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"tlledtheramsand thenorth,inütingeveryonetocometoJerusalemtocele:-- :: -: -: '':': -: ---.::,iai -{ndfinally,theydidthe bratethePassoveioftheLoRD,theGodoflsrael.Thepeopkr-- -'::::-i..-::!s.2sThemalegoatsforthesinof- hadnotbeencelebratingitin$eatnumbersasrequired'ir
i * -: ^::: -:.t:. :rought before the king and the assembly the Law.

: : :<-:-€ r no lald their hands on them. 24The_priests then 6At the king's command, runners were sent throughour.-ti the goats as a sin offering and sprinkled their blood Israel and Judàh. Tney carriâa tetters that said:.ri the altar to make atonement for the sins of all Israel. The
kjng had specificatty côÀminaea that rhis bumr offerins ''o people of Israel, return td the LoRD, the cod of
andsin offèring should be made for all krael. Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,* so that he will retum to

:sKingHeze[iahthen stationedthe Leütei atthe Temole the few ofus who have survived the conquest ofthe
of the L;Rn with ciunfar, Ur.r, unA nuil. ù;;;r;â;iiih; AssFian kings. TDo.not be like your ancestors and
commands rhat the lono traa §veï io ki;;-D^;âî;üi relatives who abandoned the LoRD, the God or their
Gad, lhe king's seer, and the pàphet Narhin. :oThe LeviËs ancestors, and became an obiect of derision, as you
then took thleir poiitions ,ôunA th. i;;Di; ;iÀ ii; ;- vourselves can see. 8Do not be stubborn, as theywere,

i#âîï.:,:r,üo,anatnepriestsià;k.ü;i.p";i;;;;ii' iiïiiTil*"*l;ffi!:,,ffii:;,.,::§J:,1ïi;ir,.
zzThen Hezekiah ordered that the burnt offerine be L-lYVourGodsothathisfierceangerwillturnaway

placed on the altar. As the bumt orrering wa" p.esà,itea, rrom you.

iongs of praise to the I-ono *e.e l"gun, acc"ompanied by the , 
e"For if you retum tÔ the LoRD, your relatives and

truÀpets and other instruments oi lruia. tnd ro.r"i îinn your children will be reated mercifully by their capton
of Isrïet. ,aThe enrtre assemùlv w-orrf,iràâ ifr. iî_, l. ii,F and I hey will be able to rerurn to this land. tor rhe i-onr
singerssangandth.t.p.iiÉr.w'r^iilrriiiànrr.t"irii: yourGodisgraciousandmerciful.Ifyoureturntohim

ingiwerefi"nished rrrneiiiietingl;j.;;;;;ililffi hewillnotcontinuetoturnhisfacefromyou."

3:#',:i";ii:iH',',lr';il5iilgli-ïtriiil:;5ii'filllcerebrationorpassover
ren by David and by Aiaph the seer. S. rh.y';;i;à l;;;" 

rorhe runners went from town to town throughout Ephrair
praisé and bowed cio*" in *oirf1ir. Manasseh and as far as the territory of zebulun. Bm

:rThen Hezekiah declared, ,N[w 
tnat vou have .nn.o_ l]ojtofthlp-eoplejustlaughedattherunnersandmadefu

crared yourselves ro th; i;;D,'b;i;; ;ï,i;Jiii..Tiii :1"t1'T l'H.o'eYeI, lome people rrom Asher, Manasÿi
thanksgivingofferi"d'àtür.fr;r.'Jirh.î;;:;Ë"h" andzebulunhumbledthemselvesandwenttolerusalem

peopte-broulght theiriacrifices and thanksgiving offàrin* ,,.r'O' 
tnt tame time, God's hand was on the people in &,

ànd-allwhoüheartswerewiilin'broushrhrrmrôrro.i.o" iï...lgfludah,givrngthemallonehearttoobeyiheordeno
roo. 32The people broughi to iü";"* ?0 #lü'iffi;ri:: the king and his officials, who were follcjwing the word r
and 200 Àarè ramusîor ilT:],1i1;:1;i:::l".l"iii" ll,i,ilii;J,,l".lli:i..ir.Jf.ffi:ifJî1fl:fifl,f,;H
l#i;X' 

uoo *n'e and 3'000 sheep and goàts as sacred or iTii.y ,., ,o work and removed rhe pagan alrars from Js!
r4But there were too few prie salpm. They took away all the incensé altars and threwtlun

orrerings. so their relatives rr. iilÎJ,ï1il:i'lilHtiili into the Kiâron vàueÿ 
-- - - ""--*-

rhewoii<wasrinisneaanamàrenriests.y.g'd.$;1i,;à; **?,iff,ïITii:,*,Xfl,::i[.,i1:i:âil:î,l§î:,ï#for the Leütes had been more conscienrious aboui purify_ iiil
ing themselves thil iÀ; üi5.1; had been. rsThere was ,, -'l;l: 

th".tl lhe priests and Leüles, so they purified tlts
abîndance or nuÀi oiieiines;*::rl[,lf :!yli,'r.* i:,§: ,1iilJ",ilË}l}JilTil,'J;i:::: :?,,l;ri.#i,f ,: #offerings, and a $eat deal of fat from the many peace offer- i"rireo in the Law of Moses, the man of God. The Leriuings.

SotheTempleoftheLoRDwas.resioredroservice.s6A* ltif,X[macrificialbloodtothepriests,whothens@Hezekiahandallthepeoplerejoicedbecauseofwhatcod -';i::::T'_:::i.*,^-^^_,^.^,-^.
\qd.do.ne r"irnà peoi,i.iÀiài..ytning h;tbd;.:il ,il;:ï:.iÏ:âl;jl:i:fl,iir,,f#$*3:#f§f li:il'ffplished so quickly 

set them apart for the LoRD. rsMost of those who came ft*,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

preparations ror passover i,T*X'f,#ïïiilH'nli#ï,,.ÿ.i,ïLririff,.r"îË,'

=30 
fl'.T'ffi:i:',:ii,:ïilî*1,îi',':'ffi:ï.1fï:'ji liïïllîîiî,ffilm::;i";:iHiflro,*ï.,[jl#

Ephraim and Manasseh. He asked everyone to come io rhe kiah said, ",rary ii. i"^r, i,nàl;;il;;;;"îi'h# ,frI
Temple of the LoRD at Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover decide to foilow the ro*r, tr.re Golo- ài tireir ancesiàrs, alhof theLoRD,theGodotlsrael.2Theking,hisofficials,andall though they are not p.p.riy.r.Àt.o for the ceremd-.

HffirTiJl.jiffl,'Ji'3','+l$î'ffir,',",.r.,fiJi:îl;;,',"#:î "anütnàLâ*oriii;;;àii;,;ffi;;;,;;il;i;;";i4

ii,Fli'Ji',iiJlT;.','#i:ï,i,f*"Tiii.î:::HîïLx:ï #,*Ji:n:*:,"iiïîi,î,*ïîx,,..,".#Jx,,.ffi$
llTiüi,,*rr.-eepinsrhepassoverseemedrishrrorhe ;'S*t"*,1,'*jrr'f'*i*f,f*l,nlil:;:f,J$
fri§dilsl'1,'ff 3fi'Jfi;:.îs.'J,ïïlJ,5J:f"îî1Ïîl ifüîi'.îi.1\*ixslli'::*tp,x;*Jfffi"*'ilt$,
3o'2Hebrewinlheseconduorth.Passoverwasnomallyobsenedinthefirstmonth(oftheancientHebrewlunarcalendar).30x
GodsavetoJacob. ro,ilHitil"r".liàcmamonnl.miiiinà,ii".,iiiïià"iïài,.tseb.ewrunarcarendarusrr,r".r^*fn'ijiil'i,tl;',ilir'flü,
andMav 30:l5Hebrewonthertuttphthdayoythesecorulmonti.iil";;*;;liy;;s*;;;t'"?àuË;ilil;i'Liiiïiii,ionrnrr."r",t:,:, 

rl30121 or sans to the lîm with ali their st@gth- 
r/ ur6ût 

' 
u. uE ruur tcErrur udy or ure rrrst m

:i3:! {iï ï?iI;;: :1ît;:ktî* *" o,

l:#':::,::iTtry tnen aeciaea ro càîrinue rn.

ïii; ::ïr J i'.)ï 
jti# ii:ï:i l, rïi%i,1u9:lq"p and goars folofferings, ri,ra,À. ri

:,1000 burrs and r0,000 ,h..;";;;;;;;r:,1trary.mor e priests puritied tnem'nelvei.",eænrrre.assembty ol Judah reioiiào,"inctuatn, rne Leutes, allrvho came from ihe i.;J;;i#;rprs wio came to the festirai, ànd rlüÀ;;;;irirh ze'lhere was grear ;oy in rire ci[, io;ffi ;i;i.n.a cetebration like tÉis one ,irt. ri,. auËîiKrng Davrd's son. 27Then tn. pri.lir rrà'iî
il fl ,iiïï5,11;,iîij'''"0 c"a"À..i,r,.i ii

- ,-kl{t Religious Reforms
. / \v.hen thefestival ended, the lsraeli tes who anen- , 

]::lj l" alr rhe rowns ot ludah, B;;À;;, ;;i;:,::r::I ,id rhey smashed ,tr rh.;;;;;;;r:i;:re Asherah poles, and removed the pràj" Jrrii,^i 
;:,*i"', 

the rsraeiires .eturneO, t6 ti,e_ii.o

ekiah then organized Ihe ori
d o,er rhe burnr o6i.,1rn; ,ltJllnd 

Leÿires inro
, r r p^ a n d gi ve th an ki ;; à"ilj]:.pi,îï :i:,Jr,l i
,r:-l:.,pt: 

rTtre king ats'o mad., p;;r;;;î;;
',t anrmals for the dailv morrr' rhe weekry i;ù;ïÀ i;:ïilljl§',i:i:Tili,ri:.rrvats and the annual lesrivals as prer;;i;;;i;i;re LoRD.4tn dddirion, he *"rir.àiirËpl"pË i^i,:,?r]lB , portion of rheir gàoos ro the priesrs anr rney could devore themütves frlly r;iir;.ü;,:

iitr f,!:ffi i f î ff r*d ii [î*x ilï:
ï l*i..,ïL'Il,x,;:âi:iiJ, ll rî: lT:tr HrleopJe-of;u6.t rhemseives, biought in rhe tithes ôlre, sneep, andgoats and a tiThe
,,: tttl !".$ î"* ïil,; il: :liii,liii';Jl1'^X,J.dr neaps. zThey began piling ti

it6i*';ffi ,i"'flr:;,..i#f :§ru
:if,:ll rhis come rromi,, riezeriaÀ.asked rhe

'*Éir*i.âî,:*fr,iîtïi.#ffi
i.,I,{iiï,:,,tH:;,?Àïïi'ffi :::ri;:,,,âi:
?ir^rgll,gil the rirhes ana girs ," ,n. rLJà

: r r;f itft ï;# : ;l : H,.n:';itil #[î..jnarn Asahel Ierimoth, lozabad,El;.i,;;;;l;;;,,
.1 iJ:ii *,Iff :i#,.ff lmm i;.xx,ïi

n 
^of 

Imnah the Leüfe. who was the gatekeeper,ale, was put in charge ot Oi sr riUu ti nfrr,e,r o)un I
"i,"!i"'!"!,1#fk;niij:,,,fi 

::iii,*fi ir*,illl:::t:ll:,



onI, inüting everyone to come to Jerusalem to aa
the Passover of the Lono,the God oflsrael. The neJ
ror been celebrating il in $eat numbe., as ,.quire{

i the krng's command, runners were sent throuJ
erdludah.Theycarriedlettersthatsaid: " I
peop.e of Israel, return to the LoRD. the God of I
ialüm, Isaac, and Israel,* so tiat he wilt retum to !
r f e\\ 0f us w-ho have survived the conouest of th; I
nriàr^. klngs. 7Do not be like vour ancestors and I
3ti\ es r ho abandoned the Lôn», the God of theh !
:6tcrs, and became an obiect of derision, as yôu I
Irs€h.es can see. EDo not be stubborn, as thev wal
. subnit yourselves to the LoRD. Come to hi;TerJ
ich he has set apart as holy forever. Worship the I
i-D i ûr: God so that his fieice anger will tum arril
l'o?Y, ,ou ,.*.n ,o tt. to*r, uor, ,.tutiu". ,J
r cir..dren will be treated mercifullv bv theirt;il
| ûrE wiil be able to retum ro this ljnd_ ror the iI
r Goi :s $acious and merciful. If vou retu* toll
rili rot continue lo turn his face fiom vou.,, 

I
ffi [ ;:,i,ï:î',"oî* ro rown r',roushou, J
ffi ;'à;i:i.,liL"il:xî,ïïIîr.:I,1'i#il
rL ':Howev'er, somè people from Asher, r,fa

iir;l;i.#g,Jilîffitril§{;:fl
*,1 X, ;- 

"";x;;",;i# 

î*::,1;ll"i1iitril
ing* :o (elebrate the Festival of UnleaveneA I

+:;,!HCï:ïï:::ffiH
{ t u :!q.. ù rc pruprE skuglrletcu tne trtt*il

_Jr rEùr! dr ru Levlte', to mev ounnil

il;,ï:J,,'"",'[;x:"',',ri:.i:i"'ii*'ffiil
uruuu tu ure l,,ests, wno rJ

, à n.'à i Jir*ür\',1ï',ï,ï'irïïf.ïîffi ,#

esl**+$iî**,:ffi

.aceofferingsweresacrificed.; 
poqe277 2 cHRoNlcLEs 32

' rhe LoRn. the God o1 ,1',.1,. un.'l-9-tht 
people gdve taryofferln

rnrrreassemblyrh.n6..;4.6r..1t^1rl' .. 
'- üJr"ilà;"gserverrtocod'thegifls,andtherhingsrharhdd

rerse\endav\,sothe1 6qls5prl-connnue.rheresri- 
Ëà;;,ï;];:tt'tolheloRD 

rsHjslaithful ,rrir"rrntr',.ià

l* JtKlnc É";;; ;;';,;:';;:,';:X,",fï]Jy0fil[ il Jl7flï*TËiÏiôilÏili*";:X,ï:_,?i::ï;,u sneep and goats for offerinp
ruuu bulrs and 10,000.1.,".jt^11d 

trreorticiats ;r;;;'"üIl 0y their divisions rtivialnp rtre gitri tairiv
nymo epriesrsp,.,,,*,n;;{î,[{;;;l'"il;;] fl,.ïiiJiI#ili:i{ï"i,:iïi,,l;i:,'*'llg:oîll#
îkÉiffi ft :41î'i[ff ',î:;';iî1ï$iîlff lrÏ.îiliïlliiiiiltrff âi'Jiï',:?*r:n:litl:
:Il^'_:1'"totherestivai.andarrhosewhotived rh.pri.rL,*18^tgrheirdiusions.''rt'.vairtiiri.iËirtr"ro^therewasgrearioyinrhecitu.rorJerr*r.,nr,uà,;;i;:'"'r.;Jl:I.relis.ted.byrheirta*iri.rinrn.g.i.rràgi

r§::iiq,:"1+rinïiî:î:ïii1::#,T;t?i r;rJjl,:ttritli:ü,i.ffi[ïii"Jxf:fl,]Jt:
iiiïï5'lf i'fl3i:'ana 

coa nearà'ËilË; 
iiltïîüï"'I'.1;'1.if'$lî;ïi.ÿ#,iil,:flIËtr:rh,s Religious Reforms ful in puriÿng themselvàs.

ren thefestival ended, tÀe Jsraerires w}oaftended ,,rÏlirtijXlï'esls- the descendanrs or Aaron, rrho were.: ,"o ,rr llg towns of Judah, s*rr,nT^, Ëpii,jr, il:iii.'J;i::::1v:llases 
arouno th. to*i r.i., *.r.. up_\seh, and t'.y rrrfi.a ,ir'i;i'"iTl1^:.!Pht'im, poinied by nar

lsnerah poles, and removed ,i1tl1o^Ï'?::l:ri ih;';;#l jflTt'o distribule portions Io evPn male amorïg

À,*îi, î ïi;r ;li:J î,îiÏffi li:,,?§tunl; :ifiiï -i, iiii:-:ï ::ï: ;:: ïï*:î
:lr_h.:norsanizedrhepriesrsandLe\iiesintod,. l[ii§ll}|.,1:tuaah-ooing*h-aiwai;re:riüanogooain
'[ïii:jfr'^"-:'îT';illJiiïi'l:#;: H.,,il:i:.#;:1ï,',î1]JîiJl*ilï1s[i,[fHT;
yiflr:Ë{üfi*"#lË:i5'.l,'."1,î'J;il: i,iH:Ji i:T[l;î;ffi:i;:1.;':::li];;od who e.

;ne weekly Sabbath festivaË, tt
drs, an.d rhe annuar r.rtirrr, u, p'rl[Tll{,',ii Assyria lnvades 

f udah

:ii;i."iËlTîi:r;rH:irtxf àrilii.i#H#!liîry:t-$ï:ï;rï:ï,îi:,t';:i,rr

ffi;;:i;Tï:T*i::î:l;il*Hlhiix':l;ff *ffi i{iüï*",ffided senerousty uy ù,lr"rË'iil ifli':iT'^"I? sulred wirh hii r

.ew wne, orive oir, hon.u, ,ni u,, ,,1II":H:: :l ;,dà,;;ïüiï:,lrcrars and mirirary advisers ând rhel de_

r*isin*iT:m:i:js,mf 
#ffi 

'fifr,i,1ï+ltiii,,i,ffi 'iitrl"i,J;ffil:.iÏ,1i1,'#*ilii,,'J:if,#1ffi[:lir]'#.| ;i:iri?Jsàourd 
the kinss ot Ài'n?u ààË'n.ià u,o rino

;il"+L:i"'i-,1iiji,i!î;li',lïf f **'ï,.;;##;ti:d;*ffi ,ffi'ps.conlinued to grow until 
"rri, ,,,.,,j--^'u- ôndwalloutside

iah and hjs officirj, *",. rnO ru#d;#iiïi" rerraces* in rhe C

ri:ii:ïi#[i*fl';.im[;il; 
;i:*ïli[t*,and,asemb ed irem üài0,. iii, in m.

*ïrgf,ïïrü{,ir;,{i,fljgi'ig.,çfr o$g+i3,gffi*1ffi
tl1.^1.d.i1rt storerooms be prepared in th. *o'd, s.atly ercouraged 

'ne peopte.-'
': Lono. When this was done.
ï]t all ttre rirhes and t,u, 

'" 
lTliËi"Jle Sennacherib rhreatens .lerusatem

'](v'ewasputincharge,assisredbv'hi. "wnrreKingsennin...l]?g,§:r.,,wissriir 
besiegngihe''t ne supervisors under Thpm *.r. lÉni.i Îy-r_f ?.1,:h !g s"ent his.offiéeri t" l.irrr[ï.,,ii,r., ,r.,t,' 'lsahel ,erimorh, tozauao. nrei, ism'ï:'ï' message for Hezekiah ,.a rrr irr. à."piJ;;iii'J,';irnarah. These appointments w(

,no qzariarr,ii,e'tnt;iï;iil,i,.i;Jiiffo?l 
*:i::üTïJî1,,,îii_.[ï:î:ifliîJi,.:i,yifl:l'lrnah the lellte, who rr ar the my siege of leru\alem?. I rH.r.i üf,l i.i';u, iili" *

' l';*;:imi:,,"1,;*iÏ";:i:iffi iï.i:il1;î:111u-s trom rne rin! oiïi,,,"i,l:sï*r,
,r.o" ,u.,,r,iàc.u,l;iiy;'r;;[;;i^:"; ;. ,-r^*'" 

;üilii!i],,:",:"ü:':::ÏÏiï"""i"'"'u r ne meanrng ot th€ Hrhrnr 5 sa6p11a1l
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famine and thirstl l2Don't you realize that Hezekiah is
the very person who destroyed all the Lono's shrines
and altars? He commanded |udah and ]erusalem to
worship only at the altar at the Temple and to offer
sacrifices on it alone.

1 3"Surely you must realize what I and the other kings
of Assyria before me have done to all the people of the
earthl Were any of the gods of those nations able to
rescue their people from my power? laWhich of their
gods was âble to rescue its people from the destructive
power of my predecessors? What makes you think your
God can rescue you from me? rsDon't let Hezekiah
deceive you! Don't let him foolyou like this! I sayit
again-no god of any nation or kingdom has ever yet
been able to rescue his people from me or my ancestors.
How much less will your God rescue you from my
power!"

l6And Sennacherib's officers further mocked the LoRD
God and his servant Hezekiah, heaping insult upon insult.
lzThe king also sent letters scomingthe Lono,the God ofls-
rael. Hewrote,"Just as the gods ofallthe other nations failed
torescue theirpeople frommypower, so the God ofHezeki-
ah will also fail." l8The Assyrian officials who brought the
letters shouted this in Hebrew+ to the people gathered on
the walls of the city, trying to terrify them so it would be eas-
ier to capture the ciÿ. teThese officers talked about ihe God
of)erusalem as though he were one ofthe pagan gods,made
by human hands.

2oThen King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of
Amoz cried out in prayer to God in heaven. 21And the LoRD
sent an angel who destroyed the Asryrian army with all its
commanders and officers. So Sennacheribwas forcedto re-
tumhome in disgrace to his ownland. Andwhen he entered
the temple ofhis god, some ofhis own sons killed him there
with a sword.

22That is hovÿthe Lono rescued Hezekiah and the people
of Jerusalem from King Sennacherib of Assyria and from all
the others who threatened them. So there was peace
throughout the land. 23From then on King Hezekiah be'
came highly respected among all the sunounding nations,
and many gifts for the LoRD arrived at Ierusalem, with valu-
able presents for King Hezekiah, too.

Hezekiah's Sickness and Recovery
24Aboutthattime Hezekiahbecame deathlyill. Heprayedto
the LoRD, who healed him and gave him a miraculous sign.
2sBut Hezekiah did not respond appropdately to the kind-

treasury buildings
spices, and for his

items. 28He also constructed many storehouses for his gtain,
newwine, and olive oil;and he made many stalls for his cat-
tle and pens for his flocks of sheep and goats. zrHe built
many to\t/ns and acquired vast flocks and herds, for God had where the

land, God withdrew from Hezekiah in order to test him aru
to see whal was really in his hea11.

Summary of Hezekiah's Reign
32The rest of the events in Hezekiah's reign and his acts 0

d€votion are recorded inThe Vision of the Prophet lsait
Son of Amoz, which is included in 7h e B00k of the Kings s
ludah and Israel. ::When Hezekiah died, he was buried r
the upper area ofthe royal cemetery, and all Iudah and JeI}
salem honored him at his death. And his son Manasseh k
came the next king.

Manasseh Rules in ludah
,, Manasseh was t\,velve vears old when he becu
JJ ting, and he reigned in Ierusalem fifty-five yea
zHe did what was eül in the Lonn's sight, following the &
testable practices of the pagan nations that the LoRD hri
driven from the Iand ahead of the Israelites. :He rebuiltlr
pagan shrines his father, Hezekiah, had broken down h
constructed altars for the images of Baal and set up Asho
poles. He also bowed before all the powers of the heaËr
and worshiped them.

4He builtpagan altars in the Temple ofthe LoRD;the tùil
where the LoRD had said, "My name will remain in Jerusül
forever." 5He builtthese altars for allthe powers ofthe in
ens in both courtyards ofthe LoRD's Temple. aManasseh*

sacrificed his own sons in the fire* in the valley of tst
Hinnom. He practiced sorcery, divination, and witchdll
and he consulted with mediums and psychics. He did Idl
that was eül in the LoRD's sight, arousing his anger.

TManasseh even took a carved idol he had made and4l
up in God's Temple, the veryplace where God had told Id
and his son Solomon: "My name will be honored forad
this Temple and in lerusâlem-lhe ci§ I have chosen i{
among alt the tribes of Israel. sl f the lsraelites will be {
to obey my commands-all the laws, decrees, and rq*
tions given through Moses-l will not send lhem intoSf,
from this land that I set aside for vour ancestors." eBira
nasseh led lhe people ot Iudah and lerusalem to do{n
more eül than the pagan nations thal the LoRD il&{[,.
stroyed when the peôpie of lsrael entered the land. ilt

roThe LoRn spoke to Manasseh and his people, hr|J
ignored a)l his warnings. rrso the LoRD sent the comd'
ers of the Assyrian armies, and they look Manase**.
oner. They put a ring through his nosô, bound him in'r{
chains, and led him away to Babylon. 'rBut while in d€EI-
tress, Manasseh soughi the Lono his Cod and silf,.
humbled himself beiore fhe God of his anceslors il

L very high. And he
the fortified towns

stationed his
cers in all of of ludah.
removed the foreign gods and the idol from tl't
Temple. He tore down all the altars he had built o:

he,rest oflhe events ofManasseh,s rêi6 hic.,nd the words the ,..r, ,pok;,;;;;:;,iii:l
Ro. rne cod of Israel, are iecor aea in t\i ààà0t.l\r0el.. 

.te.Manasseh,s prayer, the acaorriot",llTll.-1 hjl,and an aàcounr or alr nis iini;rrness are recorded in The Record of rni\i:ii
.:. l,r.r ?f rhe tocations where he O,1iii àrgrr,

. ,up 
Asherah poles and idols before h* Àr;i;['d repented. 2owhen Manasseh died, il;;;;;i: :.ace. Then his son Amon became th; 

";riid;
: n Rules in ludah: was twenry_flvo years old when he becamr
_ leigned in lerusajem two years. ?2He did wh- 'ie LoRD,s sighl, iust u, ti, fuiir.i,.,tarniriiie yÿorchiped and sacrificed ro all thà;;;l;ï,

, re. 2rBut untike his frrh.r, h; ;i;';;i;;ü].
-cre.the LoRD. Instead,Amon sinneJ;il;;;t

. 
n Amon,s own officials conspired ,gri;;i À;;'ared 

him. in his patr... .rnrr irr. p.à.prà oi ii,r,..those who had conspired ariririi,A À.",:e nrs son Josiah the Àext krng.

- Rules in judah

- J .jul.ruu: eight years otd when he became- 
...1 

he,reigned in Jerusalem tfrirty-onÀïea...\as pleasing in rhe LoRD,s sig;;jnd i.;ti;;;;,Di nts ancastor David. He
-at \,ÿas right. did not turn a\ /aY f

i Ii€rghrh year of his reign, whrle he wasàn began lo seek rhe c"a oj r,ri, uni.rioiô",- " ttvelf th.year he began to purify,ud;;;d 
,,

T:tllg îil rhe pagaÀ snrines, rire asÀerJï,llî1j,"11.11{:ry imases. 4He .d;;;d #irdr oe qemolrshed and that the in..nrà ,i,J 
1D9ve rhem be broken d"*. H;;ü .-l.re Asherah potes, rhe .a.uea iaàrs, àüîË,," smashed and scanerea over^ tle grarei àïiir,n t,iced ro t hem. 5He Ournea rne nonïiàf-ifre,r

. n rnerrownaltars,andsohepuriii.àlüàrr,.r,

. esame thing in the towns oJ Manasseh, EDhl- _on, even as far a, Nrpt uli, rnàln t"f"iesiJ". -em. zHe desroyedihe prc.r;ià.r,;,id"il, 

. f:3nd he crushéd tne ia."rr-int""àî.t. ili i. ncense altars lhroughout rhe land àf isrr,' fjrned to Jerusalem
',r eerl h year of his reign, a fler he had purifiere-Iemple, Iosiah up[oint.a Sh.phr;;;; ,-,du rne govemor of [en:52lsrn, 3n6 'Ja2li io'oyal hislorian, to repair the Temnlp ôf ih,^î,:y.crl: Hilkirl Ûre nigh priest rire ÀàÀ"urr(( le0 Dy lne Leÿites-who served as gat.t.emple of God. The gifts were brougfil.

- .i)lll llfrr.il, and-from air r tre ref;inan
as rrom all Judah, Beniamin, and th. p;;;i.
d themoney to lhe men assigned to suDer-on of rhe lonot remote.-iià. ,Ë.rirï
,d]1 

r_llepairs and ren,ovarron ot the Tem.r carpenters and builders, who purchosedrrir the walls and timber for th.rlf,; ;;' -ored 
what earlter kings of fuaafr frao ai- I rutn

-tsnral 34:6Âsinsrrià.!pl
,,,«g,:j,iz,sili."-dr.e (I'io. H.b... ico , .

..-:, npararr"rriii;i;i;ïr.:l],fJ : .]1, 
,. t

ness shon n him, and he became proud. So the LoRD's anger when he prayed, the LoRD listened to him and was
came against him and against Judah and Jerusalem. 26Then his request. So the LoRD brought Manasseh back to
Hezekiahhumbledhimselfandrepentedofhispride,asdid lem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh finallv
the people of Jerusalem. So the Lono's anger did not fall on that the LoRo alone is God!
them dudng Hezekiah's lifetime. i4Afterthis Manasseh rebuilt the outerwall ofti*

zzHezekiah was very wealthy and highly honored. He David,fromwestoftheGihonSpringintheKidronT
built special for his silver, gold, precious the Fish Gate, and continuing around the hill of
stones, and shields and other valuable built the wall

Sivenhim greatwealth. :oHe blockedup the upper spring of
Gihon and brought the vÿater down through a tunnel to the
west side of the C§of Daüd. And so he succeeded in every-

all the altars thatueË
salem, and outside the city. r

stored the altar of the Lonn and sacrificed peace

and thanksgiüng

Temple stood and
. he dumped them

offerings on it.
to worship the

He also
thing he did. people of Judah LoRD, the G,æ T

3lHowever, when ambassadors arrived from Babylon to lTHowever, the people still sacrificed at the pagâ
ask about the remarkable events that had taken place in the though only to the LoRD their God.

12,18Heûew in the dialect of ludah. 3316 Ot abo made his sorc p6s through the fire.



L God x,ihdrew from Hezekiah in order to test h{

*:"ïï:ï:lt:H" I
le rest of the events in Hezekiah's reisn and his 

-rtion are recorded inThe Vision of tile Uoohet il
{:#ili!,'*ilf iHii:flf;i'f.'/-:i'.fl
dpp€r area of the royal cemeterv. and all tudah adl
m honored him at his death. AÉd his son lranrol

*rr.n *r,". ,n rrrun I
3 rH: ï'J .i';.H'il',lixï,:lHiiirï,ËI
,"fl i Ll#i: :ii ii ff-:iHîif, l i,l:l i#HI
il ffi .iii3,}:,iT:fl :jiffi lifl :xï""f,: Til
i,i :î.1 i:"*î'*îlHffi ifl :'fflxï3 ff lï: il
[f,il,i*,i'ji];,.s rn tne rempre oi tne rono, J
;q, : ;: H, lliï.îll ;ii[?:ff ïll:'#]lJllil
î.T$,,:: #i i#l H',iïi;.I' illï;' Uîifi il
pm. HÊ practiced sorcery, diünation, ana f,

l;:îïîr.*f,*[f !:i*]i:,Id{+ir}i.t
ffi ll'fl,J:lïJ'fi iH:'#ilîf f,"f"i::iil
Iarrp,c and in Jerusalem-rhe ciry I have chæil

ff hii?dfr îli'':tdl',iïiï1ï{îïffi il
tri'îi'la:l'f :ïiffi f :îïî.î":":'J,;il
. ai :iran the pagan nations that rhe Lono tI

ili+F,i*i.,".;lffi :,îi{îfr iili!îf,
. ur( r)5) I tdll dl mles, ano (nev IooK rnru*stil

tl:ilrtiTf,",e?,ffi ï',,f tîifrîil

fl,,r*,ffii$[tflffi
* ïî,1.ïi ;?;,lîî:iïî:îfl l:: iï #il
,ï' ; : î[JËi ;',,1 :"ffi :fr J:iîi ;ffi
; x ; *.î ::xx:fl"îllî'i :tti3f,:i
i #l ii tï:îfr'lJl:i*î'::'.î,'ff #T;ril
,ff ià:î',:'lïi:f, ', r"i, l' #i î?,.Hil
nïi'i:',H:TJi,' H'.', iËto'*t 

at ttr e pasrir

poge2ze... 2 CHRON TCLES 34
oIlheevenlsolMdnasseh'sreign'hisprayerto rzlheworkersservedl-aithfullyundertheleadershipol- hords rhe seers spoke ro 

1rm T rlri',,i* ài lairariraià'ooaoiah.Lpr'iresotrheMerarireci:n,andZecha-Godof Israel,arereror.rpd.in rheBookoftii iir'r.,rnâ'".rnrri.r,LelrtesofrheKoharhiiecran.otherLe-
'1p1 reManassehspra\er,rhe.a((ounlofrhewav ;;.;,;î;; rvhom were rr,irr.o.rii.iirr. ,rwere prr in:iiiiÉ::,'iliîi2i::;';i:i';,ïi?1,ïï ;:î:âi:f:. raborers oi ir,; i,]îiàïîï'jâ.i srirr orhàrs as.

:: of the locations ,À.i. rr. ou,,t pugan shrines :retaries, officials, and gatekeepers.
{sherah poles and idols before he f, uilË'h*: H ilkiah Discovers G od,s Law-enled 2'when Manasseh died.' he was buried in iiili.,ilv,r.r..bringing 

our rhe mone) corecred ar rheihpn h is son Amon became the nexl king t"^r1t ïà'Àpg, Hilk ia h.rhe-priest found rhe Book of rhe Law- .,es in Judah ortheLoRDiharw**rn."-nyüàiËi'îilir,ilnsaiarosrra
rs tu/enty rwo years otd when he became o,^*, Llii.T:-;irt 

secretarv, "i hiveiouno tie'iàor< or tne r-aw
- 'ea i,n ierusatôm *à y.iii. ,rH. did whar was ohan 

s Templel" Then Hilkiah gare the scroll ro sha-
ruRDs slgnt, rust as his father, Manasseh, rao ,"inaorantookthescrofltothekingandreponed,,,your
'rshiped and sacrificed 10 arl The.rd,ors r-,. 

1 
iqin.i orri.iri!'iri o,o,.g everylhinS rhe] lvere ass,gned ro do'7rBul unrike his larher, he did nor humble him- i;il;î;; rhal was coile*ed ar ihe Tempre or rhe L.RD. he Lono. Insread, Amon sinned even m9f" r,,r, 

'à.àT'ii,*.. 
over ro rhe ,rp.*rori inà workmen.{mon's own officiars consnirpd a8ainsr him.ra ;,,1'i,rÀÀrr'}iro ,oto ,i,"u,ng. iîiîiirr,,,,ni iiî,.* n* gir..dhiminhisparace.:sBurihep.o"pruortr',,.ràni..'r;râii :r"snaphanreadirrorhekins.

u\e who had conspired aeajnir ring nmo;,;; ' :;\ii,il rhe king heard *tut ru, wrin?n in the Lart., h"rrs son Josiah the next kin-g tore his crorhes in desp-air. 2orhen he gurà tt.r. order! to: rles in f udah Hilkiah, Ahikam son or shapnan, a.iâ"'*n'or Micalah,*
,,er, wai eigniyears ord,n*I.^*:::-. u,", ilf,o,li,ilfij?Jli,$:îi;:iât:,t*tt*,",..*l: he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years ;ni i"Jîàï rrr à..remnanr of Israel and Judah. inquire aboutdspleasinsintheLoRD'ssightandroitoweotnà 

irr.*àiir'*it*inrhescroltlhathasbeenfound.Forrhe
,illrilç'"'"'d He did not turn awav rrÀm i;;;';;;;i'r.B* ha: Secn poured our on us because our

._'§-.ish,l year or his *ic,,yl,l.- T ** r,,, llii.tiii:ffil,ii.rr,."r1t t**t*t*r*rrr.jh began ro seek rhe cod ôr hi*n...ioi bril. -;rs, 
;iilian ano trre or ner men went io rhà New qua n er 

.nverfrhyearhebesanroDurifyludananaËrti- 
orr.iuru'r'.#ilconsurrwilhrheprophetHurdah.sheh;)'or ing arr the pagaÀ shrinàs. rhe asneratr pores, ii,. *î'ài'dnarum son 

.of _ 
Tikvah, son of Harhar,. ri_ e' ed idots and casr images. 4He.order.o ti,àiiÀË r..àpi, àrii.i, 

".ple 
wardrobe.ral be demolished and thar rt

':uuou.'in.-ü."u;;üJâil:llÏ,ff:ilti dr'*',ï:iîi,'iîr;rfu':iii§.îii"ï,-îi,f,ï;i:,-e {sherah pores, lhe carved idors, and the casi ii;; ;ilrü1, am gorng ro bringdisasrer on rhis cin - andsmashedandscafieredoverthegravesofthose 
iiip.àri[.iriir',,..urseswitreniÀthescroiltharvr'asreadro'rrrcedtorhem.5Heburnedthe_bônes.ot.rhepa_ 
ri,.ïini'ài'üârf.,*llcomeftue.2sFormypeoplehareaban.-nrnerr.wnahars'andsohepurifiedrudaha'nd 
à";iâ'"#âiiotrereasacrificestopaÂânsbas,anoram

..esamerhinginrherownsorManass!1Ephr- JlLiTTT.l*rn.rr-:fffiïr*tstiX,.rrîi;*lr;
:on, 

.ygl as. far as Naphtati, ana in tt e .âgionr il;;ii;;j *
'rem THe desrroved lhe Dapân.artars rr'a-tÀ. '"ri"ürilo 

totne.king orudah who serr ÿoL .o \eek the.'i,::f,:',i:T:',îî;,i;lî;J1;l'g au't.H"'i L"*,Ï,àiËriii.:,'rhii is whar tn. r o*o ,r, ôoo or rsraer,
-rurned to Jerusalem. : land of Israei says concerning,lhe ...rrg. l;, Àuiî 'rri ilrro ,ro,
ehteenthyearorhisieign,arterhehadpuriried il.tjrii",:ï[1 lYTb].t9, 

rourselr beio:e cod when you

' 'lll:ro'., lo'irr, ,fioiniàJ shaphan son or bred vourserr a.;ie"]j'i li ,;ll jll j^|:"gf l': 
you hum-

'serah the.governorofterusatem,and loani* i"i".;;..::::: ;l'''i^^ ':l.e.nde\pairandweplbe-
',e^royat historian, to repair tt,. r.rfi. oi ii. ,Ëà', 

"_ 
',.s-ti ' , .:: 

l,.o]:^,:d..9 heard you, says

iii,i.frïü1lfir'#ti'f,it:.'ilxil;*r *ll:i;j: ,:': !':î;:iH'il;:#l:iiï,îllliâ[
1.,I*pI,. oiCoO. Tl1. gifts irere brought bv its oeoole 

j d'rer I dm 8oin8 to brinS on this city and
vrdridssen, rphralm, and from all the remnani so rÀer toc;.,

_' 
ell as from ail Judah, BenjaÀi;, and the people rÊr rnessâge back to the king.

. rsred rhe 
-money 

to the men assisned_,1^:.,Iî lf;iXi ;nlilfl:ïll,"i".Jïrl, .n. .rders or rudah and le_
rdtion o[rhe LoRD's TemDre rhen.rrreypaid .rrràr.'rà.cïài.ekrngwenruptotheTempreof 

theLono.'ho did the repairs and renovati6n sf ti,dr.r_ *irr'àii,ifr.î.ip,e oi tudah and lerusatem.ilong with thered carpenrers and buirders who purchased p;i;;il;;àih."i.\rres-arrhepeoprefromthefreares.oror rhe wars and rimber for the raftenanJ ii,.'Ëîri.'iÀ.i.',ne king read to tËem the entiË eook of.fjt"'sd *n't earrier krngs or ruoah haJai iil; i*;;;;;r,_had been found in rhe Là*r:i r..pr..
aotHozai.14t6\\instrià(ver\jon 

rtrhekingtookhisplaceofautÀoriüu.rlo."r'Àipilrurrna

. 
,,tr,\r nt 2 Kgs 2): I ): Hebrew -p36. ,rro,Hebre*' 

tedd' in th?ir lpm\le'. ot in lhpir htiÆ I he mêàring oI the Heb..* ,, ,n, 
"nuiir 22b As in p;rarer re,, ,, ,ïg,'i),,i îr,;iiil,!i:,1, ii":rLrâf.::y":,,;:::"ra,*!;,ifsïïffiï,",,jïl"i:ï:riii"_

rmryi|r'



2 CHRONICLES 35 ...Pose28a

rene\ued the covenant in the LoRD's presence. He pledged gatekeepels guarded the gates and did not need to leil

io ou.v tn. r-o*o uv keeping ali his tommands, Iâws, ànd their posts. of dr-rty, for th.err Passover offerings were Pl'
decre;s with all his'heart anà soul. He prômised to obey all pared for them by their fellow revites.

the terms of the covenant that were \ nitten in the scroll. l6The entire Ceremony for the LoRD's Passover was coE

32And he required everyone in ferusalem and the people of pleted that day. AII the burnt_offerings were sacrificed s
s..ji*ili;Àut. a simitar pridge. ine people ôf ;erusa- ihe altar of thé LoRD, as King losiah had commanded. rzldl

lem did so, renewing their càvenint wittr Coà, ttre God cf the Israelites presert in Ierusalem celebrated Passo\t

theirancestôrs. and the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven dau

33So ]osiah removed all detestable idols from the entire rsNever since the time of the prophet Samuel had thef,

land of israel and required everyone to Worship the LoRD been such a Passover. None of the kings of Israel.had ex

ii eir coa. ma tnroughout the rést of his lifetime, they did kept a Passover as losiah did, involüng all the_priests a§

;;t ir*;rt i.". tlie Lono, the God ôf their ancesto;s. Leùtes, all the people of lerusalem, and peopleaom all w
Judah and Israei. reThis Passover celebration took place in tir

losiah celebrates Passover eighteenthyearofJosiah'sreign.

I r Then Tosiah announced that the Passover of the Lono

JJ wouta be celebrated in ]erusalem, and so the Pass- losiah Dies in Battle
over lamb was slaughtered on the fouftee;th day of the firsl zotrfter ]osiah had finished restoring the TemplP, King N6

ÀÀtn i Iosiatr atü assignea the liiests to their duties and of.Eglpt led his army up from Egypt to do battle at Carcb

.niorLgéà1n.* in theii work aithe temple of the LoRD. mis[ ôn the Euphrates Rtvglr alg iosiah and his ar61

iHe issuËa tnis oraer to the Leütes, who weie to teach all Is- marched out to fight him.* 21But King Neco sent mes§a'

rael and who had been set apart to seNe the LoRD: "Put the gers to Josiah with this message:

holy Ark in theTemple that was built by.s:]g*9q:?i 
^î!^D_u; 

,,what do you wanr wirh me, king of Judah? I have no
üd, the king of Israel. You no longer n*d t":i1y]!.!3!!111 quarrel wiih you todayl I am on Ày way to fight anothr
forth on your shoulders. Now spend.yoxr tlT..*Tng tn 

nation, and iod has told me to huiry! Do not interfere
LoRD your God and_ his people Israet. 4Report tor drty ac- with God, who is with me, or he will destroy you."
cording lo the family diüsions o[ your ancestors, lollowng
itt. àiri.tion, of King Daüd of Isiael and the directions o-f 22But Iosiah refused to listen to Neco, to whom God h
his son Solomon. indeed spoken, and hewouldnotturnback' Instead'he&

5,,Then stand in the sanctuary at the place appointed for guised himself and led his army into battle on the plainl

yog iiÀity airirion and help thé famities assigiràd to you_as Megiddo. 'z:But 
the enemy archers hit King losiah with th

iilt il*g their offerings io the Temple. o5laughtér the anôwsandwoundedhim.Hecriedouttohismen,"Takeûl
fasô*.r ümr, purify yo"urselves, and piepare to hetp those from the battle, for I am badly'wounded!"

who come. tolow ait'tne directions^thât the Lono gave ,4Sotheyliftedlosiahoutofhischariotandplacedhimr

through Moses.,, another chariot. Then they brought him back to lerusah
zTËen Josiah proüded 30,000 lambs and young goats for where he died. He was buried there in the royal cemeûs

the peopie's passover offerings, along with â,oodàattte, att And all Iudah and Jerusalem morrned for him' rB
froi-r tnl king,s own flocts aid trerdi. aThe king's officials prophet Jeremiah composed funeral songs for losiah, anü

aiso made wiîling contributions to the people, üiests, and ihii day choirs still sing these sad songs about his dd
Leütes. Hilkiah. Zechariah, and lehiet, tËe aàministrators of These songs of sorrow have become a tradition and are'r

God,s Temple, gave the priests 2,600 lambs andyoung goats corded in Ihe Book 0l Laments.

and 300 càttlüs passover offerings. gThe Leüie lea-dirs- 26The rest of the events of Josiah's reign and his acE.

Conaniah and his brothers Shemai;h and Nethanel, as well devotion (carried out according to what was written in ï
as Hàsnafiah, Jeiel, and fozabad-gave 5,000 lambs and LawoftheLono),zzfrombe8irnningtoend-allarerecolt

VorrU g6rtr unâ So'0 cattie to tne Lütes for their Passôv er inThe Book of the Kings of brael and ludah.

offerings.
roVÿËen everlthing was ready for the Passover celebra- lehoahaz Rules in ludah

tion, the priests ând t"he Leü tes iook their places, organized 2Â Then the people of the land,took losiah's son JeÀr

Uy ti,.i1- àiririons, as the king had commànded. rrThe Le- JO hazandmadehimthenextkinginlerusalem.

vites then slaughtered the Pàssover lambs and presented . 
2Jehoahaz+ was tlventy-three years old when he becm

in. Éfooj tàin.'p*sts, who sprinkled the blood on the altar king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three month§.

,tit. tt. I-.uit.i prepared ttre animals. l2They divided the :Then he was deposed bV_tlt9 ting of Eg)?t,.wha ü

br;tà]f.;ingrrri-,ongthepeoplebytheirfamilygroups,so manded that Judah pay 7,500 pounds of silver e

they could offlr themlo tnà Lo-no as prescribed in the Book 75 pounds of Sold* as tribute.

of Moses. They did the same with the cattle. '3Then they

roasted the paisover lambs as prescribed; and they boiled tehoiakim Rules in ludah
in. noJV off.rings in pots, ketties, and pans, and 6rought aThe king of_E$pt th€n installed Eliakim, the brother fl
themoütquickÿsotirepeoptecoüldeatihem. hoahaz, às the next king of fudah and ierusalem, arull

raAfterward ihe Leütes prepared Passover offerings for changed Eliakim's name to Iehoiakim. Then Neco tml '

themselves and for the prieits-the descendants of Aaron- hoahaz to Eg)?t as a prisoner.

because the priests haâ been busy from morning till night slehoiakim was tlventy-five years old when he ber
oir.ilng ti . irrnt offerings and ihe fat portioni. The Le- king, and he reigned in ferusalem.eleven years. He did ill

vites toôk responsinility foiall these prepârations. was evil in the sight of the LoRD his God.

rsThe musicians, deicendants ofÀsaph, were in their as- 6Then King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came tois!
signed places, follording the commands ihat had been given lem and captured it, and he bound iehoiakim in L'r'

tÿbrriif, mpn, ff emai, anr] Ieduthun, the king's seerl The chains and led him away to Babylon. TNebuchadnezzâ à

35:lThisdayintheancientHebrewluna.calendarwasrtplil5,622ts.a.35i2OOf-losiahtttauttameelhim 36:2Hebrew/o4h4z,avariantsptlr

oflehoahaz;àlsoinl6i4.36:3Hebrewt00ralenrst3,4ô0kilogramslofsilÿetandltalentl3lkllograms.lolSold

,Jme of the treasures from the Templ: placed them in his palace* in Babylon

,restof 
the.events in Iehoiakim,s ieig

L tntngs he did and everyrhing found i,
:ed 

.tn 
t he Book oI the Kings oi lsrael ai,- tenotachin became the next king.

- achin Rules in ludah
rchin was eighteen+ years old when he
relgned_ rn Jerusalem three monlhs an-rn 0t0 wnal was eül in Ïhe LoRD,s sight- jlre spiinE of rhe year* King Nebuîh;. nln ro Babylon. Many teasuies from t

r D yr'ere atso taken to Babylon at thal tifi,z7ar rnsta.Ied Iehoiachin,s uncle,* Zec
ng tn ,udah and Jerusalem

::kiah Rules in .ludah
r tJh was twenty-one years old when herergned in_Jerusalem eleven years. r2He
n€ srght of the Lon_o his God, and he refr
\err wnen the prophet Ieremiah spok.rom lhe LoRD. rrHe also rebelled alaoleTzar, even though he had taken af

,oo s name. Zedekiah was a hard and sn' g to turn_lo the LoRD, the God of lsrael.-e-wse, all.the leaders of the priesls anc,more and more unfaithfui. Tirey followr
::,]:,.r 9t the.surrounding narions, dest

- ,or 
rne LoRD I hat had been consecrated i I

: j?p: th. God of rheir ancestors, rep(,::f,lg*uT rhem, for he had compài
ln.0 nrs,i emple. roBut the people moclied
uL troo ano despised their words. Thel
aDlp 

. 36:9 A\ in one Hebrew manus( ript, some Cr
!tp:^!_t^the rum.ol the aear ftre ririiàiyor tni. veaHeDru reàd\ r/olhâ. or retan " y:i) ôi'ri"J. . re,gn oÿer Babllon ua) 5 l8 Â. l6:22b \ep je
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iEis guarded the gates and did not need to ltfr
'-,:is of duty, for their Passover offerings were F
'tr .hem by their fellolv Levites.
:: intire ceremony for the LoRD's Passover was Ûrl"

-:,;1 day. All the bumt offerings were sacrificeùt
:: "r: the LoRD, as King losiah had commandeÔ fll
':e ites present in Jerusalem celebrated Passil'
: lestival of Unleavened Bread for seven dxù
: snce the time of the prophet Samuel had {ü
:.h a Passover. None of the kings of Israel hadlti
?.sscver as Josiah did, involving all the pdes6ü
r-. îhe people of lerusalem, and people from daü

r.c tsrael. rgThis Passover celebration took place -h
:.:Lr rear of Josiah's reign.

r Dies in Battle
' -::iah 

had finished restoring the Temple, King!&
r: leC his ârmy up from Eglpt to do battle at Cdr
:i :he Euphrates River, and Josiah and his 4r
i. Jut to fight him.x 2lBut King Neco sent melail
i.si.lh vr'ith tlus message:

-:: d I \ ou want with me, king of Judah? I have m
::= \!rth yôu today! I am on mywayto fight anü.
:. ,rd God has told me to hurryl Do not interfu
- G:d riho is withme, or he \4/ill destroyyou."

:r icsiah refused to listen to Neco, to whom C,uit
: : : : ( en, and he would not turn back. Instead, hfli
.:..:: 

'elf 
and led his army into battte on the È-S

:: rrBut the enemy archers hit King losiah wiÈü
, ::.,i rçounded him. He cried outtohis men, "Tü
:.: lattle, for I am badly wounded!"
' ':. . i,tred losiah oul of his chariol andplacedil
:: - 

^ Jr'ot. Then they brought him back lo lenq
:.. J,eo. He was buried there in the royal ceraq

'- jah and Ierusalem mourned for him. fl
- . 

'r -. miah composed funeral songs for Josiah 4
,, --o'r> still sing these sad songs about hi5 {ill
';:.gs 

of sorrow have become a tradition and il.üÊ
:': ltle Book of Laments.
:: :esr of the events of Josiah's reign and his ad
::. iarried out according to what was writte., trül
: :. . LoRn), 2/from beginning to end-all are red

-:-- . < cf the Kngs of lsrael andJud.hh.

rhaz Rules in ludah
' l:..: the people of the land took Josiah's sor. iry
| ::, and made him the next king in Ierusaler-
-:ahaz* lvas twenty-three years old when he beill
,.-.c r,e reigned in lerusalem three months.
.:. ne was deposed by the king of Eglpt, hqr ür
<. :hat ludah pay 7,500 pounds of silrslil
:- Js of gold+ as tribute.

akrrn Rules in Judah
.:.. :: Egipt then installed Eliakim, the broti'gd'llfi
: :s t.,e next king of fudah and ierusalem. dfll
?,r ilrakim's name to ]ehoiakim. Then Neco :]û&fiit

:.rlglptasaprisoner.
-:::\rm \!as twenty-five years old when he Ml
:: : ir reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. He ar #l
.' : :he srght of the Lonn his God.
'i: (r:rg Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came t: igill
:: -,::lred it, and he bound Jehoiakim ii. Mrr
, , - : <i him away to Babylôn. TNebuchadn.-5:s

:' .. . : t: li meltbi%. S6i2qebtew loahaz, a !ana:: Elllll&

-:- :. :i.rmslolgold.

pose2Bt ... 2 CHRONTCLES 36
îe of the treasures from the Temple of the LoRn, the prophets until the Lonn's anger could no longer be re-
:lacedlhem in hispalace* in Babylon. stained and nothingcould be doie.
:est of the events in Jehoiakim's reign, including all
hings he did and everything found against him, are The Fall of lerusalem
-1.inThe-BookoltheKingsof lsraelandludah.Then rzSo the Lona brought the king of Babylon against them..ehoiachinbecamethenexrkins' 

i:,iî:*1î'â',';11fl1:.ffir^"Jî%;,t,j,:mug
chin Rules in ludah killingbothyoungmenandyoungwomen,îheoldandthe
hin was eighteen+ years old when he became king, infirm. God handed all of them ôver to Nebuchadnezzar.
eigned in lerusalem three months and ten days. Je- rEThe king. took home to Babylon all the articles, large and
r did what was evil in the Lono's sight. small, used in the Temple of God, and the treasurei from
|e 9O!ng of the year+ King Nebuchadnezzar look boththeLoRD'sTempleandfromthepalaceofthekingand
In to Babylon. Many treasures from the Temple 61 his officials. leThen his army burneâ the Temple of-God,
'uerealsotakentoBabylonatthattime.AndNebu- toredownthewallsofJerusalem,bumedallthepalaces,and

:zar installed ]ehoiachin's uncle,* Zedekiah, as the completely destroyed everything of value.* zoTie few who:inludahandlerusarem 
::ffili3,iï:ffi1i,oii:,::j3,iii,llflli1lË.,|,i"?î.*ïi

:h Rules in ludah cametopo\^,€r.
.Jh was twenty-one years old tvhen he became king, 2rSo the message of the LoRD spoken through Ieremiah
:ignedinferusalemelevenyears.rrHedidwhatwa"s wasfulfilledThelandfinallyenloyeditssabbaihrest,lying
ir sight of the LoRD his God, and he refused to hum- desolate until the sevent\' ÿears were fulfilled, iust as thè
.elf when the prophet Jeremiah spoke to hirn di- prophet had said.

.3i;ili,.,iTâiiiiiriiÏi#'Ji'.'f.xiilf:Llir cvru.s Ailows the Exires to Return
rd,sname.ZedekiaÈwasahardandstubbommair. zlnthetlrstlearofKingCl,rusofpersia,*theLonnfulfilled

lo tum to the LoRD, the God of Israel. the prophecy he had given through feremiah.* He stirred
. *ise, all the leaders of the priests and the people tne hear,t 01 Clrus to put this proclamation in writing and to
roreandmoreunfaithful.Tireyfollor.a.frfi-l.ii.senditthroughouthiskingdom:
:ices 

_of 
the. surrounding nations, desecrating ihe 2:"This is what King cyrus of persia says:

itheLoRDthathadbeenconsecrated in)erusalem. ,,The 
Lono, the ioa orheaven, nis given me all the

LoRD, the God of their ancestors, repeatedly sent kingdoms of the earth. ue has appàini.a À. to nrito
'.ets to warn them, for he had compassion on his him a'Temple atlerusalem, whiËli is in luaaÀ. .q.ny or

: d his Temple. l6Butrhe people mocked these m€s- you who arè the i.onot peopràÀav gô-inüror tiris: cod and despised their words. They scoffed ar iask. And may the rom youi coJ6iwi-ffiu1"
r' f6:9AsinoneHebrewmanus(riDt,someGreekmanuscripts,andslria.version(seealso2Kgs24:slmostHebrewmanuscnptsreadeighr.
q.AtthetumottheAeal.'thefirslddioflhisvearintheantieilHebrp*iunur,.iànO"*rrlprit 

I l 5978, 36:lObAsinDardilettenar.'IPb'eùreadsr/orher.otrPlahup 
36:17otchatdeab.36:lsotdet,ouoaotiriiuriioiiàni,'j,,'ti.,nitiiii-'i)à1.ïrrm"rirr,

, i reign over Babylon was 538 B.c. 36:22b See ler 25: 1 l - I 2; 29i lO.
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Author
Date Written

Content

Cyrus Allows the Exiles to Return
, In the first year of King Cyrrus of Persia,* the LoRD ful-
, filled the prophecy he had given through feremiah.* He

stirredthe heartof Cyrus topütthispoclamationinwriting
and to send iÎ throughout his kingdom: .

2"This is what King Cyms of Persia says:

"The LopD, the God of heaven, has given me all the
kingdoms of the earth. He has appointed me to build
him a Temple at Jerusalen! which is in Judah. 3Any of
you who are his people may go to Jerusalem in Judah
to rebuild this Temple of the Lono, the God of Israel,
who lives in Jerusalem. And mayyour God be withyou!
+Wherever this Iewishremnant is found,let their
neighbors contribute toward their expenses by giüng
them silver and gold, supplies for the journey, and
livestock, as well as â voluntary offering for the Temple
of God in Jerusalem."

5Then God stirred the hearts of the priests and Leütes
and the leaders of the tribes of Judah and Beniamin to go to
Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple of the Lor.n. aAnd all their
neighbors assisted by giüng them articles of silver and gold
supplies for the ioumey, and livestock. They gave them
manyvaluable gifts in addition to allthe voluntaryofferings.

TKing C),rus himself brought out the articles that King
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the Lono's Tempie inJeru-
salem and had placed in the temple of his own gods. sCyrus

dhected Mithedath, the treasurer of Persia, to count these
items and present them to Sheshbazzar, the leader of the
exiles returning to Judah.* cThis is a list of the items that
were refumed:

goldbasins .....30
silverbasins. . . 1,000
silverincenseburners*.... ...... - - 29

Exiles Who Returned with Zerubbabel
, Here is the list of the Jewish exiles of the proünces \Àk
Z retumed from their captiüty. King Nebuchadnezz
had deported them to Babylon,but now they retumed to ts
rusalem and the other towns in iudah where they originaü
lived. ,Their leaders were Zerubbabel, Ieshua, Nehemli
Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehu
and Baanah.

This is the number of the men of Israel who returned frm
exile:
: Thefamilyof Parosh . . .
q The family of Shephatiah .

s Thefamilyof Arah... ..
e The family of Pahath-moab (descendants

ofleshuaand,oab) . . . . . . .. . . ..
7 The [amily of E]am
a The lamily of Zattu . . . .

s ThefamilyoiZaLcai.. . .

ro The

:.zens of Lod, Hadid, and Ono.
.zens oflericho

. lens of Senaah

- :re the priests who retumed fron
':mily of Jedaiah (through the üne
.'hua).
.nily oI Immer

'. ^iily of Pashhur
,rily of Harim

. ;re the Leütes who returned fron
, :milies of leshua and Kadmiel
'..cendantsofHodaviah). . . .

.,ingersof thefamilyof Asaph. . .

. .atekeepers of the families of Shal
,.:?r, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita, and Shc

.escendants of the following Ten
- irom exile:', Hasupha, Tabbaoth,
: ts, Siaha, Padon,
::nah, Hagabah, Akkub,
..:b, Shalmai,* Hanan,
: iei, Gahar, Reaiah,
, n,Nekoda,Gazzam,
:e, Paseah, Besai,
ah, Meunim, Nephusim,

,..Duk, Hakupha, Harhur,
:..uth, Mehida, Harsha,

: ::ios, Sisera, Temah,
::iah, and Hatipha.
'- iescendants of these servants of K
.: from exile:
.;1, Hassophereth, peruda,

,:.ah, Darkon, Giddel,
.phatiah, Hattil, pokereth-hazzebaim

,ll, the Temple servants and the desr
s servants numbered 392.

l.lother group retumed at this time fr
-'eiah, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan, and I
-culd notprove thatthey or their famli
. of israel. 6oThis group included

. ah, Tobiah, and Nekoda-a total of 65
, hree families of priests-Hobaiah, H

-also returned. (This Barzillai had m
: ivas a descendant of Barzillai of Gil(
,:, her family name.) 0zThey searched fc
.enealogical records, but they were no

disqualified from serving as priests.
r :hem not to eat the priests'share offoor
,, until a priest could consult the LoRD z

...ing the Urim and Thummim-the sacr
'so a total of 42,3 60 people returned to

ro 7,337 servants and 200 singers.
ren. 66They took \,ÿith them 736 horl

- :5 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.
',When they arrived at the Temple of th€- some of the family leaders made volunt-i the rebuilding of God's Temple on

-a ls in analtemate readingofthe Masoretic Text(see
pound\ or 500 kilograms rn weipht. 2:69b Hebr-.\ have been during (,r'us\ tirsalear {538 I r ) or 5

' . ol Seprember/October 5 18 B ( and O(lober/\ov
r.e frst daA of the seÿn l monrh. This day in the anci

,:nth dayofthe seventh month. 3:7 HeÉrew rhesed
rhemonthso, AprrlandMa) 5368,. 3:9Heore,

laa is probably ànoùer name for Hodaviah. Compar

Ezna
Ezra, accôrding to lewish tradition
Around 430 4.c., recording events between 538 and 430 e.c.

Many great men and women never gain celebrity status. They do their deeds in relative
obscurity, yet their contributions profoundly impact the lives of those who come after them.
Ezra wai just such a person. The book of Ezra details the Israelites' return to the land of Judah
after their captivity in Babylon. The book opens with the return of a large group of exiles and

the rebuilding of the Temple under Zerubbabel. Halfway through the book, we are introduced

lo Ëila, a scribe schooled in the laws of Moses. The book records how Ezra dealt with the
problems that arose, such as marriages between Israelites and non-l§raelites. After many
struggles regarding the rebuilding of the Temple, the proiect was finally completed and
dedicated to the glory of Cod. l

2, li:
)t -

77:

family
family

of Bani .

of Bebai
famill of Azgad
familyof AdoniLam. . . . .

family of Bigvai.
tamily of Adin.
family of Ater (descendants of Hezekiah)
family of Bezai

family of Iorah
family oI Hashum
family
people

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

t1

12

13

t4

t5

t6

17

ta

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ofGibbar.. ,

: of Bethlehem
Thepeopleof Netophah. . . . . .

The people of Anathoth.. . .

The people of Beth-azmavethx
The people of Kiriath-iearim,+ Kephirah,

and Beeroth
togoldbowls. .....30 26ThepeopleofRamahandGeba.

silverbowls . .. .410 27 Thepeopleof Micmash .. . . .

other items . . . 1,000 28 The people of Bethel and Ai . . .

zP ThecitizensofNebo . . . . . . .

rrlnall,therewere5,400articlesof goldandsilver.shesh- 30 Thecitizensof Magbish . .. . .

bazzar brought all of these along when the exiles went from rr The citizens of West Elam* . . '
BabylontoJerusalem. 32 Thecitizensof Harim.. . . .. .

l:laThefirstyearofC)rus'sleiSnoverBabylonwas538B.c. 1:lbSeerer25:11 l2;29:10. 18HeùewSheshbæzar,the
meaningofthisHebrewwordisuncenain.2:24AsinparalleltextatNehT:28;HebrewreadsAzmaueth.2:25Asinsome
version(seealsoNehT:29);Hebrewreads(iriatliaim- Z11otoftheotherElam.

ofludah.

2,81_
1,2ÿ

9{:

1,2L
66i

)n+
.4ÿ
..9I
.32:
. 11:
.2):
..9:
. 1):
..5i
128

..4-

{:,



.itizens of Lod, Hadid, and Ono.
:rtizens of Jericho
:itizensofsenaah. . . . . .
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6eand each leader gave as much as he could. The total of
ll:it. C,ftl came ro 6 I ,000 gotd corns,, 6 25ô p;;;;;; ;;
sltver. and 1 00 robes lor the priests.

1:c .+30 B.c.

. s:atus. They do the;r deeds in relative
ac: ihe llves of those who come after them.
.a,ls the lsraelites' return to the land of iudah

through
records

rge group of exiles aP:
book, we are introducr6

rli: rhe return of a la

. are the priests who returned from exile: ,.70So 
the priests, the Leütes, the singers, the gatekeepers,

amily of ledaiah trhrough rhe tine j11., I:,T1. servants, and some of rhe-common peopte set-'Ieshua) . . . . . q7 J ll:11! -rllig* near lerusalem. rhe resr o[ the'people re_
amilvof Immer f ,ôS: turned to theirown louns rhroughour lsrael.
,milyofPashhur t )a7

::milyof Harim . . . . ;';;; The Altar ls Rebuilt

.arerheLeviteswhoreturnedrrome*il., 
'"' 

3 il.iiiy'^i:::ilâ.#§i:T.ïï,?àtï,::S,:i#î,iil
:amilies of ]eshuâ and Kadmiet a unified purpcse. zThàn .làsirua son oll.iio)adak* joined-escendanrsofHodaüah). . . . . . . . T4 hisreuow'priàssr.dz.,;ù;;;;i;;;à1iîîriti.r*i,l,ni,
.insersof thefamlvof Asaph. . . . 12s famiry in iebuirding th;;r#;;â;'ëoà'ài ru.u.r. rl,.yratekeepers of the families of sha ilum, rvanred ro sacrifice b'u*i"?rËiir,g, ;d;Àtructed in the-er,Talmon,Akkub,Harlta,andshobai 

. . . . i39 Law of Moses,.th. *un oi Goàllrï;;tlioÏgh rhe people
-\cendants of the following TemDle servanrs." 1T:.:ftlidol thelocalresidents,theyrebuiltihealtaratits
.om exile: _ uru sre. I nen tney began to sacrifice burnt ol ferings on the
Hasupha, Tabbaoth, altar to the l.oRD each morning and evening.

., Siaha, padon, 4They celebrated the Festivàl of Shelterüs prescribed in
iah, Hagabah, Âkkub, the Law, sacrificing the number ofburnt offàii'ngs specified
,:, S^atriai,* Éanàn,-, for each_dayof the festival.-sThey afso offerea-tne regutai
::t,Gahar,ReaiaÀ, burnt offerings and the offerings requiredfor theïew

, Nekoda, Gazzam ooncelebrations andthe annual festiùis as prescribed by
, paseah, Éesai, the Lono. The people also gave voluntary oif-erings to thé
:, Meunim, Nephusim, LoRD. 6Fifteen days before ihe Festival oi SheiterJu.gun,i
-,t,uatuptra,riarnui,' the priests had bepn_to sacrifice burnt orrerings tô the,:h,Mehiàa,Harsha,, LoRD.Thiswasevenbeforetheyhadstartedtolayihefoun-
s,Sisera,temàh, 

_, 
dationoftheLoRD,sTemple.

:n, and Hatipha.

.'.i1xîil, of these servanrs of King soromon .. lü!ii{.'i:üi"ïi}.ïü:i$^ffi[".i3J,","0 o",rn,
dassophererh, peruda, 

Ëtrli:i t"# :iiïffl:i:i[. üs;:i:t*ulFm- Darkon, Giddel, from the iebanon mountains and floated along the coast of: itiah, Hattil, pokereth-hazzebaim, and Ami. the Mediterranàan s;;;;;;ü;; i;iïig ffi, nra gir.n
'e Temple servants and the descendants of snl- ptlTlssion for this.
lantsnumbered J92. - ëlne ron\truclion ot rhe Temple of Cod began in
lersrouprerumedatrhisrimefromrherownsof il"i',3il:$iJ.i:'#,*::ï:,:l*fi:ïi:ïJ[î:'J:',ffàYj

" Telharsha, Kerub, Addan, and Imrner. uowever; retumed frÀ exile, including Zerubbabel son of shealtiel,I not prove that thev or their famiiies were descen- Jeshua son of lehozadak andii, i;tüîi;i;, and ail theIsrael 6orhis group included the families of Leütes.TheLer.iteswhoweretwentyyear;oldorolderwere
cbiah. and Nekoda-a total of 652leople. put in chargà of r.nrirài"g-ti* iàîi,ti..iri.]',rn. *o.r,-,: ramilies_ofpriesrs-Hobaiah, Hakko;, and s3r- èrsattheTàmpr.of à;d;"e;;r;;;r.aüii"'rr.rru*,lrni,
r ierumed. (This Barziltai had manied a woman sons and relaitves, and Kaà;l;i;ffii, il;all descen_i descendant of Barzillai of Gitead, and he haà danrsof Hodaviah-Ih;y;;;;;lp;inir]iliilr.nytn.l.-
amily narne.l 62They searched for their names in vites of the family ot uenaaà0.
ogrcal records, but thev were not_-found, so they _ ro\\rhen the builders completed the foundation of the
.ill',tdligrnserving.aipriests.63Thegou.rnoi Lonotrempie,thepriesrsputonrherrrobesandtookrheir
lottoeatthepriests'shareoffoodfromrlhesacri- piacestoblô\{rhei.i**pËr; i;à;À.i.iti.r,i.r..noun,,
a priest could consult the LoRD about the matter ôJ asaph, ciashed their, cirmt.f , t.'pir* iïË'ià*r, 1rr, u,:e urim and rhummim-the sacred lors. King Daud had prescribdd. ;wiir.'pi.àirà iïà'iiranr<s, tney
.talof 42,3 60 people returned to Judah, 65in addi- san[ this song to the Lonn:

' ney took with them 7J6"horses, j+iîj.- 'He.rssogoodl

.is, and 6,720 donkeys. Hls laithful love for Israel endures forever!,,
\ey anived"t the Temple of the LoRD in.lerusa- Ihen all the people gave a great shouI, praising the LoRn be-thefamilyleaders madevoluntaryoflerings lo- cause the ràünàanon oftne LoRD,s Temple had been taid.-..building of God,s remple on itj originaisit., ,isui*rü;i,h. 

"il;;ri..iriËrii.i, ,r[iü* ,..0*,
':ernatereadingoftheMasoreticText(seealso-Neh7:48);theotheraltenaiereadsshamlai.2ÉgaHeùew6t,o0odqicsoftuld.abort's00kilogramsinweiPht.2:69bHÊbrehsoooaualj,ôôôlirogr.rir."iii'ü"u"*,r,nrnrinriÀinii.\i"y.iiil'.âï'.p*ri"a,

"lduringcrus\[ir(lvearr5J88' r^ 'eono\earrsl7B,.,.rr,"*iànih.o.iioirr,eàn,ienrHebretrrunarcalendiro(cureoMrhinrhe:mber/october538B.c.andoctober/Novemb€,.sjrr... îrH;#;,;îlà)ài,'Jrli"",,paringoftehozadak;alsoin3:8. 
3:6Hebrew')f the seÿenthmonth rhis dav in th; ân'ient-Heur", trnu.irt"nài. oi.rË"J*îrpi".r", 

". 
o?tober. The Festi*l of snerteàtegan on tnei\eseventhmonth 3:7HeÉruthesea:,au.ur.ïlrilr"i.iira#iii'.iili'fi*,nn,rr"uncienrHebrewiunârcarendaroccuned

of AprilandMa\5j68.( r:gHeore\',ru,'|/Ldrr'.".a-ririuià|i',i.'a"ro^ighrur.ou.reuar,ereaslhepropernameBrr-1.
5\anolhernamerorHodaviah,Compare2,4ol"r,z.q,irrio.'.i,ii

-: :ook
the
how Ezra dealt with the

:-ae ites and non-lsraelites. After many
:-: project was finally completed and

r!ho Returnèd with Zerubbabel
r. :; the list of the Jewish exiles of the proüncétl
-:::Êd from their captivity. King Nebuchaûrw
i-: ed them to Babylon, but now they retumeE @h
' ,: : the other towns in ludah where they oqdr
.1e jr leaders were Zerubbabel, Ieshua, Nehdl
R:elaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rdm

:t : :mber of the men of lsrael who retumè: iil

funiiyof Parosh
tuniÿofShephatiah . . . . . . .. . .

taniÿ of Arah.
funily of Pahath-moab (descendants

fleshua and Ioab)
funily of Elam
filnily of ZaEu
funily of Zaccai.
fanily of Bani .

funily of Bebai
fan§ of Azgad
Êrmy-ofAdonikam. . . . . . . . . .

fznih ot Bigvai.

frnily of Bezai
trniÿoflorah ......::
funilyof Hashum . . . . . . . . . . . : .

hmily of Gibbar
peopleofBethlehem . . . .

peopleofNetophah. . . . . . .. . . ..
people of Anathoth

r pople of Beth-azmaveth* .

:pople of Kiriath-iearim,+ Kephirah,
dBeeroth
rpeople of Ramah and Geba.

rpeopleofMicmash . . . . .

rpcople of Bethel and Ai . . .

lcitizens of Nebo
lcilizensofMagbish - . . . .

rcitizensof WestElam*. . .

:citizensofHarim :......
Èlo- 1 :8 HebrewsheshbüzaL the priflce of IuiU

I

-.. :: .-a,.r|eth. 2:25 Às insome Hebrewmar:iro'flIÜl

:.:-.. ..i
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who had seen the first Temple wept aloud when they saw
the new Temple's foundation. The others, however, were
shouting for joy. l:The ioyful shouting and weeping min-
gled together in a loud noise that could be heard far in the
distance.

Enemies Oppose the Rebuilding
/, The enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the ex-zf 

iles were rebuilding a Temple to the LoRD, the God of Is-
rael. 2So they approached Zerubbabel and the other leaders
and said, "Let us build with you, for we worship your God
just as you do. We have sacrificed to him ever since King
Esarhaddon of Assyria brought us here."

3But Zerubbabel, Ieshua, and the other leaders of israel
replied, "You may have no part in this work. We alone will
buildthe Temple forthe Lono,the God oflsrael,just as King
C),rus of Persia commanded us."

4Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten
the people of Judah to keep them from their work. sThey

bribed agents to work against them and to frustrate their
plans. This went on duringthe entire reign of King ô7rus of
Persia and lasted until King Darius of Persia took the
throne.+

Later Opposition under Xerxes and Artaxerxes
6Years later when Xerxes* began his reign, the enemies of
Iudah wote a letter of accusation against the people of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem.

TEven later, during the reign of King Artaxerxes of Per-
sia,* the enemies of ,udah, Ied by Bishlam, Mithredath, and
Tabeel, sent a letter to Artaxerxes in the Aramaic language,
and it was translated for the king.

8*Rehum the govemor and Shimshai the court secretary
wrote the letter, telling King Artaxerxes about the situation
in Jerusalem. eThey geeted the king for all their col-
leagues-the iudges and local leaders, the people of Tarpel,
the Persians, the Babylonians, and the people of Erech and
Susa (that is, Elam). loThey also sent greetings from the rest
of the people \,ÿhom the $eat and noble Ashurbanipal* had
deported and relocated in Samaria and throughout the
neighboring lands of the proünce west of the Euphrates
River.* t tThis is a copy of their letter:

"To King Artaxerxes, from your loyal subjects in the
province west of the Euphates River.

12"The king should know that the Jews who came
here to Jerusalem from Babylon are rebuilding this
rebellious and evil city. They have already laid the
foundaûon and will soon finish its walls. t:And the king
should know that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are
completed, it will be much to your disadvantage, for the
Iews will then refuse to pay their tribute, customs, and
tolls to you.

r4"Since we are your loyal subjects* and do not want
to see the king dishonored in this way, we have sent the
king this information. 15We suggest that a search be
made in your ancestors' records, where you will discover
what a rebellious city this has been in the past. In fact,
itwas destroyed because of its long and troublesome
history of revolt against the kings and counties who
controlled it. 16We declare to the king that if this city
is rebuilt and its walls are completed, the province west
of the Euphrates River will be lost to you."

rTThen King Artaxerxes sent this reply:

"To Rehum the govemor, Shimshai the court secreta4
and their colleagues living in Samaria and throughout
the province west of the Euphrates River. Greetings.

18"The letter you sent has been translated and readf,
me. 1eI ordered a search of the records and have four
that ]erusalem has indeed been a hotbed of insunectir
against many kings. In fact, rebellion and revolt are
normal there! 2oPowerful kings have ruled over
Jerusalem and the entire province west of the Euphrae
River, receiving tribute, customs, and tolls. 2lThereforr

issue orders to have these men stop their work. That cf,
must not be rebuilt except at my express command.
,2Be diligent, and don't neglect this matter, for we mr§
nct permit the situation to harm the king's interests."

23when this letter from King Artaxerxes was read to Il:
hum, Shimshai, and their colleagues, they hurried to Jerus
lem. Then, \{ith a show of strength, they forced the Jewsr
stop building.

ïhe Rebuilding Resumes
24So the work on the Temple of God in Ierusalem ha
stopped, and it remained at a standstill until the secondla
of the reign of King Darius of Persia.*

( At that lime i.he prophets Haggai and Zechariah sons
J Iddo prophesied to the Iews in Judah and lerusalen
They prophesied in the name of the God of Israel who w
over them. zzerubbabel son of Shealtiel and ieshua son î
Jehozadak+ responded by starting againto rebuild the T@
ple of God in lerusalem. And the prophgts of Godwere *ir
them and helped them.

3But Tattenai, governor of the proünce west of the Ei
phrates River,* and Shethar-bozenai and their colleagp
soon arrived in |erusalem and asked, "Who gave you pe
mission to rebuild this Temple and restore this structure'
4They also asked for the names of all the men working o
the Temple. sBut because their God was watching ow
them, the leaders of the Iews were not prevented frcr
building until a report was sent to Darius and he returnà
his decision.

Tattenai's Letter to King Darius
6This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai the govemo
Shethar-bozenai, and the other officials of the provini
west of the Euphrates River sent to King Darius:

7"To King Darius. Greeüngs.
a"The king should know that we went to the

construction site of the Temple of the $eat God in the
proünce of |udah. It is being rebuilt with specially
prepared stones, and timber is being laid in its walls.
The work is going forward \,ÿith $eat energy and
success.

e"We asked the ieaders,'Who gave you permission r
rebuild this Temple and restore this structure?'1oAnd
we demanded their names so that we could tell you wh
the leaders were.

lr"This was their answer: 'We are the servants of thr
God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the
Temple thatwas built here manyyears ago by a great
king of Isrâel. r2But because our ancestors angered
the God of heaven, he abandoned them to King

: : chadnezzar of Babylon,* who destro\ ec ,r .:
r,eand exiled thepeopie to Bab\lonid.,,Hc.

_ (yrus of Babylon,- during the first ÿear or ;r
. : i\sued a decree that the Tempje or God )no
: : iit._ t+King Cyrus returned the gold and silver

'ntebuchadnezzar had taken frôm the TemDlp
: n lerusalem and had placed in the temple of
. !0n. I hese cups were taken from that temple

)ented to a man named Sheshbazzar, whom Xi
s appointed as governor of Judah. r5The king

.-rcted him to return the cups to their place ii
. ,atem and to rebuild I he temple of Gôd there- .inal site. teSo this Sheshbazzar came and laid t

- ndations of the Temple of cod in lerusalem. Tl
ple have been.working on it ever since, though
\.et completed.,
r"Therefore, if it pleases the king, we request tl
,rch be made in the royal archivés of Baüylon t
0ver whether King Cyms ever issued a detree t' lltd cod s Temple in lerusalem. And then let th

- q send us his decision in this matter.,,

us Approves the Rebuilding- King Darius issued orders that a search be mi- . Babylonian archives, which were stored in th(:But it was at the forfress at Ecbatana in the proüI
: r that a scroll was found. This is what it saiâ:

t:morandum:
r"In the first year of King Clrus,s reign, a decree

:.t ôrrt concerning the Temple of Godit Jerusalen
Let the-Temple be rebuilt on the site where lew:

:d to offer their sacrifices, using the original
-ndations. Its height will be nin;ry feet,ind irs w:

be ninety feet.*.aEvery three layers of special\
Ddred stones \^/ill be topped bya layer oi timber-enses wilJ be paid by the royal treasury. sFurther
re, the gold and silver cups. which were taken to

: \ I0n by Nebuchadnezzar from the Temple of Gc
rsalem, must be returned to lerusale, ai,O prt U,
ire rhey belong. Lel them be taken back to ihe

:mple of God."

r.lng Darius sent this message:

'w therefore, Tafl enai, governor of the provinLe ..

:he Euphrates River,* and Shethar_bozàai, and ,
'eagues and other officials west of the eupfriite.. rer-stay away from there! zDo not disturb the

r nstruction of the Temple of God. Let it be rebuilt c

' original site, and do not hinder the govemor of .lr.r- d the elders of the Iews in their wor[.
E"MoreoveJ, I hereby decree lhat you are to help rh

rers of.the Jews as they rebuild thi; Temple of iod.
ru must pay the full construction costs, without del;

m my taxes collected in the proünce west of the
-lhrates River so lhat the work will not be interrupt.

e"Give the priests in Jerusalem lÿhatever is needec
: e way of young bulls, rams, and male lambs for the
rrnt offerings presented to the God of heaven. Anà
.thout fail, provide them with as much wheat, salt,

dnàic \?bù | hdàne aü the Chald?an. 5: I 3 k jng C)ru\ ol I e, r,Dnrmprre 
.6:., ArJmd;( lr h?i,qht bi|bp bOtubrriJ.2Z o mot .

.d rore"d Jt\ hpight will oe l0 I ubil( [4 5 têel o- I 1.8 meterir ,t .' orq.rmerer.l'.Lompate I KE\b./ Iteemenddhonrepdrdinorn
.o rn 6:6b.8. I J. 6:l I Aràmdx o ,tunghitt 6:15 \rina:-o"nf rTrd, àn be Cro(\.(hp(Led wlh dale\ tn curyiürg per.tan.eL, ...:"bt$ (:jk th? tourtp?Ith ddu ol the firit monlh. or rhe an, ienl reD

1p Uar'u\ ol Pers'à iq het p identil ied as rhe k,ng ot Ar.ÿrra he, o -.r 7:1a Artaxerxes reigned 465-424 B.c. Z:1t Or iescenaint':

4:5Dariusreigned52l-4868.c.4:6Hebrew, h6rero,anothernameforXerxes.Hereigned436-4658.c.4:TArtaxerxesreigned465-4248-c
4:STheoriSinaltextof4iS-6:lSisinAramaic.4'.l0al(awicOsnapp4/,anothernameforÀshurbanipal.4:l0bAramaictheproÿincebeAond.theriv
alsoin4:11,16,17,20 4:l41üafrai.Sinceweealthesaltofthepalace.4:24ThesecondyearofDaàus'sreignMs52OB.c.Tltenarativestartedin
4:1-5isresumedatverse) - 5:2Atamaiclozad4k,avariantspellingoflehozadak.5,3Arafiaictheprovincebeuondtheiuer;alsotî5,6.
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tlror King Artaxerxes sent this reply: I
To Kehum rhe govemor, Shrmshar the court secrt
and their colleazues liüns in Samaria and throuôil
the province west of the Èuphrates River. Greetiigl

ta'The letter you sent hai been translated and il
me. r;l ordered â search of the records and have fl
ülai lerusalem has indeed been a hotbed of insunul
ryinst many'rings. In facl, rebellion and revolt aI
ncrraal therel ,oPôwerful kings have ruled over I
l€rusalem and the entire proùnce west of the Eupal
R.iwr, receiüng rribute, cüstoms, and toils. zriheil
issue orders to have these men stoD their work. TItr
Hffi :fJ:ii l'"'i,iïJj::lt î,J:î'.::ilH
ffi :Ï:HTT:î:'ïiÏ:iÏ;ff.-ï
E, Shrmshai, and their colleigues, they hurried totl

i il,îi;#" 
a show of strerigth' itrev rorcea tnel

e Rebuildinçj Resumes t
o the work on the Temple of God in Jerusail
ffi.,il.li lÏü'ilîî,i 

aitandsti I I untir th .'{
.-: ::at nme the prophets Haggai and Zechariah d
-::r prophesied to the Jews in Judah and ]er,ü

:, :r Jphesied in the name of the God of Israel \itr,fl
: ::t:r.. 2Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Ieshua muil
:.::ak* responded by starting again to rebuild Êrkil
: :,1,--i i n Ierusalem. And the prophets of God \r.ezrm
: ::.d helped them.
l i: lâttenai, governor of the proünce west oi fu,&
.:<: River,* and Shethar-bozenai and their co-É[ü
: ,:r.\'ed in Jerusalem and asked, ,,Who 

gave r,:uç',
'.:: io rebuild this Temple and restore this strrad
:; :.so asked for the names of all the men u'cEtqil
..:.rle. sBut because their God was \,ÿatchE il- :-e leaders of the Jews were not prerente: m
:::. unül a report was sent to Darius ànd he ræ
I i - l:.:111.

tÊnai's Letter to King Darius
: .: , .opy of the letter that Tattenai the g:tm
-r'l:zenai, and the other officials of the lxm' ' : . - F - ol' rares River sent to King Darius:

l- :,::.i Darius. Greetings.. - :. ilng should know that we \,ÿent to the

-:::rr:on site of the Temple of the $eat C,oü û !ü,
. : . ::e of fudah. It is being rebuilt with specalr
:=:,:.,i stones, and timber ls being laid in its h*"
:i ., t:i t) EOi:,8 fon\,ardwlth$eatenerg).a.i
-,-:i:
- . . : :, . :: -: : :eaders, 'WhO gave yOU perl:rMt

::_ : - :,.:t:_eandrestorethisstructure),1r@r
. :.- :: ::: ::eir names so thatwe could tet gg.r*
. 

- : : ,,, a! their answer:'We are the sena..:! û"Iffi
: : - 

=, . eiL and earth, and we are rebuildir: :r
r : '- :- ,rà. built here many years ago br i ;*n.

: - : -r::ei lzBut because our ancestors argz-{4
' : : -.:rpn,heabandoned themto IC;

i :- : : .1. 0--165 B c. 4:7 Artderxes reigned 465<-1 ù
iii-:lanipal. 4t10b lüamaic the toÿin eb-4u Iffi

. : Ddr.u(\ relgn wds 520 s c. llte nanan.r irul
.: .\- lhe protince beAond the iuq also it 5:6

poge285...EZRA7
-nadnezzar of Babylon,+ v/ho de.stro]ed this wine, and,olive oil as they need each day. roThen theyr -e and eded rhe people ro Babyloni;. i 3However, wiiiËe àîr" to orte. ,;.;;ir;l;;;irîJÉ, to tn" coa or- - i'r'us of Babylon,* during rhe firsr year of his heaven and pray i".ih; ili;;. ;ï. ting uno norssued a decree that the Temple of God should be sons.'rlKingClrusreturnedlhegoldandsilvercups 

n,,Thosewhoüolateïhisdecreeinanywaywill 
havebuchadnezzar had raken from rhe Tempte oi , u.uÀpurt.a iiorn ,ïàii ii"Jà'ii,il iirJv wrrr ue treaIerusalem and had placed in rhe remple of i"li;;d'Àogged, and their house wil be reduced ro arn. These cups were taken from thar tèmple and pi. ài.'ürË- ,r,r.luyin. i"à ù" r,r, ciràr.n tn. .ity. ited to a man named Sheshbazzar, whom King 5i'È.rrrÈ. *tne piace to nonoi irl, ni*" o.rt.oy unyappointed as govemor of ludah. rsThe^ king " lin! orîàiion tnut viorates ü.'is coÀn,ànà ,no o.rt oy,.red him to retum. the cups to their place in tniifempfe.

em ano to rebuild the Temple of Cod there on its ,,,I. 
Darius, have issued this decree. Let it be obeyedrl site. 1650 this Sheshbazzar came and taid the *irn jüiiig.n.. ,,

-tjons of the Temple ol God in f erusalem. The
: have been working on it ever since, though it is The ïemple,s Dedication.l completed.'
hereiore, i f it pleases rhe ki ng, we request that l1I:I:::'g:*.*or of the proünce wesl o[ the Euphrates
n be made in the royur ur.nir?r oi'sliuion'i;' L'|I:3n9-lhlthur-bozenai and their colleagues complied
r whettrer xing Criri;;;;i;;.; :::'-:i: :: at once with the.command. of King Dariu5. ,;So the lewish

r coat rempieïn i;iliil:;;Ï,i:::::i,': elders conlinued their work, and fi.y w.re g.-eatly encour-
,1d us his decision in ,hjr ru,,.ru.,,,'.,' 

,", ,n" aged bv the preaching of the propneis uaggii and Zechari_' ah son of Iddo. The temple wis final\,frniiËed, as had been

ifI;:H:1ff"T"*i:ï,il:,, 
s^.r-L L * , :'",iTiâi'i,'-'.Il:,.:,iii1iË::iËi,ï':ïïtTffi:;:;

::bylonianarchives,wirichwere§Xrrilifil:î.i:| comPletedonMarcnlz,*auîringineiutrvearorxingoa-

,fJiilli*:l?friïîii:Tliil:iî,,I:provinceor - Lii,iiiUry or cod was then dedicated \,ÿth $eat ioy

:l.^li:*jl:jKIg Ci,nrs's reign, a decree was dedicatlon ceremony_for the Temple oi iiào, roo yËrng
I r.concemlng the Temple of God at Jerusalem. bulls, 200 rams, and 400 male lam^bs were sacrificed. Anà
the Temple be rebuilt on the site where fews 1 2 male goats were presented as a sin offering for the
offerthe_ir sacrifices,using the originzl twelvetribes of Israel. reThen the priests anJievites were

'ji?lt: 
T: l.]clt *ll.be ninety feet, and its width diüded into their various diüsions io serve at the Temple of

nlnety teet.*.aEvery three layers of specially God in Jerusalem, as prescribed in the Book of Moses.
0 srones Wlil be lopped by a la),er of timber. AII

Ps wll be paid by the royal treasury. sFurther- Celebration of passover
1e Sold and sllver cups,which were taken to reOn April 2 I * the returned exiles celebraled passover.

:, by Nebuchadnezzar from the Tempre of.Godjn ,irr. piürt, ,no reütes had purified themserves and were:m, must be returned to Ierusaremand pur back ce...ônirrr-ÿ ir.rn so rhev;;;;hi;;àlii. iïirou.. ru.u.hey belong. Let them be taken back to the 6;;ii rh;À*.d exrles, for rheir feliow priesrs, and for: of God " themserves. ,,f1,. p.;;;;;;iiilr;;i;; üti. peopte of
larius sent this message: Israel who had rerurned from exile and by th'e othàrs in the

ilererore,rlnenai,sovernorortheproyincewest :iT$,i:ilif,li:"Ë5.t1?i,tl;:llffi:lll;tÏJi:;:l*:
:uphratesRiver,*andshethar-bozenai,andyour Festival of unleavened sreaa roise;à;'jair-.'rn... *u,
-es and other officiars west of rhe Euphrarei great ioy throughort rr" rrrà u.ürrà ri. iâii nro .rrr.o-stayawayfromthere! zDonotdisturbthe 

.. tire ting or As"syria* to u. iaroiimà iît"n".Ë ,o tr.,at n.'''tion of the Temple of cod. Let it be rebuilt on helped ihem tà râbuila tnà rernpÈ Jèàà,i'r,. ëoa or rr.r.r.'rdl site, and do not hinder the governor of rudah
elders of the Iews in their wor[. Ezra Arrives in Jerusalem-eover, I hereby decree that you are to help these 7 Many years laier, during the reign of King Artaxerxes ofthe.lews as.they rebuild this Temple of God. ./ p.iil'ri tt àr. *as a man named Ezra. He was the son+ of-st pay the full construction costs, without delay, seraian,sôn oitariah, son of Hilkiah, zson of shallum, son, taxes collected in the province west of the of Zaaot, iàn of Ahitub, 3son of Amariah, son of Azariah,es River so that the work will not be interrupted. roniorÏ..riài1r,.son of Zerahiah, son of uzzi, son of Bukki,-l the priests in Jerusalem whatever is needed in tson or aÙisnua, son of phinehas, son of Eleazar, son olrf young bulls, rams, and male lambs for the. aaron tire nffinest.* rrhis Ezra was a scribe who was well'lerings presented to the God of heaven. And versed in thàLw- of Moses, which the LoRD, the God of Isra-:ai], provide them with as much whear, sarr, a, naàgivàn tolne p.opi"àriiirài.'ij. .àà1 ,pï y..urrr..
"buchadnezzarthechaldea' 5i13K:ngcrusofPersiaishe.eidentifiedasthekingotBabylonbecausepersiahadconqueredthei 6:3Aramai\h\hetehtù.t,r, À,).,irir.,,27.6Tplnrsl,ra,iiriàiiUtiil"À;rrrlçtli\!omnonrvhptdlhalrl-i\ver\e\hourobe
i it§heishtwillbelo'u"bitsl+5feet*r:.rmetà.s)À'Ën!Àüiiti"âôl,iii,lisior."t,or2T.6metersl,andirswidrhwirbe20cubits
"(rr':LompàrerKtsbl rhpe-,end,r,unrcg.rdingrhewïorrrl,ràp"n"àürir,àrr.",re*ion e:aÀr'am"i,",i'ir:;;';;n;ooronr,*811. 6:'llÂramarrr4rrqr,1, 6:i5\ma.,"-nne*,,ana[irniÀiiriÀaar.or,f"anc.euHebreutundr(;Jendar.Anuroeror: beoos\-che'kedwilhdàlesrnsunl!lng.Persianrecordsantireiite'di-riuiàiyi"àrr^"a"-calendar.ThisdavwasMarcht2,5I5B.c
-lPlouneP4thd1uotthelir<tnontn o-r1ç..1,1-11"6"*..r,ri.rf"Ào.lftir'à**dcAp.il2l 5t58,:al\osernorpolbl:rl Persia is here idenhfied as lhe krnÊ of-{ss!ia u...u* r".,iu r,iàiÀn[r"reàiïiÏaryronian rmpire, which included th€ earlier Asslrrân, ,r:a\erxesreigned465-4248.c. Tt.lbOtdescendant.see) cfr.e,i+. 

-7iô.a"..?addrr;see 
1 Chr6:6-t o. 7:sOrthefistrne.n
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from Babylon, andthe kinggave him ever).thinghe asked for, your God's laws to govern all the people in the proÿrn3
because the gracious hand of the LoRo his God was on him. west of the Euphrates River. Teach the law to anyon€
Tsome of the people of Israel, as well as some of the pilests, who does not know it. 26Anyone who refuses to oberllt*.
Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and Temple servants, traveled law of your God and the law of the king will be punistrer
up to Jerusalem wlth him in the seventh year of King Arta- imm^ediatelv, either by death, banishment, confiscatior,
rerxes'reign. ofgoods, or imprisonment."

tEzra arrived in Jerusalem in Augrst+ of thatyear. eHe had
arranged to leave Babylon on April 8, the first day of the nsr,v Ezra Praises the LORD

year,+ and he arrived at Jerusalem on August 4,+ for the gra- 2TPraise the LoRD, the God of our ancestors, who made th
cious hanci of his God was on him. loThis was becauss 9712 king want to beautif,v the Temple of the LoRn in Jerusaler
had determined to study and obey the Law of the LoRD and to 28And praise him for demônstrating such unfailing love t
teach those decrees and regulations to the people of Israel. me by honoring me before the king, his council, and all hl

mighty nobles! I felt encouraged because the gracious haru

Artaxerxes, Letter to Ezra of the LoRD my God was on me. And I gathered some of th
lrKingArtaxerxeshadgivenacopyofthefollowinglett..lo leadersoflsraeltoreturnwithmetoJerusalem.
Ezra, the priest and scribe who srudied and taught the com-
mands and decrees of the L.RD to Israel: " Exiles Who Returned with Ezra

O Here is a list of the fàmily leaders and the genealogies o
r2x"From Artaxerxes, the king of kings, to Ezra the O those who came with me from Babl,lon duling thàreig
priest, the teacher of the law of the God of heaven. of King Artaxerxes:
Greetings.

r3,,Idecreethatanyofthepeopleoflsraelinmy 2 FromthefamilyofPhinehas:Gershom.

kingdom, including tÂe priesisiialàrl"i *iV ' From the family oI Ilhamar: Daniel

volunteer to return to lerusalem wiÀ1"u. iii iâa ,y From the family of Daüd: Hattush, sa descendant

council of seven hereby instruct you to conduct an of Shecaniah'

inquiry inro rhe sluatiôn in luààirinJl.iriil.*, À^.a From the family of Parosh: Zechariah and 1 50 other

on yoür God's law, which is in your hand. l swe alio , "- 
men were registered'

commissionyoutotakewithÿousilverandgold,which 
4 t'romthefamilyof Pahath-moab: Eliehoenai son

wearefreerypresentingasanà*eiiütoihËiü;i* , r,"TI;:,â,s,ii?;:.!,ltiifffihsonofrahazierisrael who lives in ierusalem.
r6"Furthermore, you are to take any siher and gold . -- 

and 300 other men'

rhat you may obtain rrom the ffi;'.;i';;üyËfi;; ' ""fi iil:*lrror 
Adin: Ebed son or lonathan and

well as the volunlary oiferings of the people and the
priests that are pre;ented fo; ri; i;nip-t"eii,rràiiëàa ,. 7 From the family of Elam: leshaiah son of Athaliah and

ierusalem. r zThèse donations are to be used specifically 
" ".,'o 

otn"t *tn'
ior rhe purchase of bulls, rams, riLate lambs, and the ''1T,t1t^f:T1Y:llephatiah: Zebadiah son of Miclc
appropiiategrainofteringsand liquidofferings,allof e E..ano 

Üuolnermen'

wiiicirwn uàonered on üe altarti mg i.*pï àr y"u, "'î;Xt lXT#.of 
Joab: obadiah son of Iehiel and

God in Jerusalem l'Anv silver and gol9.lÏt"11,*1::i ro From the family of Bani+: shelomirh son or Iosiphiahmayle used in whatever way you and your colleagues 
and 1 60 other men.feel is the will ofyour God,

re,,But as for the cups we are enrrusting to you for rhe " ""fi 
t}ï:ligof Bebai: Zechariah son of Bebai and

serviceoftheTempleofyourGod,deliverthemallto rz ç.,
the God or |erusald*. .ri vou nËËàlîr;Ë;Ëï; '' t'"#Jlitd|l'i';or Azsad: Iohanan son or Hakkatan

your God's Temple or for any similar needs, you may r i From the family of Adonikam, who came later*:
take it from the royal treasury.

..2r"r,Arraxerxestheking,herebysendthisdecreero ,.,,jiTfflit*ii'jrt*ffiilîi#l:r::."Jlfif ii,r,-
all the treasurers in the province west of the Euphrates men.
River*:'You are to give Ezra, the priest and teacher of
the law of the God of heaven, whatever he requests of Ezra's lourney to lerusalem
you. 22You are to give him up to 7,500 pounds* of silver, r5I assembled the exiles at the Ahava Canal, and we cam;l
500bushels*ofwheat,550gallonsofwine,550gallons thereforthreedayswhilelwentoverthelistsofthepes
of olive oil,x and an unlimited supply of salt. 23Be careful and the priests who had arrived. I found that not one LeS
to provide whatever the God of heaven demands for his had volunteered to come along. r650 I sent for Eliezer,Aü
Temple, forwhy shouldwe riskbringing God's anger Shemaiah, Elnathan,rarib,Elnàthan, Nathan, Zechariairr
against the realm of the king and his sons? 241 also Meshullam, who were leaders of the people. I also sentu
decree that no priest, Levite, singer, gatekeeper, Temple Ioiarib and Elnathan, who were men oa discernment. r 4!a
servant, or other worker in this Temple of God will be them to lddo, the leader of the Leütes at Casiphia, to I
requiredtopaytribute,customs,ortollsofanykind.' him and his relatives and the Temple servants to serüûr

2s"Andyou, Ezra, are to use the wisdomyour God has ministers for the Temple of God atJerusalem.
givenyou to appoint magistrates and judges who know lssince the gracious hand ofour Godwas on us,the) ti

7:8 Hebtew in thefrfth morrfu. This month in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occuned within the months of August and September 458 B.c. il
7:9aHebtewonthefirstdaAofthefirstmonth,oftheancientHebrewlunarcalendar.ThisdaywasApril8,458B.c.;aisoseenoteon6:15.7:gbHebro
onthefrrstdaAofthefiÏthmorth,oftheancienlllebrew)ùnarcalendar.ThisdaywasAugxst4,458B.c.;a]soseenoteon6115.7:l2Iheoriginalte{c,,
7:l)-)6i5inAramai(.7i21qtàmartheprtuin(pbeAondthenuet:al\on72\ 7i22a\ràmaicl00ldlprt.l34OO\iloFdmsl. T:22bÀramai(
,00.orsll8.2kiloiiters). Ti22cAramaicl01bdrhs[2.lkiloliters]ofdne,100bathsofoliueoil. 8:5AsinsomeGreekmanuscripts(seealsolEsdr li
8i32);HebrewlacksZartu.8:lOÀsinsomeGreekmanusqipts(seealsoltsdrasS:36);HebrewlacksBaui. s:130rühouereth;lastofhisfamil|. \
8: l 4 As in Greek and Slriac versions and an altemate readjng of the Masoretic Text; the other altematereads Zûbbud. r

,med Sherebiah, along wilh eighteen ol. -\. He was a very astute mdn and a descer
:,j,!ÿas a descendant of fevi son of fsiaài.i

:.r I-lashabiah, logether with lestralanJro.rrrs or Meran, and hvenry of his sons and brzu rempte servants. The lemple servants \. ro rhe Leures_a group of reÉpte woitàis
d by King Daüd anà nis'oificiats,rirey-weiài

:tne.
r.nd there by the Ahava Canal, I gave orders
l?,f_1sl 

and humhle ounetves be-fore oui-Gr
I i::]]le-yîurd cive us a safe journey ano pà
^ll,jl:1, ll.d our goods as we rraveted. ziFor

. ea roasktheking [orsoldiersand horsemen]: .ny us.and protect us rrom enemies aiànf irl]: *T,hu.d rold rhe king, .Our 
Coa,s hand Ëii

.91 
ul ,lo worship him, but his tierce in e,r' those. \ryho abandon him.,, .rSo we taiteàîprayed that our God would ute care àiù,,

- 0ur prayer.

lil,",I:q tuetve iearlers of the priesrs_Sher
tar, and.ten ol her priests_:sfo bô in cnrrg. ;i-^ll:.t,lu3r,rhe gotd, rhe gold borvls. and-iÀe

, 

drr ne «lng, hrs counci I, his offic ials, and all thr§rder nad presented lor the Temple of Go.d the rreasure as I gave ir ro tnem ani iounjite as follows:

. .ons* of silver,' r0 pounds+ of silver articles,
'u pounds of gold,

- rtd bowls, equal in value to I ,000 gold coins,^
" articles ol poiished bronze, as precious
: SoJd.

: l1-i-t^1i9 to.these_priests, ,,you 
and these treasn set apart as holy to the Lono. This silver anà-

n laryoffering to the LoRD, the God of our. uni.l_rr.rese rreasures well until you present them tc_ 
?rrests, lhe Leviles, and the ieàders of fsiaàf,"rh them at the srorerooms ôf the i"Jr'i'..pf
m." roso the priests and the Levlles Àcîêitôà
ransportin€ these rreasures of silrer;il;;i;î: . ot our God in Jerusalem.

li:I:^:l:l.1t rhe Ahava canai on Aprir I s. .r ro^,-erusatent. And the gracious hanà of our.",i::,1, sdveo us trom enemies and bandits a.,.ro we arrrved sa{ely in Jerusalem, wheàrr three davs

^,: I?:rll-q1y , r rer our arrivar, I he s i lver, gord. a

li?1.: y:* weiBhed ar rne rempre oiiui cusred to Veremolh son of Uriah rfi. pri"rrînà
on"ot phinehas. along \r.ith JoTabad rbn oîpri
lr-al 

son ol- Binnui_both of whom ,.r. f., i:,-.ng was.accounted for by number and weis
orar wetgnt was o[ficially recorded.

ll1.;..111!: who.had come our of caplivty §a.
:ll 9r,.l,.nqs to rhe God or rsraet. rnËy prÉsàni,

, ,lJs 
lor all lhe people of Israei, as well as ninpr\,(r sev^enrv.seven male iambs. rley also oiier.,re-goals,as,a sin offering. ntt this was $reni:)ring.ro the LoRD. 3ôThe king,s decre., *ir. àji.: hlghest offi( ers and the g"overnors ot rhe nrn,

Jr,rne tuphrates River,, who then cooperarJ,i"r
g the people and the Temple of Cod

he-namc lnal^uo-d gdve I o là\oo. gi22 ot, naia..p- g_2.
".]i::19, 8i27Hebrp|ÿ Lo00dïr..abou ,cp :::- l.n"orewlunat(dlendar. Ihi\da\ kd.Ap.t, i9 :_.Bi .l

T

i
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rtr God's laws to govem all the people in the profl
§ of tle Euphrates River. Teach the law to anvoil
lo,loes not know it. 26Anyone who refuses to 6bt
roil'our Cod and the lawolthe king will be punf
mediately, eilher by death, banishment, confiscail
gmds, oiimprisonment." I

#il'."i*:,i:[id or our ancesrors, *no *J
s"nt to beautifylhe Temple ol the Lono in Jerud
I praise him for demonsrrating such unfailing bl
y'ironoring me before the kingihis council, aridl

ItË;iiHIlff :*fl:}}îrmii:i:'-il
s Who Returned with Ezra I
I6e is a list ot the family leaders and th. g"n.ulçl
rme who camewith mé fromBabylon aürine th;l
!8.{naxerxes: I

ilil:i:illï3[i,i,'#:li;îiiii'* I
xn the familÿ of Daüd: Hattush, ra descendant !
Ïi-ttl:'1"iîlîl]l., rrrosh: zechariah ano ,ro "J
*îîîfirif,ilï,',î;th-moab: erierroenai son I
ofZerahiahând 200othermen. I

#il[*ti:dtT;ï:ï"l;îTlH

*ffi*-*,:n;ïï:ïïïï"-l
il*ti' ,i*:ï:ffi:::ïf,
m the lamilv of Bebai: Zechariah son, *tÉl
1l iniil,T'il.r o,sad: r ohanan son or r*J
m the family of Adonikam, h-ho came,.r* I
."tuJ:'ijJîî'j,'J*iîrilfl li::."#f :ffi I
r Journey to Jerusalem
.:--: led the exiles at the Ahaya Canal, and r.t :mrntll
--: rrree days while Iwent over the lists o::* ldlf
= :::ists \ÿho had arrived. I found that no: :ft ]ill
-: ..e:ed to come along. te561 ,an,,or E:-:=.. *l

: ":. a,1athan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Ze::,rulilll
..-,:: nho were leaders of the people. I ^ ;: rmdü[t
:: : :lnathan,who were men of discemra-i']fr,
.- lilo the leader of the Levites at Cas.:,:* ilMI{L-: : r(ldtive5 and the lemple servan i :: r!8dlr
.:, . :r the Temple of Cod at Jerusalem.
:. -. :: e gracious hand of our God was or: -.,, î:rp,ü
r ^ . ::Émonthsof AugustandSeptember458 :
: ::. ..:! f lril 8, 458 B c.;also see note on 6:15. 7 * .ffi
:-:: : :: r j a ; also see note on 6:15. Z:12 ]li€ a---.; rm ry
2:: --: l0Otapn\ ll.40Okitogràm,l 7:22o,r
':.::. ::. 8t5Asinsome Greek manuscripBr<È :tï ]M
::r-:, .::ks 8ail1. 8:13 Or uho uerc thela§:..' 1 i@
- .- . -..-- .te tead\ Zabbud..

poge287...tZAA9

ll^:iii1*:Ti:ll,rlonswrrh eishteen of his sons Ezra,s prayerconcernins tnrermarriase
,'t,9-*9'! à.,.u"aili'fià,ï:f,,1$ir::i.ilîtii:i 9 H:',in*. 

tn,.g, n.aï." à"nl,ii.'r.u,n r.,a..,
1' Hashabiah, togeri,ài*ï ràsnaian from,r,. aàl i*'1"fi{!i,ii,fliji*#iT].ii:i:f,.":*ii.:ïiîkl1ts of Merari, and tuentv of his sons and brotheri, iËfrïr'r.prr,. from the other peoples living in the land.,t0Tempteservanrs.ThéTemDteservanrs*.;";r: 

iî;;fuiËiut.nrprhedetestabiepraclicesofrheCanaan-lo Ihe Leütes-a srouD of remple workers fir.si ir i,.i'Hiiii,.r, ?erizzires, Iebusitesl ,rÀ.Tnit.r, Moabires,: bv KinS Daüd and his officials. Thev *.r. rii Iiiràa ialpiiliÏjr"a Amorires. 2For rhe men of rsraer have mar_
.rthere bv the Ahava Canar, r^'ave orders ,",.,', liilJr'#:#':*J\îî^r.;Bü;:ll,u.:lmi*r,gtast and humble ourserves y-o.I. oy,- c"a. wà üi ri.r.'.i-.a marriages. worse yer, the leiders and offi_' hathewourdgiveusasafleiourneyandprotecrus, 

iârrÀrrËi.otrr.*ayinthisourrase.,.dren'andoursoodsu'*.t,,ru.i.d,ip;;ï*;;'";i"h.;i;.rr;ili;;ilï;.'b:*andmyshirr,pu,ed
Jtoasktheklngforsoldiersandhorsemen"toac- 

nairïrom'myneaar"Ju.àià,r,iol],àorniunerrystroct 
eo.

- v us and protect us from enem,ies along the "y 
;îrr.ïîil *}'o trembled at the r4/ords of ttre God of Israer'^ehadrordtheking,"ourGoo'sr,ana'orfioier-J;;r;d;r*tnr.u..rrr.àiii,iior-nreà.orrin.aby

.,dll whoworshiphim,burhisfierce.angd,,ug;, 
th.;;;;riË.aexites.anatsarthereurrerl)alpaueduntittherose who abandon him.,, 2rso we fasled ano .î, iiràïiiÀîLvenrng sacrifice.

:!i:,*:'ourGodwouldlakecareotur,anJËe 
"'roiin.i'r."r,hesacrifice.rstooduprromwhererhac

'::'üii.y"1n:,;?*Ïi::1,i55'.';";,'.y'oon' i?l.l iTii,ilï,illJ,":',"H:';;'rJ ff3;iüilil; 
;;;

ne sllver, the gold, the gold bowls, anàthe other ,,OmyGod,Iamufterlvashamed;Iblushtoliftupmy
,rheking,hiscouncir,hisofficjats,ânairi rn.p.à. ri.ïoï1, lororr.i^rrïàpirààr.,igË.,r,ti.rrorrn.uar,-ael had presented for lhp I emple or codl 

':it 
i.à.r,- g" I, r,r, rea.tr.o ràlnàiàui.n, 'i'rro. 

ti,. ary,r lhe treasure as I gave it to them and found the to- of àr, ,n"c.rto., untjr no\l., ue have been steeped in sin., as follows: 
That is \.1,h).\,-e.and our ktngs and our priests have been

s+ of silver, at the mercy of the pagan kings or tÂeiunï. w. i,ur.
pounds+ of silver articles, been killed, capturea,ionUealanà àirg.;.i0,;rrr rr *.oounds ofgold, are today.
J bowls, equal in value lo I ,000 gord coins,- 8"Bul now we have been given a brief moment or
.rticlesofpolisheduronr.,rrpr"àori'"' grdce,rorrheL.RDourcoaiuirroïàuii*orrrto
. ,ro. suMveasaJemnant. He_hasgiven ussecurityinthis

said ro rhese priesls,,,y.u r*llf,: rreasures [ix,?i::,?i..,".î:ff,i,f:i..ï#i.,rr.",#;.;.)et aparr as hory to rhe LoRD. This-sirv.,. ,no gàtà iùî.r,iriin r.,i, uniairing rove our Goj did nor abandonaryofferingto rhe Lonr, the God of ou.uni.rt"oü ,ii"irrir*oy_rnsread, he caused the kings of persia' ese tredsures weil unrir vou nresen l-them to rhe Lo ràài* i--oruuy. He reüved us so we co-urd rebuirdesrs, the Levires, and the reàaers of tsraet, whà ii'. rï*pi.orou. coo ana repaii irs n,rs. H. nrs giu.n. rhem ar the storerooms of lhe romt reÀpll'rn ,, , piài[i,i* *ril in ludah and lerusalem.]0So lhe priests and the Leütes accepted the *Ianà no*,, our God, what (an we sayatter all
TflÏ]ili:::giflT'es or sitver ana gàià1o ihà or,niiiilon.. ugain we have abandoneâ your

: oke camp âi *,. ai,à,. c*.r 
"LlBil 1?l:{ ;"trÂii';ùli;:iiXÏ::1îl:îT§"rtHS,:,: ,,o Ierusalenl And the gracious hand of our God iorrîry'iàiir.a-uyrhe deresrable pra( rit er-or 15s pq6p1s.andsavedusfromenemiesandbanditsalong iüür;;;; rromonpendtorheorher. lhelandislilled:t"..Ttr,l"'t* sarelv in lerusare., ;h;;;Ë 

"iii 
",;;:;, ., 2Don r rcr \our daughrers marry their

, fourrh day after our arrivat, rhe sitver, gotd, and ;i}:i ?:$:tj-\: lle i r daugh ters as wire, fà. vour sons.

'ures 
were'weign.J,itiiË'îii"pr.;i";;c;; ;;;;:l;ii;:i.:1il',i:::ff,:JSJ,'"îgîîyf,1iiî"

d ro Meremorh son of u ria h rÉ" pri.rt unà iÀ ino,.g u.à ,rir t .n io)- rhe good things thô iand proouces,' 
0 [ Ph inehas arong \.vith ]orabad ràn or üri,ru ,rà ,E - ,iri rea\ e rhrs prosperiry ro your ch irdr en^ son of Binnui-borh of whom were tevitei i;;;,;r- "
- vÿas accounted for by number and weight, ,l \o*,,' weight was orricirliyiÉ."iàË0. *.r"ài",1'i,lj.^l:,:TLrli:l* because orour
- exires who had come our or capriv*y sdcri ffi^{,}:ii;J[i:fl:fl1âJ,'.ii:il:,:..fsl]l*r,rterin's ro rhe God of rsraer rr',éu prËr.niàà ffiiil;à some o[ us ro survive as a remianr. ,rBut:or a[the people ofrsraet, as weil +;in;ÿ;;; ;;;;;,;;;,.,srin breakingyourcommandsand.1'entv-seven male lambs. They also.offâred *t*",Ji"rtrgrl*npeoplewhodothesedetestable, roats as a sin offerins. Au trri1y11 srvel q; à inÀài. wà"1, y"u. anger be enough ro desrro)_ us, so rhar'q to the LoRD. 16l he krng's decrees wlte deliv_ .r.nîi, littt. ,..nnant no longeriurvives? rsô Lono,^'hesr officers and rhe governors ot rhe prov_ à;;;i'i;;;l y.r rre jusr. We come before you in ourp Euphrates River'+ who rhpn rooperarâd by grirr .r ;àihi^g orr an escaped remnant, though in suchpeople and the Temple ol Cod. i .onàitiàn.non. of us can stand in your prese_nce.,,
.i;lr"§"r1r;[J:#itrol;ll^olir1r3l,/, .8:26aHebrew65olat?nt\t))mpricrcnst 8:26bHebreq r00trte\t\ ]1r.
"ru.u.,,r"nàui lr,i,à;;;ifi;iT8':,i;i"T:i;".::lJl:rJtï!,XS:'rJ;l,fmX1;1;i;i;fi;";,:':,: - ,
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EZRA'l 0...pose288

The People Confess Their Sin

, 0 ffi:li.ïiËi:§i3ffi trffJH:iili',îil3iiîf ifl;
Temple of God, a very large crowd of people from Israel-
men, women, and children-gathered and wept bitterlywith
him. 2Then Shecaniah son of fehiel, a descendant of Elam,
said to Ezra, "We have been unfaithful to our God, for we
have married these paganwomen ofthe land. But in spite of
this there is hope for Israel. 3let us now make a covenant
with our God to divorce our pagan wives and to send them
away rvith their children. We u/ill follow the advice given by
you and by the others who respect the commands of our
God. Let it be done accordingto the Lawof God. aGet up, for
it is your duty to tell us ho\,ÿ to proceed in setting things
straight. We are behind you, so be strong and take action."

5So Ezra stood up and demanded that the leaders of the
priests andthe Leütes and allthe people oflsrael swear that
they would do as Shecaniah had said. And they all swore a
solemn oath. 6Then Ezra left the front of the Temple of God
andwent tothe room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib. He spent
the night* there \,ÿithout eating or drinking anything. He
was still in mouming because of the unfaithfulness of the
returned exiles.

resentatives by name. On December 29,x the leadf,
down to investigate tle matter. rrBy Marcii 27, the firCl
of the newyearf* they had finished dealing with all thel
whohadmârried pafanwives. " 

I
Those Guilty of lntermarriag" I
r8These are the priests who had married pagan wives: I
From the family of Ieshua son of Jehozadak+ and his I

brothers: Miaseiah, Eliezer,laiib, and Gedaliah. I
reThey vowed to divorce their wives, and they each I
3i*?$1ot"o 

*tir guilt bvorrering a ram as a suirl
2oFrom thefamilyof lmmer: Hanani andZebadiah. I
2rFrom the famiÿ of Harim: Maaseiah, Eliiah, Shemaiatl

Iehiel,andUzziah I
22From the family of Pashhur: Ëlioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmil

,,,i:Tîil".ï.ï:: ÏÏ'i'I *,,*,,o-u a sr,i.l
Kelaiah(also called Kelita), petËahiân, tuaair, ânO .l

.*,, O *. ,,rg.r who was guitÿ: Eliashib. I

NnrunurAt
luthor Possibly Ezra, alLhough Nehemiah.

_ contributed to the book
\ ritten Around 430 B.c.
,ntent lt is easy to analyze, scrulinize, ano

peopte who will do something abo
such a person steps forward. îhe st
drstresses him: The city walls of Jerrsmal number o[ Jews who had ietu
desperat€ly needed the walls to be
oblained permission from the king,
situation and began to reconstruct l

Jerusatem, Nehemiah completed th,to the glory of God. Êzra aiso led th

TThen a proclamation was made throughout fudah and These are the gatekeepers \^r'ho were guilty: Shallum,
ierusalem that all the exiles should come to Jerusalem. Telem,andUri.
aThose who failed to come \^/ilhin three days would, if the zsrr,.
readersanderderssooeciaed,forleii;'ùü;1;;;ô.ny;à ;;iffif,:i:JffJ§:ni'i;,1f.fiii,ï,ïii_f;il:
be 

-expelled 
from the assembly of the exiles "üiyamin, 

tteazar, Hashabiah,* and Benaiah.
. ewithin three d"ys, all the people of Iudatr and Beryamin ,uFüm the family of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Iehiel,had gathered in Ierusalem. This rook place on Decem- ^,q.nai,ie.emotir,andElijah.

ber I 9,* and all the people were sifling in the square betore ,,r,))
the Temple or coairn'ey weàtrembling both because of "^Jm the family of zattu: Elioenai' Eliashib' Mattaniah'

rhe seriousness of rhe matter ,;à'#;iî;ïi';; #;jrË 2sjeremoth, 
zabad, and Àziza

r'rhen Ezra the priesr,tooa rnà*ruàio ù,;il:iffi;i *riïiiln,iî-ryorBebai:iehohanan,Hananiah,Zabbai

committed a terrible sin' Bv marrr^ng 
l^19:-t- Ï9-T't1 rlu zspifm ths lamily of Bani: Meshullam, Maltuch, Adaiah,have increased lsrael's guilt. uSo now confess vour sin lo 'i:

the L.RD, the cod of your ,"..r,àir,'rrd'àTïi..,i'r." aà: .ojàshub, 
sheal, and leremoth'

mands.Separateyou.,éru.sr.o.tïàËpj."r;;;1;à*o "uni.#,,IT,1:il*T,T,i,:eï::.iiil"tiiiffl1l;ff*Xi:,
from these pagan women."

rzthen tireïhole assembly raised their voices and ,n_ 
rtFrom the family of Harim: Eliezer,Ishijah, Malkijah,

swered, "yes, you ar. irer.It; *É *r'ià;;;il"-w ,"i,iË;i, ll:::i:llshimeon, 
:2Benjamin, Malluch, and

rhey added, "ihis isn't sîmething that can te dorie in a dr) ,,"Tt*"''n'
or two, for many of us are involv'ed in this extremely sinful ' ''m the family of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, ZabaC

aifair. And rhis is rhe r.uiny ,"iron, io'*.';;;;;iri;';i .,Tliphelet,leremai, 
Manasseh,and Shimei.

heremuchlonger.,oretou'rteiààrs;;üüii;iil;i.34F:?mlh€familvofBani:Maadai,Amram,Uel,3sBenaiaL
Let everyone üho has a pugun ù1..oi.'.;i';.:hüË B€deiah,Keluhi,36vaniah,Meremoth,Eliashib,

time, acéompaniea uy tird re'aaers i;jüàil;; hi;';il;;; ,"-','-M,tt,niah, 
Mattenai, and Jaasu.

tiratinerierôeangà.ôi",iêoàiü..-ùiiÈ;;ï,i;il;; "iiÏjiiffill:ji:i:il:*11i#:.:ïiit*,*
be tumed away from us."

rsOnlylonathansonofAsahelandJahzeiahsonofTikvan.,§helemiah,Shemariah,a2Shallum,Amariah,andJosepi.

opposed this course of action, and ih;À;;;;;;;ril;; 4rFrom the familv of Nebo: Jeiel, Matlithiah, zabad, zebiru

r6S0 this was the.plan they followed. Ezra selected lead- #Each of these men had a pagan wife, and some even ha
ers to represent their families, designating each of the rep- children by these wives.x
'10:6AsinparalleltextattEsdras9:2;HebrewreadsHeuent.1O:gHeûe\ÿonthetuentiethd.aAoftheninthmorrh,oftheancientHebrewlunarcalende

ThisdaywasDecemberl9,458B.c;alsoseenoteon6:15.10:l6Hebrewofithefrstdaaoftheinrfuaonrl,oftheancientHebaewlunarcalendarThisda\
was December 29,458 B.c; also see note on 6:15 .^ 

-1o:17 
Hebie\Bll thefiis d.allôftheftsimonrh, of the ancient Hebr", frn. «fenàii. ffris àay rii-- -

March27,4578.c.;aisoseenoteon6tl5.]o.lSqehrewlozadak,àvariantspeüingofJihozadak. lo:25AsinpàralleltdtatlEsaras9:26;Hebrewreads
M1Wah. 10t37-3aAsinGreekversion;Hebrewrcadsla6il,i,Bdni,Biûnui 10":44o{ondtheasentthmawàguihiiàiihiùia.rnemeaningortte
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.se are the memoirs of Nehemiah son of Hacalia

:miah's Concern for lerusalem
iJtumn, in the month of Kislev, in the twentieth \. {rtaxerxes, reign,, t was a t the rort es;;Til' jj
e or mytrothers,.came to visit me with some ot'o nao.lust arrived from ludah, I asked them Js who had retumed there from captiüty anà ib,' rngs were going in Ierusalem.

. ,.Iiq lo me, "Things are not going \4/ell for th(:umed, to the province of ludaï. tieu ,." ln â
:11,!o8r.r.S The wall ot lerusalem Éas teeni

-l'ro,the 
gates have been destroyed by firà.,,- 

--"'"
- en,t heard this, I sal down and wept. ln tact, for dared, Iasled, and prayed to the Godàf neauen ,fie,

ono, God of heaven, the great and awesome God,<eeps hts covenant of unfailing love with th;se \4f
- 

nlm and obey his commands, el-isten to mu oir"".i

;",,.,",Ë:1lf .'"'":'i:iil:ff Ënif ::iXf.:'J,:ïI*j,
even myown family and I have sinnedl ,\Te h;J" 

-
.red terribly by not obeying the commands, decrees.: regulations that you gâvüs througn your servanr-
rSeS.

E"Please remember what you told your servant Moses.0u.are unfaithful ro me, i wilt scaher you ,*àn!-'--nations. eBut if you retum to me and ôb.y my- 
.

mmands and live by them, then even if you aré exitea,î^e,ends of the ealth, I will bring you back to therre r rave cnosen for my name tô'be honored.i
" I ne peopte you rescued by vour great power and

- 
ong,hand are your servants. ;,ô r_or:0, pr.âr. nà*,iviver! Lislen to rhe prayers of those of ,ir;À; ;;il;i.,;,r9norrng,you. please grant me success loday by 

-
,r<ing the king favorable to me.* put it inro ftis Éeart
De i<rnd to me.,,

û' se days I was lhe king,s cup_bearer.

_ 
tew tn,th? mo\lh oJ Kist?ÿ oJ I hp tuqtieth ÿpar. A nunbe, ot datps rp Jnd related accuratelyto oùr modpmT :: 1ju :. rn" n àiâiin"iii,iià[,ùi,il,i?l,liii"Ti,H#,Ii,i,,_".E -tew h the month olNisln..t hiimonrh ot ttre ancienr ileîr"wlunr., ".a lntcbeqokdtherirrjalrcin2:9. Z:gOrrnariop)r-r,-" "
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!i:.'r'.\p) by name. On December 29,ÿ the leadeEf(
. ., : ,lrestigate the maner. rTBy March 2 7, the fir§ri' -.\\ \ear,*theyhadfinisheddealingwithallthe4- - , : nanied pagan wives. !

hose Guilty of lntermarriage I
These are the priests who had married pagan wived
un the family of Ieshua son of lehozadit<"* and his I
b,roùers: À/iaseiah, Eliezer,.farib, and Gedaliah. I
reTh.ey vowed to divorce their wives, and they eadil
acinowledged their guilt by offering a ram as a gr.fl
ofienng. " " I

Prom the family of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah. I
From the familÿ of Harim: Maaseiah, Eliiah, Shemil

,ffi1.X"rxHfiî:i pastrrrur: srioenai, 
",,,.on, 

uJ
,HîJ,lîïTi:îiiiî: *,,-,,o,uu,a sJ
#"1fl:ï:j,ffi::::""-'I
Ee are the gatekeepers who were guitty: Shallunr" I

#Ï1iJJi^.r peopre or rsraer \,ÿho *.,. **1
rn the family of Parosh: Ramiah, tzziah, Malkiiatr, I
,#iH}3lïîîïiiî'*:'^lliJi:î i'àî:I;,,, J
*i''lïtrliiii,',llllii oen a i, uia sirr u, * *|
Ieremoth,Zabâd,and,Aziza. I

,##fl ;i; :: :::: J.:ïï 
".,-, 

^^t
'ffi :t:ïifi ,:i:'rl'il:,il;tmîffi :ii
iorn the family of Harim: Eliezer, lshiiah, valhiahl
Slpmaiah, Shimeon, :zBenjamin, Malluch, and I

;*,:i: r;r.'*r, ï,1îffi #ff lfl',#1ï 
* * |

rorn the family of Bani: Maaiai, Amram, Uel,rrgdl
Bed€iah, KeluÂi, 36Vaniah, Meremoth, fiiasniU, I
4{ârtaniah, Mattenai,and Jaasu. I
ffiiiffi x#i.ï:liff lÏfti.H5f i'*!
Strelemiah, Shemariah, rzShallum, Amariatr. and tI

fr :,ffJ:ilTt"Jiebo: 
leier, Maft i rh i atr, zàua{

EfzCn OI mese men had a pagan wfe,unoro.af
,****rh":;,i;:;;-,n,",1"*.**,.0***I
l.taf oj iht inlhflmth, of ùe ancient Hebrew lunar elenda-il

?#ffi :;i#Ërî!#iîu,"*:*';Hsfl

lrlmnurAH
thor Possibly Ezra, arthough Nehemiah's words are written in first person, suggesting that hecontributed to the book
tten Around 430 B.C.
tent lt is easy to anaryze, scrutinize, and tark about ail the probrems in the worrd, but we reary needpeople who wirr do something abour them, The book oi t,rehemiah ii,o*iïÀ.i Àrpp"î, *h""such a person steps forward. ihe story begins as N"Àe,n;ar, rearns ot a probrem thàt greatrydistresses him: The city wails ot ;erusaiem 

-wer. 
nrot 

"À 
Jo*n, ana tne à:ti *as aeiËrï.Èrr. 1.,"smail number of rews who had ieturned ,o ,r,àiihàÀ"rrno afier decadei'oi auoyi"îià"'.rpriri,ydesperatety needed the wails to be rebuirt. NeheÀiar, rne* tnat th; til;;;;i;î'*uit, ,o r,.obtained permission from the king of Persia ana trauetea to lerusalem. There he surveved thesituation and began ro reconstruà rhe wars. o.rpitu iàr"riii";ü;.k, ir;;';; 

"riririËi",jerusalem, Nehemiah compreted the task within à ,"ry it o.t time, and the wails were dedicatedto the gtory of cod. Ezra aiso red the peopre to 
'.u.o#-it 

il.,.-i"rràrioiorrâ*i"g'ë.a;, r.*r.

, :re the memoirs of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. Nehemiah Goes to Jerusalem

:h,sconcernforrerusarem, 2ffi'il1tr:li#ili:31îfiiiilii;"*ï:l,i::iïiiyi;
-mn,inthemonthofKislev,inthehventiethyear servin!thekinghisulne.rnaan8reiu.?ïiàrpp.u..arua-.:xerxes'reign,*I\/asatthefortressofSusa.iHa- 

inhispresenceizsothekingaskeàÀe",;wnvlrevoutont_
:imybrothers,cametovisitmewithsomeother ingso'sad?\,oudonrto;k;i;ii;ïi-y;;'É;;id;à.ô;
rad iust arrived from ludah. I asked them about troubled."
"h0 had retumed there from captivity and about Then I was terrified, 3but I replied ,Long 

live the king!:> rvere going in Jerusalem. How can I not be sad? For the .ii ;.h.r;;ï ;;.esrors are
,:1 l"^ i.f ll]l-g: ,l: lol goi.ng weil for rhose buried is in ruins, and rhe sares hai]à ùeen lesnoveo b1pd fo the province of Iudah. They are in great fire."

- J dis$ace. The wall of Jerusalem has been"tom 4The king asked, ,,Well, 
how can I help you?,,

-lhegateshavebeendestroyedbyfire." . withapüyertotheGodofheaven,rri.pti.a,"tiltpt.rr.'heardthis,Isatdownandwept.lnfact,fordays 
theking,andifyouarepleased*ilh..,vàrii"*unt,.no' 

I asled, and prayed to the cod of heaven. sThen I me to Judah to rebuild the city where my âncestors are bL,r-

. 6The kin& with the queen sitting beside him, asked, ,,How
God of heaven, the great and awesome God long willyou be gone? when wiliyou retum?;, After I told.pshiscovenantofunfailinglovewiththosewho him-howlon€Iwoxld_begone,thekingagreedtomyrequesl

' and obey his commands,6listen to my prayer! zl also said to the king, "If it pleasÀ tÈe king, let me havenr and see_me praying night and day ior y<iur letlers addressed to the govemôrs of the proirince west ol
'rael l conless that we have sinned against you. the tuphrates River,+ instructing them to lei me travel safely

.n myovm family and I have sinned! ,we have through lheir teritories on m/way to Judah. sAnd pleasé: e.riblybynotobeyingthecommands,decrees, ,glr.,*j u letter addressed to'Asaph, ti,e manager ôf the.rrationsthatyousaveusthroushyourservant 
flif,il"fiiJT1i?ili],,§:?fl:.flïiii:.JsJ;:ïâï

r\e rem€mber what you told your servant Moses: ciÿ walls, and for a houie for mself. ' And the king $anled
e un faithful to me, I wil] scatter you amonq these requests, because I he grac rous hand of God was on me.
ns.oButifyoureturntomeandôbeymy" . 

owhenlcametorl-ego\ernorsoftheproüncewestof
dsandlivebythem,lhenevenifyouaréexiled theluphrdte(R're- ioeitveredtheking'sletterstothem.
dsoftheearth,Iwill bringyoubacktothe Thekt*g I'lcLldadd.hddsent along-armyofficersand

-.ave chosen for my name to 
'be honored.' horsemen- to protect me. roBut when"sanballat the Horo-

- people you rescued by your great power and nite and I ob ah the A mmonite official heard of my arrival,
rnd are your servants. r r o Lor-d, pleàse hear my ll:l l:t: r en d ispieased that someone had comé ro help

. lslen lo the prayers of those of üs who delight the people of I'rapl
ng you. Please grant me success today by

. rhe king favorable to me.* put it into his É.u.t Nehemiah lnspects Jerusalem's Wall
.d to me." rrSo I arrived in Jeru.salem. Three days later, i2I slipped out
,srwasthekins,scup_bearer i:i',ilJ:ifif,::;iiTf^:Ttii.ü;i$ïîiï*îllii
:iiefronth ofKlsleu ofthe tuentiethttear. Alrûber of dates in the book of Nehemiah crn be cross-checked with dates in suMving persianrled accuratelyto our modem calendar. This montl olttre ancient ietrry iuniiiuianou, o..r*"a mthin the months of No\embir andfh?tüentiethLtearprobablÿrefersrothereignot«t"iÀ.t*.rià,r,ià"Ë;;;:i't r4. 1t.r'rHeûewtodaainthpsi,htorh'ma'.\eamthoÎN|sanThismonlhorlheanrienrHô"*rr"i..ir""àriài.r".Éîr'r,ii,rn.ronrnro.Apritdndvdy445BC 

2:THebres: ! 1nd the riut; also i\ 2:9. 2:g Ot chariouers_
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NEHEMIAH 3...poge2s0

for Jerusalem. We took no pack animals with us except the
donkey i \,ÿas riding. l3After dark I went out through the
Yalley Gate, past the Jackal's Well,* and over to the Dung
Gate to inspectthe brokenwalls andburned gates. r4TfLen I
went to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but my
donkeycouldn'tgetthrough the rubble. t5So, though itwas
still dark, I went up the Kidron Valley+ instead, inspecting
the wall before I turned back and entered again at the Val-
ley Gate.

t6The city officials did not know I had been out there or
\ryhat I was doing, for I had not yet said aNthing to anyone
aboutmyplans. I had notyet spoken to the Jewish leaders-
the priests, the nobles, the officials, or anyone else in the ad-
ministration. r TBut now I said to them, "You know very well
what trouble we are in. ferusalem lies in ruins, and its gates
have been des[oyed by fire- Let us rebuild the wall of leru-
salem and end this disgrace!" rsThen I told them about how
the $acious hand of God had been on me, and about my
conversaüon with the king.

They replied at once, "Yes, let's rebuild the wall!" So they
began the good work.

reBut when Sanballal, Tobiah, and Geshem the Arab heard
of our plan, they scoffed contemptuously. 'What are you do-
ing? Are you rebelling against the king?" they asked.

20I replied, "The God of heaven will help us succeed. We,
his servants, will start rebuilding this wall. But you have no
share, legal right, or historic claim in Jerusalem."

Rebuilding the Wall of lerusalem
J Then Eliashib the high priest and the orher priests
J started to rebuild at the Sheep Gate. They dedicated it
and set up its doors, buildingthe wall as far as the Tower of
the Hundred,which they dedicated, and the Tower of Hana-
nel. 2People from the town of Jericho worked next to them,
and beyond them was Zaccur son of Imri.

rThe Fish Gate was built by the sons of Hassenaah. They
laid the beams, set up its doors, and installed its bolts and
bars. 4Meremoth son of Uriah and $andson of Hakkoz re-
paired the next section ofwall. Beside him were Meshullam
son of Berekiah and grandson of Meshezabel, and then
Zadok son of Baana. sNext were the people from Tekoa,
though their leaders refused to v/ork with the construction
supervisors.

6The Old City Gate* was repaired by |oiada son of paseah

and Meshullam son of Besodeiah. They laid the beams, set
up its doors, and installed its bolts and bars. TNext to them
were Melatiah from Gibeon, ]adon from Meronoth, people
from Gibeon, and people from Mizpah, the headquarters of
the governor of the province west of the Euphrates River.+
sNextwas Uzziel son ofHarhaiah,a goldsmithbytrade, who
alsoworked on the wall. Beyond himwas Hananiah, a manu-
facturer ofperfumes. Theyleft out a section offerusalem as
they built the Broad Wall.+

eRephaiah son ofHur, the leader ofhalfthe district ofle-
rusalem, was next to them on the wall. loNext Jedaiah son of
Harumaphrepaired the wall across from his ownhouse, and
next to him was Hattush son of Hashabneiah. lrThen came
Malkijah son of Harim and Hasshub son of Pahath-moab,
who repaired another section of the wall and the Tower of

ah, led by Hanun. They set up its doors and installed its M
and bars. They also repaired the 1,500 feet* of u,all toü
Dung Gate.

r4The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of Raa
the leader ofthe Beth-hakkerem district. He rebuilt it, s5!l
its dôors, and installed its bolts and bars.

lsThe Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallum* son of [r
hozeh, the leader of the Mizpah district- He rebuilt it, rmhl
it, setup its doors, and installed its bolts and bars. Then h€F
paired the wall of the poolof Siloam* near the king's gartùm

and he rebuilt the wall as far as the stairs that descend ÉIu]r

the Ci§ of David. t6Nextto him was Nehemiah son ofAzla
the leader of half the district of Beth-zur. He rebuilfthed
from a place across from the tombs of David's family æin
as the water reservoir and the House of the Warriors.

rTNext to him, repairs were made by a group of Levir
working under the supervision of Rehum son of Bani. Th,îr

came Hashabiah, the leader of half the district of Kef,ü
who supervised the building ofthe wall on behalfofhis m
district. rsNext down the line were his countryrnen led !r
Binnui* son of Henadad, the leader of the other half ofïr
district of Keilah.

reNext to them, Ezer son of Jeshua, the leader of Miæ
repaired another section of wall across from the asceür0r
the armory near the angle in the wall. 2oNext to him was Bil
uch son of Zabbai,who zealouslyrepaired anadditional se
tion from the angle to the door of the house of Eliashibln
high priest. 2lMeremoth son of Uriah and grandson c
Hakkoz rebuilt another section of the wall extending ftur
the door of Eliashib's house to the end of the house.

22The next repairs weremade bythe priests fromthe sr
rounding region. 23After them, Beûamin and Hasshub r"
paired the section across from their house, and Azariah su
of Maaseiah and grandson of Ananiah repaired the sectio
across from his house. 24Next was Binnui son of Henada;
who rebuilt another section of the wall from Azaria
house tothe angle andthe corner.2sPalal sonof Uzai carng
on the work from a point opposite the angle and the tore
that projects up from the king's upper house beside tl
court ofthe guard. Next to him were Pedaiah son of parm
26with the Temple servants iiving on the hill of Ophel, uirn

repaired the wall as far as a point across from the Wæ
Gate to the east and the projecting tower. 27Then came tr
people of Tekoa, who repaired another section across fnr
the $eat pro,ecting tower and over to the wali of Ophei.

2sAbove the Horse Gate, the priests repaired the *a"
Each one repaired the section immediately across from iI
own house. 2eNext Zadok son of Immei also rebuilt the \rÊ
across from his own house, and beyond him was Shemaia
son of Shecaniah, the gatekeeper of the East Gate. roNê
I{ananiah son of Sheiemiah and Hanun, the sixth son I
Zalaph, repaired another section, while Meshullam son:
Berekiah rebuilt the wall across from where he lived. r1\ç
kijah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired the wall as far as =housing for the Temple servants and merchants, acrcr
from the Inspection Gate. Then he côntinued as far as:
upper room at the corner. 32The other goldsmiths and II|i
chants repairedthewallfromthatcorner to the Sheep Ga-r

'\{/tral does this bunch of poor, feebte
: ,.ng? Do lheythink theycan buiid r,he ,ia,
-(r offering a few sacrifices?" Do ther air

make something of stones trom a rubb
::Ted ones at that?,,
tah the Ammonite, who y/as standing br..d, "That stone wall would collapse if e

. : ilong the top of it!,,-.r I prayed, ,,Hear 
us, our God, for wej. Vay their scoffing fall back on their o

r) they themselves become captives in
0 not ignore their guilt. Do noi blor out. rave provoked you to anger here in fror

.:.i,,
est the wall was completed to half i

- the entire city, for the people had wor
_ itasm.
: -r rÿhen Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs,
.rd Ashdodites heard that the work was goi-"'the gaps in the wall of )erusalem weiej 'ney \ry_ere furious. 8They all made plans to (
,gainst |erusalem and throw us inl'o confus'jIed to our God and guarded the city day an(, I ourselves.
ren the people of fudah began to compli

::s are getting tired, and there is so much rub
. :. We will never be able to build the wall bv ou
.teanwhile, our enemies were saying, ,;Bef
Ê'hat's.happening, we will swoop âoüÀ on ti-:rn and end their wôrk.,,

-re 
Jews who lived near the enemv came an(

:nd again, "They will come from all directi
!s]"* 

r3So I placed armed guards behind th
I thewall in the exposed areas. I stationed th

::.d guard by families, armed with swords, spe

nen as I looked over the situâtion, I called tog€
alld rhe rest ol the people and said to themi.- of the enem),! Remember the Lord, who is g

r]s, and fight for your brothers, your sons, yoùi
our wives, and your homes!,,

.l'hen our enemies heard that we knev/ of the
rat God had frustrated them, we all retumec
on the wall. r6But from then on, only half r

':d while the other half stood guarâ with
is, bows, and coats of maii. Thà leaders sti
"lves beh i nd the people of ludah 'lvho werà i
ril. The Iaborers carried on their work wiih or

r : rfting their. Ioad and one hand holding a weafi
:,rilders had a sword belted to their sidà. The tix,I with me to sound the alarm.
'Ihen I explained to the nobles and officials anc
:,e, "The work is very spread out, and we are \ /id(

i {rom each other along the wall. 2owhen you h
'l'.lhe.rrumpet. rush to wherever it is soundin5

.od will fight for us!,,
.ÿe worked early and IaLe. from sunrise lo st]ns('.e men,were always on.guard. 221 also told every(
rhlde the walls.to.stay in lerusalem. that way ih(ervants could help wilh guard duR.at nighl an(
g I he da) . 2rDurjng th is time, none ôf us_-not l, r
\es, nor. my servants. nor the guards who wer.ever took off our clot hes. We carrred our \ir'eapor

:- all times, even when \.ÿe went for water.*

^ir^llg:f lT H:"|"w ir spçs1q2r.. 4isot tor th?tr haÿe L.nemeanrngol [-eHebrptr,sunLeilain. 4:2]o' EAù tAmp_:brewisuncenain. 5:l4Thatis,445 433Bc. 5:t5Hebrew

theovens.r2shallumsonof Halloheshandhisdaughtersre- Enemies oppose the RebuildinE
paired the next section. He was the leader of the other half Â r*Sanbailat was very angrywhen [e leamed that we \§r
of the district of lerusalem. zf rebuilding the wall. Heîôw into a rage and mocked Er

r 3The Valley Gate was repaired by the people from Zano' Jews, ,saying in front of his friends and ihe Samarian arir
Z13atSerpent's\/el1,.2i15Hebre\ÿtheualleA.3:6OtTheMishnehcate,otTheJeshanahGate.3.,lllebte\|thepravincebeAondtheriÿer
3tSotTheAlofriliedJemdlemuptatheBroad.wall.3:13Hebrewr0O0caûirs[450metersl.3:l5aAsinSltiacrersion,Hebrewreads.tàallur.
3:l5bHebrewpoolofshel4h,anothernameforthepoolofsiloam 3:lsAsinalewHebrewmanuscripts,somâcreekmanuscripts,andSlriacversion
(seealso324;10:9);mostHebrewmanuscriptsreadBowai. 4tl ve6es4:l 6erenumbered3:33-l8i;Hebrewtext.



its doors and installed iBün
the 1,500 feel* of waL oln

1 Gate was repaired by Malkiiah son of{
re Beth-hakkerem district. He rebuiit itI
installed its bolts and bars. I
iain Cate was repaired by Shallum* son{
ler oi"the Mizp;h disriét. He rebuilt it {
ors, ard instalied its bolts andbars. Thæfl
I oi the pool of Siloam+ near the kings ril
the wall as far as the stairs that desc€r{
id r6Next to him was Nehemiah son of til
Êlf ihe district of Beth-zur. He rebuilt '- -
ffi ,i:fr ',i: i:m :i',flY:#H{
,îi J:i3ï,ili# #fi^:t1f""##fl
H.1i lii,i'J"?iiiiJ["i:i:îl ;,'ËI
I -'.:ffi if ,ltlïJ::: l;îf ::itrîil
À, Ezer son of ;esnua, tne teader of rfl
rer section of wall across from üe æ{
u the angle in the wall.2oNexttohim{

#i[iîlii#:"';l'Ixî':Ëï.:'"'H
i another section of the wall exténdiqlt
ashib's house to the end of the house- a

"i','ïTf i"'"d,il,fl iTT:ià',iH
tion across from their house, and.
nri gr ancison oi Ananiah repaireci riæ fl'rs 

house. 24Next was Binnuj son of Hfl

xÏiitrT:;'üï:ij:iil.il',f,
cp nom rhe kings upper fr-ouse irltl

Ënlîiî:Tïhî:L:Ïiliid
ilTi*i:':?il:illli.{f i,H
j ilol)e Gale, lne pnesls ,apu,rao Ûtl

H[:'.'-'[ïJiimi:x[ru'nil
#t'ï : Ëî:*x:il:t?ifl I []-îâ:il|
;' 

=:1:. 
lT':lill Tfl i i'ü'*iiHil

* ï: S,iil,lil J:", [J,i:':,,ï :Hil
re Tenpre servanrs anci merchanE l
:cEon Lare. lnen he conlinueri asffl
tire comer.,z i ne orher goicismiùrs{

u me \\ar -tom Inar cornerro rne srrJ

lose the RebuildinE
- . ::,Ên angn,when he leamed tl^;: {lû ml
-: : ,1ill He flew into a rage and :-.:,r{x.lü
' :::r. rf his friends and the San:.1Êr .mmr

0tul in(P beAona the.'.--':, ..r,a \ptrto1.Heb.ewread.r..i-
,: : :, :lme Gr€rk mànuscripts,andS\T:;:,rym
r: _ r1:tlettle\t.

poge2gt...NEHeHzltnn 5
'What does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think Nehemiah Defends the Oppressed

lrin8?Dotheythinktheycanbuildthewallinasingle ,ll-Aboutthistimesomeofthemenandtheir\iÿivesraised
-st offering a few sacrifices?* Do they actually think J a cry of protest against their fellow Iews. 2They were
-: make something of stones from a rubbish heap- saying, "We have such large families. We need more fooci
.:.ed ones at that?" to sutvive.,,
.ah the Ammonite, who was standing beside him, rOthers said, "We have mortgaged our fields, vineyards,
-rd, "That stone wall would collapse if even a fox andhomestogetfoodduringthèfamine.,,
:long the top of i1!" 4And others said, 

,,We 
havè had to borrow money on our

, r I prayed, "Hear us, our God, for we are being fields and vineyards to pali 6x1 tâxes. 5We belong to the: May their scoffing fall back on their own heads, same family as those who are wealthy, and our chiiàren are
.r they themselves betome captives in a foreign just like theirs. Yet we must sell our children into slavery
. not iSnore their guilt. Do not blot out their sins, just to get enough money to live. We have already sold somê
have provoked vou ro anser here in fronr of* "' i:?JJ SiiiiJii:,:lâ ffi:;:,iiÏiï:lî:ff*iir§_#tl

rst the wall was completed to half its height others."
: the entire city, for the people had worked with 6when I heard their complaints, I was very angry. zAfter
'lsm. thinking it over, I spoke out against these nobles and offi-
:whenSanballatandTobiahandtheArabs,Ammon- cials. I told them, "You are hurting your o\{n relatives by
I Ashdodites heard that the work was going ahead charging interest when they borrow money!" Then I called a

. . the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem were being re- public meeting to deal with the problem.
leywere furious. 6They all made plans to come and sAt the meetingl said tothem, "we are doing allwe can to

:rinst Ierusalem and throw us into confusion. eBut redeemourlewishrelativeswhohavehadtose'ilthemselves
?d to our God and guarded the city day and night to to pagan foreigners, but you are selling them back into slav-rurselves. ery again. How often must we redeemlhem?,,And they had
:n the people of Iudah began to complain, "The nothingtosayintheirdefense.
, are getting tired, and there is so much rubble to be rThen I pressed further "What you are doing is not rightl
'Vewill never be ableto buildthewallbyourselves." Should you not walk rn the fear of our God in oider to av:oid

.:nwhile,ourenemiesweresafng,"Beforethey beingmockedbyenemynations?rolmyself,aswellasmy
lat's_happening, we will swoop down on them and brothers and my workers, have been lending the peoplê
- and end their work." money and grain, but now let us stop thls businèss ofthaig-
.lewswholivedneartheenemycameandtoldus inginterest.irYoumustrestoretheirfields,nneyards,olive
- d again, "They will come from all directions and groves, and homes to them this very day. And repay the in-
:1"+t:Solplacedarmedguardsbehindthelo\,ÿest lerestyouchargedwhenyoulentthemmoney,grain,new
-he wall in the exposed areas. I stationed the people wine, and olive oil."

: guard by ram,ies, armed with swords, spears, an. 
*;li:T.ï,Jlit;.H""SliliJ,l1i:i,ffi:grîîX,i;

. r as I looked over the situation, I called together the Then I called the priests and made the nobles and officials
- i lhe rest of the people and said to them, "Don't be swear to do what they had promised.
ihe enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and 13i shook out the folds of my robe and said, ''lf you faii to
rndfightforyourbrothers,yoursons,yourdaugh- keepyourpromise,mayGodshakeyoulikethisfromyour

:',vives, and your homes!" homes and fromyour property!"
',n our enemies heard that we knew of their plans The whoie assembly responded, "Amen," anC the_v
Cod had frusüated them, we all returned to our praisedtheLoRD.Andthepeopledidastheyhadpromised.
ihe wall. l6But from then on, only half my men 14For the entire twelve years that I was goveinor of fu,: rhile the other half stood guard with spears, dah*from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of
:orvs, and coats ôf maii. The leaders stationed the reign of King Artaxerxes*-neither I nor my officials
.:behindthepeopleofJudahrTwhowerebuilding drew on our official food allowance. r5The forrner gover-
Ihe laborers carried on their work with one hand nors, in contrast, had laid hea\y burdens on the piople,

- g their load and one hand holding a weapon. r8All demanding a daily ration of food and wine, besides fôrty
:.rshadaswordbeltedtotheirside.Thetrumpeter pieces*ofsilver.Eventheirassistantstookadvantageofthe

.h me to sound the alarm. people. But because I feared Co,i, I did not act that way.
- i explained to the nobles and officials and all the r6I also devoted mvself to ivorking on the wall and re-

re work is very spread out, and we are widely sep- fused to acquire anv land. And I required all my servants to
n each other along the wall. 2owhen you hear the spend time workrng 0n the wall. rzI asked for nothing, even
: trumpet, rush to wherever it is sounding. Then though I regularl| fed 1 50 ]ewish officials at my table, be-
.lli fight for us!" sides all the üsitors from other lands! raThe provisions i
:rkedearlyandlate,fromsunrisetosunset.And paidforeachdavincludedorreox,sixchoicesheeporgoats,
:nwerealwaysonguard.22Ialsotoldeveryoneliv- and a large number of poultrv. And every ten days \4re

:: the walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way they and needed a large supply of all kinds of wine. Yet I refused to
:, nts could help witi,. guard duty at night and work claim the governor's food allowance because the people al-
, day. z:pu.int,n,t time, none of us-not I, nor my ready canied a heavy- burden.
:.0r my servants, nor the guards who were with
rok off our clothes. We carried our weapons \ rith reRemember, O my God, all that I have done for these

res, evenwhenwe went forwater.* people, and bless me for it.
--,goftheHebrewisuncertain. 4:5Orfo/theuhaÿethrowni6ultsinthefdceof 4:7ÿeses4:7-23arenumbered4:1 iZinHebrewtexl: r.tgoftheHebrewisuncertain. 4:23Orfarft(ariedhÉweaponnhrsngftthdra.HebrewreadsEachhisLteopofrthe@afer.Themeaningol
"n.eftaln. 5:14îhatis,445-433 BC. 5:15 Hebrew {0jhek!/jll pound or456gramsl.
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NEHEMIAH 6...pose2s2

Con_tinued Opposition to Rebuilding TAfterthewallwasfinishedandlhadsetupthedootrm.
Â Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshemlhe Arab, and the rest of our / the gates, the gatekeepers, singers, and Leütes wererrrL, enemies lound out that I had finished rebrilding the pointed.2Igavetheresponsibilityôfgoverninglerusalerom
wall and that no gaps remained-though we had not yet set my brotheiHanani, alông with ilanàniah, thë commarù
up the doors in the gates. 2So Sanballat and Geshem sent a ol the fortress, for he wà a faithful man who feared Gu
message asking me to meet them at one of the villages* in more than most. :I said to them, "Do not leave the gæ
the plain of ono. open during the hottest part of the day.* And even whiËfo
_ But I realized they were plotting to harm me, 3so I replied gàtekeeperi are on dury, have them sfiut and bar the d61
by sending this message to them: "I am engaged in a great Àppoini the residents ôf ;erusalem to act as guards, e\,6.*
work, so I can't come. Why should I stop working to come onê on a regular watch. Some will serve at sentry posts a
and meet with you?" 5ome in fro-nt of their own homes.,,

4Four times they sent the same message, and each time I
gave the same reply. srhe fifth time, sanballat's servant Nehemiah Registers the people
came \,ÿith an open letter in his hand,6and this is what it 4Atthattimethecitywaslargeandspacious,butthepop*
said: tionwas small,and none ofiire houses hadbeen rebuili.T;

"There is a rumor among the surroundingnations, and my God Save me the idea to call together all the nobles r(
Geshem* tells me it is true, that you and the Jews are leaders of the city, along with the ordinary citizens, for rq
planning to rebel and that is why you are building the istration. I had found the genealogical record of those ufo
wall. According to his reports, you plan to be thei-r king. had first retumed to Iudah. This is what was wdtten therE
7He also reports that you have appointed prophets in
lerusalem to proclaim aboutyou,'Look! There is a king eHere is the list ofthe ]ewish exiles ofthe provincesuik
in |udah!' retumed from their captiüty. King Nebuchadnezzar lr4

"You can be very sure that this report will get back to deported them to Babylon, but now they retumed to
the kin8, so I suggest that you come and talk it over with Jerusalem and the other towns in Judah where they
me." originally lived. TTheir leaders were Zerubbabel, Jeshua.

8r repried, ,,rhere 
is no rrurh in any part of your story. yo, il,i§'#:ili,S,.ff1,,'i.,:ix,flxàlliiiïlMordecai,

are making up the whole thing."
eThey were iust trying to intimidate us, imagining thal

ttreycoütadiscôuraÀé,ii"à riàp tn.*o.[. so iàniinr.ï Ihisis thenumberofthemen ofIsraelwhoreturned
the'workwitheven§..àt*a.i.ifrr.tion.'-" 

-'''" -"- fromexile:
lolater Iwenttôvisit Shemaiah ionof Delaiah and 8ThefamilyofParosh.... ......2,17'-

grandsonofMehetabel,whowasconrin.aioiirnàÀ..i. "'ThefamilyofShephatiah. .... '..37-
iaid, "Let us meet together inside the Temple of coJanà roThe family of Arah . . . . . . . . . . . . 65:
bolt the doors shut.ÿour enemies are coniing to kiii yo, rlThefamilyofPahath-moab(descendants

tonight." ofJeshuaandJoab)...... ...2,8it
rrButlreplied,"shouldsomeoneinmypositionrunfrom tzThefamilyofElam.... .......1,2ÿ

danger? Shôuld someone in my position ànter the Temple rs The family of Zattu . . . . . . . . . . . . 84:
tosavehislife?No, Iwon,tdoit!;rzlrealizedthatGodhad raThefamilyofZaccai.... .......76t
notspokentohim,butthathehad utteredthisprophecv tsThefamilyofBani*..... .......64{
against me because Tobiah and Sanballat naa nirea nlm. 16 The family of Bebai . . . . . . . . . . . . 621
r3Theywere hoping to intimidate me andmake me sin. lzThefamilyofAzgad.... ......2,32-
Thentheywouldbeabletoaccuseanddiscreditme. taThefamilyofAdonikam.. .......66:

,4Remember,omyGod,ailtheevilthjnssrhatrobiah Ïiffl3iili:lT:i,..................139,
and Sanballat have done. And remember Noadiah the 21.
prophetandalltheprophetslikeherwhohavetriedto 22fhefamilyofAter(descendantsofHezekia6.... 

gI
IhefamilyofHashum.... ...... 32tintimidateme 2rrhefamilyof Bezai..... .......321

TheBuildersCompletetheWall 24ThefamilyofJorah*... ........11:
lssoonOctober 2*thewallwasfinished_iustfiftv_two zsThefamilyofGibbar+... ........9:
days after we had begun. 16when our enemiei and thé sur- 26 The people of Bethlehem and Netophah . . . . . . 1 8!
roundingnationsheardaboutit,theywerefrightenedand zTThepeopleofAnathoth. . . . . . . . .Llt
humiliated.Theyrealizedthisworkhadbeendônewiththe 2sThepeopleofBeth-azmaveth ......4-
help of our God. 2eThe people ofKiriath-iearim, Kephirah,

lTDuringthosefifty-twodays,manyletterswentback andBeeroth. .......24:
and forth between Tobiah and the nobles of fudah. tapsl :oThepeopleofRamahandceba. . . . .62_
manyinJudahhadswornallegiancetohimbecausehis :rThepeopleofMicmash.. .......12-
father-in-lawwasShecaniahsonofArah,andhissonJeho- 32ThepeopleofBethelandAi. ......12:
hanan was married to the daughter of Meshullam son of r:ThepeopleofWestNebo* . . . . . . . .5.
Berekiah rpTheyl<ept telling me about Tobiah's good deeds, 3a The citizens of West Elam* . . . . . . I ,25!andlhentheytoldhimeyer)'thinglsaid.Andfobiahkept 3sThecitizensof Harim... .......32(sendingthreateningletterstointimidateme. 36ThecitizensofJericho. . . . . . . . . .34:
6:2À§inGreekversion;Hebrewreadsatl(epfuirtm.6,6HeùewG6har,avariantspellingofceshem.6:gAsinGreekversion;HebrewreadsBiltwto
st/tgthenmAhand'6tl5Hebtewonthetuentq-fifrhdaAofthemorrhËtilloftheancie;rHebrewlunarcàlendar.Thisdar;a;October2,445B.c.;als
seenoteonl:l. Tt3OrKeepthesatesofle%olemcloseduntilthesunishot. T7aA\inparalleltextatEzrà2i2;HebrewcLadsAzanah.7:TbAsit
paralleltextatEzra2:2;HebrewreadsRdamiah 7:TcAsinparalleltextatf,zra2:2;Hebre;reaasuiispiiii. iiaar*p"rai"rt*tatEzra2:2;Hebref,
æadsN-ehun.--TilSAsinparalleltextatEzra2ilo;HebrewieadsBirnri. T:24AsinparalletrutatÈzra2:t8;Hebrewr"âât-iàapn 7:2sasinpiranetextatEzra2:20;Hebre\ÿreadsGibecn. TSSOtoftheothqNebo. Tt34OtoftheotiqEtam.

,-rtizens ofLod, Hadid, and Ono
.itizensofSenaah. . . . . .

.ie are the priests who returned from exile:,amily of leda iah (rhrough rhe line
' lesnua) .

: family of Immer
:familyofPashhur... .........

[amilv o[ Harim

. 97:
1,05 2

1,247
1,017

' ise are the Leütes who returned from exile:
- : families of feshua and Kadmiel

descendants of Hodaviah*). .

singersofthefamityofÀsaptr. . . .. . . . . .

: gatekeepers of the families ot Shallum,
{ter,Talmon,Akkub,Hatita,andShobai . . . .

( descendants of the following Temple servants.ned from exile:
Ziha, Hasupha, Tabbaoth,

,.?ros, Siaha,* padon,

.ibanah, Hagabah, Shalmai,
:anan, Giddel, Gahar,
: eaiah, Rezin, Nekoda,
,àzzam,Uzza,paseah,
isai, Meunim, Nephusim,+
akbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,

:azluth,* Mehida, Harsha,
ralkos, Sisera, Temah,
';eziah, and Hatipha.

.74
148

138

r.e descendants of these servants of King Solomon
.rned from exile:

Sotai, Hassophereth, peruda,*
iaalah,* Darkon, Giddel,
:hephatiah, Hattil, pokereth_hazzebaim, 

and Ami. *

i ali, the Temple servants and the descendants of
lmon's servants numbered 392.

5rAnother group returned at this time from the to\4ns
1el-melah, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan,- ,nJ f.à.i." 

-

,\ ever, they could- not prove I hal rney or ttreii iamiiie.'e oescendants ol Israel.6zThis $oup included therilies of Delaiah, Tobiah, and Ne-kodâ_a toûL;i
:2 people.
-Three families of priests_Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and.-/llat-atso returned. (This Barziliai had married a'rnan who was a descendant ol Barzillai of Gilead. ind r

had taken her family name.t orl6sys;r.n.à f", 
""" 

i

1'lla.l]1,rh. genealogicat r€cords, bur rhey \,vere' round, so lhey were disqualified from seMng as I
:rests.-6sThe governor told them not to eat the p-riests, I'.are of food from the sacrifices untit a priest câuiJ'- irnzult the Lono about the matter byuringtnl Uii. i
',d Thummim-the sacred lots.

650 a totrl of_42,360 people retumed to ludah,
n addilion to 7,i37 servants and )45 singers, both s
: ?-ng 

*gq..n: iThey rook wit h them z:Ë norses, 
' 

;
' 5 mules," 6e4 t5 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. u

i1 pdrdjlpi tt \. .rr I /rd 2.40: Hebretÿ read. Hcdl uah /:47 \, i\ odt ô _. t%d.^\ephahLÿm. 7:S4 qs In Irdrdltet,err d, i'..;, i/ ;i";r;,ii::ll I .:
./:5EA\inpàrarlpitêxldlE^d) 56.Hebrpwrcddstaata l,ig.tl :-a''
?li^::i91.1d1-: _i:oa e, in ,ome uebrew À;nuG . ,;.. ." 1, .
rn,Hcorewlp\1. 7:TOllpbtpÿÿ I 00odanr.otEotd aoioit g*rno, ,, 

.
-rd-\ or I 70 iitograms in rveighr. à,\o in 7:72 /irï;;"#, ": ";Ë,;;,,, .
",orpw tn,t.ke-5pùeûth hodlh. I hi\ nonth ot Ihe an,,enr tf "Ui,,, ._l. . l
'twonm.Ft! datùl lh?.pupnùmùnth ol rh.dn i .,, .,, : -'

.....72..
...-3,93(

l



' After the wallwas finished and I had set up the doorsr
t.re gates, the gatekeepers, singers, and Leütes werer

::iÊd. ,l gave the responsibility of goveming Jerusal6ar
lrliher Hanani, along with Hananiah, the commarÙ
:r :ortress, for he was a faithful man who feared G4
;t ihan most. 3I said to them, "Do not leave the Bil
: : : ü irng the hottest part of the day.* And even while t
:iralers are on duty, have them shut and bar the dG
]:::.t the residents of Jerusalem to act as guards, elu,r
: j: a regular watch. Some will serve at sentry posts iill
-.a ::. tront of their own homes."

hemiah Registers the People
:::i time the citywas large and spacious, but thepo#'
: rr:s small, and none ofthe houses had been rebuih A
3:j gave me the idea to call together all the nob16ru
:.:s of the city, along with the ordinary citizens, forq
:r:r I had found the genealogical record of those rilr
: :.:st returned to Judah. This is what \.ÿas wiltten theÉ

,:Ê:e is the list of the Jewish exiles of the proünces rô
'.:rîed from their câptivity. King Nebuchadnezzar ir
::]:ited them to Babylon, but now they retumed to
::-;:iem and the other towns in Judah where ther
: :i.nallv lived. TTheir leaders were Zerubbabel, Jeslfi
r::zmiah, Seraiah,* Reelaiah,* Nahamani, Mordecai
lr.i:an, Mispar,* Bigvai, Rehum,* and Baanah-

î.: .i the number of the men of Israel who returneË
iûn1 ù{1le:
slhefamilyof Parosh. . . . . . .

ÿThefamilÿofShephatiah. . . . . . . . . . . .

oïrefamilyof Arah . . . . .

' The family of Pahath-moab (descendants

o' leshuaandJoab). . . . . .

? he iamily of Elam . . . . .

j fre family of Zattu
' Tne familyofzaccai . . . .

i Tle family of Bani* . . . . .éh familyofBebai. . . .. .'Tte'amilyofAzgad . . . . .

3Tle'amily of Adonikam. .

?TLt familyof Bigvai . . . . .

,T-'.. familyofAdin . . . . .

I TLe famrlyof Ater(descendantsof HezekiaD.
zT).'lrrilyof Hashum. . .

rTk familyof Bezai. . . . .

5 The iamily of Gibbar* . . . .

5T-hepeopleofBethlehemandNetophah . . . .

:The people ofAnathoth . .

3The p€ople of Beth-azmaveth

'The people of Kiriath-jearim, Kephirah,
and Beeroth.

: T1-. ceople of Ramah and Geba.
.:..:eopleof Micmash... . .... ;:-:..:ecpleofBethelandAi )

: . .- . :rople of West Nebo* . l:
'--.-.:rzensofWestElâm+. .... --3L
: I:. -:izens of Harim . . . ül
' :..rnzensofJericho... JlS

:r - : : : arÈ ihem. 6:9 As in C.eek version; Hebrew r€ads Êj @
:r : : - ..biÈw lunar calendar. This day was October 2, 44: t: r

, i: - : :::.1Êl text at Ezra 2i2; Hebrew readsÀzariah. 7 :7b u: !
:.:-.... :.)es \1ispüeth. 7:7d As in parallel text at Ezra : : ü
- : i:: . :e\t at Ezra 2:1 8; Hebrew readsl{4rrph. 7..25 \: T @
::'-- -in

poqe293...NEHEMIAH 8
?citizensoflod,Hadid,andono. ........221 zosomeofthefamilyleadersgavegiftsforthework.ecitizensofsenaah,..... ...3,930 fnejoi,ernorgavetotherreasuryl,000goldcoins,*

.se are the priesrs who rerurned rrom exire: 3i.31',llrXill;iii"t,1'.i?:.'r'rï'i[,:liî,*;H;
: famjly of Iedaiah (throush rhe line gora coini; in";sà;. ;iiü;iiliiiïip.r- ro, 1,.,rteshua) ........e73 iork.zzrheresrolih.p.;;t;;;;;lolôdoeoracoinr,eramilvofImmer ...t,052 a'bout2,500pounar-o'iiliài,'rîàÀi'ôestortne
:familyof Pashhur. .. ... t,Z+i priests.
t family of Harim . . . 1,O1 r- TrSo the pnests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the

,searetheLeüresyr'horerurnedrromex,e: i'|tiiÏ;ii:ffi.if,::ï,1ï:h:ïî,:?iî3l,i:;:üi"'
efamilies of feshua and Kadmiel retumed to their o*;" to*r, tÀ,"rlr.ïuiirLa.descendantsofHodaviah*). .....24
,singersofthefamilyofAsaph. . . . . . . . . . 148 Ezra Reads the Law

1f,"11'*:H;iÏili;'fl:lil,,l:::iix,l1î 138 g i:#:::ïi,iiuï3:î#t\îï*1#il:.",iâff;:
',descendanrsorrherorowingrempreservanrs B?ff,,iiÏr,TJ?:'J.Ti!'§',trî:iîH1?if:|}Ji?',j:Li
'ed from exite: which the Lonn had giün f"r t;r;;iià;il;. -
ziha, Hasupha, rabbaoth, 2so on ocrober 8ürra th; p;i;;i;;;usrii the sook of the::os,Siaha,* padon, Law before the assembty, *hi.h ;.ile;à'àe men andr'anah,.Hagabah, shalmai, i /omen and alr the childrén ord enougnlo ,inà..rtrno. ,n.,ran,Giddel,Gahar, faced the square jusr inside rhe w;i.;c;i; from earÿ
.riah, Rezin, Nekoda, moming until noon and read aioud tJàve,i,àne *no couta
zzam, uzza, Paseah, understand. AII the people lrstened crosely io the Bcok of
'ai, Meunim, Nephusim,+ the Law.
-buk, Hakupha, Harhur, 4Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform that:tuth,* Mehida, Harsha, had been made for the occasion. ii hiridr,irtioo,rarttitni
ios, sisera, Temah , ah, shema, Anaiah, uriah, Hilkiah, anJüiur.ràï. ro n, t.rt:iah, and Haripha. stood pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, iiinuro-È*nnaaaanan,

Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5Ezra stood on thrplatform in
ier( endants of these servant s of King Solomon ll1 ::y of 

,a 
ll I he people. When tney saw h im open r he

d from exile: " book. they all rose to their feet.
jûtai, Hassophereth, peruda,+ 6Then Ezra praised the LoRD, the gïeat God, and all the
:h,* Darkon, Giddel, people chanted, "Ament Amen!,, as th"ey lifted iheir hands
: naljah,Hattil, Pokereth-hazzebaim,and Ami.' [hPn the\ bouefl d661 and worshrpcd thfl 6pp q1,l^ ,].q1r

là.e( lo.hp grourd
. theTempleserÿantsandthedescendantsof -, 

TThe.Lerltes-leshua Bani, Sherebiah Iantn {kkub,ns)eryantsnumberedJg2. ShabbeÏhai Hodr/l' \1dd.e:d" (",,o t.,rr.a!- roz:oao,

:crhersrouprerumedarrhisrimerrom_theto\.!,ns iiü1ffii"'ii:1,;,iiJ i11ft,ïî1,:l:r,* U:Ïi,l" elah, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan.* and tmmer. r n. aoàt ;tihà Lavÿ of God and ( ied rl \ ( , p I 1ec .: . l-rd.1.: theycoutdnolproverhar rhevorrheirfamiries ingotwrrai wasb"iü;;;,ï;r;i;e'ihàp'.op ji-.r r,".0.::11îllr."ll:rigl. rzrhis group incruaeJ iire 
-" 

";h 
pr;;;;;. "

,!,fDetatan'rouial'andNekoda-atotalof srilen riehemiah lhe governor, Ezra the priesr aro
rôe ram,ies or priesrs_Hobaiah, Hakkoz. and iiià:Siil:f9i:TiiîïJ;iï::#A[î1,.,ïT:ftr-also rerurned. (This Barzjilai had manied a Fo, roà;y i;;'r;.r.d day before the Lono your cod.,, For ther ho was a descendant of Barzi rlai of Gi read, ànd q;;pl;ü;rril..n weepr ng as they r istened ro the words of'aken herfamilyname.)64Theysearched for itehw. --' -
mes !n the genealogical records. but theywere roAnd Nehemjah* continued, ,,Go 

and celebrate }vith a'd so they were disoualified from serving as r.ôt oi rl.iiiààar and sweer drinks, and share gifts of food's [he governor rord ihem nor to eal the p"riests, -in p."pià'*i" rrur. ,"irr-irs;iôrrîj]iniî Irl'*.r.0 ory'ood rrom rhe sacririces untir a nriest càura 
'- 

n.iil #iàià. oon,t ue oeiEcîààîàîàà,ïËrîr,à i"v 
"r 

,n.ihe LoRn about the maner bv using the uiim ià^î t, y"ï. ,t*rgtnf".nmim-the sacred Iots.

9pr.or_4?:3_60;;opi.,.,,'.,.a,or,a,i, ., ;,tisJff*::Jïi",,î fî.,,:i.*:BïffiJ.Ti:î.:îil,trontoz,j3Tservanrsand24ssingen,borh 
'r.;i;*;;;;;I.;naarinL<aiarÀiËà"àr ro"sîJreg,trsor: rvcmen. 08They took with them 236 horses, f"àa, i"à,tà.à[t,are *,th grearioy because they had heard:s,* 0e435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. &lffiàr;il rnderstood them.

r 'r, a, [7rd 2.40. I tebieÿÿ îdd. Hi.,o. /f 
. _7:12- \\ in pdrarlel terl dt F/ra ):44.Hehrpx t, ôd, \;û 7tS2\ç in pdràllel lqr dt I /ra J:50

:''h'i§i4 7:54As'|np{ôleu'df/':s2r1"ra*!qd6.6a.iirî")isi'ir,i'i'-,^,"rrê\rdr.F/rd2.55:Hpbrew,eod,soraiiiopnrorh
lDdrdt'ctrqrdrE/rd2.5c.lteoresr.,.,,/ratq z:sserrnna,lt;iierroiir,..::iî"0*, -pdd\Aman 7:6tA\:npàrJil,ttùldt Lzrd:,:(l",r,i;1,r"È:":;.:;;;f,o,;,,,;;,:-:,.". r,,r,i,:,Ààl,"i,i'À.iïermanusurpnra,krhi,,erçeVpr:esTbeTrarpnumoered

^,roerJmsrn\rpishl ar\oin7:72 ,,r,ij;iT,3H?,0::jj",,ll:f,:,Tlll:lBn,. _7-itàH;bt;i)00ào'i',i;,"iri"iî';t",,. pupnth month rhi\ nonrh o.rhe,r, mr H"orc* r-:nJ :;;i,; ;;:,],"""à,iliil, ;",;;:i:i É.13flJ:iâ.:i.:;Jifa;$i.jtrttdaAoftheseuenthuonrr,ofthean.ienrH.lrentrnr.iri"nàrr-fËà.yïïr,ôi"o.rs,nrSu.c;atsoseenoteonl:1.8:toHebrÊwàp
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The Festival of Shelters
r3on October 9* the family leaders of all the people, to-
gether with the priests and Leütes, met with Ezra the scribe
to go over the taw in $eater detail. t4As they studied the
Law, they discovered that the LoRD had commanded
through Moses that the Israelites should live in shelters dur-
ing the festival to be held that month.* lsHe had said that a

proclamation should be made throughout their towns and
in Jerusalem, telling the people to go to the hills to get
branches from olive, wild olive,* mlrrtle, palm, and other
leafy trees. They were to use these branches to make shel-
ters in which they would live during the festival, as pre-
scribed in the taw.

16S0 the people went out and cut branches and used
them to build shelters on the roofs of their houses, in their
courtyards, in the courtyards of God's Temple, or in the
squares just inside the Water Gate and t}Ie Ephraim Gate.
17So everyone who had retumed from captiviÿ lived in
these shelters during the festival, and they were all filled
with $eat ioy! The Israelites had not celebrated like this
since the days of Ioshua* son of Nun.

l8Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God on each of
the seven days of the festival. Then on the eighth day they
held a solemn assembly, as was required by law.

The People Confess Their Sins
l.l On October 3 I * the people assembled again, and this
7 time they fasted and'dressed in burlap ind sprinkled
dust on their heads. zThose of Israelite descent separated
themselves from all foreigners âs they confessed their own
sins and the sins of their ancestors. sThey remained stand-
ing in place for three hours* while the Book of the Law of
the LoRD thet God was read aloud to them. Then for three
more hours they confessed their sins and worshiped the
LoRD their God. 4The Levites-Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Sheba-
niah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Kenani-stood on the
stairway of the Leütes and cried out to the LoRD their God
with loud voices.

sThen the leaders of the Leütes-Ieshua, Kadmiel, Bani,
Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahi-
ah-called out to the people: "Stand up and praise the Lono
your God, for he lives from everlasting to everlasting!" Then
they prayed:

how arrogantly theywere treating our ancestors.
You have a glorious reputation that has never been
forgotten. rlYou diüded the sea for your people so th:,
could walk through on dry landl And then you hurled
their enemies into the depths of the sea. They sank
like stones beneath the mighty waters. r2You led oln
ancestors by a pillar of cloud during the day and a pfu
of fire at night so that they could find their way.

13"You came down at Mount Sinai and spoke to tha
from heaven. You gave them regulations and instructiilr
thatwere just, and decrees and commands that were
good. r 4You instructed them conceming your holy
Sabbath. And you commanded them, through Moses
your servant, to obey all your commands, decrees, and
instructions.

15"You gave them bread from heaven when they \l@
hungry and water from the rock when they were thirgr
You commanded them to go and take possession of ù
land you had sworn to give them.

16"But our ancestors were proud and stubbom, and
they paid no attenüon to your commands. lTTheyrefus:

to obey and did not remember the miracles you had dcn
for them. Instead, they became stubbom and appointec.
leader to take them back to their slavery in Eglptl But )e
are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slowto
become angry, and rich in unfailing love. You did not
abandon them, r8even when they made an idol shaped
like a calf and said, 'This is your god who brought you
out of Eg)?tl' They committed terribie blasphemies.

re"But in your great mercy you did not abandon th6
to die in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud still led ths
forward by day, and the pillar of fire showed them the
way through the night. 2oYou sent your good Spirit to
instruct them, and you did not stop giving them manru
from heaven or water for their thirst. 21For forty years
you sustained them in the wilderness, and they lacked
nothing. Their clothes did not wear out, and their feet
did not swell!

22"Then you helped our ancestors conquer kingdon
and nations, and you placed your people in every corne
of the land.* They took over the land of King Sihon of
Heshbon and the land of King Og of Bashan. 23You

made their descendants as numerous as the stars in tk
sky and brought them into the land you had promised i

\'0u sent them liberators who rescued ti.
netr enemies.
JI as soon as they \4ere at pedce, \ our Dpor
Ommrtted eül in your siglit, and ôn.e moi- enemres conquer them. yel r\ henever \ oturned and (ried to you again for help. ro--

0 once more from heaven. In yor, *ohJ.rir vou rescuedthem manvtime;!
) ou warned them to return to your Law, but

. re proud and obstinate and diiobey.aÿoui
rands..They did not follow your regulations,
-, people will find rire ir onrÿ tney oËà1,. iïàÿ

I t0rnly turned their backs on you and refusedrcin your love, you were pailent wrrir iÀemi. \ ears. you sent your Spiril, who warned ther
. gn rne prophets. Bur srill they wouldn,t Iisten. e again you ailorved rhe peoples of the linà r

:::lll"ltl lBr.r 
in.vour grLar mercy, you oia n.\ mem completely or abandon theÉ lorerei

a gracrous and merciful God you arel
\no now, our God, lhe $eat and mighÿ and

lT: qgd:\.ril9 keeps his"covenanr ot untajtin
uu tor ter ail Ine hardships we have suffered

^rrrr rcant to you. Creat trouble has come upo;.-,pon ou,r kings and leaders and priests'ani-"
' ers?m an(eslors_ali of your people_from

"iili.: 
n:,[ln' of Assyria f irst iri umpireà àve:ll now. rrLvcrv rime vou nllnished u, you ,e' g j,usl. We. have sin ned' greàtty, and 

1 o, grr. u,
.n 

ha t we deserved. r+oür k in gs, leaâ.","pii.it
t*ancestors did not obey your Law or llsten to tir,rngs,tn your commands and laws ,rgvàn r^liritirku tnelr own krngdom, they did not serve yorrgn y-ou showered your goodness on them. ÿournem a large. fertije Iand, but they refrr.alà n-'l their \.,ÿickedness

rd'So noyr' today we are slaves in.the land of plen§
lir^g:y::,y.r..cesrors f or rherr enio!ïnenr! We ,

. ::î::.I,,Il:8god land izrhe lush proauce oirr ples up ln ihe hands of rhe kings rirorn ÿou i,rr:over us because of our sins. They"har. poli.üu.i
r.our-l rvestock we serve them ai th.i, Ël;r;;r;;;;: are ln great misery.,,

,,Mayyourg1oriousnamebepraisedIMayitbeexaitedtheiranCestors-

aboveallblessingandpraise! 
rrrmerrothacrziacenârha v^24'Theywentinandtookpossessionoftheland. 

-,epeopleràsponded,"Inîewofallthis,+wearemr
6"You alone are the Lom. You made the skies and the You subdued whole nations before them. Even the solemn nromr<p ,hd hrr++i-^ i! :_

heavens and all the stars. You made the earth and the canaanites, who inhabited the land, vÿere powerlessl ,: oo.u.Â'iu.Àil:#Ëj'ài%.i i:rHl::fla?:rlseas and everything in them. You preserve them all, and Your people could deal with these nations and their , triests.,,
the angels of heaven worship you. kings as they pleased. 25our ancestors captured fortifie

püiiiffi'lili:"1",*.-LiiHi,T,T[il*.u iiffiJ#,i:X;':.]*1,Hi,;üï::#ü,':,',':'"iËtr 7O;;ffiffiîîï:ï was ratiried and sea,ed with t
him Abraham. aWhen he had proved himself faithful, $oves and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate until
you made a covenant with him to give him and his theywere full and grew fat and enjoyed themselves in rovernor:
descendants the land of the Canaa"nites, Hittites, all ÿour blessings. :hemiah son of Hacaliah, and also Zedekiah.
Amorites, Perizzites, iebusites, and cirgashites. And ,6"But despiie all this, they were disobedient and r ' following priests:
you have done what you promised, for ÿou are always rebelled against you. They turned their backs on vour :raiah, Azartah, leremiah, ipashtlur, Amariah, Maikijâl
true to your word. Law, they [illedyour prophets who warned them to {attush, shebaniah, Malluch,5Haiim, üËià,iilrtn,

e"You saw the misery of our ancestors in Egypt, return to you, and they cômmitted tenible blasphemie l,ill.IlÏ.l,rrSrnnonon, ga;cii,lü;:À;il.,
and you heard their cries from beside the Red Sea.+ 27So you handed them over to their enemies, who mad' rllan, Muamin, sMaaziah, Bilgai, and Sn..àiun. fn.r.roYoudisplayedmiraculoussignsandwondersagainst themsuffer.Butintheirtimeoftroubletheycriedto - 

tre.thepriests.

Pharaoh, his officials, and all his people, for you knew you, and you heard them from heaven. in your $eat ' rollowng Leütes:

monrh,theseventhmonthoftheancientHebrewlunarcalendar.ThisdaywasOctober3l,445B.c.ialsoseenotesonl:1and8:2.9:3H€breuo/d4ualterlaverseg:38istrL



ffii*,,ti+îîHrff",:jlii:ft".ËT:ïl
'#'IHi"irH:#,f lsiîfl"'I:iil:Tl,T,f I
i#',','.ïiÏ},if fr'§Xf #ffi Hi,:,l,,liî:il
i::T:*:î"'H:i;i:ii'siÏ:,1ffi #:1. t
Ël:r:ll:tï*:;.i#ffiËi:fl+ffi
*fl,:îî:iTil,Xi1'.111i#;l,lil'J#f

;"J"-.';:ll:il":J',îii:îilîXîLîlîX$t
*mS***:frtesq 

and take possession 

!

ffii*t'*i::i:r^ti,miftiÏ,*,^il
ffi #i',i:JfJ.?','iil:,::i :i."#'lii#fl
ffi H:il'ff i',flff }:li:,,l"fl ,[ï:'Jif 'il
don them, rseven when they made an idol shagl

tËililT#iÏ&.,frlrÏilî*'#"il
H il,ïi:iî ï: J,ffi là11i1,"J$:i1fl illtrl
H,ili:îT'i:l;:liiï:ijJ"#il?fl :.T'r.|

#fi{tiilï'*i'H,ii'j.};lif #'f,
îhen vou helped our ancestors conqr., r.ir6l
naticns, and you placed your people in every {
nT:;riï:ii:"",i'.'l3f :f ,ili:i::rHl
e melr oescenoanls as numerous as Ina ,,u,, I
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,, you sent them liberators who rescued them Rehob, Hashabiah, r2Zaccur, sherebiah, shebaniah,
iheir enemies. r3Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.' llut as soon as they were at peace, your people raThe following leaders:
committed evil in your sight, and once moie you parosh, pahalth-moab, Elam, zattu, Bani, rsBunni, Azgad,'rir enemies conq u er them. yet wtenever youi Bebai, r6Adoniiah, Bigvai, aâin, r zater, É.r.tirn, erIur,

.e turned and cried to you again for help, you reHodiah, HasÉum, B"ezai, rsHariph, Anitr"tr1, N.lul,-ed once more from heaven. Inyourwolrderful ,oMagpïash, Meshullam, Hezir, riMeshàzabel, Zadok,
r , you rescued them many times! Jaddur, 2rpelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 23Hoshea, Hananiah,
)'ou warned them to return to your Law, but they Hasshub,24Hallohesh, pilha, Shobek, zsRehum,
1e proud and obstinate and disobeyed your Hashabnah, Maaseiah, zoAhiah, Hanan, Anan,2/Malluch,
rarrds. They did not follow your regulations, by Harim, and Baanah.
r people will find life if only they obey. They
romly turned their backs on you and refused to The Vow of the people
- rolnyourlove,youwerepatientwiththemfor 28Then the rest of the people-the priests, Levites, gate-

|ears. You sent your spirit, urho warned them keen€rs, singers, Templê sei.r,ants, and all who had üpa-
.3h the.prophets. But still they wouldn't listenl rateC themselves fromihe pagan people ofthe land in order
:eagainyo_uallowedthepeoplesof thelandto to obey the Law of God, io§etiràr ùtn their Mves, sons,.lerthem.3rBulinyourgreatmercy,youdidnot daughters, and all who weràold enough to undersland*' 
'Y 

them completely or abandon them forever. ,loined their leaders and bound themielves \4/ith an oâth: c gracious and merciful God you are! They swore a curse on themselves if they failed to obe,v the
\nd now, our God, the great and mighty and Law of God as issued by his servant Moies. They sotemnlv

-'me God, who keeps his covenant of unfailing promised to carefully follolv all the commands, rôgulationi,
io-notletallthehardshipswehavesufferedieem anddecreesoftheLoRDourLord:

.: rtrcant to you. Great trouble has come upon us
:on our kings and leaders and priests and 30"\\.e proniis€ not io let our daughters marry the pagan

- ets and ancestors-all of your people-from the peopie of the ian,l anc ror to let ôur sons mjrry ttieii
.rhen the kings ofAssyria first triumphed over àaughters.
:tl now :rEvery time you punished us you were :i'we also promise rhat if the people of the land

i lust We.have sinned greatly, and you gave us should bring any merchandise oi'grain to be sold on the
.rhat we deserved. saour kings, leaders, priests, sabbath or ôn any other hol,v dav, ir e urll refuse to buy
:rcestors did not obey_your Law or listen to the it. Every seventh ÿear we wili let our land rest, and \ve
rgs in your commands and laws. :sEven while will cancel all debts owed to us.
iad their oim kingdom, they did not serve you, 32"In addition, we promise to obey the command to
:h you showered your goodness on them. ÿou pay the annual Tempie tax of one-eiehth oi an ounce ot
rem a large, fertile land, but they refused to turn iilver* for the care cir tne rempte ofiui G;d. i3This x.ill
:heir wickedness- proüde for the Bread of the pr'esence;ioitne ,egutu.
\o now today we are slaves in the land of plenty grain offerings and bulnt offerings; for the offeiings
)u gave our ancestors for their enjol,rnent! We are on the Sabbaths, the new moon càebrations, and the

, here in this good land. 37The lush produce of this annual festivals; for the holy offerings; and ior the sin
: Lles up in the hands of the kings whom you have offerings to make atonement for Isrâj. rt will proviae
:r us because ofour sins. Theyhave power overus for eveÿhing necessary for the work ofthe Tômple of
.lr livestock. We serve them at their pleasure, and our God.
. in $eat misery." 34"We have cast sacred lots to determine \^/hen-at

regular times each year-the families of the priests,
rple Agree to obey Leütes,andthecommonpeopreshouldbringwoodto
:ople responded, "in view of all this,* we are mak- God's Temple to be bumeà on the altar of thè Lono our
:mn promise and putting it in writing. On this God, as is written in the Law.
.ument are the names of our leaders and Leütes 35,,we promise to bring the first part of every harvest,is.,, to the LoRD,s Temple yeaiafter yeai_whether it be a

crop from the soil or from our fruit trees. 36We agree
' I he document was ratified and sealed \.vith the to giÿe Gôd our oldest sons and the firstborn of all our

.owing names: herds and flocks, as prescnbed in the Law. We will
::ior: present them to the priests who minister in the Temple

,,ahsonorHacariah,andarsoZedekiah. *'J:::L:ffiil:ih..,â:X'i,9Jffiiilff;lî:,ï.,,
rving priests: of our flour and other grain offerings,tire Uest of our- -{zariah, Jeremiah,:Pashhur, Amariah, Maikijah, fruit, and the best of our newwine and olive oil. And we
, h, shebaniah, Marluch, sHarim, Mer€moth, promise to bring tc the Levites a tenti, oi.re.ytning ou,,r,6Danie1, Ginnethon, Baruch, zMeshullam, iand produces, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes\lilamin, sMaaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These in allbur rural towns.-: priests. 38,,A priest-a descendant ôf Aaron_will be \^/ith the
'\ing Leütes: kvites âs they receive these tithes. And a tenth of all.rn of Azaniah, Binnui from the family of that is collectôd as titheswill be deiiv.r.à ly tir. r.uit.,

: ,1, Kadmiel,roand their fellow Levites: to the Temple of our God and placeà inii.,. ito.e.oo.r.
.:h, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, r rMica, :rrhe peopie and the Levites ràust biing tirese onerings
jSisnumbe.edl0:linHebrewtdl g:lsbotInspiteofalttfuis. lOilVerseslo:l3garenumberedl0:2-40inHebrewtelt.
| ü af h of a shekel 14 $ani.
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of grain, newwine, and oiive oil to the storerooms whose leaders were Ziha and Gishpa, all lived on the hill c

anà place them in the sacred containers near the Ophel.
miniitering priests, the gatekeepers, and the singers. zzThe chief officer of the Levites in lerusalem was Ur

"We proimise together not to neglect the Temple of sonofBani, sonofHashabiah,son oflvlattaniah,sonofMicourcod" 
âffïi:-sl.:1+ixTi'Jiïi'.§.ïY.'f,i:si,:.i":;H

The People Occupy lerusalem outaccordingtothetermsofaroyalcommand.

I n Thè leaders ôf the people were living in Jerusalem, 24Pethahiah son of Meshezabel, a descendant of Zera'

I I tn. n"iy city. a tenih oi the people irom the other son of rudah, was the royal adviser in ali matters of pubi.

towns of Judah and Benjamin were chosen by sacred lots to administration.
live there, too, while the rest stayed where they were. 2And 25As for the surrounding villages with their open fiele

the peopie commended everyone who volunieered to re- some of the people of-Judah lived in Kiriath-arba with r
settÈ injerusalem settlements, Dibon with its settlements, and JekabzeellYr

sHereisalistofthenamesoftheproüncialofficialswho its villages.26They also lived in Jeshua, Moladah, 86
came to live in Ierusalem. (Most ofihe people, priests, Le- pelet, zzÈazar-shual, Beersheba \A/ith its settlements, 2Eh

vites, Temple sérvants, and descendantd of 
-solornon's 

ser- iag, and Meconah with its settlements. 2eThey also lived u

vanti continued to live in their own homes in the vadous En-rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth, sozanoah, and Adullam tü
towns of ]udah, 4but some of the people from Judah and their surrounding villages. They also lived in Lachish'dt

nenjaminiesettied in lerusalem.) its nearby fields and Azekah with its.surrounding villaga

From rhe tribe orludah: il.'ff,iii'J:"iftliiliJf;TJ,iitl{ii','ffi-'rrom 
Bæ

Athaiahsonof Uzziah,sonof Zechari.lligl,"i--- rrSome of the people of Benjamin lived at Ga
Amariah, son of Shephatiah, son of Malil3q t,l. Micmash, Aija, and eethet \.ÿith its sêttlements. 32TheyI
family of Perez. 5Also Maaseiah son-of Baruch, son iivea in ,qnainotn, Nob, Ananiah, 3rHazor, Ramah, Giiti
ofCol-hozeh,sonofHazaiah,sonofAdajah,sonot yHadid, Zeboim, Neballat, r5lod, Ono, and the Vallqd
foiarib, son of Zechariah, of the family ofshelah * Càfismen.* 36some of the Levites who lived in Judah G
6There were 468 descendants of Perez who lived in 

sent to live with the tribe of Benjamin.
Jerusalem-al1 outstanding men.

TFrom the tribe of Benjamin:

Sallu son of Meshullam, son of Joed, son of Pedaiah, A History of the Priests and Levites
sonof Kolaiah,sonof Maaseiah,sonof lthiel,sonof ,, Here is the list of lhe priests and Leütes wÏts!
Jeshaiah. sAfter him were Gabbai and Sallai and a total I Z rumea with Zerubbabel son ol Shealtiel and Id
of 928 relatives. eTheir chief officer was loel son of the high priest:
Zicri, who was assisted by Iudahson of Hassenuah, 

Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
second-in-command over the city. , i-mariah, Malluch, Hattush,l.From the priests' 

, ^ , , r Shecaniah, Harim,* Meremoth, ;l
Iedaiah son of loiarib;lakin; ,ll9 jTiiSl::i?l o iàdo, cinnerhon,* abijah,
Hilkiah,sonofMeshullam,sonof ZadoK:::-"I __,^ s iliniamin,uoadiah,*ilitgah, ]*
Meraioth, son of Ahitub, the supervisor ot the I emple u ihemaiah, Ioiarib, Iedaiah, trof God. ru Also 82 2 o[ rheir associatesl yho *?Ik* , §àttu, Amol, gi ttiah, and ledaiah. .h.

i:llfi:irJ:,Ïilji:I|h 
son or Iergham' s91or, . rhàie were the readers othe priesrs and their associr#

son or Markijah, ,iarong wth ,'f!iiill",ll#tlXi""' the davs or leshua il
who were heads of thei-r families. Also Amashsai son sThe Leütes who returned with them were Ieshua ÿ
of Azarel, son of Ahzai, son of Meshillemoth, son of nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who itdtr
Immer, raand 1 28 of his* outstanding associates. associates was in charge ofthe songs of thanksglüng.4f
TheirchiefofficerwasZabdielsonofHaggedolim. associates, Bakbukiah and Unni, stood opposite therft

lsFrom the Leütes: ing the service. t

il:ilîîl'::i"":i;:iiï';'l,l,ilfii'*1il;il;i,"' '' ff1i,ilîîl',,*?:',îï,î?ï1i.1i1ierorroiakim t
*:fli*q.lid[tiiÂii[friffiffi#Ë-i' 

'ffi+]*i![3[i:'J:'''ffir I
assisiant, and Abda son of Shammua, son of Galal, son r2Now when Ioiakim was high priest, the family l€?dft
of Jeduthun. 18In all, there were 284 Levites in the holy the priests were as follows: Iü
city 

Meraiah was leader of the family of Seraiah. E
"t;''J,'1,'rtîH::l3ff 

i r r o, ,n.,, ,ssociares, who ,, n::lllll;'*:i;,:*:lt.'*llliil,U:l* tguarded the gates 
lehohanan was leader of the family ofAmariala f,

20The other priests, Leütes, and the rest of the Israelites r4 Jonathan was leader of the family of Malluch.- ffi
lived whereveriheir family inheritance was located in any Ioseph was leader ofthe family cf Shecaniah.' A
of the towns of Judah. 21The Tempie servants, however, r5 AdnawasleaderofthefamilyofHarim. f
1l:SHebrewsoao/rheShilafrite. lltl4Asincreekÿersion;Hebrewreadsfhei/ 11:35OrdndGe'hardshim.'12:3llebrewR"rilnrc-oTfI

i,l"?;T,i)'i,i,i,",!"i;ii;\;:il:"',i:i{i1îY:ïi},1}X,',::h*,TF:!:i5;:"'llil?.Ëli'"i:Ïiii:lT:::TI'iià',-Î'#i,lti:#:i,ffi
1 i: l 4b t-5 in man\ I labiewmanuscripts, some Greek manüscripts, and Slriac !€rsion (see also 1 2:3); most Hebrew manuscripts re,

.elkai was leader of the family of Meremoth.+jcnanan was leader of the family of lddo.

-esnulam 
was leader of the family of Ginnethon.

rl i was leaoer o1 the family of Abijah..ere was. atso a* leader of the famiiy of Miniamir
. rai u/as leader of lhe fam ily of Moadiah.
:mmua_was leader of the family of Bilgah.
ronarnan was leader of the family of SËemaiah.j 1r enal was leâder of the family of foiarib.zl was teader of the family of fedaiah.
.,ar was leader of the family of Sallu.+
:r was teader of the family of Amok.jnaDrah was leader of the family of Hilkiah.
.I,dnel was teader of the family of .Jedaiah.
'ecord of. the Levite families u/as kept durin,-'ren Eliashib, Joiada, )ohanan, and;adàua serv

. rcsl. Anotner record of the priests was kept dl
Jr_of Darixs the persian.* zr.Â reiord of the hea
. 're ramilres \^/as kept inThe Bo\k of Historu à::ys or ;ohanan, the grandson* of EliâsniU. "
.:::,I*S rhe famity leaders of rhe Levites: Hasl
,. eblah, Jeshua, Binnui,* Kadmiel, ana otneiis,

; ;."i^iHiËiiï i"ï,:JIn,t$::lj,uix
'.,.commanded by Dayid, the man of God. ,ühi,
\tattaniah, Bakbukiah, and Obadiah.

1Yll31;lulr"",.nd Akkub were the garekeepej
r 

^Lne 
srorerooms at the gates. z"fneie alt seÂrË

: :l ,or"a{lT sol of Jeshua, son of lehozadak,iirys ol Nehemiah the governor and of Ezia- d scribe.

:ion of Jerusalem,s Wall
redic"tion,of the new wall of lerusalem, the
-.Bl^":] 

]f.t" 
land were asked to come ro ,erusalrre ceremonies. They were to take Dan i n I hê i

n \^/ith rh,eir songs of tnants$UnÀ inà wiini
,*11r;"l1:, and 

.lyres. 
za'rhe"singers 

wt
ii]TI ,r.".T rhe region around leruülem a,]l1c.T_:1 

11. Netophathites z,rhey arso tar
dilgat and the rural areas near Gebj anA ain
;r.pïs l1aa builftheir own seftlements arou
,:T: q!:r§ and Lenres firsr purified ther
' ney purrtted the people, the gates, and the wai

: ,-._l.r: ol Iudah ro rhe top of the wall and oidrge cholrs to gtve thanks. One of the choi
.:y,ïyrlq- alon€ rhe rop of rhe wal ü ji

-..H_oshatah 
and half the leaders of,udah fo

- -,:i"5^Tlh Azariah, Ezra. Meshulam, 34jr
Ir- )nemalan, and ,erem iah. rsThen came som
Draved trumpets, including Zechariah son t

-0-r 
)nemarah, son of Matlaniah. son of \.,lir;r(.ur, a de^scendant of Asaph. 36And Zechar.

^ 
.r,*:r,. shemaiàh, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalarl-luqln,3Jrd]Janani. They used the musi(a
rescnDec by David, lhe man of God. Ezra th(' 

! procession r/At the Fountain Gate tn.y ràn. sleps on lhe ascent of the ciÿ wall lowarr. o 
.l 

neypassed Ihe house of David and ther:he Water Gate on the east.
:nd choir giving thanks went northward*

, ;i ïiiï, ü îi,t:îii;I,5,#ï,,;:h}rff :t
- ll;ly-,i1., 1,2:24 Hebt e\ so n o I ti e.. bpnr, whrcrr.shor,

.iï:,i::",Ëf i!,il"i![ill.lî",,,".*"4 j,i;I
-, htrtv se(ond yedrot Arldene,w;§ 4l I BL



:: È aders were Ziha and Gishpa, all lived on the hflrdi
:,
'. re rhief officer of the Leütes in Jerusalem was @
,: i:ni,son of Hashabiah,sonof lvtattaniah,sonof !&l
::Êrnant of Asaph, whose family serÿed as sin€Éil,
: rÊmple. ,3Their daily responsibilities were cffi
::. -ii-ding to the terms of a royal command.
l::rahrah son of Meshezabel, a descendant of Zc
r: üdah, was the royal adüser in u1 mzngps 6f Éh
.:.iiration.
t :or the surrounding villages with their open ffilt
. : r the people of fudah lived in Kiriath-arba tri{nü!
.::.ents, Dibonu/ith its settlements, and Iekabzeeiü
..r.ges. 26They also lived in ]eshua, Moladah. iü
: 2iHazar-shual, Beersheba with its settlements.Ü
:r.ü \'leconah with its settlements. 2eThey also liü
':--non, Zorah, Jarmuth, 3ozanoah, and Adullara ü
: s:nounding üllages. They also lived in LachiSfl
:::b\-fields and Azekah !ÿith its surrounding ri[1tr
: :eople of Judah were living all the way from h

'. ::. ihe south to the vâlley of Hinnom.
!cm.e of the people of Ben,amin lived at 6ant

:.asl^. ,tiia, and Bethel with its settlements. 32Th.rl
, - \ralhoth, Nob, Ananiah, s3Hazor, Ramah. Gü
:: Teboim. Neballat, tsLod, Ono, and the vaM
:-i-.€n * 36some of the Leütes who lived in ]udaàül

. . . , r rvilh the tribe of Benjamin

fi 3."1 ï: i:'ff I ifl i*",ii'u"io,-.r,o tr
Hf:#,babei 

son or sneatier a*l

mi,*fH;,*.,,.,,.J
iJ''îlîï" rerumednith them were,J
\àomrer, )nereotan, ruoan, ano Matanrun,*I

f**x:ïïï
ff:ififfi,,.,,.*l
::,:,: .., :s leader of the family of Seraiah.
,:::::: ,\as leaderof thefamilyof |eremiah
::: - ::' *as leader of the familyof Ezra.
' :: :: ,: ',r as leader of the family of Amariai'-
- ' -,- ..,:s leader of the family of Malluch '
,.::,,,:!,eader of the familycf Shecaniah.'
. . .., .. oJtr of rhe family of Harim.
' i t - :-. : a!.iidrarhifr. 12:3qebtewRehumrcor:æ _ ù.. i rdnU\. .,pt\teddt,innpthot_ l2:5 ",,"q
' a: , ,:alk ver 5ion (see also l0:4; 1 2:2); Hebrew :ÊtJ ryi5

r rnùlt IiebrewmanuscriptsreadSfueDrflia.

,iwasreaderortheram,yorMeremoth.+ .."r"0*lffi ,"::TÏ'r:,::'*.-,,"
' 'iah was leader of the fam,v of Iddo. Ë.iiür-*ii ,i," *her hall of lhe peopre, along rhe lop of rherllam was leader of rhe famitv of Ginnerhon. ;,;li;;;;il. Tower of the oveni to.the Broàâ wa1, ,"thenlasleaderofrhefamirvorAbiiah.... p;;i iÀ;',pi"r-carelorheordciÿGare,*pasrtheFish

'vas also a* Ieader of the familvof.M i niamin. ôrià ,"à it. f"r".r of Hananel, and on to the lower of ther,iii1ï::j:i:lî#[fl,il:?iil;, l::]51J1.. we conrinued on to inà sÀi.p care and
,nan wasleiàeiàiiÀË?,.iry""il'f,Ë,i,,r,n. '"fffiXilt#^.9TËlnlili*. 

o,"r,nanks rhen proceeded

ilffià.ii1ii: ,,,]i,liil,Li-ll,i,no ro ue ieÀple or coo, *n.iàirîày't'âor'îr,àiiiiaces so aia r,
ias reader of rhe famirv or sartJl tog_erher 

',ih 
tne $oup oi reiààl *ïà'*.i."wlm me. 4rwe

,s leaderortheiim;i;;;ffi;; wenl togerher-u/i1rr 
119 1n1mg9r-nrarng priests_Etiakim.

'i,n,,irà,i.iôi,#r,^,iriJislm,n lijfl:.il;Ylii:T"i#,:ffi*,iffi:Sn.r;:l,tfj::*tl;;:-,etwasteaderofrheramuyôfteaaian. 
iàî"nr"lii]n r,ri;ufr, err*.unJËrÉ.. îÀàîËüy.a and sang

)rd of the Levite families was kept durins the loudlyunderthedirectionoflezrahiahtnechÀirairector.
q Eliashib, loiada, lohanan, and ladàua servËd as - 

43Many sacrifices were offered on that ioyous day, forI Another record of the priests was kept durin! God had_given the people cause for great ioy. the wômen
'1 uarlusthePersian.*2sArecordoftheheadsoT andchlldrenalsoparticipatedinthecelebration,andtheioy
tamilies was.kept inThe Book ol Histrrg do*; of the people of lerusalem could be heard far away.
ol,ohanan,lhegrandson*of Eliashib.'
rvere rhe famity leaders of the reüies: uarnrr,t. :',:o"lti:n: for Temple worship

,iah, Ieshua, Binnui.* Kadmiel,.ra àirr.il..i".i :yllrrl day men were appoinred r, be in (harge of the
'lood opposite tnem aurinfite i;;ffi;, sloreroomsfortheoflerings.thefiAtpdrtof theha;esl,and
' lhanksgiüng, one section" respondine i;i; :]:'l^:: l nev rvere re)ponsible to collecl from the fjelds
''nmandèd uy oavid, tire .rn oiCoJ ,inlr;;: :1t:19-t 

the.towns the pomons required by the Law for rhe
taniah, Bakbukiah, and obadiah. Ï:::l: :l: ftl,et ror all tie people of Iudah took ioy in the

il;,i1'#"ï;'1,1îliXLX'l:+*l:l:l::r'irl f,::ii1iX,'.'Ë:i:llii',îi:JPilfff:#,î','lïfl
,T:r[nïr,,rntft?#ïn:#+Tiiliili*1ii.iii+ï#ïîïîi"ilfl ffi ',;i1;
'crrbe. 

began tong igo rn the days of David and Asaph.izSo now, in
cn of lerusalem's wall thedaysof Zerubbab-elandof Nehemiah,aliÏsraelbroughti
edicaiion.of tre new warr of rerusarem, rhe,* ff*iiJ,,P#[;i:i',:.",TH:Ëi:ï mr:ffrm,,fli*:Jhouilherandwereaskedrocometorerusalem..ireJioiÀeln.rts,thedescendantso[Aaron.

'5e ceremonies. They were to take pan in the iov-
1 with their songs of thanksgiüng anO *if niÉ. Nehemiah,s Various Reforms\mbals, harps, and lwes. zàTI
g.m,ï,."*i"r,. iàil;;.;â.,ii9ffi.-"ii 13 fl:Jiii^':i.."3fl,fl:;::,ï:[:i,*îîi#î:i:,15.lldges of the NetoDhalhiles zeThey also.r.. ar-,roniiJolruoaUitesnoutaeverbepermittedtoenterthe
-.lgalandtheruratareasnearGebaander,.r- àriË"riüiiààa.,rrorrn.yhadnotprovidedthersi.aetires: singers had buitftheir own senlementr.u.orna ;ihïtli;ï;ter in the wildemeis. Instead, rhey hiredr'The priests and Levites firsr purified rh.* aiür,niJciii.tt.m,ti,ougl,ourcodturnedrhecurseinto

- theypurified the peopte, the gates, and rhe lÿati. ;Ërü:i;i'." this passage of rhe l2w \ÿas read, a, thosereleadersofludahtothetopofthewallandor- 
"rrài.,g"aàr.L",\,ÿereimmediateryexcrudedfromtheas-large choirs to give thanks. One of the choirs semhlv"

outhward- along rhe rop of the.w.al{ r.o !h.e 
-- 

i'riÉià.. rhis had happened. Hia.\rb rne pnesr. who hadi2Hoshaiahandhalftheleadersor 
rudahfor- u..rrpîàiriàirrsJpenrsc-o: the\roreroomsolthelem-

;3;ïH#ll,ffili,*ffi,r^.:ï:il,:#; "§*:[ï:::1.. ,].0 *as. ,;u;,,l,;;ii;biah,shad
prayeo trum jeii';;ilài;s â#;ii :# .; ;;ï :'i'.i r . { _, : ;;.;... iir.?iîilXI ?:]:iJlI; îiïrolShemaiah,sonofManàniah.,sonofMi(a_;.;i;;,;",-__.."e.rarkrncense,variousarticlestorthe

zaccur,adescendantofAsaph.36AndZechari- i.n1prl,'j.a,i,erithesofgrain,newwine,andoriveoil
res were Shemaiah, Azarel, Miralai, cilarai, rwhiËhrràr...,...,0.ar.rtî. 1Ërrj.r,in.'ring.rr,rro,n.^el,tudah.andHanani.Thevusedrh.emusical 

B;i;k;.;;;i r,*p à.îheorrerrngsforrhepriesrs.:rescribedbyDaüd,themânofGod.rzrathe *;l;;i;;,;"nt.,-,rtrrotrhrtrime, 
l^orthadrerurnedto

;Xffii:l1':iÏ::i:iil},:,ff';j|i:li:ll :li1'1::1:::l: B.bv,on i. inà iiiii§ ,.i;Jyearorhis

nt _;1liaittfi.il;;;iô#:i;#i,# ;tr; fl?:i:.,;il;,;,,::l,l,j,lïi:H:ïJ,î,Iîîil.
-.nd choir giving tr,anrs *ent norrhward* ::f#Tiffii.'i.'ffiiîffi::i*#*i#.,îiï,,1;
'Greekmanuscripts(seealsol2:3):Hehrew@dsMtaiath. l2:lTHebrewlacksthenameofthisfamilyleader. 12:2oHebrews4lldl.;' 2:22 Daib the penian i. prcbabrv Darrus.r I * r,o r"ignàà n: i -ari+ à..'àr'poiiil" nr"* , rr, * ho reigned r j 6_ J J r 8., .r 

2:23 Hebrew'PI2l0-lr'"t2:24Hebrc\ÿsonût.e-a.rL*ni,rïiÀoriiprot"ulü0"i"!iil,ii"..-q.lropernameBinnui{omparerzrdJ.qàndlhe
-26Hebte\lozadakatariantsDellinpnrrehozàddk. 12:3rH;brewrli,iiiüii."tz,ltyelreÿÿrath?reh-lz,liôiirp-riunnencate

tî""1r',I:;,ïT,É:;:f^,Jr",.,§,i1ll'jl"Jl"'"1-Ë;;iii,;}'".#iiilï'*;"r,ingorr,uvronbecau(eper.,dhddconqueredrhe

I
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NEHEMIAH 13 ..Poge2e8

threw all of Tobiah's belongings out of the room. eThen I brought in on the sabbath day 
'zoThe 

melchants and trad€9

demanded that the rooms be purified, and I brought back men i^/ith a variety of wares camped outside lerusalem one

the articles for God's remple, me griin offerings]and the or t!ÿice. 2lBut I spoke sharply to them and said"'what art

frankincense " you doing out herè' campinà around the wall? If vou do th!

roI also discovered that the Levites had not been given âgain,Iwillarestyou!"Andthatwasthe-lasttimetf.teyry

rh.i;;;;;.;i;;à portions of fooà, ià-tr.ey una !r''. sifrgers oi ttre Sabbath. 22Then I comrnanded the Leütes to pür

who were to conduct the worshifserr.iiài iraa alt returîed themseives and to guard the gates in order to presewe bt

io *o.r.'.1r.i.riaos. rrl immediàtely confronted the lead- holiness of the sabbath.

ers and demanded, "Why has lh. .T.T!L: :l !-.9-qY Remember this good deed also, o my God! Have - ...
negtected?" Thm i called allthe Lev]1.: li:!:CjlY:,Îli iompassion on àe according to your great and unfaili4
storedthemto theirproper duties. r2And.once more alltne 

tou".
people of Iudah began bringing their tithes ol grarn' new

irin!,àna ôfi* olf tô ttre reÀptë storerooms. 23About the same time I realized that some of the men s

irr iirig".a supewisors foi tire storerooms: Shelemiah Iudah had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, art;

tnepiüs1,iààotihescribe,andPedaiah,oneof theLeütes 
'lr"loab 2'Furthermore' half their children spoke the-1a

;;dirpi;;iJirnansonof Zaccurandgrands.onof Mat- guage of Ashdod or of some other people and could.B0

tanian àj tn.ir assistant. These men had ai excellent repu- ipeàt tne language of Judah at all éSo I confronted th6

iiiiôn, ana it was tneir iob to make honest distributioni to aird cailed down curses on them l beat some of them aE

their fellow Levites. pulled outtheirhail. I made them swear in the name ofc'ol:

r4Remember this good deed, o my God, and do not that they would not let their children intermarry with &

r,.s;;iiih,t inaî. raitnrury'aoÏe"r"oi',iàTi"",rpÏà "r *f:ffi::X,'f,i1iiii1T$ 
*n" red King soromon or rsre

my God and its services into sin?" I demanded. ' There was no king from any natin
15In those days I saw men of Judah [eading out their who could compare to him, and God loved him and md

*nç..ir., on ih. Subbuth. They were also bringing in him king over ail Israel. But even he was led into sin byE

srain, loading it on donkeys, and bringing their \^rine, $apes, foreign 
-wives. z/How could you even think of committil

t'Ui.anaattünsofprodüceto,erusalemtosellontheSab- 15i55'inlul6eedandactingunfaithfullltowardGodbyrnr
fittr. so t rebuked ihem for selling their produce on that rying foreign women?"
day.r6somemenfromTlre,wholivedinJerusalem,were 

'r"OneofthesonsofloiadasonofEliashibthehighpril

bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise. They were had married a daughter of Sanballat the Horonite, so I b.
sellifrgiiontheSabbathtothepeopleofJudah-andinleru- it1t.61ti*1rommÿpresence.
salem-atthat!

17So I confronted the nobles of Judah. "Why are you pro- 2eRemember them' O my God' for they have defiled ür '
faning the sabbath in ttris erlr wap,;i ast<egl ,a,,wæn't it priesthood and the solemn vows of the pilests and

jurii}l'itrort of titing that your anceitors did that caused our Leütes m

'Coà to tring att ttris"trouÉle upon us and our ciÿ Now you ioso I purged out everlthing foreign and assigned n#
are bringinfeven more wrath upon Israel by permitting the 

to the p.iàstünd Levites, making certàin that each knert{
Sabbathtobedesecraledinthiswayl .. work.j,lalsomadesurelhatlhesupplyofwoodforthe{'

reThen i commanded that the gates ot lerusalem snoulo ând the first portions ol lhe harvest were brought at t
be shut as darkness fell every Friday evening,* not to be nropertimes. 

$,opened until the Sabbath ended. I sent some of my own ser- '

,à"i, à grrra the gates so that no merchandise could be Remember this in my favor, o my God. ü

13:lgHebrewonli??r1 a|beiorethesabbath. ü
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Author Mordecar, according to Lradition (al
similariries in writins stylef 

",.,-,, ,",
. : Written Around 470 B.cLontent With drama, intrigue, romance, andrhe Jewish peoptei tt i"rf, rr"*l Ë,,iEsrher and her un.l" rir"a in inl,iï,of persia, insutred her h;;;;;.-;i ;a.new queen. Esther was ,"t".t.J à,Meanwhile, a wicked ;;;;;;; ;;extermination of all fews in tÀ" 

"rn.iinrervene, pt"raing,.,,WÀà üoï ifi(4:14). so tsther rÉied h;r i;i.";;j jptea, and ttre lews weà iàr;à, ili:Esther,s uncle. This remarkable delive

. 
/ing's Banquet

Pse events happened in the fl2y5 of King Xerxe:0 relgn€d over I 2 7 provinces srretching from Ind
.pr.a ' ,Ar rhat time Xerxes *t.d hi;.ilp;;; i;;r I inrone at the fortress of Susa. rln th. ihi;; ;.;;

i ff f :ü !',1,T,ïr I; ::ll t; lt,,m J*h: 
j

l:.?.]l:.^r qnd nobles of rhe provin..r liÀ.îËr*
axed"t 80 days_a rremendous disprr1,.irËà àiijrrn or nrs empire and the pomp and.s;Ë;;;#i;

::l:ïi'^{?I:r,lhe kinssave a banquer ror au rhr
.r,?I 

rll., gr*!..sr ro rheTe"asr, who *àià i, irrî r.i
.\usa_,rt 

Iasred for seven days and **ï;i;.;;.,î,o ol thepalacegarden..Thecourryard 
was beauti--rared wlrh whire corron curtains anà Éiue Àiil-

^.1-_*lr. 
fasrened \,rirh while f i;;;;;i;,i;i

. 319,1s 
to siiu"r.ings embedded i. ,rroi. piirili

..1 :1,u., couches stood on a mosaic puu..*.ri',r-ÿ, marbte, mother.of-peait, ;;;.;,#.Jàr:i;
. \-ivere served in gold goblets of many desjgns, and,i"iol.?,*i:".:f royàl mne refl ec,iü ;hi T; il:"Ey eorct of the kins. no lin
,s, ror rhe hng r,uà'in"it,î.i'.1':i ii[j:lïl,il

1-eeach 
man as much as he wanled.

5am_e tlme, Queen Vashti gave a banquet l.or the- rne royal palace of King XËrxes.

!/ashti Deposed
v::^th day of.the feast, when King xerxes was in

- 
s,oecause of the wne, he told ,h.-r;r;;;;;:h,; 

.-reo h,m_Mehuman, Bizthâ ilrrbr.r, Ëiàïrlz ernar,,and Carcas_, rto bri ni queen vurfrîi. iî- e,royal crown on her head. He"wanled t he nobles l:1,1:ll:, to^eaze cn her beaury, f", ,h;;;;; ;]lll,9Iîl r2Bur when rhey conveyea rire kine,i i€en vash.ri, she refused ro iome. this .àa. iiË ris, and he burned \4/ith anser
-.nediatety,consutted wiliiÀ;; wise advisers, who ie r€rstan laws and customs, for he alway;;rI;; ;
:À^'rle names of these men were CarifrË*iÀ.I "
ll11:^lntn,:h, Meres, Marsena, rno,ra.muiu'n_ s,
iili,i;otr|.'lf i}"i,i'r|',);""''u''o'n'o,tnou,üpboo.o'r

I

i

I



H:i,Jliiîll:ï':ii*s:t ji:['#ff :li:li::,xi
i:,iff :iii'.i::lfjiflÏr.:iii'iiJl:,ïi'#iit
igain, t rüll anest you!" Ând"that was the last time they{

il:il::[+1il,,:#îii,i&ï,Ëi:'.']:lïJ]îitl

ïff i3,:ï :ï flîîXliij, l'J?;i# $?ll :in{
,,0ïâ'nï,1'[î??îlâ'ffi ]Jff lil',fl'Xln"#:iilL'"il
ttoab. 24Furthermore, half their children spoke ttr!
guage of Ashdod or of some other people and corl

ffi*'j.H?,rîHiîtiï[lT1H'f]il';ft'r 
j*il

iÏat they would nol let their children intermarry- nil

ii*;'il.*}i. J:tsii"','l:#Hl
î,iî;,"i'"":"üfi ïi;liï'siî:i:iililiHl
aTlfl ff Ëil:T:î.î'"iitiii,iïiî'JiàH.i.*î.

ïthti:'.'."üHl:?$ffi ffitTl:i:l:iif,
'":'-:iÏii:Tii,i"0,,",.,n., nuu. *l

priesthood and the solemn vows of Lhe Priests al

^l:::ll^ï'^c:-d,î11,ï'glilr-'::îfl 1i:,x'idto the pdests and Leütes, making

ffi:i*:Ï*î*:5

Esrunn
Author Morde.cai, according to tradition (arthough some have suggested Ezra or Nehemjah, based onsimilarities in writing style)
,Vritten Around 470 B c
'ontent With drama, intrigue, romance, and murder, the book of Esther tells of the near destruction ofthe Jewish. people. lt tells how a Jewish woman named Esthemistea nerlite to sal"ï", p"opt".

Esther and her uncle lived in the land of Persia, where the,ews were in 
"*it". 

nii"rvurhti, queenof Persia, insurted her husband, the king, she was deposed, and the king began rooking tora new queen. Eslher was selected for her beauty, bui she kept her Jewis-h nuiiànuiiiu u 
'".r",.Meanwhile, a wicked man named Haman became the king,s uauirÉi unà ü.jun fiJttinq ti,.extermination of ail Jews in the empire. Esther's uncle rearËed of the pl"i ,Àü r.6qïà Esther tor.lt!rye1e, pleading, ,,Who knows if perhaps you were made qreen tôr lrri ,r.i, lii.u u, tf,irZ,,(4:14). So Esther risked her life and àpproàcÉea the king about the maiter. The kinq heard herptea, and the jews were saved, white Éaman was hansel .r; g;it;;;;;.J pi.pr.*a t",

Esther's uncle. This remarkable deliverance of the lewiis celebràted uy the lewisn ieast of purim.

- g's Banquet seven nobles of.p.ersia and Media. They met \ryith the king
*.:jt^Yt?:i.-d-iilt j_1rr .i *,ng xerxes,* resularl) and nelo t\e highesipoirtioni'tn tË'empire.:rgneoover r27 provrncesstretchingfromlndia 1s,,what must be doni to Queen vashti?,,tne ting ae_,.a * 2At that time xerxes ruled his empire from manded. ,,what penali) does the taw proüde for à queenlrone at the forrress of susa. jrnrhe third year of wno reruses to ouÇti;il;;;à.;r';loiàriu'r.nt t1,rorg1.' ie gave a banquet for all his nobles and of?icials. nis eunuinsz;

. r all the military officers of Persia and Media as ,uMemucan answered the king and his nobies, ,,Queen

'princesandnoblesoftheprovinces.+Thecele- vasntihaswrongeanotonrÿti,.iinglufutiî.uen,noot.
:. .ed I 80 days-a tremendous display of.the opu- ana citüen Ttrrougtrout your empire. r zvvomen everylvhere: of his empire and the pomp andspiendor ofïis ,ili n.gin io a.spise their husbands when thev learn thar

: was a, over, rhe king gave a banquer ror arrhe fHËi*.',i',itàri"': :"r?ffS #r#|ï1î, Ï:"ft1ïI|î.1n the greatest to the least, who wère_ in- the for- tirrougnout rersia anc ,r.leaia witt her, *i,àîtii. qr..n oia
- !a 

.It lasted for seven days and was held in tire ana r.riit siàrt teating their irururnà, in. ,iÀ. way. There: :: th.e palace garden. 6The courtyard was beauti- ur re no enà to tnuiî ..^t.Àp-iinJæ;r.*"-
, ed !ÿilh white cotton curlains and biue hang- ,s,,soifiLpieasetheking,wesuggesr rîatyou issueawrit_'rJÿere fastened with white.linen cords unt t.ndecree,iiawottirepersiansand.ltcdesïhatcannotbe

' rt.ts to silver dngs embedded in marble pillars. revoteà.lt snouta order that Queenïasi ti t.'io..ue. urn-,:lr,er couches stood on a mosaic pavèment irn.àiio^ tn. presence of King xerxes, and that the king- ' marble, mother-of-pearl, and other costty strouta itroôse unotier queen mùre worthv than she.

ereservedinsordsobletsof manydesig,,.,,na ffiilir:i:i:J:iTi:iTii:i:i51,îï::i:,ii:fi,Ï:l
abundanc_e of royaj wtne, reflecting the ting,s ceiue properresle. ,, , ,.u *,,,.1.1 

"''" "
'3\' edict of the king, no limits-weré placed 6n zr Tie iing and his :rcbles rhougllt this made good sense,. for.the king had instructed all his pâlace offi- ,o r.1. ioliorËà,u.mu.en,s counsel. 22He sent letters to all. each man as much as he wanted. _ purt, oi if.,a .mpire, tc each proi.tnce in its own script and.-retime,Queenvashti gaveabanquetforthe ianguage,proclaimingtnater:er,^unr'r,ou"taïËtn.rrt.ror
. royal palace ofKingXerxes. his own hôme and,iirfirrriiîuïàr;;h;;;.^.r..

::hti Deposed Esther Becomes eueen'rh day of the feast, when King xerres was in , But after xerxesiange- had subsided, he began thinking
'auseofthewtne,hetoldtheseveneunuchs Z aboutvashtrand\.l-at.hehaddoneandlhedecreehe'.: him-Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, had made. eso his pcrscnal .n."a""ir-*ggàrïed, ,,Let 

us' :lr,.and carcas-lrto bring Queen vashii to search the empire io find beautiful vouns"îiÀns fcr the,::i,alcrownonherhead.Hewanredthenobles king.:1s11heki 
_.pp;,ilr;;;i;;.,rllp?,àüff..tot.ing

:er men to gaze on her beauty, for she was a theie beautiful yôuài 
"o.ôn 

i"t" tr.,. ôui niem at rhe+oman-r2Butwhenrheyconvey€dtheking's fortressofsusa.Hegai,theking,seunuchinchargeofthe
-1vashti, she refused ro come. This made rÉe harem, will see tnat"tËey ;.-;i;ü;;;;ï teatments.
'nc he burnedwith anger. 4Afterthat,theyoung rvomanwhomostpleases the kinglvill
"rratelyconsultedwithhislviseadvisers,who bemadequeeninstËaaorvasirti.;iirir"uàri."*urr..yrp-
: : rsian laws and customs, for he always asked pealing to'the king, 

'o 
Ir" puiif.. pf* i;t, ;?;il.

':henamesof thesemenwerecarshena,she- 
- ,Atihat time tÉere wai a lewi'sh man ln ihi-fo.tress of: Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan- susa whose name was Mordecai son of Jarr. He u,as fro:r.

-"tr,anothernameforxerxes;alsotkoughoutthebookofEsther.xerxesreigned486-4658c t:lbHebreNirf6h.1:22a.j,::i,)guoge of hk oun people.

I



ESTHER 3...Poge300

the tribe of Beniamin and was a descendant of Kish and angÏy aI King Xerxes and plotted to assassinate him 'l
Shimei.eHisfamily*hadbeenamJn-jin"i.*nà,*if,ring naôrâecaitreirdaboutthe'plotandgavetheinformaûd

i.tioiucrlin- of ludah, had been exiieo rrom Ierusalem tà queen Esther. She then told the king about il119^q1v1-l

iliuyton ty King Nebuchadnezzar. TThis man had a very decai credit for the report. 2rwhen an investlgan6nÇ

[.i,1ifiiJ"Ji"î.ry young corsin, Huoiir.r,, *r',o *ut ,lsô made and Mordecai's siory was found to be tme' the*l

called Esther. when her father and mother died, Mordecai men were impaled on a sirarpened pole. This was dt
adopted her into his family ana raisàa her as his own cordedinThe'Bookof thbHisioryof KîngXerxes'Reiga

daughter.- iiiiresuttof theking'sdecree,Esther,alongwithmany Haman's Plot.against the lews
other young women, was Urougntio itre king's Ëarem at tnâ 2 Some time lat-er King xerxes pr."T'iil 1?*11#-
fortressof §usaandplacedinÉegai'scare.iHegaiwasvery J Hammedatha the Agagite *91 .il ,11:T:,:^o3
i*pr.ti.a with Esrher and treatËd her kindlv. fle quicklV making him the most powerful official in the emplre!'

;;â...d;special menu for i,eiinà pio"ided hJr \4rth thekini'sofficialswoüldbowdownbeforeHamul!o9{
ù.irtylràrti"..is.uealsoassignü't.ïi.u.n*uiasspe- himreipectwhenever.hepassedbv,forsothekinEÜ
itrrüiriài.iiri.. the ting's paiace, Àd he moved her ind commanded. But Mordecai refused to bow down or fru
früiraiOs into ttre bestplicein the harem. him respect h

loEsther had not tota anyone oi hei nationality and fami- 3The; the palace officials at the.king's gate asked llrt
ryUact<gràunO,becauseMordecaihaddirectedh;rnoltodo decai, "Why ire you disobeying the kins's commd
so.rrEverydayMordecai wouldtakeawalknea:thecourl- oftrevspotJroninldayafterdây,Ëutstillhe"refuspdtodh

Vàra of ti. nâ..* to find out atàut Eslter and what was pty ütË the order. So they spoke to Haman abor'it this Bqi

happeningtoher. if he would tolerate Mo;dècai's condÜct since Mordff
r2Before each young woman was taken to the king's t ed, had told them he was a Jew. hr

she was given the prescribed twelve months of bealltytrea{- 'W1en Haman ,a* ihut Mo'decai would not bow üà
ments-îix months with oif oi'myr.fr" ioffo*.d pV six or show him respect, he was filledrvitL,ï§;,if;1t
*ontns\a/itn special perfumes and ointments. lrwhen iÎ leamed of Mordecai's nationality, so I

wastiÀerorneïtogoiotneking;italace,shewasgivenh€r enoughtola.v-handso.nMordecaialone'Instead,held
choice of whatever clothing o, i.ri"rw iii. *r"r.? to tuk. to,,iu1ià'oeit oy all the,ews throushoul the entrrct
from the harem. r4That evening she was taken to the king's pire of ierxes' " h

private rooms, and the next morning she was broughtto tne 'so in-ttre month of April,+ during the ltt]g]st
iecond harem,* where the king's-wives lived. There she KingXerxes'reign,lotswerecastinHaman's,presencel
wouldbeunderthecareofShaaihgaz,theking'seunuchin lolswerecalledpurim)lodetermine.lhPhestdavandfiÇ
charge of the concubines. She would never go to the ting to tak;i.tiàn. Âno tn. day selecTed was uarcÉr 7. nedfr

again unless he had especially enjoyed her and requested year later'* ù

herbyname. 
- 

sThen Haman approached King xerxes and said, 1*
lsÉstherwasthedaughterofAbihail,whowasMorde- isacertainraceoipeople-scatteredthroughll,l:9"

cai,s uncle. (Mordecai hàd adopted his younger cousin Es- inces of your empire-who keep. themselves separate qÉ

ther.) When it was Esther's turn to g'o to the king, she everyone else. Their laws are different from those cûI
acceptedrheadüceofHegai,rheeunùchinchargeofthe otherpeople,andtheyrefur:t"."P:Jll-.,11yt"9"t,111!5
i ii.iri. St . asked for notËing except what he suggested, it is not in the king's interest tolet them live- elt it pleaqr

and she was admired by every"one wÀo saw her. king, issue a de$ee that they be destroyed, 1i9,ry!Ë
roEstherwastakentôKingXerxesattheroyâlpalacein 10,000largesacks*ofsilvertothegovernmentadmLÇ

early winrer* of the seventh yeu, àf ttiueigr, ,iAnd the torsto tàaiposited in the-royal treàsY- , - ... -^-*.
t<-i"! tovea Esther more thin any of the other young _.loThekingagreed,.corfirming.hisdecslgilll.1t5r
*oriÀ.n.*ærodelightedwithherthathesettheroyal hissignetringfromhis.fingerandgiüng.ittoHam"nq
cro\dn on her head arid declared her queen instead of HammedathatheAgagite,theenemyoftnelews.rrlhe?
Vashti. 18To celebrate the occasion, he fave a great ban- said,"Themoneyandthepeoplearebothyourstod0\rf
quet in Esther's honor for all his nobles and officials, de- you see fit " 

-Ï
;iii:l§,3ili:ii'Jffi'o' 

the provinces and giving 
,J:il:.txiilË.'ffJ:i'.:,ï":r.,-iiiüT:ffi" reEven;fteralltheÿoungwomenhadbeenûansferredto senttotheking'shigheslofficers,thegovemorsoJtE

the second harem* and Mo;decai had become a palace offi- spective proünces, and the nobles. of each province ln!f,

iirll ,o9116.r continued to keep her family background own scripts and languagts. The decree Ys yi{i!
ind nationality a secret. She was still following Moràecai's name of King Xerxes and sealed with the king's s,l,rydf

àiràctions,;usiasshedidwhensherivedinhishome. ;:::%1,i;;:ffii:.:Ë;;i'#i.ï::ii:r,:i,i#31i.,+
Mordecai's Loyalty to the King old, including \^omen and children-must be killed,§{
,,On.OuyarMoidecâiwasonduryittheking'sgate.twool tered,aliCannlhilaledonasingleday ThlswasschedÜ

lhe king's eunuchs, Biglhana* ânO f eresî-ïno were haipen on March 7 of the nüt yeâr * The nrooerh #
guardsal thedoorol theking'sprivatequartels-became lewswouldbegiventolhosewhokilledtheÂ X

2:6aHebrewHe. 2i6bi1ebrevleconiah,aEriantspellinsof lehoiachin' 2:l4.Or104'othetp1fioftheh\ren.'''9'1"TiJât*iJt"r'ttJJi:fr}|Jt
iiiiiàjriiin Âit"i oiàat.s tn ttr" loot of Estirer cai be cross-checked with dales in suruiving Persian reuds and rclale(

calendar.Thismonthoftheancientrieorewluniicilenaaroccunedwitnintnemontl,sofoecemberizgsc andJanuâry478r'c' 2:lgaThemear*

rheHebrewisuncerrain. z:tsoHeurew?nâilorîiiàiàiiliiiir.tn gateoJtniking. 2t2lHebtewBisthaî;compalg9:2- l]:!"-b:il',Ü
iir*, ti".ontn of X;tdfl. This month of the ancient Hebrew luna; calend;r occürred within the months of April and Mr,'* 

'nt; jlt:,"i:rl:;;"i,t
i,7r x i" l, i :, *É.n , eaas the thirteenti iay ijine uetltn montn, tne month oI Ador; Hebtew rcads in the tuelfth nonth, of t

calendar.ThedateselectedwasMarchT,4T3Àc;alsoseenoteon2:16. lgu"ar*'i6,'ôtjoi,l,,ii,ulout:zston'or34omeftictonsrn€i8ht Ü

i,ilÈ"nùrortrr"*,;ieentnaogoytne'fitmrll,,ôiiÀ"un.i"ntHeurewlunar.alendar.Thisdâ,vwasÀ!ri1.17,4748c;alsose€noteon2:16 -- I
f,ilgiarùiitii tnirw""tn aoi oîtnà ruiiil*iit , tii Àinn of la*, of the ancient Hebrew iünar calendar. The date selected was March 7,4i;l
also see note on 2:15. ' Lw"tt 'Lvt'|tt' 

q'c u'v ü

Lr),of this decree was to be issued as law i
,nd, proclaimed to all peoples, so thal they \.{.j0 their duryon the appointed day. r:4i,n,
I the decree went out by swlft messengers
:roclaimed in the fortress of Susa. Ihe-n Ll

ran sat down to drink, but the city of Susa f

.:ai Requests Esther,s Helo
I Mordecai learned about ail that had beer
'e his clothes, put on burlap and ashes, an

.re ctry, crrng\.vith a loud and bitter wail. zH
:he gate of the palace, for no onewas allowec
,iace gate while wearing clothes of mournin!
r ihe king's decree reached all the proüncei
mouming among the Iews. They f;sted, wel

- o many peop)e lay in burlap and ashes.
: Queen Esther's maids and eunuchs came ar
-L Vordecai, she was deeply distressed. Sh. lo htm to-replace the burlap, but he refu.'ner sent tor Halhach, one of the king,s eu

: been appointed as her attendant. She o-rdere
'.lordecai and find out what was troubling hil
. es in mourning. 650 Hathach went out to Mol

- .r3re in front of the palace qate.
::cai told,him the whole sùry, including the

: noney Haman had promised to payinio the
)r the destruction of the;ews. aMbrâecai gar

-py of the decree issued in Susa that caUeà f(
':i1 lews. He asked Hathach to show it to Esth€
ie situation to her. He also asked Hathach to (

o rhe king to beg for mercy and plead for her
athach retumed to Esther with À,lordecai,s

Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this
:ordecai: r"All the king,s officials and ever'le proyinces know lhal anyone who appear
. ing in his inner court !ÿithout being'invit: die unless the-king holds out his gàld sce. n-g has not called for me to come to him for t' Hathach* gave Esther's message to Mordec,

:"cat sent this reply to Eslher: ,,Don,t 
think for a' oecause.you.'re in the palace you will escape v

.\ s are killed. 14lf you keep quiet at a üme iike
r and relief for the Jews will àrise from some c

: r ou and your relaüves will die. Who knows if
.1ere made queen for iust such a time as this?,,- tsther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16.,Go
.'ether all the lews of Susa and fast for me. Do

k for three days, night or day. My maids and I
re. Ànd then, though it is âgainst the law, I wi
Ie king. lf I must die, I must die.,, rTSo Mord
. and did everything as Esther had ordered hir

Request to the Kino
e third day of the fa;t, Esther put on her rr
dnd entered the inner court of the palace,- rheking's hafl. The kingwas sittingôn his it
rng rne enrrance. 2When he saw Queen Est

lere in the inner court, he welcomed her and h
rld scepier to her. So Esther approached :' e end of the scepter.
.'e king asked her, ,,What 

do you want, Queen
. . t§ your request? I will give it lo \ou, even if i
rgdoml"
,lher replied, "If it please the king, let th€ king a
. tk \ersion; Hebrew reads thry. 5: I 4 Hebrew 50.!}]rr I..

I
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'lÂft'ÿ are you disobeying tne 

"t<lnË,s .o*rtr

ffiig'i:,iÿl;,;l."*ti#fi :i'f,."x'ff
€n Hanan saw that Mordecai would not bortr
È hiix respect, he was filled with rase. uU-r
i of.\4ordecai's naüonality, so he decid;d it 

-
to iai hands on Mordecji alone. Instead- he il

$d;l-*ü;î,"-:-:ï;ü#
#Ji#ifr Iiff :'#'i:î'i:3.J:î:ilî.il;
n Haman approached King Xerxes and said_ -I.

iü:#if ,'#ff 
::[;tri+ii:i.iàFl

trple. and they refuse toobeythe lawsof m"ÈD
rn iir€ king's interest to let tÉem tive. eif itpl*

î-+iËt,j-.*+*ttl;r{ti':
{ r;ng trom his finger an-d giüng it to Ha'màfl,

ffïi:**ï::i*;:
ffiî,.Ïîx*rrh{{rüËlîËî#:st
?ff iX*lSX*f :;Jlâ*i,iif; .T

#'$'fdî;'#$*[frmdîl'ffi
I arr:rihjlated on a single day. This was rcnerl-
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:,v of this decree was to be issued as law in every Haman come today to a banquet I have prepared for the
.:nd proclaimedto all peoples,sothat theywould be king."
.10 their dury- on the appointed day. 15At the king's sThe king turned to his attendants and said, "Tell Haman
.1. the decree went out by swift messengers, and it to come quickly to a banquet, as Esther has requested." So
rroclaimed in the fortress of Susa. Then the king the king and Haman went to Esther's banquet.

'3n sat down to drink, but the city of Susa fell into 6And while they were drinking v/ine, the king said to Es-
:l ther, "Now tell me what you really want. What is your re-

:ai Reqriests Esther,s Herp *ï'J,i#l|iil:i:Jiili,1,'àî:1,Ï:ffliâ:§l,tl;il{ .,'
.n Mordecai learned about all that had been done, I have foundiavor witn tne ting, ând if it pleasès the king to
ne his clothes, put on burlap and ashes, and went grant my request and do whàt I ask, please come ùth
.heciÿ,cryingwithaloudandbitterwail.2Hewent Èaman iomoirow to the banquet I wili prepare for you.
ihe gate of the palace, for no one was allowed to en- Then I will explain what this is àll about.,, 

-

,lace gate while wearing clolhes of mourning. 3And

rftheking'sdecreereachedalltheproünces,there Haman's Plan to Kill Mordecai
.i mourning among the |ews. They fasted, wept, and eHaman was a happy man as he left the banquetl But when
'nd many people lay in burlap and ashes. he saw Mordecai sitting at the palace gate, not standing up
: n Queen Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told or trembling nervously before him, Haman became furious.
rt Mordecai, she was deeply distressed. She sent roHowever, he restrained himself and went on home.
I to him to replace the burlap, but he refused it. Then Haman gathered together his fnends and Zeresh,
.ther sent for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs his uife,rrand boasted to them about his $eat wealth and

: been appointed as her afiendant. She ordered him his many chiidren. He bragged about the honors the king
''lordecai and find out what was troubling him and had given him and how he had been promcted over all the
. as in mouming. 650 Hathach went out to Mordecai other nobles and officiais.

r Jare in front of the palace gate. r2Then Haman added, "And thafs not alll Queen Esther
.iecai told him the whole story, including the exact inüted only me and the king himself to the banquet she pre-
rfmoneyHamanhadpromisedtopayintotheroyal pared for us. And she has inüted me to dine uith her and
iorthedestructionoftheJe\,vs.EMordecaigaveHa- thekingagaintomorrow!"r3Thenheadded,"Butthisisall
opy of the decree issued in Susa that called for the worth nothing as long as I see Mordecai the Je\\ just sitting
:11 Iews. He asked Hathach to show it to Esther and there at the palace gate."
re situation to her. He also asked Hathach to direct raSo Haman's wife, Zeresh, and all his friends suggested,
to the king to beg for mercy and plead for her peo- "Set up a sharpened pble that stands seventy-five feet* tall,

Hathach returned to Esther with Mordecai's mes- and in the moming ask the king to impale Mordecai on it.
When this is done,you can go on your merrywayto the ban-

,:1EsthertoldHathachtogobackandrelaythismes- quet with the king." This pleased Haman, and he ordered
r'lordecai: r1"All the king's officials and even the thepolesetup.
r the provinces know that anyone who appears be-
king in his inner court without being invited is The King Honors Mordecai

. ro die unless the king holds out his gold scepter. ;( That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered
.inghasnotcalledformetocometohimforthirty L, anattendanttobringthebookofthehistoryofhisreign
:c Hathach* gave Esther's message to Mordecai. so it could be read to him. 2In those records he discovered
'lecaisentthisreplytoEsther:"Dontthinkforamo- anaccountofhowMordecaihadexposedtheplotofBigtha-
:: because you're in the palace you will escape when na and Teresh, two of the eunuchs who guarded the door to
,ewsarekilled.rrlfyoukeepquietatatimelikethis, theking'sprivatequarters.Theyhadplottedtoassassinate

-.e and relief for the Jews will arise from some other King Xerxes.
i vou and your relatives will die. Who knows if per- r"What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai
rvere made queen for just such a time as this?" for this?" the king asked.

:. Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: r6"Go and Hisattendantsreplied,"-\othinghasbeendoneforhim."
gether all the Jews of Susa and fast for me. Do not 4"Who is that in the outer court?' the king inquired. As it
'nkforthreedays,nightorday.Mymaidsandlwill happened,Hamanhadjustannedintheoutercourtofthe
,ne.Andthen,thoughitisagainstthelaw,Iwillgo palacetoaskthekingtoimpale\lordecaionthepolehehad
, ihe king. If I must die, I must die." 17So Mordecai prepared.
,r and did everÿ'thing as Esther had ordered him. 5So the attendânts replied to the king, "Haman is out in

the court."
r Request to the King "Bringhimin,"thekingordered.6soHamancamein,and
:e third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal the king said, "What should I do to honor a man who truly

. ) and entered the inner court of the palace, iust pleases me?"
,m the king's hall. The king was sitting on his royal Haman thought to himself, "Whom would the king wish

::cing the entrance. 2when he saw Queen Esther to honor more than me?" 7So he replied, "If the king wishes
. lhere in the inner court, he welcomed her and held to honor someone, the should bring out one of the king's
gcld scepter to her. So Esther approached and ownroyalrobes,aswellasahorsethatthekinghimselfhas
.ne end of the scepter. ridden-one \.ÿith a royal emblem on its head. elet the robes
:he king asked her, "What do you want, Queen Es- and the horse be handed over to one of the king's most no-
I is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is ble officials. And let him see that the man whom the king
ngdom!" 'ÿr'ishes to honor is dressed in the king's robes and led
jther replied, "ff it please the king, iet the king and through the city square on the king's horse. Have the official
:!k version;Hebrewreads rheu. 5:14 Hebrew 50 arits 122.5 metersl.
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shout as they go, 'This is what the king does for someone he

wishes to honor!"'
l0"Excellent!" the king said to Haman. "Quick! Take the

robes and myhorse, and do,ust as you have said for Morde-
cai the Jew,who sits atthe gate of the palace. Leave out noth-
ing you have suggested!"

rlso Haman took the robes and put them on Mordecai,
placed him on the king's own horse, and led him through
the city square, shouting, "This is what the king does for
someone he wishes to honor!" r2Afterward Mordecai re-

tumed to the palace gate, but Haman hurried home de-
jected and completely humiliated.

13when Haman told his wife, Zeresh, and all his friends
what had happened, his wise adüsers and his wife said,
"Since Mordecai-this man who has humiliated you-is of
Jewish birth, you will never succeed in your plans against
him.Itwill be fatal to continue opposing him."

l4while theywere still talking,the king's eunuchs arrived
and quickly took Haman to the tlanquet Esther had pre-
pared.

The King Executes Haman
7 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther's ban-

/ quet. zOn this second occasion, while they were drink-
ing wine, the king again said to Esther, "Tell me what you
want, Queen Esther. What is your request? I will give it to
you, even if it is half the kingdom!"

rQueen Esther replied, "If I have found favor with the
king, and if it pleases the king to grant my request, i ask that
my life and the lives of my people will be spared. +For my
people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaugh-
ter, and annihilate us. Ifwe had merelybeen sold as slaves, I
could remain quiet, for that would be too triüal a matter to
warrant disturbing the king."

s"Who would do such a thing?" King xerxes demanded.

Ilîi:-:#iiij{,':[.11îi1;i.i",rii#:i;*1'f f,
3Then Esihe; wenl again bel'ore the king, falling dfl

lîil'irHifl'f#rtl#;,iü",il;i+i:lf,

;*ilj;xri*tii'Jiiff *ili*üni:#,iî:'Jit

f #îxr,*:ï?ffTid'l'ilil-,:âiiii".iTj":fl
stroyed. eFor how can I endure to see my people arl

TTi+if'Ï'.à'ffi :ii:,mln.ru:','**:f
has been impaled on a pole because he ûied to destril

[îi'#ïii*xF,#:ft ::{H#'fii[;li'dffi
:liJ:'ir'i,'iï}i}J-:l.','ti:#:l:.,ffi
and a decree was written exactly as Mordecai dictat-

i3:,: :iiTfl *#: iiî :i,'['J' i"f i.:ii'.ii l[:il
from lndia to Ethiopia.* The decree was written inJ
scripts and languages of all the peoples of the emptil

::T$t""" 

"i,i:"i.'* 

§i: l:I:: ff i;if; #iË''Tfi.il
Mordecai sent the dispatches by swift messengers,f
rode fast horses especially bred for the king's service-I

, 

" 
Hi: fl'iliff :'if; .il',i"*: fîjr'i:§iiJLi"il

.l ]l lgir cjtie.s 
Ihroughour ail the king,s proünc

,: any_one who tried to harm them. But io ône coi
, nd against-them, [or everyone was afraid of the]'e noDles ot Ihe provinces, the highest officers, tl
dnd the royal officials helped tÈ'e Jews for feai
..torÀ4ordecai had been promoted in the kinr'l hts tame.spread throughout all the proünces

. - e more and more powerful.
-e Ievr's went ahead on the appointed day ar

_ :,,m their enemies with the swoià. Tfrey Uffea in, .d. their enemies and did as they pÉur.a ùi
c hated them. 6In the fortress of 3üsa itæff, t-l.d 5O0 men. zThey also killed prrrflunàrti,r, O,
rdlha, 8poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, ,prr.irni
dal, and vaizatha_rothe ten sons of Haman sàpdatha, the enemy of lhe lews. But they did nc

r iunder
, ery day, when the king was informed of the num
pte Kll]ed In the fortress of Susa, r2he called fo

:.:her. He said,,,The Jews have killed 500.."1" tfrr.f Susa. alone, as well as Haman,s t.n ,onr. fi iÀ.]
. that here, \,vhat has happened ln tte resf oiiÀ,

bur now, what more do you wanl? It will br
r Iou;tell me and I \.^iill do it.,,
. : responded,,,lf it please the king, give the lews rr- sslon todoagaintomorrowastheÿ havedoneTo.

: .et the bodies of Haman,s ten sons bt impaf.a àn-a

:,e king.agreed, and the decree was announced in-.i they impaled the bodies of Haman,s ten sons.
, Iews at Susa gathered logelher on March g* and
more men, and again they took no plunder.- *trite, the other Iews throughout thà king,s prov_r gathered together to defend their live"s Thel

'e f from all thei r enemies, kil ling 75,000 of thoseI inem. But they did not take an1 plunder. rzThis
throughout lhe provinces on March Z, and on

:T^1:tt:9.. .:"I*raring rheir yicrory wrtn a aay oi. :n0 gtadness. rE(The lews at Susa killed their eîe-\larch 7 and again on March g, then rested on

^Tlki"g 
thar lheir day of f.asrtng ana glaàn.si ,

5 0ay-rural le!rys liüng in remote vrllages-celebrate
l r estlval and holiday on the appointet day in lare.rnen theÿ rejoice and send gifts of foodio each

"Who would be so presumptuous as to touch you?" slaughter, and annihilate anyone of any nationality or gîh
oEsther replied, "This wicked Haman is our adversary and ince who might attack them or their children and wivesl;n

our enemy." Haman grew pale with fright before the king to take the property of their enemies. t'zThe day chosaft
and queen. TThen the king iumped to his feet in a rage and this event throughout all the provinces of King Xerxes rh
went out into the palace garden. March 7 of the next year.* ,r,

Haman, however, stayed behind to plead for his life with 13A copy of this decree was to be issued as law in arn
Queen Esther, for he knew that the king intended to kill province and proclaimed to all peoples, so that the lhr
him. sln despair he fell on the couch where Queen Esther would be ready to take revenge on their enemies onh
wasreclining,justasthekingwasreturningfromthepalace appointed day. trSo urged on by the king's comm+
garden. the messengers rode out swiftly on fast horses bred fcrü

Thekingexclaimed,"Willheevenassaultthequeenright king's service. The same decree was also proclaimæ7-

here in the palace, before my very eyes?" And as soon as the the fortress of Susa. l'
king spoke, his attendants c'overôdhaman's face, signaling rsThen Mordecai left the king's presence, wearingS
his doom. royal robe of blue and white, the great crown of gold,{

eThen Harbona, one of the king's eunuchs, said, "Haman an outer cloak of fine linen and purple. And the peoptÜ

has set up a sharpened pole that stands sevenÿ-five feet* Susa celebrated the new decree. r6The Iews were {,
tall in hii own courtyard. He intended to use it to impale with ioy and gladness and were honored everywhere I
Mordecai, the man who saved the king from assasslna- every provinèe and city, wherever the king's decræf
tion." rived, the Jews rejoiced and had a great celebration arufu1,

"Then impale Haman on itl" the king ordered. roso they clared a public festival and holiday. And many of ü

impaledHamanonthepolehehadsetupforlr,lordecai,and people of the land became fews themselves, for ill
the king's anger subsidèd- feared what the Jews might do to them.

A Decree to Help the lews The Victory of the lews
OOnthatsamedayKingXerxesgavethepropertyof l)SoonMarchT. Ihetwodecreesofthekingwenl
OHaman,theenemyoftheJews,toQueenEslher.Then Zintoeffect.Onlhalday,theenemiesoftheleu'sr
Mordecai was broughi before the king, ior Esther had told hoped to overpower them, but quite the opposite happ«
the king how they were related. 2The king took off his signet It was the ]ews who overpowered their enemies. 2The El

79Hebrew50ilbitsl22.5metersl. BigaHebtewonthehtentvthiîddaAofthethirdmonth,themofrthofSiÿ4fl,oftheancientHebrewlunarcalenà
ThisdaywasJune25,474B.c.;alsoseenoteon2:16.8:gbHebrewroC6h.8',12qebte\ÿthethirteenthdaAofthetwe[thmonth,themonthofAdql
theancientHebrewlunarcalendar.ThedateselectedwasMarchT,4T3B.c.;alsoseenoteon2:16.9:'lHebrewonfhethitteenthdaAofthetwefthmo$
the month af Adt,of lhe ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was March 7,473 I c.; àlso see note on 2:1 6.

:stival of purim
::-ai recorded these events and sent letters to the- 

:,?,1"fi: 
rhroughour alr rhe provinces oiiing- alrng on them To celebrale an annual festrval ofr

r days.* 22He told them to celebrate these davs with
-- !he [oun?pnth daA aJ Lhp monlh at Adar o, the Hebre; lundr (d ]ilhdaq,ot the monû oI 4dat and on th?foune?n* aauiiài .

_\ < tlt(u 
^t 

ne-tr ?nm,rc\ an the thirt?enù dûA and the louieen! n da.ûa Ln? tou.rypenrh AaU ol lhp nonlh ot Adar Thrs d'a1 oi tlre Hebr ..-d hJle?nth daAs oI Adal, ot rhe Hêbretr Iundr (atendar.



i: ffi i3l':1 ;J,,iî:i.li",i"'1'#:i;il1t

,h';;ç*'l4**'*,ruH
#T,!lï n r,.r,e the king, and if r iî:ilfr him, and if he thinks it is dght, ar

il*ï:,nïioxï:'i.fi!.ï",ïïiJli.'f,
'#flffi *Jiilài,,:,ï':}1ïi;'âi:'^I
Iaughteredanddestroyed?" I
1 King Xerxes said to Queen Esther and Mil
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hï: i: x"ü:'fl :i: .î. -i::1,fl
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mgei. rocie ouriwiftiy on fast horsËs bred il

ntrï;1 ,ï*iffiï:...î:'"t
H i.ïî il.', il:l :,$;rffi mlfi fl
ff :î:, *:,"ff iî:'.'i Jï:: lîîillt
oui.:: ano crn, wherever the krngs afl
: ie,' : : i'orceo ano nad a great cetebiuoon I

#m*iXipâi:"*'ll';*:l,*l"lf
:on, of the lews
- \l::an 7+ the two decrees of the king ser il
.-:.-. On that daÿ the enemies of the i.s :m

: ..1:,,\ er them, but quite the opposite ha:æîm:
: '.,1: !.;ho overpo\,ÿered their enemies. {:u un
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I : in their cities throughout all the king's proünces feasting and gladness and by grving gifts of food to each
-.: anyone who tried to harm them. But no one could other and presents to the poor. This would commemorate a
. -and against them, for everyone was afraid of them. time when the Jews gained relief from their enemies, when
,he nobles of the proünces, the highest officers, the their sorrow lÿas turned into gladness and their mourning

r:s, and the royal officials helped the lews for fear of into ioy.
,:i. 4For Mordecai had been promoted in the king's 23So the Jews accepted Mordecai's proposal and adopted
::,dhisfamespreadthroughoutalltheprovincesas thisannuafcustom.24HamansonofHammedathatheAgag-

::re more and more powerful. ite,the enemy ofthe |ews, had plotted to crush and destroy
r,e Jei.ÿs lr/ent ahead on the appointed day and themonthedatedeterminedbycastinglots(thelotswere

-rwntheirenemieswiththesword.Theykilledand calledpurim).2sButwhenEsthercamebeforetheking,he
::ed their enemies and did as they pleased with issued a decree causing Haman's evil plot to backfire, and
:.0 hated them.6In the fortress of Susa itself, the Haman and his sons were impaled on a sharpened pole.
ed 500 men. TThey also kilied Parshandatha, Dal- ,6That is why this celebration is called Purim, because it is

.spatha, sPoratha, Adalia, Arld.atha, sParmashta, the ancient word for casting lots.
idai, and Vaizatha-rothe ten sons of Haman son So because of Mordecai's letter and because of what
rnedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not they had experienced, 27the Iews throughout the realmpiunder. a$eed to inaugurate this tradition and to pass it on to their
..veryday,whenthekingwasinformedofthenum- descendants and to all who became Iews. They declared
:.ople killed in the fortress of Susa, 12he called for they would never fail to celebrate these two prescribed
:sther.Hesaid,"TheJewshavekilled500meninthe daysattheappointedtimeeachyear.2EThesedays\4rould
:f Susa alone, as well as Haman's ten sons. If they be remembered and kept from generation to generation

:.e that here, what has happened in the rest of the and celebrated by every family throughout the provinces
.s? But now \ryhat more do you wan? It will be and cities of the empire. This Festival of Purim would
.o you; tell me and IwiI do it." never cease to be celebrated among the Jews, nor would
-erresponded,"Ifitpleasetheking,givetheJewsin the memory of what happened ever die out among their
::nission to do again tomorrowas theyhave done to- descendants.
: ret the bodies of Haman's ten sons be impaled on a æThen Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, alongwith

Mordecai the Jew, wrote another letter putting the queen,s
-re king agreed, and the decree was announced in fullauthoriÿbehindMordecai'slettertoestablishthèFesti-
: d they impaled the bodies of Haman's ten sons. val of Purim.:oletters wishing peace and securitywere sent
-:1e Iews at Susa gathered together on March 8* and to the Jews throughout the I 27 proünces of the empire of
-0 moremen,andagaintheytooknoplunder. Xerxes. 3rThese letteis established the Festival of purim-
:nwhile, the other Iews thoughout the king's prov- an annual celebration of these days at the appointed time,
,d gathered together to defend their lives. They decreed by both Mordecai the Je\,ÿ and queèn Isther. (the
:lieffromalltheirenemies,killingT5,000ofthose peopledecidedtoobservethisfestival,iustastheyhadde-
?d them. But they did not take any plunder. 1 TThis cided for themselves and their descendants to estàblish the
.. throughout the provinces on March 7, and on times of fasting and mouming.) rzSo the commantl of Es-
rhey rested,* celebrating their üctory with a day of ther confirmed the practices oi Purim, and it was all written
:nd gladness. 18(The Iews at Susa killed their ene- down in the records.
March 7 and again on March 8, then rested on
- making that their day of feasting and gladness.) The Greatness of Xerxes and Mordecai

:.is-day, rural )ews liüng in remote üllages celebrate ?n King xerxes imposed a tribute throughout his em-
:L festv_al andloliday on the appointed day in late f UI pire, even to the distant coastland-s. 2His great
t'hen they rejoice and send gifts of food to each achievements and the full account of the $eatness of-Mor-

decai, whom the king had promoted, are recorded in The

;rivaror purim i2::,"rr#i#";#^{!ây;"r-!"tr{:,tr'Âi{,1!?;,,#i,
:ai recorded these events and sent letters to the next to that of King Xerxès himself. He v/as very great
:i and far, throughout all the proünces of King among the len's, u'ho held hlm in high esteem, becâu;e he
::callingonthemtocelebrateanannualfestivalon continuedtou'orkforthegoodofhispeopleandtospeak
:days.+zzHetoldthemtocelebratethesedayswith upforthe$'elfareofalltheirdescendants.-
:, thefourtemthdaAofthemofihoJAdaLoftl\eHebtewlunarcalendar.Thisda)-h"s\tr.h8,4738.c.;alsoseenoteon2:16. 9:17Hebrew
.:nth daA ofthemonth ofAdar, andonthefourteenthdqqtheA rcsted.These da)§ w{e -\Erch 7 and 8,473 B c.; also see note on 2j1 6., killedtheieflemiesonthethirteenthdqAandtheîwrteilthdaq,andthml\tedmtheffremthda1J,oftheHebtewmonthofAdar.
,rnthefturtuenthdaAofthenonthofAdar.llùsdayoftheHebrewlunarcalendaræorsinFebruaryorMarch. gr2lHebtryonthe
:nd lfteenth daAs of Adtr, of the Hebrew lunar calendar.

ffii".'

B-

re

&

T

I



Prologue
, There once was a man named lob who lived in the land
I of Uz. He was blameless-a man of complete integrity.

He feared God and stayed away from evil. 2He had seven

sons and three daughters. :He owned 7,000 sheep, 3,000
camels, 500 teams of oxen, and 500 female donkeys. He
alsohadmanyservants. Hewas,infact,therichestpersonin
that entire area.

4Job's sons would take tums
homes, and theywould also inüte
brate with them. 5when these celebrations ended-some-
ümes after several days-Iob would purify his children. He

would get up early in the moming and offer a burnt offering
for each of them. For Job said to himself, "Perhaps my chil-
dren have sinned and have cursed God in their hearts." This
was )ob's regular practice.

lob's First Test
6one day the members of the heavenly court* came to pre-
sent themselves before the LoRD, and the Accuser, Satan,+

came with them. T"Where have you come from?" the LoBD

asked Satan-

1 3one daywhen Iob's sons and daughters were feastirp
the oldest brother's house, 14a messenger arrived at Jof,l

home with this news: "Your oxen were plowing, with t
donkeys feeding beside them, rswhen the Sabeans ralH
us. They stole all the animals and killed all the farmhalû.
am the only one who escaped to tell you."

l6while he was still speaking, another messenger aniu
with this nelvs: "The fire of God has fallen from heavenal

:ïI.]: rh. finesr man in ail rhe eafih. He is bt-a man oI complete integfiry. ue fears càO anà'':om eüt. And he has iaiirained his intdiii.
r urged me to harm him without causà? 

,
-.:epiiedto the LoRD, ,,Skin for skinl A man will

rttringtte has to save his life. sBut reach out and ;

'-Ii.]tlt*g.lrq yil surety curse you ro your fac,
lgrrr, do y!h hlm as you please,,, th. io* sal5ur spare nis life.,, 7so satan left the Lonn,s n

1d he srruck Iobu/irh terribie noiÈirà; neaà,,;i',
scraped his skin with a piece of broken ,ott"_ r,rng rne ashes. eHis wife said to him, ,,Ar. yo, ,[ili

11ainlain your integfity.2 Curse God and die.,,- roD repJted, ,,you 
talk like a foolish woman. Sho

?1 
olJ-g^oo.d rhlngs from rhe hand of God and ne. oao/ So rn all this, lob sald nothing wrong.

-11:" 
F.jgr.g'share His Anguish

,,I^..:_1f.1??'r.friends heard oi the rragedy he hr.rney got together and traveled from th;ir Éomes
ano. console him. their names were Eiiphaz I

_ " Bildad rhe Shuhite, and Zophar rhe Naâmathi
r reÿ saw lob I rom a distance, lhey scarcelv r err-r_ warlrng loudly, they tore their iobes anâ thit
rne atr over their heads to show their $ief. I rTh,,l ,L:.^{gylg ylh him for seven dayî ana nigrr

alo a word to Job, for they saw that his sufferingT
: lor words.

- rst Speech
. !t Jôb spoke,and he cursed the day ofhis birth. ,F

' i day of my binh be erased,
Ine night I was conceived

:. day be turned to darkness.
I be lost even to God on hish.
. r no light shine on it.
larkness and uflergloom claim that day
r tts OWn-

black cloud overshadow it.
rt the darkness terrifv it

, night be blotted off tire calendar,
dgain to b€ counted among the days of the ) ear: agatn to appear among the month;.

nrght be childless_
. have no ioy.
È who are experts at cursins_

1 ursing could rouse Leüaihan"_
: that day.
rorning stars remain dark.' \ope for light, but in vain;- never see the mornine lisht.

I d_ay_for failing to shu"t riy mother,s womb,
rng me De born to see all this trouble.

.:sn't I bom dead?
. 

,dn't.l die as I came f rom the yÿomb?
l talo on my mother,s lap?

_ o she nurse me at her breasts?
: jl birlh, I would now be at peace.
l 5e asleep and at rest.

: with lhe \ryorld,s kings and prime min jster!
^eat buiidings now lie in rurns.
twith princes, rich in gold,

.ataces were filled with silver.

_ 
. ,r ol i eliàthan i\ di\pur"rl. ranFrq ,.
,nt<ni'qsup mLtspiw

Ios
Author Uncertain; Jewish tradition regards Moses as the author; others have suggested lob himself

as the author
Date Written Uncertain, though some of the events recorded and vocabulary used suggest it was written

during the time of the patriarchs, between 2000 and 1 800 B.C.

Content The pioblem of human suffering is pondered by most everyone at some time or another. The

book of Job addresses this ancient and difficult problem. lt tells the story of Job, a godly man

who endured an enormous amount of suffering while remaining faithful to Cod. The story

begins with Job losing his children, his many possessions, and even his own health-all within
a vèry short period of time. Only Job's wife escaped the ruin that Satan inflicted upon him.

Then Job's three friends came to comfort hlm and to reflect on the purpose for his suffering.
They each considered the basic question: Why must we endure suffering when Cod is powerfu

enough to do something about it? job's wife simply declared it all unfair, advising Job, "Curse

Cod ànd die" (2:9). Each of job's three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, delivered speeche:

accounting for lob's misery. A young man, Elihu, tried to summarize the situation with yet
another erplanation. But all of them failed to provide Job with a satisfactory answer. Finally,

Cod himself spoke directly to lob, asking him a long list of questions that forced him to
recognize his finite understanding of life. Job realized that ultimately Cod is in charge and
knows what he is doing. So Job remained silent and stood in awe of Cod's sovereignty. ln

the end, Cod restored Job's health, possessions, and family.

preparing feasts in their burned up your sheep and all the shepherds. I am the d
their three sisters to cele- one who escaped to tell you."

tz!\rhile he was still speaking, a third messenger anrl
with this news: "Three bands of Chaldean raiders haltlfl
len your camels and killed your sewants. I am the onh'il
who escaped to tell you."

taWhile he was still speaking, another messenger aril
with this news: "Your sons and daughters were feas@
their oldest brother's home. lesuddenly, a powerful &
swept in from the wilderness and hit the house on all sih
The house collapsed, and allyour children are dead. i anü
only one who escaped to tell you."

20Job stood up and tore his robe in grief. Then he slfl'
his head and fell to the $ound to worship. 2t11. tuid,

satan answered the LoRD, ", lll.^ !::l parolling the ,,r came naked from my morher,s womb, 
i,

earth, watch ing everything that's going on." and I wll be naked when I leave.
8rhen rhe Lono asked Satan, *y:-y?i ]yq::1 ll :l- rhe LoRD gave me what I had,

I:*'l:i*'i?:i',H:.iil?l;idl'Jl',::['.i.':i:'iï; ;i5,'L'"',Xllïil1'J;;,1*', il
away from eü1."

e§atan replied to the LoRD, "Yes, but lob has good reason ,,In all of this, Iob did not sin by blaming God. 1î

to fear God. loYou have always put a wall of protection
around him and his home and iris property. You have made lob's Second Test jlri

him prosper in ever),,thing he does. Iook how rich he jsl I One day the members of the heatenll court'4
, ,Buireaih oul and tâke aiay every,thing he has, and he wll Z again to present themselves belore the Lono. aloÇ'
surely curse you to your face!" Accuser, Satan,* came \4rith them. 2"Where have you {

r 2''AII rigÉt, you may test him," the Lonn said to Satan. from?" the LoRD asked Satan. p
"Do whateîer you wânt with everything he possesses, Satan answered the Lonn, "l have been patroli{'l
but don't irarm hirn physically." So Satarileft ihe Lo*o's earth, watching ever)'thing that's going on." !
presence. 3Then the Lono asked Satan, "Have you nottced rD+
'l:6aHebrewfhpio6ofcod. 1:6bHebrewau.lthescrdn;similarlythroughoutthischapter.2:laHebrewrheso6ofGad.2tlbHebrcwondÉl,
similarly throughoùt this chapter.
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ilor,'"*"t"t ii; at some time o,. anothe.. I
ffi i :i #,::ili:,il?ï,i 33â 

"",îltt

arihor; others have suggested |ob himself

and vocabulary used suggest it was written

' He is the finest man in all the earth. He is blame-
ran of complete integrity. He fears God and stays
m evil. And he has maintained his inte$ity, even
cu urged me to harm him without cause."
r replied to the Lono, "Skin for skinl A man will give
àing he has to save his life. sBut reach out and take
health, and he will surely curse you to your face!"
rght, do with him as you please," the Lono said to
ut spare his life." zSo Satan left the LoRD's pres-
: he strucklob with terrible boils from head to foot.
:Iaped his skinwith a piece of broken potteryas he
g the ashes. eHis \,ÿife said to him, "Are you still try-
,rntain your inte$iÿ Curse God and die."
Jb replied, "You talk like a foolish woman. Should
. onlygood things from the hand of God and never
rad?" So in all this, Job said nothing wrong.

ree Friends Share His Anguish
.iree of |ob's friends heard of the üagedy he had
ùey gottogether and traveled from their homes to
:nd console him. Their names were Eliphaz the
, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.
-ey saw Job from a distance, they scarcely recog-
: Wailing loudly, they tore their robes and threw

1e air over their heâds to show their gdef. l 3Then

:r the $ound with him for seven days and nights.
. l a word to Job, for they saw that his suffering was
::r words.

Speech
-rb spoke, and he cursed the day of his birth. ,He

:ay of my birth be erased,
: night I was conceived.

r lv be turned to darkness.
:e lost even to God on high,
, no light shine on it.
:rkness and utter gloom claim that day
:ls o\41.

:;ack cloud overshadow it,
ihe darkness terrify it.
ight be blotted off the calendar,
:gain to be counted among the days of the year,
.gain to appear among the months.
qht be childless.
;ve no joy.
rho are experts at cursing-
rrsing could rouse Leüathan--

-at day.
:r:ing stars remain dark.
pe fcr light, but in vain;

'eYer see the moming light.
1ay for failing to shut my mother's womb,
-rg me be bom to see all this trouble.
- rlborndead?
rr't I die as I came from the womb?

:1d on my mother's lap?
râe nurse me at her breasts?

,: birth, I wôuld now be at peace.
r : asleep and at rest.

,rith the world's kings and prime ministers,
.at buildings now lie in ruins.
.\jth princes, rich in gold,

: :ces were filled with silver.

page 305 .. . IOB 4
16 Why wasn't I buried like a stillbom child,

like a baby \dho never lives to see the light?
17 For in death the wicked cause no trouble,

and the weary are at rest.
r8 Even captives are at ease in death,

wilh no guards to curse them.
re Rich and poor are both there,

and the slave is free from his master.

'zo 
"Oh, why give light to those in misery,

and life to those who are bitter?
2r They long for death, and it won't come.

They search for death more eagerly than for
hidden treasure.

22 They're filled with,oy when they finally die,
and rejoice when they find the grave.

:: \4try is life given to those \rith no future,
those God has surrounded with difficullies?

24 I cannot eat for sighing;
m! groans pour out like \rater.

2s \\hat I alrvai s f€ared has happened to me.
\\'hat I dreaded has come true.

26 I have no peace, no quietiless.
I have no rest; onb.t'ouble comes."

Eliphaz's First Response to lob

4 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied to lob:

2 "Will you be patient and let me say a \ÿord?
For who could keep from speaking out?

I "ln the past you have encouraged many people;
you have strengthened those who were weak.

4 Your words have supported those who were falling;
you encouraged those with shaky knees.

s But now when trouble strikes, you lose heart.
You are terrified when it touches you.

6 Doesn't your reverence for God give you confidence?
Doesn't your life of inte$ity give you hope?

7 "Stop and think! Do the innocent die?
When have the upright been destroyed?

8 My experience shows that those who plant trouble
and cultivate eül will harvest the same.

e A breath from God destroys them.
They vanish in a blast of his anger.

1o Ihe lion roars and the wildcat snarls,
but the teeth of strong lions wrll be broken.

I I The fierce lion Hill stan e for iack ol prey,
and the cubs of the lioness \!ill be scattered.

r2 "This truth was giÏen to me in secret,
as though tl'hispered in my ear.

r3 It came to me in a disturbing vision at night,
when people are in a deep sleep-

1a Fear gripped me,
and my bones trembled.

r5 A spirit* swept past my face,
and myhair stooC on end.*

r6 The spirit stopped, but i couldn't see its shape.
There was a form before my eyes.

In the silence i heard a voice say,
r7 'Can a mortal be innocent before God?

Can anyone be pure before the Creator?'

18 "If God does not trust his own angels
and has charged his messengers with foolishness,

1e how much less will he trust people made of clay!

ssessions, and even his own health-all v'{
pe<i the iuin that Satan inflicted upon himl

;1 i;i:ïm'Iî:}i 1"";î:î âïïI;fl
f;I 3î§ fi iJ: ;Jl.' 2',i,'#,: "J:ii: l::''H
ffi"j, :î îiliï1îffi :'# :lff JIx ril
bflg list of questions that forced him to I

i{i1,:*i;#m'}3;$l"i:l;;'"ïf I
-. -r. tr hen lob'ssons and daughterswere fex1!l-l!
:,.- ^rother;s house,r4a messenger arn\eü rt/il
^.-- his news: "Your oxen were plowing .ûl

.. ' 
'..-oing beside lhem, rswhen lht Sabea:-' fl

'.. .'ote alÏthe animalsand killedall thefan--:d
.= :: lI one who escaped to tell You."
r':.. . - p was stilt speaking, another messenge aTfl
-.: :.es): Thefirôof Goàhasfallen from hea'ufl
:: -: \olrr sheep and all the shepherds. I an'. ür'd
. - ' . . . aped 1o lell you."
',1: t hË rvas still speaking, a third messengs mil
: . i rÉ\\ s: "Three binds oi Chaldean raiders }müll

: -r -:nels and killed your sewants. I am the mnd
,r. ,. +i to tell vou."
,'.- ...' eua.still speaking,anothermessengz#
-- : --ss )our sàns anà daughters *.t.io4t
r :-.: :rorher's home. reSuddenly, a pour:: d
' . . : . - he u iidemess and hit the house c:. d il
: - :, . :..ap>eo, and all your children are de- -1il
'-.. .. - 

"icaped 
to tel[you." ']11

:: ,-: 'd up and tore hii robe in grief. Then -d

:.:: t i:[ed from my mother's womb,
:-: r r,-..- :: r3ked u-hen I leave.

:< ---.-- ..,.::t ul',at I had,
::: .. . r:.- -:stakenitaway.

: l-: : a : i::.a if the LORD!"

:.r: Iob did not sin by blaming God.

s Se(ond Test
,-. -,. ihe members of the heavenll c;'f il
:.: : :: piesent themselves before the Lcu mü
i:- S:::n * came with them.2"Where hart ru d

.-o,.ked Salan.
:.:: ::,!i\'€rêd the LoRD, "I have been pa:aü@t
' /. j::l.rng eyerÿhing that's going on."
-:: :ie Lonn asked Satan, "Have you not:J Yllfirfltrl

':- - 2rlallebrewlhejo6ofc0d. 2:1bHebre" @r* nfLeviathanisdisputed,Ëngingfromanearthlycreaturetoam'"'thicâlseamonsterinancientlitereture.4:l5aOr/nd:als.rn4tÉ
shbers up mA spine.



JOB 5...Pogei06

Thevaremadeofdust,crushedaseasilyasamott"26Youwillgoto-thegrave'ataripeoldage'
,. rr, 

ji'liJàiirËî.ir'Ë àî.îi.Ëïrt aead by evening, iit<e a inear or frain harvested at the proper time!

sône forever \^rithcut a trace. 27 ,,We have studied life and found ali thls to be true.

zr ThËir tent-cords are pulled and the tent collapses, Listen to my counsel, and apply it to yourself."

and theY die in ignorance.

Eriphaz,s Response continues !|ffiîîi:rt"[:ïh: A Response to Eliphaz

l,"Crvfortr'elp,bu!.vr'illanyoneansweryou? O,
5 ' rlrir:in;'iiË. ànï.rti'i*ir r''.rp uouz ' 'lf mv misery could be w-eished 

-

2 Surelv resentment destroys the fool,' . and my troubles be put on the scales'-'ïiàï;il[,r*ir;;Ë;ffitr;.^""" zthevwouidoutweishallthesandsofthesea

3 I have seen that fools may be successful for -ihat is why I spoke impulsively'

themoment,4FortheAlmiÉhryh-assmrckmedown\,ÿithhisarrows
but then comes sudden disaster. Their ooison infects my spirit.

+ Their children are abandoned far from help; - -. God's ierrors are tined up against me'

they are crushed in .ou.t *liînàîn.io'' 5 Don',t I have a right to complain?

defendthem. Don'twild donkeys braywhen they find no grass'

5Thehungrydevourtheirharvest, -- andoxenbellowwhentheyhavenofood?

even when it ts guarOeO Uy-tiamnles * 6 Don't people complain about unsalted food?

The rhirsry panr afrer rheir wealth. 
";àËr";f;y;; ü"t ihe tasteless white of an egg?+ ilr

6 But evil does not ,p.ing fro* üà ,ïii, t tray appetitâ disappears when I look at it;

and trouble does not sprout from ihe earth 
't 

fag at tne tnought of eating itl

7 peoplearebomfortrouble 8 "Oh,thatlmighthavemyrequest,
a! readily as sparks fly up from a fire that God wôuld grant my desire t

8 "If Iwereyou,iwouldgotocod s I\arishhewouldcrushme'

andpresentmycasetohim,Iwishhewouldreachouthishandandkillme.I
e He does great things too marvàlous to understand' ro AT least I can take comfort in this:
""H;;;ii;*t 

."întless miracles Despile the pain' tl

ro He gives rain for the earth ,, . t have not dènied the words of the Holy One'

and water for th.e fields. 11 But I don't have the stren$h to endure'

r1 Hegrvesprosperitytothepoor 
-i-ttu'enàiningtofi'etô' 11

'--uîapiotàiïttnôr.*ito'rriie.. 12 Dolhavethestrength-ofastone?
,, H.]Àrïitesineflansof schemers Ismybodymadeof bronze?

so the work of their hands will not succeed' " t'to' t um 
'tteity 

helpless' tf

,, H.îuprinàùsàintheirownclevemess withoutanychanceof success l
so t^heir cunning schemes are thwarted 14 "One should be kind to a fainting friend,

ra Theyfinditisdarkinthedaytime, butyouaccusemewithoutanyfearofthe I
and they grope at noon as if it were night' Amignty.*

rs He rescueé t-he poor from the cutting words rs Mv brotheis, ÿou have proved as unreliable as

of the strong, a seasonal brook
and rescues thèm from the clutches of the that overflows its banks in the spring

powerful. 16 when it is swollen with ice and melting snov'
i6 Andsàatlastthepoorhavehope, . ÿ Butwhenthehotweatherarrives,thewaterdisappt--- 

ind tne snapplirg jaws of thè wicked are shut - -i*,ànroor. 
rrnishes in the heat. i

rT,,ButconsiderthejoyofthosecorrectedbyGod! r8 Thecaravanstumasidetoberefreshed'

DonordespisethedisciptineoftheAlmighty _- 

";;iih;;il;;thingtodrink,s-otheydie. lltr

whenyousin.-lgThecaravansfromTemasearchforthiswater;
18 Forthoughhewounds,healsobandages. -^ 

-"int-Ë"àftÀfromShebahopetofindit 
|Iit{'

He strikes, but his t unO, ,fto i.ii'- 20 Thev count on it but are disappointed'

re Fromsixdisastershewillrescueyou; 
^^'üÀànintyuni'e'their.hopesaredashed fil

even in the seventh, ne wiiitàéf ÿou rrom eur' 21 You' too' have glven no help'

20 Hewillsaveyoufromdeatrintirnetf famine, 
^"ÿoJil;;A;ycalamity'andyougreafraid p

fromthepowerof tn.r*oià^inii*"ài*ui. 22 Butwhv?Haveleveraskedyouforagifti

2r you will be safe fuom slander 
- - 

HavÉ t kggea for an)thing of yours for myselfl p

and have no fear wh.n dàsruction to*t' z: uave t askeâ'ilou-to reséue.me from my enemies' I
zz you will laugh at destruction and famine; 

""ài 
i" it" *t f'om ruthless people? f'

wild animals wiu n"t r.;ify;;;:"""-' za Teach, me, and I wiil keep quiet. l

" *:JI'l'3ili1ï,i#'*r#'iô'i,".:*iffLt 
^,"Tx3I#:J::l'*';:'1?ff**' ., I. Vor'*liitno* mat your home is iafe. but what do your criticisms ar

When you survey yor. poti"tti*', nothing will 26 Do you think your words are con

bemissing. 
uJJtrJ'urrr''I'lv(rr'ibIr" 

.- ,it.nyoudirregardmycryof.desperatron? I

2s youwillhavemanychitdren: 27 Youwouidevensendanorphanintoslavery* F'"ilil;;;;"à;rits 
will be is plentiful as grassl or sell a friend'

5:'fHebrehlhPh0l4orPs 5:5 lhemednin8olLheHebrewlorthisphrl-'"--'l^T:"tnuin 6i6OithPi&llletsiùic?ollhcmlllowPlant? O:t+e{

irii-iiüt uu ntiru, of the Almi|hq 6:27 Hebte\\ eÿen Samble ouq an or|ndn.

tkatmel
.!'ould I lie to your face?
r assuming my guilt,
Dr i have done no rrrons.
. ou think i am lying?
.n't I.know the dif'ference beMeen righr
ano wrong?

. not all human life a strussle?
our,iives arelike rhat o{;hired hand,

: wor«er who longs for lhe shade..e a servanl waiting to be paid.

, 
nave,Deen assigned months of futility,

rg anoweary nights of miserv., 
l"?Lo^,.,Ijl!,when lvill ir be mornins?,' 

. 1ne nlght drags on, and I loss till dawn]
uy.rs c0vered with maggots and scabs.
sKtn breaks open, oozing \,yith pus.

' es Out to God
: is ny faster than a weaver,s sh utfle.
:\'eno wlthout hope,
_ .emember that my life is but a breath,
- r wlr never again feel happiness,
.: me now, but not for lons.

r'iil lookJor me, but I wiii be sone.
. crouo drssipates and vanishei.
. who die* will not come back' gole forever from their home_

. r ro oe seen again.

'r keep from speaking.
.r express my anguish.
tter soul must complain.

.a monster or a dragon
u must place me under guard?

\ty oed wlll comfort me,
leep will ease my miserv,,
\ ou shatter me lvith dieams. ?rntymewithüsions.

, -afher be strangied_
-die than suffer Iike this

l{eand don,twant togoon liüng.
r\ e me atone for my few remainirig days.
: people, that you should make so much of us.
r.i should think of us so often?.,:amrne 

us every morning
, us every moment.

- : \ ou leave me alone,
.rng enough for me to swallow!
irned, what have I done to vou.- er of all humaniÿ

. .- me your target?
, :iirden to you?

-st forgive my sin
: away my guilt?

. ttl lie down in the dust and die.j tooi( ior me, I \^iili be gone.,,

- jt Response to,ob
::d the shuhite replied to rob:
'3 will you go on like this?

- 
- r like a blustering\.,ÿind.
. jt lustice?

. i nighty t\4/ist \/ÿhat is right?
.. 410 \heol_ 9i3Or lt ü.d ù --:_. :. .. :



î# I §fl ."i'lfff I'#*J:r,.:oT,îîo.oo., J
ve nave srudled lrte and found all thi, to n. tnJ

*i*s-,r,r,.:T:Ïï::l
and my toubles b. ,r, on ,r. ,.?,,î; 

,.u. f

triilU.:;.l;ü:$'.I'iir:'#ffi , jcod's terrors are lined ûoisainst
n't I have a right to comritai"nZ
Don't \.vild donkeys braÿwhen thr

il',:üî.'.iliî,i,1--*:;,;;l
Does anyone want the tasteless wl
'appetite disappears when I look i
Igag at the thought of eating it!
r, that I might have my request,
[iat God would glant my desire.
i§r he would crush me.
iwish he would reach out his hanr
erlÿt I can take comfort in this:
)espite the pain,
have not denied the words of the
Idont have the strensth to endur
luve nothing to live fôr.

Hi*i'ffâ*iï;;:1"
ff,11'Ji'.î:'f::Ti,u...,, 

*f

)strould be kind to a faintine frier
il}'oU accuse me \vithout an"y fear
Ahnighty.*

rofters, you have proved as unrelj
a seasonal brook
at overflows its banks in the sprin
sr rt is swollen with ice and melti
'lrm the hot weather arrives, the v
e brook lanishes in the heat.

ffiil'*"*+ili*ir§fr,4tr
:tavelers from Sheba hope to finr
curmt on it but are disappointed.
Er they arrive, their hopes are dal

:ei 
Poge3o7...,OB 9

l I lie to your face? 4 Your clildren must have sinned agâinst him,
.:ming mÿ guilt, so th-etr punishment was rveil dËserved.
.r"a.oné,io*rnn. r Butifyouprâytocod

-. nk I am rtrnei-' " and seek the favor of the A lmighÿ,
i know tnJJir?erence berween risht " *ilr*ITi,ii..lr1,i:jli}üiii.,##JyÉappy 

home.
- : rwong? 

z And though you started vÿith little.- all human life a sruggle? you \4/ill end M/ith much
-.lives are Iike that of a hired hand, 8 ,,Just 

ask the preüous generation.
' rker who longs for the shade, - - 

pay attention t"tù.îpï.iË".. 
"f 

our ancestors.'ervantwaitingrobepaid. eForwewerebomnrty.rï.rJàyànàk"nlwnottring.
''.e.oeenassignedmonthsoffutiiity, 

.^ ^ ourdays.oneurttrui"rrn.Émiri'àinrao*.
.:dwearynightsof misery. ro Butlhosewnocamebeloreuswill têâ.h
"ed, I think,;when wirriiie morningz, Tn.}, *irr'ià*r,'vàrïi;:'oi# ;i3;il"':nightdragson,andltosstilldawnl ,,,,canpapyru-sreedsgrowtallwithoulamarsh?
s covered with maRgots and scabs ia5.marst gras nourjsh \4/ithout water?.n breaks open, oozing with pus. , wi,iîË,,n.y*. ,tiil flowering, not readyio be cut,.: out to God they^b^egi-n ro wilh.r..o,."qriir.ütïun gl*r.

.f fi'.1ï,i,T:Âïave.sshunre 
' "ïâffi9'lfllçii',ii:i;;r"'J,::à.

:,r[*l:l*l'i;*i',:rii":*"n, "'n;'il.',"1,'il.'i,'fi1ffi:?Jfl:]',.*x;
..;;;,ili;;;i;i,,jl!f,,,." rs rheyciinsrorh.i,î0..]liî*,li,iuuritwon,rrast.
,, r toot ror me, tui.l.ial?ie Thev rry ro hold t tighr, uur l ;ii noi enoure,. rouddissipatesanorrnirh.Tnt to rhegoâless.seemlikeâlushplantgrowinginthe
.,r,,oai.-,üir'nàt.;;;[;,ji'' sunshine, I "'ô'"""'i

. gone forever from ,na,I. nort its branches'spreading across the garden.
.,tîu.,..nu!uiri"' "'" "urn€- rz Itsrootssrowdr:-rih;;i;Ëü1Ëir"r1'"i'.r,

ir rakes hotd on a bea ofloi[..- 
-' "."...

.--tkeepfromspeaking. 18 But\ryhenitisup.oâl"O "^'"'^"
,.t.express my anguish. it,s as though it nevei existed!
-'rtter soul must complain. rs That,s the end-of its life.: ieamonsteroradragon andothersspringuf fromtheeanhtorepiacert.

iiisl,#iî::#riffis'u'az 20"Butrook,.codwrnorreieciapersonorrn-pnn

.épwirr .ureÀvÀi*"-1, norwill helendahandtothàuickeà..!6rrrl
,"irhrfl;;;;*iirà7;*, 2r HewiilonceagainriUyourmàutnwi.,h*iuugn,.r

'.rriô,melyithvisions.---"- _- .andyourlipswithsiroutsoljoy. 
""--È

. :ather be strangl-JÏ 22 Those wholate yo-u witt ue ctoinéo wrrh shame,
. r oie than suffeiiiie thx. and the home of the \.ÿicked lÿill U. à.rt oy.a.,*, Iifeand don,twanl toso on l. .

,* r. uro* r-ï; i;tii.Hl"8 lob's Third speech: A Response to Birdad

;i,,.,,,"îid liilnîi iï:,: #:Iiï ",,, 
g 

iïJ: _:îffi il ;"_.,, _,.*,. 
"

"'rrin. ri.uà.y-roi;iü'"' *lj[ir!îl 
:,fflson 

b. oecrareo in'nàc.nr
Èst us everymoment.
.nryort.ai,em.àtân.. r lf someonenanied-otàlecod:o,6un-
,,, r,ing enorgh'i;îrà io swarrowr *,i: 

ii:::,11:,9- 
:oon.wer him .i*, on,.

sinned, what have I done to vou , ,^-.|",1"
...herolall humaninp t, 4 Forcodi)so* soa:C.onrghn.
1...yàrrirræii"' who has eve: -'ai.engedirlm successfull)4

. a burden to you? s "Without warnng he moves the mountains.
.,just forgive my sin ove(urring ther .n his anser'tkeawaymyguilt? 0 Heshakesrheeanhfromirspïace,
rIwillliedowninthedustanddie. anditsfoundahon,t .n,ui.. 

.',
. r you look for me, I \.vill be gone.,, 7 If he commands it, tne sun wàn,t rise

rirsr Response to rob , ,.1Ts"H;:1i,:;ïj,11iili.n.,,.",
Jrldad the Shuhite replied to rob: and marchei on th. *ru., oitn. ,.r.
, long will you go on like this? 

e He made all t,he rturr-rn. S.u.rnd ôr]on,
.undlik. j bù:L;iü;il: the Pleiades and tt . .onrr.rrution, oiin.

-d t\4/istjustice? southern skY.

,i . airiisï'ù rrirt v/har is rishr? " n.,f.ïr.ffi*,,n::f,11,".:ffiîr.:",*: . understand.
)r) ga dow to Sheol. gS Ot If codwanted to tûke someone to court.

qhavegiven no helD. I
rhave seen my calamity, and you are afraid_ I
qÊHave I ever asked you forâ siftz I
*5ïf ,Ti:m'*:?lJflïi,,.î#,,i,fl
osave me from ruthless people? I
me, and I l,vill keep quiet. 

t
H,,"i"ïi,,iiiËi*"i::;,,", I
ffifr*:jï:ffi"1

F"



IOB 10...poseioï
1 1 "Yet when he comes near, I cannot see him.

When he moves by,I do not see him go.
12 If he snatches someone in death, who can stop him?

Who dares to ask, 'what are you doing?'
t: And God does not restrain his anger.

Even the monsters of the sea* are crushed beneath
his feet.

14 "So who am I, that I should try to answer God
or even reason \ryith him?

15 Even if I were right, I would have no defense.
I could only plead for mercy.

16 And even if I summoned him and he responded,
I'm not sure he would listen to me.

1i For he attacks me with a storm
and repeatedly wounds me without cause.

18 He wiil not let me catch mybreath,
but fills me instead with bitter sorrows.

ie If it's a question of strength, he's the strong one.
If it's a matter of justice, who dares to summon

him to court?
20 Though I am innocent, my own mouth would

pronounce me guilty.
Though I am blameless, it* would prove

mewicked.

2r "Iaminnocent,
but it makes no difference to me-
I despise my life.

22 lnnocent or wicked, it is all the same to God.
That's why I say, 'He destroys both the blameless and

the wicked.'
23 When a plague+ sweeps through,

he laughs at the death of the innocent.
:a The whole earth is in the hands of the wicked,

and God blinds the eyes of the judges.

If he's not the one who does it, who is?

2s "My life passes moie suriftly than a runner.
It flees awaywithout a glimpse of happiness.

26 It disappears like a swift paplrus boat,
like an eagle swooping down on its prey.

,7 If I decided to forget my complaints,
to put away my sad face and be cheerful,

28 I would still dread all the pain,
for I know you will not find me innocent, O God.

zs Whatever happens, I will be found guilÿ.
So what's the use of trying?

30 Even if Iwere to wash myself with soap
and clean my hands with lye,

:t you would plunge me into a muddy ditch,
and my own filthy clothing would hate me.

32 "God is not a mortal like me,
so I cannôt argue \ir'ith him or take him to trial.

13 lf only there were a mediator between us,
someone who could bring us together.

34 The mediator could make God stop beating me,
and I would no longer live in terror of his

punishment.
3s Then I could speak tc him without fear,

but I cannot do that in my own strength.

lob Frames His Plea to God

, 0 "' 1i,*:T:ïi,il1ilü"
My bitler soul must complain.

2 I will say to God,'Don't simply condemn me- I
, Ji[â',l,"r*l'ç ruli:l+xy 

asainst me I
ffi Li"J'i,il?i'l^Ti#i#T*ill"'Hlïffi "!

'o'i'"'Ë,ï:l*i;li't;:3i:üîl3eethem? I
'-i:i:i:iliii"Hasronsasours? I
;ii#H*iiT"f',i'*'-';:il*'- I
,,ï::i::T.*ff"i,îï:l,i,"li*.. r
,*.ili,TiÏ,',iif;il,'l*,J,îi}ïlÏi',- I
,.r"irl[ïoÏ;slffio'u'o'oon' f
" -:"{{'}Hiiiü'tj}::iiâi::ï,,",..,., I
,. ***..''m'xTîÏ 

§'i' ""'"'' Ï
,,,,,,,îi,Tiif_i"ili'o'llii]iillin",,",n*of

, " o,SiiiiilË,';H3 iü[ 

"i"ffiiiTiiiï],"" 

I
' ^T*i§*iiilij#iîlil;,',ffi 

"" I
I 8 "'Why, then, did you deliver me f rom mV mother's 

!
,,,,,ffiloTlllln"J,,Ëlif#i3ll*l., r
,", n,qfJi*.ll,,.i.ll l.u"Ë;iÏ:';ii,i,;#*ffir I
21 berore I leave-ngvil,lÏJ-llÏorn*r"".. 

f22 It is a land as dark as midnight

ilî$i:lËl','#ü,î'Tlllï'i3l;*"on,, " f
i i hx;ffi Hxrî*T:m:ï:ïî, I
, 
":iî.nîffi 

H:ffiiiH:ff i:l,i: lilÊ flf ' 
.,f

.;"ff+iffifiii.çf :1;5 
" 
-'Ï

' 
Iii'ü'ffii;g,l[i;l;*;,nl;l- "' J

! ou solve the mysteries of God?
r vou discover every,thing about the Almighh
inowledge is higher than lhe heavens-

:d who are you?
-eeper than the underworid+-
- at do you know?
: r'oader than the earth
,i lvider than the sea.
J . omes and puts a person in prison

olls the court to order, who can stop him?
. knorrys those who are false,
i he takes note of all their sins.
.pq-headed person won,t become wise
' more than a wild donkey can bear a human
.hild.*

r you would prepare your heart
: lift up your hands lo him in prayer!
I 0I your slns,
: ieave all iniquity behind you.

,ur lace will brighten wllh innocence.
. will be strong and free of fear.
ll forget your misery;
.ll be like water flowing away.
'".wili be brighter lhan the noonday.
:,darkness willbe as bright as moming.

. hope M/ill gtve you courage.
.\ rll be protected and\4/ill rest in safety.

..1 lie down unafraid,
many will look to you for help.

. rricked will be blinded
- . will have no escape.
, I only hope is death.,,

rrth Speech: A Response to Zophar
:n Iob spoke again:

ou people.really know everylhing, don,t ).ou
.,. nen you dle, Msdom \{ill die \^iith youl

. now a few things myself-
.u're no better than I am.
doesn't know these things you,ve been sayn

::iends laugh at me,
-all on God and expect an answer.
-st and blameless man,

':.ey laugh at me.
,r ho are at ease mock those in trouble.
grve a push to people who are stumbling.

: rers are left in peace,
rose who provoke God live in safety_
:h God keeps them in his power.

. 'he.animals, and they will teach you.
' - birds of rhe sky, and they will iell you.

-he earth, and il will instruct you.
i fish in the sea speak to you.
:ll know

- r disaster* has come from the hand of the Loi
:e of every liüng thing is in his hand,

- . breath of every human beinq.' sts the words it hears
, :he mouth distinguishes between foods.
relongs to the aged,

-.lerstanding to the old.

,r'isdom and power are found in God;
. and understanding are his.
i': \he al _ 1 1 i1 2 Or than a ù il d male ila kkpu . d. b.,i, ; .

':: lht kill me, but I hope in him.
9il3Hebtewthehrlpe$rfqaha,,thenameofamlthicalseamonsterthatrepresentschaosinancientliterature.9t2OOrhe- r2lOtdis6tq.
'l 0:'l 0 Hebrew Yo, i)oul ed rte aut like milk / and curdled fre iike cheese.
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rilt say to God,'Don't simply condemn me- I
tdl me the charge you aie'bringing against md

fhatdoyougainbyoppressingme? t
Why do you reiect me, the work of your own {
wtriie smiting on tfre schemes of thô wicked? |

reyoureyeslüethoseofahuman? I
Do you see things only as people seethem? I

#;";i[iË'*r#,.*::i;,,, I
#fffii"ilÏ'.illlT'"**,,,, I

no one can rescue me from your hands. I
You tormed me with your hands;you *ra. *el
yetnowyoucompleielydestroyme. I

ffiiîffî"i,ïî§ïîi*,::ir I
*1'"',i:X'iffiiil:ff"ïii'il,, I
and you knit iny bones and sinews tosether. I
î,îI,;.ï:xiî:tïl;üTii §,î"; 

u 
"' 
* 1

iJ:H,'J'fl1,H,1'- |
î3iil,1iT,ïiî,1'*lil:lii,li l
'# #:'fl t'iiii1illfl T *", n",o *v r*xl
ffi iîïîI Ë i::3 HJI 

"HîîîÏ 

H fir; J
.i .HT,JJ'lîî','#ï"#',Ë:ii:î ffi:"*'" I-You 

pouiout your growinginger on me f

fi T ii :":"1,îï;:lî:îi ., .",J
*[offf,i',ror,",medieatbirth? I
ËilË :i:ili"T§l"i:*ffi1ïi;:.*,,. I
taw only a few days left, so leave me alone, I

',-isf ilhîï:,*ï'*d-.-".,-," I
"#iiiïi# 

Ëf, '3ïffixr,.*., " I
ïà#ô#i#ftli,iîi,î,? *r,"0,. lJ
;, #,i:'ff ,:i:iïff *iï:,îi lïl#il
#,il;'fi ffi'lî:ïiil:Jià?xi'.1,::i:J

beliefs are pure,'
in the sight of cod.

::!., Godwouldspeak;
.: ..lii he would tellyou what he thinksl
r:-', ne \ÿould lell you the secrets of wisdona
:,.: :nie wisdom is not a simple matter.
::i. Gcd is doubtless punishing you
::: ess thanyou deservel
;:! - ::ciertliterature. 9t2OOthe_ 923Ot dis§*

r solve the mysteries of God?
. rudiscover everything about the Almighti4
:wledge is higher than the heavens-
rho are you?

. ner than the underworld*-
,io you knold?
lder than the earth

'ider than the sea.
,mes and puls a person in prison
.. the (ourt to order, who can slop him?

..|lows those who are false,
re takes note of all their sins.

. -headed person won't become wise
rore than a wild donkey can bear a human.i1d.*

rou would prepare your heart
1 up your hands to him in prayerl
i your srns,

:ave all iniquiÿ behind you.
:r face will brighten with innocence.

'jll be strong and free of fear.
forget your misery;
be like water flowing away.

: \vill be brighter than the noonday.
larkness will be as bright as moming.

'.,ope will give you courage.
.ill be protected and will rest in safeÿ.
Ie down unafraid,

:lany will look to you for help.
rrcked will be blinded.
,,\ill have no escape.
rnly hope is death."

th Speech: A Response to Zophar
:. Iob spoke again:

r peoplereally know everything, don,t you?
hen you die, wisdom u/ill die wiih you! 

'

row a few things myself-
lu're no better than I am.
joesn't know these things you,ve been saying?
:jends laugh at me,
. l on Cod and expecl an answer.

.:t and blameless man,
:v laugh at me.
.:1o are at ease mock those in trouble_
:rve a push to people who are stumbling.

-.rs are left in peace,
: cse who provoke God live in safeÿ-
:r God keeps them in his power.

\e animals, and they will teach you.
'., birds of the sky, and they wiI ielt you.
rhe earth, and it u/ill instruct vou.
fish in the sea speak to you.

:ll know
, disaster+ has come from the hand of the Lono.
: of every living thing is in his hand,

' . breath of every human being.
.sts the words it hears
ihe mouth distinguishes between foods.
ielôngs to the aged,
'ierstanding to the old.

r isdom and power are found in God:
, , and understanding are his.

poge309...,OB 13
r4 What he destroys cannot be rebuilt.

_ _.When he puts someone in prison, there is no escape.
r5 If he holds back the rain, the earth becomes a desert.

If he releases the waters, they flood the earth.
16 Yes, strength and wisdom are his;

deceivers and deceived are both in his power.
1 7 He leads counselors away, stripped of gooà judgment;

\ /ise iudges become fools.
18 He removes the royal robe of kings.

They are led awaywith ropes aiound their waist.
re He leads priests awaÿ stripped of status;

he oveilhrows those \^/ith long years in power.
20 He silences the trusted adüser

and removes the insight of the elders.
21 He pours dis$ace uponprinces

and disarms the strong.

22 "He uncovers mysteries hidden in darkness;
he brings iight to the deepest gloom.:: He builds up nations, and hé deslroys them.
He expands nations, and he abandons them.

24 He strips kings of understanding
and leaves them rr andering :n a pathless \ÿasteland.

2s They grope in the darkness \rithoui a l:ght.
He makes them stagger like drunkaràs

lob Wants to Argue His Case with Cod
? 2 t "Look, I have seen all this with mv ol\n eveslJ and heard it \ryith mi/ 

"r" ;u;; ;; 
^;i;;understand.

2 I know as much as you do.
You are no better than I am.I As 
-for 

me, I would speak directly to the Almighÿ.
I want to argue my case with God himself.

4 As for you, you smear me with lies.

, _- As physicians, you are worthless quacks.
s If onlyyou could be silent!

That's the \^/isest thing you could do.
6 Listen to my charge;

pay attention to my arguments.

7 "Are you defending God with lies?

, - .Do 
you make your dishonest arguments for his sake?

a Will you slant yourteslimony in his favorl
Will you argue Cod's case for hirnl

e What lviil happen when he finds out \1,hat You are doing?

.. Can you fool him à5 ea(il\ ar voir -ool peoplel
ro No, you will be in noubie n iii him

if you secretlv slant \ Lrijr testtinonï in his favor.I' Doesn I i-'s rro e.n i.r -r .ou,

_- . Doesn tlorlrfea: cihinoienvhelmyou?
r2 Yourpiatirudes are ;s ra_.;ableasashes.

Your defense :s 3s iragtle as a clay pot.
13 "Be silent no\r-and le:ve me alone.

_ Letmespeak andl\\illfacetheconsequences.
1a Yes,Iwilltakemr iiie inmyhands

and say \vhat I realh thtnk.
r5 Godmightkill me butlhavenootherhope.x

I am going to argi_te my case with him.
16 But this is what \\,ill save me*I am not godless.

If I were, I côuld not stand before hi;l
rz "Listen closely to what I am about to say.

Ilear me out.
r8 I have prepared my case;

I will be proved innocent.

ir*';:r*:,n'rtr#ilfruildmaleàonkeacanbetratamecolt. l2isHebte\ÿthatthis. r3:rsAnarremarereadinginrheMasorerc
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IOB 14...poge310

re Who can argue with me over this?
And if you prove me wrong, i will remain

silent and die.

job Asks How He Has Sinned
æ "o God, $ant me these two things,

andthen Iwill be able to face you.
2r Remove your heavy hand from me,

and don't terrify me with yoff awesome
presence.

22 Now summon me, and I will answer!
Or let me speak to you, and you reply.

23 Tell me,what have I done wrong?
Show me my rebellion and my sin.

24 Why do you turn away fromme?
Whydoyou treâtme as yourenemÿ

2s Would you terrify a leaf blown bÿ the wind?
Would you chase dry straw?

26 'You wdte bitter accusations against me
and bring up all the sins of myyouth.

27 You putmy feet in stocks.
You examine all mypaths.
You trace all my footprints.

B I waste away like rotting wpod,
like a moth-eaten coat.

l4 t "How frail is humaniÿ!
How short is life, how full of trouble!

2 We blossom like a flower and then wither.
Like a passing shadow, we quickly disappear.

3 Must you keep an eye on such a frail creature
and demand an accounting from me?

a Who can bring purity out of an impure person?
No onel

s You have decided the length of our lives.
You know how many months we will live,
and we are not given a minute longer.

6 So leave us alone and let us rest!
We are like hired hands, so let us finish

our work in peace.

7 "Even a tree has more hope!
If it is cut down, it will sprout again
and grow new branches.

8 Though its roots have grown old in the earth
and its stump decays,

e at the scent of water it will bud
and sprout again like a new seedling.

ro "But when people die, their strength is gone.
They breathe their last, and then where are the)4

1r As water evaporates from a lake
and a river disappears in drought,

r2 people are laid to rest and do not rise again.
Until the heavens are no more, they will not

wake up
nor be roused from their sleep.

rr "Iwishyou would hide me in the grave*
and forget me there until your anger has passed.

But mark your calendar to think of me again!
ra Can the dead live again?

If so, this would give me hope through all my years of
struggle,

and I would eagerly await the release of death,
rs You would call and I would answer,

and you would yeam for me, your handiwork.

16 For then you would guard my steps,

instead of watching for my sins.
r7 My sins would be sealed in a pouch,

and you would cover my guilt.

18 "But instead, as mountains fall and crumble
and as rocks fall from a cliff,

re as waterwears awaythe stones
and floods wash away the soil,
so you destroy people's hope.

20 You always overpower them, and they pass from
the scene.

You disfigure them in death and send them away.
21 They never know if their children grow up in honor

or sink to insignificance.
zz They suffer painfully;

their life is full of trouble."

Eliphaz's Second Response to lob

, § Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

'- z "Awise manwouldnt answerwith such
empty talk!

You are nothing but a windbag.
3 The wise don't engage in empty chatter.

What good are suchwords?
4 Have you no fear of God,

no reverence forhim?
5 Your sins are tellingyour mouthr /hat to say.

Your words are based on clever deception.
6 Your own mouth condemns you, not I.

Your own lips testify against you.

7 "Were you the first peiSon ever bom?
Were you born before the hills were made?

I Were you listening at God s secret council?
Doyou have a monopolyonwisdom?

e What do you knowthatwe don?
What do you understand thatwe do not?

10 On ourside are aged, gray-haired men
much older thanyour fatherl

r1 "Is God's comfort too little for you?
Is his gentle word not enough?

'' *Ti:îi:1ï:;iit5iiiii:ï1,. I
,::iili#iï:F;'.','.;y*" I

CananyonebornofawomanbeiusP Ii: Look,Goddoesnoleventrusttheanpels." I
LVen Ine neavens are noT aosoturetv Dura tn ,fl

r6 How much less pure is a comrpr ano iliuut persl
withathirstforwickedness! 

-

,, ïiflH#î#::i, n lur,*m::x; I
"*'i:ïi#:iïiifli:'iffi{Ti'H'fË"'-|
20 "The uricked writhe in pain throughout their Ul
,,,n]::lïTiiîi|,,:f L'd'J,ï'î,,î'',':i,'J"**l

anci even on gooo riays rney r'ear rhe anact I

"'TJiï;ïii,q,îJiiiï",'â'.l:ri""' t

v u ander around, saying, ,Where 
c;

..r 
r,ev xnow I heir day of destruction irr oark day terrifies them.

r hey live in distress and anglish,
txe a l{lng preparing for ba"ttle.-.rney shake their fists at God

,rer),1n9 the AImjghW.
Oing their stronf shields.
: ey deliantiy charge against him.

, 'grvicked,people are heary and pror€tr \^/alsts bulge \4/ith fat.
_'hetr cities \,viil be ruined.

,re1 
wrll live in abandoned housesrar.are ready to fumble down.. r rrches rvill not last.

-,d.their wealth u/ill not endure,,,i:on:i:::i*. *I no longer sprear

_ , will not escape the darkness.
e oumrng sunrvillwither their shoot
I üe Dreath of God u/ill destroy then
"m no tonger fool themselves 6y rrurn empry riches,
empiness will be their only reward.-ees,rney will b_e cut down in the prir
.i ?11.,:,r.l:: 

*rr never again be green
-' ru u( rrxe a une whose grapes are ha,lo early,
lnolive tree that loses its blossoms Ire rruttcan form.-: godless are barren.
: nomes, enriched through bribery, \ncerve trouble and give 6irth to euil., rvomb produces deceit.,,

- 1l::ïl,A Response to Etipha.r roo spoke again:

have heard all this before.- mrserable comforters you are!.u ever stop biowing hot atr?
makes you keep on talkins2

l'. 3:.:1T.. rhings it you w"ere in my
_ spout oït criticism and shake my ir.,rre me, I would encourage Vou.J rry ro ïake away your grlef.

r su_rrer ll l defend myself.
- il er no less if I refuse to speak.

ou have ground me down
. astated my family.
-ie Iiave sinned, you,ve reduced m(

r t flesh testifies against me.
ïe.and angrily tears me aDarî. nrs teeth at me

,:.es me with his eves.
: and laugh at me.
.. my cheek in contemot.
rrrhers agajnst me.- -,ded_me overto sinners.

. ,eo me in to t he hands ol l he wickt
: qu.ietly until he shattered me

:e":y^rl: leck 
and broke me in piec're up as hls target,

- - ?ads He is aryointetl to be 1oad lot a uuLturp

'14:13llebrewirStuol. lstl2otwhAdoAowe!]esfi6huithanger;HebtewrcadswhAdououre\esbhnk- l'il':Hebtewthehol!anet illl
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re:r vou would guard my steps,
jiead of watching for my sins.
:rs rçould be sealed in a pouch,
-.û ïou \{ould cover my guilt.

:rstead, as mountains fall and crumble
-ci as rocks fall from a cliff,
:ier \rears away the stones
:3 lloods wash away the soil,
r . ou destroy people's hope.
2\.,") s overpower them, and they pass from
-le scene.

rr disfigxre them in death and send
. r.eIer know if their children grow up in
: sink to insignificance.
, ;uffer painfully;
-..r r life is full of trouble."

,z s Second Response to lob
:i.n Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

: { \1ise ma[wouldn't answer with such
emptytalk!

: j are nothing but a windbag.
.rse don't engage in empty chatter.

r :: . good are such words?

= ,:: no fear of God,
: ::', erence for him?
: !:rs are telling your mouth what to say.

r -: rçords are based on clever deception.
- . .,. - mouth condemns you, not L

: :: orm lips testify against you.

':. ', ou the first person ever born?
re:e r,ou bom before the hills were made?
'? i o,J listening at God's secret council?
.: ,, ou have a monopoly on wisdom?
:: io ÿou know that we don't?

'tat do you understand that we do not?
: :r side are aged, gray-haired men
:::r older than your father!

':a s comfort too little for you?
:.r. gentle word not enough?

i: r 3s taken away your reason?
. :,. ras weakened your vision,*
. : - :um against God

- : >:', ail these eül things?
.:., r.ortal be pure?
::. ;:.vone born of a woman be just?

: Llrd does not even trust the angels.*

. - ,...r1 listen,I will showyou.
;. . . : r siver you from my owrl
.: : ! .onfirmed by the reports
-: ::re heardthe samething
::.r'se to whom the land was given
:: :efore any foreigners arrived.

r::"êd u{ithe in pain throughout

:::ie destroyer.
:;:a not go out into the darkness

: :<;: they will be murdered.
, :: ; : tr e,les blink. 1 5:1 5 llebtew the holA orÈ

pure is a corrupt
forwickednessl

the areheavens not absolutely
less:- tch and

a thrrst

of

.'ander around, safng,,Where can I find bread?,^' v know their day of destruction is near.
lark dây terrifies them.

':y live in distress and anguish,
: a king preparing for battle.

- ey shake their fists at God,
,:\,ing the Almighty.
rg their strong shields,

' .i defiantly charge against him.

srickedpeople are heavy and prosperous;
.r \.vaists bulge vÿith fat.

-.rr cities will be ruined.
:t'will live in abandoned houses
,: are ready to tumble down.
:iches i4,ill not last,

'heir wealth u/ill not endure.
.' possessions \4/ill no longer spread across
1e horizôn

,\,ill not escape the darkness.

poge3lt...JOB l8
r: and norv his archers surround me.

His arrows pierce me \.vithout mercy,
The $ound is wet \ /ith my blood.*

rr Again and again he smashes against me,
chargtng at me like a warrior.

15 I wear burlap to show my grief.
My pride lies in the dust.

16 My€yes are red with weeping;
dark shadows circle my eves.

17 Yet I have done no Mong;
ano my prayer ls pure.

18 "O earth, do not conceal my blood.
Let it cry out on my behalf.

re Even now myvÿitness is in heaven.
My adyocate is there on high.

zo My friends scorn me,
but I pour out my tears to God.

2r I need someone to mediate between God and me,
as a person mediates between friends.

22 For soon I must go do\,vn that road
from which I will never return.

lob Continues to Defend His lnnocence
,7r "My spirit is crushed.
, / and my Iife is nearly snulfed out.

The $ave is ready lo receive me.
2 I am surrounded by mockers.

I watch how bitterly they taunt me.
3 "You must defend my innocence, O God,

srnce no one else will stand up for me.
4 You have closed their minds to understanding,

but do not let them triumph.
5 They betray their friends foitheir own advantage,

so let their children faintwith hunger. '-'
6 "Cod has made a mockery of me among the people;

they spit in my face.
7 My eyes are swollen wth weeping,

- _ 
and I am but a shadowofmyfàrmerself.

6 Thevirtuous are horrified when they see me.

^ _, 
Theinnocentrise upagainst the üngodly.e The righteous keep moüÀg forward,
and those with clean haids become srronger

and stronger.

burning sun will wither their shoots,
the breath of God IVill destroy them.

:-em no longer fool themselves by trusting
-. empÿ riches,
.mptiness \^/ill be their only reward.

tluE ]ees, they lrill be cut down in the prime of life;
branches will neyer again be green.

.li be like a vme whose Srapes are harvested-:0 early,
;n olive tree that loses its blossoms before

- e fruit can form.
. godless are barren.

homes, enriched through bribery, will bum.- . eive troubie and give birth to evii.
- u,omb produces deceit.,,

r Speech: A Response to Eliphaz
r JoD spoke again:

you.

. ou have ground me down
:.Yastated my family.

:ove Iàave sinned, you,Ve reduced me to skin

to "As.for all of you, come back }\/ith a better argxment,
lhougl. I\till hon t ,jnd 

a rri:e.rn r..ron§io, 
'

rr \.,1f da) s ere oYer.
\1r hopes hare drsappeared.
,\1f heart s desires are broken.rz fhesemen )a\ thatnightisda):

. . _rnev 
(ta,n lhat ti,e darkness is light.

13 \.^r'hat if I go ro the grave+
and make mr bed in darkness?

r4 Whatif Irall the grd\e mi.father,

,. .._and 
the maggol m\ motherormysister2

rs Where then is m) hope?
Can anvone find iT?

ro No, my hope will go down \vith me to the grave.
We will rest together in the dusfl,,

Bl9:{: Second Response to Job

f8 ]::: 
Birdad rhe Shuhire repried:

^. How long betore you stoptalking?
Speak sense if you wanl us lo answer!

, -:rt flesh testifies against me.
Te and angriiy tears me aDarl.

t\ his teeth at me
:rces me \ /ith his eyes.

::r and laugh dt me.
slap my cheek in contempt.

iathers against me.
-:nded me over to sinners.

lossed me into the hands of the wicked.
:g quietlyuntil he shattered me.
.: me by the neck and broke me in pieces.
. I me up as his target,
:r teads He k appointed tobe foadlor aÿulture. 'l 6.1 3 Hefu ew mU g 0ll _ 1 7 :1 3 Hebr ew t o gne ol; also in I 7: I 6.
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iOB 19 .Pose312

' Do vou think we are mere animals?

Éo vou think we are stuPid?
c You mây tear oul )lour hair in anger,

but will that destroy the earlh?

Will it make the rocks tremble?

5 'surelv the lishl o, lhe wicked \,ÿill be snu[led out'

The sparki of their fire v/ill not Slow
6 The liehi in their tent will Srow dark'

inËlamp hanging abové lhem willbe quenched 
.

z The confidànt stiidà of the wicked will be shortened'

Their own schemes wlll be their downfall'
s Thewickedwalkinto a net.

Thev fall into a Pit.
e A trap grabs them bY the heel'

A snare holds them tight.
ro A noose lies hidden onthe $ound.

A rope is stretched across their path'

tr "Terrors surround the wicked
and üouble them at every steP.

r2 Hunser deDletes their strength,
aid calimiw waits for them to stumble'

r Disease eats tÉir skin;

death devours their limbs.
14 Thev are torn from lhe security of their homes

and are brought down to the king of terrors'
1s The homes of the wicked will bum down;

burning sulfur rains on their houses'
16 Their roots will dry uP,

and their branches willwither.
r z All memorv of their existence will fade from the earth;

no one wil remember their names'
r8 They will be thrust trom liEht into darkness'

driven from the world.
re Thev will have neither children nor $andchildren'

nôr anv survivor in the place where they lived'
:o People in the west are appalled at thelr fate:

oioole in the east are honified
zr thqy will 52y, 'This was the home of a wicked person,

tÉe place of one who reiected cod "'

lob's Sixth Speech: A Response to Bildad

,O Then Iob spoke again:

I / 
' 

-Ho*longwillYoutortureme?

How long wiil you-try to crush me with your words?

: You have already insulted me ten ümes'

You should bê ashamed of treating me so badly'
a Even if I have sinned,

that is mY concern, not Yours'
s You think you're better than I am,

using my humiliation as evidence of my sin'
6 But it is Godwho haswrongedme,

capturing me in his net.+

7 "I crv out,'Help!'but no one answers me'

I protest, but there is no iustice'
8 God has blocked my way so I cannot move

He has plunged my path into darkness'
e He has stripped me of mY honor

and removed the crown from mY head
ro He has demolished me ott every side, and I am finished

He has uprooted my hope like a fallen tree-

rr His fury burns against me;

he counts me as an enemy'

H:ï:Ï*iir:i3ii:;TtiÏ I
13 "Mvrelativesstaytaraway, t

ândmyfriendshaveturnedagainstme' .l

:, Ii'HIf ffi*:iàx'.iili j:t*;i::*io. t
,.,#:f,::fiil?lËlfliiÏ.',li'."*,."*., il

I have to Plead with him! I

*ï*ll,irtiflTirlË:ffi'T I
Wiren I-stand to speak, they turn their backs onl

re Mv close friends detest me. I
Those I loved have tumed against me' I

zolhavebeenreducedtoskinandbones ,,I
and have escaped death by the skin of my teeÜLl

" "'?I:il:HfJ#tJi'nÏi'H'.li:'*"' I
" "ï:i:i,lïî"'.ï:î:î'"#iJ:if,ii9""' I
23"Oh,thatmywordscouldberecorded t

Oh. that thev could be inscribed on a monumer!
za carveàwithanironchiselandfilledwithlead, I

engraved forever inthe rock. I
È "Butasforme,IknowthatmyRedeemerlives' I

and he will stand upon the earth at [ast' 'l
26 AndaftermybodYhasdecaYed, I
,,,"1fi:'âî,'#g,lËl';:eGod*r 

' 
il

Yes,I will see him with mY own eyes' I
Iamoverwhelmedatthethoughtl I

*"':ir,t#:'ïïiffonPersecutin*m: 
IpYoushouldfearpunishmentyourseNes, I

for vour attituïe desewes punishment I
Then you will know that there is indeed -l

a iudgment." I
Zoohar's Second ResPonse to lob

20]ïY,:iHlheNaamathiterepried: l
because I am greatlY disturbed'

3 ITehad to endure Your insults,

but now my spirit prompts me to reply' *
4 "Don't vou realize that from the beginning of time

ever since people were first placed on the eartht
i 1i1s triurnph ol tile $cked has been short lived

and thê ioy of the godless has been only tempo+
o Though the pride of the godless reaches to the

heavens f
and their heads touch the clouds,

7 vet thev will vanish forever,
"',i,'"*"'à*l1, iir. in.iio*. arnc I
Thosewhoknewthemwillask, 

{i'Where are theÿ'
e Thev will fade like a dream and not be found'

ihev will vanish like a üsion in the night
, rnoi. *no on.. saw them will see them no moreû

Their families will never see them again'
,o rnàirlnitorenwillbegfromthepoor, ù

.rhey 
must give back lheir stolen riches.

;n .they are young,
,r oones u/ill lie in the dust

_enioyed the sweel laste of \.vickedness,:ng rt melt under their tonpue.
.avored it,
Jlng it long in their moulhs.

_d0€nly.the food in their bellies tums sour,xsonous venom in their stomach.r il^vomlt the wealth they swallowed.
r rvon t.tet them keep it down.
| . il suck lhe poison oI cobras.i uper h/ill kill them
.,;,llneveragain erioy streams ol oiive oilrvers ot milk and honev.
1 il gtve back everlthing they worked for.: w_eafth r4/ill bring ttre"m ndioy.
'i'oppressed the poor and leit ihem desrirute.\ roreclosed on their homes

1_rre always greedy and never satislied.'.'rng remains of ail the things they dreamedi 0oUt.

tii:5:li:fl .iï:iïüi,ff îiiâj5i*,"
m.id.st of plenty, they \.ÿiil run into trouble- :e overcome by misew.
o grye lhem a bellyful of trouble.

. 
uoo.rarn down his anger upon them.rey try-lo escape an iàn wàapon,
lrre rrpped arrow wiil pierceihem.

. ,rw ls pujied from their back.
nearrowhead glistens u/ith blood.*
ur s 0r oeath are upon them.- neasures will be thrown into deepest darkness.tre \4/][ devour theirgoods.

umrng all they have left.
l\ ens w.ill reveal their zuilt.
re,eanh !ÿill testify ag;inst them., rvrr sweep away their house.

: ; anger wrll descend on them in tor rents.ne re\vard lhat Cod gives the !ÿicked.
re rnheritance decreed bv God ,.

.i"ïî,ffi::ÏA. Response to Zopha r

.':1.:*::lrtp *hat r dm saying

;'J: :ii[f *ixlou; 
n nü me

- r nave spoken, you may resume mocking me. r
-plaint is wlrh God, not \,ÿith people.

good reason lo be so impatünt. J

. r rr dno De stunned.
tr hand over your mouth in shock.

;il#J,l"oi:,1n"'amsavrns,rshudder. r.

19126 Ot uithout m!) badi I will see God''f:nefreaning of the Hebrew is uncertain'

the wicked prosper.
ng old and poweriulz

. 
1r 

,:ee 
their chjldren grow up and

:ie oown,
.hey enioy their $andchildren.rnes are safe from everÿ fear.
oo ooes not punish them.

. its never faii to breed.
tLlth gall_ 21 :13 Hebtew to Sheol

EI

z

12 His troops advance.

1916 ot fat I an like 4 citA under sieqe.

I



., Duild up roads to attack me.

., .amp all around mytent.

i.:ii,,es stay far away,
: :-.\ iriends have turned against me.
:::-r\ ls gone,
: :-,, close friends have forgotten me.
::.,r.ts and maids consider me a stranger.
- .: ie a foreigner to them.
- I .all my servant, he doesn't come;
.;: to plead with him!
-.: n is repulsive to my wife.
-. :e jected by my own family.
. - -ng children despise me.
- :: 1 stand to speak, they turn their backs or_ m
::a ::iends detest me.
rsÊ I loved have turned against me.
:ten reduced to skin and bones

: :,:i e escaped death by the skin of my teeü-

:" rrrl on me, my friends, have mercy,
: e rand of God has struck me.
-- - rlso persecute me,like God does?

,.:, t r ou chewed me up enough?

:: ny words could be recorded.
--:..t they could be inscribed on a monumm.

: ,1.rh an iron chisel and filled with lead,
r: , €d forever in the rock.

, --:: me, I know that my Redeemer lives,
.^.. t\tll stand upon the earth at last.
:: n\. body has decayed,

:. ::.r body I will see God*!
re nim for myself.
i ,rrli see himwith myown eyes.

I _1! Ênvhelmed at the thought!

:-::Ê rou go on persecuting me,
r.g It's his own fault'?

-. r' ear punishment yourselves,
:'j: ;ttitude deserves punishment.

-. '. Ju w'lll kno\,ÿ that there is indeed
-:Ê-nent."

; Second Response to.lob
:r Zophar the Naamathite replied:

- : -s: leply
-sr I am greatly disturbed.

. :: endure your insults,
:-'u my spirit prompts me to reply.

ru realize that from the beginning of tl,ire
since people were first placed on the ears"
r-.: r of the wicked has been short lived
:r ov of the godless has been only temp@til
ie pride of the godless reaches to the'
il enS

.-r:r heads touch the clouds,

":i, ianish forever,
.: :*ay like their own dung.
-: inewthemwillask,
:r .re they?'

::,te like â dream and not be found.
.,, t ranish like a üsion in the night.
: : :nce saw them will see them no mor:-
::::lies will never see them again.
::- - * ill beg from the poor,

: :: :i. ilebrew is uncertain. il

:hey mustgive back their stolen riches.
- 1 they are young,
: bones \ryill lie in the dust.

:nloyed the sweet taste ofwickedness,
ng it melt under their tongue.
r\ored It,
.:ing it long in their mouths.

, :denly the food in their bellies turns sour,
isonous venom in their stomach.
,l vomit lhe wealth they swallowed.
,ÿon't let them keep it do!,vn.
il suck the poison of cobras

riper wilt kill them.
I, never again enjoy streams of olive oil

' 
ers ot milk and honev.
,l give back everything they worked for.
weatth vÿill bring them no ioy.
oppressed the poor and ieft ihem dest itute.
roreclosed on their homes.

:re always greedy and never satisfied.

-: 
ng remains of all the th ings I hey dreamed

]JIJT

, is left after they finish gorging themseJves.
-r ore, rnetr prosperity will not endure.

lidst ofplenty, theywill run into trouble
re overcome by misery.
I g,ve them a bell).ful ottrouble.
,od rain down his anger upon lhem.
e) try to escape an iron weapon,

. ze-tipped arrowwll pierceihem.
\t,rs pulled from their back,

.re arrowhead glistens u/ith blood.*-ors of death are upon them.

_ 

I reasures will be thrown inlo deepest darkness.-e wlit devour their goods,
rmrng all they have left.
, ens will reveal their guilt,
( earth will testify against them.
,rtt sweep away their house.
,rnger )vi-ll descend on them in torrents.
c reward that God gives the Iÿ1cked.
? rnnentance decreed by God.,,

:i:l:!::.h,A Response to Zophar'r ioD spoke again:

,ten closely to what I am sayins.
ne consolation you can give rie.- me, and let me speak.

. have spoken, you may resume mocking me.
Iainl is uiith God, not with people.

tooo reason to be so impatient.
'È and be stunned.
.j hand over your mouth in shock.
nk about whal I am saying, I shudder.

rt nembles

page3t3...lOB 22

._ _. Their cows bearcalvesand nevermiscarrv., They ler rheir chitdren frisk abourllËil;i

.- _. Their little ones skip and dance.
'. rney srngwith tambourine and harp.
_- -_ 

Theycelebrate to the sound of the flute.I3 They speild.their days in prosperiÿ,

,, ^. lhel q.., dor,!r, to rhe graverin pâace.,1 And yet they say to God, ,Go 
away

_ We want no part of you and vour wavs,5 who_is rhe Almighÿ, and why shoutd lie obev him?
. _.Whar goodwill itdo us topraf,t6 (Ihey think their prosperitv ii oitheir own doins.

bur I wil have norhing ro do with ifrit f.ira ài
thinking.)

17 "yet the light of the \,yicked never seems to be
exiinguished.

Do they ever have trouble?

._ Does 6od distribute sorrows to them in anser?r8 Are rhev driven before the winàlik; il;,,ÿ? 
""'' '

Are they carried away by the storm iilâ .nufp
Not at all!

re "'Well.'vousay,,at least God wll pirn jsh rheir childreni,Brr,t sai.'re should punirh rtre'o:e. ,iho;;r;""''.,
.. . so r:a tiev under..Jid I-., tJg:ren:.20 Let thÊni iee thelr desir,rclron rrltË tneii own eyes,

Ler :,-.n lîn^ J. êr r. .r .t i à: _-. , ài ÀË iiÂiË,rrv2r For thei r'll not co:. ^:a:.-a;: . r ,f .,r faniii ',
after they are dead.

22 "But !ÿho can teach a lesson to God

,, ^ 
since he judges even the mosr pJh<nuI.zr (_)ne person dies in prosperiry

, . completely comfortable and sec ure,24 the picture of good health.
vigorous and fit.

2s Another person dies in bitter poverty,

-_ _ neverhaüngtastedthegoodiife.
rô tsut both are buried in the üme dusi,

both eaten by the same maggots.
27 "Look, I know what you,re thinking.

,, ., ] flîi1|l. *hemes you ptor as;insr :i- you wtil teil me of rich and wickà peo; ,
,- ^ 

whose houses have vanished Uel )us. . .-....: 
..- :2" But ask tho:e who have been arourc

.- - and rl-ev nill teil yor, lhe rruth.ru l\'llpe r.ed-pspared ir 11me),..J i-:-.
. aîc l:i a loheo 1 ,. !.ooe oj>a.ic:lr No orÉ.,.:t.ir.. -i. oJn ,

,_..-orP9.,:-.-*- . ..:.r--..:ç. :j .. _ :.rL32 When tl., é:- .:-: . :.. .- .: j,.
an nonJ: {_::j r., -. .. - -

,, As.;;i;;;.,;,: :,,', , ' -. j:'*.y
Man)'partiet: r=j:.-:s.s l;.. o,:,.,s laiàîi.st,
andrl-.eear:r.- .. : .,a:. ::: .,

34 "Howcan).oLrr::- ..: - T.::1 tt€?Allvourexp,a:, -. :-j .r:.

It

\e wlCked prosper,
I oid and powerful?

see their chjldren grow up and
: OOIdI,
:\ enjoy their $andchildren.
es are safe from every fear.
; does not punish them.
i never faii to breed.
t: 1 gall 2l : l 3 Hebtew to Sheol

Elpl"l, Third Response ro Job
22 Then Firpnaz r. temanire r._ptied:t-i- -

.^z_ ^Lan 
a person oo dn)lhing lo help God?

, ,_ .Lan even a \1ise person be helpful to.him?, rs rtany.advantage to rhe Almighiyif you aierighteousZ
. . woutd ir be anygain ro hin;if ÿou were p.rr?iii---4 Is it because you,reio pious rhat Ée r..;;dy;;'"

F
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and brings judgment against you?
5 No, it's because of your wickednessl

There's no limrt to your sins.

6 "For example, you must have lent money to
your friend

and demanded clothing as security.
Yes, you stripped him to the bone.

7 You must have refused water for the thirsty
and food for the hungry.

E You probably think the land belongs to the powerful
and only the privileged have a right to itl

e You must have sent widows away empty-handed
and crushed the hopes of orphans.

10 That is why you are sunounded by traps
and tremble from sudden fears.

1 1 That is why you cannot see in the darkness,
and waves of water cover you.

r2 "God is so $eat-higher than the heavens,
higher than the farthest stars.

13 But you reply, 'That's why God can't see what
I am doing!

How can he judge through the thick darkness?
r4 For thick clouds swirl about him, and he cannot

see us.
He is way up there, walking on the vault

of heaven.'

15 "Will you continue on the old paths
where evil people have walked?

16 They were snatched away in the prime of life,
the foundations of their lives washed away.

r7 For they said to God,'Leave us alone!
What can the Almighty do to us?'

18 Yet he was the one who filled their homes with
good things,

so I will have nothing to do with that kind of
thinking.

re "The righteous will be happy to see the wicked
destroyed,

and the innocent .lvill laugh in contempt.
,0 They vÿill say, 'See how our enemies have been

destroyed.
The last of them have been consumed in the fire.'

21 "Submit to God, and you will have peace;
then things will go well for you.

22 Listen to his instructions,
and store them in your heart.

23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored-
so clean up your life.

24 lf you give up your lust for money
and throwyour precious gold into the river,

,5 the Almighty himself will be ÿour treasure.
He will be your precious silver!

26 "Then you \^rill take delight in the Almighty
and look up to God.

27 You vÿill pray to him, and he will hear you,
and you will fulfill your vows to him.

ze You \.vill succeed in whatever you choose to do,
and light will shine on the road ahead of you.

2e If people are in trouble and you say,'Help them,'
God will save them.

30 Even sinners will be rescued;
theywill be rescued because your hands

are pure."

Eighth Speech: A Response to Eliphaz
Then Iob spoke again:

2 "My complaint today is still â bitter one,

' _-roans of thedyrng rise from the cin
- J-rhe wounded cry for help,
.' God ignores their moaning.

. ked p-eople rebel against the lighl.
- ey ret use to acknowledge its ways
r stay in its paths.

: murderer rises in the earlv dawn' killlhe poorand needy;
.: night he is a thief.

- : adulterer waits for the t!ÿilight,
:aüng,,No one will see me thén.,
:Je hides his face so no one will know hrm-:eves break into houses at night
rnd sleep in the da\.,time.
lhey arenot acquainted \ rith the light.
black.night is their morning.

Ihey ally themselves with thàterrors of the
r jt they disappear like foam down a river.

iveô,thing they own is cursed,
:nd they are afraid to enter their own vinev

- e grave* consumes sinners
,i.lst as drought and heat consume snow.

- err owr mothers will forget them.
laggots yÿill find them sweet to eat.

. :, one will remember them.
Wicked people are broken like a tree in the-ey cheat the woman who has no son to help
They refuse to help the needy widow. '
od, in his power, drags a\.vay the rich.
t hey may rise high, bu t they have no assurar

of life.
rey may be allowed to live in securiÿ,
5ut God is always watching them.

'd lhough they are great now,
n a moment they \^/ill be gone like all others,

Lut oIf like heads of grain.
:n anyone claim othen.ÿise?
Who can prove me wrong?,,

:ad's Third Response to lob
) ( Ihen Bitdad rhe Shuhite replied:{.J-^... Goo ls powerlul and dreadful.

He enforces peace in the heavens.,,'ho is able to count his heaveniy armÿ
, Doesn't his light shine on all tûe earih?

row can a mortal be innocent before God?
Can anyone born of a woman be pure?

.od is more glorious than the moon:
he shines brighter lhan the stars.- comparison. people are maggots;
\\e monals are mere worms.,,

-, 
s Ninth Speech: A Response to Bildad

26lT:ro*okeagain:'
, ,. How.you nave helped the powerlessl
How you have saved the weak!

iow you have enlightened my stupidity!
What wise adüce you havé offered!'

.Vhere have you golten all these \.vise saylngs?
Whose spirit speaks through you?

The dead tremble-
those who live beneath the waters.

'9.Hebrew Srpol. 26:6a Hebrew.Sheol. 26t6b Heÿeÿÿ Abatl.,ter that represenls chaos in ancient literarure. 27:18 es rn Gi

lob's

23
and i try hard not to goan aloud.

3 If onlyl knewwhere to find God,
i would go to his court.

4 I would lay out my case

and present my arguments.
s Then I would listen to his reply

and understand what he says to me.
o Would he use his great po\,ver to argue with me?

No, he would give me a fair hearing.
7 Honest people can reason with him,

so I would be forever acquitted by myiudge.
8 I go east, but he is notthere.

I go west, but I cannot find him.
s I do not see him in the north, for he is hidden.

I look to the south, but he is concealed.

ro "But he knows where I am going.
And when he tests me, I will come out as pure as gm.

11 For I have stayed on God's paths;
I have followed his ways and not turned aside.

r2 I have not departed from his commands,
but have treasured his words more than daily fooÉ

r3 But once he has made his decision, who can change
his mind?

Whatever he wants to do, he does.
14 So he will do to me whatever he has planned.

He controls my destiny.
rs No wonder I am so terrified in his presence.

When I think of it, terror grips me.
r6 God has made me sick at heart;

the Almighty has terrified me.
rz Darkness is all around me;

thick, impenetrable darkness is everywhere.

lob Asks Why the Wicked Are Not Punished
a tlt "\Nhy doesn't the Almighty bring Ihe wicked
Za to judgment?

Why must the godly wait for him in vain?
2 Evil people steal land by moving the boundary mark6

They steal livestock and put them in their own
pastures.

3 they take the orphan's donkey
and demand the wdow's ox as security for a loan.

4 The poor are pushed off the path;
the needy must hide together for safety.

s Like wild donkeys in the wilderness,
the poor must spend all their time looking for fooc
searching even in the desert for food for their

children.
6 Theyhawest a field they do not own,

and they glean in the üneyards of the wicked.
7 All night they lie naked in the cold,

without clothing or covering.
8 They are soaked by mountain showers,

and they huddle against the rocks forwant of a hor

e "The wicked snatch a widow's child ftom her breast,
taking the baby as securiÿ for a loan.

10 The poor must go about naked, without any clothing.
They harvest food for others while they themselve

are starving.
rr They press out olive oil iryithout being allowed to tasti

and they tread in the winepress as they suffer fron
thirst.



:h Speech: A Response to EliPhaz
. irb spoke again:

; ,.omplaint loday is still a bitter one,

:, nard not to gToan aloud.
r.e,,t \ehere to find God,
: 30 to his court.
ir a:iÎ my CaSe

a:ent my arguments.
r,rr Listen to his reply
::erstand what he says to me.
. rse his Sleat power to argxe with me?

* ruld give me a fair hearing.
:l:le can reason with him,
: jLi be forever acquitted by my judge.

: -: ne is not there.

=:: but I cannot find him.
<Ê :,rm in the north, for he is hidden.
.. rhe south, but he is concealed.

:-,:* s rvhere I am going.
:..:. he tests me, I will come out as pur€ ?s @
. !:;\'ed on God's paths;
::.;ox'ed his ways and not tumed aside.

: :tparted from his commands,
, 
= reasured his words more than daii\ ::rDt

: r r as made his decision, who can charyr
- : c:

=. 
Ê. he wants to do, he does.
r. to me whatever he has planned.

::rrls my destiny.
..: i am so terrified in his presence.

- ::.ink of it, terror grips me.
:--,ce me sick at heart;
t--tg:f, has terrified me.
: :i a,L around me;
.:tÊ:.etrable darkness is everywhere.

!hy the Wicked Are Not Punished
: r0esn't the Almighty bring the v/icka:
: -*$r,ent?
1j:i the godly wait for him in vain?
: e ::eal land bv moving the boundan .,-M
', - ...eqrock and put them in theirou-

: ::.: ,:phan's donkey

=-.:i the \\idow's ox as securityfor a r-a(

: ::. :..:shed off the path;
.,-. . -:rhlo. iogetherforsafety.
: : :: ..e,, s :n the wilderness,
,: . -si spend al1 their time looking f.: lmt

- : . . , en in the desert for food for the:

- :r : :...: .iel do not Own,'. . .:. :.tierineyardsof thewickrr
:e , ..: naked tn the cold,

-: -i:iirng or covering.
):.iad by mountain showers,
'.. - 

- jlle àgainsttherocks forwant.: : lrt
.\:: snatch a widow's child from her'r:m
: :i 'Daby as security for a loan.
: r- -!1 go about naked, without anv clo:uro:
-::,.st food for others while they the:-seqrE

: ;:::' in$.
::: . .. olrveoilwithoutbeingallowej:: =80-i', read in the winepress as they su5- :nm'

:s:

, =-roans of the dying rise from the city,
. - J the wounded cry for help,
:: God ignores their moaning.

,.ed people rebel against the light.
-elrrefuse to acknowledge its ways
' stay in its paths.
nurderer rises in the early dawn
kill the poor and needy;
:right he is a thief.
rdulterer waits for the twilight,
:;ing, 'No one will see me then.'
: hides his face so no one will know him.

- . es break into houses at night
-d sleep in the daytime.
ley are not acquainted with the light.
,iiack night is their morning.
rey ally themselves \dith the terrors of the darkness.

iey disappear Iike foam down a river.
: :rything they own is cursed,
- d they are afraid to enter their own vineyards.
.Tave* consumes sinners

. ri as drought and heat consume snow.
: own mothers will forget them.
r:ggots will find them sweet to eat.

:re will remember them.
:cked people are broken like a tree in the storm.
.heat the woman who has no son to help her.
ey refuse to help the needy widow.

- in his power, drags away the rich.
'ev may rise high, but they have no assurance
rf life.
may be allowed to live in security,' . Cod is always watching them.
iough they are great now,
r moment they will be gone like all others,
. off like heads of grain.

,rr,one claim otherwise?
ro can prove me wrong?"

s Third Response to lob
ren Bildad the Shuhite replied:

God is powerful and dreadful.
:nforces peace in the heavens,
! able to count his heavenly armÿ
:-rn't his light shine on all the earth?
:n a mortal be innocent before God?
' anyone bom of a woman be pure?
, more glorious than the moon;

-nrnes brighter than the stars.
-]rarison, people are maggots;
î.ortals are mere worms."

pose31s...lOB 27

6 The underworld* is naked in God's presence.

The place of destruction* is uncovered.
7 God stretches the northern sky over empty space

and hangs the earth on nolhing.
8 He wraps the rain in his thick clouds,

and the clouds don't burst with the weight.
e He covers the face of the moon,+

shrouding it with his clouds.
10 iIe created the horizon when he separated the waters;

he set the boundary between day and night.
r r The foundations of heaven tremble;

they shudder at his rebuke.
r2 Byhis power the sea grewcalm.

By his skill he crushed the $eat sea monster.x
13 His Spirit made the heavens beautiful,

and his power pierced the gliding serpent.
14 These are iust the beginning of all that he does,

merely a whisper of his power.

Who, then, can comprehend the thunder of
his power?"

lob's Final Speech
I 7 Job continued sPeaking:
Z / r-lro* bythe liüngcod.who hastakenaway

my rights,
bv the Almightÿ trho has embittered my soul-

3 As long as I 1ive,

while I have breath from God,
a my lipswill speakno eü],

and my tongue will speak no lies.
5 I will never concede that you are right;

I will defend my irite$ity until I die.
6 I will maintain my innocence without wavering.

My conscience is clear for as long as I live.

7 "May my enemy be punished like the wicked,
my adversary like those who do evil.

e For what hope do the godless have when God cuts
them off

and takes away their life?
e Will God listen to their cry

when trouble comes upon them?
1o Can they take delight in the Almight)f

Can they call to God at any time?
I I I vÿill teach you about God's power.

I will not conceal anlthing concerning the Almight\.
r2 But you have seen all this,

yet you say all these useless things to me.

r: "This rs what the wrckeci \\ill receive from God;

this is therr lnheritance from the Aimighty.
Ii TheY ma! ha\e r,ar', chilciren

hul the rhrldren \\ill d1e rn war or starve to death.
r5 Thcse irho suniie rrill die of a plague,

and not er en thelr \lidows vr'ill mourn them.

r6 "E!il people mar have piles ofmoney
and ma)'store away mounds of clothing.

r7 But the righteous wlllwear that clothing,
and the rnnocent vrill divide that money.

18 The wicked build houses as fragile as a spider's web,*
as flimsy as a shelter made of branches.

le Thewicked go tobedrich
but wake to find that all their wealth is gone.

20 Terror overwhelms them like a flood,
and they are blown away in the storms of the night.

: \inth
/ lhenn

Speech: A Response to Bildad
Iob spoke again:

How you have helped the powerlessl
. r,ou have saved the weakl

-,u have enlightened my stupidity!
':r wise adüce you have offered!

rave you gotten all these \ryise sayings?
:se spirit speaks through you?

- ,:d tremble-
,: rrho live beneath the waters.

ç1e01.26:6aHebrewsheot- 26t6bqeûewAbaddon.26igOtcauqshisthrone.26t'l2lcreùNRahab,tl\enameofam)thicals€a
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2r The east wind carries them away, and they
are gone.

It s\,ÿeeps them away.
22 It whirls down on them without mercy.

They struggle to flee from its po\ /er.
23 Buteveryoneieers atthem

and mocks them.

lob Speaks of Wisdom and Understanding
-l CD r "Peoole know where to mine silver
Zé and how to refine gold.
2 They know where to dig iron from the earth

and how to smelt copper from rock.
3 They know how to shine light in the darkness

and explore the farthest regions of the earth
as they search in the dark for ore.

4 They sink a mine shaft into the earth
lar from where anyone lives.
They descend on ropes, swinging back

and forth.
s Food is grown on the earlh above,

but down below, the earth is melted as by fire.
6 Here the rocks contain precious lapis lazuli,

and the dust contains gold.
7 These are treasures no bird of prey can see,

no falcon's eye observe.
t No wild animal has walked upon these treasures;

no lion has ever set his paw there.
s People know how to tear apart flinty rocks

and overtum the roots of mountains.
ro They cut tunnels in the rocks

and uncover precious stones.
1r They dam up the trickling streams

and bring to light the hidden treasures.

r2 "But do people know where to find wisdom?
Where can they find understandinÿ

13 No one knows where to find it,
for it is not found among the living.

14 'lt is not here,'says the ocean.
'Nor is it here,' says the sea.

æ He decided how hard the winds should blow
and hou, much rain should fall.

æ He made the laws for the rain
and laid out a path for the lightning.

27 Then he sal,ÿwisdom and evafuated it.
He set it in place and examined itthoroughÿ.

x And this is what he says to all humafiit)4
'The fear of the lord is true wisdom;

to forsake eül is real undentanding."'

lob Speaks of His Former Blessings

29 fob continued speaking:

2 "l long for the years gone by
when God took care of me,

3 when he lit up the way before me
and I walked safely through the darkness.

4 When Iwas inmyprime,
God's friendship was felt in my home.

5 The Almightywas stitl with me,
and my children were around me.

6 My cows produced milk in abundance,
and my groves poured out streams of olive oil.

7 "Those were the days when I went to the city gate
and took my place among the honored leaders.

I The young stepped aside when they saw me,
and even the aged rose in respect at my coming.

e The princes stood in silence
and put their hands over their mouths.

to The highest officials of the city stood quietly,
holding their tongues in respect.

rr ''Allwho heard me praised me.
All who saw me spoke well of me.

12 For I assisted the poor in their need
and the orphans who required help.

tr i helped those without hope, and they blessed me.
And I caused the widows'hearts to sing for joy.

14 Everlthing I did was honest.
Righteousness covered me like a robe,
and I wore iustice like a turban.

Speaks of His Anguish
? fl , "But now t am mocked by people younger rhan I,
- {., b} young men whose falhers are not worthy to

run vÿith my sheepdogs.
, lotof good theyare to me-

those !ÿorn-out wretches!
ney are gaunt \^/ith hunger

and flee to the deserts,
to desolate and gloomywastelands.

rey pluck wild greens from among the bushes
and eat from the roots of broom trees.

'rey are driven from human socieÿ,
and people shout at them as if they were thieves.
now they live in lrightening raünes,
in caves and among the rocks.

rey sound like animals howling among the bushes,
huddled together beneath thè nettlea.

rey are nameless fools,
outcasts from society.

\nd nowthey mock me with lulgar songs!
They taunt me!

rey despise me and won't come near me,
except to spit in my face.

r r God has cut my bo\,vstring.
He has humbled me,
so they have thrown off all restraint.

:ese outcasts oppose me to my face.
fhey send me sprawling
and lay traps in my path.

rey block my road
and do everything they can to destroy me.

-rey know I have no one to help me.
ihey come at me from all directions.
ey jump on me when I am down.
I iive in terror now.
honor has blown away in the \ryind,

and my prosperiÿ has vanished like a cloud.

rd now my life seeps away.
)epression haunts my days.
'ight my bones are filled with pain,
.\ hich gnaws at me relentlesslv.
rh a strong hand, God grabs my shirt.
ile grips me by the collar of my coat.

. nas thrown me into the mud.
i m nothing more than dust and ashes.

ry to you, O God, but you don,t answer.
- stand before you, butyou don,t even look.
-l have become cruel toward me.
I ou use your power to persecute me.
- throw me into the whirlwind
:nd destroy me in the storm.
: I knowyou are sending me to my death--re destination of all who live.

:ely no one would turn against the needy
.,, hen they cry for help in their trouble.
: i not weep for those in trouble?
.','es I not deeply grieved for the needÿ
iooked for good, but evil came instead.
,vaited for the light, but darkness fell.
'.eart is troubled and restless.
:r's of suffering torment me.

-.{ in gloom, without sunlight.
.iand in the public square and cry for heip.
.. e\ÿ griniL fot. 31 i1 2 Hebt ew ta Abaddon

15 Itcannotbeboughtwithgold. 15 lservedaseyesfortheblind
It cannot be purchased with silver. and feet for the lame.

16 It'sworthmorethanallthegoldofOphir, 16 Iwasafathertothepoor
greater than precious onyx or lapis lazuli. and assisted strangers who needed help.

17 Wisdomismorevaluablethangoldandcrystal. r7 Ibroketheiawsofgodlessoppressors
It cannot be purchasedwithiewels mounted and plucked their victims fromtheirteeth.

in fine gold.
18 coral and iasper are worthless in trying to get it. 18 "I thought, 'surely I will die surrounded by

rire priâe àfwisdom is far above rubies. my family
rr precious peridot from Ethiopia* cannot be , " --after 

a long, good life *

exchanged for it. I e For I am like a tree whose roots reach the water,

r|sworrhirorerhanrhepuresrsord. 2,*.iIiiJ,:i:Xi*ï;:,ffi:ÏS#âXii:î
20 "But do people know where to find wisdom? and my strength is coniinually renewed.'

Where can they [ind understandinÊ?
2i It is hidden from ttre eyes or arr nuiiàiity 2r "Everyone listened to my advice.

Even the sharp-eyed birds in the sky cannot discover ," 
^ - 

TheJ were silent as they waited for me to speak'

it. 22 Andafterlspoke,theyhadnothingtoadd,
22 Destruction+ and Death say, for my counsel satisfied them.

,we,ve heard only rumois of where wisdom z: They longed for me to speak as people long for rain.
Ihey drank my words like a refreshing spring raircan be found ' 24 when they were discouraged, I smiled at them.

2r "God alone understands the way to wisdom; My look of approval was precious to them.
he knows where it can be found, 25 Like a chief, I told them what to do.

r+ for he looks throughout the whole earth I lived like a king among his troops
and sees everythingunderthe heavens. and comfortedthose who moumed.

28119 Heûew from Cwh 2Et22Hebrew Abaddm. 29t186efiew aftq thave counted mg doAslike smd.
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ied how hard the winds should blow
rorr much rain should fall.
- the la}ÿs for the rain
rid out a path for the lightning.
çll wrsdom and evaluated it.

r it in place and examined it thoroughly.
is u hat he says to all humanity:

: oi the tord is true wisdom;
-çke evil is real understanding.,,,

s of His Former Blessings
:ontrnued speaking:

-ong for the years gone by
û,rd took care of me,
l: up the way before me

É?lked safely through the darkness.
ras 1n my prime,
:nendship was felt in my home.
:g:'.t, was still with me,
:i'children were around me.
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:"' groves poured out streams of olive oil
;ere the days when I went to the citygate
urk my place among the honored leaders
g stepped aside when ihey saw me,
.n ti'e aged rose in respect at my coming-
:es stood in silence
]t iheir hands over their mouths.
Èsi officials of the city stood quietly,
; -.aeir tongues in respect.

reard me praised me.
r sa\{, me spoke well of me.
ned the poor in their need
e orphans who required help.
iose wrthout hope, and they blessed me
raused the vÿidows'hearts to sing for ioy.
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.:r:rsness covered me like a robe,
,o:Ê iLlstice like a turban.
i eres for the blind
:1 IJr the lame.
ller to the poor
i:ieo strangers who needed help.
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..:.r.g good life.*
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:ianches are refreshed with the dew.
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i sooke, they had nothing to add,
:ounsel satisfied them.
- :or me to speak as people long for rain-
-o: i nv words like a refreshing spring r*
; u ere discouraged, I smiled at them.
r :i approval was precious to them.
:'. i iold them what to do.
ie a king among his troops
:forted those who mourned.
4s .kt 5and.

eaks of His Anguish
"But now I am mocked by people younger than I,

by young men whose fathers are not worthy to
run with my sheepdogs.

-.f good they are to me-
r se worn-out wretches!
iie gaunt with hunger
i flee to the deserts,
jesolate and gloomy wastelands.
:luck wild greens from among the bushes
i eat from the roots of broom trees.
rre driven from human society,
j people shout at them as if they were thieves.
rv they Iive in frightening ravines,
.aves and among the rocks.
;ound like animals howling among the bushes,

.ddled together beneath the nettles.
:re nameless fools,
:casts from society.

' now they mock me with wlgar songs!
-?y taunt mel
despise me and won't come near me,
:ept to spit in my face.

.,rd has cut my bowstring.

. has humbled me,
'hey have thrown off all restrainl.
: outcasts oppose me to my face.
:y send me sprawling
J lay traps in my path.
rlock my road
I do everything they can to destroy me.
inow I have no one to help me.

ÿ come al me from all directions.
ump on me when I am down.

, e in terror now.
,nor has blown away in the wind,
j my prosperity has vanished like a cloud.

- now my life seeps away.
.:ression haunts my days.
qht my bones are filled with pain,
- lch gnaws at me relentlessly.
j strong hand, God gabs my shirt.
grips me by the collar of my coat.

:s thrown me into the mud.
-.r nothing more than dust and ashes.

io you, O God, but you don't answer.
.and before you, but you don't even look.
.ave become cruel toward me.
-: use your power to persecute me.
rrow me into the whirlwind

' I destroy me in the storm.
knowyou are sending me to my death-

. destination of all who live.

r no one would tum against the needy
:n they cry for help in their trouble.
^rct weep for those in trouble?
, s I not deeply grieved for the neeô,
: ked for good, but eül came instead.
:ited for the light, but darkness fell.

. rrt is troubled and restless.
! of suffering torment me.
rn gloom, v/ithout sunlight.
:rd in the public square and cry for help.

. qaad[ot 11i12Hebte\ to Abdddon
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2e Instead, I am considered a brother to iackals
and a companion to owls.

30 My skin has tumed dark,
and my bones bum with fever.

3r Myharp playssadmusic,
and myflute accompanies those who weep.

lob's Final Protest of lnnocence
? I 1 "l made a covenant with my eyes

J , not to look with lust at a young \,voman.
2 For what has God above chosen for us?

What is our inheritance from the Almighÿ on high?
3 Isn't it calamity for the wicked

and misforrune for those who do eül?
4 Doesn't he see everlthing I do

and every step I take?

s "Have I lied to anyone
or deceived anyone?

6 Let God weigh me on the scales ofiustice,
for he knows my integrity.

7 If I have strayed from his pathway,
or if my heart has lusted for what my eyes

have seen,

or if I arr guilty of any other sin,
8 then let someone else eat the crops I have planted.

Let all that I have planted be uprooted.
p "If my heart has been seduced by a woman,

or if I have lusted for my neighbor's wife,
r0 then let mywife belong to+ another man;

Iet other men sleep with her.
1r Forlustis a shamefulsin,

a crime that should be punished.
r2 It is a fire that burns all thewayto hell.*

It would wipe out everything I own.

l: "IfIhavebeenunfair male or female servantstomy
theirwhen theybrought complaints to me,

ra howcouldlfaceGod?
What could I saywhen he questioned me?

rs For God created both me and my servants.
He $eated us both in the womb.

1o "Have I refused to help the poor,
or crushed the hopes ofwidows?

r7 Have I been stingywith my food
and refused to share it with orphans?

1a No, from childhood I have cared for orphans
like a father,

and all my life I have cared for u'idows.
re Whenever I saw the homeless \rithout clothes

and the needr \\lth nothlng to \vear,
20 did ther not pra:se me

for prono;ng ir'ool clothing to keep them
ir'arrn?

21 "lf I ralsed m\ hand against an orphan,
knowing ihe tudges would take my side,

22 then let mr shoulder be wrenched out of place!
Let my am be tom from its socket!

23 That would be better than facing God's judgment.
For if the malest! of God opposes me, what hope

is there?

24 "Have I put my trust in money
or felt secure because of my gold?

2s Have I gloated about mywealth
and all that I own?

I
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26 "Have I looked at the sun shining in the skies,
or the moon walking down its silver pathway,

2/ and been secretly enticed in my heart
to throw kisses at them in worship?

2E If so, I should be punished by the judges,
for it would mean I had denied the God of heaven.

2e "Have I ever rejoiced when disaster sülck my enemies,
or become excited when harm came their wav?

30 No, I have never sinned by cursing anyone
or by asking for revenge.

3r "My servants have never said,
'He let others go hungry.'

32 I have neyer turned away a stranger
but have opened my doors to everyone.

13 "Have I tried to hide my sins like other people do,
concealing my guilt in my heart?

34 Have I feared the crowd
or the contempt of the masses,
so that I kept quiet and stayed indoors?

35 "If only someone would ]isten to mel
Look, I \.vill sign my name to my defense.

Let the Almighty answer me.
Let my accuser write out the charges against me.

36 I would face the accusation proudly.
I would wear it like a cro\,!n.

37 For I would tell him exactlywhat I have done.
I would come before him like a prince.

3E "lf my land accuses me
and all its furrows cry out together,

re or if I have stolen its crops
or murdered its owners,

40 then let thistles $ow on that land instead of wheat,
and weeds instead of barley.',

Iob's words are ended.

Elihu Responds to lob's Friends
] J loU's three friends refused to reply further lo him
Jé because he kept insisting on his innocence.

2Then Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, ofthe clan of Ram,
became angry. He was angry because Job refused to admit
that he had sinned and that God was right in punishing him.
3He was also angry with iob's three friends, for theyhade
God* appear to be wrong by their inabiliÿ to answer fob,s
arguments. 4Elihu had waited for the others to speak to Job
because theywere older than he. 5Butwhen he saw thatthey
had no further reply, he spoke out angrily. 6Elihu son of Bai-
akel the Buzite said,

"l am young and you are old,
so I held back from telling you what I think.

7 I thought,'Those v/ho are older should speak,
for wisdom comes with age.,

8 But there is a spirit+ \ /ithin people,
the breath of the Almighty within them,
that makes them intelligent.

o Somelimes lhe elders are not u/ise.
Sometimes the aged do not understand justice.

ro So listen to me,
and let me tell you what I think.

rr "I have waited all this time,
listening very carefully to your arzuments,
listening to you grope for words.

12 I hâve listened,
but not one ôf you has refuted ]ob
or ansr+ered his argxments.

rr And don'ttell me,'He is too wise for us.
Only God can conünce him.'

r4 If Iob had been arguing \.vith me,
I would not answi:r with your kind of logic!

rs Yousittherebaffled,
with nothing more to say.

16 Should I continue to wait, now that you are silent?
Must I also remain silent?

rz No,Iwill saymypiece.
I will speak my mind.

18 For I am full of pent-up words,
and the spirit within me urges me on.

re i am like a cask of wlne \.vithout a vent,
like a new wineskin ready to burst!

20 I must speak to find relief,
so let me give my answers.

21 I\.von'tplayfavorites
or try to flatter anyone.

,, For if I tried nattery,
my Creator would soon destroy me.

Elihu Presents His Case against lob

3i t "Listen to mywords,Job;
pay attention to what I hâve to say.

2 Now that I have begun to speak,
let me continue.

: I speak with all sinceriÿ;
I speak the truth.

4 For the Spiril of God has made me,
and the breath of the Almighÿ gives me life.

s Answerme,if youcan;
make your case and take your stand.

6 Look,you and I both belonglo God.
I, too, was formed from clay.

7 So you don'tneed to be afraid of me.
I won't come down hard on you.

a "You have spoken in my hearing,
and I have heard your very words.

e You said,'I am pure; I am without sin;
I am innocent; I have no guilt.

1o God is pickinga quarrelwith me,
and he considers me his enemy.

1r He puts myfeet in the stocks
and watches my every move.'

12 "But you are wrong, and I will show you why.
For God is greater than any human being.

tr So why are you bringing a charge against him?
Why say he does not respond to people,s complaints?

r4 For God speaks again and again,
though people do not recognize it.

15 He speaks in dreams, in visions of the night,
when deep sleep falls on people
as they lie in their beds.

16 He whispers intheirears
and lerrifies them with warnings.

I7 He makes them turn from doing wong;
he keeps them from pride.

r8 He protects them from the grave,
from crossing over the river of death.

re "Or God disciplines people with pain on their sickbeds,
y/ith ceaseless aching in their bones.

,:È their appetite
. , en the most delicious food.
.esh wastes away,

. : :heir bones stick out.
i:e at death,s door;

' . :ngels of death wait for them.

. an angel from heaven appears_
, ,:ecial messenger to intercède for a p
: - i declare that he is upright_

I be $acious and say,
- : re him from the grave,

: I have found a ransom for his life.,
,: his body will become as healthv as a r

nn and youthful again.
.n he prays to God,

-. Wlll be accepted.
: God will receive him vÿith ioy
. r.d restore him to good standing.

- ,.,rll declare to his friends,
: ned and t\{isted the truth,

: ut it was not v/orth it.*
: : rescued me from the grave,
:nd now my life is filled with light_,

.j, God does these things
:gain and again for people.
: escues them from the grave
o they may enioy the light ot life.

,rk this \ryell, Job. Listen to me,
:or I have more to say.
' tf you have anyhing to say, go ahead.
)pedk, Ior I am anxious to see you justifir

: _t if not, then listen to me.
Keep silent and I },yill teach you wisdoml,,

'r Accuses lob of Arrogance
? /, Then Elihu said:
)a , 'Listen to me, you wise men.

. 
Pay attention, you who have knowledge.

-rb said, 'The ear tests the words it hears
iust as the mouth distinguishes between f

0 let us discern for ourselves whal rs right

- letus leamtogetherwhat is good.
:or Job also said,'I am innocent,

but God has laken away my righls.
dm I nnocen t, but they call me a I iar.

My suffering is incurable, though I have n

Iell me, has there ever been a man like Job,
\.vith his thirst for irreverent talk?

He chooses eül people as companions.
He spends his time with wicked men.

He has even said,'Why waste time
trying to please God?,

"Listen to me, you v/ho have understanding.
Everyone knows that God doesn,t sin!

_- TheAlmighty can do no wrong.
He repays people according to th-eir deeds.

He treats people as they deserve.
Truly, God \^/ill not do wronp.

The AlmighN \^/ill not twi"st iustice.
Did someone else put the \ryorld rn his care?

Who set the whole world in place?
' If Cod were to take back his sDirit

and withdraw his breath,
3 :27 creek version read s but he 1cod) did not punish me 6 mL
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.i it was not worth it.+
iescued me from the grave,
J now my life is filled with light.,

Cod does these things
.rin and again for people.
.scues them from the grave

they may enioy the tight of life.
this well,lob. Listen to me,

- I have more to say.
vou have anyhing to say, go ahead.

::ak, for I am anxious to see you iustified.
not, then listen to me.

, :p silent and I will teach you wisdom!,,

iccuses fob of Arrogance
- hen Elihu said:

: "Listentome,youwisemen.
: , attention, you who have knowledge.
r id, 'The ear tests the words it hears
,i as the mouth distinguishes between foods.,. l..rs discern for ourselves what is right;
rs learn together what is good.
o also said,'I am innocent,
. God has taken away my rights.
r.nocent, but they call me a liar.
. suffering is incurable, though I have not sinned.,

re, has there ever been a man like Iob,
:, his thirst for irreverent talk?
rroses eül people as companiOns.

. iDends his time with wicked men.
,i even said,'Why waste time
rg to please God?'

,' to me, you who have understanding.
.:\'one knor4rs that God doesn,t sin!
-, llmighty can do no \,!.rong.
:ays people according to their deeds.
:eats people as they deserve.
,od will not do wlong.

: llmighty u/ill not twist,ustice.
:Leone else put the world in his care?
r set the whole world in place?

. .iere to take back his spirit
: ,rithdraw his breath,
. .rsion.eads rr, he [God] did not punish me 6 my siil deseru e d _

page3t9...jOB 35
15 all life would cease,

and humanitywould tum again to dust.
r6 "Now listen to me if you are \.vise,

Pay attention to what I say.
17 Could cod govern if he hated justice?

.^ _ Are ÿou going to condemn the almighÿ judge?
18 For he says to kings,'you are wicked,,

and to nobles,'You are unjust.,
le He doesn't care how great a person may be,

and he pays no more attention to thè rich than
to the poor.

He made them all.
20 In a moment they die.

In the.middle of the night they pass away;
the mighty are removed \.vithout humanîand.

21 "For God watches how people liye;
he sees everything they do.

22 No darkness is thick enough
to hide lhe \4/icked from his eyes.

23 We don't set the time
when we will come before God in judgment.

24 He brings the mighty tô ruin \4/ithout asking anyone,
and he sets up others in their place.

2s He kno\t's w'hat theY do,
and_ in the night he oyerturns and destroys

them.
26 He strikes them do\m because they are wlCked,

doing it openly for ali to see.
27 For they turned away from following hlm.

-- _. Theyhave no respect for any of his ways.
28 They cause the poor to cry out.catching éod,s

attention.
He hears the cries of the needy.

2e But if he chooses to remain quiet,
who can criticize him?

When he hides his face, no one can find him,
whether an individual or a nation.

r0 He prevents the godless from ruling
so they cannot be a snare to the people.

3r "Why don't people say to God, 
,I 

have sinned,
but I will sin no more,?

32 Or'I don't know\.vhat eül I have done-tell me.
If I have done wrong, I will stop at once,?

33 "Must God tailor his justice to i,our demands?
But you have reiected himl

The chotce 1s rours not nine.
Go ahead. share i o:r irtsdom rrith us.rr After all brlght peopie \\'ill rellme,
anri n.se people riill hear me say,

35 ']ob speaks oui of igjorance;
his wo:ds lack tnsight.'

36 Job, 1 ou de,en e the maximum penalty
for the irrcieC rr,av you have ialked.

3/ For \ou nd\e àcdeo rebellion to your sin:
you sho\r no respect,
and vou speak many angry words against God.,,

Elihu Reminds lob of God,s Justice
? ( Then Ellhu said:

-ÿ , -Do 
)ou think it is right tor you to claim,

'I am righteous before God,?
3 For you also ask, 'Whafs in it for me?

What's the use of liüng a righteous life?,

sents His Case against lob
-rs:Ê: to my words, Job;
r: , :ttention to what I have to say.

:: - l:\ e begun to speak,
: ::,:rtinue.
,' :: lll sincerity;
:i .:.È truth.
):r:i of God has made me,
:.. rr.ath of the Almighÿ gives me life.
--r 1I IOU Can;

, a -: case and take your stand.
- ;:.d i both belong to God.

^ rs icrmed from clay.
:: : leed to be afraid of me.
::::*edownhardonyou.

. r::ien in myhearing,
:. , r r eard your very vÿords.

- :: :,ure; I am without sin;
:. r -:r:i I have no guilt.
-1::r. : quaffel\l/ith me,
. - . - lers me his enemy.
- . :a:-,n the sto.ks
:.::as rn) everymove.,

:r: ,,\tcng, and I will show you why..j --. I er.than any human being.': . . - .n$ngachargeâgainsl him?
-. - j e\ notrespond topeople,scom:lr:

..gair and again,
r l:: :ie do not recognize it.
. - -'Ldnq in usions ol the night.
:=.: ileep falls on people
. f reir beds.

i-a :.neirears
r: ., ::em with warnings.--.- -urn from doingwrong;', '^.* irom pride.
:. . ^ i:r. lrom the grave,
:...:: cver the river of death.

, . -,. peoplewith pain ontheir!.'.:*:
:: i.. ! ! aching in their bones.

I
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JOB 36...poqei2T
4 "Iwillansweryou

and all your friends, too.
5 Look up into the sky,

and see the clouds high above you.
6 If you sin, how does that affect God?

Even if you sin again and again,
what effect will it have on him?

7 If you are good, is this some $eat gift to him?
What could you possibly give him?

8 No, your sins affect only people like yourself,
and your good deeds also affect only humans.

e "People cry out when they are oppressed.
They groan beneath the power of the mighty.

10 Yet they don't ask, 'Where is God my Creator,
the one who gives songs in the night?

11 Where is the one who makes us smarter than
the animals

and wiser than the birds of the slÿ'
12 And when they cry out, God does not answer

because of their pride.
r3 But it is wrong to say God doesn't listen,

to say the Almighty isn't concerned.
14 You sayyou can't seehim,

but he \.vill bringiustice if you will only wait.*
I 5 You say he does not respond to sinners with anger

and is not greatly concemed about wickedness.x
r6 But you are talking nonsense, Job.

You have spoken like a fool."

i6 Elihu continued speaking:

2 "Let me go on, and I \,ÿill show you the truth.
For I have not finished defending Godl

3 I will presentprofound arguments
for the righteousness of my Creator.

4 I am tellingyou nothing but the truth,
for I am a man of $eat knowledge.

5 "God is mighty, but he does not despise anyone!

- - 
He is mighÿ in both power and understanding.

6 He does not let thewicked live
but gives iustice to the afflicted.

7 He never takes his eyes off the innocent,
but he sets them on thrones with kings
and exalts them forever.

8 If they are bound in chains
and caught up in a web of trouble,

e he showsthemthe reason.
He shows them their sins of pride.

10 He gets their attenüon
and commands that they tum from evil.

t1 "If they listen and obey God,
theywill be blessed \,ÿith prosperity throughout their

lives.
All their years will be pleasant.

r2 But if they refuse to listen to him,
they will be killed by the sword*
and die from lack of understar.rding.

r3 For the godless are full of resentment.
Even when he punishes them,
they refuse to cry out to him for help.

14 They die when they are young,
after wasting their lives in immoral liüng.

rs But by means of their suffering, he r,escues those
who suffer.

For he gets their attention through adversity.

16 "God is leading you away from danger, Iob,
to a place free from distress.
He is setting your table with the best food.

I 7 But you are obsessed with whether the godless )ÿill
be judged.

Don't worry, iudgment and iustice \.vill be upheld.
I 8 But watch out, or you may be seduced by wealth.*

Don't let yourself be bribed into sin.
re Couldall yourwealth*

or all your mighty efforts
keep you from distress?

20 Do not long for the cover of night,
for that is nhen people will be destroyed.*

21 Be on guard! Turn back from evil,
for God sent this suffering
to keep you ftom a life of evil.

Elihu Reminds lob of God's Power
22 "Look, God is all-powerful.

Who is a teacher like him?
2r No one can teli himwhat to do,

or say to him, 'You have done wrong.,
24 lnstead, glorify hls mighÿ works,

singing songs of praise.
25 Everyone has seen these things,

though only from a distance.

26 "Look, God is greater than we can understand.
His years cannot be counted.

27 He draws up the water yapor
and then distills it into rain.

28 The rain pours down from the clouds,
and everyone benefits.

2e Who can understand the spreading of the clouds
and the thunder that rolls forth from heaven?

30 See how he spreads the lightning around him
and how it lights up the depths of the sea.

rr By these mighty acts he nourishes* the people,
giüng them food in abundance.

32 He fills his hands with lightning bolts
and hurls each at its target.

33 The thunder announces hii
ttre storm announces his

presence;
indignant anger.*

2 7, "Uy n"urtpounds as I lhink of this.
Jl It trembles \,ÿithin me
2 Listen carefully to the thunder of God,s voice

as it rolls from his mouth.
3 It rolls across the heavens,

and his iightning flashes in every direction.
4 Then comes the roaring of the thunder-

the tremendous voice of his majesty.
He does not restrain it when he speaks.

5 God's voice is glorious in the thunder.
We can't even imagine the greatness of his power

6 "He directs the snow to fall on the earth
and tells the rain to pour doum.

7 Then everyone stops working
so they can watch his poner.

. W1ld animals take cover
:nd stay inside their dens.': stormyr,ÿind comes from its chamber,
,nd the driüng \,ÿinds bring the cold.
I s breath sends the ice,
:eezing wide expanses of water.
oads the clouds with moisture,

. 1d they flash \4/ith his lighrning.
clouds chum about at ùs direition.

. hey do whatever he commands throughout
the earth.

rakes these things.happen either to punish people
r 1o show his unfailing love.

., attention to this, Job.
)top and consider the wonderful miracles of Godl
; ou know how God controls the storm
:nd causes the lightning to flash from his clouds?
lou understand how he moves the clouds
rith wonderful perfection and skill?
"n you are sweltering in your clothes

-nd the soulh wtnd dies down and everything
is still,

, nakes the skies reflect the heat like a bronze mirror.
:an you do that?

I teach the rest of us what to sav to God.
.Ve.are too ignorant to make oür own arguments.
ruld God be notified that I want to speakî
ian people even speak when they are confused?*
: cannot look at the sun,
or it shines brightly in the s§

.' hen the wind clears awa|/ the clouds
,lso, golden splendor comes irom lhe mountain

of God.*
He is clothed in dazzling splendor.
. cannot imagine.the power of the Almighty;
outeven though he is iust and righteousl
1e ooes not destroy us.
rvonder people everyvhere fear him.
{ll who are \,ÿise show him reverence.,.

' . LoRD Challenges fob
I j? I hen rhe LoRD answered ,ob from rhe whirlwind:
- - :,'Who is this that questions my wisdom

rvith such ignorant words?
::ace yourself like a man,

because i have some questions for you,
and you must answer them.

r'here were you when I laid the foundations
of the earth?

Tell me, if you know so much.
.'ho determined its dimensions

:nd srrelched out the surveying line?
tat supports its foundationj,
and who laid its cornerstone
lhe moming stars sang together
rnd all the angels" shouted for ioi.

,!ho kept the sea inside its boundailes
as it burst from the womb,

- i as I clothed it with clouds
and Mapped it in thick darkness?
: i locked it behind barred gates,
tmtttng tts shores.

)Otspeakwithtutbeingsuqllouedilp? 37:22 : -:- :.:,.:_:: : _ -

3 5 i 1 3 - 1 4 These verses can also be I anslâted as follows."Indeed, God doesn't listen to their empta plea; ,, the AlmightlJ is not con emed . / *How much lessaillhelistmuhenaousaaaoud.on'lseehim./and_thataou.tcav_isbefore_hindndllou'reuoitingfotj6tice.35:15ÀsinGreekandLatinyersions;
themeaninsofthisHeb.ewwordisun.ertain._ 3-6:.12ôttheawilcràsthgnrerlotdearrù 1€r1à'GÀiitaoiii"t'gT;'àigiiinoayouto*orarra.
l6.tl9.otcouldallaoutûes1orhelp.3É:16-20rhemeàni;goftheHebrewinthispàssageisunce.tiin. idiiljiü1|iiÀ.36.33otewnthe
catile knou üht a stam iç .omirg. The meaning ôf the llebre; js uncerta jn. '



:i ôf their suffering, he rescues those

:-6 their attention through adversiÿ.

!r.g vou away from danger, lob,
: iee from distress.
:ng \,our table with the best food.
cbsessed with whether the godless will
lged.
,:ry iudgment and )ustice will be upheld
'Jt or you maybe seduced bywealth.*
!,r.1rseif be bdbed into sin.
'ii wealth*
.r mighty efforts
: rom distress?
: ior' 'üre cover of night,
.s \ihen people will be destroyed.+
I Tum back from eüI,
>.nt this suffering
;..l: irom a life of eüI.

'is job of God's Power
:, : -powerfUl.

, :.:rrer like him?
.: . iim what to do,
.- Youhavedonewrong.'

: r . ris mighty works,
, :g' of praise.
:: r::n these things,
.:.. .:om a distance.

. !rÈater than we can understand.
: -::r,ot be counted.
: :: \\ atel vapor
' ::::tlls itintorain.
r -r> iJ\m from the clouds,
-.:r: lenefits.
r.:.:stand the spreading of the clouds
-i 

-rûer that rolls forth from heaven?
, :::-:ads the ltghtning around him
. .: ..à:ris up the depths of the sea.

..:.:" acts he nourishes* the peopie,
'=: ;ood in abundance.
:.::,d: *'ith lightning bolts
. .:.n 3t its target.
:: .irounces his presence;
-- ,:ncunces his indignant anger,*

.:::r pounds as I think of this.
::e:lles within me.
:'i.., ., :re thunder ofGod'svoice
r:::- ::. nOUth.
:!! -::a.l\ens,
,.: .: : ; ilashes in every direction.

:s --:. :-raiing of the thunder-
'."::: 

-rs voice of his maiesty.
-.:: :.strain it when he speaks.
, , . .:rous in the thunder.

. - ragrnethegreatness of hi! Ê---r
, :-. .rcu,to fall onthe earth
, : . ::in to pour down.

. -. ].lps working
-,: ...:ich his power.

: : .... \lm]ghtAisnotconaemed /'nqo, -..- È
:- - r.::i! 35:l5AsinGreekandLatin\es,E
: " E !ti din'tletuouf anSefleadlJoilta t::t-\
-::-:- J6:31 Orhe Eourm. 36:330::,-r:

,Mld animals take cover
rd stay inside their dens.
stormy \,ÿind comes from its chamber,
rd the driüng winds bring the cold.
s breath sends the ice,

:eezing wide expanses of water.
,rads the clouds with moisture,
rd they flash with his lightning.
.rlouds chum about at his direction.
rey do whatever he commands throughout

the earth.
'iakes these things happen either to punish people
' to show his unfailing love.

rttention to this, Job.
.:p and consider the wonderful miracles of God!

-ru know how God controls the storm
.C causes the lightning to flash from his clouds?
ru understand how he moves the clouds
lh wonderful perfection and skill?
i you are swehering in your clothes
d the south wind dies dou,n and everything
is still,

.lLies the skies reflect the heat like a bronze mirror
1 you do that?

,rach the rest of us what to say to God.
: are too ignorant to make our own arguments.
,l God be notified that I want to speak?
r people even speak when they are confused?+
rrnot look at the sun,
it shines brightly in the sky
en the wind clears away the clouds.
-r golden splendor comes from the mountain
:f God.+

s clothed in dazzling splendor.
,nnot imagine the power of the Almighÿ;
even though he is just and righteous,

:oes not destroy us.
rder people everywhere fear him.
.r'ho are wise show him reverence."

ro Challenges lob
ren the LoRn answered Job from the whirlwind:

Who is this that questions my wisdom
- such ignorant words?
. curself like a man,
juse I have some questions for you,

,, ou must answer them.

? were you when I laid the foundations
: the earth?
ne, if you know so much.

r :termined its dimensions
rtretched out the surveying line?
jpports its foundations,
.çho laid its cornerstone
-o.ning stars sang together
.li the angels+ shouted for io)f
.pt the sea inside its boundaries
rurst from the womb,

lothed it with clouds
r'ipped it in thick darkness?

,.ed it behind barred gates,

,g its shores.

poge321...lOB 38

1r I said, 'This far and no farther will you come.
Here your proud waves must stop!'

1? "Have you ever commanded the moming to appear
and caused the dawn to rise in the east?

r 3 Have you made daylight spread to the ends of the earth,
to bring an end to the night's wickedness?

r4 As the light approaches,
the earth takes shape like clay pressed beneath a seal;

it is robed in brilliant colors.*
15 The light disturbs the wicked

and stops the arm that is raised in üolence.

16 "Have you explored the springs from which the
seas come?

Have you explored their depths?
r7 Do you know where the gates of death are located?

Have you seen the gates of utter gloom?
18 Do you realize the extent of the earth?

Tell me about it if you knowl

re "where does light come from,
and where does darkness go?

20 Can you take each to its home?
Do you knou'how to get there?

2r But of course You kno\\,all thisl
For \,ou u'ere born belore rt was all created,

and 1'ou are so Ien exteriencedl

22 "Have you üsited the storehcuses of the snow
or seen the storehouses of hall?

23 (I have reserved them as weapons for the time
of trouble,

for the day of battle and war.)
24 Where is the path to the source of light?

Where is the home of the east wind?

25 "Who created a channel for the torrents of rain?
Who laid out the path for the lightning?

26 Who makes the rain fall on barren land,
in a desert where no one lives?

2z Who sends rain to satisfy the parched ground
and make the tender grass spring up?

28 "Does the rain have a father?
Who gives birth to the devÿ?

2e Who is the mother of the ice?
Who gives birth to the frost from the heavens?

30 Fôr the water tums to ice as hard as rock,
and the surface of the water freezes.

3r "Can you direct the movement of the stars-
binding the cluster of the Pleiades
or loosening the cords of Orion?

32 Can you direct the sequence of the seasons
or guide the Bear with her cubs across the heavens?

33 Do you know the la\ÿs of the universe?
Can you use them to regulate the earth?

34 "Can you shout to the clouds
and make it rain?

15 Can you make lightning appear
and cause it to strike as you direct?

36 Who gives intuition to the heart
and instinct to the mind?

;7 Who is wise enough to count all the clouds?
Who can tilt the water iars of heaven

:8 when the parched ground is dry
and the soil has hardened into clods?

':rtithoutbeiflEwalloùedup? 37'.22Otlromthenarth;orfromtheabode lStTHe\ewthesorcofGod.3Stl4Otitsfeaturessiaid
' r rabe.
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2 Do you know hol,ÿ many months they carry
theiryounÿ

Are you aware of the time of their deliveÿ
I They crouch down to give birth to their young

and deliver their offspring.
4 Their young $ow up in the open fields,

then leave home and never return.

s "Who gives the \ryild donkey its freedom?
Who unüed its ropes?

r I have placed it in the \,ÿildemess;
its home is the wasteland.

7 It hates the noise of the city
and has no driver to shout at it.

8 The mountains are its pastureland,
where it searches for every blade of grass.

IOB 39...pase322

re "Canyou stalk prey for a lioness
and satisfy the young Iions' appetites

ao as they lie in their dens
or crouch in the thicket?

4r Who proüdes food for the ravens
when their young cry out to God
and wander about in hunger?

The LoRD's Challenge Continues

39
r "Do you know when the wild goats give birth?

Have you watched as deer are born in
the wild?

It quivers at the captain's commands and the noise
of battle.

26 "ls it vour $'isdom that makes the hawk soar
and spread its vr'ings toward the south?

27 Is it at your command that the eagle rises
to the heights to make it6 nest?

:e It lives on the cliffs,
making its home on a distant, rocky crag.

2e From there it hunts its prey,
keeping watch wlth piercing eyes.

30 Its young gulp down blood.
Where there's a carcass, there you'll find it."

40 Then the LoRD said to Job,

2 "Do you still want to argue with the Almighty?
You are God's critic, but do you have the answers?"

fob Responds to the LoRD
:Then fob replied to the LoRD,

4 "I am nothing-how could I ever find the answers?
I will cover my mouth with my hand.

s I have said too much already.
I have nothing more to say."

The LoRD Challenges lob Again
eThen tlte Lono answered ]ob from the whirlwind:

n0t concemed \ir'hen the swelling Iordan rushesaround it.
one can catch it off guard
. put a ring in ils nose and Iead il away.

-_ 
]RD s Challenge Continues

: I Lan you catch Leviathan" \4dth a hook, ..- 9, prt i.noose around its iavÿ?vou tle tt \4rith a rope through the noseri pterce rts iaw w.ith a spike,
.. lt oeg you for mercv
: implore you for pity?
. tt agree to work for you,
r oe your slave for life?

- 
r ou make it a pet like a bird,
-€lv_e ll to your liflle girls to piay with?
merchants try to buy it
sell it in their shops?
irs hide be hurt by spears

- its head by a harpoôn?
u lay a hand on it,
ru \ÿill certainly remember the baftle that follou

: Ju lÿon,t try that againl

_ 
: ts useless to try to caprure it,
- e nunter who attempts il uiill be knocked down.- . nce no one dares to disturb it,'to then can stand up to me?
nasgven me anlthing lhat I need to pay back?

. er)'thrng under heaven is mine.
,nt.to emphasize Leyiathan,s limbs':]]-r 

:ngrlgyr lrren$h and Sracefut f orm.
ran smp ott its hide.

- dwho can peneûate ils double layer of armor?,
couro pry open its jaws?

rr rts teeth are terrible!
. ,ales are like rows of shields
jhtly sealed together.

.areso.closetogether
- lr no arr can get between them.

scàte sticks tight to the next.
- ev lnlerlock and cannot be penerrated.

:n it sneezes, it flashes lisht!
eÿes are like the red of d"awn. ringleaps from its mouth;

-mes offire flash out.
ie streams from its nostrils
. (.steam from a pot heated over burningrushes.
-Éath would kindle coals.
- llames shoot from its mouth
'-emendous 

sfrength in Leyiathan.s neck
riies terror wherever it goes

-.h is hard and firm
i cannot be penetrated.

.lrt is hard as rock,
,:d as a millstone.

it rises, the mighty are afraid.
rped by terror.

., ord can stop it,
spear, dart, or iavelin.
nolhing bul straw to that creature,l bronze is like roften wood.
4]t.-8-àrc-numbered 4O:25.32 in Hebrewle\t 41:lb In" -.. ronqer tn an(ient lilerafure 4l:9 Ver\e, 4 l:9 J I dre nJ_ r. -,'z' t deotpwûkeirah.rheuluporrveighroirl-;i-'l.i' l" j

e "Willthewildoxconsenttobeingtamed? 7 "Braceyourselflikeaman,
Will it spend the night inyour stall? because I have some questions for you,

r0 Can you hitch a wild ox to a ploW? and you must answer them"
Willitplowafieldforyou? Â -\riir.,^,,ri.-r^ii, '.,,i,,-ri^^ri Givenitsstrength,canyoutnrstit? 8 "willyoudiscreditmyjustice

,, "-:::J::,1*:r:{** H*-': do vour work? , o,:i3,':l3'iliT,' 
iust2to prove vou are risht?

,, Lan you rely on lr ro DnnS nome your graln
ariddelirlerittoyourtËresrrinlnoJrz,,^u:Ënli,,ltiii:lüffi:if:i\:iffi

t I "The ostrich flaps her wings grandly, your honor and majesty.
but they are no match for the feathers of the stork. 1 r Give vent to your anger.

14 She lays her eggs on top of the earth, Let it overflow against the proud.
letting them be warmed in the dust. r, Humiliate the proud with a glance;

rs She doesn't worry that a foot might crush them walk on the wicked where they stand.
or a \4/ild animal might destroy them. 13 Bury them in the dust.

r0 She is harsh toward her young, Imprison them in the world of the dead.
as if they were not her own. r4 Then even I would praise you,
She doesn't care if they die. for your own strength would save you.

17 ForGodhasdeprivedherof ïsdom rs,.TakealookatBehemoth,*
He has given her no understanding.

nlcn 1 made. tusl as I maoe vou.,o rJurwnenever sne )umps up Io run,
she passes the swiftest Ëorse with its rider. ,. ,.jl,t'lifl3rrrÏLt ll 

*
rs "Have you given the horse its strength and the muscles of its belly.

or clothed its neck with a flowing mane? 1 7 its tail is as strong as a cedar.
20 Did y'ou gtve it the abiliÿ to leap like a locust? The sinews of its thighs are knit tightly I

Its maiestic snorting is tenifying! together.
2lltpawstheearthandrejoicesinitsstrength r8 Itsbonesaretubesofbronze. il

when it charges out to battle. its limbs are bars of iron.
22 ltlaughsatfearandisunafraid. re ItisaprimeexampleofGod'shandiwork, *

It does not run from the sword. and only its Creator can threaten it.
23 Thearrowsrattleagainstit, 20 Themountainsofferittheirbestfood, r

and the spear and javelin flash. where all the \iiild animals play.
24 Itpawsthegroundfiercely 21 Itliesunderthelotusplants,* û

and rushes forward into battlewhen the ram's hidden bythe reeds in the marsh.
homblows. 22 Thelotusplantsgiveitshade il

25 Itsnortsatthesoundof thehom. amongthewillowsbesidethesream.
It senses the battle in the distance. 23 It is not disturbed by the raging river, {

40:l5TheidentificationofBehemolhisdisputed,rangingirômanearthlycreaturetoamlthicalseamonsterinancientliterature.40:2lOrbtamble l.,6hPi; also in 40:.2.2. ù



It quivers at the captain's commands and the noise
of battle.

is r: \,our wisdom that makes the hawk soar
and spreâd its wings toward the south?

-s ii at your command that the eagle rises
io the heights to make its nest?

.LiYes on the cliffs,
naking its home on a distant, rocky crag.

::;m there it hunts its prey,
keeping v/atch \^/ith piercing eyes.

-- r oung gulp down blood.
\\rhere there's a carcass, there you,ll find it.,,

,'0 Then the LoRD said to Job,

2 "Do you still want to argue with the Almightr-r
'ou are God's critic, but do you have the answers,

tResponds to the LoRD .:
El Job replied to the LopD, ï

lam r_rothingihsw could I ever find th. rn *."d
I will cover my mouth with my hand

lhave said too much alreadv.lh;;.;Ë;;;;;Ë;y." i
aLono Challenges lob Again '1

sr the Lono answâea loU fi-omïne wnirtuin& I
kæe yourself like a man, I

because I have some questions for you, .l
and you must answer them^ i

Will you discredit myiustice {
. and condemnmeiusttoproveyou arerighp I
Eeyou as strongas God? I

Can you thunderwith a voice like his? I
\t dght, put on your glory and splendoi, {

)oul honor and maiesty. Ifteventtoyouranger. {Ietitoverflowagainsttheproud. {
bniliate the proud with a glance; {

ralk on the wicked where thev stand. I
Irÿtheminthedust. I

knprisonthemintheworldofthedead_ I
H,î"î:H'l*.B,lËî',llîio,uu.rou. I
f*e a look at Behemoth," t

wtrich I made, iust as I made you. I
*oni§,ff"3#f,i"* 'l
rd the muscles of its belly. I
'*'tr*:Ïff',i,ËXï;.*no*n,, I
:§ffiffiuïx' I
Èapime oampie of God s handiworlÇ I
ad onï im Creator can threaten it. I

h mounEins offer it their best food, I
ffi#]*:iif,îilTtlT', I
ffiiriliïi:iiinrhemarsh I
rnong üe willows beside the stream. t

H"Yi:iï :LïiiL:#ï';,,, * J

page323. .)OB 42
. aff;:!i:o 

*n* ,he swelil ng Jordan rushes 28 Arrows cannor make it flee.
,ancalchiloffguard Slonessholfromaslingarelikebit>o{grass.

:utaringrnitinoiil'riareaoitaway. ""Tjo.,r,:j,[ïX:,1,i::Hîïirrr;, -

?;iï::i:fli.ï,"#lïTî^ï,n. n""u ' "r,?il#,',ïil'.'#I},'r':]:îâïffir,xï?fiî.,,a
or prJt? noose around its iavÿ? Ji "Levlathan makeslhe water boil \4/ith its commotion.,lleitwitharcpethroughthenose 

., _. ItstirsthedeptnstikeapotofointmeÀi.
- o'ce rts iaw with a spike? " I he water glistens in its wake,

beg you for mercy making the sea look white.

-"nplore 
you forpity? 33 Nothing on eârth is its equal,

agree to work for you, no other creature so fèarless.:eyourslaveforlife? 14 Ofallthecreatures,itistheproudest.
: make it a pet like a bird, It is the king of beasts.',- re lt t0 y0ur Iittle girls to plavwlth?
, rchants try to buy it ,ob Responds to the LoRD
ll iI in their shops? â) Thenlob replied ro the LoRD:
ntoe De hurt by spears rÉ , ,,1 knowlhal you can do an!,lhing.s head by a harpoon? and no one can stop you.- tay a hand on it, 3 you asked,.,\^/ho is this that questions my u/isdom with. trill certainly remember the battle that foljows. 

- - -iràt, 
,g.no,rn..z,

iliii:,Y,i$?g1TJ*..n. Iti;;:;;i'i;';rkinsabourthinssrknewnothing
--nunter who attempts it will be knocked down. tnirli iu, too *onderful for me.'.e no one dares to disturb ir. r you saià, ,Listen .il I *iü;ki''ihen can stand up to me? I have some questions for you,.:s gwen me anrhing that I need to pay back? inà y-ou must answe. ûrem.,'lnrngunderheavenismine. s tnadoilyhearouuàriyorîàfor.,
. io emphasize Leüathan's limbs _ . but now I hâve seen ÿou with my own eves.'\enormousstrengfhandgracefutfom 6 Itakebackever,,lhinglsaid, / - " -'!
: strip off its hide - 

and I siî in dust and ashes to show my repenlan(e.,,.iho can penetrate its double laver ot armor2*
lld pry open its iaws? Lonclusion: The LORD Blesses lob

:s teeth are terriÉle! TAfter the LoRD hao rinlsnea speit<ing to Job, he said to Eli-, :s arelikerowsof shields phaz the Temanire: "t ,,n un!,"y iüÏnîâïr.o your h{.0'.\ sealed together. friends,-for you hau. not rpot.i J..rir,jiiuiu, n-,., u, ,nu
)o close together servant Job has 8So take )even bu, t, anàle, en-Ia*, ,;â ;;,o air can gel between them. t0 my servant Iobrnd offer a ur.t oir.nïgiài yourseiÿes.

:le.sticks tight to tnenexr-' My servant Iob \^rll pray for you, anci t wrll a?iàpt his prayer
rterlock and cannot be fenetri on v.ur behalf._l *,ll not ûeat yo, ut yorïàrË.e, tor you

'sneezes, ir frashes ri,h, 
rteo 

i:î.t*ff:,ri:lm;:/,,^,."nii:** 1"":\ are rike rhe red of d-awn. phar rhe NaJmathite aia as ine Loro .î..]i.àl'o ,n"r, r.o: g reaps from irs mouth; it ._ r_o* r.iàpt.a lout pirvài. 
".." -v,, u, ro,,uE(

.s of fire flash out. roWhen fotprayed_for his irienas, the Lono restored his'ireamsfromitsnos*ils fortunes. in fact,.trre.Loro gave niîrr'ü'."."Àïr.n ur n._.:eamfromaporheatedoverbuminC 
lg.el 

ilThen ilm u.otr.,.iiiiriËir, ï"ï ij.mer f.iena,
: :rwourdkindrecoârs, ;ii:li'.:i',:.,î.ï,*,lilliili?î,în:i*l;l'r,",:ijnesshoolfromilsmouth. hadbrougnragrinsrhim 

^na.i.Àoi'inàrîrîugnrnima*endous 
strenglh in leüathan's gift of moner' ard a goJd rrng.

.tenorwhereveritgoes. neck t2SotheLonouleiseolou'inthesecondhalf 
oihislife

. hard and firm even more thdn ln the. beginning. fo, no* t e irad I 4,000,lnotbepenerrated. sheep, 6,000 camels 1,00ï t.ufitoi 
"*î",'rii'r,ooo r.

rnaraaiiotï,_. 
*. maledonkeys.r3He.alsogavelobs.r.nrnoi.ünirnatn...

. a mitlsrone. 
. more daughrers. rrHe nàmed ni, riirt ààueliàiJemimah,

;i 
tr,e mienv are ar,aia, ,i: i,'.ïil ffi'.t ilîJ:: ,T,îfl L,ti:*Ëil.*, til:ii

=.]âr'rt,Lï*r* â}1trr 
rather put them i"t"îi' üiruffi'*i,n,n.i,

r,inguuis';i;iothatcreature, t6loblived l40years,afterthat,iiüngtoseefourgenera.
.rnze js like roften wood. tions of hrs chitdren and.grandciritdrerl iliÀànii oi.a, 

"n8 a,e numbered 4o:2s.J2 in Hebrew r. 
old man who had lived a làng, full liie.

....e.nancrenllilerature.4l:9ver5e\,'),,,1t,lolherdenlil(ationolleuaüarisdisputed.rangrngfroma."erl,.re"rro-*at,çrrar.iÈeîar*",*l'cliii,i"l.l;#11'"l"ti::fl';,HoinHebrewtexr ir:r3{'ïà",;;i \":.: r;,::;,',"...



Author According to Jewish tradition, David wrote seventy-three Psalms; Asaph wrote twelve; the sons

of Korah wrote nine; Solomon wrote two; Heman (with the sons of Korah), Ethan, and Moses

each wrote onei and fifty-one psalms are anonymous. The New Testament ascribes two of the
anonymous psalms (Psalms 2 and 95) to David (see Acts 4:25; Hebrews 4:7).

Date Written Between the time of Moses (about 1 440 B.c.) and the Babylonian captivity (586 B.c.)

Content Throughout our life, we all experience a wide range of emotions, such as joy, anger,
peacefulness, frustration, despair, happiness, and anxiety. These feelings don't typically obey
carefully scripted creeds. Music and poetry often seem to be the only way to express them fulh
The book of Psalms speaks to this part of human experience through the poetic words of peopr
who offered their feelings to Cod. Are you angry about something? The book of Psalms include
several prayers that express this same emotion (see Psalm 35). Are you afraid? Sc was DaviC

when he wrote Psalm 2. Are you frustrated by injustice? Psalm 79 laments this same situation.
Likewise, Psalm 19 and Psalm 104 celebrate the incredible power of Cod as it is revealed in his

creation. This collection of hymns and prayers seems to touch every corner of the human soul.
As with the psalm writers themselves, these honest expressions of feeling will draw you closer

to the Cod who made you.

BoorOre(Psalms 1-41) 8 Onl), ask, and i will give you the nations as your
inheritance,

the whole earth as your possession.
p You will break* them with an iron rod

and smash them like clay pots."'

ro Now then, you kings, act wisely!
Be wamed, you rulers of the earthl

r r Serve the LoRD with reverent fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

i2 Submrt to God's royal son,* or he will become angry,
and you will be destroyed in the midst of all your

actiüties-
for his anger flares up in an instant.

But what ioy for all who take refuge in him!

3 A psalm of Dauid, regarding the time D auid fled froa
his son Absalom.

,:iiilliïi,iilJ;:"'"' I
,-,;;:lil§:;i:i:ii.**-., *'?l

, , .#i:li[',f;:".";$e 
one who holds mv head hil

and he ânswered me from his holy mountain, -l
5 l rayoo\manosrepr, I

I3l'rll"[ïilii1",?tingoverme I
"'iil":ii3l*ii,i:T:il,:ï''* I

t I Oh. the iovs oI those who do not
f follo* ih. udüce of the wcked,

or stand around with sinners,
or ioin in with mockers.

2 But theydelight in the law of the LoRD,

meditating on it day and night.
3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank,

bearing fruit each season.

Their leaves never wither,
and they prosper in all they do.

4 But not the wickedl
They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.

5 Theywill be condemned at the time of judgment.
Sinners will have no place among the godly.

6 For the LoRD \,ÿatches over the path of the godly,
but the path of the wicked leads to destnjction.

Psuxts

: ,r^th-e_choir d.irector: A p5atm of Dauid, to be(ompanied bA stinged instruments.
- swer me when I call to vou.r Cod-rrho declares mé innocent.
,e me trom my troubles.
rave mercy on me and hear my prayer.

]]31qy]il vou people ruin my repurarron?
. 
'ow tong I4,rll you make groundleis accusationsro11t:lq wili 

loy Sonlin"ue your ties? iri,, can be sure of this:
. he LoR_D sel aparl the godly for himself.'Ie LoRD Wlll ans\ryer when I cali lo him.

ll ÿn by lefling anger conrrol you.
ntnk aboul it overnight and remain silent.

-r sacrifices in the right spiril, Intel

rr0 rust the LORD.

ilp!î?i;. ry,"lto wiil show us bener rimes?,,rer your tace smile on us LoRD
, have given me greater iov
ran those who have abunâant harvests ol grain anewwine.
race I rvill lie down and sleen.
rr vou alone. O [oRo, wrll keàp me sate.

" th^e-cho.ir d.irect\r: A psatm oI Dauid, to beompanled blt the flute.
:,iro, hear me as I pray;
r! attention to my groaning.
r 

Jomy 
cry for hetp, my Ki-ng and my God,.rt praytonoonebutvou. "

n,to my voice in the mbming, Lono.

:.r_T:lilqt bring my requesrs ro you and
walr expectantiy.

, 
:1,I^1111u.. l" r,easure in wickedness;
r ( annot tolerate lhe sins of the \.vicked.

er ore, rne proud may not stand in your
presence,

,,r you hate all who do eÿil.
.\ill destroy those who tell lies.
- e LoRn detesls murderers and deceivers.

"iï,:lI:T: 
iyriring tove, r can enter your house;

j:y:i:Tlilryrr.rempre \^/irh deepârr ur..---,_ Ine ln rne nghtpath, O LoRD.
my enemies \4/ill conquer me.
vour way plain for me to folio!ÿ.

remies cannot speak a truthful word.
?troeepest desire is to destroy others.
alk-ts I oul, Iike-the slench frôm an open grave..tr rongues are filled vr'ith flattery.*

J, deciare them guilty.

,th^em-be 
calght in their own traps.

le^mjTy b€cause ot lheir many sins,
rney nave rebelled against vou.
nll \4ho tdke reluge in ;ou rejoice;

:nem srng joyful praises forever.
J your protection over them.
r ali who,love your name may be filied wrth joy.
J bless the godly, O LoRu

r surround them with your shield of love.
, rljon t eads uith lie s. Compare Rom l: I 3. 6iTIîLE Hebrew uirll

2 1 Why are the nations s0 ang4,
why do they waste their time with futle plans?

2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle;
the rulers plot together

against the LoRD

and against hrs anointed one.
3 "Let us break their chains," they cry,

"and free ourselves from slavery to God."

4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs.
The Lord scoffs at them.

s Then in angerhe rebukes them,
terrifying them \.vith his fierce fury.

6 For the Lord declares, "I have placed my chosen king on
the throne

in ]erusalem,+ on my holy mountain."

z The king proclaims the LoRD's decree:
"The LoRD said to me,'You are my son.*

Today I have become vour Father.*

7 Arise, O LoRD!
Rescue me, my God!

SIap all my enemies in the facel
Shatter the teeth of the u,icked!

8 Victory comes from you, O LoRD.

May you bless your people. tntenl
2'ÉHebtewonZion.2:TaOrSor,alsoin2rl2.2tTbOtTodaAlreÿealAou6mAsofl- 2:9Greekversjonreadsruie.CompareRev2:27.2:12Tx
meaningoftheHebrewisuncertain.3:2Hebrewsel4h.ThemeaningofthisworCisunceroin,thoughitisprobablyamusicalorliteraryterm.Itisredta
Inteilrdl throughout the Psalms. ll
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te seventy-three Psalms; Asaph wrote twelve; the {
i Heman (with the sons of Korah), Ethan, and Mol
anonymous. The New Testamenl ascribés two ofl
fËîii:ï,*ï',r,,îi,l,TIo.,',üi"1t'?rru,.r t
dJè 'ange of emâtions, rrih ,t joy, ung.r,' I

i;,,i:f ,ffi'lt Ii ï: ii:lifl:ÿ i: : iltJï Tn ""t
l : ffi m:ru;"i,i,""ï?iil:hî:,;:;ff :I,il
otjoi (see Psalm 35). ArÉyou afraid? So was Davil
d by irjustice? Psalm 79 lârn"ns thi. same situatiil
rte ihe incredible power ot Cod as it is revealed inl
iî n:ïi- r",::ii:l,"§ i": iü ï fi i["#fi 'il

" *rî;[.1i,Xlgt]lgive you the nations asyour 
il

,,"r;ii?:ïxiLi,#iH'i,:iiîî il
'"'ililîî.iiîiiï*'ü'.,iü: I
" "î":oï:i.i*HÏ.";ffii!**' I
" " : ft ï,T1,'r'.T:["ü;"ri;t'.Tlll ff i:ff q

"tÏi;T:ii"i, di:,Tf,i,ï3Ïjll'ijl"*.,, n,*, il

,ffi{iffi*"*''3

:e choir director: Apsalm ofDauid, tobe
'., anie d bU stringe d inslrume nts.

.r me when I call to you,
rd who declares me innocent.
.. f rom my troubles.
. merq/ on me and hear my prayer.

ng will you people ruin my reputation?
, long will you make groundless accusations?
. iong will you continue your lies? lnterlude
i be sure of this:

, LoRD set apart the godly for himself.
LoR will answer when I call to him

,ln by letting anger control you.
rk about it overnight and remain silent.

Interlude
,:crifices in the right spirit,
nust the LoRD.

:.eople say, "Who will show us better times?"
cur face smile on us, LoRD.

,.e given me greater joy
'. those who have abundant harvests of grain and
:wwine.
,e I will lie down and sleep,
. ou alone, O LoRD, will keep me safe.

: choir director: Apsalm ofDauid, tobe
ÿaniedbA theflute.

poqe325... PSnIH  7

6 For the choir director: A psalm of Dauid, to be
accomp anie d bg an eigltt-stringe d instnment.+

1 O LoRD, don't rebuke me in your anger
or discipline me in your rage.

2 Have compassion on me, Lono, for I âm vÿeak., Heal me, Lono. for my bones are in agony.
3 I am sick at heart.

How long, O Lom, until you restore me?

4 B.eturn, O LoRD, and rescue me.
Save me because of your unfailing Iove.

5 For the dead do not rememberyou.
Who can praise you from the grave?*

6 I amworn out from sobbing.
{ll nigl't I flooo mr bed rrith weeping,
drenching it with my tears.

7 My üsion is bluned by grief;
my eyes are worn out because of all my enemies.

a Go away, all you who do evil,
for the Lono has heard my weeping.

e The Lonohasheardmyplea;
the Lono wrll answer my prayer.

r0 May all my enemies be disgraced and terrified.
May they suddenly turn back in shame.

7 A psIlm of Dauid, whkh he sang to lhe L)RD
I concerning Cush of the tribe of Benjamin.

1 I come to you for protection, O LoRD my God.

. hearmeasrprayi 2",ii:*i:ifl&H'r,il"i*.."ii;1.ïlii..
ittention to mygroaning. tearingme to pieces with no one to rescue me..omycryforhelp,myKingandmyGod, r OLomrfiyGod,iflhavedonewrong
prayto no one butyou. or am guilty of injustice,

:r my voice in the moming, LoRD. if I have b;trayed a friend
'. morning I bring my requests to you and or plunàeréd my enemy without cause,aitexpectantly. s thenletmvenemiéscaptureme.

ou take no pleasure in wickedness; Let them Ûample me into the ground
:annot tolerate the sins of the wicked. and drag m\' honerr in the dust. Inte.rlude

-rre, the proud may not stand in your o Arise, o Lom in anger:esence, Stand up against the ,U:. ai irr a.erntesl
:u hate all who do eüI. Wake up, Àr,God, anC b:1g ,r151,;p
I destroy those who tell lies. z Gather the-nations before 1ou 

-

.oR detests murderers and deceivers. Ruie over them from or higr.
-: of your unfailing love, I can enter your house; 8 

^ 
The LoRD iudges the nations.

rvoiship at your îemple with deepâst awe. Declare me.righteous, o LoRn,

. rn the iighi path, O iom, ' for I am innocent, O Most Highl

. enemieiwiû conquer me. s End the eül of those who are \\icked,

:ur way plain for mè to follow. and defend the nghteol s

:ries cannot speak a rruthful word. 
*tJ:üÀ?:jr1i: uithtn the inind and heart'

..ieepesl desire is to destroy others.
, 'i 1s ioul, like the stench from an open srave. r0 God is my shleld

.:nguesare filled with naftery.* saüng tho:e uhose heans are true and ri8ht.

.r:claiethemguilty rr Godisanhonestludge
-em be caughîintheir own traps. He is angn'\\]th the \tlcked eyery day.

:irn away because of their many sins, r2 If a person does not repent,
- :r' have rebelled against you. God* wili sharpen his sword;

rvho take refuge in you rejoice; he will bend and sû ing his bow'

. r sing joy{ul pîaisei forever. 1: He will prepare his deadly weapons
'rr priieôtion over them, and shoot hts flaming arrows'

:.. tr'ho love your name may be filled with joy. r+ The wicked conceive eül;
: rssthegodly,Olom; theyarepregnantwithtrouble
..rround themwithyour shield of love. and give birth to lies.

::eadsüirhlies.CompareRom3:13.6:TITLEHebrewüifhsrnnsed.irctruments;accoûingtothesheminith 6:5Hebrew/ronsheoii


