonement
for sin.

By fearing the LoRD, peopie avoid evil'

7 when people's lives please the LoRD,

even their enemies are at peace \ryith them.

E Better to have little, with godliness,

than to be rich and dishonest.

e We can make our plans,

but the LoRD determines our steps.

10 The king speaks with diüne wisdom;
he must never judge unfairlY.

1 r The LoRn demands accurate scales and balances;

he sets the standards for faimess.

12 A king detests wrongdoing,
for his rule is built on justice.

13 The king is pleased with words from righteous lips;
he loves those who speak honestly.

14 The anger of the king is a deadly threat;
the vÿise will try to aPPease it.

1s when the king smiles, there is life;
his favor refreshes like a spring rain.

16 How much better to get wisdom than gold,
and good judgment than silver!

17 The path of the virtuous leads away from evil;

whoever follows that Path is safe.

18 Pride goes before destruction,
and haughtiness before a fall.

I e Better to live humbly with the poor
than to share plunder with the proud.

20 Those who listen to instruction will prosper;
those who trust the Lono will be ioy{ul.

z1 The wise are known for their understanding,
and pleasant words are persuasive.

22 Discretion is a life-giving fountain to those who
possess it,

but discipline is wasted on fools.

23 From a wise mind comes wise speech;
the words of lhe wise are persuasive.

za Kind words are like honey-
sweet to the soul and healthy for the body.

25 There is a path before each person that seems rlghL
but it ends in death.

26 It is good for workers to have an appetite;
an empty stomach drives them on.

27 Scoundrels create trouble;
their words are a destructive blaze.

, roublemaker plants seeds of strife;
gossrp separates the best of friends.

.olent people mislead their companions,
leading them down a harmful path.

. ith narrowed eyes, people piot eÿil;
utth a smirk, they pian their mischief.

'av hair is a crown of glory;
t is gained by iiung a godly life.

.ller to be patient than powerful;
oetter to have self_control than to conquer a city.

e may throw the dice,*
but the LoRD determines how they fall.

7 Better a dry crust eaten in peace/ tnan a house tilled with feasnng_and conflir
rrse servant will rule over the master,s disgraceful s:nd.will share the inheritance of the mastî.;, 

- - -

children.

. tests the purity of silver and gold,
rut the LoRD tests the heart "
'ngdoers.eagerly I isten to gossip;
drs pay close attention to alander.

ewho mock the poor insult their Maker;
- ose who reioice at the misfortune of others r4/ill

be punished.

Jc hildren are the crowning glory of the aged;
:renrs- are the pride of their chi ldren.
-ent words are not fitling for a fool;
(n less are Iies fifting lor a ruler.

'.be is like a lucs charm;
roever gives one will prosper!
:rosp.ers when a fault is forgiven,
. dwelling on it separates clàse friends.
. le rebuke does more for a person of
rnderstanding

,r a hundred lashes on the back of a fool
-:ople are eager for rebellion., they \/\iill be severely punished.
.:er to meet a bear robbed of her cubs
''1 

to confront a fool caught in foolishness.
:epaygood with eüI,
.çill never leave your house.

_-1 
lrg*.1 is.l.ike opening a floodgare,' p oetore a dispute breaks out.

g the gïilty and condemning the innocent_
rre detestable to the LoRD.

reiess to pay tuition to educate a fool,
. ne has no heart for learning.

- is always loyal,
: trother is born to help in time of need.

;dgment to guarantee another person,s debt
:p securiÿ for a friend.

\o ioves to quarrel loves sin;
a hô trusts jn high walls inütes dis":rer.

. ed heart will not prosper;
:-q tongue tumbles into trouble.
: naqc$ilots. I7:6Hebre\Irtirr, _-.lj _.- .
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rJr owIr plans,
,-r glves the right answer.

: in their own eyes,
iir,ines their motives.
-s to the LoRD,
.:ll succeed.

, :veÿhing for his own purpos6
:or a day of disaster.

< i-rruuu,
t punished.

:a ithfulness make atonement

:r:, people avoid evil.

: :lease the LoRD,
.:s are at peace r4/ith them.

ïrth godliness,
:.1 dishonest.

-:n s,

:mines our steps.

r divine wisdom;
:-:e ,;nfairly.

,:.urate scales and balances;
r.ds for faimess.

..;oing,
.:,rn iustice.

,\ith words from righteous IiF
-.: speak honestly.

ri is a deadlythreat;
-. appease it.

:s. there is life;
:s like a spring rain.

get wisdom than gold,
:..: ihan silver!

-;us leads away from evil;
.iat path is safe.

astruction,
:e:ore a fall.

, \rth the poor
:.c.r u,ith the proud.

r: struction \.vill prosper;
:.: Lono will be ioyful.
: :r their understanding,
:. are persuasive.

: ' rg fountain to those who

':sled on fools.

:,res rvise speech;
{.se are persuasive.

:10ney*
::,d healthy for the body.

:: iach person that seems ri€lE

s io have an appetite;
: Grives them on.

-.ïblei
:,jtructive blaze.

pose385...PROVERBS 18
rublemaker plants seeds of strife; 21 It is painful to be the parent of a fool;

. rssip separates the best of friends. tiiere is no joy for àe fatner ài iiàlel
111Ï?PL1I]:!e4 their companions , 22 A cheerful heart is good medicine,
lolng tnem dow]l a harmful path. but a broken spiiit saps a person,s strength.
'. narrowed eyes, people plot evil; B The \,ÿicked take secret bribes
:îh a smirk, rhey plan rheir mischief. to p.*..t in. iàüirà 

"ïi,irii...hair.is a.cro\ryn of gloryj 24 Sensible people keep their eyes glued on \,ÿisdom,
s gained by liüng a godly life. but a tàot,i eyes wanaer tô tnË énÀ oiine ea.tn.

, r to be patient than powerful; 2s Foolish children* bring grief to their father.tter to have self-control than to conquer a ciÿ. and bitterness to tnË ône wno gave inà* ti.tn.
-ay throw the dice,* 26 It is wrong to punish the godly for beins sood
rt the L.RD determines how rhev falr. or to flôg teiàers fà;;Ëilgî;;.ri"" *'

Better a dry crust eaten in peace 27 A truly wlse person uses few words;
than a house fitieJwiiir?eàsting-ana connict. a person with understanding is even-tempered.

:;:î1il:Hll,i#f#îJL..ï?îiî;X,,,,î,ïer,r,on 
'" *',,lilnHïii;,i',,,^î;i,îi::Jf[iffir:Ti",

:hildren.

.srs rhe pur*y or s,ver and gord, 18 ' 'T;:'r"Syr'"'r",'r,i.HffiÏ,xi::] 
ttemserves;

il the LoRD tests the heart. 2 Fools have no interest in understanding;

-:tT::,Tq:rIti:ten ro gossip; rhey onh rvanr ro atr Aeir own àpiniins.-s pay close attention to slander.

: who mock rhe poor insurt rheir Maker; '":i'.:::lËiiiiJi,firïiih*,.""*^0,.
I se who reioice at the misfortune of others will + Wise words are like deep waters;le punished. 

wisdom flows from the w,ise like a bubblng brook.' hildren are the crowning glory of-the aged; s It is not right to acquit the guilry-nts* are the pride of Iheir children. " 'ài'ààny"iurti.. 
to the innocent.

,ily,"i*'f::iill'ffl,rrfi,Xl*L 6 Foors'vÿords ser rhem inro constant quarrers;

I e is like a lucky charm; 
they are asking for a beating'

,urer gives oné witiliâspert 
7 The mouths of fools are their ruin;

riosp.erswhenafaurtisforgiven, ._,-, -ri:lriï.ïffelvtswiththeirliPs'
dwelling on it separates close friends. '"ii 

]i ,*i o*p i"to one,s heart.
e rebuke does more for a person of e A lazy person is as bad asr1derstanding

: a hundred üshes on the back of a fool. someone who destroys things.

, rple are eager for rebellion, 
r0 The name of the I ono is a strong forfress;

.Âey will re'ieverely pii"irr"a the godly run to him and are iafe

r to meer a bear robbed of her cubs --- ' ' *:rïi;:H:itlit.Tï[i 
l;,f iïr.I:""*ro confront a fool caught in foolishness. . - -. ., . 

"'-
'epaygoodwith eül, '2 Haughtiness goes before desrructton;

ri[neverleaveyourhouse. humilityprecedes honor.

a quarrel is.rike openins a floodgare, 
.' toi.'lÏ,iiilÏl:-:;;Tl:fiJ; ,n. ,r, ,'

rp before a dispute breaks out.

1c,l...cr.iryrldçondemningrheinnocenr- 
'' tn;1,',Ïi,:-::::;:Hrï.ï;t,[?-,

rre detestable to the LoRD.

.eless ro pay tuition ro educare a roor, " "iï]ii:i:f :iJ:r."i;',',Hffi1ü: "r*. he has no heart for leaming.

-isarwaysroyar, ''.,iï.:.Tj:::XTSiililLli 
r*0,.,lrotherisborntohelpintimeof need. .. *, :

: udsmenrro.sraranreeanotherperson,s debt''^:ffiii: :ffll:TfiT*ï:iTi;'§1.
r up security for a friend.

iho. roves ro quarrer roves sin; " t"ï11Ll,lr'3ilr*,XT 
;:flÂ:iilî:ïr,

e who trusts in high walls inütes disaster. 
"pp""a"tr.ied heart uiill not prosper; rg An offended friend is harder to win back thanrg tongue tumbles into trouble. a fortified city.

t\!mauc6tlots.17:6Hebtewfathqs. lTt2sHebrcwAfoorishJor. rg:r8Hebrewf.6rlnglors.
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I']ROVERB S 19 ... poge 386

Arguments separate friends like a gate locked
\^/ith bars.

20 Wise words satisfy like a good meal;
the righi words bring satisfaction.

21 The tongue can bring death or life;
those who love to talk \.vill reap the consequences.

22 The man who finds a wife finds a treasure,
and he receives favor from the LoRD.

z: The poor plead for mercy;
the rich answer \.vith insulls.

24 There are "friends" who destroy each other,
but a real friend sticks closer than a brother.

1 9', ".-,ïi?ff 3:i,ixi1*"*i: ",2 Enthusiasm without knowledge is no good;
haste makes mistakes.

3 People ruin their lives by their own foolishness
and then are angry at the LoRD.

a Wealth makes many "friends";
poverty drives them all away.

s A false witness will not go unpunished,
nor will a liar escape.

6 Many seek favors from a ruler;
everyone is the friend of a person who gives gifts!

20 Get âll the advice and instruction you can,
so you will be wise the rest of your life.

21 You canmakemanyplans,
but the Lom's purpose will prevail,

22 l-oyalty makes a person attracüve.
It is better to be poor than dishonest.

23 Fear of the LoRo leads to life,
bringing security and protection from harm.

24 lnzy people take food in their hand
but don't even lift it to their mouth.

2s If you punish a mocker, the simpleminded will learn
a lesson;

ifyou correct the wise, they will be all the wiser.

26 Children who mistreat their father or chase away
their mother

are an embarrassment and a public disgrace.

27 If you stop listening to instruction, my child,
you will tum your back on knowledge.

28 A corrupt v,iitness makes a mockery of justice;
the mouth of the \,ÿicked gulps down eül.

2e Punishment is made for mockers,
and the backs of fools are made to be beaten.

20
I Wine produces mockers; alcohol leads to brawls

Those led astray by drink cannot be wise.

. cien ltread tastes sweet,
but it turns to $avel in the mouth.

,ns succeed through good counsel;
Llon't go to wat withoul wlse ad\ice.

gossip goes around telling secrets,
.o don't hangarcund wilh chaflerers.

r you insult your father or mother,
your light will be snuffed out in total darkness.

.r inheritance obtained too earlv in life
is not a blessing in the end.

rn't say, "I will get even for this wrong.,,
Wait for the LoRD to handle the mafter.

re LoRD detests double standards;
he is not pleased by dishonest scales.

ie LoRD directs our steps,
so why try to understand eve4,,thing along the wa)
r't trap yùurself bv making a rash promise to Cod
ond only later counting the cost.

.iise king scatters the wicked like wheat.'hen runs his threshing wheel over them.
t Lono's light penetrates the human spirit,+
:xposing every hidden motive.
'.ilrng love and faithfulness prolect the king;

: throne is made secure Ihrough love.
- . glory of the young is their strength;

re gray hair of experience is theiplendor of the o
cal punishment cleanses away eül;,

,. h discipline purifies the heai.

7 Ihe kingt heart is like a stream of water clirerte,/ by the Lono;
- . guides it \ÿherever he pleases.

.- ma) be right jn their own eyes,. lhe LoRD examines their heart.
, -ono is more pleased when we do what is right

rnd just
- rn when we offer him sacrifices.

.1i), eyes, a proud heart,
r evil actions are all sln.

: rianntng and hard work lead to prosperity,
nasry shortcuts lead to poverty.

1 .reated by a lying tongue
enrshlng misl and a deadlv trap.*
ence of the wtcked ,*.ap, th., ,*uy,

: ise tney retuse to do what is juSr.

. I iir)- walk a crooked path;
. nnocent travel a straight road.

::er to live alone in the comer of an aftic: trith a quarrelsome wife in a lovely home.
. : lle desire eül;
, - ieighbors get no mercy from them.
: -nlsir a mocker, the simpleminded become wis€i rnstruct the !ÿise, they \ryill be àll the wiser.

- .eous-One* knows what is going on in the
- es ot the vÿicked;

- .. Drjng disaster on them.
.:d,n:!i:t §.t!: t @ r IE&r 20:30 rhe _ear . I u- tzot LnenghteoÆman

7 The relatives of the poor despise them; 'z 
The king's fury is like a lion's roar;

how much more will their ftiends avoid them! to rouse his anger is to risk your life'

Though the poor plead with them, 3 Avoiding a fight is a mark of honor;
their friends are gone. only fools insist on quarreling.

s To acquire wisdom is to love oneself; 4 Those too lazy to plow in the right season

peoplewho cherish understandingwill prosper. will have no food at the harvest

e A false witness will not go unpunished, s Though good advice lies deep within the heart,

and a liar will be destroyed. a person \.ÿith understanding\4'ill draw it out.

ro It isn,t right for a fool to live in luxury 6 Many will say they are loyal friends,
or forà slave to rule over princes! 

' 
but who can find one who is truly reliable?

r 1 Sensible people control their temper; z The godly i,valkwith integrity;
they eàm iespect byoverlookingwrongs. blessed are their childrenwho follow them.

r 2 The king,s anger is like a lion,s roar, I When a king sits in judgment, he weighs all the eviders.

but his favôr is like dewon the grass distinguishingthe bad from the good.

1r A foolish child* is a calamity to a father; e Who can say, "I have cleansed my heart;

a quanelsome wife is as ànnoying as constant I am pure and free from sin"?

dripping. 10 Falseweightsandunequalmeasures**
14 Fathers can give their sons an inheritance of houses and the LoRD detests double standards of every kind.

wealth, rr Evenchildrenareknownbythewaytheyact,
but onlythe LoRD can give anunderstandingwife. whether their conduct is pure, and whetherit is r!xû.

1s Lazypeoplesleepsoundly, r2 Earstohearandeyestosee-
but idleness leaves them hungry. both are gifts from the LoRD.

16 Keepthecommandmentsandkeepyourlife; r: If youlovesleep,youwillendinpoverÿ.
despisingthem leads to death. Keep your eyes open, and there will be plentytod

r7 Ifyouhelpthepoor,youarelendingtotheLoRD- ra Thebuyerhagglesovertheprice,saying,"It'sworthldi
and he will repayyoul then brags about getting a bargainl

1e Discipline your children while there is hope. r5 Wise words are more valuable
Otherwise you will ruin their lives. than much gold and many rubies.

le Hot-tempered people must pay the penalty. 16 Get security from someone who guarantees a
If you rescue them once, you \ rill have to stranger's debt.

do it again. Get a deposit if he does it for foreigners.*
19:l3Hebrewson;alsoin19:27.20:l0HebrewAstofreafrilastone,aflephahandanephah.20:I6AnaltematereadingintheMasoreticTexl§'fri
a promiscuaw uoman.
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.r, ,dùce and instruclion you can,
. . r \ill be wse the rest of your life.
jr rilake many plans,
i]: LoRn's purpose will pre-vail.

f,-rnakes a person attractive.
j -l l-er to be poor than dishonest.

: 'xe LoRn leads to life,
:{irg security and protection from harm.
iecnie take food in their hand
. don't even lift it to their mouth.

)unish a mocker, the simpleminded will leac
i lesson;
lu correct the r4/ise, theywill be all the u/iser.

en \i'ho mistreat their father or chase awav
reir mother
.::: embarrassmenl and a public dis$ace.
ÿor li\rening to instruction, my child,

"r.l lum your back on knowledge.

: l: u . tness makes a mockery of iustice;
ir )tr:h of the Mcked gulps down evil.

mei'rt is made for mockers,
-r",e backs of fools are made to be beaten.

.r .:.. produces mockers; alcohol leads to bl"s,
. hose led astray by drink cannot be wise

-; . ;;ry is like a lion's roar;
.'- r < his anger is to risk your life.
-. : :tght is a mark of honor;
:::is insist on quarreling.

:.: .,2\ to plow in the right season
.:,,: no food atthe harvest.
' : , :,0 adüce lies deep \.vithin the heart,
:s:: \\ith understanding \4,ill dra\ry it out.
,- :.r, theyâreloyalfriends,
. : - -ar find one who is truly reliable?

r,, ,':.k \\ith inte$ity;
,.: ,:e their children who follow them.
: . : : : tts in judgment, he weighs all the e\:.1::.:
: i- : .::,g the bad from the good.

: ;: r I have cleansed my heart;
:::. :rd free from sin,,?

: ;: -: aitd unequal measures*-
r i I ietests double standards of every kt.-,:

- ::.: :re known bythe waytheyact,-:: .:.ei: conduct is pure, and whether r: j -ruur

'.:: ::1d eyes to see-
":: .-fts from the LoRD.

.. r t:p you will end in poverty.
, _: =i es open, and there vÿill be plenf, :: :ül

.: ^,ggles over the price, saving, ,,It,s 
u :=ur$.

:::.: about getting a bargain!

::: ::e mOre ValUabie
- -,: gold and manyrubies.

-.:. ircm someone who guarantees a
.:.::: S debt.
:,: ' ir if he does il Ior foreigners.-

20 I 6 1n alternate reading in the Masorena .., : r

rn bread tastes sweet,
'!t it turns to gravel in the mouth.
s succeed through good counsel;

-:in't go to war without wise adl.ice.

ssjp goes around telling secrets,
don't hdng arcund with chatterers.

'u insult your father or mother,
rur light lÿill be snuffed out in total darkness
:rheritance obtained too earlÿ in life

, not a blessing in the end.

t say, "I l4rill get even for this wrong.,,
'r ait for the i,oRD to handle the matter.
.oRD detests double standards;

is not pleased by dishonest scales.

:oRD directs our steps,
r why try to understand eve4/thing along the waÿ
' frap ),ourself by making a rash promise to Godio only tater counting the cost.

re king scatters the wicked like wheat,
en runs his threshing wheel over them.
-oRD's light penetrates the human spirit,*
posing every hidden motive,

-r.ng 
loveand faithfulnessprore.t lfe k,ng:

I hrone is made secure through love.

pose3BZ...pROVERBS 22
13 Those rrho shut their ears to the cries of the poor

will be ignored rn their own time of need.
r4 A secret gift calms anger;

a bribe under the table pacifies fury.
rs Justicejs a ioy to the godly,

but it terrifies evildoers.
16 The person who strays from common sense

will end up in the compan).of the dead.
r7 Those who love pleasure become poor;

those who love \.vine and luxury will never be rich.
ts The \^ricked are punished in place of the godly,

and traitors in place of thà honest.
re It's better to live alone in the desen

than with a quarrelsome, complaining wife.
20 The wise have wealth and luxury,

but fools spend whatever theyget.
2r Whoe.r'er pursues righteousness and unfailing love

wiil find life, righteousness, and honor.
22 The wise conquer the citÿ of lhe sfrong

and level the fortress in which ther 
"ru,r.

2l Watchyourtongueand keep\our n- j.r .--.
and vou rrill rrar our oi ro;bl.

2'\1ocler.ar"o, r.l ,-, -r-a--.

.c]":.9f'1!-tlounc is theirstrength; z Despire their desires. u," rury*,îÀ" ro **.e g,ay narr or experience is the sprendor of the old- iôi n"i, t"r,a. ."r,o to;§t- --"'- '" 'sicalpunishmentcleansesawaveül;* æSom€pmpleare**"*r;;*.
-rch discipline purifies the heart. but-ûle godly lore togid
'Theking'sheartislikeastreamof 

waterdirected 
27 Thesagificeof anevilpasurbdet"+.r'le.

by the LoRD; especia§when it is offered withrwcrgmotirres.
e guides it \.rrherever he pleases. ze A false witness will be cut off,
)le may be right in their own eyes, but a credible wimess will be alhred to +eak''ittheL.RDexaminestheirheârt. 2eTheu/ickedblufftheirwavthro*prr.

Lono is more pleased when we do what is rieht but the virtuous thint Éefore #ry actandiust 30 Nohumanr,yisdomorunderstandingorplan
un when we offer him sacrifices. can stano agalnst the LoE-D.

Slty eyes, a proud heafi, 3r The horse is prepared for the day of battle:d eüt acrions are alt sin. buttheüirorybeloG il flr;,;;*-
: planning and hard vÿork lead to r

r*i,uhÏ;ï;;*prosperi'Ïv' 22'"i:fff:.iïiH*ïffiffi'Jffi**
, *""hi"s ffii;;â à"â'."uary orp . or gold'

,iorenceofthewickedsweepsthemaway,'*id,jljff#î.HHT#.*'m'""
.âuse rhey refuse ro do whât is lust. " 

, o ,;;;;..ron foresees danger and rakesixilty^walk a crooked path; precauEons". Innocenttravel a straight road. nrà simptetongoesbfirdlyonand zuffers theItter.to live alone in the corner of an attiç consequences_
in with a quaffelsome wife in a lovely home. 4 True humility and fea. of lhe lono
eople desire evil; lead to rici.res,honor, ana bngiife.
:ir neighbors get no mercy from them. s comrpt people walk a thomy, treacherous road;punishamocker,thesimplemindedbecomewise; whoeveryalueslifewiU#oiOit.- -----'"'
ru tnstruct the wise, they will be all the wiser. 6 Direct your chilùen onto the risht Dath.jghteous one* knows what is going on in the and when rheyare ouer, tleÿwiti n.-oi leave ir.romes of the \.ÿicked; " , Just as the richrule the poor,(ill bring disaster on them. so the borrower is servant to the lender.
"yl9!{rfri"rffxx;wt' 2oisorhemeaningoftheHebrffiisucefiaie 2r:6A§increekversion;Hebrewreadsmistlorthoÿwho

I



PROVERBS 23...pose388

a Those who plant injustice will harvest disaster,
and their reign of terror will come to an end.+

e Blessed are those who are generous,
because they feed the poor.

10 Throw out the mocker, and fighting goes, too.

Quarrels and insults will disappear.

r 1 Whoever loves a pure heart and gracious speech
will have the king as a friend.

r2 The LoRD preserves those with knowledge,
but he ruins the plans of the treacherous.

13 The lazy person claims, "There's a lion out there!
If I go outside, I might be kilI€d!"

r4 The mouth of an immoral woman is a dangerous trap;
those who make the LoRD angrywill fall into it.

1s A youngster's heart is filled with foolishness,
but physical discipline lvill drive it far away.

16 A person who gets ahead by oppressing the poor
or by showering gifts on the rich will end

in poverty.

Sayings of the Wise
r7 Listen to the words of thewise;

applyyour heart to my instruction.
lE For it is good to keep these sayings in your heart

and always ready on your llps.
re I am teachingyou today-yes, you-

so you will trust in the LoRD.
20 I have written thirty sayings+ for you,

filled with advice and knowledge.
21 In this way, you may know the truth

and take an accurate report to those who sent you.

22 Don't rob the poor iust because you can,
or exploit the needy in court.

23 For the LoRD is their defender.
He üll ruin anyone who ruins them.

2+ Don't befriend angrypeople
or associate with hot-tempered people,

2s oryou will leam to be like them
and endanger your soul-

26 Don't agree to guarantee another person's debt
or put up security for someone else.

27 Ifyou can't pay it,
even your bed will be snatched from underyou.

28 Don't cheat your neighbor by moüng the ancient
boundary markers

set up by preüous generations.

2e Do you see any truly competent workers?
Theywill sene kings
rather than working for ordinary people.

11 | While dininqwith a ruler,
ZJ payattenÏiontowhatisputbetoreyou.
, Ifyouareabigeater,

put a knife to your throat;
3 don't desire all the delicacies,

for he might be trying to trick you.

4 Don't wear yourself out trying to get rich.
Be wise enough to know when to quit.

s In the blink of an eye wealth disappears,

for it will sprout wings I
and fly away like an eagle. I

6 DonTeatwithpeoplewhoarestingy; I
don't desire their delicacies. ti They are always thinhng about how much it costs.* I
"Eat and drink," they say,bul theydon'tmean it. IsYouwillthrowupwhatlittleyouteeaten, I
and your compliments will be wasted I

e Don'twasteyourbreathonfools, I
fortheywill despise the wisest advice. !

ro Don'tcheatyourneighborbymoüngtheancient I
."itTlffiilJT:*î;derenseressorphans. I

" "iH[T:fl'.iilin.ü'HlllIn.,r.,ugurnuyo, I
,z LorTunllyourse[rornsuuüron; I

,, ,.ïï:ii:ï:T,1iii:ii:lfl",ll:*" t
,. ,nl,L'J,îîT,'olifjr,ou 

s,ank them I
maywell sâve them from death.+ I

" ",,iïlH'{J;,Ï',,Ifi1Ëi,$i' I
" *îmîF"1",i.îill]r',Iî'1ilf;,. I
" '"il;',i#il"âiïnue to rear the Lono. I
"'";g;ffi11:1l:'Jllï0"**. I
" "ï'Iloi:îli.1io"ï,ffii*.o,,,.. I"'"*"J.:1îiïËlL:ft:*;'" I
'' "',iiTiJiîï,','J.iïi"nX:','#l,",,r, I
,, :iHjfrïx#xr:r.î[nî,il?iiili ".,,,n I
,.,n:'iïflil §'$".ii :l'fà?:Ti,1ti::?Jl[i"!

Whar a pleàsurà to have chiidren wno aie wise,il

""ff--Xh$,r'fl"k*,-.1
" 

^ ï"lHlîïiff§ff:Xi,1iT,.,.,",*, o,,t

:ffiul*;,dlry*Ë,,ffi*J

:i:""ffiidffiffir*-'*t

ru will see hallucinations,
and)ou wi Il say crazy thines.
u wlllstagger iike a sâilor tôssed at sea,
crrngrng to a swaf ng mast.
olox wll1 say, 

,,They 
hit me, but I didn,t feel it.

l*llïîy:1.k""* itwnen tney uealmà uJ. 
..

ren wI I wake uD
.o I can look for ânother drink?,,

)/ I Don't enry eül people
-, ordesiretheircompany.

.heir hearts plot violence.
- d their words always stir up rouble.
rse is built by wisdom
I becomes strong through good sense.
_gn.knowledge its rooms are filled
^ dil sorts of precious riches and valuables.
.se are mightier than the strong,*

, jlirj y]! knowledge grow stronger
IrO Stronger.- go lo war without r,ÿise guidance;.ry depends on haüng màny adüsers.

. _ n is too lofÿ for fools.

^"9 
leaders at the cirygate, they have- ltntng Io sav.

-,:n tvho plans evil
gÊt a reputation as a troubiemaker.' emes of a fool are sinful;

-. one detests a mocker.
:il underpressure,

: slrength is too small.

lose who are uniustly sentenced to die;rem as they stagger to their death.

^ I)_._y,our:.tf p}, Tying,,,Look, we didn,r know...
.,u unoerslands all hearts, and he sees vou.
vuaros your soul knows you knew.
. I :epay all people as their actions deserve.

, - eat honey, for it is good,
-.. noneycomb is sweet to the taste.

. re way, wisdom is sweet to your soul.
: no rt, you will have a bright future,. ur nopes will not be cut sÈon.

,.^if 
-]lU-ysn, 

at ttre home of rhe godty,
_ rn l-rald the house where the goàly live.

\ ,rry rip seven times, but thày will get: lgaln.
, disaster is enough to overthrow- \11cked.

Ice when your enemies fall:
.e happy when they srumble.

.ao will be displeased with you
I lxrn his anger away from îhem.

-.t because of eüldoers;
:nly the wicked.
:eople have no future;
.nt of the wicked will be snuffed out.
- Iear the LoRD and the kins.

! riate \a/ith rebels,
rster lvill hit them suddenlv.
.,.what punishment will côme'n. LoRD and the king?
: .. aion. Hebrew read. 4 ùisp nan is.t__- -. .

1l

1l

12

ll
22:8 The Creek version includ es an additlonal prcÿerbt God blesses a man who giÿes cheerfullA, / but his worthless deeds will come to an end. Compate
2Cot9t7. 22,20OtucellentsoAings;lhemeatingoftheHebrewisuncertain. 23:TThemeaninsoftheHehewisuncertain. 23:11 OlreileN
23-l4ïeùe\ÿft0msheol.23:'l'5liebrewlüys0r;boin23:19.23:24Hebrewtohaueqwses;n. l[
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'::Jt wings
ike an eagle.

reople who are stingy;
, -j.,eir delicacies.
, > ihinking about how much it costs.*
:rk theysay,buttheydon'tmeanit.

jD \!-hat little youte eaten,
rpliments will be wasted.

:r creath on fools,
. iespise the wisest adüce.

-: neighbor by moüng the ancient
', :larkers:
: r land of defenseless orphans.
:-er+ is strong;

"..1 
bring their charges against you.

.i to lnstruction;
':i,,, to words of knowledge.

.clolrne your children.
rÊ if you spank them.
:-ire
. Ê them from death.*

: :r heart is wise,
,:- r,111 rejoice!
:= ,,itll celebrate
-.tek x,hat is right.
-::S
. rndnue to fear th€ LoRD.

';ided for this;
,..; not be disappointed.
' and be wise:
:aT on the right course.
, Èrth drunkards
' 

J.;ttons,
:--.eir way to poverty,

-:. sleep clothes them in rags.

',:rer. who gave you life,
: :: ., your molher when she is oia

-r neYer sell it;
:..- discip)ine, and good judgme.;
:.:,! .hildren has cause for ioy.
i-:€ to have children who are $.i-.e"
:.:3ndmotherioy!
;: , e you birth be happy.

-€lourheart.
i: ::(e delight in following mÏ irar
: i:r'.gerous trap;
:s lroman is as dangerous as faiins m
r'e,1.

,,::s like a robber,
:. -ore men unfaithful.

,..' lt'ho has sorrow?
. : ::ghting? Who is always con';rtu[Ç
::-:ssarybmises? Who has b:ilamm,

: ::ends long hours in the taÿarü
!, irinks.

= 
rrine, seeing how red it is,

: s r: the cup, how smoothl,Y ti $e| ü
r:i:s like a poisonous snake

: ,.ter.
:',. .:r deedswillcometo aneni :fl--i r:rrewisunceftain. 23:',ll Cr.M

: will see hallucinations,
ndyou will say crazy things.

. wII Stagger like a sailor tossed at sea,
Iinging to a swaying mast.

. you will say, "They hit me, but I didn,t feel it.
drdn'l,even know it when they beat me up.
tn will I wake up

, r I can look for another drink?,,

: r Don't enly eülpeople' . _ ordesiretheircompany.
'nerr hearts plot üolence,
1d their words always stir up troubte.
ruse is built byu/isdom
.d beromes strong through good sense.
Jgh knowledge its rooms are filled
th all sorts of precious riches and valuables.

...ise are mightier than lhe strons +

i those \4rii-h knowr.oge gro* ir?frg.,
rnd stronger.
n'1 go. to war wi thout vÿise guidance;
ory depends on having many adüsers.

: lm is too lofty for fools.
,ngleaders at the citygate, they have

rothtng to say.

-ron who plans evil

.gct a reputation as a troublemaker.
iemes of a fool are sinful;

:i\one detests a mocker
iail under pressul:e,
: strength is too small.
,hose who are unjustly sentenced to die;
rnem as they stagger to their dealh.

, (use yourself by salng, ,.Look, 
we didn,t knou..,,

oo-understands?ll hearts, and he sees you.
guaros your soul knows you knew.

. li repayall peopleas theiractions deserve.
i,+ eat honey, for it is good,
'1e honeycomb is sweel to the taste.
.me way, wisdom is sweet to your soul.
. nno rt, you will have a bright furure,
rur nopes will not be cut short.

poge3Be...pROVERBS 25
More Sayings of the Wise
23Here are some further sayings of the \.ÿise:

^ _ 
lt is wlong to show favoritism when passing iudsment.24 A iudge who says to the \,ÿicked,,,yoü *. inibi.iil '

u/ill,be cursed by many people anO aenouncea Éy
the natiohs.

2s But it \,ÿill go well for those who conüct the zuiltv:
rich blessings will be shor.ÿered on thenl.'---'''

26 An honest answer
is like a kiss of friendship.

27 Do.yo-ur planning and prepare your fields
belore building your house.

?8 Don'ttestifyagainst your neighbors rvithout cause;
oon't lre about them.n And don't.say,,,Now I can pay them back for what

rneyve done to me!
I'll get even with theml,,

]0 I walked bylhe field ofa lazy person,

,. . thevineyard of onewithnocommon sense.ll I sal/ that rt was overgïow]t wiih nenles.
It was covered \,ÿith \ryeeds,

-, _ 
and its walls were broken dowl.

12 Then, as I looted and thought about it,
I leamed this lesson:} A little extra sleep, a lifile more slumber,

.. .. a lit"tlefoidingof thehands to rest_* rnen p_overty vÿill pounce on you like a banott,
scarclry wlll anack you Iike an armed robbet.

More Proverbs of Solomon
2( These are more proverbs ol Soiomon, collected bvéJ the advisers of King Hezekiah of luaai, 

-"""''- "r
2 It is God,s

and the
privilege to conceal thinss
kingi pri,/ilege to d jscoïer them.

3 No one can comprehend the height of heaven, the depthof the earth,
or all thatgoes on in the kinÿs mindl

4 Remove.the impurities from silver,

. ^ 
and the sterling will be ready for the silversmith.5 Removethe rryicked from the king,s court,
and his reign will be made secüre byjustice.

rt in am bush at the home of the eodlv Don't demand an audience with the kins: n I raid.the house where the goàly li've. , ,.,,?f ?lrsh 
Ïor a place among the $eat. 

"

,r1,fl 
n'n '.,., rimes, bur ure"y wirr gei ' ,.ifl:Xï 

lii:li:i#,,#jîT:*:#:read rabre

< djsasler is enough lo overthrow 
- lusr because you.ve seen something,.1 tcked. s don.t be in,a nuny to go to court.

ice when your enemies fall; Forrÿhat rill you ao'in tf;e ànà'-"
r happy wh.en they srumble. if your neighbor deals you à shameful defeat?:owillbedispleasedwithvou e Whenargujngr\rrhyourneighbor,
turn his anger away from ihem. 

,^ ^.,aon 
t Èen aj ar other person,s secret.becauseofeüldoers; r0 Othersmayaccureyouôfgorsip, ----'

lq,the r4/icked. and you will never regaü yoüigood reputation.,lplehavenofuture; il Timelyadüceislovely,
: of the wicked wiil be snuffed out. IiügJaen ippres in a silver basket.
nr the L.RD and the king. r2 To one who ristens, yalid criticism
,:i.#,,l,ii|;,* ***; is rire a loiâ eanins or othersotd iewetry
*t æ p*irÀÀà"i;;i :àr" 13 Trustworthy messen8ers refresh like snolv
oRD and the kinP In summer.

:,sion;Hebrewreads"ALenanisstrength. za,rrH.r..rl.ryrrJlrIreüvethespiritoftheiremployer.

F@'



PROVERBS 26...Poge3e0

14 A Derson who promises a gifr but doesn't give it
'is like clouds and wind thal bring no rain'

1s Patience can Persuade a Prince,
and soft sPeech can break bones'

16 Do vou like honeÿ
Éon't eat too much, or it will make you sick!

1 7 Don't visit your neighbors too often,

or you will wear out your welcome

ra Telling lies about others
is ai harmful as hitting them with an ax,

wounding them with a sword,

or shooting them with a sharp arrow'

le Putting confidence in an unreliable person in times

of trouble
is like chewing with a broken tooth or walking

on a lame foot.

20 Sinsins cheerfu] songs to a person with a hea\ry heart

ii lif. tuking to*-ne's coat in cold weather

or Pouringünegar in a wound *

2 I If vour enemies are hungry, give them food to eat'

lf they are thirsty, givè them water to drink'
zz You willîeap burnin! coals of shame on their heads'

and the LoRD \,ÿill reward You.

23 As surely as a north wind brings rain,

so a gossiping tongue causes anger!

24 It's better to live alone in the corner of an attic

than with a quaffelsome wife in a lovely home'

25 Goodnewsfromfaraway
is like cold water to the thirsty.

2ô lf the godiy Sjve in lo the wicked'
it'sÏke bàlluting a fountain or muddÿng a spring'

27 lt's not sood to eal too much honey,

and ii's not good to seek honors for yourself'

2s A person üthout self-control
is like a ciÿwith broken-dovmwalls'

.t./ I Honor is no more associated with fools

ZO than snow with summer or rain wtth harvest

2 Like a fluttering sparrow or a darting swallow'

ar,. undesewédturse wrll not land on its intended

victim.

3 Guide a horse with a whip, a donkey with a bridle,

and a fool with a rod to his back!

4 Don't answer the foolish argUments of fools,

or you will become as foolish as they are'

s Be sure to answer the foolish arguments of foois'

or they will become wise in their own estimation'

6 Trusting a fool to convey a message

is likë cutting off one's feet or drinking poison!

/ A Droverb in the mouth oIa fool

is as useless as a ParalYzed leg

s Honoring a fool
is as fàolish as tying a stone to a slingshot'

' 4 Droverb ln the mouth of a fool

is like a thorny branch brandished by a drunk'

ro An employer who hires a fool or a bystander

is lite an archer lvho shoots at random'

25:20 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads po,ring ÿineSar on soda'

lffi-il
"'TllxÎllillitnooringadeadrvweapon,I
reissomeo*]i!1ffi§illi.e 

I

; Tiiïïffi,#,"frfi"-#'ïi$i':::î.. t

E A Person who straYs from home
is like a bird that strays ftom its nest'

26:23 As rn Creek verlion; Hebrew read\ Buml n8- 26i25 Heb' P\ s?Ùen ?ÿB

re heartfelt counsel of a friend
is as sweet as perfume and incense.

:ver abandon a friend-
either yours or your father,s.
ien disaster strikes, you won,t have to ask your

brother for assistance.
It's better to go to a neighbor than to a brother whc

lives far away.

,flse, my child,+ and make my heart 6lad.
'hen I will be able to answer my critics.
rudent person foresees danger and takes

precautlons.
Ihe simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the

consequences.

,ecurity from someone \,ÿho guaranlees
a stranger's debt.

;et a deposit if he does it for foreigners.*

ud and cheerful greeling early in the moming
.\rll be taken as a curse!

r;,rarrelsome u/ife is as annofng
j. conslanl dripping on a rainy day.
-prng her compiaints is like trying to stop the u/ind- rrying to hold something wiih greased hands.
:on sharpens iron,
:, a friend sharpens a friend.
. orkers who tend a fig tree are allo\,ÿed to eat

the fruit,
aorkers who protect their employer,s interests
nili be rewarded

r rce is reflected in water,
:he heart reflects the real person.

.: Death and Destruction* are never satisfied,
ruman desire is never satisfied.
(r s the purity of silver and gold,
d person ts tested by being praised.*

,nnot separate fools from their foolishness,
though you $ind them like $ain wth morrar

, nd Destlp

:re state ofyour flocks,
: put your heart into caring for your herds,
-.es don't last forever,

' 
- :he crown might not be passed to the next
:: reration.
:e hay is harvested and the new crop appears: :re mountain grasses are gathered in,' 

'
.ep will proüde wool for clothin&: rur goats will proüde the price of a field.
: uill_have enough goats, milk for yourself,

,nily, and your servant girls.

- e u.icked run away when no one is chasing
-nem,

- .r godly are as bold as lions.
-:re is moral rot \^rithin a nation, its government
::.es easily.

.e and knowledgeable leaders bring
:: tiil.
.':on who oppresses the poor
. r.ounding rain that destroys the crops.

, jnr. 27:l3AsinGreekandLatnrersion\tsÊÉttr. l' 
ùù fraL@ry. 2g:7 ptêo , § th,., tat+ . Zg,t i



r,s to itsvomit,
]eats his foolishness.

' 
iope for fools

: rple who think they are wise.

r:, claims, "There's a lion on the road
:: îhere's a lion out there!"

:.gs back and forth on its hinges,
lerson turns over in bed.

:!ie food in their hand
,.n lift it to their mouth.

:..sider themselves smarter
i\ise counselors.

someone else's argument
:. as Yanking a dogs ears.

rn8
i]l shooting a deadly weapon
: : l:es to a friend
:.s "lwasonÿjoking."

,r-,:hout wood,
-s disappear when gossip stops.

. terson stârts fights
rot embers light charcoal or fire

:t:.1 morsels
iap into one's heart.

:! r.ray hide a wicked heart,
::n glaze covers a clay pot.

, . t: their hatred with pleasant

.lÊ.ei\ing you.
: ne kind, bul don't believe ther-
': are full of many eüls-*
::. I may be concealed by fricke:,
;::rng w'ill be exposed in publrc

;l icr others,
: -;ught in it yourself.
: ,. ier down on others,
- .Ji lnstead.

. .-.:re s its victims,
..i ,r ords cause ruin.

::è :lout tomorrow
: . r' don't knowwhat the da)' \\- trf,il
, : . : - .e you. not your own mo'.r:-
::: ,:ur own lips.

;, aic sand is weighty,
::.inent caused by a fool is evea

:.: h.rath is like a flood,
.: e', en more dangerous.

: :.:Cen iove!

: s::.rere friend

': rany kisses frOm an enem\'.

. ::ll refuses honey,

.i: iood tastes sweet to the hung:,

,:::, s from home
--::i strays from its nest.

. -.::. Jrr4ir8. 26:25 Hebrewierff ia

,lrtfelt counsel of a friend
, sweet as perfume and incense.

rbandon a friend-
er yours or your father's.
iisaster strikes, you won't have to ask your

-:ôther for assistance.

-letter to go to a neighbor than to a brother who
, es far away.

., my child,+ and make my heart glad.
, r I will be able to answer my critics.

r.nt person foresees danger and takes
'recautions.

. simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the
-lnsequences.

rrity from someone who guarantees
: !tranger's debt.
r deposit if he does it for foreigners.+

.,nd cheerful greeting early in the moming
le taken as a curse!

--elsome wife is as annoying
rnstant dripping on a rainy day.
g her complaints is like trying to stop the wind

.,ing to hold somethingwith $eased hands.
' -.harpens iron,
'iiend sharpens a friend.

''.ers who tend a fig tree are allowed to eat
e fruit,
:rkers who protect their employer's interests
ll be rewarded.

? is reflected in water,
. heart reflects the real person.

leath and Destruction* are never satisfied,
. nan desire is never satisfied.

s the purity of silver and gold,
i )erson is tested by being praised.*

1ot separate fools from their foolishness,
:hough you $ind them like $ain with mortar
i pestle.

: : state of your flocks,
: Jt your heart into caring for your herds,
.i don't last forever,
re crown might not be passed to the next

:: eration.
. hay is harvested and the new croD appears
-.e mountain grasses are gathered in,

o wrll proüde wool for clothing,
r rr goats will provide the price of a field.

. ,r'ill have enough goats' milk for yourself,
'rmily, and your servant girls.

page39l.,.PROVERBS 28
4 To reiect the law is to praise the wicked;

to ôbey the law is to fight them.
s Eül people don't understand iustice,

but those who follow the LoRn understand
completely.

6 Better to be poor ând honest
than to be dishonest and rich.

/ Young people who obey the law are wise;
those with wild friends bring shame to their

parents.+

8 Income from charging high interest rates
will end up in the pocket of someone who is kind

to the poor.
e God detests the prayers

of a person who ignores the lav/.
ro Those who lead good people along an evil path

will fall into their own trap,
but the honest will inherit good things.

rr Rich people may think they are wise,
but a poor person with discernment can see right

through them.
r2 When the godly succeed, everyone is glad.

When the wicked take charge, people go into hiding.
r3 People who conceal their sins \\ill not prosper,

but if ther, confess and tum from them, they\4/ill
receir e mero .

14 Blessed are those rr'ho fear to do wrong,+
but the stubbom are headed for serious trouble.

rs A wicked ruler is as dangerous to the poor
as a roaring lion or an attacking bear.

r6 A ruler with no understanding will oppress his people,
but one who hates conuption will have a long lifi.

r7 A murderer's tormented conscience will drive him into
the $ave.

Don't protect him!
tE The blameless \4/ill be rescued from harm,

but the crooked will be suddenly destroyed.
re A hard worker has plenty of food,

but a person who chases fantasies ends
up in poverty.

20 The trustworthy person \\tll get â r: ;r rrir aii,
but a person uho rran:s aL::k ranÊs \\ill get

into trouble
2r Shour:g:.îli::, :! t:.a:g,lC.

,.e: st:la,,,,:r :t,,,::l: aar a merepieceof bread.
22 Gleeûr :.::.. -. .- ..-:;lf quick

but l.: . ..:.::-: ::-:. :: headed for poverty.
23 In the er.ü :.,: . ::::Ê.tate honest criticism

far mo:e:::: :.;:ir:r.
'e wicked run away when no one is chasing
ihem,

-:e godly are as bold as lions. 2a Anyone rr r.. :ie:is ir:n his father and mother
-ereismoralrot\/ÿithinanation,itsgovernment andiars 

"iiats"rrongurththat?":oles easily. is no beirÈ: t:1311 I murderer.
..seandknowledgeableleadersbring 2sGreedcausesitlrltng;
. Dility. trusting the Lono leads to prosperi§.
r-:rson who oppresses the poor 26 Those who trust their own insight are foolish,
. a pounding rain that destroys the crops. but anyone who walks in wiJdom is safe.

"'!safr zTilSAsinGreekandLatinversions(seealso20:16)iHebrewrcadsforapramisilousuomafl.2T..2oHebrewsheolaflà
21Orbuflattery.28:7Heûewtheirfather.zSil4orthoseuhofearthe'LoRD;Hebtewrcàdsthoseuhofedr

I
I

EIF



PROVERBS 29...pogeis2

27 Whoever gives to the poor wil'l lack nothing,
but those who close their eyes to poverÿ will

be cursed.

28 when the wicked take charge, people go into hiding.
When the wicked meet disaster, the godly

flourish.

29 1 Whoever stubbornly refuses to accept criticism
will suddenly be destroyed beyond recovery.

2 when the godly are in authority, the people rejoice.
But when the wicked are in power, they gloan.

3 The man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father,
but if he hangs around \,ÿith prostitutes, his wealth is

wasted.

4 A iust king gives stâbility to his nation,
but one who demands bribes destroys it.

s To flatter friends
is to lay a trap for their feet.

6 Evil people are trapped by sin,
but the righteous escape, shouting for joy.

7 The godly care about the dghts of the poor;
the $ricked don't care at all.

8 Mockers can get a whole town agitated,
but the wise will calm anger.

e If a wise person takes a fool to court,
there \,ÿill be ranting and ridicule but no satisfaction.

r0 The bloodthirsty hate blameless people,

but the upright seek to help them.*

11 Foolsventtheiranger,
but the wise quietly hold it back.

12 If a ruler pays attention to liars,
all his adüsers will be wicked.

r3 The poor and the oppressor have this in common-
the LoRD gives sight to the eyes of both.

14 If a king iudges the poor fairly,
his throne will last forever.

ls To discipline a child produces wisdom,
but a mother is disgraced by an undisciplined

child.
16 When the wicked are in authority, sin flourtshes,

but the godly will live to see their downfall.

1 7 Discipline your children, anC they will give you peace of
mind

and will make your heart glad.

18 w-hen people do not accept diüne guidance, they
runwild.

Butwhoever obeys the law is joyful.

1e words alone \ryill not discipline a servant;
the words may be understood, but they are

not heeded.

zo There is more hope for a fool
than for someone who speaks v/ithout thinking.

2r A servant pampered from childhood
will become a rebel.

zr Prideendsinhumiliaüon, I
while humiliwbrings honor. I

24 Ifyouassistathief,youonlyhurtyourself. I
You are swom to tell the truth. but vou dare not tI

2s Fearingpeopleisadangeroustrap, 't

,. 
"J,irÏTffielonorneanssafetY tbut)usticecomesfromtheLonn. I

'*iï'*':-"#5ïfi::il:}j'àî':' I

ilIffm;-:.:'-""ï
,,nlf,liîiL',Tffi"ul,iil,^T,ao., I
'$ffi 

fu,'iiî':iü'i*ïil*ï-.''-f

ffiËffiÏ:-*",|
: :frt:{fli'ii*!;ffi 

". ".,.:" Iurve me )ust enougn ro ,uorry ay n..or. I
e ior if I growdch, i mày rienyyou and say,' wToil

i*ini**'.' ,f,
I r Some people curse their father

and do not thank their mother.
12 They are pure in their own eyes,

but they are filthy and unwashed.
r3 Theylookproudlyaround,

casting disdainf ul glances.
14 They have teeth like swords

and fangs like knives.
They devour the poor from the earth

and the needy from among humanity.

rs The leech has two suckers
that cry out, "More, more!"*

There are three Things that are never satisfied-
no, four that never say, "Enough!":

16 the grave,+

the barrenwomb,

l

eye that mocks a father
rd despises a mother,s instructions
- e plucked oul by ravens of the valley-d eaten by\,,ultures.

'are three things that amaze me_
rour things that I don,t understand:

,n eagle glides through the sky,
,\ a snake slithers on a rock,
n a ship naügates the ocean,
,1 a man loves a woman.

: -riterous woman consumes a man,
l wip€s her mouth and says,,,What,s wro.\rth that?"

. rre three things that make the earth trem
acur it cannot endure:
.r ho becomes a king,
. erbearing fool who prospers,

-rr woman_who finally gets a husband,'. ,nl girl who supplants her misress.

':e four things on earth that are small but
- -.usually wise;
'1ey aren't strong,
:.ey store up food all summer.

, , --they aren't powerful,
'?t'ma.ke their homes among the rocks.
-rney have no king,
- :y, march in formation.
-they are easy to catch,
:v are found even in kings,palaces.

:: rhree things that walk with stat€ly stridii that strut about:
. ing of animals, who won,t tum aside- :nything,
-tting rooster,

, È goat,
: :s he leads his army.

. . been a fool by being proud or plotting
: ur mouth in shame.

,-.ng of cream yields butter- . I ng the nose causes bleeding,
:,9 up anger causes quarrels.

:s of King Lemuel
:.rngs of King Lemuel contain this mes
.ris mother taught him.
r son of my womb,

: :ly vows,
, .: \,our strength on women.
. ,rho ruin kings.

.n,gs. O Lemuei, to guzzle wine.' uto notcrave alcohol.
-rtlk, they may forget the lavi
- , e lustice to the oppressed.

I rhe dying,
, r:r those inbitterdistress.

, a.ad\pr5. 3li1 Ot ot I enupl. king oJ Ma,a.r H d \ucLe)siÿe lener ot rne Hebrù âiphabe.

22 Anangrypersonstartsfights; thethilstydesert, I
a hôt-tèmperedperson commits all kinds of sin. the blazingfire. il

2g,1O Ot The bloodthiretl hate blonel§ peogle, / and theA seek to :bll the upright; Hebtew rcadsThe bloodthitst! hotebtamel* people;./ æ i- 4
th?Ase?ktheilife. l}tllaOrsonollakàhiomM6sa;oisonoflakeh,onoracle.30:lbTheHebrew(analsbetranslatedlhenande(\ntàq
/t;Ithielandtoll.ul. l\t1sHebtewtwodoughtrywhotr!wt, Give,Siuel' 10:16HebrewÿPol.
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H*ï[*,î:'J]Ti'unvo,,,.rr I
ffi:ftîffi,ï"Ïi,ü-î'""I
HËi's*ï,ffii:r.'- |
+i=ï: lttr 

son or lakeh con"" 

1
Hiff:{ffi"ll:flif 

-'. I
:ïift T.',ï,THiu*',ï.0*.,0.*l
H$iïTif.îâxtiliï1ï:Ë.*, I

,4;;*ip|*ffi,,-l

e that mocks a father
: despises a mother's instructions
, plucked out by rayens of the valley
r eaten by lultures.

,re three things that amaze me-
,our things that I don't understand:, eagle glides through the s§

a snake slithers on a rock,
. ,r ship naügates the ocean,

a man loves a woman.

: -lterous woman consumes a man,
- wipes her mouth and says, "What's wrong
.'rth that?"

:re three things that make the earth tremble-
-rur it cannot endure:
lho becomes a king,
, erbearing fool who prospers,

'.er woman who finally gets a husband,
, ant girl who supplants her mistress.

::e four things on earth that are small but
rusually wise:
'1ey aren't strong,
rey store up food all summer.

.,'-they aren't powerful,
:rey make their homes among the rocks.

-theyhave no king,
:.ey march in formation.
-they are easy to catch,
'',ey are found even in kings'palaces.

.:e three things that walk with stately stride-
. ur that strut about:
king of animals,lÿho won't tum aside

: anything,
,:utting rooster,
- ale goat,
r as he leads his army.

:ve been a fool by being proud or plotting eüI,
: \'our mouth in shame.

:y drinb theymayforgetthe law
:t give iusüce to the oppressed.
s for the dying,
ine for those in bitter distress.

pose3e3...PROVrReS 31

7 Letthemdrinkto
and remember

forget their poverty
their troubles no more.

8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves;
ensure iustice for those being crushed.

e Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless,
and 6ee that they get iustice.

A Wife of Noble Character
10* Who can find a ürtuous and capable wife?

She is more precious than rubies.
tt Herhusbandcantrusther,

and she will greatly enrich his life.
i2 She brings him good, not harm,

all the days of her life.
r3 She finds wool and fla\

and busily spins it.
ra She is like a merchant's ship,

bringing her food from afar.
15 She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for

her household
and plan the day's work for her servant girls.

16 She goes to inspect a field and buys it;
with her eamings she plants a vineyard.

17 She is energetic and strong,
a hard worker.

r8 She mâkes sure her dealings are profitable;
her lamp bums late into the night.

le Her hands are busy spinning thread,
her fingers twisting fiber.

20 She extends a helping hand to the poor
and opens her arms to the needy.

21 She has no fear of winter for her household.
for everyone has warm* clothes.

22 She makes her own bedspreads.
She dresses in fine linen and pur:le gour.s

z: Herhusband iswell known atthe.it, s3iÊs
wherehesits htth rhe Jrhe: .... .,:.r,

2a She makes belr.l . -.<:5ari-?l.i:

beating of cream yields butter and sashe§ to sell to the merc}ants.

striking the nose causes bleeding, z She is dothed with sErrgû ard dignity,
rrrmg up anger causes quarrels. and she laughs withort fear of the futurc.

æ When Sæ Seatc h€rnords are wise,
ngs of King Lemuel andshegiresinstudixrsryifhkindness.
: sayrngs of King Lemuel contain this messagg+ z shecarefullyrmdsmytringinherhousehold
ich his mother taught him. and suffersndringftomlaziness.
rn,Osonof mywomb, æ Herchilùmffirdadblessher.
rofmyvows, Herhu$andfraisesher:

strength on women, zg 'There are rnanÿvirtr.nrs and capable women
inüre*orlC,

but yoü $ryass ttErn aü!"
ao Charm is decefnhre, and beauty does not last

but a Homill who fears the Lonr will be greatly
praised-

:t Reward her fr a[ slre has done.
lÆt her deeds Flblidy dedare her praise.

ruin kings.

O Lemuel, to guzzle i/ÿine.
not crave alcohol.

. ar Rock badgers- 3"1 t1 Ot of Lefluel, king of M6sa; ot af kng Lemuel, an û. ::: 3.1
beginswithasuccessiveletteroftheHebrewaiphabet. 3l:2iAsincreekandi::...j.

Y'ffi 10-31 comprisea Hebrryarostic
s; Hebrry reads sc4rler.
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:i in humiliation,
: ,rility brings honor.

!ri: a thief, you only hurt yourself.
': ! * om to tell the truth, but you dare not tesr
:.:, :1e is a dangerous trap,
-!::19 the LoRD means safety.

:i :he ruler's favor,

'::e comes from the LoRD-

::: is despise the unjust;
-.:,i despise the godly.

gs of Agur
>a,,rngs of Agur son of Jakeh contain this w

-. C God;
.a::, andwom out,O God.+
.:i:id to be human,
:ai:.ommon sense.
: l_; stered human wisdom,
. .ù,rw the Holy One.

::* goes up to heaven and comes back do*r
r:.is the wind in his fists?
:s ijp the oceans in his cloak?

=: ::eated the whole wide world?
:s :.:me-and his son's name?
: :: ;Ou knOW!

:: rf God proves true.
ri.:rld to all who come to him for protecLlr

:i :l hls words,
:: . :ebuke you and expose you as a liar.

r":6 t,ço favors from you;
::', a them before I die.
: :e never to tell a lie.
: tre me neither poverty nor riches!
- -: r enough to satisfy my needs.
r,,. :rch, I maydenyyou and say, "Who is

-.- :, ?"

- .;-- :oo poor, I may steal and thus insuh ;m
t:t:.Ê

-:Ê: : \rorker to the employer,
:t::::, rr'ill curse you, and you will pay fcr r-

:.. .Jrse their father
::: :lank thelr mother.

: -:a :: :f.eir o,À1 eyes,
:, .:? :iithy and unwashed.
::: -iiv around,

:;:s.:arnful glances.
: Ieetit hke s\{iords
',gs :rke knives.
:,: :.Ê poorfrom theearth
. :..if from among humanity.

::: l,(O SUCkefS
, :-: \lore,more!"*

--.:. : th j ngs that are never satisfred-
: ::.at never say, "Enough!":

:?:. homb,
:a' desert,
rr.E :ire.
-.-. .:: rdthtrsqJ hateblameless people; / 6.f- tu M_;::.i 

an I a lso be tran slatedThe mn declar{ N i û
, ,;-;_ :

ie eye that mocks a father
and despises a mother's instructions
Li be plucked out by ravens of the valley
and eaten by\ultures.

2re are three things that amaze me-
no, four things that I don't understand:
'.v an eagle glides through the sky,
now a snake slithers on a rock,
xow a ship naügates the ocean,
:iow a man loves a woman.

adulterous woman consumes a man,
ihen wipes her mouth and says, "What's wrong

with that?"

:re are three things that make the earth tremble-
io, four it cannot endure:
:ve who becomes a king,
:n overbearing fool who prospers,
r bitter woman who finallygets a husband,
r servant girl who supplants her mistress.

,re are four things on earth that are small but
unusually wise:

s-they aren't strong,
'Jl they store up food all summer.
:xes*-they aren't powerful,

rut they make their homes among the rocks.
.:sts-they have no king,

. rt they march in formation.

.rds-they are easy to catch,
r lt they are found even in kings' palaces.

,re are three things that walk with stately stride-
-1, four that strut about:
.ion, king of animals, who won't tum aside

for anlthing,
.,e strutting rooster,
- e male goat,
iing as he leads his army.

u have been a fool by being proud or plotting eül,
" rer your mouth in shame.

:e beating of cream yields butter
J striking the nose causes bleeding,

, stirring up anger causes quarrels.

:yings of King Lemuel
- \e sayings of King Lemuel contain this message,*
', hich his mother taught him.

son, O son ofmywomb,
son of my vows,
r l waste your strength on women,
- rhosewhoruinkings.

t for kings, O Lemuel, to guzzle wine.
.ers should not crave alcohol.
:hey drink, they may forget the law
not give iustice to the oppressed.

",1 is for the dying,

- ivine for those in bitter distress.
-. ! a s, or Ro ck b adge6. 11 t1 Ot of Lemuel, king of M6sa ; ot..!e beginswith a successive letterof the Hebruaiphabet.

pose3e3...PROVERBS 31

7 Let them drink to forget their poverty
and remember their troubles no more.

8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves;
ensure,ustice for those being crushed.

e Yes, speak up for the poor and helpless,
and seethat theyget justice.

A Wife of Noble Character
1o* Who can find a virtuous and capable wife?

She is more precious than rubies.
rr Herhusband cantrusther,

and she will greatly enrich his life.
r2 She brings him good, not harm,

all the days of her life.
13 She finds wool and flax

and buslly spins it.
1r She is like a merchant's ship,

bringing her food from afar.
15 She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for

her household
and plan the daÿs work for her servant girls.

16 she goes to inspect a field and buys it;
with her earnings she plants a vineyard.

17 She is energetic and strong,
a hard worker.

r8 She makes sure her dealings are profitable;
her lamp bums late into the night.

1e Her hands are busy spinning thread,
her fingers twisting fiber.

20 She extends a helping hand to the poor
and opens her arms to the needy.

2r She has no fear of winter for her household,
for everyone has warm* clothes.

22 She makes her own bedspreads.
She dresses in fine linen and purple gowns.

23 Her husband is well known at the city gates,
where he sits with the other civic leaders.

24 She makes belted linen garments
and sashes to sell to the merchants.

25 She is clothed vÿith strength and dignity,
and she laughs without fear of the future.

26 When she speaks, her words are wise,
and she gives instructions \,Vlth kindness.

27 She carefullywatches everlthing in her household
and suflers nolhing fiom lazrness.

28 Her children stand and bless her.
Her husband praises her:

2e "There are many \irllous and capable women
in üe rçorlci,

but you surpass them all!"
:o Charm is deceptiÿe, and beauty does not last;

but a \,ÿoman \^/ho fears the LoRD will be greatly
praised.

:r Reward her for all she has done.
Let her deeds publicly declare her praise.

of King Lemuel, an or acle. 3 1 i'l 0 Verses 1 O-3 1 comprise a Hebrew acrostic
3 I :2 I As in Greek and latin versi ons; Hebrew reads s.a/l€t.
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Author Solomon, according to Jewish tradition
Date Written Uncertain, perhaps around 935 8.c., late in Solomon's reign

Content There are few experiences in life that are more universal than disappointment. lt seems as if
everyone has experienced a broken promise, an unfulfilled expectation, or a shattered dream
The "Teacher" in the book of Ecclesiastes recorded his own experiences with disappointment
as he tried to find peace apart from Cod. In the book, the Teacher uses a series of examples-
wealth, wisdom, popularity, pleasure-and shows how each of them ultimately ends in
disappointment if it becomes the sole reason for one's existence. After pondering this dilem*a
for severai chapters, the author finally comes to this conclusion: "Fear Cod and obey his

commands, for this is everyone's duty" ('l 2:1 3). lt appears that the Teacher abandoned any

hope in worldly pursuits and decided that gloriÿing Cod provides the only lasting meaning
in life.

- sun. Hoh me_aningless! ?oso I gave up
ng the value o[ ali my hard worÈ in this ,

" people work wselywith knowledge ano
.e lhe fruit of their efforts to someone r
)r it. This, too, is meaningless, a $eat tra

. eople get in this [i[e for all rheir hard worl
.r_d-ays of labor are filled wrth pain and 

1-err mtnds cannot resl. Il is allmeaningle
lpcided there is nothing better than tô e. Jnd to find satisfaction in work. I hen

,: pleasures are from the hand of God. :
: enjoy anything apart from him?* 26cod
.çledge, and. ioy to those who please hin
.omes wcatthy, God takes the wealth ,

rose who please him. This, too, is mear
- t the \^/ind.

'or Everything
.rery.thing there is a season,

.me for every activiÿ under heaven.
r be bom and a time to die.

- . io plant and a time to harvest., : kill and a time to heal.
:',e to tear do\NTr and a time to build up.
io cry and a time to laugh.

:e to grieve and a time to dance.
0 \catter slones and a I ime lo gather sto'' e lo embrace and a time to tuin dway.

:r search and a time to quit searching.-. to keep and a time to throw away.
-, tear and a time to mend.' ro be quiei and a time to speak.

toye and a time to hate.
. lor war and a time for peace"

: _. people really get for all their hard \1-:burdenGodhasplacedonusall. iryet
:ring beautiful for its own time. He has

- human heart, but even so, peopie tar
oe o[ Cod's work f rom beginning ro en
ere rs nothrng better than to be hapf\
l' Iong as we can. rJAnd people shour;r\ the truits of their labor, for the<e .

. Jrÿ that \4ihatever God does is final. .\
: .: io it or taken from it. God,s purpose: ear him. I5whal is happenrng now i. ,nd what will happen in the future h.:. because God makes the same things i,: again.

:es of Life
.: that under the sun there is eül in the.i the courts of lau/are corrupt! rzI said

.:.on God willjudge everyone, both go,
- - deeds."

-ght about the human condition-ho,
: È that they are like animals. reFor peop: :re sâft€ fate-both breathe+ and-boù
-aIe no real advantage over the animal:

::3oth go to the same place-they cam€
:rrn to dust. 2rFor who can prové that rjo and the spirit of animals goes dorr
. 'au that there is nothing better for J

. .d, rertion\: Hebrewledd\ apart frofr mp.- DoaDtc,toalltho\? ùho 0r?betorc thpm_ 5_.

I These are the words of the Teacher,* King David's son,

who ruled in Jerusalem.

Everything ls Meaningless
uEverlthing is meaningless," says the Teacher, "completely
meaningless!"

rWhat do people get for all their hard work under the
sun? 4cenerations come and generations go, but the earth
never changes. 5The sun rises and the sun sets, then hurries
around to rise again. cThe wind blows south, and then tums
north. Around and around it goes, blowing in circles. TRivers

run into the sea, but the sea is nevel full. Then the wâter
returns again to the rivers and flows out again to the sea.
sEverything is wearisome beyond description. No matter
how much we see, \,ÿe are never satisfied. No matter how
much we hear, we are not content.

eHistorymerelyrepeats itself. Ithas allbeen done before.
Nothingunderthe sun is trulynew. roSomeümes people say,
"Here is someïhing new!" But actually it is old; Rothing is

ever trulynew. I rwe donl remember what happened in the
past, and :n future generations, no one will remember what
we are doing now.

The Teacher Speaks: The Futiliÿ of Wisdom
12I, the Teacher, was king of Israel, and I lived in Ierusalem.
r3I devoted myself to search for understanding and to ex-
plore by wisdom everything being done under heaven, I
ioon discovered that God has dealt a tragic existence to the
human race. r4I observed everything going on under the
sun, and reaily, it is all meaningless-like chasing the wind.

ls What iswrong cannot be made dght.
What is missing cannot be recovered.

16I said to myself, "Look I am wiser than any of the kings
who ruled in Jerusalem before me. I have Sreater wisdom
and knowledge than any of them." 17So I set out to learn
everything from wisdom to madness and foliy. But I leamed
firsthand that pffisuing all this is like chasing the wind.

18 The grcater my \,ÿisdom, the Sreater my gdef.
To increase klowledge only increases solrow.

The Futiliÿ of Pleasure
, I said to myself, "Come on, let's try pleasure. LeEs look
Z for the'good things' in life." But I found that this, too,

was meaningless. zSo I said, "laughter is silly. What good

does it doto seekpleasure?" 3After much thQught,
to cheer myself with wine. And while still seeking

, I de:ru
i/ÿiÿimr

clutched at foolishness. In this way, I tried to experiene'lü
only happiness most pecple finti during their brief llii l'
this world.

4I also tried to find meaning by building huge homer u
myself and by plantingbeautifulvineyards. sI made ga.'iim

and parks, filling them with al1 kinds of fruit trees. 6l lto!
reservoirs to collect the water to irrigate my many flot.rs
ing $oves. 7I bought slaves, both men and women, anc dûl

ers were born lnto my household. i also owned large rodt

and flocks, more thanân-y of the kings who had lived ir tmr

salem before me. 8I collected $eat sums of silver and $1
the treasure of man;,kings and proünces. I hiredwortSlt
singers, both men and women, and had many beaulil: ,
cüLr"ines. T had everwning a man cou!d desirél 't

"So T became g'iater ihan all who had lived in lerlrsf
betore me. and iry wisdom never faileo me. roAnr;ot
$anTed, I woulC tike. I denieci mvsclf no pieasure. . *
iound greal pleasure in hard r.rork. a retvard for a,' :r'f
bors. ,'îur as I looked at ever\,thing I haci worked so @
arromplish, it was ail so meaningless-like chas:rg f,
wind. I here was nothing really worthwhile anyr,vhere lË

The Wise and the Foolish
r2so I decided to compaie wisdom -with foolishres
madness (for who can do this better than I, the king*

l

thought, "Wisdom is better
better than darkness. l4For

going, but fools walk
the foolish share the
myself, "Since I will end up the same as the fooi,
value of allmywisdorn? This is all so meaninglessl

wise and the foolish both die. The wise \ryill not be

bered any longer thanthe fool. In the days to come.l

be forgotten.
rTSo I came to hate life because every'thing done

leave to others ever,'thing I
whether my successors will

in the dark." Yet I saw that
same fate. lsBoth will die. So 1

have earned. reAnd tçh

der the sun is so troubling. Everything is

chasing the wind.

The Futility of Work
r8l came to hate all my hard work here on earth, ir

be wise or foolish? Ye:

control everl,'thing I have gained by my skill and

1:1 I.lebreweoh€ierh;thistermisrendered"theTeacher"throughoutthisbook. 2:l2ThemeaningoftheHebrewlsuncertain.
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! -:gn
:r ,han disappointment. It seems a: i-

' ?d expectation, or a shattered ci'=r31

: :,.rn experiences with disappointrst
r.e Teacher uses a series of examc*-
. . , h of lhem ullimaLely ends in
s .x stence. After pondering this d; iqmlu
::^c usion: "Fear Cod and obey his
::;rs that the Teacher abandoned aq
I :: provides the only lasting mear 1

.€Êk pleasure?" 3After much thought I .d
r:.: ,,iith wine. And while still seeking h§@Mt

ri.ishness. Inthisway,Itried to er?erd
::: most pecple find during their b:-e iim

:: :: find meaning by building huge :,]n*lh
', :i:ntingbeautifulüneyards. slma;i a"ûün
r.::g them with all kinds of fruit û'ee ü 1[!

.-i the water to inigate my mar. :-':æ
. : r ight slaves, both men and womei an[" ûl'
- :io my household. I also owned L::pr nud

: :. rhan any of the kings who had lila: r un
. -. EI coliected $eat sums of sih.e : î.u dü
:: :-:i,r, kings and provinces. I hirei h:rl]mfill
. - ,rdwomen,andhadmanybeô---- I
: .;inlhing a man côu1d desirel
-. .eaier than ali who had lived in :rurm
,:.: 1 i,,iisdom never failed me. ::-i--nm*

I denied myscli no pieas;,- rI
, :' in h,rr.l uork, a reward e : J -4

. .d ar eveMhing I irail workei i: rril
,ai all so meaningless-like c::sl'm! Ü

. , lhrng re;lly worlhwhile an\lç:-1

l.:,':mhm,fr'lJï:'d
,:# : i :l".I,ii ïiiJ§lï:ïl iLi

r .1 aik in the dark." Yet T saw that ttrd
:::i -e same tale. ,5Botn wrrt ore. ÿi{
. . ,'... end up the samc as the fool xfufl
....- -. inisisailsomeaningressi' Iîl

,. -,,, - ''#,X;i lfiriff ïii ::;ît

of Work
::a jll m,v hardwork here cn earth :r tl
' .'..:.1hing I have earned. leAnd r:,: d
, - :.ssors wili be wise or foolish? ) È: x![ila
.:r.:E Lhaye gained by my skil.l and a,il'!,il|
'; :: _: r-rlbrewis ùncertain,
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. sun. How meaningless! 20So I gave up in despair, than to be happy in their work. That is vÿhy we are herel No
19 the value ofall myhard work in this world. one will bringus back from death to enjoyiife afterwe die.
: people work wiselywith knowledge and skill, then
È the fruit of their efforts to sômeone who hasn't /t Again, I observed all the oppression that takes place un-
rr it rhis, too, is meaningless, a $eat tragedy. 22so 'f aàr tire sun. I saw the teâri of the oppressed, with no
:ople get in this life for all their hard work and anxi- one to comfort them. The oppressors havà great power, and
,:r days of labor are filled wrth pain and grief; even their üctims are helpless. zSô I concluded t"hat tlie dead are-eir minds cannot rest. It is all meaningless. better offthan the living. :Butmost fortunate ofall are thôse
-ecided there is nothing better than to en)oy food v/ho are not yet born. Fôr they have not seen all the evil that. and to find satisfaction in work. Ihen I realized is done underthe sun.
. pieasures are from the hand of God. 25For who aThen I observed that most people are motivated to suc-
enjoyanlthingapartfromhim?*26codgiveswis- cess because they en\y their neighbors. But this, too, is
,\'ledge, and ioy to those who please him. But if a meaningless-liké chasing the winà.

,mes weaithy, God takes the wealth away and
.hose who pleâse him. This, too, is meaningiess s "Fools.fold their idle hands,
'.3 the wind. leading them to mln."

-or Everything 
6Andyel'

.\ erything ther; is a season, "Better to have one handful \'ÿith quietness

lme for every actiüÿunder heaven. than two handfuls \'ÿith hard \ryork

I be bom and a time to die. and chasingthe wind."
- Ê to plant and a time to hawest.
.r kill and a time to heal. The Advantages of Companionship
t.: to tear down and a time to build up. 'l observed yet another example of something meaningless
: cry and a time to laugh. under the sun. sThis is the case of a man who is all alone,
. togfieve and a timeio dance. without a child or a brother, yet who works hard to gain as

, scatter stones and a time to gather stones. much wealthas he cân. But then he asks himself,,,Who am I
. to embrace and a time to tuin away. working for? Why am I giüng up so much pleasure now?,, It
I search and a lime to quit searching. it llso meaningless and depressing

. to keep and a time toihrow away." eTwo. people are better off than one, for they can help
tearandatimetomend. each other succeed. rolf one person falls, the'other can

. to be quiet ând a time to speak reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real

loveandatimetohate. trouble. ilLikewise, two people lying close together can

. lor war and a time for peace. keep each other warm. But how can One be warm alone? r2A
person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but

:, people really get for all their hard work? rol h/ÿo can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even
e burden God has placed on us all. rrYet God has better, for a triple-braided cord is not éasrly broken.
ling beautiful for its own time. He has planted

:.e human heart, but even so, people cannot see The Futility of political power
lpeofGod'sworkfrombeginningtoend.r2sol l3ltisbettertobeapoorbutwiseyouththananoldandfool-
lere is nothing better than to be happy anri en- ish king who refuses all adüce. 

'rasuch 
a youth could rise

,.aslorgaswecan.r:And_peopleshouldeatand from p_ôverty and succeed. He might even become king,.-loythefruitsoftheirlabor,forthesearegifts thoughhehâsbeeninprison.,rnutineneveryànerushesto

row rhat wharever God does is rinar Norhins :iffff ,1:lâ';ff,iliili,T:l;ii?r:i,ji:ï#rui:ïL','"ï
, I to it or taken_from jt. God's purpose is thai grows up and reiects him, too. So it is all meanin"gless-like
. I fear him. rswhat is happening now has hap- ifrasingihe winâ.
:.', and what will happen in the future has hap-
-., because God makes the same things happen Approaching Cod with Care
,: again. t , -At 

) o, ànter the house of God, keep l,our ears open

:ces of Life ;",?l'.Ii':$:iïilx:.Tii;H:,îj::ià:ifî:,^lî;
.d that under the sun there is evil in the court- in bringrng malters before God. After all, God is in heaven,
:n the courts of law are corruptl 17I said to my- and you arè here on eafih. So let your words be few.
,eason God will judge everyone, both good and ; Too much actl\rn grves you iestless dreams; too many

- eir deeds." words make you a foo1. 
-

- 
-rught about the human condition-how God 4when you make a promise to God, don,t delay in follow-

I rle that they are like animals. leFor.people and ing througir, for God tâkes no pleasure in fools. (eàp all the
, the same fate-both breathe* and.both must prômises-you make to him. 5It is better to say nothing than
.-h-ave no real advantage over the animals. How io make a promise and nôt keep it. 6Don't tât your mouttr2oBoth go ro the same place-they came from make you sin. And don't defend ÿourself by telliirg the Tem-
:etumtodust.2rForwàocanprovethatthehu- ple messenger that the promisé you .ade wasi mistake.

r:s_up and the-spirit of animals goes down into That would make God angry, and'he might vÿipe out every-
\ r I saw that there is nothing better for people thing you have achieved.
:'dslriacversions;HebrcNrcadsapartrrofrme? llgorbolhhavethesamespiit AtlsHebtewthesecondAoilth.4:'16Hebîe\t
illlhepeaple,toallthosewhoarebûorethcm.5:lverse5:iisnumbered4:lZnHebrewtext. S:2Verses5:2:20arenu.nereO

'\ tert.
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ECCLES IASTES 6.. . pase 3s6

zTalk is cheap, like daydreams and other useless actiü-
ties. Fear God instead.

The Futility of Wealth
8Don't be surprised if you see a poor person being op-
pressed by the powerful and if justice is being miscarried
throughout the land. For every official is under orders from
higher up, and matters ofjustice get lost in red tape and bu-
reauüacy. eBven the king milks the land for his own profit!*

roThose who love money will never have enough. How
meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness!
1lThe more you have, the more people come to help you
spend it. So what good is \.vealth-except perhaps to watch it
slip through your fingersl

l2People who work hard sleep well,whether they eat little
or much. But the rich seldom get a good night's sleep.

l3There is another serious problem I have seen under the
sun. Hoarding riches harms the sayer. r4Money is put into
risky investments that turn sour, and everything is lost. in
the end, there is nothing left to pass on to one's children.
rswe all come to the end of our lives as naked and empty-
handed as on the daywe were born. We canltake our riches
\iÿith us.

teAnd this, too, is a very serious problem. People leave
this world no better off than when they came. All their hard
work is for nothing-like working for the wind. lTThrough-
out their lives, they live under a cloud-frustrated, discour-
aged, and an8Ty.

t aEven so, I have noticed one thing, at least, that is good. It
is good for people to eat, drink, and enioy their work under
the sun during the short life God has given them, and to ac-
cept their lot in life. r eAnd it is a good thing to receive wealth
from God and the good health to enioy it. To enioy your
work and accept your lot in life-this is indeed a gift from
God.20cod keeps such people so busy enjoying life that they
take no time to brood over the past.

( There is another serious tragedy I have seen under the
LI sun,and itweighsheaülyonhumanity. 2codgives some
people $eat wealth and honor and everything they could
ever want, but then he doesn't give them the chance to enjoy
these things. They die, and someone else, even a stranger,
ends up enioying their wealthl This is meaningless-a sick-
ening Eagedy.

3A man might have a hundred children and live to be very
old. But if he finds no satisfaction in life and doesn't even
get a decent burial, it would have been better for him to be
bom dead. rHis birth would have been meaningless, and he
would have ended in darkness. He wouldn't even have had a
name, sand he would never have seen the sun or known of
its existence. Yet he would have had more peace than in
grovÿing up to be an unhappy man. 6He might live a thou-
sand years twice over but still not find contentment. And
since he must die like everyone else-\,ÿell, what's the use?

TAll people spend their lives scratching for food, but they
never seem to have enough. 8So are !ÿise people really better
off than fools? Do poor people gain anlthing by being wise
and knowing how to act in front of others?

eEnioywhatyou have rather than desiringwhatyou don't
have. fust dreaming about nice things is meaningless-like
chasing the wind.

The Future-Determined and Unknown
loEverything has already been decided. It was known long
ago what each person would be. So there's no use arguing
with God aboutyour destiny...

*JJ*: i:';''"rds 
vou speak' the less theY mean' 

I
12In the few days of our meaningless lives, who I

howour days can best be spent? ourÏives are liie a sk!
y:-*. téil what will happen on this earth after 

I
Wisdom for Life
7 ' A good reputation is more valuable than costly
I perfume.

And the dayyou die is better than the day you
are born.

2 Better to spend your time at funerals than at parties
After all, everyone dies-
so the liüng should take this to heart.

3 Sorrow is better than laughter,
for sadness has a refining influence on us.

4 A \i/ise person thinks a lot about death,
while a fool thinks only about haüng a good time.

5 Better to be criticized by a wise person
than to be praised by a fool.

6 A fool's laughter is quickly gone,
like thoms
This also is

crackling in a fire.
meaningless.

7 Extortion tums wise people into fools,
and bribes corrupt the heart.

8 Finishing is better than starting.
Patience is better than pride.

e Control your temper,
for anger labels you a fool.

1o Don't long for "the good old days."
This is not wise.

rr Wisdom is even better when you have money.
Bolh are a benefit as you go through life.

12 Wisdom and money can get you almost anything,
but onlywisdom can save your life.

13 Accept the way God does things,
forwho can straighten what he has made crooked?

r4 Enioy prosperitywhile you can,
but when hard times strike, realize that both come

from God.
Remember that nothing is certain in this life.

The Limits of Human Wisdom
15I have seen everything in this meaningless life, includin
the death of good young people and the long life of wicka
people. 1650 don't be too good or too wise! Why destro
yourself? 17On the other hand, don't be too wicked eithe
Don't be a fool!Why die before your time? rEPay attentionr
these instructions, for anyone who fears Godwill avoidbot
extremes.*

rrone wise person is stronger than ten leading citizens c
a town!

. 
20Not a single person on earth is always good and nert

sms.
2r Don'1. eavesdrop on others-you may hear your serval

curse you. 22For you know how often you yourself har
cursed others.

23I have always tried my best to let wisdom guide m ;.
thoughts and actions. I said lo myself, "l am determinedr. 6
be wise." But it didn't work. 24wisdom is always distant aE y
difficult to find. 2sI searched everywhere, determined r

.]om and to understand the reason for thl:,g
.red to prove to myself that wickedness is sn:i:

<hness is madness.
- rcovered that a seductive woman* is a traD m(
- death. Her passion is a snare, and her soft har
fh.ose who are pleasing to God u/ill escape h

, l.ill be caught in her snare.
ris is myconclusion," says the Teacher. ,,I 

discr
:l iooking at the matter from every possible

-gh I have searched repeatedly, I have not foun,
-roking for. Only one out of a thousand men is
i not one woman! 2eBut I did find this: God c

: to be virtuous, but they have each turned to
,!'n downward path."

row wonderful to be wise,
ro anaiyze and interpret things.

lom lights up a person,s face,
,,rftening its harshness_

- Jience to the King
the king since you vowed to God that you v
rry to avoid doing your duty, and don,l stanc

,iho plot eyil, for the king can do whateler he \
mmand is backed by great power. No one can
.tion it. sThose who obey him will not be pun.

. who are wise will find a time and a wav to ào u
Ior lhere is a time and a way for evôrything.

; person is in trouble.
deed, how can people avoid what they don,t kn

. to happen? 6None of us can hold backour spirit
:irng. None of us has the power to prevent the c
.,dth. There is no escaptng lhat obligation, tha:

And in the face ot death, wickednèss will cer
..scue the wicked.

Wicked and the Righteous
. , thought deeply about all that goes on here undr
,ihere people have the power io hurt each othe
seen wicked people buried with honor. yet the\.
(ry ones who frequented the Temple and à-r

ied+ in the same city where they êomminec
:s! This, too, is meaningless. rrWhen a crimr .,
shed quickly, people feel it is safe to do tr.rong
rhough a person sins a hundred times and stiù;t

: rime, I know that those who fear God will be befte:
: wicked will not prosper, for they do not feer
: days_u/ill never $ow long like the evening shador-{nd this is not all that is meaning}ess in our wori
.ife, good people are often treated as though they r

,ed, and wicked people are often treated as thougî
, good. This is so meaningless!
io I recommend haüng fun, because there is not
r tor people in this world than to eat, drink, and e
That \^my they u/ill experience some happiness a- all the hard work God gives them under t^ire sun.

'ln my search for wisdom and in my observation of l

. burdens here on earth, I discovered that there is ce
actiüty, day and night. r7I realized that no one

over everything God is doing under the sun. Not ever

'st 
people discover eyerything, no matter what they cl;

Ith Comes to All
This, too, I carefully explored: Even though the actr
cf godly and wise people are in God,s À'ands, no
Hebrew q uoman. 8: I 0 As in some Hebrew manuscripts and Gre

: ve.sions and LatinVulgate;Hebrewlacks o/bad. 9:lô Hebrerv tL:
5i9ThemeaningoftheHebrewinversesSandgisuncertain. TilSOtwilUollouthmboth.

I



': * ords you speak, the less they mean. SoÜ

i,r da-ys of our meaningless lives, who im
, ,:3n best be spent? Our lives are like a siril
. ïhat will happen on this earth after r,
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dom and to understand the reason for things. I was knows whether God will show them favor. zThe same des-
.i]edtoprovetomyselfthatwickednessisstupidand tiny ultimately awaits everyone, whether righteous or

ishness is madness. \ÿicked, good or bad,+ ceremonially clean or unclean, reli-
:.overedthataseductivewoman*isatrapmorebit- gious or irreligious. Good people receive the same treat-
leath. Her passion is a snare, and her soft hands are ment as sinners, and people who make promises to God are
. hose who are pleasing to God will escape her, but treated like people who don't.
r'iil be caught in her snare. 3It seems so,tragic that everyone under the sun suffers
ls is my conclusion," says the Teacher. "I discovered the same fate. That is why people are not more careful to be
,r looking at the matter from every possible angle. good. hstead, they choose their own mad course, for they
:rlhavesearchedrepeatedly,Ihavenotfoundwhat. have no hope. There is nothing ahead but death anyvvay.

king for. Only one out of a thousand men is virtu- 4There is hope only for the liüng. As they say, "It's better to
:iot one woman! 2eBut I did find this: God created be a live dog than a dead lionl"
I be virtuous, but they have each turned to follow sThe liüng at least know they urill die, but the dead know
1 downward path." nothing. They have no further reward, nor are they remem-

bered. 6whatever they did in their lifetime-loüng, hating,
',v wonderful to be wise, enwrng-is all long gone. They no longer play a part in any-
'o analyze and interpret things. thing here on earth. 7So go ahead. Eat your food with joy,

r rm lights up a person's face, and drinkyourwine vÿith a happy heart, for God approves of
.ening its harshness. thisl Ewear fine clothes, with a splash of cologne!

elive happily with the woman you love through all the
nce to the King meaningless days of life that God has given you under the
: king since you vowed to God that you would. sun. The wife God gives you is your reward for all your

:.toavoiddoingyourduty,anddon'tstandwith earthlytoil.rowhateveryoudo,dowell.Forwhenyougoto
I plot eül, for the king can do whatever he wants. the grave,* there will be no work or planning or knowledge
nand is backed by great power. No one can resist or \^/isdom.
rn it. sThose who obey him will not be punished. I 1I have observed something else under the sun. The fast-
-.c are wise will find a time and a way to do what is est runner doesn't always win the race, and the strongest
: there is a time and a way for ever),thing, even warrior doesn't alwa),s Hin the battle. The u/ise sometimes
:rson is in trouble. go hungn, 2n6 15. skil lful are not necessarily wealthy. And
l,howcanpeopleavoidwhattheydon'tknou'is those\rhoareeduciteddon'tahvavsleadsuccessfullives.It
rppen? 8None of us can hold back our spirit from rs all decided br cnance, bi being in the right place at the

: None of us has the power to prevent the day of right time.
'Thereisnoescapingthatobligation,thatdark r2Peoplecannelerpredtctuhenhardtimesmightcome.
'd in the face of death, wickedness will certainly Like fish in a net or birds rn a trap people are caugÀt b1, sud-
: the \4ricked. den tragedy.

:red and the Righteous Thoughts on Wisdom and Folly
ughtdeeplyaboutallthatgoesonhereunderthelsHereisanotherbitof\iisdomthathaslmpressedri'reasl
: people have the po\.ÿer to hurt each other. r0I have watched the way our world works. r4There was a small
*'icked people buried with honor. Yet they were town with only a few people, and a great king came \4'ith his
nes who frequented the Temple and are now armyandbesiegedit. lsApoor,wisemanknèwhowtosa\e
lr the same ciÿ where they committed their the town, and so it was rescued. But afterward no one
l.s, too, is meaningless. lrwhen a crime is not thought to thank him. t6So even though l4iisdom is better
;uickly, people feel it is safe to do wrong. l2But thanstrength,thosewhoare\^iisewillbedespisediftheyare
:h a person sins a hundred times and still lives a poor. What they say vÿill not be appreciated for long.

know thal those \dho fear God will be better otf. . . ^
.red will not prosper, for tfr.V a" 

".iiàài'C"à' 
r7 Betl€^rtotl^ealthequietwordsof awiseperson

,*,ilrnevergrôwldngiit.tteÉr*ing;ffi*"* ,..^1111^,1.^thouts.ofafoolishklng.
-is is not aii that ir i.reantngl.r, ilàï ;;;ü:j, r8 Better to have !ÿisdom than tleapons of war,

. cd people are often treatedas thÀil'ü;;;.;; but one sinner can destrol much that is good.

, iii:f3"ït:'f,ffin ot"to 
's 

thoush thev 
7n 

r 1sde"d rlies cause e'en a bottle of perrume to

.ommend haüng"fun, because there is nothing ' " ^ .:.'lu
reople in this woild than to eat, àTini,;"d .;;;i \o a litt È foLriishness spoils great wisdom ând honor.

r a,v they will experience some happiness along 2 A wise person chooses the right road;
hard work God gives them under the sun. a fool takes the \1r0ng one.
. arch lor wisdom and in my observation of peo-

. -,s here on earrh, r discovered rhai ri;;;-is;e;;;- : You can identifi fools

,. day and night. r4 .earir"a trlai'no orle im iustbytheu'aYtheywalkdownthestreetl
:fihing God is doing under the sun. Not even the a If your boss is ang4, at you, dont quifl

r ediscovereverything,nomatterwhattheyclaim. Aquietspiritc;novercomeevengreatmistakes.

mes to All The lronies of Life
l, I carefully explored: Even though the actions sThere is another eül I have seen under the sun. Kings and
! and wise people are in God's hands, no one rulersmakeagraÿemistake6whentheygivegleataut"horitv
:,'nman Stl0AsinsomeHebrewmanuscdptsandGreekve6ion;manyHebrewmanuscriptsteadandareflrgottù.9:2AsinG.eekanll
:rd latin Vulgate; Hebrew lacks or b ad. 9 : 1 O Hebre\ÿ to She ot.

r Life
:Èputation is more valuable than cosfll'

: :a,, r'ou die is better than the day you

.:kr-.d your üme at funerals than at parti€s
.. :rervone dies-
.;,rg should take this to heart.

:e:er than laughter,
:.: ss has a refining influence on us.

. s:: thinks a lot about death,
, , i,rl thinks only about haüng a good ti:rr

r: ::iticized by a wise Person
::.:raisedbyafool.
,:;rrer is quickly gone,
,r,s crackling in a fire.
:: :s meaningless.

:,ir,s u,ise people into fools,
:3?s corrupt the heart.

:s 5etter than starting.
:. rs better than pdde.

r jr .emper,
.ai rabels you a fool.

n :.: 'the good old days."
:.it \\,ise.

rs e\ en better when you have money.
:: j 5enefit as you go through life.
:rc money can get you almost anithil'lE,
., §lsdom can save your life.

. ,,:r'God does things,
: :;:. straighten what he has made cord
.r€:it\' \ÿhile you can,
.: :ard times strike, realize that both :mqL

- :t. irat nothingis certain in this Iüa

of Human Wisdom
:,€nthing in this meaningless lifs i:rdt

5:ri |oung people and the long life x ruü
: r r i be too good or too \,ÿisel U]- ûm
- :ie other hand, don't be too wlci'e[' ffi
, 
""-iI 

die before your time? IEPaI a;amMü
::::. :,.i an)rone who fears God u'ill 3ffili!il

. - : : l( rtïonger than ten leading -.tro
.;.. :erson on earth is always gooc an. ü

:>j:op on others-you may hear i or,nonl
::: ,ou know how often you Yo:3et m

r': , i tried my best to let wisdom guun
:-:Jns. I said to mysell "I am dete.rüdü
:;:;r't work. zaWisdom is alwals:rüEntt': rl searched everywhere, det-3ilüûil

ffi



ECCLES IASTES 11 . .. Pose 3e8

to foolish people and low positions to people of proven 6Plant your seed in the morning and keep_ busy all aftr

worth. 7l have even seen servants riding horseback like noon,foryoudon'tknowifprofitwillcomefromoneac:
princes-and princes walking like servantsl ity or another-or maybe both

8 When you dig a well,
you miBht fall in.

When you demolish an old wall,
you could be bitten by a snake.

e When you work in a quarry,
stones might fall and crush you.

When you chop wood,
there is danger with each stroke of your ax.

ro Using a dull ax requires $eat stren8lh,
so sharpen the blade.

That's the value of \disdom;
it helps you succeed.

r r If a snake bites before you charm it,
what's the use of being a snake charmer?

r2 Wise words bring approval,
but fools are destroyed by their own words.

13 Fools base their thoughts on foolish assumptions,
so their conclusions will be wicked madness;

r4 they chatter on and on.

No one really knows what is going to happen;
no one can predict the future.

rs Fools are so exhausted by a little work
that they can't even find their way home.

16 What sorrow for the land ruled by a servant,+
the land whose leaders feast in the morning.

1 7 Happy is the iand whose king is a noble leader

and whose leaders feast at the proper time
to gain strength for their work, not to get drunk.

r8 Laziness leads to a sagging roof;
idleness ieads to a leaky house.

1e A party gives laughter,
wine gives happiness,
and money gives everything!

zo Never make light of the king, even in your thoughts.
And don't make fun of the powerful, even in your

own bedroom.
For a little bird might deliver your message

and tell them what you said.

The Uncertainties of Life
,, I Send vour srain across the seas,

I I anâ in ti'me, profits will flow back to 1ou.'
2 But divide your investments among many places,+

for you do not knowwhat risks might lie ahead.

: When clouds are heaqr, the rains come down.
Vÿhether a tree falls north or south, it stays where

i1 falls.

4 Farmers who wait for perfect weather never plant.
If they watcll every cloud, they never harvest.

ma son.

Advice for Young and Old
Tlight is sweet; how pleasant to see a new day dawning.

swhen people live to be very old,let them rejoice in e14

day of life. But let them also remember there will be nû:

dark days. Everything still to come is meaningless.
eYoung people,* it's wonderful to be young! Enjoy ee

minute of it. Do eve4rthing you want to do; take it all i[ srL

remember that you must give ân account to God for e\4'

thing you do. 10So refuse to worry, and keep your bnr

healthy. But remember that youth, with a whole life be"r
you, is meaningless.

, I Don't lei the excitement of youth cause you to f=
I Z vout Creator. Honor him in your youtÉ before u

grow old and say, "Life is notpleasantân1, nore." zRemrm

him before the light of the sun, moon, and stars is ir i

your old eyes, and rain clouds continually darken yous,
:Remember him before your legs-the guards oi û
house-start to tremble; and before your shoulders{
strong men-stoop. Remember him before your teeth-{'
few remaining servants-stop grinding; and belore *
eles-the women lookingthrough lhe windows-seedd

4Remember him befoie the doorto life's opportunuil
closed andthe sound ofwork fades. Nowyou rise atüeü
chirping of the birds, but then all their sounds uil !Ü
falnt.

sRemember him before you become fearful oi i*'
and worry about danger in the streets; before your hd'ü
white like an almondlree in bloom,and you drag aloDP{
out energy like a dying grasshopper, and the caperb#
longer inspires sexuai desire. Remember him ba@l
near the grave, your everlasting home, when the mrÇ
will weep at your funeral. fr

6Yes, remember your Creator now while you aIE Ç
before the silver coid of life snaps and the golde: {,
broken. Don't wait unltl the water iar is smashæ fÇ
spring and Lhe pulley is broken at the well. TFor 5{
dust ült rerurn io Lhe earlh, and the spirit will retr:r{
whogave,, 

$
Concluding Thoughts about the Teacher ü
8"Ever)'1hing-is meaningless," says the Teacher ".4
*ti::Ë'ï:;''" 

mind: rhe reacher was .on,,c-of
and he iaught the people every'thing he knen. I* {
f 3fi :'+Ylii'#,Ëlï:i?:,'llliilË.Ëf ,'J:i:Ë"
truths clearly.+

1 rThe words of the wise are like cattle
helpful. Their collected sayings are like a nail
w1th v/hich a shepherci* drives the sheep.

So,,vc oF i
É!ii"î;""."#:l;,ïï,îj;:",î#ffi :J?Lontent popular sexual behavior today is a

Eden. contrary to coat Aesiôn, ir
exctusive, private treasure sha-reâ .

l9u:9nd sexual union, and the SoIr. I his poetic book describes seve
an^o.§}ounO.man- tt is a sont a-l
metaphors to describe these thino
another, 

-the 
struggles rf,"y ou"iiË

,oylhey find in being togéther. TÀ
oT rnetr own. Many scholars believ,
Christ,s love for ttre church.

mucil
you out.

r 3That's the whole story. Here now is myfina

: Solomon's song of songs, more wonderful

"lan*
:nd kiss me again,
ir love is sweeter than wine.
.:ant your cologne;

me is Ike its spreading fragrance.- lcr alt the young women lole voul
Itn Vou:come, let,s run!.s has brought me into his bedroom.

:,t oJ Jerusalem
.çe are for you, O krng.

: our Jove even more lhan wine.

-:.ei,are 
to adore you.

-i beautiful,
of lerusalem-
:lts of Kedar,
- Luüains of Solomon,s tents.

me Decause I am dark_
:. darkened my skin.
.,:re angrywith me;
: -1e to^care for their üneyards,

.arp ior myself_myown üneyard.

= rlhere are you leadingyour flock

: J .est your sheep at noon?
- - ,rtnder like a prostitute*

: .:rds and their flocks?

/, O most beauüful woman.
I of my flock,
'young goats by the shepherds,

&mydarling
tg Pharaoh,s stallions.
ur cheeks;
et them afire!
'neck,

;tringof jewels.

*"iiï: jàïi*ü*.i:ffi ,tr#w;

r2But, my child,+ let me
careful, for $t"iting books

: give you some
is endless, and

fufthr

slustasyoucannotunderstandthepathofthewindorthe Fear God and obey his commands, for this s
mysteryofatinybabygrowinginitsmother'swomb,*soyou duty. raGod wrl1 judge us for everything we 3:
cannot-understand thàactiüq'oI God, who does all things. every secret thing,whether good or bad.

1O:l6Otaihild. lltlOtGilegeneroÆlï,/forAourgiftsti\îetumtalloulaLerHebrewreadsTh/o/ÿourbreddon,theuaters,/fold7.
aoilùiltIifràitagain.11:2lleüewamoigsôueioreieneight. ll:5Somemanuscriptsreadlwt6Aoucafrnotilnd.elstandh.oiljbreat.l-babginitsmothir'swomù.11:9Hebrewiofir3ilan.12:lootsaughttouiteuhate$upiShtondtrue."l2:llotonesheqherd'



:È:d in the morning and keep bus! aI @[l

:-'i. t know if profitwill come from o:* aüû

:: naybe both.

oung and Old
: r.h pleasant to see a new day da\\li 4

:.. .:\ e to be very old, let them rejoice r -"frir
: Êi them also remember there ulli - rûr
r,1n:ng still to come is meaningless
r.. ' it's wonderful to be youngl Ei.':{ {iiir
: .\ enthing you want to do; take it a: Ii ül

: , lu must give an account to God :-r *,*''
:So refuse to worry, and keep r:,J ü[

,:-.nber that youth, with a whole l.:. mnrr

:: :..e excitement of youth cause vou : milt
:i:ior. Honor him in your youth bcrP: ü
:, Life is not pleasant an)more." 2Remmür

. irght of the sun, moon, and stars i f,ûn 1l

::.c rain clouds continually darken .Nr*
-.r::, before your legs-the guarcs 5. *
-- ::emble; and before your shoure'tlt

: :; p . Remember him before your ter}+il
i sên,ants-stop grinding; and bÊrrq
-..r. looking through the windows-see @ûil]

: :.:m before the door to life's ôppo:--lDdl
;.: :nd of work fades. Nowyou rise ::uiüi
. rirds, but then all their souncis *i[ milr

r i:n before you become fearfi. :lc rIn
,: iJnger in the streets; before )'od: :,fi-tül|
:: :r1d tree in bloom,andyou drag :rng,{il|
. ' :ling grasshopper, and the ca)-'§il5lHr
. .:xual desire. Remember htm :sm'm

, : ur everlasting home, when th. :rnülrlûffi1i

-. :uneral.
-:.r \our Creator now while ),0; 11 ü
:: :ord of life snaps and the gc,:s !ffir
r, 1 until the water jar is smai:Ér nllüll

!i.ley is broken at the well. iI:i ûmflrÜ
r :: .he earth, and the spirit wili ri-.i: o0{)

!-houghts about the Teacher
::::ningless," says the Teacher. '-v-ffit

: :rr,d: The Teacher was consl:r:r{! fll
:^. ::ople every.thing he kne\\. jt rm[nil
: . :: -'r erbs, srudfng and class:,'::gffit
,.::;i: to find just the right worc u rffi

: : :re u,ise are Iike cattle prods-:&dir
- ..:ted sayings are like a nail-s:r.urmuillil
::i.Êrd+ drives the sheep.
: ' iet me give you some furùer aoqdlt
:: :ooks is endless, and muca iJIo rËlr

: -- . story. Here no\i/ is my fine- r:rr-----û:tüü

:tL ris commands, for th.is rs smtl
rige us for everlhing we o: mmill

. ,\ nether good or bad.
; :. .i bread on the waters, / for aî.-.@.tü

| ',: , :nilnotunderstanilhou breata :-@ 1tû
.'- :.,: 12:11 Ot ane shepherd ' :' : rffi

So1ttrc o1Sor,,rcs
Author Solomon, according to,ewish tradition
Vritten Uncertain, perhaps around 960 8.C., early in Solomon,s reign
ontent Popular sexual behavior today is a sad diitortion of Cod's flan established in the Garden of

Eden. contrary to God's design, it has become a freery traàed commodity rather than an
exclusive. private treasure shared between a commitéd husband and wiie. coA vaiues romantic
love and sexual union, and the Song of Songs expresses the beauty of this love as ôod intended
it. This poetic book describes several sceneslnvolving solomon, , ÿorng womun, and possibly
anotheryoung man. lt is a song about love, couruhi-p, and mairiage, ,ilng''unÿriri.i
metaphors to describe these things. These poetic verles describe icôupte/s desiie for one
another. 

-the 
struggles they.overcôme, the iender feelings that love a*àken, in them, and the

jo_y they find in being together. The "young women of jêrusalem,. also add some observations
of their own. Many scholars believe this poem should aiso be understood as an illusiiation of
Christ's love for the church.

Solomon's song of songs, more wonderful than
ner.

tnan+
. and kiss me again,
-.ur love is sweeter than \ /ine.
.ÿant your cologne;
:,ame is like its spreading fragrance.
rnder all the young women love youl

: \\,ith you; come, let's run!
. rng has brought me into his bedroom.

nien of lerusalem
-.py we are for you, O king.

iise your love even more than wine.

'11.dn

: -,t they are to adore you.

:.. but beautiful,
:.,en of ]erusalem-
rre tents of Kedar,
. lhe curtains of Solomon's tenls

::e at me becàuse I am dark-
r has darkened my skin.
Èrs were angry wtth me;

, ed me to care for their yineyards.
rldn't care for myself-my own üneyard.

: r love, where are you Ieading your flock

. r.rill you rest your sheep at noon?
rnould Iwander like a prostitute*
. r,our friends and their flocks?

-1 knoyi, O most beautiful woman,
:he trail of my flock,

:ze your young goats by the shepherds,
l

, exciting my darling,
.r e among Pharaoh's stallions.

are your cheeks;
,'nngs set them afire!

is your neck,
ed by a string of jewels.

. r1 Wewillmakeforyou earrings of gold
and beads of silver.

young \ÿ oman
r2 The king is l),ing on hts couch,

enchanted by the fragrance of my perfume.
13 My lover is like a sachet of mlrrh

lying between my breasts.
r4 He is like a bouquet of sweet henna blossoms

from the üneyards of En-gedi.

Young Man
r5 How beautiful you are, my darling,

how beautifull
Your eyes are like doves.

YoungWoman
I6 You are so handsome. my love,

pleasing beyond wordsl
The soft grass is our bed;r7 fragrant cedar branches are the beai.j

of our house,
and pleasant smelllng firs are th: :a::.:.

) -'1;r; li-.77-,2r:

2
YttunB.tit..

Young
: Like

l\ amLi..

the ji:tr: : : .. :-:.:rd
ismr lo,,e::- :..'-:r _:ri.t-L.tn

lsitinhtsd€it::- _, ::.
and taste :.: :: - -: rl -

4 HeesCOIl.:-a. .-. -

it'sobnoi.:s: .. -- -l: :,:sne
s Slnengthen ma .,-:. t: ::t iaÀ:e:

refresh me r\t1: i::les
for I am weai.: n riir ior,e.

6 His left arm is under my head,
and his right arm embraces me.

I lrrl)ingrnespeake"arenotinrr^eoriflna'reir.rhoughheHebretrJ\uail\g.\e, Le.r!1eai,\o,rhegenoerortrpppason.p^d(.ng.
'"iledwonan. 2:r rrdditionailyrendere'lrarytheroieotÿaror..rraoar.ï.n,,,.ag,on rthecoastdr"prdrro.e,:^ine. '"
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SONC OF SONCS 3...Poge400

7 Promise me, O women of Ierusalem,
by the gazelles andwild deer,

not to àwaken love until the time is right.*

a Ah, I hear mylover coming!
He is leaping over the mountains,
bounding over the hills.

e My lover is Iike a swift gazelle

or a young stag.

Look, there he is behind the wall,
looking through the window,
peering into the room.

1o My lover said to me,
"Rise up, mY darlingl
Come away with me, mY fair one!

1r Look,thewinter ispast,
and the rains are over and gone.

r2 The flowers are springing up,

the season of singing birds* has come,

and the cooing of turtledoves fills the air.
1r The fig trees are forming young fruit,

and the fragrant grapeünes are blossoming.
Rise up, my darling!

Come away wlth me, rnY fair onel"

Who is it, fra$ant with myrrh and frankincense

and every kind of sPice?
7 Look, it is Solomon's carriage,

surrounded by slxÿ heroic men,

the best of Israel's soldiers.
E Theyare all skilled swordsmen,

experienced warriors.
Each wears a sword on his thigh,

ready to defend the king against an attack
in the night.

e Klng Solomon's carriage is built
ofwood imPorted from Lebanon.

ro Its posts are silver,
its canopy gold;
its cushions are PurPle.

It was decorated with love
by the young women of Jerusalem.

YoungWoman
r1 Come out to see King Solomon,

young women of Jerusalem 
*

He'weais the crown his mother gave him on his

wedding daY,

his most ioyous daY.

r ll ps are as sweet as nectar, my bride.:orey;nd milk are under your tongue.
-r clotnes are scented
:ke the cedars of Lebanon.

,re,my private garden, my treasure, my bride,.ecluded_ spring, a hidde; fountain.
rJltghs shelter a paradise of pome$anares

. trn rare sptces_
- ra with nard,
:rd and saffron,
,grant calamus and cinnamon,
ail the trees of frankincense, myr.rh, and aloes,ù every other lovely spice.

_ re a garden fountain.
, ell of fresh watpr

-eaming down from Lebanon,s mountains.
\'oman
e, north windl

,e up, south wind!
: n my garden

- spread its fragrance all around.
tnto your garden, mv love:
i its finest fruits.

1n

. . entered my garden, my treasure,*- . bridel
1er mlrrh \,ÿith my spices
-.oneycomb with my honev.-, w]nei/ÿithmvmilk

.,:en oîlerusalem
- and beloved, eat and drink!- nk deeply of your lovel

.tlnn

: _: my heart was awake.
-^ eard.my lover knock ing and calling:re my reasure, my darlins. my perfect one.
drenched \4/ith dew.
.!i rh the dampness of the night.,,

: nded,
. en off my robe.

_ 1 get dressed again?
, teo mv leeT

- c I get tÉem soiled?,,
-trred to unlalch the door.

heart thrilled within mé.
'o opll the door for my love,

. - J. onpped lyilh perfume.
pped wjth lovely mlmh.: rJck the bolt.

_ .,: nr1 \over,
1e was gonet
heart sank.
\ed for him
could not find him anlr,vhere.

,r tohim,
there vÿas no reply.
Jht yÿatchmen found me-:rey made their rounds.

reat and bruised me
r stripped off my veil,
ie watchmen on the walls.
mÿsrrer, also in 5:2. 6:6 HebrewÀrof ore 6m issini a, i. r..1, 

_1

:ïlp,ïïffi. :ffi.,**l
ls catchallthefoxes, recentlyshomandfreshlywashed. I

o.rï:"'ii:i'i,ti1i;üneyardoilove, *H:fl,1:iîiiff:âwithirsrwin* f
for the grapevines are blossomingl , Vouiiipri.e fit" scarlet ribbon; I

',!"lf;Y,"#{,'^^e,andramhis. ,"IÏH[i:']§,ïlllolT'ro*.oun,,., I
,, ,",i:jl,ïy;:ffii?LtHi'i§' 4#l',lii3Tlili1;rirurastheroweroroavio. I

and the night shadows flee, jeweled with the shields of a thousand heroil

"Tiiîïl?HJ",",î',lilï*?.'0"'Jfou"o,.,. ' *Sl#â*3:i,J!:Xi"lffiïfu..onstn.rfl

ïîlm*fig*Wmffi*.; iiutrtïtiiJf.{î;iiffi,, I
So I searched everywhere but did not find him. s Come with me from lebanon, my bride, I

r The watchmen stopped me as they made their rounds, come with me from t ebanon. J
-*:li:*::iii#îi"iitrfftheonelrove?" *il:*1$::ii#hïtffii?.*"", r

whenlfoundmylove! ,"herethelionshavetheirdens I
I caught and held him tightly, and leopards live among the hills. I

llilài',i:.sft,Ïi.'Ïiil#:'JHiJ..à'llnceiu.a e youhavecapruredmyheart, I
5 promise me, o women or lerusalem, r"iilJüîii:*H#,îTn. glun.. oryorr.y.r, I

by the gazelles_and wild deer, with a single iàwe, of your necklace. I
nôttoàwakenloveuntilthetimeisdght.* 10 yourlovedeligÉtsme, t

Yolmgwomenoflerusalem - myfteasurà,my]ride'. I
J'WÏo is tnis sweeping inhom the wildemess Your love is better than wine, t

like a cloud of smËke? your perfume more fragrantthan spices' I
?;:,ff*!:ii#itii:r"#l'.ï,!#l;*î,1"?iî,Y,iÏ§#,"[l##r"î1,î; Î:;L?'#rW'ri;'!,{".Î'ffX:;!"*Xiril'{''f:'*T

Yr

(

Yo
2

Yot
4l

6)

Y

7Y

Y



who is it, fragrant with myrrh and frankincense IandeverykindofsPice? I, Look, it is Solomon's caniage, I
surroundedbysixtyheroicmen, I
thebestoflsrâet'sioldiers. I

'*:Hï,:lfHi:swordsmen' I
E .h *.urt a s*ord on his thigh, I

"ii',lîiiliT: "e 
king against an attack 

I
'i?ii:ii,i;"ïi1?:#il1j".. I'*'î3lt',,i,Ër'!iïi; I
,,;i,Hl;:l:âïi,ili*i I

,-,,riii:Ï'womenof 
lerusarem' 

I
" 

:".illË'i,:*llTjT',T;#ii,.,. n,* * * |
n*il$r'§r331'0,, I

i'''{J**rmu;i'-i?i::" I
;:trffià",ilm* I

like a flock of goats winding down the slo{

'*T:jilTdxi'"Hilli,Ëffi,;*.. I
,i,li'+ii:lnffii'*irnr;:'.v". t
,"I?ii,iii'*Liffi'ro*.ounu,., t

. r"::l'lii3:: ü::uürur as the tower or rarrl
,,"1,îî?:*riLïi:ffi1"*1:n*'and 

*'l
ovin fawns of a gazelle $azingamonsti*I

5 Beforethedawnbreezesblow I

'4[iie.:iiiiifl{li,'#.'"*ï,, I
";îîïH*ïïïLï;JT: I
-il#"ffiüi{"ys}iiiH'ffi-,.", I

;ffi

ips are as sweet as nectar, my bride.
ney and milk are under your tongue.
:lothes are scented
e the cedars of Lebanon

ie my private garden, my treasure, my bride,
. )uded spring, a hidden fountain.
righs shelter a paradise of pomegranates
n rare sprces-

r with nard,
-d and saffron,
grant calamus and cinnamon,
,ll the trees of frankincense, mfrh, and aloes,
r every other lovely spice.
e a garden fountain,
:11 of fresh water
-rming down from Lebanon,s mountains.

)man
', north wind!
. up, south wind!
r my garden
spread its fragrance all around.
lto your garden, my love;
. its finest fruits.

n

e entered my garden, my treasure,+
i bridel
.er myrrh with my spices
roneycomb with my honey.
I \l-ine \.vith mv milk

.,ten ofJerusalem
: and beloved, eat and drinkl
rrink deeply of your love!

tlan
',t my heart was awake,
i heard my lover knocking and calling:
me, my treasure, my darling,
. e, my perfect one.
.s drenched with dew,
. Iÿith the dampness of the night.,,

. J.nded,

..en off my robe.
- i get dressed again?
,led my feet.
: i get them soiled?"

ied to unlatch the door,
reart thrilled vÿithin me.
.) to open the door for my love,
:.ands dripped with perfume.
iripped with lovely myrrh

. I back the bolr.
ny lover,
:s gonel
sank
:r him

.. not find him an),\dhere_

, ,i.as no reply.
::chmen found me
..ie their rounds.
' : bruised me
:C off my veil,
rmen on the walls.

pose401...SONC OF SONCS 6
8 Make this promise, O women of lerusalem-

If you find my lover,
tell htm I am weak with love.

YoungWomen of lerusalem
e Why is your lover better than all others,

, O woman of rare beauqz
What makes your lover so special

that we must promise this?

YoungWoman
ro My lover is dark and dazzling,

better than ten thousand others!
11 Hishead is finest gold,

his waly hair is black as a raven.
r2 His eyes sparkle like doves

beside springs of water;
they are set like,;ewels

washed in milk.
rr His cheeks are like gardens of spices

giving off fragrance.
His lips are like lilies,

perfumed with myrrh.
1+ His arms are like rounded bars of gold,

set with beryl.
His bodyis like

glorvinglvith
brightivory
. lapis lazuli.

ts His legs are like marble pillars
set in sockets of finest gold.

His posture is stately,
like the noble cedars of tebanon

16 His mouth is,sweehess itself;
he is desirable in everyway.

Such, O women of Jerusalem,
is my lover, my friend.

Youfig W ornen of J erus al sm

/: I Where has your Iover gone,
!J O woman of rare beauM

Which way did he turn
so u/e can help you find him?

YoungWoman
2 My iover has gone downto his garden

to his spice beds,
to browse in the garden§

and gather the lilies.
3 I am my love/s, and my loyer is mine

He browses among the lilies
YoungMan
< You are beautiful, my darling,

like the loyely city of Tirdr
Yes, æ beautiful as ,eruslsrl

,', : :-:: : , ,r- fhe SlOpeS

6 Your teeth are as white as sheeD
that are freshly washed.

Yoursmile isflawless,
, eachtooth matched with its twin.*

z Yourrheeks are like rosy pomegranates
behlnd yourveil.

,i.r in 5:2. 6:6 Hebrew N o t one is missing, each 11 6 a tùin.

Mry'

I



SONG OF SONGS 7...pose402

a Even among sixÿ queens
and eighÿconcubines
and countless young women,

g I would still choose my dove, my perfect one-
the favorite ofher mother,
dearly loved by the onewho bore her.

The young women see her and praise her;
even queens and royal concubines sing

her praises:
1o "Who is this, arising like the dawn,

as fair as the moon,
as bright as the sun,

as majestic as an army with billowing banners?"

Younguoman
11 Iwent down to t}te grove of walnut trees

and outto the valley to see the new spring growth,
to seewhether the grapeünes had budded

or the pome$anates were in bloom.
tz Before I realized it,

my stong desires had taken me to the chariot
of a noble man.*

Y oung W omen of I ergs alem
r3*R.etum, retum to us, O maid of Shulam.

Come back come baclç that we may see you again.

YoungMan
Whydoyou stare atthisyoungwoman of Shulam,

as she moves so gracefulÿbetween two lines of
dancers?*

7 t* Howbeautiful are your sandaled feet,
O queenlymaiden.

Your rounded thighs are like jewels,
the work of a skilled craftsman.

2 Your navel is perfectly formed
like a goblet filledwith mixed wine.

Between your thighs lies a moundofwheat
bordered with lilies.

3 Your breasts are like two fawns,
twin fawns ofa gazelle.

4 Your neck is as beautiful as an ivory tower.
Your eyes are like the sparkling pools in Heshbon

by the gate of Bath-rabbim.
Your nose is as fine as the tower of l,ebanon

overlooking Damascus.
s Your head is as maiestic as Mount Carmel,

and the sheen of your hair radiates royalty.
The king is held captive by its tresses.

6 Ohhowbeauüfulyouare!
How pleasing, my love, how full of delights!

z You are slender like a palm Ûee,
and your breasts are like its clusters of fruit.

e I said, "I\a,ill climb the palm tree
and take hold of its fruit."

May your breasts be like grape clusters,
and the fra$ance of your breath like apples.

e May your kisses be as exciting as the best wine,
flowing gently over lips and teeth.*

YoungWoman
ro IammyloYer's,

and he claims me as his own.

r1 Come, my love, letus go out to the fields
and spend the night among the vrildflowers.*

12 Let us get up early and go to the üneyards
to see if the $apevines have budded,

if the blossoms have opened,
and if the pomegranates have bloomed.
There I will give you mylove.

r3 There the mandrakes give off their fragrance,
and the finest fruits are at our door,

new delights as well as old,
which I have saved for you, my lover.

YoungWoman
O t Oh, I wish you were my brother,
O who nuised at my Éother's breasts.

Then I could kiss you no matter who \,ÿas

watching,
and no one would criticize me.

z I would bring you to my childhood home,
and there you would teach me.+

I would give you spiced wine to drink,
my sweet pomegranate wine.

: Your left arm would be under my head,
and your right arm would embrace me.

a Promise me, O women of Jerusalem,
not to awaken love until the time is right.*

Y oung W omen of I erus alem
5 Who is this sweeping in from the desert,

Ieaning on her lover?

YoungWoman
I aroused you under the apple tree,

where your mother gave you birth,
where in great pain she delivered you.

6 Place me like a seal over your heart,
like a seal on your arm.

For love is as strong as death,
its jealousy* as enduring as the $ave.*

Love flashes like fire,
the brightest kind of flame.

7 Manywaters cannot quench love,
nor can rivers drown it.

If a man tried to buy love
\.ÿith all his wealth,
his offer would be utterly scorned.

The Y ounï W oman's Bt others
8 We have a little sister

too young to have breasts.
What will we do for our sister

if someone asks to marry her?
e If she is avirgin, like a wall,

we will protect her with a silver tower.
But if she is promiscuous, Iike a swinging door,

we will block her door with a cedar bar.

YoungWoman
1o I was a vrrgin, like a wall;

now my breasts are like towers.
When my lover looks at me,

he is delighted with what he sees.

r1 Solomon has a üneyard at Baal-hamon,
which he leases out to tenant farrners.

l""j]l:, pry:, rhousand pieces or sirverror narvesting its fruit.
t my üneyard is mine to give
,n1l^llg1on ne.a not piy uir,ousand piecesoI sllver.

- I will give nvo hundred pieces
-o those who care for its ünes.

-t bt e\ÿ 1, 0 0 0 shekeb of silÿ er.

6.12Ortotherolral.hariotsofmÿpeople,ottothechaiobof Amminadaà ThemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain. 6:'lJaVerse6:13isnum'lwlill
Hebrewtex.6t'l3bOlNAtuuouldatthemtumdtsofùtoamies?atûAoueouldat*ûdanceofMahanaim?ThemeaningoftheHebrewisEdl
7:lVersesT:1'l3arenumberedT:2-l4inHebrewtext. T:gAsinGreekandSrriacve6ioNandtatinVulgate;Hebrewreadsoiolipsofsleepm'il$
intheÿillages. Si2Otthereshewillteachme;ottheresheborcfre- St4OtnottoaùaktlouetntilitisreadA- Si6aOritsp6sion. S:6bliær
6 Sheol



::.,, love, Iet us go out to the fields

,'l!ssoms have opened,
:i ihe pomegranates have bloomed.

,:e I x,r]l give you my love.
-:e rnandrakes give off their fragrance,
:re finest fruits are at our door,

.i:gnts as well as old,
.h I have saved for you, my lover.

i4an
. §rsh you were my brother,
rho nursed at my mother's breasts.
. .Juld kiss you no matter who was

: rr one would crilicize me.
i :nng you to my childhood home,
: -r,Êre you \,ÿould teach me.*
: Sve you spiced \ryine to drink,
r\ eet pomegrànate wine.
:: 3rm would be under my head,
: , rur right arm would embrace me.

.É :e, O women of Jerusalem,
:,^ arçaken love until the time is right.*

trln oflerusalem
a :l'.is sweeping in from the desert,
r -:Ls on her lover?

:n'iAn
lel \ ou under the apple tree,
::Ê \'our mother gave you birth,
.:e in great pain she delivered you.
::.Ê like a seal over your heart,
: a seai on your arm.

' e is as strong as death,
::lou.y' as enduring as the $ave.-,:shes 

like fire,
:ightest kind of flame.

i(:1:ers cannot quench love,
' -zn rivers drown it.
.r ried to buy love
:. :Ll his wealth,
,r:fei would be utterly scorned.

E\\ aman'sBrothers
: 'e a little sister

, ûung to have breasts.
;rLi rve do for our sister
.::neone asks to marry her?
.s a rirgin, like a wall,

"-ril block her door with a cedar bar.

:man
: ':gin,likeawall;
a nr breasts are like towers.
rv Iover looks at me,

.s celighted with what he sees.

:::. nas a vineyard at Baal-hâmon,
.:i hÊ leases out 10 tenant farmers.
:a :alrewisuncertain. 6:l3aVerse 6:13

. :-. artil it is reaàA. 8,6a Or its p6sion.

*.tl tower
:he

rf them pays a thousand pieces of silver*
- harvesting its fruit.
- i vineyard is mine to give,

\olomon need not pay a thousand pieces.l stlver.
rill give two hundred pieces
ilose who care for its ünes.

poge403...SONC OF SONCS I
Young Man
t3 O my darling, lingering in the gardens,

your companions are fortunate to hear your voice.
Let me hear it, too!

YoungWoman
r4 Come away, my lovel Be like a gazelle

or â young stag on the mountains of spices.. | 1,000 shekeh of silÿeL

fffi
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IsÆ,qH
Author lsaiah or his followers

Date Written The events of chapters l-39 occurred during lsaiah's ministry, so they were probably written
around 700 B.C. Chapters 40-66, however, may have been written near the end of his life,

around 681 B.c.

Content lsaiah's long ministry lasted almost 60 years and covered the reigns of four kings, including
Hezekiah. T-he prophecies of lsaiah were primarily given to the people of ludah, although his

messages applied io the northern kingdom of lsrael as well. lsaiah lived through the dark daf
of thetivil warbetweenlsrael and )udah(734 7328.c.) andsawthedestructionof lsrael by

Assyria in 722 B.c. lsaiah used the grim lesson of lsrael's fall to teach King Hezekiah of ludah t:

truit in the Lord. lsaiah also spoke about events that took place after his own time, including

the coming exile of Judah to babylon and the deliverance that Cod would provide afterward.

lsaiah also-warned the nations surrounding lsrael and Judah that they, too, would be judged

for their actions. ln the end, however, lsaiah offered a message of hope and comfort for
judah, promising that Cod would restore them after their punishment was completed.
lsaiah's messages, like those of most prophets, made him fewfriends during his lifetime.

Nevertheless, he faithfully continued to bring Cod's message to the world.

I vÿill make them as white as wool.
, ou will only obey me,
\'ou will have plenty to eat.

i I you.tum away and refuse to listen,
ou will be devoured by the sword of your ene

: rne LoRD, have spokenl,,

rithful lerusalem
, r howlerusalem, once so faithful
ras become a prostitute.
.e the hom-e.ofjustice and righter.rusness,
.ne ts now filled\,ÿith murderers.
:e like pure silver,
ou haye become like worthless slag.

_e so pure,
ju are now like watered_down wine.. teaders are rebels,

re companions of thieves.
rl them love bribes
,:d demand payoffs,
.hey.refuse to defend the cause of orphans
I fight for the rights of widows.
:efore, the Lord, the LoRD of Heaven,s Armies,
: Mighÿ One of Israel, says,

take revenge on my enemies
,l pay back my foesl
-aise my fist against you.
jl] 

15l1lou gown 1nd skim off your slag
rLt rernove all your impurities.

wrrt grve you good ludges again
: rrrsecounselors like you used to have.,rusatem will again be (alled lhe Home of iu:
- the Fairhful City.,,
.rll be restored by iustice;

- -,who 
repent will be reüved bv righteousnej

as ano srnners wlII be completely dest-ro) ed
'ose who desen the LoRD \.r/ill be consumeo

i be ashamedof your idol worship
.'cves of sacred oaks.

' blush because you worshioed
:rdens dedicated to idols

be like a $eat tree with withered leaves,
r garden without \,vater.
nqgst among.you will disappear like straw;
\ rt deeds wlII be the spark that sets it on firt

I rnetr e!,lt.works will bum up together,
, one will be able to put out ihe fire.

I s Future Reign
d vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerrjnO reruSalem:

. rt days, the mountain of the Loxo,s houser. the highest of all-
- r'st important place on earth.
. :aised above the other hills,
- ,cple from all over the world \ rill stream ther

, orship.
'tm many nations yÿill come and say,, us go up to the mountain of the LoRD,- :use of /acob,s God.

, 11 teach us his ways,
.\ill walk in his paths.,,
lo's.teaching will go out from Zion;-: will go out from Ierusalem
-, \hip ofTarshish.

, Thesearetheüsionsthatlsaiahsonof Amozsawcon- ro ListentotheLoRD,youleadersof "Sodom." I
f ceming Iudah and Jerusalem. He saw these üsions dur- Listen to the law of our God, people of "Comorrl

ing the yeàrs when Uzziah, Iotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah 11 "Whatmakesyouthinklwantallyoursacrifices?" I
iîlT,liitfri;t,rntorrerinssorrams I

A Message for Rebellious ludah andthefatof fattenedcattle.' I
2 Listen, O heavensl Pay attention, earth! I get no pleasure ftom the blood I

This is what the LoRD says: of bulls and lambs and goats. 
-"Thechildrenlraisedandcaredfor tz Whenyoucometoworshipme, I

have rebelled against me. \,ÿho asked you to parade through my courts wiflI
3 Evenanoxknowsitsowner, yourceremonf I

and a donkey recognizes its master's care- 13 Stop bringing me your meaningless gifts; I
but Israel doesnt kno\,ÿ its master. the incense of your offerings disgusts me! 

-My people don't recognize my care for them." As for your celebrations of the new moon and the f
4 Oh,\ryhatasinfulnationtheyare- Sabbath I

loaded down with a burden of guilt. and your special days for fasting- I
*ï,11,ïiTl,i,:?"!l';.ohavereiectedthelopD. 

"?#ifllffi:ii'"t,l1li"pio,.*".,ing,. f
fhey have despised the Holy One of Israel 14 I hate your new moon celebrations and your annrf

and tumed their backs on him. festivals. I
' *iï*ï:i:$:iï:eetoinvitepunishment? ,' *,i.liliii,if;ii:iJi*iJ,ffil:;.i1*,i'' I
.5lfli;;U[qi*, ,. root_ rnâ1!ioi],0n..*anvpravers,I#1il:ïf,{
6 you are battered from head to foot- for your hands are covered with t

- nm:iry"m'*i;,**,ll*-'lft::'#:l** '",,,n'illffJTl*c*TT..r.u,,r I7 Your country lies in ruins, Get youl sins out of my sight'

;"#lH."Iî'flHiiiiiliffiî;o.,",eyoureves ', *.T-T-i"'lJlil;v':rwav' I
.;J;ïjl,,Hlii#ïlr'.Tïiïh* H.i,'i[Ji*',:;;", 

Ilike awatchman's shelterin a üneyard, Defendthe cause of orphans'

like a lean-toin a cucumber field aftertheharvest, Fightfor the rights ofwidows'

, r,ffî:H',31ï::l?.Yliflï'-" " "'"*"iÎyil'ffsettrethis,,' ]
had not spared a few of us,* "Though your sins are like scarlet, f,

we would hâve been wiped out like Sodom, I will make them as white as snow. f

,,,*"ï:,fJ,:,1':Iî"iïiïil;,. ,B^ebl,rhedou'htqr,- iiii:lifl:'T"iTiÏIifiiffi;.o*,*.*o.f,



.il make them as !ÿhite as wool.
rill only obey me,
\rill have plenty to eat.

, ou turn away and refuse to listen,
rçill be devoured by the sword of your enemies.
e Lono, have spoken!"

pose405...tSAlAH 2
a The Lonp will mediate between nations

and will settle intemational disputes.
Theywill hammer their s$/ords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks.
Naüon will no longer fight against nation,

nor Ûain for mr anymore.

: nlnistry, so they were probably wr:r
. oeen written near the end of his liie

.:.ed the reigns of four kings, includin:
..r to the people of judah, althougl. -u
:s well. lsaiah lived through the dark ac
: : ) and saw the destruction of lsrae :rl
:: ; fall to teach King Hezekiah of ludn r

: :cck place after his own time, incluôri[
-, - ce that Cod would provide aftenrri
r tudah that they, too, would be judçr
a message of hope and comfort for
:reir punish[rent was completed.

: :im fewfriends during his lifetime.
'..srage to the world.

--: r Lono, you leaders of ,,Sodom.,,

. : :ne lai{i of our God, people of,,Gorncra
,..5 \,ou think I want all your sacrifices-
a - _:RD.

:: , our bumt offerings of rams
::: of fattened cattle.

:.s:.lre from the blood
:ii lambs and goats.
-: ne to worship me,
.: i ou to parade through my courts h:n. ,!
,iremon)?
:Ë ne your meaningless gifts;
're rf your offerings disgusts mej
t ..'ralions of the neh/ moon ano :?:

;:elial days for fasting-
::il and false.
::i-e of your pious meetings.
:l! noon celebrations and your ant:a

: -:den to me. I cannot stand ther
: ,r r,our hands in prayer, I will

- ::ier many prayers, I will not iis:a"
:is are covered with the blood oi
:.,.tims.
:: and be cleanl
: rut of mysight.
: er ri rvays.

§ed.
rose oforphans.
rigùts of widows.

seftle this,"

. ::; like scarlet,
-r :s ryhite as snow.
.: .re CrimSOn,

. : a :. .)i aut childrcn. CompareRor :_

- f ul lerusalem A Warning of f udgment
w'lerusalem, once so faithful, s Come, descendants of Iacob,

, become a prostitute. Iet us walk in the light of the LoRD!
:\ehomeofiusticeandrighteousness, 6FortheLoRDhasrejectedhispeople,
is nowfilledwith murderers. the descendants ofJacob,

.rke pure silver, because they have filled their land with practices
, have become like worthless slag. from the East
:o pure, and !ÿith sorcerers, as the Philistines do.

- are now like watered-down wine. They have made alliances with pagans.
:adersarerebels, z Israelisfullofsilverandgold;

, :ompanions of thieves. there is nc end to its treasures.
rem love bribes Their land is full ofwarhorses;

- demand payoffs, there is no end to its chariots.
:I refuse to defend the cause of orphans a Their land is full of idols;
rght for the rights ofwidows. the peopleworship things theyhave made

:rre,theLord,theLoRDofHeaven,sArmies,, r.H,I$:i.#iilil,lio"o,!iighty One of Israel, says,
.ukË .évenge on my.n.âi.r and all will be brought low-

: :ay back Ày foes I do not forgive them'

.isé my fist igainst you. 10 CraI4' into caves in the rocks'

i melt you doirn anâ stim off your sta s.. . Hid€ in the dust

r remove all your irilrft";. 
/ - -' -'"o trom the terror of the LoRD

*iit give you'good;r.iae* riài, , , ,,..11,h..q1ory.of 
his majestv.

n{süounsetôrstik. ÿ|r-*"ü-io r'rrr. Human pride will be brought down,

:rusalem wil asain bé caled rhe Home of lusrice ,rili:ii# ff"f:ncewill 
be humbled.

:he Faithfui Ciÿ"
i1 be restored by justice; on that day ofiudgment

,:whorepentwilibeieüvedbyrighteousness. 1z Forthe_LonnofHeaven'slrrnies

:isandsinnerswiil;.;;ôi.i.iy";;;;;;",,^nz;,ada) orreckcrins
rosewhodeserrrh"il;;;;i#;,r;; ".,ili;..', ;;li n:J,_.- .,. .

, be ashamedofyour idol worship r; He u,ill cut àoun the t:rj ce,jj:s :: :e:,. :-, :tes of sacred oaks. and ali the mighq, orl, oiïrriri- 
- -

, blushte_causeyou worshiped x He will leve.l all tfre Éigh .orrtr",
':dens dedicated to idols. and all the lofÿhilîs.
' be like a great tree lvith \4/ithered leaves, r5 He lvill break dolâ even, high to* e:
I garden without water. and every fortified wâ11. 

'
: nge§t amongyou \4/ill disappear like straw; ro He will destiol, all the gïeat ra,lir.. ::.:. ,

: eüi deeds.will be the spark that sets it on fire. and every magriflcàni r.esse, 
- '

ritheireyilworkswillbumuptogether, 17 Humanpridewilibehu:rb.ecroonewillbeabletoputoutthefire. andhumananoganaelt.:.::-_:- i:i!r.
:r 5 Furure Reien ,Tl:i:i:i#l|!ï-.1. -

.iffàJ,tj:l,If "h 
son or Amoz saw concerning,, rd;; ;;; ;;.pr erer\ ü : i : : :. i l

.ir days, rhe mountain or rhe LoRD,s house " TiLtL'rti.:i,|ii:,, l':.,:.::,li*. ,..rno.:thehighestofall- Theywillhidern.,r:j.:::.,:_is- rst importantplace on earth. from the terro: ;: :.:. --.,--aised above the other hills, and the glor. ._ _ : _ : : : t.-eoplefromallovertheworldlvillstreamthere . O.tnaiàuiof il;;_-:.::::-:r,rll ;bandonthegold'rorship. and sjh,e::::.:' rn manynationswillcomeandsay, theymade. -._. _.. ,(. ro rrôr\hin'usgouptothemountainoftheLoRo, They*ti trri.:_ _..,,àtir.roaËrrirnaOrf,
nouse of/acob's God. :r whije ther.l:,1 J!la\ rnto cayernsrillreachuslisways, ,nJnicrr-.. ^-:e jaggedrocksinthecliffs.

.' tnil walk in his paths." They will tr,. r0 escape the terror of the LoRDiRD's.teaching_r4iill go out from Zion ; and the glon of his majesty
:d will go out from /erusalem. as he rjses to shake the ea[h.
try ship ofTarshbh.
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so they were probably wli{
:i€n near the end of his lif€

rll make them as white as wool.
will onlyobeyme,

,r will have plenÿ to eat.
fou tum away and refuse to listen,

.. will be devoured by the sword of your enemies.

.re Lono, have spoken!"

rful lerusalem
rw ferusalem, once so faithful,
, become a prostitute.
.he home ofjustice and righteousness,

: is now filled with murderers.
.ike pure silver,
. have become like worthless slag.
so pure,
, are now like watered-down wine.
eaders are rebels,
.ompanions of thieves.
hem love bribes

: demand payoffs,
:y refuse to defend the cause of orphans
lght for the rights of u/idows.

:ore, the Lord, the Lonn of Heaven's Armies,
Vlighty One of Israel, says,
.ake revenge on my enemies

. pay back my foes!
:ise my fist against you.
.l melt you down and skim off your slag.
i remove all your impurities.
will give you good judges again

: rvise counselors like you used to have.
.'rusalem will again be called the Home oI Justice

- rhe Faithful city."

. ll be restored by justice;
'e who repent will be revived by righteousness.
'.ls and sinners will be completely destroVed,
those who desert the Lono will be consumed.

. be ashamed of your idol worship
::ves of sacred oaks.
il blush because you worshiped

::rdens dedicated to idols.
I be like a great tree with \,ÿithered leaves,

, r garden withoutwater.
: rngest among you will disappear like straw;

poge405...lSAlAH 2

a The Lono will mediate between nations
and \ /ill settle intemational disDutes.

Theywill hammer their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation will no longer fight against nation,
nor train for war anl.rnore.

A Warning of Judgment
s Come, descendants of Iacob,

Iet us wâlk in the light of the LoRn!
6 For the LoRD has reiected his people,

the descendants of Jacob,
because they have filled their land with practices

from the East

and rvith sorcerers, as the Philistines do.
They have made alliances with pagans.

7 Israel is full of silver and gold;
there is no end to its treasures.

Their land is full of warhorses;
there is no end to its chariots.

s Their land is full of idols;
the people worship things they have made
\4/ith their own hands.

s So now they will be humbled,
and all will be brought low-
do not fôrgive them.

10 Crawl into caves in the rocks.
Hide in the dust

from the terror of the LoRD

and the glory of his majesty.
rr Human pride will be brouBht down,

and human arrogance will be humbled.
Only the LORD will be exalted

on that day of judgment.

r/ For the : oPo of Hea!en's.\rr'e,
has a dar of reckô.lnS

H"rrir.:-r:.' :- :: -) :: -'..'
;:di':::;j.r- . -.-:.*.:'-:-.., :

ri He\\illculdo\\nth.t,.l -.-,:. --.-. .
and all the mighn oaLs of B,.: ,-

I4 He \dlll level all the hrgh mounr,.r,
and all the lofty hills.

rs He will break down even, high tou e:
and every fortified wall.

16 He will destrol all the great r-a: -: , - . '

qns of four kings, includirç
::cole of Judah, although nc
2t lived through the dark dil
.', :he destruction of lsrael cr
:ach King Hezekiah of ludæ
3ier his own time. includi.E

lod would provide afterwarr.

'::hey, too, would be judgec
:T hope and comfort for
;.ment was cgmpleted.
-'ends during his lifetime.
; ine world.

: : .eaders of "Sodom."
: cur God, people of "Gomor:rc
r',^ i \r,ant all your sacrificeJT

:r.: offerings of rams
::rtd cattle.
: lne blood
, ::d goats.
.:rship me,
:arade through my courts rrf aL

:r meaningless gifts;
.: oiferings disgusts mel

-':rs if the new moon and tilÉ

,; ! for fasting-

. :.:r pious meetings.
- ;elebrations and your anni.a

:ne. I cannot stand therr
rands in prayer, i will

::.::r'prayers,l will not linE
::i ered with the blood of

:=;leanl
: :-,r sight.
.:.5

forphans.
iof \rÿidows.

, :^a scarlet,
. ,'. rlte aS SnOW.

ia::imson,
r ' r'ahildler. Compare Ror

: evil deeds will be the spark that sets it on fire. and every magnificeni i esse-.
-.dtheireülworkswillbumuptogether, r7 HumanprideuillbehL:;:be;
roonewillbeabletoputoutthefire. andhumanarro[::. c,r.. :: - -=-- - ',r.

Only the LoR! Nril be zr.:...:
r's Future Reign onthatda) of lr:i:tr::.:
. avisionthatlsaiahsônof Amozsawconcerning 18 IdolswillcompletÊ_r :t!:::.r:
:nd Jerusalem: re when the LoR nSÊ: ir :r.:r:i :::: È:nr

,st days, the mountain of the Lon»'s house his enemies rr:: i::,,. ::.:: : :.:s in the $ound.
-ethehighestof all- Theywillhideir.r;,:j I .-.::,:_\j-:cstimportantplaceonearth. fromtheten::,..,-. -:.:
i raised above the other hills, and the glon _' ' . - : .;:,
-reoplefromallovertheworldwillstreamthere 20 Onthatdayof tuaèt--.:::iei uili abandonthegold
: worship. and slhe: ri:.!
:rom many nations urill come and say, they made for :: t:- !e ,, es to t{ orship.
.:t us go up to the mountain of the LoRn, They will lea\e :t.r:: rtis to the rodents and bats,
. house of lacob's God. 2r while the) c::rçi a\ra) into caverns

'r will teach us his ways, and hide amcng the jagged rocks in the cliffs.
',ewillwalkinhispaths." Theywrll m toescapetheterrorof theLoRD
,oRD's teaching uiill go out from Zion', and the glon' of his maiesty
r,rd \,ÿill go out from Jerusalem. as he nses to shake the earth.

!ry shi| ofTarshish.
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ISAIAH 3...poge406

22 Don't put your trust in mere humans.
They are as frail as breath.
What good are the)f

ludgment against ludah
1 The Lord, the Lon» of Heaven's Armies,

will take away from Ierusalem and Judah3
eve4rthing they depend on:

every bit of bread
and every drop of water,

2 all their heroes and soldiers,
judges and prophets,
fortune-tellers and elders,

3 army officers and high officials,
adüsers, skilled craftsmen, and astrologers.

4 I will make boys their leaders,
and toddlers their rulers.

i People will oppress each other-
man against man,
neighbor against neighbor.

Young people will insult their elders,
and lulgar people will sneer at the honorable.

6 In those days a man will say to his brother,
"Since you have a coat, you be our leader!

Take charge of this heap of ruins!"
z But he will reply,

"Nol 1 can't help.
I don't have any extra food or clothes.

Don',t put me in chargel"

8 For Ierusalem will stumble,
and Iudah will fall,

because they speak out against the Lor.o and refuse
to obey him.

They provoke him to his face.
e The very look on their faces gives them away.

They display their sin like the people of Sodom
and don't even try to hide it.

They are doomed!
They have brought destruction upon themselves.

ro Tell the godly that allwili be well for them.
They will enjoy the rich reward they have earned!

1r Butthewicked aredoomed,
for they will get exactlywhat they deserve.

tz Chrldish leaders oppress my people,
and women rule over them.

O rrLy people, your leaders mislead you;
they send you down the \t'rong road.

13 The LoRD takes his place in court
and presents his case against his peoplel

r4 The LoRD comes forward to pronounce judgment
on the elders and rulers of his people:

"You have ruined Israel, myvineyard.
Your houses are filled with things stolen from

the poor.
rs How dare you crush my people,

grinding the faces of the poor into the dust?"
demands the Lord, the LoRD of Heaven's Armies.

A Warning to ,erusalem
16 lhe LoRD says, "Beautiful Zion* is haughty:

craning her elegant neck,
flirting with her eyes,

., I n I hal da\ so f era men will be lelt that seven womend
# fight toreach man,saying,"Let usall marryyoul \^'€*
provide our own food and clothing. Only Iet us take mtL

name so we won't be mocked as old maids."

walking with dainty steps,
tinkling her ankle bracelets.

r 7 So the Lord will send scabs on her head;
the LoRD \.vi]l make beautiful Zion bald."

rB On that day of iudgment
the Lord will strip away everlthing that makes

her beautiful:
ornaments, headbands, crescent necklaces,

re earrings. braceleTs, and veils;
zo scarves, ankle bracelets, sashes,

perfumes, and charms;
2rrings,jewels,
22 pafiy clothes, gowns, capes, and purses;
23 mirrors, fine linen garments,

head omaments, and shawls.

24 Instead of smelling of sweet perfume, she will stink
She will wear a rope for a sash,

and her elegant hair will fall out.
She will wear rough burlap instead of rich robes.

Shame will replace her beauty.*
25 The men of the city ü11 be killed with the sword,

and her warriors will die in battle.
26 The gates of Zionwill weep and moum.

The city will be like a ravaged woman,
huddled on the ground.

A Promise of Restoration
2 But in that day, the branch* of the Lono

will be beautiful and glorious;
the fruit of the land will be the pride and glory

of all who survive in Israel.
; All who remain in Zion

r,vill be a holy people-
those u'ho survive the destruction of ]erusalem

and are recorded among the liüng.
4 The Lord $,111wash the filth from beautiful Zion+

and cleanse jerusalem of its bloodstains
\ /ith the hot breath of fiery judgment.

5 Then the Lono will provide shade for
Mount Zion

and all who assemble there.
He will proüde a canopy of cloud during the day

and smoke and flaming fire at night,
covering the glorious land.

6 1t will be a shelter from dal.time heat
and a hiding place from storms and rain.

A Song about the LoRD's Vineyard

5 r Now I wrll sing for the one i Iove
a song about his üneyard:

My beloved had a vineyard
on a rich and fertile hill.

2 He plowed the land, cleared its stones,
and planted it with the besl ünes.

In the middle he built a watchtower
and carved a winepress in the nearby rocks.

Then he waited for a harvest of sweet $apes,
but the grapes that grew were bitter.

I ou people of ]erusalem and ludah,
r judge between me and my vineyard.

nore could I have done for m).üneyard
:i I have not already done?

.: I expected sweet grapes,
'r' did my üneyard give me bitter grapes?

:t me tell you
rat I will do to my üneyard:
:ear down its hedges
I let it be destroyed.
:reak down its walls

- l let the animals trample it.
make it a l rild place

-,ere the ün€s are not pruned ând the ground
:s not hoed,

:race overgrown with briers and thorns.
command the clouds

: drop no rain on it.

arion of Israel is the üneyard ol the LoRD
cf Heaven's Armies.': people of Judah are his pleasant garden.

, Dected a crop of iustice,
- 
-r rnstead he found oppression.

, , Dected to find righteousness,
- 

. I instead he heard cries of violence.

- s Cuilt and ludgment
.orrow for you who buÿ up house aiter house
:nd field after field,
, everyone is eÿicted and you live alone
n the land.

iave heard the Loiro of Heaven,s Armies
. aar a solemn oath:
-'. houses will stand deserted;
:n beautiful mansions will be empÿ.
'e:' ol üneyard will not produce even si,r

iallons* of wineI baskets of seed will ),1eld only one basket*
rf grain."

,orrow [or,those who gel up early in the morning
I rng for a drink of alcohol

: "nd long evenings drinking wrne
-ake themselves flaming dfunk.
rrn.ish wine and lovely music at their grand

larties-
-: and harp, tambourine and flute_
. ey never think about the LoRD
iotice what he is doing.
people will go into exile far away

, ausetheydo notknowme.
- rr,ho are great and honored will starve,
: the common peopie \^/ill die of thirst.
:re' is licking its lips in anliciparion,
ning tts mouth wide.

.:eat and the lowly
i all the drunken mob will be swallowed up.
..T , ry will be destroyed, and people brougfri down;- the arrogant \4/ill lower lheir eves in
:umiliation.
: Lon» of Heaven's Armies will be exalted bv
ris iustice.

holiness of God will be displayed by his-.snteousness.

, \ lpn uake lhdt i\ rhe drea ot lald plotred b\ - .- t dm."el\ or I 82 liier(l of.pcd u ilt ttrtd ontu an ,pta.: - _ ,. sr'.

3tl6OtTheuomenofZion(withco[espondingchangestopluralformsthroughverse24);HebrewrcadsTheilaushters0lzior;alsoin3i17. ]:24Àrlqt
DeadSeaScrolis;lvlàsoreticTextreads/oùes./Ùeca6eireteadolbeout!- 4.2OttheBranch- 4t4OtfromthewofrenofZion;Llebtc\rcadsJromtfu ü
daugntPr' ol Zûn 5
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:. ,. nen willbe left that seven h a:re,rr!'.* j- (Jling."Let usâllmarry\c_ a, s
' i and clothing. Only let'üt :,: .n'

' :. nocked as old maids."

darnty steps,
.: ankle bracelets.
rii send scabs on her head;
àiil make beautiful Zion bald.,,

)f judgment

,'.1- strip a\.ÿay eyeri'thing that makes
-tiful:
eadbands, crescent necklaces,
-celets, and veils;
: bracelets, sashes,
and charms;

:! g0\\ills, capes, and purses;
r:.Èn garments,

-..e:.rs, and shawls.

:..rng of sweet perfume, she wiil si-:c
,:: a rope for a sash,
:rr,t hair !ÿill fall out.
: -,r burlap inslead of rich robes
::piace her beauÿ.+
. r. rrill be killed with lhe swor;

--r rrs \!ill die in battle.
r:: hilllÿeep and mourn.
r. lii:e a ravaged wôman,

.-- ! ground.

estoration
.he branch* of the LoRD

tf.:i and glorious;
lnd \,/ili be the pride and glo4-

rtrve in Israel
r in Zion
; oeople-
rïe the destruction oflerusaiem
rdeo among the liüng.

"sil 
the filth from beautiful Zion

ienisalem of its bloodstains
rieath of fiery judgment.
,'ril Drolide shade for

,.s.:..ble there.
, -::'.:il.of cloud duringthe o.
: . : ning fire at night,

..,:.;ls land.

=: r:om da),time heat
: .:e from storms and rain.

re LoRD's Vineyard
; :.: the one I love
-. r:s rineyard:
:,lne\"Id
:i:.,1e hill.
,:: aieared its stones,
: ,., ti:. the best ünes.
: -t-i ,l u/atchtower

.. .: toress in the nearby rock:
, : : harvest of s\ryeet $apes

. .:.rt grew were bitter.
'-. ;i.ihters af Zian; alsoin 3rt; j:r ül

- :'. .. tntnafzitrn;H€brewreais 1* n

.u people ofJerusalem and Judah,
, tudge between me and my üneyard.
rore could I have done for mv vinevard
: have not alreadv done?

I expected sweet $apes,
. did my vineyard give me bitter $apes?
, r me tellyou
:i I urill do to my üneyard:
:ar down its hedges

: ^et it be deslroyed.
-:eak down its walls
j let the animals trample it.
rake it a wild place
:re the ünes are not pruned and the ground
) nôt hoed,
:ce overgrown with briers and thorns.'lmmand the clouds

:rop no rain on it.
,,ron of lsrael is lhe vineyard of the LoRD
I Heaven's Armies.

. people offudah are his pleasant garden.
rected a crop of lustice,' rnstead he found oppression.
:ected to find righteousness,
:nstead he heard cries of violence.

: Cuilt and ludgment
'orrow for you who buy up house after house
,nd field after field,

I everyone is evicted and you live alone
r th.e land
:ve heard the Lono of Heaven,s Armies

::r a solemn oath:
rouses lvill stand deserted;
beautiful mansions will be empty.
cs+ o[ ü neyard will not producè even su

--:Llons+ of wine
- baskets of seed will yield only one basket*

: grain."

rrow for.îhose \ryho get up early in the morning
ng for a drink of alcohol

.nd long evenings drinkinq \^/ine
:ke themselves flaming drunk.

.]mish wine and lovely music at their grand
::fties*

,nd harp, tambourine and flute-
.r never think about the LoRD
-. ticewhatheisdoing.

reople will go into exile far away
-,rse thev do not know mp
,rho are great and honored \ /ill starve,

. ihe common people \^/ill die of thirst.
. .e" is licking its Iips in anticipation,
- rngits mouth wide.
-at and the lovÿly
:ii the drunken mob \,ÿill be swallowed up.

::tv will be destroyed, and people broughi down;
'ne arroganl wlll lower their eyes in

- iniliation.
, .oRD of Heaven's Armies will be exalted by
s justice.

roliness of God will be displayed by his
.nteousness.

1 rp, ,okp- lhar i<. the arpa ol Iand ploueo b). tpn tcam5 ol o\en jr
. s.o' I ô1 trter\l o/ .ped till Aipld onlu an pphûhl )O quùs ot ) )
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r7 In that dav lambs wjll lind good pastures,

and,failened :heep and young goats" will feed among
the ruins.

r8 What sorrow for those who drag their sins
behindthem

)vith ropes mrde of lies,
who dragwickedness behind them like a cartltr They even mock God and say,
"Hurryup and do something
We want to see what you can do.

Let.the Holy One of Israel carry out his plan,
for we want to knou/ what ii is.,,

20 What sorrowfor those who say
that eül is good and good is eüI,

that dark is light and light is dark,
that bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter.

2i What sorrow for those who are wise in their
own eyes

and think themselves so clever.
22 What sorrow for those who are heroes at

drinkingwine
and boast about all the alcohol thev can hold.z: They take bribes to let the wicked go iree,
and theypunish the innocent.

24 ïherefore, iust as fire licks up stubble
and dry $ass shrivels in the flame,

so their roots ü/ill rot
and their flowers wither.

For they have rejected the law of the Lono of Heaven,s
Armies;

they have despised the word of the Hoÿ One
of Israel.x That is n'hy the lono,s anger br.nns against his
people

andwhyhe has raised his fist to cnrsh thern
The mountairu üemble,

and the corpses of his people litter the sfie€ts
like garbàge.

But even then the LoR.D,s anger is not sti$ed-
His fist is still poised to srike!

26 He will senda signal to distant natiom fat a*aÿ,
and whistle to those at the ends offte eartll
They will come racing toward JerusalsrL,7 They will not get tted or stunble
Theywil not stop for rest or sleep-

Not a belt will be loose,
not a sandal strap bmke[

za Their anows win be sharp
and their bows ready for battle_

Sparks will flyfrom theirhuseJ hooves,
and the wheels of ïheir charioB wil spin like

awhirh^rind
3 Theywill roar like lions,

like the sûongest oftiorls.
Growling, they will pouce on their victims and carry

themoff,
and no one will be làere to rescue them.

3o They will roar ovg their victims on that day
ofdesEuction

like the roaring of the sea.
If someone lool(s across the land,

onÿdarloess and distress will be seen;
even the light will be darkened by clouds.

ore day. 5:1 0b Hebril i bat h [2 I litets]. S: I Oc HebrewIifml 5:I4Hebrsÿ?rr. 5:lZ As in 6reekversion: Hebrew
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ISAIAH 6...poge408

lsaiah's Cleansing and Call bers, King Rezin of Slria and Pekah son of Remaliah. sYe

Z' It was in the yeai King Uzziah died* that I saw the Lord. the kings of Syria and Israel are plotting against him, saÿ4
O Hewassittingonaloitythrone,andthetrainofhisrobe o'Welÿi-llattaôkJudahandcaptureitfolourselves.Thenr

filled the Templé. zAttending him were mighÿ seraphim, \.vill install the son of Tabeel as |udah's king.' TBut this I

each having six wings. With two wings they covered their what the Sovereign Lono says:

faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they ,,This 
invasion,yÿill never happgn;

flew.3Theli were calling out to each other, 
it will never take place;

"Holy, holy, holy is the LoRD of Heaven's Armies! I for S),ria is no stronger than its capital, Damascus,

The whole earth is filled with his gloryl" and Damascus is no stronger than its king, Rezin.

arheir voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the As for lsrael' within sixty-five years

entire building was filled \^/ith smoke. - . it \^/ill be crushed and completely destroyed'

5Then I said, "lt's att overt r am àiimed, for I am a sinfu, 
e Israel is no stronger than its capital' samaria'

man. I have filthy lips, and I live amonga people wilh filthy *:liH:Tji* ttronger than its king' Pekah son

lips. Yet I have seen the K i ng, the LoRD of Heaven's Arm ies."
6Then one of the se.apnim ne*"tÀïî;ii il;iü;;.r unless vour faith is firm'

he hadtaken fromthe aliarwith apair oftongs. THe touched I cannot make you stand firm "

my lips \,ÿith it and said, "See, this coal has louched your lips. -,
Now your guilt is removed, and youï;il.* f-*grJJni,' 

--'- 
JI-". 

tis,^ of I m m an ue I

sThenIheardtheLoraasr.ing,;,idià;,h"rf,ii'*"A*u rolater,theLoRDsentthismessagetoKingAhaz:rr"Askr'

messenger to this peoptez wno wittgà;;r"rÿ"'-'^ 
* "" - Lor.D your God for a sign of confirmation, Ahaz. Make ii

I said,,,Here I am. Send me.,, difficult as you want-as high as heaven or as deep as !
eAnd he said, "yes, so, and say to this people, ,'1ï:ilHiiË 

;fused. ,,No,,, he said, 
,,r wi, nor resr r

'Listen carefully, but do not understand. LoRD like that."
Watch closely, but leam nothing.' t:Then Isaiah said, "Listen well, you royal family of Dm

r0 Hardentheheartsofthesepeople. Isn'titenoughtoexhausthumanpatience?Mustyouexhd'
Plug their ears and shut their eyes. the patience of my God as well? r4All right then, the Lordhir

That way, they will not see with their eyes, self will give ,vou the sign. took! The virgin* will conceir I

nor hear with their ears, child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immmu
nor understand with their hearts (which means 'God is with us'). lsBy the time this child is o

and turn to me for healing."+ enough to choose what is right and reject what is wrong ft

r rThen I said, 
,,Lord, how long will this go on?,, will b€ eating yogurt* and honey. r6For before the child istm

And he replied, old, the lands of the two kings you fear so much will boû tt

deserted.
"Until their to\,ÿns are empty, rT"Then the Lonn will bring things on you, your nac

their houses are deserted, and your family unlike an),thing since Israel broke am
and the whole country is a wasteland; from ludah. He will bring the king of Asslria upon yod'

12 until the LoRD has sent everyone away, 18In that day the LoRD will whistle for the army of souM
and the entire land of Israel lies deserted. Eglpt and for the army of Assyria. Theywill swarm arounc n,

rr If even a tenth-a remnant-survive, like flies and bees. leThey will come in vast hordes and d
it will be invaded again and burned. in the fertile areas and also in the desolate valleys, caves ar

But as a terebinth or oak tree leaves a stump when thomyplaces. rln that day the tordwiil hire a "razof'frcE-!,
it is cut down, yond the Euphrates Riveri-the king of Ass)da-and u* fl'

so Israel's stump will be a holy seed." shave off everything your land, your crops, and your peqg'
21In that day a farmer will be fortunate to have a cor ili

A Message for Ahaz two sheep or goats left. 22Nevertheless, there will be end
TWhenAhaz,sonoflothamandgrandsonofUzziah,was milkf6lgygryonebecausesofewpeoplewillbeleftirfi
/ king of Judah, King Rezin of Syria* and Pekah son of land. They will eat their fill of yogurt and hongy. ::6 u
Remaliah, the king of Israel, set out to attack Jerusalem. daythelushüneyards,nowworth 1,000piecesof fq!,
However, they were unable to carry out their plan. wiil become patches of briers and thorns. ioThe entirc{l

zThe news had come to the royal court of Judah: "S).ria will become a vast expanse of briers and thorns, a hl4
is allied with Israel* against us!" So the hearts of the king ground overrun by wildlife. 25No one will go to the É|.,
and his people trembled with fear, like trees shaking in a hillsideswherethegardensoncegrew,forbriersandffi
storm. will cover them. Cattle, sheep, and goats \,ÿill graze th@l[,

3Then the Lonn said to Isaiah, "Take your son Shear- [
iashub* and go out to meet King Ahaz. Yoü will find him at The Coming Assyrian lnvasion f
theendoftheaqueductthatfeeds\^aterintotheupper OThenlheLoRDsaidtome,"Makealargesignboa{
pool, near the road leading to the field where cloth is O clearly write this name on it: Maher-shalal-haslr-h(
washed.* 4Tell him to stop worrying. Tell him he doesn't 2I asked Uriah the priest and Zechariah son of Iehdl
need to fear the fierce anger of those two burned-out em- both known as honest men, to witness my doing this §
6:lKingUzziahdiedinT40BC.6:9-l0GreekversionreadsÀfldhesdid,"GoandsaAtothispeople,/'WhenAuhearwhatlsaA,Uouwill@1wùqb,
WhenAouseewhatldo,Aoùoillnotcomprehend.'/Fortheheansoîthesepêoplearehardened,/anàtheirearscmnothear,andthelhaÿetlospdtu [-
eges-"/sotheireyescaniotsee,/and.thiirearscaflnathear,/Mdiheirheatacannotundostqnd,/andtheAcannottwntomeandietmehealùa lpt
CômpareMattl3-:14-15;Mark4:12;Luke8:10;Acts28:2627.7:lHebrewÀ/4a;alsoinT:2,4,5,8.7:2HebrewEphroim,rcfeningtothens:EEü!
kingdomoflsrael;alsoinT:5,8,9,17. Ti}aShear-j6hubfreans"Aremnantwillretum." Tt3borbleached. Tt"llHebrew6deepüShpol
7:"lioryomgwoman. T:'l5OrflrôalsoinT..22. Ti2OaHebrNtheriuer. Tt2\hHebtewshaveoflthehead,thehoitoTthelegs,ondthrtut|&
723!ileÉryl,000sheketsofsihq,ahout25poundsorll.4kilogramsinweight. s:lMaher-shalat-h6h-bemeans"swiftiop)unàerandquickrc ]
carryaway." rrT

'en I.slept v{ith my vrife, and she became oregnar.lve otrln to a son. And the LoRD saiO, ,.'CatiiLii
r-shatal-h_ash-baz. aFor before tfris cirifà"]s oi_n t0 say'papa,or.Mama,,the t<ing of Asswia ü
away borh rhe abundance or oumur.ri-ânà i'i,

, r of Samaria.,,-îijl:,1":r,:q"l(e 
rg.Te again and said, 6,,My car,

,^T"?i:-91 Iudah is tike rhe genrly ftowing warei
:11, ?l]1, they have reiecred it. rÉey are Ëjoi.inr

'l^rl^*lll h.rpp..n.l9. King Rezin anO «ing rerair.:
'rore, rne Lord will overwhelm them wilh"a mishr\
rom rhe Exphrales niver"_tire t<tn! 

"i;r;#i;:q.i1?. r ir: rrood wil overflow alt iti channâls aano
rlro,uoan untlt it is chin deep. It u/ill spread itssubmerging your land from one end to ti,. àtn.i,-ranuel.

,ddle together, you nations, and be terrified.
isten, all you distant lands.

:are for batile, but you will be crushedl
i\, prepare {or battie, bul you will be crushedl
. our councils of war, but they \,ÿi ll be worthless.,velop your strategies, but they \4/ill not succeed.
ir Goo ls wth us!*,,

to Trust the LoRD

ll?-!u: C,*.1 me.a_ srrong warning not to lhink like
? else does. He said,

r caJI ev,erything a conspirary, like they do,
I don'l live in dread of what îrightensihem.
rhe,LoRD of Heaven,s Armies h"oly in youi lif..
ts tne one you should fear.

'he one who should make you tremble.
\\ lii Keep you sale.
Israel and Iudah
.\rll be a stone that makes people stumble,

k that makes them fall.
:r the people ofJerusalem
.\tll be a trap and a snare.
,rill stumble and fall,
r to rise again.

,, will be snared and captured.,,
-. e the teaching of God;

r.ttis instructions to those who follow me..tt tor the LoRD,
ras turned away from the descendants ofIacob.
Dut my hope in him. l

re children the Lonn has given me serve as sisns
!\ ro rsraet trom the LoRD Of Heaven's Arm"ies
i''t nls I emple on Mount Zion.

r r:le may say to you, ,,Let,s 
ask the mediums and r

.onsult the spirits of the dead. Wirh rheii
ànd munerin€s, they willtell us wÀaii";;.; à;;. op.re ask. God lor guidance? Should the liüng

, -.e trom the dead?
- cod's instructions and teachingsl people who

^T?11,*.t-r,.rely in rhe d;k. ,,r'h.y;rl
- a(e to another, weary and hungry. Anâ be_ ,

. ,lrngr1llh.I wiil rage and curie'their kingi I hey will look up lo heaven 22and down at th;
erever they look, there will be trouble 314 2n- r.

,.:k despair. They will be thrown out into the

.-?',ot.nng 
be( aÆe.oJ g:6b Heû?\ akd hp \an or p rdl:... I. i.'nHeil_ewtexl. 9:2aver.ps9:l 2l arenumDel"oo -L . ....

'a4:\6. 9:6OrWondpitt toùB?lot 9.rü;;::,, . , - -

I

III

§



: ri Slria and Pekah son of RemalialL {s
r ând Israel are plotting against him, sru,
',jdah and capture it for ourselves. Tham
,:r. of Tabeel as ,udah's king.' zBut fut
.::. LoRD says:

: 'À',li never happen;
:: ::ke place;
, s:ronger than its capital, Damascus,
:: - . i) no stronger than its king, Rezm
,. thin sixty-five years
-- ' ed and completely destroyed.
r::.ger than its capital, Samaria,
-, :s no stronger than its king, Pekah sû
:..::1.
::li is firm,
':.:e \,ùu stand firm."

nmanuel I
Iflitrrriy:il:i+',iir,H

; refused. "N0," he said, "I will not tes m'

sald, "Listen well,you royal family of Dü
. :.(: dJst human patience? Must You $jN
:.', God as well? laAll right then, the Lordin
: tne sign. Look! The virgin* will conæ

. e Dirth to a son and will call him Imr:au
..-d rs with us'). rsBy the time this chili rd
- \\'hat is right and reiect what is \ÀÎq..ri
l;i1- and honey. 16For before the chiic §r!fl
:re hvo kings you fear so much wiil mN

,lm will bring things on you, your rilmm

, :jnlike anlthing since Israel brohÊ ilml
*'..1 oring the king of Assyria upon rtrd
:.e Lom willwhisfle for the army of scffiürr
. :r:r' of Asryria. They will swarm ara.m m

.i.', ihey will come in vast hordes arlÉrnül

- and also in the desolate valleys, ca'E. ill
i. -r,er daythe lordwillhire a "razol'fmm,r

':"s Rir,er*-the king of Assyria-and -|* mll

'-i.:: r our land, your crops, and your pery
: ::::r.er will be fortunate to have a cil;@
: i .eft. 22Nevertheless, there will b€ @il
,. rt.ause so few people will be lei m nn

=,. .:.err lill of yogurt and honey. qL uül

. . j:ds, now worth 1,000 pieces of süCli
::.es of briers and thoms. ,aThe entkH
:s: e\Danse of briers and thoms, a hq
a. ...rldlife. 2sNo one will go to tie di
-: .::o€[5 ollcê$rew,forbriersarr- ll-

-:: .. :heep,and goats will grazetiË

lssyrian lnvasion
.J said to me, "Make a large signboil@lüfi

: il'.is name on it: Maher-shalal-has-'iut/
r. priest and Zechariah son of Jeid
- . . .' men. to witness my doing th.s

a\ .?n Aauheorwhatl saA, louuiutut ûiffi
' -.. , annot h?ar. and th?U haÿe cloÿ; iG

:: :' . annot tumto fre andletfre hed:4
: 7 iHebrew Eptuaiu, referringtotie.,:):-M
. . t ::.td 7:11 Hebrew 6 àeep 6Sheol
:., - ÿ npad. thc hair ol thpl?gs, and tfu i@
: ;ir;: ùaa means "Swift to plunder and quB r

i I slept with my wife, and she became pregnant
e birth to a son. And the Lono said, "Call him
:halal-hash-baz. aFor before this child is old
to say'Papa' or 'Mama,' the king of Assÿ,ria \ÿill

r,ay both the abundance of Damascus and the
'f Samaria."
l the LoRD spoke to me again and said,6"My care
leople of Judah is like the gently flowing waters
ah, but they have rejected it. They are rejoicing
at will happen to* King Rezin and King pekah.*
rre, the Lord will overwhelm them vsith a mighty
rm the Euphrates River*-the king of Assyria and
:ory. This flood will overflow all its channels sand
rto Judah until it is chin deep. It \ryill spread its
rbmerging your land from one end to the other,
nuel.

,jie together, you nations, and be terrified.
ien, all you distant lands.
,:e for battle, but you will be crushedl
,, prepare for battle, but you vÿill be crushed!
rur councils ofwar, but they will be worthless.
ielop your strategies, but theywill not succeed.
: God is \.ÿith us!*"

poge409 .lSAlAH 9

Hope in the Messiah

Q r{ Nevertheless. lhat time of darkness and despair will
,/ not go on foreler. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will
be humbled, butthere will be a time in the futurewhen Gali-
Iee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs be-
tween the Jordan and the sea, wrll be filled with glory.
,"The people who'walk in darkness

will see a $eat light.
For those who live in a land of deep darkness,+

a light will shine.
3 You i.vill enlarge the nation of Israel,

and its people will reioice.
They will rejoice before you

as people rejoice at the harvest
and like warriors diüding the plunder.

a For you will break the yoke of their slavery
and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders.

You will break the oppressor's rod,
iust as you did when you destroyed the army

of Midian.
5 The boots of thewarrior

and the uniforms bloodstained bvwar
will all be burned.

Theywill be fuel for the fire.
."1 Trust the LORD
: a» has given me a. strons warnins not to rhink tike " *:i;lÏS;i::1i'r"r:t
. else does. He said, The government will rest on his shoulders.

call everythinga conspiracy, like theydo, And he will be called:
: don't live in dread of what frightens them. Wonderful Counseior,+ Mighÿ God,
:he LoRD of Heaven's Armies holy in your life. Everlasting Father, princè of peace.

rs the one you should fear. i His goyemment and its peace
:ne one who should make you tremble. will never end.
{'ill keep you safe. He will rule with fairness andjustice from the throne
israel and Judah ofhis ancestor Daüd
\i11 be a stone thatmakes people stumble, for all eternity.
:k that makes them fall. The passionate commitment of the Lonn of Hear,en s
ri the people ofJerusalem Armies
riil be a trap and a snare. \.vill make this happen!
,ÿill stumble and fall,
.rr to dse again. The LoRD.s Anger against lsrael,rvr'illbesnaredandcaptured." atheLordhasùoken-outagainstfacob
-ie the teaching of God; his judgment has fallen upon lsrar
usthisinstructionstothosewhofollowme. e Andthepeopleof israel*andSar:::
.aitfortheLoRD, whospoker\ithsuchpridear;:::-::::.
hastumedawayfromthedescendantsofJacob. rrilisoonknrI:r
iputmyhopeinhim. r0Theisaii i',-:",r..::::-:::::::..:::i:k:orour
thechildren_theLonohasgivenmeserveassigns ,.;;;ljl;;;,,'l]: ,::::,:.:ees*1rh
ngs to Israel from the Lono of Heaven's Armies ..J;rr 

- -

in his Temple on Mount Zion. . -. -

,.]nemaysaytoyou,,,Let,saskthemediumsand rrButtheLonrir,.::r.:..::,.:..-iesagainstlsrael
, consult the spirits of the dead. With their .^ _. 

alosÛrup.,-:--::::'::
;sandmutteringi,theywilltelluswhattodo.,,Butr2TheSlTians-i:::--:--:.,..:::.-.fhilistinesfrom
':iiitri^:iX#iguidance? shourd the rivins ,,,li',i:'; , ' :-. :-: - . --rsrael

:tGod'sinstructionsandteachingslpeople\ryho But.e!enthel::.--:,,:..t:*illnôtbesatisfied.
hrswordarecompletelyinthedark.2rTheywill rllsllsllss::'::::::'-:i::ia
replacetoanother,wearyandhungry.Andbe-r3Forafteraij th:s:,:..!:.î.Êiimepeoplewillstillnot
are hungry, they will rage and curse their king repent
:d. They will look up to heaven 22and down at the They !{i1] noi :..\ 'Lire LoRD of Heaven's Armies.
t herever they look, there tÿill be trouble and an- r4 Therefole, in a sirgLe dav the LonD wlII destroy both the
:ark despair. They will be thrown out into the head and rhe tarl,

the noble palm branch and the lowlyreed.
.-.tejoicinSbecaweof. S:6bHebtewqndthesonofRemaliah.8:THebte\|thenLer E:loHebrNlfrfraîuell 9:lverseg:1is

inHebrewtqt.9:2âVerses9:2-2larenumberedg:1-2OinHebrewtex. g:2bGreekvercionteadsalaniLwheredeothc6tsitsshad.ow.
-'t6. ÿ6ÙrwonderfuLCoùNelor g,gHebrewofqphraifr,referringtothenorthemkingdomoflsrael. gil2HebrewArameaÆ-

M
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1 s The leaders of Israel are the head,

and the ÿing prophets are the tail.
16 For the leaders of the people have misled them.

They have led them down the path of destruction.
1 7 That is why the Lord takes no pleasure in the young men

and shows no mercy even to the \ /idows and orphans.

For they are all wicked hlpocrites,
and they all speak foolishness.

But even then the Lono's anger will not be satisfied.
His fist is still poised to strike.

ta This wickedness is like a brushfire.
It burns not only briers and thorns

but also sets the foresls ablaze.
Its burning sends up clouds of smoke.

le The land will be blackened
by the fury of the LoRD of Heaven's Armies

The people \ryill be fuel for the fire,
and no one will spare even his own brother.

zo They will attack their neighbor on the right
but will stiu be hungry.

Theywill devour their neighbor on the left
but will not be satisfied.

In the end they will even eat their own children.*
21 Manassehwill feed on Ephraim,

Ephraim wiil feed on Manasseh,
and both will devour Judah.

But even then the Lono's anger will not be satisfied.
His fist is still poised to strike.

1 0' TX',ii#:y;ffi i:::Xii?ii:i:*i-
, They deprive the poor of justice

and dèny the rights of the needy among my people.

They prey on widows
and take advantage of orPhans.

3 Whatwillyou do when I punishyou,
when I send disaster upon you from a distant land?

To whom will you tum for help?

where will your treasures be safe?
4 You wll stumble along as prisoners

or lie among the dead.
But even then the Lono's anger will not be satisfied.

His fist is still poised to strike.

ludgment against Assyria
s "What sorrow awaits Ass)T ia, the rod of my anger.

I use it as a club to express my anger.
6 I am sending Assyria against a godless nation,

against a people with whom I am angry.

Asryria will plunder them,
trampling them like dirt beneath its feet.

/ But the king of Assl, ia will not understand that he

is my tool;
his mind does notwork that way.

His plan is simply to destroY,
to cut down nation after nation.

8 He will say,
'Each of my princes will soon be a king.

e We destroyed Calno just as we did Carchemish.

"*,î:,i"-'fl:1i,l:Ëà'l',i:i:ÏîT3:; I
r2Alter the lord has used tne *,ng o, orryo, ,o ul

fl l',:il:'ii,*'f :î1üY"^îU1"1#3'll§ï:i1î.il
proudandarrogant'']3Heboasts'redonethis. 

t"By my own powerful arm I har

,,y:tH.ltmr:xl'.r*:?':Ïï:iJ' I
and carried off their treasures. f

'"4*:lj#î';f i'iirü',:'J:..l.;, 
j:ïTÏ.,,I

,, ::"#*ï'i:,"jîï*:;-.:,::,,,.,.,,.|

"tilïii"'ftï:tiffifi{rÏ'trs" 
"*" I

"'nî1ïlïfu1'r',."J;'H::t3#,üi;',âffi il
,, *:î1iliilÏt*,,1liiTi:i::i'#iffi:':fi? I

the Hoiy one wiilbe a r-lame. f
He will devour the thoms and briers with fire, I

buming up the enemy in a sinsle night. I
' " t*x;ikrru,{lit ;i':lt,-,,,,n0, I
''""àimîâiîî-ËJ'jiiî'àiü"î,Tf j*'i3nï:{

:ffi* |yes, the remnant of Jacob w

:}Hffiffi
has already decided to destroy the entire land'

24So this is what the Lord, the LoRD of

when Gideon ûiumphed over the Midianites at

Oreb, or when the LoRD's staff was raised to

. the Assyr.ians are now atAiath.
-r are passing through Mi$on

-.1 are sloring their equipment at Micm.
ùre crossing the pass'J are camping at Geba.

!trikes the town ôf Ramah.
.. the people of Gibeah, the hometown o.'. running for their lives.

.,m in terror,
: people of Galliml

-i out a waming to Laishah.
: poorAnathothl

8-gl!: peopf g{ N,radmenah, ail fleein1
, crtrzens of cebim are trying to hide.
nemy stops at Nob for the rest of that di. shakes his fist at beautiful Mount Zion,
:nountain of Jerusalem.

kl The Lord, the Lono of Heaven,s Arm
(,r9p do\4T the mighty tree ot Assyria I

;reat power!
.l cut down the proud.' , lofty tree \.vill be brought down.
. cul down the foresl trees \4/ith an ax.

. :anon will fall to the Mighty One.*

:h from David,s Line
- rt of the stump of David,s family+ r.yil1 g

a shoot-
, new Branch bearing iruit from the old
. \prnl ol the LoRD \,ÿill rest on him_

- Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
I nt of counsel and might,

'oirit of knowledge and the fear ot the t
delight in obelng the LoRD.

.r tl not iudge by appearance
rake a decision based on hearsay.
grve iustice to the poor
.ake fair decisions for the exploiled.-rh wlll shake at the force ot his word,

: rnebreath from his mouth will destroy:: wrcked.
.r ear righteousness like a belt

: :ruth Iike an undergarment.
rav the wolf and the lamb will live togeth
:opard will lie down \4/ith the babygo"at.
and the yearling will be safe with üre Iic
rtfle child Miill lead them all.

.. lrill graze near the bear.
Jb and thecalf will lie down together.
rn will eat hay like a cow.' . rÿi_il play safely near the hole ol"a cobra, ttle child will put its hand in a nest ot c- rkes vÿithout harm.

.' ,ill hun or_d_estroy in all my holy mount
'ne waters fill the sea,

. earth u/ill be filled \,ÿith people who kno': LORD.

:: the heirtoDaüd,s throne*
: - , :anner of salvation to all the world.

- s rviil rally to him,
:r d where he lives will be a glorious

. ri 6?ÿmth? mighrytrce\ol Lebanon\all. 11:
. 

ril^U_b creek vtrsion reàdstn har dau the hqr t.:-Iopesonhrm.Compdre Rom \S \ ). l1r.\1à!:orrnernklngdomollsrapl ll:lsaHebrpwul/4
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9r2O Or eat thei M am.

that day the LoRD will end the bondage of ur* u
He will break the yoke of slavery
and lift it ftom their shoulders.+

b



Ë*#l:1',1:Ë'.'l'.iâl:Ï'1";l:; I
âi.gnïË,tîi$,ililffiJli'ffi{

#,:rit*tx.'*l,}.î['."'gt:l;' I
ffi'[ï:flir.'HÏiXi]l',i!,,,u.. 0,, I
ffi.îLi:î.lliî ïi,ilî3'"i, *î o""., gumol

,*'ffï;",ffi ;-..,::,.",4

ffiixiktr:$;#{r$ïË 
îx" "* I

Hîi$i,îEnr#[âil,'fiïffi rq
îftriji,îTlil,orrsraer'w,rbearire; I
'#îüîî,ff .'Hiï,ii,'ü:'Jti,:"., I
H i J,J H§*H j,i)ï?,i'j?,' o,,,* I
's,H.É*1îîii+rrif,l.i'il.ff 

3*ffi |
re f or the LoRD'5 PeoPle
'::: ,lay the remnant left in Israel,

::: sun'ivors in the house of Iacob,
.. : : tonger depend on allies
,., - . seek to destroy them.

- .:., \ÿi11 faithfullytrust the LoRD,
'-:'-{oir, One of Israel.
,.- ..ni wtll return;*

. .: :he remnant of ,acob will return to the
f,r:ghw God.

i: :: :rgh the people of Israel are as numerou:
:: :l- e sand of the seashore,

-. r -L trrûânl of them will relurn.
- : i LoRD has rightly decided to destroy his re-mül

:-. .re Lord, the Lom of Heaven's Armies,
::: aiready decided to destroy the entire lan:'

'!: :nis is \^,hat the Lord, the LoRD of Heavei i mm
,-, n! people in Zion, do not be afraid of the 1-seM

: :re,: ôpp:ess ', ou with rod and club as the !*our
- :.s, : :'::l:, :Itle while my anger against \c- *'d'ilr

.: :-: 1 ., :.. : * ill rise up to destroy them. " Elru ;]m'

4., ,.- , I:r ..s \\rill lash them with his whip * mi u'

:. . -,. . ::tit:nphed over the Midianites at :-É l!frltrl

: :: :::. ihe LoRD's staff was raised to :-:mr' ff
:::: ir-iri in the Sea.

: :i:: .a\ the LoRD will end the bondage of :l rsmü

ir. xill break the Yoke of slavery
,: r ;:ft it from their shoulders.*

J .'ia', ailion reads onlA a temant of them uill,P s':'j :m
:.-.' r: ils sentence upon all the world withfrflalitll a'"4
- .a , ai.: 4tawsofat.

.. the Assyrians are now atAiath.
:.ey are passing through Migron
- d are storing their equipment at Micmash.

rre crossing the pass

J are camping at Geba.

ilrikes the town of Ramah.
I the people of Gibeah, the hometowr of Saul,

:: running for their lives.
-rn in terror,
': people of Galliml
: out a waming to Laishah.
I poor Anathoth!
:: go the people of Madmenah, all fleeing.
-,e citizens of Gebim are trying to hide.
.nemy stops at Nob for the rest of that day.
: shakes his fist at beautiful Mount Zion, the
mountain of Jerusalem.

,rokl The Iord, the LoRn of Heaven's Armies,
11 chop down the mighÿ tree of Assyria with
ÿeat powerl

i1l cut down the proud.
:rat lofty tree will be brought down.
rll cut down the forest trees with an ax.
:canon will fall to the Mighty One.*

-ch from David's Line
ut of the stump of Daüd's family* will grow

a shoot-
r, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root.
-:Te Spirit of the Lonn will rest on him-
: Spirit ofwisdom and understanding,

::irit of counsel and might,
. Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LoRD.

l1 delight in obeying the LoRD.
. rviil not judge by appearance
: make a decision based on hearsay.
l1 give justice to the poor
,j rnake fair decisions for the exploited.
.:rth will shake at the force of his word,
j one breath from his mouth will destroy
:he wicked.
li wear righteousness like a belt
r lruth like an undergarment.

, . day the wolf and the lamb \,ÿill live together;
, leopard will lie down with the baby goat.
:llf and the yearling will be safe with the lion,

- : a little child will lead them all.
r\\,will graze near the bear.
: cub and the calf will lie down together.
: lion will eat hay like a cow.

-:by will play safely near the hole of a cobra.
, a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly
, nakes without harm.
.g will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,
ls the waters fill the sea,
're earth will be filled with people who know
ie LoRD.

: day the heir to Daüd's throne*
be a banner of salvation to all the world.

.tions will rally to him,
: ihe land where he lives will be a glorious
t.ace.*

poge4ll...lSAlAH 13

r r In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second
time

to bring back the remnant of his people-
those who remain in Assy,ria and northern Eglpt;

in southern Eg)?t, Ethiopia,* and Elam;
in Babylonia,* Hamath, and all the distant coastlands.

tz He will raise a flag among the nations
and assemble the exiles of Israel.

He will gather the scattered people of Judah
from the ends of the earth.

r r Then at last the jealousy between Israel+ and Judah
will end.

They will not be rivals anlmore.
14 Theywill ioin forces to swoop down on Philistia

to the west.
Together they will attack and plunder the nations

to the east.

Theywill occupy the lands of Edom and Moab,
and Ammon wrll obey them.

r 5 The LoRD u/ill make a dry path through the gulf of the
Red Sea.*

He will wave his hand over the Euphrates River,*
sending a mighÿ wind to divide it into seven streams

so it can easiiY be crossed on foot.
r6 He u,ill make a highw-ay for the remnant of his people,

the remnant t oming f rom Assy.ria,
just as he did for lsrael Iong ago

when they returned from Eglpt.

Songs of Praise for Salvation
1 I tIn that day you will sing:
, Z "l will praise you, o Lono!

You were angry with me, but not any more.
Now you comfort me.

2 See, God has come to save me.
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

The LoRD GoD is my strength and my song;
he has given me victory."

3 With joyyou will drink deeply
from the fountain of salvation!

4 ln lhal wondcrful dayyou will sing:
"Thank the LoRD! Praise his namel

Tell the nations what he has done.
Let them know how mighÿ he isl

s Sing to the LoRD, for he has done r, onderful things.
Make know,n his praise around ta.È \\'orld.

6 Let all the people of Jenrsalem' !:.rüi hls praise
Hl:h ic!

For greairs if e Ho rOIle ::.:raelir,holives
amor.E', J!

A Message about Babylon
,, Isaiahsoroit-r. . :,. ,, j hr.messageconcerning
fJ Lhe desnucuoa -i l;:.- r.

2 "Raise a signal flag on , ctre hilltop.
Call up an arm\ against BabYion.

Wave your hand to enaourage them
as they march into ihe paLaces of the high and

mighty.
3 I,the LoRn,have dedrcated these soldiers for this task.

Yes, I have calleci mightywarriors to express my anger,
and they nill reloice when I am exalted."

'r,nnax/6NenthemiÿhtAtreesoflebanonfoll-"1^l:-lHebteNthestumpofthelineollesse.lèssewasKingDaüd'sfather.1l:l0aHebrew
f, l1:lObcreekversio\readslnthotdoAtheheirtoDaÿid'sthroflelliteüllytherootofJesseiùillcome./andheùllruleouertheGentiles /'

.2Lheithopesoflhin.CompareRoml5:12.11:llaHebrewirP4rhrotC6ft. ll:11bHeûe§!nShinar.-l1i13HeÛewEphrain,
.:northe.nkingdomoflsrael. ll:l5aHebrewwilldestrolJthetongueoftheseaofEsApt 1l:l5bHebrewfhenler. lZ6ieûewZion.

I
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4 Hear the noise on the mountains!
Listen, as the vast armies marchl

it is the noise and shouting of many nations.
The Loro of Heaven's Armies has called this

army together.
s They come from distant countries,

l"rom beyond the farthest horizons.
They are the LoRD's weapons to carry out his anger.

With them he will destroy the whole land.

6 Scream in terror, for the day of the Lonn has arrived-
the time for the Almighty to destroy.

7 Every arm is paralyzed with fear.
Every heart melts,

8 andpeoplearetenified.
Pangs of anguish grip them,

like those of a woman in labor.
They look helplessly at one another,

their faces aflame with fear.

e For see, the day of the LoRD is coming-
the terrible day of his fury and fierce anger.

The land will be made desolate,
and all the sinners destroyed with it.

10 The heavens will be black above them;
the stars will give no light.

The sun will be dark when it rises,
and the moon will proüde no light.

11 "I, the LoRD, will punish the world for its eül
and the wicked for their sin.

I will crush the arrogance of the proud
and humble the pride of the mighty.

12 I will make people scarcer than gold-
more rare than the fine Sold of Ophir.

r3 For I will shake the heavens.
The earth will move from its place

\,ÿhen the LoRD of Heaven's Armies displays his wath
in the day of his fierce anger."

ra Everyone in Babylon will run about like a hunted
gazelle,

like sheep without a shepherd.
They will try to find their own people

and flee to their own land.
1s Anyone who is captured will be cut down-

run through with a sword.
to Their little children will be dashed to death before

their q'Ies'
Their homes will be sacked, and their wives will

be raped.

t7 "Look, I will stir up the Medes against Babylon.
They cannot be tempted by silver
or bribed with 8old.

18 The attacking armies will shoot down the young men
with arrows.

Theywill have no mercy on helpless babies

and !ÿill show no compassion for children."

re Babylon, the most glorious of kingdoms,
the flower of Chaldean Pride,

will be devastated like Sodom and Gomorrah
when God destroyed them.

20 Babylon will never be inhabited again.
It will remain empty for generation after
generaton.

Nomads will refuse to camp there,

and shepherds will not bed down their sheep.
21 Desert animals yill move into the ruined ciÿ,

and the houses will be haunted by howling creature:
Owls will live among the ruins,

and wild goats will go there to dance.
22 Hyenas will howl in its fortresses,

and jackals will make dens in its luxurious palaces.

Babylon's days are numbered;
its time of destruction will soon arrive.

A Taunt for Babylon's King
, ,, But the LoRn wlll have mercy on the descendanB
l1 hcoA. He will choose IsraÉ as his special peo'

once again. He will bring them back to settle once agairfl
their own land. And people from many different naümi

will come and join them there and unite with the peopk il

Israel.+ zThe nations of the world will help the LoRD's Fl
ple to return, and those who come to live in their land l],dl

serve them. Those who captured Israel will themselver'ïË

captured, and Israel will rule over its enemies.
3In that wonderful day when the LoRD gives his peo'ü

rest from sorrow and fear, from slavery and chains, +youlii

taunt the king of Babylon. You wrll say,

"The mighÿ man has been destroyed.
Yes, your insolence+ is ended.

s For the LoRD has crushed your wicked power
and broken your eül rule.

6 You struck the people with endless blows of rage
and held the naüons in your angry grip
wrth unrelenting tyranny.

T But finally the earth is at rest and quiet..
Now it can sing again!

8 Even the trees of the forest-
the c)?ress trees ând the cedars of Lebanon-
sing out this ioyous song:

'Since you have been cut do\À41, 
1l

no one will come now to cut us downl t,

e "lntheplaceof thedead*thereisexcitement Ioveryourarrival. I
The spiiits of world leaders and mighty kings I
,,"1îf,s::1..,", I

1o Withonevoicethéyailcryout, I
'Nowyouareasweakaiweare! I

11 Yourmightandpowerwereburied\ryithyou.* |
The sound of the harp in your palace has ceal

Nowmaggotsareyoursheet, I
,,,,,:iiïi?,ï:1fHi;,,.,, I
-r*liî:*l,*;Hiàhfl**i*',,.1

" *'r'SÏff1:.ïJ,îi'f,aïln 
ana set my,i,.on. I

:j*;lgniiffi: :i
,. u,.1iH.',inÏiliÏfi'i,1,T1fi",,,,u*u, I

-r this be the one who shook the earth
-.?"0,TT1: 

ihe,kin.cdoms of the world trembte?
is rne one who destroyed lhe lÿorld

irro made lt into a wasteland?
:s thel<ing wtro demolished the world,s
$eatest cities

rnd had no mercy on his prisoners?,
kings of the nations lie in stately glory,r.n tn nrs or4n tomb,
,u r4/ill be.thrown oul o[yourgrave.eaworthlessbranch.

r corpse trampled underfoot.
- wtU bedumped intoa masigrave
rn those killed in bafttp

.\ ill d,escend to the pit.
- wlil not b€ given a proper burial,
I nave destroyed your nation

.- slaughtered your people.
.cendanls of such an eül person
never again receive honor.

: ts man's children!
hem die because ol. I heir fa(her,s sins!
usr not nse and conquer the earth,
J rne world with their cities.,,
, 

1îl 
tl:. 

l"_p. 
, Heaven,s Arm res says:. (r. nave rrsen agajnst Babylon!-roy rts children and its children,s

toren,"
ie LoRD.
,. e"Babllon a desolate place ofowls,

, rrn swamps and marshes
: the land with the broom ofdestruclion.
cn ol Heaven,s Armies, have spoken!,,

. about Assyria
Heaven,s Armies has swom this oalh:

- lppen as I have planned_
- as I have decided.

\e^{ss}rians 
when they are in Israel;' pre mem on my mountains.

..-it no Ionger be their slaves
: 

. 
\!,n under their heavy loads.- -or the whole earth,
iogment upon all the nalions.

"eaven's Armies has sDoken_
,nge his plans?

.: I is raised,
.: him?,,

::out philistia
. , :ne to me the year King Ahaz died:*

. cu philistines,

- -- at struck you is broken_- r ,\ no aftacked you is dead., :ie a more poisonous snake will
. -: ro destroyyoul
. t: tn my pasture;

.e down in peace.
,,. .t wlpe you out r,ÿith famine
. a :e\\,vr'ho remain.

. ,', eep in the cifies!
. ru philistinesl

- : :.: '14:32Hebre! Zfi .15 
9 i j:. :.:, _.

1 4:1 Hebrdÿ the howe o/,14.0b. The names "lacob"
patrrar(handsomelimestothenation l4:4
1 4'.11 Hebrew were brouSht down to Sheol.

As in
1 4111 Ot on the hei9hts of Za1hon.

and "I$aei" are often inte.changed tkoughout
Dead Sea s(ollsj the meaning of the Ma§oretic

the Old Testament,
Text is uncertain.

refering sometimes '

14i9 Heùew Sheol;
ic]
âLr

I



::.: jhepherds \,ÿill not bed down their sheep.
::i anlmals will move into the ruined city,

: - - . te houses \,ÿill be haunted by howling crearL:_
. , ,l live among the ruins,
. : ,r lld goats will go there to dance.
:,: ri'rll howl in its forfresses,
:.i ';ckals will make dens in its luxurious palaca
, .: : s days are numbered;

'. -- p oI destruction will soon arrive.

nt for Babylon's King
: - \e Lono will have mercy on the descendan:
, .5 He will choose Israel as his special pem.

.j.r. He u/ill bring them back to settle once ai,a-z r
,,-- iand. And people from many different n;rr
-:. and ioin them there and unite r4/ith the peopr: I
' :lhe nations of the world will help the Lo"m'i æ
'=:.jrn, and those who come to live in their lanCrnr::r Those who captured Israel will themselr-es r
:: :: d lsrael \^rill rule over ils enemies.
::: .,vonderful day when the LoRD gives his pemr
- . '-ow and fear, from slavery and chains, ayôu x.
'= i "g of Babylon. you will sav,

:--rqhly man has been destroyed.
.: ',cur insolence* is ended.
::r Lon» has crushed your wicked power
:: :roken your eül rule.

':i.k.the people y/ith endless blows of rage
: -..d the nations in your angry grip
:ï .tnrelenting tyranny.
:,:1lv the earth is at rest and quiet.
,r :t can sing again!
--:? trees of the forest-
= -'.!ress trees and the cedars of Lebanon_
-g . Jt this ioyous song:
. , JrJ have been cut down,
::.: u,ill come now to cut us do\,ÿnl,

. :iace of the dead+ there is excitement
=: ,:Ur arriVal.
:.:.i: of world leaders and mighÿkings
.::Ê dead
,.'l jp to see you.
::: r'oice they all cry out,

- ,1 ,, ou ale as weak as we are!
-::ri and power were buried with you.*
. sr -nd of the harp in your palace has ceased-
-:+its are your sheet,
: r,l:ms vour blanket.,

,: : are fallen from heaven,
: .:.rng star, son of the moming!
:r È reen thro$TL do\l.n to the earth,
: u . I destroYe 'he nations of the world.
- s.lrd io\oJ:.e,i

.,.titl-:,tt 
: e:t en and set my throne abo!'e

: -: r :. : .:. mountain of the gods
:.: - :.€:,Orth.*

-_- : .: :1. nighest heavens
. -.:-i. i:Le \1ost High.'

, ..'r':;f 
. **ght down to the place

,r :. rts lolvest depths.
:: l:.ere È,ill stare at you and ask,

-: - ::È old Iestament,
.:.i_ : -\i ls uncerlain.

pose4t3...tSAtAH 16
.r this be the one who shook the earth A powerful army comes like smoke from the north.
.iS,frr:iji.#if:omsdrheworrd 

rrembre? " 
i",ïir soraierruin.,'r"ù1.ààrg*ürignt.

.ndmadeitinloawast;land? r2what should we tell the Philistine messengers? Tell
ris the king who demolished the world,s them,

greatest cities ,,The 
LoRD has built Jerusalem+;;nd had no merry on his prisoners?, itswalls will give refuge to his oppressed people.,,. kings of the nations iie in statelv slorv.

:ach in his own tomb, ' A Messaqe about Moab

i:iilff,:Ï"#f#otvoursrave ,5 H:î;îiï:iîïî:î:ï:,lîï:îr a corpse trampled underfoot, 
and the city of Kir will be destroyed.ou willbe dumped into a mass e

:rn rrrose tiifejin-ju[.i.-,,,"_ 
srave 2 your peopte wil go ro rheir tempt;iÀôiUon to rorrn.

, wlraescenatô ine pii- ,^ifl,m:fi?j?,i:i;iff1,:lï:i:,fi§..8;
:iHJÏ:H&:'Jr:llî0,i,'#''''' "stu'ilngtr,.i,i'.uo,in,à,iÀ*uü'lu,ingorr

il,,l:îr:l.**;':#ï',ï:|ï-. ' 'n.r 
llii,liiio,i;rap as rhev wander the srreers

ÏiilË;""Ë#iÏ#.1*'"" Fiom-everyhome''"d;;Üü;q;;;;,i,irrcome the
rhis man,ùhildren! sound o_t \^,ailing.

ettiremaieùecausàof theirfathrr,ssins! ' *:n?i."lli.?:ffi,ix"il#â:lîll,.:#ÿjffi::

1,rui|:"jili:ilî^',"*i::i,ll;,:'"t' rh;;;"".*;;i;;iü;;-iiiüffiinunerrerror
jrswhattheL.RDorHeaven,sArmiessays: . 

",Ili#l:ïrï,|lesswithrear'H,Ë"ii,ïi1i:i:;:i::1,':X;l:. 
' '"'ii' 

p."ql. nee to zoar and Egrarh-sherishiyah

children,,, tren,s Weeping,-they climn m. i"ra tiiït iti..,,
rvs the L.RD. Their cries of distress can be heard all along the road

#*ïiHlî1,u.1îorare 
prace or owrs ' 6 ** ,ï.Tii.i:'# Nimrim are dried up!

,*..p rr'. runà,Jiriii,. Liià, ora",t rai*. rrJi.ii::'i*,lliü.;..:,."0.ihe Lonn of Heaven,s Armies, have spokent,, "iJffig...n,.*uinr.
rsage about Assvria 7 The people grab their possessions

,n-o of gervent iÀies has swor and cârry them across the Ravine of Willou s

r ar happen as r have pranned. 

-r'r rhrs oarh: ' ^'g"fl 3li:*:;ü"ii,.;.,J'iiià 
i'unÏor ''0"

,! lll be as I have decided. from Eglaim to Beer_elim.
breaklheAsswians\,vhentheyareinlsrael; eThestreamnearLlbon.run.:ec,r tl - j''rJlrramp.lethemonmymountains. builamstillnotfjnjsned!\,1i1:ti:--
rople wrll no longer be their slaves Lions 

''i 
ll huni do,,rr rhe su:,tr .l:, - 

' '

:rbowdownundertheirhea\yloads. botht::5É tr:.: ï, .. a).:1..aplanforthewholeearth, andrhose,ri,,.-,..-..1,.-l
rand of iudgment upon all the nations.

:iï:f,tr;:i,:ïmieshasspoken- 16'"îilflIil;';?;;'".'.'-""
.-, his hand is raised, Send them through rhe deser-r-o can stOp him?" to the mountain Cl.a,€:.j:t:uiZion

,iase about phiristia 'Ï,ïIf,fi::'.:,'"1:;Ë;,ii[i"#iïJ.ï"
'.ssage came to me the year King Ahaz died:* 3 ,,Help 

us,,, ther cn
. rejoice, you Philistines, "Defend u s aerr ' !t our enemies.
the rod that struck you is broken- Protect us from thejr relentless attack.-the,kingwhoattackedyouisdead., 

. .Donotbetra\ usnowthatwehaveescaped.
'l that snake a more poisonous snake will 4 Let our refugee) s'J . d'rong you.
born, Hide them fron our enemies until the terror is past.,,

-,rlr serpent to destroy you! When oppressron and destruction have ended':ed the poor in my pasture; 
and e-nemy rarders have disappeared,. -eedywill lie down in peace. then God wlll establish one of Daüd,s descendants',rryou,Iwillwipeyououtwithfamine - 

irti"g.r jestroy the few who remain. He will rule with mercy and truth.:he gates! Weep in the cities! He will always do what is iust' 
'\jth fear, you Philistinesl and be eager to do what is right.

-:rrùedu715B.c. l432HeûüZion. l5:gAsinDeadSeaScrolls,someCreekmanuscripts,andlatinVulgate;MasoreticTdread§

.efening sometimes to the iniü
I 4:9 HebrewSh€or; also in I { ]'
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ISAIAH 17...Pose414

tn[nt*flr;r*:r,.,,.*" ffiffi*ffiflffil;-*lffil
"'r*:r'1,;rffijins 

rrom Kir-hareseth' , *ll,î,i!:llilËif,t#,i#'l^â!'L'.Xili{iÏ"I
' 'T.':m:$,T::13ffi:î*:î1"Jii. -^11"i1:lî13,,t:Ti*:'i:*1tiË'.i"10*o""7

fn. *t.rr irt tn. nations have broken down Moab- It will be utterly desolate. - f
ihaibeautifulgrapeüne. 10 Wh)f Becauseyouhavetumedfromthecodwho I-':îâiÏi:Bï;,1*:f;1ii"'fr3*ff"','#J'o^' 

,":i,i:1iË:*.n.theRockwhocanniaevou !
'-;*,llW*1,',t:o"l,X',îIït..ds.,. 

t']:iiliJ,]'ilil,'"t'l.$flX',"'J,liàr^r, I
' 
î$îïàî'ff"îït33:1ï3,1['"Ï:îfiff.Ï:f*" 

"'Y,Ïffiï:]ffi"]filii:i:ïiiHli"â,"' 
I

over your summer fruits anJharvest. b"'"P'11Ït"tll*t 
'lt\1lv 

g'?lt:11

''.ï:,["H:]:]."?,f,11,:i 
rharvest ""'"ïilH]eï'Lïü'üüià'ootg'i'r*o 

I*:';nT.t"*n'rn*inthevineYards' " t*[Tlll:îlii::iLT:iLi*is I
no treading of grâpes in the winepresses. Hear the thunder of the mighÿ forces !

Ihaveeideà'aftheirharvestiôys. astheyrushforwardlikethunderingwaves.. I
I I Mv heart,s cry for Moab is like a lament on a harp. 13 But though they thunder like breakers on a beach, I'I 

am filled with anguish for Kir-hareseth.+ Cod will silence them, and they will run.away' I
r2 The people of Moab ùll worship at their pagan shrines, They will flee like chaff scatteredby the wind, I

tüt iiwilt ao ttem no Bood. Iike a tumbleweed whirling before a storm. f
They will cry to the gods in their temples, 1 4 In the evening Israel waits in terror,. I

but no orie will bè able to save them. but by dawn its enemies are.dead. I

,^Jî§'3.i,1î'"il'îf,:',-i$'Lî1:trüfi;l?ill}îX:;1 
*T"",+i:'H:"î111$*iiii,'i:"!rrunderus' I

ï:îi:i;ffii,1iHii,r"y':lY?iiillo,T.'iliooll".Tl A Messase about Ethiopia. "^ 
;;îil.*iîi::. Iarive" 18'"'lili',1":iiil;gii:1iï:T

A Message about Damascus and lsrael 2 thatsendsambassadors 
I?im::;**ï:.','ffiîïil#"-'' *;ïHüi*!:"ü:::::",,

It will become a heap of ruins. l ake a message to a tatl, s.moom.sKlnn.o 0.o,,., !
2 ThetownsofAroerwil'lbedeserted. - whoarefearedfarandwide I^ ;ù:T;*iir';;inin it ""1,i"ari.ao*" ":1§îi:::ilif,STi,filiTiÏ$1., I

withnoonetochasethemaway. 3 Allyoupeopleof theworld, f
3 The fortified towns of Israel+ will also be destroyed, everyone who lives on the earth- I

and the royal power of Damascus will end. when I iaise my battle flag on the mountain, Iook! I
All that remains of Syria* When I blow the ram's horn, listen! I

willsharethefateof Israel'sdepartedglory," 4 ForthelopDhastoldmethis: I
declares the Lonn of Heaven's Armies. "I will watch quietly from my dwelling place- f

4 "In that day l$ael's* glory will grow dim; as quie§ as the heat rises on a summer day' I
iti robu;t mdy wiI w;ste away. or as the moming dew forms during the I

'"i,î*1f.'î:1x'liîiiilî:,fl1îiî,Ïr,.',. ,r*nlÉili'fï,b"c,nveu,ur1* ,,.-.- I-tl'.'m:f:i;*,,u.r***.i*"un.,,r.îX'5ïii*?iif;:i,P"'âllâ'jÏ;fl,îffii*^{

. 
"^,,,,,i1-iüîî.i,'§:g:prj"I:ll;,theharvest. ., ,.'*ilLoff anddiscardvouïïifl,:iËyfl

tite stray otlves teit on a tree after the harvest. 6 Your mighty army wiil be left dead

O"fy t*o ôi tn .. .emain in the highest branches,_ for the mountain wttures and wild,an-tmal!._ f
:tl,*:'L'.xH::f.^Ë:îîlijÏ:î:"ntherimbs"' 

*i#'#ffi:H*:i1ffi1,",:.irii:iiiiTiifut

16:8Hebrewlrlsspd. 16:llHebrew&r-rldPr.aErianlspeuingof(ir-hareseth. 16:l4HebfewWithinlhreegPars,.6osmnkthntndlntlonvt-
wouldcountthem. 17:!a1ebrewolEphiiam.releringlothenorrherntingoo.oriià"i."'it,iatletrwstïn. tz:qiHeolÀu"'t"(oonnrf

iii#i,§;,2;";;::;iiily:K;;;;iüi;;;'"rii';";dqndühishd;i;;;r' 
'iàii"iiàri"'i'à"ir' t*iaoii"'iot^ anfl

hat time the LoRD of Heaven,s Armies will
receive gifts

om this land diüded by rivers,
,r this tall, smooth-skinned people,
. ro are Ieared far and wide for their ronq

and destruction
. i will bring the gifts to /erusalem,x
,r'here the Lono of Heaven,s Armies dvÿells.

:ssage about Egypt

0 This message came to me concerning Eg11

Look! The LoRD is advancing againsl Eg)?l- drng on a sr/ÿift cloud.
' . idols of Eglpt tremble.

. he hearts of the E$.?tians melt with fear.
I make Eg)?tian fight against Eglptian_

' -otner agarnst brother.
.rbor against neighbor,
t,against city,

: :cvince against proünce.
:g),ptians \4/ill lose heart,
d I will confuse their olans.
.\ill plead with their iiols for wisdom

::d call on spirits, mediums, and those who
consult the spirits of the dead.
\and Eglpt over
r hard, cruel master.

. -:e king will rule them,,,

. , s the Lord, the Lono of Heaven,s Armies.
.! aters of the Nile will fail to rise and flood
rhe fields.

-: riverbed will be parched and dry.
rrrals of the Nile \^/ill dryup,
i t he streams of t$?t will stink
.t rotting reeds and rushes.

- . $eenery along the riverbank
i Jli the crops along the lver

drv up and blow awav
.hennen will lament for Iack of work.
: se rvho cast hooks into the Nile will groan
: those who use nets \.vill lose heart.
rrill be no flax for the harvesters.
hread for the weavers.

..ilt be in despair,
-- lll the lÿorkers WIII be sick at hearl.

. -ools are the officials ofZoan!
. 

_-Aesl 
counsel to the king ol. t$.pt is stupi

:'.td Wrong.
^ È\, still boast to pharaoh of their wisdom?

ney dare hrag about all their wlse
t tcestors?
. :re your wise counselors, pharaoh?
-rern tell you u/hat God pians,

rhe LoRD of Heaven,s Armics is going to d' Egpt.
::cials of Zoan are fools,

, .he officials of Memphis* are deluded.
., lers of the people
. led Eg)?t astray.
..D has sent a spirit of foolishness on them,

th.eir suggestions are \4rong.
j)e Eg)?t to stagger

. , drunk in his vomit.
' .\1ount Zion.
rdr; also in 20:5

19:13 Hebrew^bph. 19:t8Or ilrjl. 20:4Hebrewa6hitei. 2l:l HÊ:



. Deople will look to their Creator
^ 1 : o\ es to the Holy One o[ lsrael.
rr,ger iook to their idols for helP

: f, r,at their own hands have made.
:: :gain bow down to their Asherah Pce
: :: rhe pagan shrines they have built.
,: r:es wiil be like a deserted forest,
-; :he Hivites and Amorites abandone:'
:: :ies came here so long ago.

.::ill desolate.
,. ' rr have turned from the God who
:,tu.
:::gctten the Rock who can hide You.

. j: t the finest Slapeünes
1 i..e most expensive seedlings.
: r jt on the dayyou set them out;
- :'. blossom on theverymorningyou

' :',:r pick any grapes from them.
-::. est wrll be a load of grief and
.:J parn.

:-:ies of many nations
:. :caring of the sea.
-;t: of the mighÿ forces
: :om'ard like thundering waves.
'--. Lnunder like breakers on a beaci
.:.e them, and theywill run awa1.

.lie chaff scattered by the wind,
:.:u eed whirling before a storm.

. israel waits in terror,
: :ts enemies are dead.
r: ::rr'ard of those who plunder us,

: :rr those who destroy us.

cut Ethiopia
::.: :pra*-land of fluttering sails+

.: :i the headwaters of the Nile,

:";sadorS
::: lù\!n the river.

:.:.getS!
:. .] a tall, smooth-skinned peoplÊ

,:.: iar andwide
: -=..! and destruction,
,: : rs diüded by rivers.

= 
:: .ie WOfld,

.:: ..iesontheearth-
- . ::lrle flag on the mountain, looL
,.. : e ram's horn, listen!
-i! :r d me thisl

-.:. r,. :.ln mv drvelling place-
r .-.'.::: SeSOnaSummef day,

, - -. -: .'. lorms during the

.,.-- rurattack,
.-,,.-. :ipening Iike graPes,

-: r. ! rur new growth with Pruni:=--

, .: :rd discard your spreading brà-Éu
1 \\r1l be left deadinthefields
-:: 1 \xltures and wild animals.

:.li at the corpses all summer.

- , r rrill gnaw at the bones all tri::g
' - :.',a uears,asQsetuantboundba cof,.Ë

:.- :. :,JÀ 17:4Hebrew/4aoD'5. Seerr:i r
. : :, ,r 18 lbÔt laad oJ nanul'.-:-

poge415..lSAlAH2'l
.hat time the LoRD of Heaven's Armies will rs There is nothing Eg)?t can do.

receive gifts All are helpleis- 
-

: rom this land diüded by rivers, the head andihe tail,
:rL this tall, smooth-skinned people, the noble palm branch andthe lowlyreed.

":#:::iil,Hand 
\^'ide for their conquests r6rn rhar day the Eglprians lyil be as weak as women.

wilr bring rhe g,rts ro rerusarem,+ ]lyJl::'i.ï filP:l:itlll:,yilaised tisr ofthe L.RD

rere rhe ionoàrHeaven's Armiesdwers [',.[iîJ:i^:*i:ï#iii,l|iflili.l;ffil,i:ij:,,:.JHl

-: 
ssage about Egypr 

^7hi-^ D^^+. 
n",0.,'iï:riany'l,lî 

E8)pils cities \ riu fo[ow rhe Lono of
, 

lhismessagecametomeconcerninsEglpt: 
Heavenls'qrmies.TheywillevenbegintospeakHebrew,the

Look! The Lono is advancing against Eg)?t, language of Canaan. one of these aities will be Heliopolis,
ding on a swift cloud. the City of the Sun.*

. ldols of Egypt tremble. reln that day there wlll be an altar to the LoRD in the heart
he hearts of the E$,?tians melt with fear. of Eg)?t, and there will be a monument to the LoRD at its
,lmakeEg)?rianfighragainsrEg),?rian- l,9id:1,'U will be a sign and a \vitness that the LoRD of
:otheragànstbrotËer, " Heaven's Armies is worshiped in the land of Egypt. When
:rboragàinstneighbor, the people cry to.lhe Lorc for help against those who op-
I agai"nst ciry " press them, he w-ill send them a saüor who \^/ill rescue them.

'-cviice againit proünce. 2lThe LoRD r4/ill make himself known to the Egyptians. Yes,

:gyptianiwill lôse heart, they\'ÿill knowthe Lono andr.r'illgive theirsacrifices and of-
-iÎ will confuse thei. füns. ferings to him. They will make a vow to the LoRD and \,ÿill

w,ill plead wirh rheir idots ior wisdom ]1::P l! ':Thq Lo_RD \ /ill strike Eg)?t, and then he will bring
1cafi on spirfts,m.ar,*,, unai'i,Jü,,r,0 iï,X,LT ili|}:.:?H'jffil1i$l. 

*e Lono, and he wilr
.onsult the spirits of the dead.
rand Egypt over 23In that day E8)pt and Assyria will be connected by a
: hard,iiuel maste.. highlay. The Eglptians and Assyrians will move freely Ée_

. :e king will rule them,,, t\^/een their lands, and they W1ll both worship God. 24And Is-

, rhe L;rd,theLoRoor Hearen,s Armies f,ii;T:i:Jl,:ir.lllill,illl;i,ïlii"_"Siiî;XL1,tiïil
'. aters of the Nile \^/ill fail to rise and flood mies wili say, 

,,Biessed 
be Egypt, my peofte. nt"ssea r" es_

the fields. syria, the land I have madà' blesséa' Ud Isra"t, my special
e riverbed will be parched and dry. p-ossessionl,,

rarLals of the Nile will dry up,
:lthestreamsof Eglptwill stink A Message about Egypt and Ethiopia
.h rotting reeds and rushes. ?r.l In the year whéir'ring sargon bf Assyria sent his

- -: greenery along the riverbank Z V commander in chief tdcaptüre the phiiistine city of
- j ail the crops along the river Ashdod,+ 2the LoRD told Isaiah sôn of Amoz, "Take off lhe

l drv up and blow away. burlap you have been w,earing, and remove your sandals."
:;hennenwilllamentforlackofwork. Isaiah did as he was told and walked around naked and
rse rvho cast hooks into the Nile will groan, barefoot.
I those who use nets will lose heart. sThen the LoRD said, "My servant Isaiah has been u,alk-
. lili be no flax for the harvesters, ing around naked and barefoot for the last three years.
illread for the \^/eavers. This is a sign-a s)mbol of the terrible troubles i uiil brrng
r'ill be in despair, upon Eglpt and Ethiopia.* aFor the king of,{ss\ria x'i]l take

-r all the workers will be srck at heart. away the Egyptians and Ethiopians" as Drisoners. He \rill
iools are the officials of Zoanl make them walk naked and barefoot bcth 1 oung and o1d,

.irbestcounseltothekingofEgl,?tisstupid theirbuftucksbared tolheshaL'rÊofEgrpt.5ThenthePhj-

tndwïong. listinesillll bethrlr::ric:an.c foltheycountedônlhe

ieystillbôasttopharaohoftheirwrsdom? i::l:l:l Eihr'rr: ::; :":sled of therr allies in E$?t!

llheydarebragaboutalttneirwise lln::.11.,:'' l::h:'anhappentoEg)"pt'whatchancedo

.incestors? rre ha\Èl li.É ,ra:É :runllng on E$?t to protect Us from

iareyouri,ÿisecounselors,Pharaoh? thekingtir" ::
, ihemtellyouwhatcodplans, 

A Message about Babylon
.:';h1:*"*ven'sArmiesisgoingtodo 2i fu:lfïil;;;;,. concerningBabvion-rhe

ficials olZoan are fools,
r the officials of Memphis+ are deluded. Disastei is roaring down on you from the desert,

.'aders of the people like a * hirlirind sweeping in from the Negev.

cledE$?tastray. 2 Iseeaterrifltngvision:
,RD has sent a spirit of foolishness on them, I see the betrayer betraying,

.,rl their suggestions are wrong. the destroyer destroying.
ause Eg)?t to stagger Go ahead, you Elamites and Medes,

, r drunk in his vomit. attack and lay siege.

ioMountZion. l9:l3Hebrew,\brh. lgtlSOtwillbetheCitAofDestruction.20:1ÂshdodwascapturedbyAs$iainTllBa
a6h;alsoin20:5.20:4HebrewC6hileJ.2l:lHebtewcofrceminsthedesertbAthesea.
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rsArAH 22

Iwillmake anend

poge 41 6

to all the $oaning Babylon caused.
3 My stomach aches and bums with pain.

Sharp pangs of anguish are upon me,

like those of a woman in labor.
I $ow faint when I hear what God is planning;

I am too afraid to look.
a My mind reels and my heart races.

I longed for eveningto come,
but now I am terrified of the dark.

s Look! They are preparing a Sreat feast.
They are spreading rugs for people to sit on.

Everyone is eating and drinking.
But quick! Grab your shields and prepare for battle.

You are being attacked!

6 Meanwhile, the Lord said to me,
"Put a watchman on the city wall.

Let him shout out what he sees.
7 He should look for chariots

drawn by pairs of horses,
and for riders on donkeys and camels.

Let the watchman be fully alert."
8 Then the watchman* called oul,

"Day after day I have stood on the watchtower,
my lord.

Night after night I have remained at my post.
e Now at last-look!

Here comes a man in a chariot
with a pair of horses!"

Then the watchman said,
"Babylon is fallen, fallen!

All the idols of Babylon
lie broken on the ground!"

ro O my people, threshed and winnowed,
I have told you ever)'thing the LoRD of Heaven's

Armies has said,
everithing the God of Israel has told me.

A Message about Edom
llThis message came to me conceming Edom*:

Someone from Edom+ keeps calling to me,
"Watchman, howmuch longer until mominÿ

Whenwill the night be over?"
12 The watchman replies,

"Moming is coming, but nightwill soon retum.
If you wish to ask again, then come back

and ask."

A Message about Arabia
r3This message came to me conceming Ârabia:

O caravans from Dedan,
hide in the deserts of Arabia.

14 Opeopleof Tema,
bJing water to these thirsty people,
food to these wearyrefugees.

ls They have fled from the swor4
from the drawn sword,

fromthebentbow
and the terrors of baftle.

of its courageous archers will survive. I, the Lono, th{

ffi::"r""ï.1,"**,"- I
22 Hiffiiâlîi1Ïi,'.1" 

me concerning n**,il
wnat rs nappentng, ' il

,*Hiili'1,:ifl'iHiiTJii1il*n""' I
What do I iee inthis reveling ciÿ I

*fll,i:âTjï"Ti:',i,?"yl,ï 
ramine and diseas. l

'0"{Tï:i*fl'oliJâ*',T0u,,.,i,o... "l
Tifif§#i:::ilii,tÏlt; I. ,nâ:,JfË',i:, "rÆave me arone to weep; 

I
Let me cry for my people I
.",:iJ::i.ï[i:'ffiiHï1" I

Whatadayofconfusionandterror f
brought by the Lord, the LoRD of Heaven's Armies, I
,,:iiT:xiljJi:i$,1'iiilt.""o,"u.,, I

and cries of death echo from the mountainsides. !
' "$ilii;:i,':i',îlfllïi!.nu,io,..,, t

The men of Kir hold up the shields. I
7 Chariotsfillyourbeautifulvalleys, I

and charioteers storm your gates. I
8 ,udah's defenses have been stripped away. I

Yourunto the armory* foryourweapons. I
e You inspectthebreaksinthewalls of Jerusalem.* I

Youstoreupwaterin thelowerpool I
ro Yousurveythehousesandtearsomedorvn I

forstonetostrenghenthewalls. I
rr Beoveenthecitywalls,youbuildareservoir I

iorwaterfrom theoidpool. I
But you never ask for help from the One who did 

I
You neveroconsidered the One who planned this 

I
r2 At that time the Lord, the LoRD of Heaven's Armies, !

called you to weep and moum. I
He told you to shave your heads in sonow for your sirl

and to wear clothes of burlap to showyour remor§i
r3 Butinstead,youdanceandplay; I

you slaughter cattle and kill sheep. I
Youfeastonmeatanddrhkwine. I

You say,"Let',s feastand drink, I

,"*.';::i:iÏÏilL,., nu,..vearea urs to me: I
the day you die, you will never be forgiven for this sin." l
is the iudsment of the Lord,the Lono of Heaven's Armil

A Message for Shebna t
lsThis iswhatthe lord,the Lono ofHeaven's Armies, sal
me: "Confront Shebna, the palace administrator, andl
him this message: I

..ng a beautiful tomb for yourself_
f,onument high up in the rock?

< LoRD is about to hurl you away, mighty
i is gotng to grab you,

r-rple you into a ball,
'.ii toss you away into a distant, barren land-: you will die,
-d your glorious chariots wrll be broken an
ru are a disgrace to your masterl

-:s. I will drive you out of office,,,says the Lo
. down from your high position. æAnd then
,nl Eliakim son of Hilkiàh to replace you. zrI
our royal robes and will give liim your htler. And he will be a father to the péople of I

..rh. zl will give him the keyto the houie of D
position in the royal court. When he opens

. be able to close them; when he closeidoor
, tble to.open them. z:He will bring honor to i

.r l.wi-lldrive him Iirmly in placelike a nail ir\lrl $ve htm great responsibility, and he v
l even the lowliest members of his lamily.*"

: rr the.LoRD of Heaven,s Armies also sayi: ,,1

ne when I will pull out the nail that se;med
o,1e,.ou1 g1a Jalt ro rhe $ound. Everlthin

. ll fall r,ÿith it.1, the Lono, have spokenl,,

.ssage about Tyre

3 
This message came to me concerning Tyre:* 
\Veep, O ships of Tarshish,
' I he harbor and houses of Tyre are gone!

rumors you heard in Cyprus+
-e all true.
.:n in silence, you people of the coast.d you merchants of Sidon
- traders crossed the sea,
:iiiing over deep waters.

brought you grain from Eg)?t*'d narvests from along the Nile.
.\ ere the marketplace of the world.

: cw you are pul to shame, ci ty of Sidon,
rr Ty,re, thefortress of lhe seà, says,i I am childless;

. lave no sons or daughters.,,
-.n Eg)?t hears the news about Tyre,
rere will be great sorrow.
I \4,ord nolv to Tarshishl

,t ail, you people who live in distant lands!
\ silent ruin.all that is left of your once joyou:

', hat a long history was Vours!' in k of ail the colonist;you sen t to distant pla
r has brought this disaster on Twe.
dl great creator oI kingdoms?

: raders were all princes,
er merchants were nobles.

. LoRD of Heaven,s Armies has done it
- destroy your pride
' d bring low all earth,s nobiiitv.
e, people of Tarshish.
r eep over the land like the flooding Nile,
-,r Ty,re is defenseles5.+
ionn held out his hand over the sea
:rd shook the kingdoms of the earth.

- \,- Ih p 
A w i ll h a ng o n h t n d l l rhe glo 14 a I h L, la rhe r ) h a L\,\^ililnrat\ornrl | ). 23:3Hebrcv fiomÿiltor abro: p\\ Lanaan. 2Z:13Ot (haldea

l6The Lord said to me, "Within a year, counting each 16 "Whodoyouthinkyouare,
day,* all the glory of Kedarwill come to an end. rTonly a few and what are you doing here,

2'l:8AsinDeadSeaScrollsandSlriacve$ion;MasoreticTextreadsalior.2l:llaHebrewDuu4h,whichmeans"silence"or"stillness."Itisawordplô
onthewordEdom.2t:llbHebrewseitanothernameforEdom.21t|6qeûewwithinaAeal,6aseruaf,tboilldblJcofltractüoÿldcourfit.SoG,L
ancientmanusqiptsreadwithintbreeleafs,asinl6:14. 22:lHebrewcmcmifrEthevalleAofviim. 2zgHebtewtotheHoweoftheForest;see û
1 KgsT:2-5. 2zg:P1e}trewthecitAolbaÿid. 4



rchers will surÿive. I, the LoRD, tiE.illr

t Jerusalem
i-. came to me conceming Jerusal@-

running to the rooftops?
a terrible uproar.

-:. rhis reveling ciq{
a;enwhere,
:1le but by famine and disease.
:a\ e fled.
:::d Mthout resistance.
:: slip alvay,
,:lrured, too.

-êave me alone to weep;
r:ilort me
l.ople

: oeing destroyed."

::jshing defeàt!
lrfusion and tenor
:: ihe LoRD of Heaven's Armies
, . i Vision!
i.am have been broken,
: -., echo from the mountainsid6
:: r eIs,
::i and charioteers.

" : J id up the shields.
--r:utiful valleys,
: >:llrm your gates.
-.:,, e been stripped away.
:ilrory* for your weapons.
'i.i(s in the walls of ferusalem.-
..er in the lower pool.
-ses and tear some down
::l{rhen the walls.
": s, you builda reservoir
..-.e old pool.
r: i e1p from the One who did

r:ered the One who planned thls

:: the LoRD of Heaven,s Armie:
:: :nd moufn.
: ,, our heads in somow for vo:l mt
res of burlap to shoi4r your;erisr*
: -. :nd play;
:le and kill sheep.
:l and drink wine.
: ard drink,

! i:rries has revealed this to r.É -:
-. ierer be forgiven for this sii-'-hri
-.:d the LoRn of Heaven's .t-i4
3na
i.. LoRD of Heaven's Armi6 fi.i_

: :ne palace administrator, e-É m

':u are,
lcing here,
:::: silence"or"stillness.,,Itisas.c@

:.: : .and W cofrtract uoulà count t tûÈ
)-E -.ùrc\ÿt0 theHoweofthe For§ *

poge4tz..,lSAtAH24
iig a beautiful tomb for yourself- He has spoken out against phoenicia,*

:',onument high up in the rock? ordering that her?ort .ir., Ëà.rro*a.. e LoRD is about to hurl you away, mighÿ man. ,, He says, 
,,Never 

again will vou reioice., ,s going to grab you, o drrshi;;;rijàà;'iffiu f,iiil..n ..urn.a.,ie you into a ball, Even if yàu flee to Cyprus, 
, - - ^'"'- """

-i toss youaway into a distant, barren land. yo, *U nnA nr r.rt.,,
. you will die,

'r'your glorious chariots wilr be,broken and usetess. '' *?l.r;:§i:i?,iji:ilî:_;.
. are a disgrace to your masterl rniidyrians nave handed Babylon over

, )..1 will drive you out of office," says the Lono. ,,I will to tné witO animats ;iih.-;;;i.' " "'
down from your,high position, zoÂnd then t will cali They have built siege ramps against lts watts,:,ntEliakimsonofHilkiahtoreplaceyou.2ilwilldress tomdownitspalaces, ^

cur royal robes and will give him your title and your and turned it to a heap of rubble.
.r'.Andhewillbeafathertothepàopleof Jerusilem 14 Wail,Oshipsof Tarshish,,\. 2l will give him the key to rhe irouie or David_rhe ' ' iàilo* nurUo, is desrroyed!,osition in lhe royal court. When he oDens doors. no _ -_'"' 

) v

beabletoclosethem;whenheclosesdoors,noone. r,torseventy.years,thelengthofakln§slife,Tyrewillbe
lle[oopenthem.zrHewill bringhonortohisfamiiv lorgotten.Butthenlhecitywi]l comebacktolifeasinlhe
r i.will dnve him firmly in placeÏke a naif in trre waii song aboul the prostitute:

'!ltlglvehrmgreatresponsibiliÿandhewillbring16Takeaharpandwalkthestreets,
: even the lowliest members of his family.*,, ' you forgotten harlot.
. the Lono of Heaven,s Armies aiso says: ,,The time Mâke sweèt melodv and sins !orrr sôno(
ewhenlwill pulloutthenaillhatseemedsofrrm sorounill berernembereLg"ir. "-
,me out and fall to the $ound. 

_Everlthing 
it sup- .les 

afrer se\enn \ears the L.R_D will reüve Tyre. BulI I fall with it. I, the LoRn, have spokeni,' ,n. ,,ili ui io d i tiereni rhan ,n. *i, u.iài.. sne wilt again
:sage about ryr" 

-,--_ . hiix:.;i.T:ffiiliiî5Ëi#;,ï:fJitr H:1,*;:,i#lliirhis messase came ro me concemins rlre: 
"ài 

iËiààra"a urt *ru pi;ùà. Ààoà rJJàîni rrne crotning
,!'eep, O ships of Tarshish, forthe LoRD's pnests.

lhe harbor and houses of Tyre are gone!
-umors you heard in Cypru5*' ' Destruction of the Earth

dll true. )/, lLooklTneLoRDisabouttodestroylheeanh
I in silence, you people of the coast 1a and make it a vast wasleland.

J you merchants of Sidon. He devastates the surface of the earth
:raders crossed the sea, and scatters the people.
ingoverdeepwaters. 2 Priestsandla)?eople,

lrought you grain from Egypt+ servants and masters,
I harvests from along the Nile. maids and mistresses,
ere the marketplace of the world. buyers and sellers,

\ÿ you are put to shame, ciÿ or sido., *ii:::1i1i:iî::i".e will be soared' flre, the fortress of the sej, says.amchildless; r Theearth\4,ill becompletelyempneoa,rolo_.r..
:\'e no sons or daughters." The LoRD has spoken!
- Eg)?t hears the néws about Twe 4 The earth moums and dries up

. e wrll be great sorror. 
- - - ' '' and the crops v/aste a\çar ani hiîli:

.rordnowioTarshishl Eventhegreatestpeople c. t;::- 11:r-. j!\a\
, youpeoplewholiveindislantlands! 'Theearthsuffersfor:|.e:.r :: ':..::..
'ilentruinallthatisleftofyouronceiovouscint lo'thevl'arenrl('e: C:: : . .:-.: -s
,lalonghistorywasyours! 0a'-df j(la,\(
-lofailthecolonistiyousentlodistantplaces. - ,rc.:'.: - I :: .:.jr:.-^. ,.-. ::'
rasbroughtthisdisasteronTlre, ",ti";.": '--:' 'r::-:::.-tea;:h
.greatcieatorofkingdomsi' rnlijr+'.:,.,.,. --i ;t''t:rrthelrsln.

lers were all princes, ";;; 
;.:. , -.. .. : -. : 

-. . . Lrerchants were nobles.
no of Heaven,s Armiàinas aone it ' 'n;#1on:):ï'.., _., 

.,,,.i.
istroy your pride 

All the merr,]..:.::rs ::ti and mournrring low all earth's nobilitv. a The cheerfu_ ., _.. - , ,,,i.*.in.iii lurr.a,:eople ofTarshish, ._ the hapni c::.s :- ...ebration are heard: orerthe land like the nooding Nite, -;;;i",.
rre ts detenseless.* The melodious chords ofthe harp are silent.lDheldouthishandoverthesea e Gonearetheroisoiwineandsong,

:hook the kingdoms of the earth. alcoholic drink turns bitter in the mouth.
'.1.1y. yitt n.mp 

917im gll tne Blory oJ hb t at he/\ howe. it5 ol|,prins ond o.fsho ,.. .t . tc,,ot ue,spL). fron thp bou h rc att th? Mt\.,,:fr,:l*,2i,1,:T,àÿJe,eûeÿÿlronshiho,.arrancrroiLrreriii"ï.,à,.- )1.rôi,".",..,ig"irÂ.H;,ü,"rî";hi..:;:i;ii;;."r,",..

,a'
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ro The citywrithes in chaos;
every home is locked to keep out intruders'

I 1 Mobs gather in the streets, crying out for wine.

Joy has turned to gloom.
Glàdness has been banished from the land.

12 The city is left in ruins,
its gates battered down.

13 Throughout the earth the story is the same-
only a remnant is left,

Iike the stray olives left on the tree
or the few grapes left on the vine after harrest.

14 But all who are left shout and sing for ioy.
Those in the west praise the LoRD's ma,esty.

I s In eastem 1ands, give glory to the LoRD.

In the lands beyond the sea,praise the name ofthe
LoRD, the God of I$ael.

16 We hear songs of praise from the ends oJ the earth,

songs that-give glory to the Righteous One!

But my heart is heavy with grief.
Weep for me, for I wither awaY.

Deceit still prevails,

and treachery is everywhere.
17 Terror and traps and snares will be your lot,

you peôple of the earth.
18 Those who flee in terror will fau into a trap,

andthose who escape the trapwillbe caught
in a snare.

Destru«ion falls like rain from the heavens;

the foundations of the earth shake.
re The earth has broken up.

It has utterly collaPsed;
it is üolently shaken.

20 The earth staggers like a drunk.
It trembles like a tent in a storm.

It falls andwill not rise again,''... forthe guiltof itsrebellionisveryheavy.
21 In that day the Lono will punish the gods in

the heavens
and the proud rulers of the nations on earth.

22 Theywill be rounded up and put in prison.
Theywill be shut up in Prison
and will finallybe punished.

23 Then the glory of the moonwillwane,
and the brightness ofthe sunwill fade,

for the loRD of Heaven's Armieswillrule on
MountZion.

He will rule in great glory in |erusalem,
in the sight of all the leaders of his people.

Praise for tudgment and Salvation

, (tO LoRD, I will honor and praise your name,

ZJ foryou aremYGod.
You do such wonderful things!

You planned them long ago,

and nowyou have accomplished them.
2 You turn mighty cities into heaps of ruins'

Cities with strong walls are tumed to rubble,
Beautiful palaces in distantlands disappear

andwill never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore, sûoRg nations will declare your glory

ruthless nations will fear You.

*:fà".ii:ffi.'I""#,n"f::ii ,I
,"îËixi'ii'i{fffl$llËffifiiiHf 

.l
*x1î:'1il::if.Tili".'l3lirililllii.,,, I

"," ;"*:,:r:ft ï"ffi Ï H::i'ffi Ï "'T
HI;Tffi:i:üTl:iHIiiI ,I

-ïl'rn,xffiiiiJ#f,iiandchoicemear. il
. Iiî,'HiÏ-:îf iffiiidf$-I''=fr ' 

** il

4 Trust in the LoRD always,
for the Lonn Goo is the etemal Rock.

5 Hehumblestheproud
and brings down the arrogant city.
He brings it down to the dust.

6 The poor and oppressed trample it underfoot
and the needy walk all over il.

'fiffiffi.1

Jr kindness to the \.vicked
loes not make them do sood.
':l9l.",l:T q9 ,ishr, rü wicked keep doins wrno take no notice oi the LoRD,s maiesty.

RD, they pay no aflention to your upraised fist.
gerness Io defend your peoplr rney wlll be ashamed.

, 1 your fire consume your enemies.
. D, you \4/ill grant us peace:

^:"-11:. 
ufolptished is realy from you.

RD our Cod, olhers have ruled üs,
rxt you alone are the one we worship.

" we served before are dead and gône.
etr departed spirits r^/ill never returnl
na.cked them and desffoyed them,

- J they are long forgotten.
,o, you have made our nation greaU. youhavemadeusgreat.
'ave extended our borders,
l we give you the glory!
in distress we searched for vou.
Drayed beneath the burden of vour discipl ineir a pregnantWoman

- ihes and cries out in pain as she gives birth,
,\ ere we in your presence, LoRD.
r, writhe in agony,
rothing comes of our sufferins
. " not given salvation fo rn. .rftn,' rrought life into the world.
.e who die in the Loeo wrll live:- bodies h/ill rise again!

.. ho sleep in the earth
'rse up and singforjoy!
: rte-giying light will taI Iike dew
: rr people in the place of the dead!

:: on for lsrael-. my people,
_k your doorsl

-:selves for a litile while'- e Lono's anger has passed.
LoRD is coming from heaven- \.the peopleof the earth fortheirsins.

- - .,ili no ionger hide those who have- \r1led
. be brought oul for all to see.

i la), the LoRDwill take his terrible,swift swor

: ;:,1_L:lgjhrl,l.rhe swifrry mounS serper- 'ntng 5erpent. He \4iill kill the drag"on oi 1rI

4 But you are a tower of refuge to the poor, o LoRD, For only when_you come to judge the earth

aiower cfrefuge to theieedy in àistress. willpeople learnwhat is right.

25$HebrvOfrthismountîin;alsoi\25:lO.25:SGreekversionreadsDeathiswaltouedÿpirÿicfory.ComparelCorl5:54' ]

It the fruitful vineyard.
will watch over it,
it carefully.
hl I r,ÿill watch so no one can harm it.
wlll be gone.

rs and thorns growing,
ck them;
lemup-
r ftrn to me for help.
xe peace }ryith me;
m make peace with me.,,

Ë,:J,,Ëi*.[i..*i#Effi ,mïffiH
E 0l srael. 28:3 Hebwttuqrffiiryptaua ot a

I
I3l



Tl the storm
I the heat.
:1s of ruthless people
2atlng against a wall,
2ss heat of the desert.
oar of foreign nations.
:loud cools relentless heat,
ngs of n thless people are stilled-

)R.D of Heaven's Armies
derful feast
of the world.
banquet
ed wine and choice meat-
: the cloud of gloom,
rth that hangs over the earth.
eath foreverl*
c, will wipe away all tears.
rer all insults and mockery
rd people.
ken!

e will proclaini,

r andhesavedus!

'tLom we trusted.
're salvation he brings!"
:.: blessing will rest on ]erusaler
-nshed.
A. trampled down and left to rol
rroab's people
i.es down water \,ÿith his hand!
:e
,:fks.
;: will be demolished.
:1i down to the ground,

the LoRD
:;cne in the land of Iudah $ü @

:J bv the walls of God's salwtiitr"
r no are righteous;
:r Ênter.
3:i peace

.

. ":: ii-red on you!
,a.,s

:: iie etemal Rock.

:.c anogant ciÿ.
:: the dust.
!i: trample it underfoot,
i :, over it.

= 
:ghteous,

p and rough.
res what is right,
ii :he path ahead of therl
:s: ]n you by obeying

s to glorifyyour name.
h for you;
amestly seek for God.
)me to judge the earth
ràat is right.

-re 
I Cor 15:54.

poge4le...lSAlAH 28
ur kindness to the wicked o The time is coming when lacob,s descendants will
does not make them do good. take root.
though others do right, thewicked keep doingwlong Israel will bud and blossom
and take no notice of the Lono's majesÿ. and fill the whole earth with fruit!

LoRD, they pay no attention to your upraised fist. 7 Has the L.RD struck Israel
Show them your eagerness to defend your people. - '-is 

Ëe struct frer eneJnies?
en theywill be ashamed. Has he punished her
Letyour fire consumeyour enemies. às he punished them?
RD, you \.vill grant us peace; 8 No, but he exiled Israel to call her to account.
allwe have accomplished is reallyfrom you. Shewas exiled from her land
-ono our God, others have ruled us, as though blown away in a storm fromthe east.
rut you alone are the one we worship . e rhe LoRD did this to purge Israel's* wickedness,
rse we served before are dead and gone. to take away all her sin.
Iheir departed spirits will never return! As a result, all the pagan altars \,ÿill be crushed to dust.j attacked them and destroyed them, No Asherah pole or pagan shrine will be left standing.
rnd they are long forgotlen. r0 The fortified towns will be silent and empÿ,
onn,you have made ournation $eat; the houses abandoned, the streets overgown

, es, you have made us great. \,ÿith weeds.
.t have extended our borders, Calves will $aze there,
:ndwe give you the glory! chewing on twigs and branches.

.-D, in distress we searched for you. r r The people are like the dead branches of a tree,
.ve prayed benearh the uuàeri oiyour disciprine. t,".::ifiÏ 

fi:fr*ed 
for kindling beneath the

' as a pregnant woman
.rritnôs aia cries oui in pain as she gives birth, Israel is a foolish and stupid nation,

.cwereweinyourpr.rÀ..,fo*.'- -- --"-"' 
_, 

foritspeoplehaveturnedawaYflom God

, too, writhe in agony, Therefore' the one who made them

r.rt nothing comËs oîour suffering. will show them no ptv or me:c\

' llave not given salvation to the earth , 12Yet the time \\ill aome rr her tie Lom rrill pa:r 
=: :h em-rrbroughtlifeintotheworld. togetherlikehandplciedglain oneblonehàir:..i::l-.e:

:hose who die in the Lonn will live; them-from the EJphratei Rr\ er- in tÉe east ro ::.. ,. :: kreirbodieswillriseagainl of Egpt in the \\'est.'rln that da) the great trJ::i: xrlL

'e 
w}Io sleep in the earth sound. \lan\'Ilho rvere dring in erile in Assrna .-: :-= ,::.llriseupandsingforjoy! will return to Jerusalem to i{orshlp the LoRr or i., ..,.,

our life-giving light will fall like dew mountain.
: vour people in the place of the deao' 

o Message about samaria
.ation for Israel ,Qr rvÿhatsonowawaitstheproudcih of Sa.::.,-
rme,mypeople, ZO thegloriouscrownofihedrunlsojl.::: -

: ' J lock your doors! It sits at the head of a fertile va1le.v,
, I ourselves for a little while but its glorious beautÿ will fade like a flrr\\ Ê:
- til the LoRD's anger has passed. It is the pride of a people

The LoRD is coming from heaven brought down by wine.
runishthepeopleoftheearthfortheirsins. 2 FortheLordwillsendamighh a::r,::::::: .

::rthwillnoiongerhidethosewhohave Likeamightyhailstormandat.:r::.:: ri.:
:.eenkilled. they\r'illburstuponitlikeasjrir.:.:.:
.y \Mill be brought out for all to see. and smash it to the grourc

r The proud cin of Saman:-r : thatdaytheLonowilltakehisterrible,swiftsword ihe Sloious crotrr.:t -:: ::-:.... :: Israe.--
::dpunishLeviathan,*thes\,viftlymovingserpent, \\.l ber3ti1DLei1:a:aj::::::.:-. :ts feet.
:g,writhingserpent.Hewillkillthedragonof the l ltsi:sr::::r'?ai.:ir.::.:,: ..

tlil:-: ; -. -: --. -- ,..- :;-< ,rke a flower.
riday, \\troerr: -':-li ' I :'-:'-- ''' -:
.eboutthefruitfulvineyard. as;r':: ::':::-:': Df iedandeaten'
tRD,willwatchoverit, sThenal .a:...:-: :i<a\en'!-{nnies
.:lngitcarefully. nill rLi:.. ' -: .:-li ; glorious crowr.
rnightl\,ÿillwatchsonoonecanharmit. Helflllbti-.:- :--r-clJÿ
,rgerwillbegone. oftheit:::::.:. l"tsDeople.
I briers and thorns growing, 6 He will Stre : .::::: I - o: rustice
attackthem; totheir tüJÈ<:

: -in them up- He wtll gtr < gre:: r..urage
. , r they tum to me for help. to their § amors who stand at the gates.

- inakepeacewithme; 7 Now,ho*e\er,lsraelisledbvdrunks
. r them make peace with me.,, iryho reel with wine and stâgger with alcohol.

: f,tion-ofLeüathanhdisputed,rangingfrmaneafthlycreaturetoamrthrcalseanonsterinancientliterature. 2T..gHebtewJacob,s.See27:'l2qebtewthertuer.2StlHebtewWhatsonow.a,uaitsthetowinïEloryôfthedrunksofEpltro,z,r"i*,ingtoÀà.ariâ,capitalof
alomoflÿael- 28:3HebtewThecîominggtoryofthedrunksofEphlalm'tseenoteon2S:1.
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The priests and prophets stagger wlth alcohol
and lose themselves in wine.

They reel when they see visions
and stagger as they render decisions.

8 Their tables are covered with vomit;
filth ls everyvÿhere.

e "Who does the Lonn think we are?" they ask.
"Why does he speak to us like this?

Are we little children,
,ust recently weaned?

10 He tells us everything over and over-
one line at a time,

one line at a time,
a little here,

and a little there!"
r1 So now God \^/ill have to speak to his people

through foreign oppressors who speak a strange
languagel

12 God has told his people,
"Here is a place of rest;

let the weary rest here.
This is a place of quiet rest."

But theywould not listen.
r 3 So the LoRD will spell out his message for them again,

one line at a time,
one line at a time,

a little here,
and a little there,

so that they \,ÿill stumble and fall.
Theywill be injured, trapped, and captured.

14 Therefore, listen to this message from the LoRn,
you scoffing rulers in ferusalem.

15 You boast, "We have struck a bargain to cheat death
and have made a deal to dodge the grave.*

The coming destruction can never touch us,
for we have built a strong refuge made of lies

and deception."
16 Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lono says:

"Look! I am placing a foundation stone in ferusalem,*
a firm and tested stone.

It is a precious cornerstone that is safe to build on.
Whoever believes need never be shaken.*

17 I will test you \,vith the measuring line of iustice
and the plumb line of righteousness.

Since your refuge is made of lies,
a hailstorm \,ÿill knock it down.

Since it is made of deception,
a flood will sweep it away.

18 I v,rill cancel the bargain you made to cheat death,
and I will overturn your deal to dodge the grave.

When the terrible enemy sweeps through,
you will be trampled into the $ound.

]e Again and agâin that flood wili come,
moming after morning,

day and night,
until you are carried away."

This message will bring terror to your people.
?0 The bed you have made is too short to lie on.

The blankets are too narrow to cover you.
2r The Lono will come as he did against the philistines

at Mount Perazim
and against the Amorites at Gibeon.

He will come to do a strange thing; il
he will come to do an unusual deed: il

22 FortheLord,theLoRDofHeaven'sArmies, I
has plainly said that he is determined to crush I

thewhôleland. .t
*::ffi1ii:'ri,*nr\viltbeeven$eater. 

I
23 Listen to me; I

listen, and pay close attention. I
2a Doesafarmeiaiwaysplowandneversow? I

Is he forever cultivâdng the soil and never plantitr
à DoeshenotfinallyplantÈisseeds- I

black cumin, cLimin, wheat, barley, and emmer wil*îiï.llfliïTiJ#i;erprace? I
26 Thefarmerknowsjustwhattodo, f

forGodhasgivenhimunderstanding I
27 A heavy sledge is never used to thresh black cumiru I

rath'er, it È beatenwith a lightstick. I
A threshingwheel is never roiled on cumin; I

".,iîï'f"10#::ïl:x.,î,i?iY^H'*' I
,."îL:fl§"i;'#.îfl:*^::fl:r;:,. I

buthe doesn'tpulverize it. fæ The Lono of Heaven's Armies is a wonderful teachil
and he gives the fanner great wisdom I

A Message about lerusalem I
29'"Tâl',ii.1i:#iiii'J,'JJ.:ïft',?:,',il"|
' *:liJi:*Hflïi'ffiHil§iii,,nu,o.,o* I
, :ïf#'ii,ii#*,ï'--hat 

her name Arier ml

ülii*iffiffi;:-l
\bur voice will whisper irom the ground f

.,,, J'Xîî:ffi: îî','iii:'.ïïffi . .*I
""lili'ilî'àH'.',.'.llïniTio.o,,,.n,*,, I

" ',{frfTi'L:f:'î:}'lirî11** *, *, 
",,". 
I

"'*llîff ',;iti:ffixi:ff .ftxffi 3l*îi;;*.I

l##ffi*.1
,i;t*:î$,à,*ï'llru-" I

go ahead and be blind.
, i are stupid, but not from wine!
u stagger, but not from liquor!
- Lon-o has poured out on you a spirit of
üeep sleep.

: has closed the eyes ofyour prophets and
rstonanes.

:he future events in this vision are like a se
When you give it to those who can read

, can't read it because it is seaied.,, r2whel
" \^7ho cannot read, they will say, 

,,We 
d,-.ad "

, r the Lord says,
.-,ese people say they are mine.
lonor me \ rith their lips,
their hearts are far from me.

: elr worship of me
- :thing but man-made rules learned bv ro

: of this, | \,rill once again aslound thése
,locrites

': âmazingwonders.
dom of the wise will pass a\^/ay,'\e 

i nl elligence of the in relliSenl wil I dis
:row awaits those who try to hide their'rm the Lono,

do their eül deeds in the dark!
. ÀD canî see us," they say.
I resn't know what's gojng on!',
fsh can vou be?
'ne Potter, and he is certainly greater th,' . .lav!

i ne created thing say of the one r/ÿho ma(
:idn't make me"?
:r ever saÿ

, rûtter who made me is stupid,,?
::,d it u/ill not be very long-
'rests of Lebanon will become a fertile fi:i fertile fr.eld will yield bountiful crops.
:.\'the deafwill hear words read from-a I
".e blind will see through the gloom and

.:rn€SS.

:le will be tilled with I resh joy from rhe
rr will reioice in the Holy One ol.lsrael.

"tr wilJ be gone,
:'rgant will disappear,
- .se who plot eül will be killed.
- r conüct the innocent

.:àlse testlmony will disappear.
r : lte awaits those v/ho use trickery to

:rt justice
- : tell lies to destroy the innocent.

the LoRD, i,ÿho redeemed Abraham, say
::el,*

. \iill no longer be ashamed
rele \,vith fear.
reÿ see their many children
- : blessings I have given them,

..rgnize the holiness of the Holv One

stand in awe of the God of Jacob.
:ir,ard will gain understanding,

- : tarners wlll accept instruction.
. 
_: 

Èad s 
_Their wo\hip is a îarce, / for theA teach m

3A:7 Hebrew Rahabwho§rsrdi. RahaË is the na::ne forEglpt.

28:l5Hebrewsheol;alsoin28:18.28i'l6alHebtewlnzion 28:l6bGreekversionreadsLook!lamplacingastoneinthefound.ationoflew@
't'lptàll\/ionl, aÿp'iobcom?t\tone[oritrJoundalion,tho\enlorgrcathanor.Anyonewhotu\t\ûiLt;;itlr;;r;;r;"i;;:'nlromfareRo:i,
1Pel1:6. 29:'lAnelsoundstikeaHebrewtemthatmeans,heanh or,allil_, 2g:.THebtewAnel.

l



:ryffffi*tffi1

iffiffi#ffi
.,Jliî:iiâ:llËJî#&':**oattackin'itsrrvaL

.*:iiffiriJ,iliheearthyouwnspeak; il
.,"1,1:#,:"J",i ffi ,li::,'iJ,i.Tfl :i$ff "'"" tr

,", jii,:#i;;:T:iii,::"#Ï:,ffii.-il
,.Xlil*ryr'ài:'J#3T,l1io.un,"n,*, :il
*à'5:,T1TH'fl',',,ff*"0 I

"-[il[i,îT,fl{:#iiffi}s*:i",iT.il

[ffii,ffi*.ffi.'lA thirsÿperson dreams of

=#;*'mffi

qo ahead and be blind.
i ,r. ,tupid, but not from wine!
, stagger, but not from liquor!
: Lono has poured out on you a spirit of
:eep sleep.
:raiclosed the eyes of your prophets and

.isionaries.

1e future events in this vision are like a sealed book

When you give it to those \'ÿho can read, they will
- :an't réad iibecause it is sealed." 12when you give

,e who cannot read, they will say, "We don't know

:ad."

-r the Lord says,
-.ese people say theY are mine.
'rcnor me with their lips,
their hearts are far from me.

::eir worship of me
- rthing but man-made rules learned by rote.*
:e of this, I will once again astound these

:i\pocrites
r amazing wonders.

.dom of lhe wse will Pass awaY,

. ihe intelligence of the intelligent will disappear'"

.orrow awaits those who try to hide therr plans

:cm the LoRD,
' do their eül deeds in the dark!

IRD can't see us," IheY say.

. doesn't know what's going on!"
liish can you be?

r the Potter, and he is certainly greater thanyou,

"e clay!
: the c;eated thing say of the one who made it,
, iidn'tmakeme"?
. ar ever say,
. potter who made me is stupid"?

rnd it will not be very long-
'orests of Lebanon will become a fertile field,

: :ne fertile field will yield bountiful crops.

lay the deaf will hear words read from a book,

:ne blind will see through the gloom and

::ikness.
-nble will be filled with fresh joy from the LoRD.

. :oor will rejoice in the Holy One of israel.

: ffer will be gone,
nogant will disappear,
- ose who plot eülwll be killed.

', no conüct the innocent
- eir false testimonywill disappear.
.,r fate awaits those who use trickery to
:rvert justice
tho tell lies to destroy the innocent.

rv the Lono,who redeemed Abraham, says to the

rrael,*

'rle'\ /i1l no longer be ashamed
:1 pale with fear.

, I they see their many chilùen
r , ri the blessings I have given them,

recognize the holiness of the Holy One

' lsrael.
.,.ill stand in awe of the God of lacob.

rr ay,rruard will gain understanding,
mplai ners wi ll accept instruction.

,. \taùteadsTheil uorshi! is a farce' / fot thell teach
' 30i7 Aehew RahaD Ptio sits stfll. Rahab is the
rÈlic name forEglpt.
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ludah's Worthless Treaty with ESyPt . -. .L't r "what sorrow awaits my rebellious children,"

5U saysthe LoRD.

"You make plans that are contrary to mine
You makè alliances not directed bymy Spirit,

thus piling uP Your sins.
'2 For without consulting me,

you have gone down to Egypt for help

Yoü have pui your trust in Pharaoh's protection.

You have tried to hide in his shade.
3 But by trusting Pharaoh, you will be humiliated,

and by dePending on him, You will be

disgraced.
4 For though his power extends to Zoan

and his officials have arrived in Hanes,
5 all who trust in him will be ashamed.

He will not helP You.
Instead, he will disgrace You."

6This message came to me concerning the animals in the

Negev:

The caravan moves slowly
across the teûible desert to Eglpt-

6snlqr. u"rghed do\\'11 \11in r.r1e)
ard c:n:.s l,laiec 

"t-,-:. 
l:Ê3suie-

,..-: .--- ::--: : <.non.
Ihe. tt., 3l :::: -.i,:a \1..derness,

a pla.Ê a: ,:::.a.s:! lni lions,

a place * nere ', .:::r ::,ii :oisonous snakes live

Ail this, and Eg'!l i,-... .:" -:', ru nothlng in retum.
7 Eglpt s Pror.:!-' :: - I :- '

Thereiore, I catl ner R::..:-
the Harmless Drago:, -

A Warning for Rebellious ludah
8 Now go andwrite donn these rr ::c:

Write them in a book.
They will stand unttl the end oi ,ni

as a \,ÿitness
e that these people are stubbom rebels

whorefusetopayattentiontoLhe I oRr s -'l- -'
1o They tell the seers,

"Stop seeingüsionsl"
They tell the prophets,

"Don't tell us what is right.
Tell us nice things.

Tell us lies.
rr Forget all this gloom.

Get off your narrow Path
stop telling us about your

'Holy One of Israel."'

I2This is the reptr of the Hoh Ore : ..:.-

"Because ) ou despise what i tel- \ : -
and mtst in'tead in oPPI<):. - j-.: -

rl Calamin \\r...Ome UDon iOL'- :j:. ..-
likea bulgrguoll tnat I -:,.,: : :,..'

In an instant 1t \flll coliaPse

and corne cr:shlng d:v':'
ra Youwll besri::): '' j; . . iP'qen-

shattered srr atr-:rete.r thal
there won't be " rrece bi8 enough

to canJ.coals:rom a fireplace
or a little \!ater from the well."

man-nade ide6 b Qnruatu -'n Jôd ( ompare Mark 7:7 29t22qebtew oI locob

nàme of a my}ltcal tea mo')lea tràl repr esents chaos in an(ienl lileralure' The name '5

l
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r5 This is what the Sovereign LoRD,

the Holy One of Israel, saYs:

"Only in retuming to me
and resting in me will you be saved.

In quietness and confidence is your strength.
But you would have none of it.

r6 You said,'No, we will get our help from Eglpt.
Theywill give us swift horses for riding into battle.'

But the only swiftness you are going tô see

is the sv/iftness of your enemies chasing youl
17 One of them wlli chase a thousand of you.

Five of them will make all of you flee.

You will be left like a lonely flagpole on a hill
or a tattered banner on a distant mountaintop."

Blessings for the LoRD's PeoPle
r8 So the LoRD mustwait for you to côme to him

so he can shôw you his love and compassion.
For the Lono is a faithful God.

Blessed are those who wait for his help.

re o people of Zion, who live in Jerusalem,
you wiil weep no more.

He will be gracious if you ask for help.

He will surely respond to the sound of
your cries.

20 Though the Lord gave you adversity for food
and suffering for drink,

he \.vill stiu be with you to teach you.

You will see your teacher with your own eyes.
2r Your own ears willhear him.

Right behind you a voice will say,
"This is the wayyou should go,"

whether to the right or to the left.
,2 Then you will destroy all your silver idols

and your precious gold images.
You will thlow them out like filthy rags,

saying to them, "Good riddance!"
23Then the Lom will bless you with rain at planüng time.

There will be wonderful harvests and plenty of pastureland
for your livestock. 24The oxen and donkeys that til the

$ound\,ÿill eat good$ain, its chaff blown awaybythe wind.
25In that day, when your enemies are slaughtered and the
towers fail, there will be streams of water flowing down
every mountain and hill. 26The moon will be as bright as the
sun, and the sun will be seven times brighter-like the light
of seven days in one! So it will be when the LoRD begins to
heal his people and cure the wounds he gave them.

27 Look! The LoRD is coming from far away,

burning ltrth anger,
surrounded by thick, rising smoke.

His lips are filled with fury;
his words consume iike fire.

28 His hot breath pours out like a flood
up to the neck of his enemies.

He will sift out the proud nations for destruction.
He will bridle them and lead them away to ruin.

2e But the people of God lvill sing a song of joy,

like tire songs at the holy festivals.
You will be filled with joy,

as when a flutist leads a group of pilgrims
tc Jerusalem, the mountain of the LoRD-

to the Rock of Israel.
30 And the LoRD urill make his majestic voice heard.

He lvili display the strength of hts mighty arm.

It vrill descend \ÿith devouring flames,
with cloudbursts, thunderstorms, and huge hailstones.

11 At the LoRD's command, the Asslrians will be I
shattered. I

He will sûike them down \,ÿith his royal scepter. I
i2 AndastheLoRDstrikesthemwithhisrodof I

hi rliiiÏLiiil;.teb rare wirh rambou ri nes an d hal
Lifting'his mighty arm, trc wiil fight the Assyrians. I

33 Topheth-the place of burning- I
iïî:iîËi,'r',T.'fiîJ,lortheAsslriankin*' I

'iTi::11,'irt*;loRn' 
rike rire rrom a vorcano' 

I
The Futility of Relying on EgYPt I
3 , ' TXï:"ow 

awaits those who took to Ecvpt 

T
trusting their horses, chariots, and charioteers I

anddepeidingon thestrengthof humanarmies I
insteadoflookingtotheloRD, I

' " ili#;i"3:i{{fl',lx','":*' "'a'Ï 
disas'1er; I

",i}ü:if,'f,'il:L-ffi,;1if I
' 

-#îiiffii?r.*:i[l.rffiï#[$"$1',' I
,,,,;rmx,l#ii*r"." I

;lljlll"Ëüll:E;f',i::l:'*;:mx*'l I
'" friË#ffiHi*#-,i,tfr:*ltm:' I

s The Lono of Heaven's Armies u/ill hover over |enfl
and proteci it iike a bird protecting its nest. I

'*i[lil'#ffix fl:11'.::ïl:" 
" _.,."J6Though you are such wicker

and rerurn to ue LoRD. /l Know Ine g,o,rom ooy ril

*xtl il i:l*li:1ru*l;:lt sord idoti aatr

8 "The Asslrians will be destroyed,
but not by the swords of men.

The sword of God will strike them,
and they will panic and flee.

The strong young Àsrylians
will be taken away as captives.

e Even the strongest wiil quake with terror,
and princes will flee when they see your batt.]<

says the LoRD, whose fire burns in Zion,
whose flame blazes from Jerusalem.

,nd 
1eryone who has ears r4/ill be able to hear i't fhe hotheads will be lull of sense and

__ unoerstandjng.

"i?r,."yp:lr,TT.r.wiil 
speak our plainly

ar oay ungodJy fools \,vill not be heroes.\coundrels \t/iJl not be resDected.
- roots speak foolishness
:nd make evil plans.
\ practice ungodliness
:d^spread Ialse teachings about the LoRD.'. oepnve the hungry oflood.û 

$ve no water to the thirstv
^mooth tricks of scoundrels are evil.qey ptot crooked schemes.
lte to con\,.rct the poor,
'ntvhen the cause of the poor is iust.

::l:rous.pegqle ptan to dowhar ii generous,- I the),stand firm in theirgenerosity.
- Jou women who lie around in ease.
ien to me, you who are so smus
,1,"1,1: 

-iro 
a iirrle more rhin a year_

.areress 
ones will suddenly begin,to care.Jr lrult crops t^/ill fail.

. 'he harvest will never take place.
c you women of ease;
\\ ott your compiacency.

:r your pretÿ clothes,
lJt on burlap to show ÿour griet.

. ,,.:-r..rrJ.r-il sorrow for youi bounr ifui farms: . rur truitful $apeyines.

: ,1:9,yfl be overgrown wrrh rhorns and brier:- ov1-utJl.omes and frappy towns Uit fe gone... e and the ciq will be deserted'-'\ fowns W]ll be emDtu
- \evs will frolic and flocks will graze
rmpry forts+ and watchtowers
\r the Spirit is poured our
rom heaven.

^, 19.:il::r,y,,.gecome a fenite rieid,
rerrrie Iield \4ill yield bountiful (rops.

. 1 rule in the wilderness' : -teousness in the fertile field.- gnteousness wrll bring Deace.. I bnng quietness anà tonfidence1:r
,.:il live in safety. quietly at home.
be at rest.

. :orest should be destroved- - -ttl,torn down,
.i greatly bless his peoole.

.-,rlpvplant 
seed, bountiful crops will. lD.

. :.e and donkeys will graze freely.

, : bout Assyria

- ow awails you Asswians, who havet\ e0 others+
't.\ et been destroyed yourselves.

:ers,
- . .; neyer been betaved.: , ione destroÿ,1ng,
- . .t.stroyed.

, '- :one betraying
- :tta1ed.

J3.1 ilph., .\ l\,:i. ^
l3:5 HebrerçZr-.r-:r:: - l '. ,. . ',_ 

:

]

r]l

lsrael's U ltimate Deliverance
, , rLuok, a righteous king is comingl
)Z nnd honest princes will rule under htr
2 Each one will be llke a shelter from the wind

and a refuge from the storm,
like streams of water in the desert

and the shadow of a Sreat rock in a parched {
I Then everyone who has eyes will be able to se€

the truth, 1

II



:cmmand, the AsslTians lÿill be:
(e them down \ /ith his royal scepter.
r-D stnkes them with his rod of
':Èr'rt,

celebrate with tambourines and l,rm
-r.ghty arm, he will fight the AssFians
place of burning-
in ready for the Asspian king;
;i.ed highwithwood.
te Lono, like fire from a volcano,

Relying on Egypt
::1tr awaits those who look to Eglpt fx

,.: :.oises, chariots, and charioteers
: ::, the strength ôf human armies
:-rklng to the LoRn,
^r .f Israel.
-:, I ono will send great disasler:

-:.:rge his mind.
:::r!t the wicked
: '-1eir helpers.
::ans are mere humans,not Godl
,, ::e puny flesh, not mighty spirits!
: ::ises his fist against them,
-..: xill stumble,
-.; :.: ped will fall.
:, r do\\,n and die together.

.:< Lon» has told me:

q r oung lion
, :rg over a sheep it has killed,
::.:J bl,the shouts and noise
::rr d of shepherds.

: , :le LoRD of Heaven's Armies
. ,,,:, rnd fight on Mount Zion.
,.:'..r's Armies will hover over /erus:sr
: .,\e a bird protecting its nest.
r:; save the city;
: . r: iI and rescue iÎ."

:r >uch wicked rebels, my peopl€ .51ûr

-: i!. 7I know the glorious day r}li flrrû
., . 'h"ow away the gold idols ar; sr
:,:ds havemade.

1... !,È destroyed,
, , ,:ls of men.
: .,,..r strikethem,
'=::c and flee.
: iislrians
,..: . ;5 captives.
: ,! .r qual(e }yith terror,
:... |,ÿ,hen theyseeyourbanle ls
:. iire bums in Zion,

iles from /erusalem.

:l iverance
:;s king is comingl
::lnces will rule under him

I i )nelter lrom the \,?ind
- :rÊ storm,
: r:L the desert

: sjeat rock in a parched :à-i:

:: Ê1 es \,ÿill be able to see

'd everyone who has ears will be able to hear it.
. the hotheads will be full of sense and

understanding.
rose who stammer will speak out plainly.

-at day ungodly fools will not be heroes.
r oundrels will not be respected.
:ools speak foolishness
:'.d make eül plans.

practice ungodliness
:id spread false teachings about the LoRD.
, deprive thehungryof food
1d give no water to the thirsty.

. smooth tricks of scoundrels are evil.
hey plot crooked schemes.
lie to convict the poor,

. en when the cause of the poor is iust.
lenerous people plan to do what is generous,
rd they stand firm in their generosity.

, n, you women who lie around in ease.
'sten to me, you who are so smug.
!hort time-iust a little more than a year-
:u careless ones will suddenly begin to care.
cur fruit crops will fail,

rd the harvest will never take place.
r ble, you women of ease;
'row off your complacency.
- off your pretty clothes,

-d put on burlap to show your grief.
,.0ur breasts in sorrow for your bountiful farms

-d your fruitful $apeünes.
:ur land will be overgrown ttdth thorns and briers.
ur iolful homes and happv torvns u,ili be gone.

:rlace and the citywill be deserred
' J busy towns will be emp§.
: Jonkeys will frolic and flocks u,ill graze

.he empty forts* and watchtowers
ï last the Splrit is poured out

- rls from heaven.
.he wilderness \.villbecome a fertile field,
j the fertile field will ÿeld bountiful crops.
-: $,rll rule in the wilderness
: righteousness in the fertile field.
:rs righteousness will bring peace.

, , it r'ÿili bring quietness and confidence
llever.

. rple will live in safety, quietly at home.
:r \ÿill be at rest.
: the forest should be destroyed

: the city torn doum,
ro will greatly bless his people.
.rever they plant seed, bountiful crops will
rilng up.
i- cattle and donkeys ÿÿtll graze freely.
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2 But LoRD, be merciful to us,
for \.ÿe have waited for you.

Be our strong arm each day
and our salvation in times of touble.

3 The enemy runs at the sound of your voice.
When you stand up, the nations flee!

a lust as caterpillars and locusts strip the fields
and ünes,

so the fallen army of Assyria will be stripped!
s Though the Lonn is very great and lives in heaven,

he will make Jerusalem* his home of justice and
righteousness.

6 In that day he tÿill be your sure foundation,
providing a rich store of salvation, wisdom, and

knowledge.
The fear of the Lono will be your treasure.

7 But now your brave warriors weep in public.
Your ambassadors of peace cry in bitter

disappointment.
8 Your roads are deserted;

no one travels them an)..rnore.
The Assyrians have broken their peace treaty

and care nothing for the prornises they made
before witnesses.*

They have no respect for anyone.
e The land of Israel mlts in mourning.

Lebanon \^rithers with shame.
The plain of Sharon is now a wildemess.

Bashan and Carmel hate been plundered.
r0 Bu[ the LoRD says: "Now I wt]l stand up

\owTsill.horr nr oonp::r.l r :--
' \rr {>>, o:. (: )- -. . i 

-- j-. i:j

: \. --
llia .-.:::- - . -: J. :.- :- _ :

rr Listen lo !!re. i,:i!e ûo:tE I,,- :.i:. .

And you that are near,aclonowledge mymigt
tr The simers inlerusalem shakewithfetr_

Terror seizes the godless.
"Who can live with this devourine fire?. ther' û'

"Who can sumve this ali-
is Those who are honest and ia

vÿho refuse to protr: :,, ::: -:
who stay far aH ai :ri :- ::.:..

rÿho refuse to lis:en :: .- i: ,, :
whoshuttheire,..:.' .-

do wrong-
te these are the ones wlr

The rock ofthe m,
Food will besupplied

and theywill hârE y

-- j -:. t:::etriOtû-eSS.

I
jr

a.se aboutAssyria " ":ilri#ffiy,###y,l:#::i^,
What sorrorv a!ÿaits you Assyr.ians, who have diitance.
. destroyed others* le you will think harl to this time of terror, asking,
have never been destroyed yourselves. ,Where 

are tlrc As$îjan off,cers
:û-ay others, who cormted ow towers?
you havenever been betrayed. Wherearethe bookkeepers
you are done destroying whorecorded theplu;der taken from our
v/ill be d€stroyed. fullencltÿf
rou are.done beûalng D you will no longer see these fierce, üolent people
/ÿill be betrayed. with their sdange, unknown language. 

'. --,
4theoghel 33:lHebtNwatswou@ailsaou,-od6tr0aq.TheHehryfqtdæsnotspecüicallynameAsslriaastheobiectofthe
rischapter. 33:5Hebrcwzion;aboin33'.14. irraasinoàaasesærs;ùàiàtiirot.iuar.ai"àiirijïitiiïnnr.'*"
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20 Instead, you \,ÿill see Zion as a place of holy festivals.
You will see lerusalem, a city quiet and secure.

It will be like a tent whose ropes are taut
and whose stakes are firmly fixed.

,1 The Lono will be our Mighty One.
He will be like a wide river of protection

that no enemy can cross,
that no enemy ship can sail upon.

22 For the LoRD is ouriudge,
our lawgiver, and our king.
He will care for us and save us.

23 The enemies' sails hangloose
on broken masts r.vith useless tackle.

Their treasure will be divided by the people of God.
Even the lame will take their share!

24 The people of israel will no longer say,

"We are sick and helpless,"
for the Lono will forgive their sins.

A Message for the Nations

34
t Come here and listen, O nations of the earth.

L,et the world and everything in it hear my
words-

2 For the LoRD is enraged against the nations.
His f ury is against all their armies.

He will completely destroy* them,
dooming them to slaughter.

: Their dead will be left unburied,
and the stench of rotting bodies will fill the land.
The mountains will flowwith their blood.

4 The heavens abovewill melt away
and disappear like a rolled-up scroll.

The stars will fall from the sky
like wlthered leaves from a grapeüne,
or shriveled figs from- a fig tree.

5 And when my sword has finished its work
in the heavens,

it will fall upon Edom,
the nation I have marked for destruction.

6 The sword of the LoRD is drenched with blood
and covered with fat-

with the blood of lambs and goats,
with the fat of rams prepared for sacrifice.

Yes, the LoRD will offer a sacrifice in the city
of Bozrah.

He will make a mighty slaughter in Edom.
7 Even men as strong as wild oxen will die-

the young men alongside the veterans.
The land will be soaked with blood

and the soil enriched with fat.
8 For it is the day of the LoRD's revenge,

the year vÿhen Edom will be paid back for all it did to
Israel.*

e The streams of Edom will be filled with buming pitch,
and the $ound \ryill be covered with fire.

i0 This judgment on Edom will never end;

For God will measure that land carefully;
he will measure it for chaos and destruction.

1, itwill be called the Land of Nothing,
and all its nobles will soon be gone.*

1: Thoms will overrun its palaces;
nettles and thistles \,ÿill $ow in its forts.

The ruins will become a haunt for jackals

and a home for owls.
14 Desert animals will mingle there with hyenas,

their howls filling the night.
Wild goats vÿill bleat at one another among the ruir§.

and night creatures* will come there to rest.
rs There the owl will make her nest and lay her eggs.

She will hatch her young and cover them with
her wings.

And the buzzards will come,
each one with its mate.

re Searchthebookof theLom,
and see what he will do.

Not one of these birds and animals will be missing
and none will lack a mate,

for the LoRD has promised this.
His Spirit will make it all come true.

r7 He has surveyed and divided the land
and deeded it over to those creatures.

They will possess it forever,
from generation to generation.

Hope for Restoration

.\rll be no other dangers.

. lhe redeemed will walk on it.
. (,ho.have been ransomed by the LoRn will retur

ÿvill enter Ierusalem* singing,
.ned \4/ith everlasting joy.

, ,ind mourning will disappear,
: 'hey wi I I be I illed wirh ioÿ and gtadness.

: lnvades Judah
1 -rhe 

fourteenth year ot King Hezekiah,s reign- rg sennacherib of Assyria came to atlack theïo'ts orludah and conquered them. zthen the [ini senr nls chlel ol staff* from Lachish with a hUprnrronï.King Hezekiah in Ierusalem. The As.,irp a posllron beside the aqueduct thar feeds waielper pool, near Ihe road Ieading to the fielo whei
.,, ashed.*
r arelhe officials who went out to meet with thern,on of Hilkiah,thepalace administratortsh;;;;;ir,. :etary; and ]oah son of Asaph, the royui i,i.to.ün.'

:herib Threatens 
f erusalem

: Asslrian king,s chief of stafftold them to give thir:: :o Hezekiah:

, rvhat the great king of Assyria says: What arer(Ung ln that makes you so confident? sDo vou
.nar mere words can substittte for milrtary,st<ittji{liIt":f^yo! counrins on, rnat yoü navà- u agatnsr me? 6on Eg)?t? It you lean on EslDt.
)e rKe a reed that splinters beneath vour,.iÉirr,,
rces your hand. pharaoh, the king oî Egypili 

'
etely unreliabie!
:r perhapsyou will say to me, ,We 

are trusting in
F D our God!' But isn,t he the one who was lniiüea.zekiah?.Didnt Hezekiah tear down his shrines

^ 
ars and make everyone in Judah ana l.*.iiàmp only at the altar here in Jerusalem?

^^til I9Y yI.!!Sllike a bargain with my masrer,rg 0r-1ss),na. I !ÿill give you 2,000 horsâs ifyou
:,lTl.Tlllrn.nro rjde_on them! gwtth yoirr

i 

"rl. 
now can yo-u think of challenging even rherr c0ntngent of my master,s troops, even wth the

,:fl|,. :^.lil"lt and c.harioreersi, ownrrr roi.,
I iilll * *el1Ye rnvaded your iand \^/irhour ther 0rrectron? The LoRD himself rold us, ,Attait<iiris

ind destrov it!,,,

35
1 Even the wilderness and desert will be glad in

those days.
The wasteland will rejoice and blossom with sprirg

crocuses.
2 Yes, there will be an abundance of flowers

and singing and joyl
The deserts \,ÿill become as green as the mountains

of Lebanon,
as lovely as Mount Carmel or the plain of Sharon.

There the LoRD v/ill display his glory
the splendor of our God.

3 With this news, strengthen those who have tired hars
and encourage those who have weak knees.

4 Say to those with fearful hearts,
"Be strong, and do not fear,

for your God is coming to destroy your enemies.
He is coming to save you."

5 And when he comes, he will open the eyes of lhe blinr
and unplug the ears of the deaf.

o The lame will leap like a deer,
and those who cannot speak will sing for joy!

Springs will gush forth in the wildemess,
and streams will water the wasteland.

z The parched ground will become a pool,
and springs of water will satisfy the thirsÿ land.

Marsh grass and reeds and rushes will flourish
where desert iackals once lived.

, i Tfl,[l.,Shebna, and Joah said to the Asswian'rdr, rleasespeak lo us in Aramaic,forwe uÉd.._,iett. Don't speak in uebrew,. for iÀ;;;dÈ;î;
hear."
Sennach€rib,s chief of staff replied, ,,Do 

you think,l::l!11i, message only to you and you, masrer). ar rne peopte to hear il, for when *é pur rnii.lnrte, rney wll sulter along with you. Thèy wili be sô

lid-.t1*,y rhal they wiiï eat tÂeir où, jr,rC il;err own urine.,,
. n^th^e_chief of stal.f.stood and shouïed in Hebrew toore on tne.w?ll, .,Listen lo this message l.rom the
lsg-l:ylli ,4rhis is whar the r<ins saï: »ànr'iei:r.o€cêlV€ you. He will never be ablàto re*r" rn,
er nlm I ool you into ftusting in the f_ono nv iar.in,o wl surety rescue us. This city vÿilt never,fatt,inti

us.u_r- ure asSy,rtan klngl,
,n t tlslen to Hezekiah! These are the terms lhe king
.:"y.1.i.0.1 .19,1 The founeenlh vear of Hpretrah,.prr ... _'te|ÿtfrthpdialettolludahràtsoin 
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the smoke of its burning will rise forever. 8 And a great road will go through that once deserted læd
The landwill tie deserted f;om generation to tt uÀIl be named tÈe Highviay ofHoliness. I

generation. Eül-mlnded people will never travel on it. I
No one will live there anl,rnore. It will be only for those who walk in God's ways; t

r1 It will be haunted by the de;ert owl and the fools will never walk there. t
screech owl, e Lions will not lurk along its course, [l

the geat owl and the raven.* nor any other ferociôus beasts. h

34:2 The Hebrew tem used here refers to the complete consecntion of things or people to the Lom, either by destroying them or by giving them as an
offering;similaÙin345.34,BHebte\ÿtoZi@.34:llTheidentificationofsomeofthesebirdsisunceltain.34ll2ThemeaningoftheHebrewËl
uncertain. 34:14 Hebrewlilirh, possiblya reference to a mltiical demon of the night. N
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:: Êasure that land carefully;
::sure it for chaos and destruction.
:r rhe Land of Nôthing,
rlbles will soon be gone.*

:,, iIlun its palaces;
: :r,iÿles will $ow in its forts.

:ecome a haunt for jackals
-: 'or owls.
r.> xill mingle ther€ with hyenas,
:::l)ingthenight.

. ... r.ror at one another among the ruÛÉ
. .. .rures* will come lhere to rest.
. ','-:il make her nest and lay her eggs.

:.:: her young and cover them with
.:}
:::rs tVill COme,
...-:i its mate.

':'- 
^ 

of the Lono,
-:r he will do
--. . orrds and animals will be missrn6,
,,,-r.i .ack a mate,
-.:s promised this.
,.,r. inake it all come true.
, .r and divided the land
.: :i over to those creatures.
::a:: it forever,
::i:.on to generation.

to ration
-. ,.,rlderness and desert will be glad I
: ca\-s.

, zid n rll rejoice and blossom with siritrIu

. :e an abundance of flowers
- g :rd loyl
.., .. become as green as the mountal-Is

;: r,r:unt Carmet or the plain of Sharr[.
.: ,,riil display his glory,

: r.: . r' our God.

'.: strengthen those who have tirec :"anüür

-:j: those \aho have weak knees.
..::r fearful hearts,

.:::Conotfear,

. . -:rning to destroy your enemies.
.. r :. saYe you."

, - :::,es, he will open the eyes of th€ litruli
.; ::; ears ofthe deaf.
. ...: .ike a deer,
- - : .dnnot speak vÿill sing for iou

r-:.r forlh in the wilderness,
-: ,r.il $,ater the wasteland.

::rxnd will become a pool,
:. : : ir'ater will satisfy the thirst\' 1à1:
::.; reeds and rushes will flourish
ir iackals once lived.

:zi +ri] go through that once des€a.*r. til
::: ed the Highway of Holiness.
ri: )le wrll never travel on it.
:., , :or those who walk in God's h:{e
't ;<r ri'alk there.
: -:.alongitscourse,
:..: ;erocious beasts.

. r:::\ Cestro),ingthemorbygivingti- E a
i -:::1ain. 34:l2Themeaningof [i iii@rr

.e will be no other dangers.
nly the redeemed will walk on it.
se who have been ransomed by the LoRD will return.
rey will enter Jerusalem+ singing,
:owned with everlasting ioy.
rw and mourning will disappear,
rd they will be filled with joy and gladness.

:-r lnvades ludah
ln the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah's reign,*
i(ing Sennacherib of Ass)'ria came to attack the for-
;*,ns of ]udah and conquered them.2Then the king
-ia sent his chief of staff* from Lachish with a huge
confront King Hezekiah in lerusalem. The Ass),r-

{ up a position beside the aqueduct that feeds }ÿater
upper pool, near the road leading to the field where
*,ashed.*
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of AssFia is offering: Make peace with me-open the gates
and come out. Then each of you can continue eating from
your own gapevine and fig tree and drinking from vour
own well. rTThen I will arrange to take you to another land
like this one-a land of grain and new wine, bread and üne-
yards.

r8"Don't let Hezekiah mislead you by saying, 'The Lom
willrescue us!'Have the gods of anyothernations ever saved
their people from the king of Assytia? lewhat happened to
the gods of Hamath and Arpad? And what about the gods of
Sepharvaim? Did any god rescue Samaria from my power?
2owhat god of any nation has ever been able to save its peo-
ple from my power? So what makes you think that the LoRn
can rescue Jerusalem from me?"

2rBut the people were silent and did not utter a word be-
cause Hezekiah had commanded them, "Do not answer
him."

,e are the officials who went out to meet with them: 2zThen Eliakim son of Hilklah, the paiace administrator;
sôn of Hilkiah, the palace administrator; Shebna the Shebna the coufi secretan i and Joah sôn of Asaph, the royal
.:retary; and Joah son of Asaph, the royal historian. historian, went back to Hezekiah. Thev tore thejr clothejin

:irerib rhrearens ,erusarem i^iIX'J##î:i:l,TiÏi;lrt;,i:,tT 
*'*'nd tord him what

" {ssy,rian king'schief of stafl toldthemtogive this

' toHezekiah: 
Hezekiah seeks the LoRD,s Help

rs wàat the Sreat king of Assyria says: What are 2 7 When King Hezekiah heard their report, he tore his-Jstinginthatmakesyousoconfident?5Doyou J/ clothesandputonburlapandwentintotheTemple
.hatmerewords can substitute for militaryskill ofthe Lono.2And he sent Eliakim the palace administr-afor,
.ength?Whoareyoucountingon,thatyouhave Shebna the court secretary, and thé leading priests, ail
.d against me? 6on Egypt? If you lean on Egypt, dressed in burlap, to the prophet Isaiah son ofÂmoz. 3They
re like a reed that splinters beneathyourweight told him, "This iswhat KingHezekiah says: Todayis a day oî
-:rces your hand. Pharaoh, the king of Eglpt, is trouble, insults, and disgrace. I1 is like when a child is ready.telyunreliable! to be bom, but the mother has no strength to deliver thô
;i perhaps you will say to me, 'We are trusüng in baby. 4But perhaps the LoRD your God has heard the Ass).r-
iD our Godl' But isn't he the one who was insulted ian chief of staff,* sent by the king to defy the liüng God,
ekiah? Didn't Hezekiah tear down his shrines and will punish him for his words. Oh, pray for thosà of us
.:rs and make everyone in Judah and Jerusalem who are left!"
) only at the altar here in Jerusalem? sAfter King Hezekiah's officials delivered the king's mes-
iell you what! Strike a bargain yÿith my master, sage to Isaiah, 6the prophet repiied, "Say to your master,

'3 of Assyïia. I will give you 2,000 horses if you 'This is what the LoRD says: Do not be disturbed by this blas-
I that many men to ride on them! ewith your phemous speech against me from the Ass)'rian king's mes-

r1,, how can you think of challenging even the sengers. Tlisten! I myself will move against him,* ànd the
, I contingent of my master's troops, even with the king will receive a message that he is needed at home. So he
Eg)?t's chariots and charioteers? rowhat's more, will retum to his land, where I will have him killed with a
. hink we have invaded your land without the sword."'
.lirection?TheLonDhimselftoldus,'Attackthis sMeanwhile, the Asryrian chief of staff left ferusalem
I destroy it!"' and went to consultthe king ofAsslria,who had left Lachish

Èliakim, Shebna, and ]oah said to the Asswian anl^was att-acking Libnah

.:ff, "Please speak to us in Aramaic, fo, *e und.,- ... 'So:n. u{,..*uld King Sennachelib received word that
. ii. Don't speâk in Hebrew,* for the peopte àn tne King Tlrhakah of Ethiopia* was leading an army to fight
.ar.,, against him. Before leaüng to meet the attack, he sent mes_

,inacherib'schiefofstaffreplied,,,Doyouthink sengersbacktoHezekiahinlerusalemwththismessage:
jent this message only to you and your master? 1o',This message ts for King Hezekiah ôf Iudah. Don,t let
r the people to hear it, for when we put this city your God, in l:hom you tnj-st, deceive you with promises

'theywillsufferalongwithyou.Theywillbeso thatJerusalemliiilnotbecapturedbÿtneting'of
.r thirsty that they will eat their own dung and Assy.ria. r ryou know perfectÿ we[ wÉat the kings of

\\n urine." 
_ . Assyria have done wherever ihey have gone. Thày have

e chief of staff stood and shouted in H_ebrewto completely desuoi,ed everyone who stàod in their wayl
rn the wall, "Listen to this message from the why should you be any different? r2Have the gods of
: .'\ssyria! r4This is v/hat the king says: Don't let other nations rescued ihem-such nations as èozan,
..eive you. He will never be able to rescue you. Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in
in fool you into trusting in the Lono by saflng, Tel-assar? My predecessors destroyed them alll r3What
:ti surely rescue us. This ciq, will never fall into happened to the king of Hamath and the king of Arpad?
':he Assyrian kingl' Whàt happened to the kings of Sepharvaim, Éena, ând
\:en to Hezekiah! These are the terms the king lwah?"
r 36:lThefourteenthyearofHezekiah's.eignwasTOlB.c.36t2aOrtherabshakeh;alsoin36t4,ll,l2,22.
.;idialectofluàah;alsotî36:13.37:4Ottherabshakeh;atsoin3Z.8.37t7HeltrewIûltputaspiitiilhjr

3612b Ot bleached.
37:9Hebrcÿ| afCBh.


