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I STElCE W on e 2iar. Next they kKilled the rams and  the north, inviting everyone to come to Jerusalem to cele

SrCes S Slood on the altar. And finally, they did the  brate the Passover of the Lorb, the God of Israel. The peopk

5@ Wit the mzle lambs. 2The male goats for the sin of-  had not been celebrating it in great numbers as required

fering were then brought before the king and the assembly the Law. i

of people, who laid their hands on them. 24The priests then SAt the king’s command, runners were sent throughou

killed the goats as a sin offering and sprinkled their blood Israel and Judah. They carried letters that said:

on the altar to make atonement for the sins of all Israel. The ~ ,, ‘

king had specifically commanded that this burnt offering A?) pe;lople ;)Sf Israel,dr Ieturnl 10 thshut’inl ﬂ.llel G‘iﬁ of o
d sin offering should be made for all Israel. ranam, saac, and Istael,” so that he will return to §

ana ol , . : the few of us who have survived the conquest of the
#King Hezekiah then stationed the Levites at the Temple o Timge 7 :

p nbals. 1 h He obeved all th Assyrian kings. 7Do not be like your ancestors and
of the Loro with cymbals, yres, and harps. He obeyed all the relatives who abandoned the Lorp, the God of their
commands that the Lorp had given to King David through . i

King’ d th het Nathan. 25The Levit ancestors, and became an object of derision, asyou
Gad, the king’s seer, and the prophet Nathan. 26The Levites yourselves can see. 8Do not be stubborn, as they were,

then took their positions around the Temple with the in- bt stbmi ; R
. : ! i . ubmit yourselves to the Lorp. Come to his Templ|
struments of David, and the priests took their positions with which he has set apart as holy forever. Worship the

/5. Peace offerings were sacrificed and thy

s i e peopl
i‘}‘ks to thg Lorp, the God of their ancestors. o

- The entire assembly then decided to continue the

- another seven days, S0 they celebrated joyfully f

=The entire assembly of Judah rejoj i i
“‘—;ts the Levites, all who came from }thec ‘lagnélz)cfl}]gg;
~='gners who came to the festival, and all those who
" idah. %There was great joy in the city, for Jerusalen
T seena celebljation like this one since the days of

-1, King David’s son, #Then the priests and Le
and blessed the people, and God heard their pr

the trumpets. 4 Lorp your God so that his fierce anger will turn awa his holy dwelling in heaven.
#’Then Hezekiah ordered that the burnt offering be ¢ ;Iou‘ ) y
placed on the altar. As the burnt offering was presented, #For if you retum to the Lorp, your relativesand  _~“<kiah’s Religious e

songs of praise to the Lorp were begun, accompanied by the r children will be treated mercifully by their capt
trumpets and other instruments of David, the former king )19 th}e‘; will be able to return to this land. For the Lo
of Israel. 28The entire assembly worshiped the Lorp as the your God is gracious and merciful. If you return to
singers sang and the trumpets blew, until all the burnt offer- he will not continue to turn his face from you.”
ings were finished. 22Then the king and everyone with him
bowed down in worship. 39King Hezekiah and the officials
ordered the Levites to praise the Lorp with the psalms writ- 4
ten by David and by Asaph the seer. So they offered joyous 4 Manasseh and as far as the territory of Zebulun.
ecand boweq down in worship. most of the people just laughed at the runners and made
31Then Hezekiah declared, “Now that you have conse- of them. 1"However, some people from Asher, Man:
crated yourselves to the Lorp, bring your sacrifices and and Zebulun humbled themselves and went to Jerusaler
thanksgiving offerings to the Temple of the Lorn.” Sothe 155t the same time, God’s hand was on the people
people brought their sacriflqesi and thanksgiving offer}ngs, land of Judah, giving them all one heart to obey the order
and all whose hearts were willing brought burnt offerings, pe king and his officials, who were following the wo
too. 32The people brought to the Lorp 70 bulls, 100 rams, the Lorp. 380 a huge crowd assembled at Jerusalem
and 200 male lambs for burnt offerings. 33They also midspring* to celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bre
brqught 600 cattle and 3,000 sheep and goats as sacred of- 14They set to work and removed the pagan altars from]Je
ferings. : salem. They took away all the incense altars and thre
34But there were too few priests to prepare all the burnt into the Kidron Valley,
offerings. So their relatives the Levites helped them until = ; sOn the fourteenth day of the second month, one
the work was finished and more priests had been purified, jater than usual,* the people slaughtered the Passover
for the Levites had been more conscientious about purify- hig shamed the priests and Levites, so they purified
ing themselves than the priests had been. 35There was an selves and brought burnt offerings to the Temple
abundance of burnt offerings, along with the usual liquid [orp 16Then they took their places at the Temple as.
offerings, and a great deal of fat from the many peace offer- scribed in the Law of Moses, the man of God. The
Ings. : brought the sacrificial blood to the priests, who the
So the Temple of the Lorp was restored to service. 36And Kkled it on the altar. ;
Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because of what God V7Since many of the people had not purified the
had done for the people, for everything had been accom-  the [evites had to slaughter their Passover lamb for
plished so quickly. : set them apart for the Lorp. '8Most of those who came f
Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun had not p
Preparations for Passover themselves. But King Hezekiah prayed for them, a
3 0 King Hezekiah now sent word to all Israel and Judah, were allowed to eat the Passover meal anyway, even th o
and he wrote letters of invitation to the people of this was contrary to the requirements of the Law. For H
Ephraim and Manasseh. He asked everyone to come to the kiah said, “May the Lorp, who is good, pardon those 1%
Temple of the Lorp at Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover decide to follow the Lorp, the God of their ancestors,
of the Lorp, the God of Israel. 2The king, his officials, and all though they are not properly cleansed for the cerem
the community of Jerusalem decided to celebrate Passovera 20And the Lorp listened to Hezekiah's prayer and heale
month later than usual.* 3They were unable to celebrate it at people.
the prescribed time because not enough priests could be ~ 21So the people of Israel who were present in Jerus
purified by then, and the people had not yet assembled at joyously celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Brez
Jerusalem. seven days. Each day the Levites and priests sang
“This plan for keeping the Passover seemed right to the Loro, accompanied by loud instruments.* 22Hez
King and all the people. 5So they sent a proclamation couraged all the Levites regarding the skill they dis
throughout all Israel, from Beersheba in the south to Dan in they served the Lorp. The celebration continued for g}

25 T
30:2 Hebrew in the second month. Passover was normally observed in the first month (of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar). 30:6 Israel is the n: " st (? n of Imna'h Fhe Lew,[e’ Who was the gaf€keeper
God gave to Jacob. 30:13 Hebrew in the second month. The second month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the month - ~=stGate, was put in charge of distributing the volyn-
and May.  30:15 Hebrew On the fourteenth day of the second month. Passover normally began on the fourteenth day of the first month (see Lev 2 71 the third month until the seventh th. The
month. The third month of th

e oy 3071 e Ontreur o ¢; the seventh month usually occurs within September and Oct, ber
lober.

3 When the festival ended, the Israelites who atten
. went to all the towns of Judah, Benjamin, Ephrz
.m ;\.tanasseh, and they smashed all the sacred pillars,
i glri ﬁgeraglpolis, and removed the Pagan shri
- altars. After this, the Israelit i
i 1tes returned to their o

Celebration of Passover
"0The runners went from town to town throughout Ep

RD

Vhen the people of Israel heard these requj
h uirement
esponded generously by bringing the fir%t share o
Talm, new wine, olive oi, honey, and all the produce o
elds. They brought a large quantity—a tithe of all they

“attle, sheep,and goatsand atithe of the thj

Gl ; things that
Zedicated to the Lorp their God, and they giled th}éanctl
Zreat heaps. 7They began piling them up in late spring,

e heaps continued to

"“nd Azariah tfle high priest, from the famj
A g amily of Zadok,
"~ Since the people began bringing their g};,ifts to t(1)1e
Tzemple, we have had enough to eat and plenty to
The Lorp has blessed his people, and all this is Jeft

~=zekiah ordered that storerooms be prepared in the

= of the Lorp. When this was done, 12the people
iy brought_all the tithes and gifts to the Temple
.;1 Fhe‘Lewte Was put in charge, assisted by his

himei. 13The Supervisors under them were Jehie]
Nahath, A;ahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismakiah' !
. anq Benaiah. These appointments were made by’
=zekiah and Azariah, the chief official in the Temple
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orth, inviting everyone to come to Jerusalem to

the Passover of the Lorb, the God of Israel. The: :
ot been celebrating it in great numbers as require
M‘ -
 the king’s command, runners were sent throug

and Judah. They carried letters that said:

people of Israel, return to the Loro, the God of
raham, Isaac, and Israel,* so that he will return to
-Tew of us who have survived the conquest of the.
Tian kings. 7Do not be like your ancestors and
ztives who abandoned the Lorp, the God of their
2stors, and became an object of derision, as you
rselves can see. 8Do not be stubborn, as thgy
submit yourselves to the Lorp. Come to his T d in the genealogical records, including their little ba-
<h he has set apart as holy forever. Worship bies, wives, sons, and daughters, For they had all been faith-
2 your God so that his fierce anger will turn aw fulin purifying themselves,
T you. It “r=kiah's Religious Reforms 19As for the priests, the descendants of Aaron, who were
“For if you return to the Lorp, your r; heir attended living in the open villages around the towns, men were ap-
. chﬂdrgn Will e treated merafylly dy}; elth i jamin, Ephraim, pointed by name to distribute portions to every male among
they will be able to return to this land. For o <nasseh, and they smashed all the sacred pillars, cut  the priests and to all the Levites listed in the genealogical
* God is gracious and merciful. If you Telur ey e Asherah poles, and removed the pagan shrines records,

i not continue to turn his face from you. 'S, After this, the Israelites returned to their o

wn 2In this way, King Hezekiah handled the distribution
throughout all Judah, doing what was pleasing and good in
kiah then organized the priests and Levites into di- the sight of the Lorb his God. 21In all that he did in the ser-
0 offer the burnt offeringsand peace offerings, and ice of the Temple of God and in his efforts to follow God’s
ip and give thanks and praise to the Lorb at the laws and commands, Hezekiah sought his God whole-
the Temple. 3The king also made a personal coritri. heartedly. As a result, he was very successful.
nimals for the daily morning and evening burnt
the weekly Sabbath festivals, the monthly new Assyria Invades Judah
tivals, and the annual festivals as prescribed in the 2 After Hezekiah had faithfully carried out this w ork,
is offici i Lok, “In addition, he required the people in Je- King Sennacherib of Assyria invadeq Judah. He laid
ga“ﬁ bt O}flﬁaals’ x,‘:;g :Isesfr;gﬂ%“g?gj . "0 bring a portion of their goods to the priests and siege to theg fortified towns, giwy;g orders for his army to
B o e i s Unleavenc B~ - they could devote themselves fully to the Law of 52 through their walls. 2When’ Hezekiah realized that
-2 ceke rg i oved the pagan altars fr Sennacherib also intended to attack Jerusalem, 3he con-
= 0 wokr s arﬁrtr}lle incense altars and thre the people of Israel h sulted with his officials and military advisers, and they de-
f%eggg V;g:)); cided to stop the flow of the springs outside the City. 4They
the fourteenth day of the second month, one.
=n usual,* the people slaughtered the Passove
=med the priests and Levites, so they pu
nd brought burnt offerings to the Te
*Then they took their places at the Tem
in the Law of Moses, the man of God
t the sacrificial blood to the priests, who

© Peace offerings were sacrificed, and the
“ s to the Lorb, the God of their ancestors.
“he entire assembly then decided to continue the festi- Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecani-
other seven days, so they celebrated joyfully for an- ah, istri i
week. 24King Hezekiah gave the people 1,000 bulls in their towns by their divisions, dividing the gifts fairly
000 sheep and goats for offerings, and the officials among old and young alike. 16They distributed the gifts to
=d 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep and goats. Mean-  all males three years old or older, regardless of their place in
the genealogical records, The distribution went to a]1 who

ration of Passover 3
unners went from town to town throughout Eg h
anasseh and as far as the territory of Zeb i

£ the people just laughed at the runners and mad
m. ""However, some people from Asher, L
ulun humbled themselves and went to Jerusz
the same time, God’s hand was on the people |
Judah, giving them all one heart to obey the org

; : plenty of water?”
and goats and a tithe of the things that had

= : 5 SThen Hezekiah worked hard at repairing all the broken
ated o the Lorp their God, and they piled them o tions of the wall, erecting towers, and const
heaps. 7They began piling them up in late spring,

ructing a sec-
! ’ ond wall outside the first. He alsoreinforced the supporting
'“2ps continued to grow until early autumn.* terraces* in the City of David and manufactured large num-
i the altarf. " Ie had ot pri il zekiah and his officials came and saw these huge bers of weapons and shields, 6He appointed military offi-
B Ay O ! eﬁf (;-%heir Passover lamb for 7anked the Lorp and his beople Israel! cers over the people and assembled them before him in the
:es hadfg; 213:50 1:) 18Most of those who o Lzl('it all this come from?” Hezekiah asked the square at the city gate. Then H
1, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun had Yl

ezekiah encouraged them by
) ; ; . saying: 7Be strong and courageous! Don't be afraid or dis-
ariah the high priest, from the family of Zadok,

;  couraged because of the king of A: ia or his mighty army,
7'ce the people began bringing their gifts to the for thgre is a power far gregtger onsgg‘lside! 8He Ea)tly have);
‘ple, we have had enough to eat and PIenty 10 great army, but they are merely men. We have the Lorp our
- -ORD has blessed his people, and all this is left God to help us and to fight our battles for yg” Hezekiah's

. words greatly eéncouraged the people.
“ah ordered that storerooms be prepared in the
e Loro. When this was done, T2the people Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem
_ “ought all the tithes e Hifts 1o the Tgmlﬂ? While King Sennacherib of Assyria wa til besieging the
e people of Israel who were present & . 'eeiLfg"T‘%ee ?I?Seg\lfli;ol?s En?iregret'hae?zlisige Izhiells town of Lachish, he sent his officers to Jerusalem with this
he Festival of Unleavene 2 - DeL - jah, message for Hezekiah and all the people in the city:

celebrated the Fe: ¢ v <7ath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismakiah,
2ys. Each day the Levites and Pfi » " Benaiah. These appointments were made by 19“Thisiswhat King Sennacherib of Assyria says: What
companied by loud Instruments.* 22H= “-2hand Azariah, the chief official in theTemple  areyoy frusting in that makes you think you can survive
2 all the Levites regarding the skill - my siege of Jerusalem? 1"Hezekiah has said, ‘The Lorp
ed the Lorp. The celebration Coniaiey - of Imnah the Levite, who was the gatekeeper  our God will rescue us from the king of Assyria’ Surely
ﬁ; Hei:rceav]vE lxx:é\aarr Sféi‘ﬁ?fim r?%m - AT Zzte, was put in charge of distributing the volun- Hezekiah is misleading you, sentencing you to death by
B e fourteenth dayatihe st < S seventhmonh st enth mon September s e Tt il The g s tin he months

ves. But King Hezekiah prayed for them.
owed to eat the Passover meal anyway, e
contrary to the requirements of the La
1. "May the Lorb, who is good, pardon
o follow the Lorp, the God of their
they are not properly cleansed for ﬂE ..
& Loro listened to Hezekiah's prayer ans
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famine and thirst! '2Don't you realize that Hezekiah is
the very person who destroyed all the Lorp’s shrines
and altars? He commanded Judah and Jerusalem to
worship only at the altar at the Temple and to offer
sacrifices on it alone.

13“Surely you must realize what I and the other kings
of Assyria before me have done to all the people of the
earth! Were any of the gods of those nations able to
rescue their people from my power? 4Which of their
gods was able to rescue its people from the destructive
power of my predecessors? What makes you think your
God can rescue you from me? 'SDon't let Hezekiah
deceive you! Don't let him fool you like this! I say it
again—no god of any nation or kingdom has ever yet
been able to rescue his people from me or my ancestors.
How much less will your God rescue you from my
power!”

6And Sennacherib’s officers further mocked the LorDp
God and his servant Hezekiah, heaping insult upon insult.
17The king also sent letters scorning the Lorp, the God of Is-
rael. He wrote, “Just as the gods of all the other nations failed
torescue their people from my power, so the God of Hezeki-
ah will also fail.” '8The Assyrian officials who brought the
letters shouted this in Hebrew* to the people gathered on
the walls of the city, trying to terrify them so it would be eas-
ier to capture the city. 1*These officers talked about the God
of Jerusalem as though he were one of the pagan gods, made
by human hands.

20Then King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of
Amoz cried out in prayer to God in heaven. 21And the Lorp
sent an angel who destroyed the Assyrian army with all its
commanders and officers. So Sennacherib was forced tore-
turn home in disgrace to his own land. And when he entered
the temple of his god, some of his own sons killed him there
with a sword.

22That is how the Lorp rescued Hezekiah and the people
of Jerusalem from King Sennacherib of Assyria and from all
the others who threatened them. So there was peace
throughout the land. From then on King Hezekiah be-
came highly respected among all the surrounding nations,
and many gifts for the Lorb arrived at Jerusalem, with valu-
able presents for King Hezekiah, too.

Hezekiah's Sickness and Recovery
24About that time Hezekiah became deathly ill. He prayed to
the Lorp, who healed him and gave him a miraculous sign.
25But Hezekiah did not respond appropriately to the kind-
ness shown him, and he became proud. So the Lorp'’s anger
came against him and against Judah and Jerusalem. 26Then
Hezekiah humbled himself and repented of his pride, as did
the people of Jerusalem. So the Lorp’s anger did not fall on
them during Hezekiah's lifetime.

27Hezekiah was very wealthy and highly honored. He
built special treasury buildings for his silver, gold, precious
stones, and spices, and for his shields and other valuable
items. 28He also constructed many storehouses for his grain,
new wine, and olive oil; and he made many stalls for his cat-
tle and pens for his flocks of sheep and goats. 2°He built
many towns and acquired vast flocks and herds, for God had
given him great wealth. 3¢He blocked up the upper spring of
Gihon and brought the water down through a tunnel to the
west side of the City of David. And so he succeeded in every-
thing he did.

31However, when ambassadors arrived from Babylon to
ask about the remarkable events that had taken place in the

32:18 Hebrew in the dialect of Judah. ~ 33:6 Or also made his sons pass through the fire.

land, God withdrew from Hezekiah in order to test hima

"“The rest of the event P .
to see what was really in his heart. i s of Manasseh's reign, his

2. and the words the seers Spoke to him in the 1

Lorp, the God of Israel, are recorded in The Boo
s of Israel. 15_’Manasseh’s prayer, the account of
answered him, and an account of all his sins :
fulness are recorded in The Record of the Seers(

Summary of Hezekiah’s Reign ‘
32The rest of the events in Hezekiah'’s reign and his acts&
devotion are recorded in The Vision of the Prophet Isais
Son of Amoz, which is included in The Book of the Kings Zes a list i .

Judah and Israel. 3>When Hezekiah died, he was buried® . sot yp As%feigg ;l)%i;] (a)rrllzsj iV(th]er% he built pagan |
the upper area of the royal cemetery, and all Judah and Je I and repented. 20When Mg = efqre he humble
salem honored him at his death. And his son Manasseh B = nzlace. Then his son Amon?)asse}1 Ja i
came the next king. : ecame the next king

“m™on Rules in Judah
“7on was twenty-two years old when h

ﬁe flgMd 1’r1 Igrusa!em two years. ZZHi. gf((i:m
;H the Lom_:s sight, just as his father, Manasse
ks e worshiped and sacrificed to all the idols his
[7ade. 23But unlike his father, he did not humb)
=fore the Lorp. Instead, Amon sinned even mori

~-hien Amon'’s own officials conspired against hir
2But the people of the

‘nated him in his palace.
zll those who had conspired against King Amor

% Tade his son Josiah the nextking.

Manasseh Rules in Judah
3 3 Manasseh was twelve years old when he becas
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five ye
2He did what was evil in the Lorp's sight, following the
testable practices of the pagan nations that the Lorp
driven from the land ahead of the Israelites. 3He rebuilt
pagan shrines his father, Hezekiah, had broken down.
constructed altars for the images of Baal and set up Ashe
poles. He also bowed before all the powers of the hea)
and worshiped them.
4He built pagan altars in the Temple of the Lorp; the p
where the Lorp had said, “My name will remain in Jerusa
forever.” sHe built these altars for all the powers of theh
ens in both courtyards of the Lorp’s Temple. éManasseh
sacrificed his own sons in the fire* in the valley of
Hinnom. He practiced sorcery, divination, and witche
and he consulted with mediums and psychics. He did m
that was evil in the Lorb’s sight, arousing his anger.
’Manasseh even took a carved idol he had made and
up in God's Temple, the very place where God had told!
and his son Solomon: “My name will be honored fore
this Temple and in Jerusalem—the city I have chosen
among all the tribes of Israel. 8If the Israelites will be ¢
to obey my commands—all the laws, decrees, and R
tions given through Moses—I will not send them i
from this land that I set aside for your ancestors.” 9B
nasseh led the people of Judah and Jerusalem to d
more evil than the pagan nations that the Lorp ha
stroyed when the people of Israel entered the land.
10The Lorp spoke to Manasseh and his people, b
ignored all his warnings. ''So the Lorp sent the com
ers of the Assyrian armies, and they took Manasse
oner. They put aring through his nose, bound him in
chains, and led him away to Babylon. 12But while in de
tress, Manasseh sought the Lorp his God and siz
humbled himself before the God of his ancestors
when he prayed, the Lorb listened to him and was m
his request. So the Lorp brought Manasseh back
lem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh finally
that the Lorp alone is God! ]
14After this Manasseh rebuilt the outer wall of th
David, from west of the Gihon Spring in the Kidron'
the Fish Gate, and continuing around the hill of O
built the wall very high. And he stationed his
cers in all of the fortified towns of Judah. 1SM:
removed the foreign gods and the idol from th
Temple. He tore down all the altars he had builte
where the Temple stood and all the altars that
salem, and he dumped them outside the city. :
stored the altar of the Lorp and sacrificed peace
and thanksgiving offerings on it. He also enco®
people of Judah to worship the Lorp, the Gogé
7However, the people still sacrificed at the paga
though only to the Lorp their God.

524 Rules in Judah
Josiah was eigh
A S eight years old when he became
e atnd he relgpeq in Jerusalem thirty-one yea:s‘
‘ “"atwas pleasing in the.LORD'S sight and followe;
T David. He did not turn away f

"=e of his ancastor

the incense al
em be broken down. He also m;
poles, the carved idols, and the

00d above th
the Asherah

s on their own altars, and so he purified Judah

2 the same thing in the towns
of Manasseh, Eph;
:fn;on, e\ien as far as Naphtali, and in the reg1%n
. em. 7He destroyed the Pagan altars and tl
;ee?ﬁgzgshe 1(;rushid the idols into dust. He ¢
a € altars throughout th
= returned to Jerusalem, > S -

cighteenth year of his reign, after h ifi

, I : e had purifi
"‘,d thg Temple, Josiah appointed Shapharrl’ soni
“2aseiah the governor of Jerusalem, and Joah so

= The royal historian, to repaj
o T pair the Temple of th

X ve Hilkiah the high pri

=20 collected by the Levites \%/hg s::\trggzrsnggz
¢ Temple of God. The gifts were brought b
‘wanasseh, Ephraim, and from all the remnan
wellas from all Judah, Benjamin, and the Ppeople

-

“msted the my i
. ot tﬁgey to the men assigned to super-

I LOrD’s Temple, Then they pa;
#7110 did the repairs and renovation of theyT[:TlS
??d Carpenters and builders, who purchased
or the walls and timber for the rafters and

estored what earlier kin
s gs of Judah had al-

: i. 34:6Asin Syriac version. Heb i
- Zzegt at; Kgs 22:12; Hebrew readsAbzion sor: gffﬁm th;
3 As in parallel text at 2 Kgs22:14; Hebrew reads son of 1
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. God withdrew from Hezekiah in order to test hirz
ze what was really in his heart.

"z rest of the events of Manasseh’s reign, his prayer to 2The workers served faithfully under the leadership of
< the words the seers spoke to him in the name of Jahath and Obadiah, Levites of the Merarite clan, and Zecha-

*= the God of Israel, are recorded in The Book of the riah and Meshullam, Levites of the Kohathite clan. Other Le-
“[srael. "Manasseh’s prayer, the account of the way vites, all of whom were skilled musicians, 3were put in
ered him, and an account of all his sins and un- charge of the laborers of the various trades. Still others as-

“ess are recorded in The Record of the Seers.* It in- sisted as secretaries, officials, and gatekeepers.

= list of the locations where he built pagan shrines

= up Asherah poles and idols before he humbled him-
repented. 2When Manasseh died, he was buried in

ce

-2. Then his son Amon became the next king.

nmary of Hezekiah’s Reign ) i
e est of the events in Hezekiah's reign and
ytion are recorded in The Vision of the Prophet
of Amoz, which is included in The Book of the Kz
7 and Israel. 3When Hezekiah died, he was b
apper area of the royal cemetery, and all Judah
= honored him at his death. And his son Ma
e the next king.

Hilkiah Discovers God’s Law

"4While they were bringing out the money collected at the
Loro’s Temple, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law
of the Lorb that was written by Moses. 1sHilkiah said to Sha-
= Rules in Judah

,“I'have found the Book of the Law
in the Lorp’s Temple!” Then Hilkiah gave the scroll to Sha-

nasseh Rules in Judah
Manasseh was twelve years old when he be
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty—.ﬁ e}
did what was evil in the LorD's sight, following &
:ble practices of the pagan nations that the Le u
=11 from the land ahead of the Israelites. 3He reb
n shrines his father, Hezekiah, had broken dow
Tructed altars for the images of Baal and set up 4 :
s. He also bowed before all the powers of the he
worshiped them. ;
i built pagan altars in the Temple of the Lorp, &
e the Lorp had said, “My name will remain in Jer
«er.” SHe built these altars for all the powers of
n both courtyards of the Lorp’s Temple. 6Ma ¢
ficed his own sons in the fire* in the valley
om. He practiced sorcery, divination, and =
12 consulted with mediums and psychics. He di
was evil in the Lorn's sight, arousing his anger.
fanasseh even took a carved idol he had made :
‘God's Temple, the very place where God had toks
1is son Solomon: “My name will be honored for
remple and in Jerusalem—the city I have chos
1z all the tribes of Israel. 81f the Israelites will b
<y my commands—all the laws, decrees, ar i
given through Moses—I will not send them in
1his land that I set aside for your ancestors.” g
5 led the people of Judah and Jerusalem to
evil than the pagan nations that the Lorb !
=c when the people of Israel entered the land.—
he Lorp spoke to Manasseh and his people :
2 zll his warnings. 11So the Lorp sent the ce ’
 the Assyrian armies, and they took Ma.
They putaring through his nose, bound}u{n
s.and led him away to Babylon. 12But while in
Manasseh sought the Lorp his God and B
ied himself before the God of his ance or
he prayed, the Lorp listened to him and was :
guest. So the Lorp brought Manasseh back =

e Lorp's sight, just as his father, Manasseh, had '6Shaphan took the scroll to the king and reported, “Your
worshiped and sacrificed to all the idols his father o

fficials are doing everything they were assigned to do.
2. ZBut unlike his father, he did not humble him- 17The money that was collected at the Temple of the Lorp

re the Lorp. Instead, Amon sinned even more, has been turned over to the supervisors and workmen.”
Amon’s own officials conspired against him and '8Shaphan also told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given

d him in his palace. 25But the people of theland me a scroll.” So Shaphan read it to the king. | ‘

those who had conspired against King Amon, and *When the king heard what was written in the Law, he 1

=de his son Josiah the next king. tore his clothes in despair. 2Then he gave these orders to

! Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Acbor son of Micaiah,*

- Rules in judah

Shaphan the court secretary, and Asaiah the king’s personal
s: ‘osiah was eight years old when he became king, adviser: 21Go to the Temple and speak to the Lorp for me

=d he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. 2He and for all the remnant of Israel and Judah, Inquire about
<t was pleasing in the Lorp’s sight and followed the the words written in the scroll that has been found. For the
of his ancastor David. He did not turn away from Lorp's great anger has been poured out on us because our
natwas right. ancestors have not obeyed the word of the Lorp. We have
rng the eighth year of his reign, while he was still not been doing everything this scroll says we must do.”
: iah began to seek the God of his ancestor David. 80 Hilkiah and the other men went to the New Quarter*
e twelfth year he began to purify Judah and Jeru-  of Jerusalem to consult with the prophet Huldah, She was
-=stroying all the pagan shrines, the Asherah poles, th

e wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, son of Harhas* the
“arved idols and cast images. 4He ordered that the keeper of the Temple wardrobe.
© Baal be demolished

ill come true. 25For my people have aban-
ed sacrifices to pagan gods, and I am
L very angry with them for everything they have done. My an-
d the same thing in the towns of Manasseh, Ephra- ger will be poured out on this place, and it will not be
‘meon, even as far as Naphtali, and in the regions* quenched.’

4 them. 7He destroyed the pagan altars and the ~ 26“Byt 80 to the king of Judah who sent you to seek the
Doles, and he crushed the idols into dust. He cut Lorp and tell him: ‘This is what the Lorb, the God of Israel, -
the incense altars throughout the land of Israel. Says concerning the message you have just heard: 27Yoy E

< returned to Jerusalem. were sorry and humbled yourself before God when you 2
eighteenth year of his reign, after he had purified heard his words against this city and its people. You hum-
nd the Temple, Josiah appointed Shaphan son of

bled yourself and tore your clothing in despair and wept be-

Othe s {aaseiah the governor of Jerusalem, and Joah son fore me in repentance. And I have indeed heard you, says

nd to hlsl kmgdgm&'Then Manasseh finally the royal historian, to repair the Temple of the the Lor. %S0 I will not send the promised disaster until af-
22 Lorp alone is God!

3 pad o g :
fter this Manasseh rebuilt the outer wall of -0d.*They gave Hilkiah the hi
.from west of the Gihon Spring in the Kidro
sh Gate, and continuing around the hill of O
e wall very high. And he stationed his mi =
1 21l of the fortified towns of Judah. 15|
==d the foreign gods and the idol from e
‘2 He tore down all the altars he had built ¢
- the Temple stood and all the altars that
-and he dumped them outside the city. 16 ;
. the altar of the Lorp and sacrifiged peace

12nksgiving offerings on it. He also enco

2 of I%dahgto worship the Loro, the Goc
@ver, the people still sacrificed at the paga
2 only to the Loro their God. :

gh priest the money ter you have died and been buried in peace. You yourself
who served as gate- will not see the disaster T'am going to bring on this city and
* the Temple of God. The gifts were brought by its people.””

™ Manasseh, Ephraim, and from all the remnant
s well as from all Judah, Benjamin, and the people

So they took her message back to the king.

Josiah’s Religious Reforms
2Then the king summoned all the elders of Judah and Je-
rusalem. 3°And the king went up to the Temple of the Lorp

with all the people of Judah and Jerusalem, along with the

, Who purchased priests and the Levites—all the people from the greatest to
one for the walls and timber for the raftersand  the least. There the king read to them the entire Book of
<Y restored what eatlier kings of Judah had al- the Covenant that had been found in the Lorp's Temple.
1l i

#1The king took his place of authority beside the pillar and
ord of Hozai. 34:6 Asin Syriac version. Hebrew reads ir their temples, or in their ruins, The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain,

el textat 2 Kgs 22:12; Hebrew reads Abdon son of Micah. 34:22a Or the Second Quarter, a newer section of Jerusalem. Hebrew reads
34:22b Asin parallel text at 2 Kgs 22:14; Hebrew reads son of Tokhath, son of Hasrah, 34:24 Hebrew this place; also in 34:27, 28.
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renewed the covenant in the Lorp's presence. He pledged
to obey the Lorp by keeping all his commands, laws, and
decrees with all his heart and soul. He promised to obey all
the terms of the covenant that were written in the scroll.
32And he required everyone in Jerusalem and the people of
Benjamin to make a similar pledge. The people of Jerusa-
lem did so, renewing their covenant with God, the God of
their ancestors.

3380 Josiah removed all detestable idols from the entire
land of Israel and required everyone to worship the LorD
their God. And throughout the rest of his lifetime, they did
not turn away from the Lorb, the God of their ancestors.

Josiah Celebrates Passover
3 Then Josiah announced that the Passover of the LorD
would be celebrated in Jerusalem, and so the Pass-

over lamb was slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the first
month.* ZJosiah also assigned the priests to their duties and
encouraged them in their work at the Temple of the LorD.
3He issued this order to the Levites, who were to teach all Is-
rael and who had been set apart to serve the Lorp: “Put the
holy Ark in the Temple that was built by Solomon son of Da-
vid, the king of Israel. You nolonger need to carry it back and
forth on your shoulders. Now spend your time serving the
Lorp your God and his people Israel. 4Report for duty ac-
cording to the family divisions of your ancestors, following
the directions of King David of Israel and the directions of
his son Solomon.

s“Then stand in the sanctuary at the place appointed for
your family division and help the families assigned to you as
they bring their offerings to the Temple. éSlaughter the
Passover lambs, purify yourselves, and prepare to help those
who come. Follow all the directions that the Lorp gave
through Moses.”

7Then Josiah provided 30,000 lambs and young goats for
the people’s Passover offerings, along with 3,000 cattle, all
from the king’s own flocks and herds. 8The king’s officials
also made willing contributions to the people, priests, and
Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, the administrators of
God'’s Temple, gave the priests 2,600 lambs and young goats
and 300 cattle as Passover offerings. °The Levite leaders—
Conaniah and his brothers Shemaiah and Nethanel, as well
as Hashabiah, Jeiel, and Jozabad—gave 5,000 lambs and
young goats and 500 cattle to the Levites for their Passover
offerings.

19When everything was ready for the Passover celebra-
tion, the priests and the Levites took their places, organized
by their divisions, as the king had commanded. ""The Le-
vites then slaughtered the Passover lambs and presented
the blood to the priests, who sprinkled the blood on the altar
while the Levites prepared the animals. 2They divided the
burnt offerings among the people by their family groups, so
they could offer them to the Lorp as prescribed in the Book
of Moses. They did the same with the cattle. *Then they
roasted the Passover lambs as prescribed; and they boiled
the holy offerings in pots, kettles, and pans, and brought
them out quickly so the people could eat them.

14Afterward the Levites prepared Passover offerings for
themselves and for the priests—the descendants of Aaron—
because the priests had been busy from morning till night
offering the burnt offerings and the fat portions. The Le-
vites took responsibility for all these preparations.

15The musicians, descendants of Asaph, were in their as-
signed places, following the commands that had been given
by David, Asaph, Heman, and 1eduthun, the king's seer. The

gatekeepers guarded the gates and did not need to lea i some of the
their posts of duty, for their Passover offerings were pi w7 he placed thent{ ?r?%‘;ge;afggg };‘;Tg r?p]
pared for them by their fellow Levites. ] “Therest of the events in Jehoiaki abylon
16The entire ceremony for the Lorp’s Passover was COB = =vil things he did and everythin, ’f“ s reig;
pleted that day. All the burnt offerings were sacrificed| rded in The Book of the Kings oglsOlmd s
the altar of the Lorb, as King Josiah had commanded. 1% on Jehoiachin became the I"lg tf ki .
the Israelites present in Jerusalem celebrated Passoy €extKing.
and the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven
18Never since the time of the prophet Samuel had
been such a Passover. None of the kings of Israel had
Kkept a Passover as Josiah did, involving all the priest:
Levites, all the people of Jerusalem, and people from all
Judah and Israel. ?This Passover celebration took place in
eighteenth year of Josiah's reign.

;‘ﬂoiac}?in Rules in judah

"En0iac] jn was eighteen* years old w]

oo L1eAre1g.ned in ]erusalen): three mor?t(leg 2:

v chin did \A{hat was evil in the Lorp’s sight
i ﬂln the spring of the year* King Nebuchz

“"Olachin to Babylon. Many treasures from t

ORD were also taken to Babylon at that tir
-nezzar installed Jehoiachin’s uncle * Ze
+~ king in Judah and Jerusalem. i

Josiah Dies in Battle T
20After Josiah had finished restoring the Temple, King

of Egypt led his army up from Egypt to do battle at Card
mish on the Euphrates River, and Josiah and his
marched out to fight him.* 2But King Neco sent me
gers to Josiah with this message:

“What do you want with me, king of Judah? I have no
quarrel with you today! I am on my way to fight anoth
nation, and God has told me to hurry! Do not interfere
with God, who is with me, or he will destroy you.”

Tfj;ekligf;l Rules in Judah
~=deKiah was twenty-one years ol
inc he relgped in Ierusalem)éleven )(ia‘;vr};e?zlljlee1
T the sight of the Lorp his God, and He refi
mself when the prophet Jeremiah Spok
from the Lorp. 13He also rebelled a
: hadl}ezzar even though he had taken ar
n God's name. Zedekiah was a hard and st
~ng to turn to the Lorb, the God of Israel.

22Byt Josiah refused to listen to Neco, to whom Go
indeed spoken, and he would not turn back. Instead,
guised himself and led his army into battle on the pl
Megiddo. 22But the enemy archers hit King Josiah with
arrows and wounded him. He cried out to his men, “Tal
from the battle, for I am badly.wounded!”

2450 they lifted Josiah out of his chariot and placed hin
another chariot. Then they brought him back to Jerusal
where he died. He was buried there in the royal cemet
And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for him. 257
prophet Jeremiah composed funeral songs for Josiah,
this day choirs still sing these sad songs about his .
These songs of sorrow have become a tradition and are
corded in The Book of Laments.

26The rest of the events of Josiah's reign and hi
devotion (carried out according to what was written
Law of the Lorb), 7from beginning to end—all are recor
in The Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.

and his Temple, 6Byt the
. 16F people mocked
7s of God and despised their words. Thiy

temple.  36:9 Asin one Hebrew anuscript, some Gr

Jehoahaz Rules in judah i
3 6 Then the people of the land took Josiah's son Jé
haz and made him the next king in Jerusalem.
2Jehoahaz* was twenty-three years old when he be
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months.
3Then he was deposed by the king of Egypt, wh
manded that Judah pay 7,500 pounds of silver
75 pounds of gold* as tribute.

Jehoiakim Rules in Judah
4The king of Egypt then installed Eliakim, the brothera
hoahaz, as the next king of Judah and Jerusalem, 2
changed Eliakim’s name to Jehoiakim. Then Neco toas
hoahaz to Egypt as a prisoner.

sJehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he be:
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. He did»
was evil in the sight of the Lorp his God.

6Then King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to &
lem and captured it, and he bound Jehoiakim in b=
chains and led him away to Babylon. ?Nebuchadnezza

35:1 This day in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar was April5,622BC.  35:20 Or Josiah went out to meet him.  36:2 Hebrew Joahaz, a variant spelis
of Jehoahaz; also in 36:4. 36:3 Hebrew 100 talents (3,400 kilograms) of silver and 1talent {34 kilograms) of gold. :
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>pers guarded the gates and did not need to
asts of duty, for their Passover offerings were
or them by their fellow Levites.

 entire ceremony for the Lorp’s Passover
that day. All the burnt offerings were sa

some of the treasures from the Temple of the Lorp, the proph i {
" easu t " phets until the Lorp’s anger could no longer be re-
= placed them in his .palace* in Babylon. strained and nothing could be do%le. Berbere
i ? re_st of the gvents in Jehoiakim's reign, including all

=l things he did and everything found against him,are  The Fall of Jerusalem
Zed in The Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. Then 17So the Lorp brought the king of Babylon against them.

:r of the Lorp, as King Josiah had command: ' - Jehoiachin became the next king The Babvlonians* ki b .

i | | 8 ylonians* killed Judah'’s young men, even chasin:
zelites present in Jerusalem celebrated Pass . after them into the Temple. They%ad ngo pityon the peopleg
e Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven - “achin Rules in Judah killing both young men and young women, the old and the

r since the time of the prophet Samuel had
ach a Passover. None of the kings of Israel hat
Passover as Josiah did, involving all the priest
. all the people of Jerusalem, and people from &
nd Israel. 19This Passover celebration took place:
nth year of Josiah's reign. :

2chin was eighteen* years old when he became king, infirm. God handed all of them over to Nebuchadnezzar.

: re1gned in Jerusalem three months and ten days. Je- '8The king took home to Babylon all the articles, large and

n did what was evil in the Lorp’s sight. small, used in the Temple of God, and the treasures from

- the spring of the year* King Nebuchadnezzar took both the Lorp’s Temple and from the palace of the kingand

“hin to Babylon. Many treasures from the Temple of his officials. 9Then his army burned the Temple of God, il

D were also taken to Babylon at that time. And Neby- tore down the walls of Jerusalem, burned all the palaces, and’ I

<zzar installed Jehoiachin’s uncle,* Zedekiah, as the completely destroyed everything of value.* 20The few Who

<nginJudah and Jerusalem. survived were taken as exiles to Babylon, and they became {

servants to the king and his sons until the kingdom of Persia \

«iah Rules in Judah came to power. |

D : 1 ah was twenty-one years old when he became king, 2180 the message of the Lorp spoken through Jeremiah

od qu}tl to fight him.* B_“t King Neco sen‘ reigned in Jerusalem eleven years, 12He did what w.;gs was fulfilled. The land finally enjo;ed its Sabbatgh rIest, lying

Josiah with this message: - hessight of the Lorp his God, and he refused to hum- desolate until the seventy years were fulfilled, just as the

22t do you want with me, king of Judah? I haver self when the prophet Jeremiah spoke to him di- Prophethad said. 3 |

rrel with you today! I am on my way to fight an ‘rom the Lorp. '3He also rebelled against King 4 | f

on, and God has told me to hurry! Do not interf "adnezzar, even though he had taken an oath of loy- Cyrus Allows the Exiles to Return

» God, who is with me, or he will destroy you.” T 30td’st;1ame. ﬁedekiah was a hard and stubborn man, flzg‘;l:g Sfﬂ Ye;r %f Iémg CYrt‘;fIOf P;rsia,* the Loro fulfilled
' . } =g to turn to the Lorp, the God of Israel. ecy he had given through Jeremiah.* He stirred |

it Josiah refused to listen to Neco, to whom & “ewise, all the leaders of the priests and the peopl the heart of Cyrus to put this proclamation in writing and to

: spoken, and he would not turn back. Instead, ; 13 € people i e . g

l :i?;\sel  nd 16 his army into battle on £ more and more unfaithful. They followed all the pa-  S€Nd it throughout his kingdom: ‘ |

do. 2But the enemy archers hit King Josiah _f;tfliﬁz Ic;(f)&%\s;rﬁogr};dmg nations, desecrating the  2*“This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: ‘

s wounded him, He cried out to his mer <l B g 0; the_en consecrated in Jerusalem. ) The Lorp, the God of heaven, has given me all the i

e battle, for I am badly wounded!” ‘;hets t6 o O fe1r tz:n«l:lesgors, repeatedly sent kmgdoms of the earth. He has appointed me to build |

,they lifted Josiah out of his chariot and places ik e t(l)'mr e al coml;()asswn onhis  hima Temple atJerusalem, which is in Judah. Any of |

x chariot. Then they brought him back to sl dpd - epeople mocked thesemes-  you who are the Lorp’s people may go there for this

% died L vas buried therein the sk = an : espised their words. They scoffed at task. And may the Lorp your God be with you!”

11 Judah and Jerus alem mourned for h ile.  36:9 As in one Hebrew manuscript, some Greek manuscripts, and Syriac version (see also 2 Kgs 24:8); most Hebrew manuscripts read eight.

=1 Jeremiah composed funeral songs for Jo

rew At the turn of the year. The first day of this year in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar was April 13,597 BC. © 36:10b As in parallel text at It I
2y choirs still sing these sad songs about

' Hebrew reads brother, or relative. 36:17 Or Chaldeans. 36:19 Or destr i i
s reign over Babylon was S8 B 36:22b Seeler 25111-12:20:10, e e Valuable articesfrom the Temple. - 36:22a The firt
songs of sorrow have become a tradition a

i in The Book of Laments. ;

ne rest of the events of Josiah's reign and hi
on (carried out according to what was wril
' the Lorb), Z7from beginning to end—all are rec
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. ]

 Dies in Battle : g
-Josiah had finished restoring the Temple, King
>t led his army up from Egypt to do battle at
on the Euphrates River, and Josiah and his

thaz Rules in Judah 3
" Then the people of the land took Josiah's son
| haz and made him the next king in Jerusalem
woahaz* was twenty-three years old when he &
nd he reigned in Jerusalem three months.

en he was deposed by the king of Egypt,
ed that Judah pay 7,500 pounds of silve
unds of gold* as tribute.

akim Rules in Judah . A
ang of Egypt then installed Eliakim, the brothes
z. as the next king of Judah and Jerusalem.
=d Eliakim’s name to Jehoiakim. Then Neco =
z to Egypt as a prisoner. 3
2oiakim was twenty-five years old when he

:nd he reigned in Jerusalem eleven years. He @
Al in the sight of the Lorp his God.
2n King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came i@
nd captured it, and he bound Jehoiakim in
s 2nd led him away to Babylon. 7Nebuchadnez

5% went out to meet him.  36:2 Hebrew Joahaz, a varian s
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' e citizens of Lod, Hadid, and Ono. .
e citizens of Jericho
© e citizens of Senaah

v
Author Ezra, according to Jewish tradition
Date Written Around 430 B.C., recording events between 538 and 430 B.C.
Content Many great men and women never gain celebrity status. They do their deeds in relative

obscurity, yet their contributions profoundly impact the lives of those who come after them.
Ezra was just such a person. The book of Ezra details the Israelites’ return to the land of Judah:
after their captivity in Babylon. The book opens with the return of a large group of exiles and
the rebuilding of the Temple under Zerubbabel. Halfway through the book, we are introduce
to Ezra, a scribe schooled in the laws of Moses. The book records how Ezra dealt with the
problems that arose, such as marriages between Israelites and non-Israelites. After many
struggles regarding the rebuilding of the Temple, the project was finally completed and
dedicated to the glory of God.

»

“""1ese are the Levites who returned fron
= families of Jeshua and Kadmiel
descendants of Hodaviah). . . . . .
“e singers of the family of Asaph. . .
"z gatekeepers of the families of Shal
Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita, and She

"7z descendants of the following Ten
wmed from exile:

~"2,Hasupha, Tabbaoth,

tzros, Siaha, Padon,

Cyrus Allows the Exiles to Return Exiles Who Returned with Zerubbabel -=banah, Hagabah, Akkub,
1 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia,* the Lorp ful- Here is the list of the Jewish exiles of the provincesv ~zgab, Shalmai,* Hanan,
filled the prophecy he had given through Jeremiah.* He returned from their captivity. King Nebuchadnez ~«ddel, Gahar, Reaiah,

“2z7in, Nekoda, Gazzam,
_7za, Paseah, Besai,

“snah, Meunim, Nephusim,
" Zzkbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,
Zzzluth, Mehida, Harsha,
Zzrkos, Sisera, Temah,

* “eziah, and Hatipha.

stirred the heart of Cyrus to put this proclamation in writing had deported them to Babylon, but now they returned to
and to send it throughout his kingdom: - rusalem and the other towns in Judah where they origi
lived. 2Their leaders were Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Neh
2“This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Reh
“The Lorb, the God of heaven, has given me all the and Baanah.

kingdoms of the earth. He has appointed me to build - N 5
him a Temple at Jerusalem, which s in Judah. *Any of This is the number of Fhe men of Israel who returned fr

g 2 & 5855

&

3 : exile:
you who are his people may go to Jerusalem in Judah 3 The famil . = —
p ¥ yof Parosh . .~ .. ............. = descendants of these servants of K
to rebuild this Temple of the Lorb, the God of Israel, 4 The family of Shephatiah - .+ + + + v+« v+ v v+ : raed from exile:

who lives in Jerusalem. And may your God be with you!
4Wherever this Jewish remnant is found, let their
neighbors contribute toward their expenses by giving
them silver and gold, supplies for the journey, and
livestock, as well as a voluntary offering for the Temple
of God in Jerusalem.”

Sotai, Hassophereth, Peruda,
* “zalah, Darkon, Giddel,
* Shephatiah, Hattil, Pokereth-hazzebaim

i all, the Temple servants and the des:
“mon's servants numbered 392.

“Another group returned at this time fr
“=-melah, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan, and I
could not prove that they or their famil
=nts of Israel. €0This group included
“=ziah, Tobiah, and Nekoda—a total of 65

*'Three families of priests—Hobaiah, H
“Zlzi—also returned. (This Barzillai had m
“"2 was a descendant of Barzillai of Gile
=cen her family name.) 62They searched fc
= genealogical records, but they were no
were disqualified from serving as priests.
©:d them not to eat the priests’ share of foo
“=s until a priest could consult the Lorp
v using the Urim and Thummim—the sacr

5 The familyof Arah. . . ..................
6 The family of Pahath-moab (descendants
of JeshuaandJoab) ................. 28
7 Thefamilyof Elam . .................. 1;29
8 ThefamilyofZattu . . .................. 4
9 The familyof Zaccai. . . . ................
sThen God stirred the hearts of the priests and Levites '® ThefamilyofBani.....................
and the leaders of the tribes of Judah and Benjamintogoto ' The familyof Bebai . ... ................
Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple of the Lorp. 6And all their '2 The familyofAzgad ... ...............
neighbors assisted by giving them articles of silver and gold, '> The family of Adonikam. ... ............. 6
supplies for the journey, and livestock. They gave them 4 The family of Bigvai. .. ................ 2,05
many valuable gifts in addition to all the voluntary offerings. 15 Thefamilyof Adin. . .. ................. 5
7King Cyrus himself brought out the articles that King '6 The family of Ater (descendants of Hezekiah) . . . . S
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the Loro’s Temple inJeru- 7 The familyof Bezai . ... ................ 32
salem and had placed in the temple of his own gods. 8Cyrus '8 The familyofjorah . .. ................. I
directed Mithredath, the treasurer of Persia, to count these 1° The familyof Hashum . . ................ 22
items and present them to Sheshbazzar, the leader of the 20 The familyof Gibbar . . . ................. 9
exiles returning to Judah.* oThis is a list of the items that 2! The people of Bethlehem . ............... 1
were returned: 22 The people of Netophah . . .. ..............

2 The peo nathothe ;v s wv s maswsams N
goldbasing . . .. ... ... 30 2 TEZ geogi: §§ ’Qeéff;"zmaveth* ______________ & :’St" a;fgtggof 42,360 people returned to
SIVErBasinS. « . o o ee et 1,000 25 The people of Kiriath-jearim,* Kephirah, :ﬁ‘meg ez setll;\(r)a;(nts' ;?%hmo%ngers'.
silver incense burners*. . . .. .............. 29 andBeeroth . .. .................... 5135 carfiels !nd 6 7;\3 donkeems & hor
10 gOlADOWIS. . . . oot 30 26 Thepeopleof RamahandGeba. ... ......... SWhen théy arrived at the Tg’rr{ 6 of th
SIVETDOWIS « « o v e e et 410 ¥ Thepeopleof Micmash . ................ =, some of the family leaders mage vglun'f
OREL TS ; o ss s smas wssmesmusmeiios 1,000 2 Thepeopleof BethelandAi............... £ =rd the rebuilding of God's Temple on |

2 ThecitizensofNebo . . .. .............. .
=45 Asin an alternate reading of the Masoretic Text (see

"In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and silver. Shesh- 3° The citizens of Magbish . ................ 2% 50 pounds or 500 kilograms in weight. ~ 2:69b Hebr
bazzar brought all of these along when the exiles went from 3! The citizens of WestElam*. . .. .......... = ~may have been during Cyrus’s first year (538 B.c) or s
Babylon to Jerusalem. 32 The citizensof Harim. . . .. .............. ){ "ths of September/October 538 B.c. and October/Nov

- ‘  first day of the seventh month. This day in the anc
1:1a The first year of Cyrus’s reign over Babylon was 538 B.C.  1:1b SeeJer 25:11-12;29:10.  1:8 Hebrew Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 1:9 The th day of the seventh month.  3:7 Hebrew the seq
meaning of this Hebrew word is uncertain. . 2:24 As in parallel text at Neh 7:28; Hebrew reads Azmaveth.  2:25 As in some Hebrew manuscripts and Gres whin the months of April and May 536 BC. 3:9 Hebre

version (see also Neh 7:29); Hebrew reads Kiriath-arim.  2:31 Or of the other Elam. \“mudah is probably another name for Hodaviah. Compar
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e citizens of Lod, Hadid, and Ono
itizens of Jericho

.......... 725 %%nd each leader gave as much as he could. The total of
.................. 345  their gifts came to 61,000 gold coins,* 6,250 pounds* of

ecitizensof Senaah . . . ... ... .. . . .. . . 3,630 silver, and 100 robes for the priests.
—_— i PR 7050 the priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers,
-::ef:rl;leﬂth(e) fp}ggztiz}‘:’&ﬁ:g;u;n;ifﬁﬁre“ extie: the Temple servants, and some of the common people set-
;f Ieshl);a) g 973 tled in villages near Jerusalem. The rest of the people re- |
T S N R turned to their own towns throughout Israel. |
familyof Immer . ... ..... .. .. .. 1,052 k

and 430 B.C. f ;
¢ status. They do their deeds in relative
act the lives of those who come after the

|
i - The Altar Is Rebuilt i
<Py et HatIG) 25 i e Laly 3 In early autumn,* when the Israelites had settled in [

their towns, all the people assembled in Jerusalem with ‘

~zse are the Levites who returned from exile:

ails the Israelites’ return to the land qf Judah "= families of Jeshua and Kadmiel a unified purpose. 2Then Jeshua son of ]ehozac;ak* joine_d

vith the return of a large group of e_x1les ang descendants of Hodaviah). . ... ... .. . .. 74 his fellgw prlegts _and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel with his |

Salfway through the book, we are introdue ~ “esingers of the family of Asaph. . . .. ... .. 128  family in rebuilding the altar of the God of Israel. They ‘

ne book records how Ezra dealt with the "= gatekeepers of the families of Shallum, wanted to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, as instructed in the 3

Israelites and non-Israelites. After many “ter, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita, and Shobai . . . . . 139 Law of Moses, the man of God. 3Even though the people ‘
, the project was finally completed and - ¢ were afraid of the local residents, they rebuilt the altar at its [

’ C}fg‘;sr;i;’;ts of the following Temple servants re- o4 sie. Then they began to sacrifice burnt offerings on the

altar to the Lorp each morning and evening.
’sHsa;ﬁh;; ”l‘;zlr)lbaoth, “They celebrated the Festival of Shelters as prescribed in
’ i , the Law, sacrificing the number of burnt offeri ifi
nah, Hagabah, Akub, W, cing the number of burnt offerings specified

Who Returned with Zerubbabel

i < b, Shaltaai * I for each day of the festival. 5Tt}ey also oi_”fered the regular
¢ is the list of the Jewish exiles of the province k3 ; mal,” Hanan, ) burnt offerings and the offerings required for the new
smed from their captivity. King Nebuc ~¢l, Gahar, Reaiah, moon celebrations and the annual festivals as prescribed by
orted them to Babylon, but now they returned: ;fﬁ:g’#%g;zaml the Loro. The people also gave voluntary offerings to the
1 and the other towns in Iggall; Yt;egﬁge‘& (g e ah Meun'i - Néphusim . {.,}?RD. fFliteﬁ;\dd?’ys bef;)re mﬁiﬁesngal of Slfxfelt_ers bfgag{*
Their leaders were Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nenhe -y , d e priests egun to sacrifice burnt offerings to the
_Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, R2  =buk, Hakupha, Harhur, Loro. This was even before they had started to lay the foun-
nah. i ‘ff;‘_‘gtsh'sggséd;égzr}‘:‘ha' dation of the Lorn’s Temple.

the number of the men of Israel who returne 2, and Hatipha.

The People Begin to Rebuild the Temple

. R o, Lt ot 2 “escendants of these servants of King Solomon re- 7Then the people hired masons and carpenters and bought
fmm}y of Parosh i h ------------ rom exile: cedar logs from the people of Tyre and Sidon, paying them
f;mug Og i?:ﬁ AL v 0 ; Hassophereth, Peruda, with food, wine, and olive oil. The logs were brought down
familyof Arah. . . . ......... .00 0.8

£amily of Pahath-moab (descendants
fJeshuaandjoab) . ...............

, Darkon, Giddel, from the Lebanon mountains and floated along the coast of
hatiah, Hattil, Pokereth-hazzebaim, and Ami. the Mediterranean Sea* to Joppa, for King Cyrus had given

) ermission for this.

famﬂy Of Blam .« « v« a5 s cismiows el - the Temple servants and the descendants of Sol- © 8The construction of the Temple of God began in

familyof Zattu ... ... ervants numbered 392. midspring,* during the second year after they arrived in Je-

familyof Zaccal. . . ... ... ~other group returned at this time from the towns of rusalem. The work force was made up of everyone who had

familyofBani. ... : h, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan, and Immer. However, returned from exile, including Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,

m{y Og izbald """"""""""" 3 ~-ldnot prove thatthey or their families were descen- Jeshua son of Jehozadak and his fellow priests, and all the
yof Azgad . ... .nv s e s ol

> Israel. 0This group included the families of Levites. The Levites Wwho were twenty years old or older were
~ Tobiah, and Nekoda—a total of 652 people. put in charge of rebuilding the Lorp's Temple. °The work-
e families of priests—Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and Bar-  ersat the Temple of God were supervised by Jeshua with his
s0 returned. (This Barzillai had married a woman sons and relatives, and Kadmiel and his sons, all descen-
a descendant of Barzillai of Gilead, and he had dants of Hodaviah. * They were helped in this task by the Le-
familyofBezai . ...............¢ family name.) 62They searched for their namesin Vites of the family of Henadad.
familyofforah . .. .............« zlogical records, but they were not found, so they ®When the builders completed the foundation of the
familyof Hashum . .. ........,..- =8 jualified from serving as priests. 6The governor Lorp'’s Temple, the priests put on their robes and took their

family of Ater (descendants of Hezekiah) -

Ly DEGIOBAC ; « 25551+ - < S - =T nottoeatthe priests’ share of food from the sacri- places to blow their frumpets. And the Levites, descendants
geoplect Bettlehern .. ... £ig =il a priest could consult the Lorp about the matter of Asaph, clashed their cymbals to praise the Loro, just as
eople of Netophah.. ... ... ... . . -5 the Urim and Thummim—the sacred lots. King David had prescribed. 1"With praise and thanks, they
s ek th* ......... ] otalof 42,360 people returned to Judah, 65in addi- sang this song to the Lorp:

people of Beth-azmaveth* . . . .......~

Ethazmaveh, . 337 servants and 200 singers, both men and “He is s0 good!
people of Kiriath-jearim,* Kephirah, “They took with them 736 horses, 245 mules,

o i
A BeCroth . . o v v : mels, and 6,720 donkeys. His faithful love for Israel endures forever!

: le of Ramahand Geba. . . .. . ... 1 they arrived at the Temple of the Lorp in Jerusa- Then all the eople gave a great shout, praising the Lorp be-
peop y § p ] € ! D
‘peopleof Micmash .. ..........- ' of the family leaders made voluntary offeringsto- cause the foundation of the Lorp’s Temple had been laid.
people of Betheland Ai. . .. ....... rebuilding of God’s Temple on its original site, '2But many of the older priests, Levites, and other leaders
igtizensof Nebo . . ........... =% - zlternate reading of the Masoretic Text (see also Neh 7:48); the other alternate reads Shamiai. 2:69a Hebrew 61,000 darics of gold, about
g

citizens of Magbish .............. s or 500 kilograms in weight.  2:69b Hebrew 5000 minas (3,000 kilograms). ~ 3:1 Hebrew in the seventh month. The year is not specified,
* . t Elam* .= en during Cyrus's first year (538 B.C) or second year (537 B.C). The seventh month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred within the
-citizens of WE§ T i ; mber/October 538 B.. and October/November 537 ¢, 3:2 Hebrew Jozadak, a variant spelling of Jehozadak; also in 3:8. 3:6 Hebrew
gtizensof Harim. . . . .......... 28 = a2y of the seventh month. This day in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred in September or October. The Festival of Shelters began on the

. Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judar 3 of the seventhmonth. ~ 3:7 Hebrew the sea.  3:8 Hebrew in the second month. This month in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred
E10. A}zfm}ll]eelt);’ew Z'gS As in some Hebrew manusces: s of Apriland May 536 B.C. 3:9 Hebrew sons of judah (i.c., bene Yehudah). Bene might also be read here as the proper name Binnui;
eads .2

bly another name for Hodaviah. Compare 2:40; Neh 7:43; 1 Esdras 5:58.
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who had seen the first Temple wept aloud when they saw
the new Temple’s foundation. The others, however, were
shouting for joy. '3The joyful shouting and weeping min-
gled together in a loud noise that could be heard far in the
distance.

Enemies Oppose the Rebuilding
The enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the ex-
iles were rebuilding a Temple to the Lorb, the God of Is-
rael. 280 they approached Zerubbabel and the other leaders
and said, “Let us build with you, for we worship your God
just as you do. We have sacrificed to him ever since King
Esarhaddon of Assyria brought us here.”
3But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the other leaders of Israel
replied, “You may have no part in this work. We alone will
build the Temple for the Lorp, the God of Israel, just as King
Cyrus of Persia commanded us.”
4Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten
the people of Judah to keep them from their work. 5They
bribed agents to work against them and to frustrate their
plans. This went on during the entire reign of King Cyrus of
Persia and lasted until King Darius of Persia took the
throne.*

Later Opposition under Xerxes and Artaxerxes
6Years later when Xerxes* began his reign, the enemies of
Judah wrote a letter of accusation against the people of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem.

7Even later, during the reign of King Artaxerxes of Per-
sia,* the enemies of Judah, led by Bishlam, Mithredath, and
Tabeel, sent a letter to Artaxerxes in the Aramaic language,
and it was translated for the king.

8*Rehum the governor and Shimshai the court secretary
wrote the letter, telling King Artaxerxes about the situation
in Jerusalem. ?They greeted the king for all their col-
leagues—the judges and local leaders, the people of Tarpel,
the Persians, the Babylonians, and the people of Erech and
Susa (that is, Elam). 19They also sent greetings from the rest
of the people whom the great and noble Ashurbanipal* had
deported and relocated in Samaria and throughout the
neighboring lands of the province west of the Euphrates
River.* 11This is a copy of their letter:

“To King Artaxerxes, from your loyal subjects in the
province west of the Euphrates River.

12“The king should know that the Jews who came
here to Jerusalem from Babylon are rebuilding this
rebellious and evil city. They have already laid the
foundation and will soon finish its walls. 13And the king
should know that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are
completed, it will be much to your disadvantage, for the
Jews will then refuse to pay their tribute, customs, and
tolls to you.

14"Since we are your loyal subjects* and do not want
to see the king dishonored in this way, we have sent the
king this information. 1We suggest that a search be
made in your ancestors’ records, where you will discover
what a rebellious city this has been in the past. In fact,
it was destroyed because of its long and troublesome
history of revolt against the kings and countries who
controlled it. "6We declare to the king that if this city
is rebuilt and its walls are completed, the province west
of the Euphrates River will be lost to you.”

4:5 Darius reigned 521-486 B.C.

4:8 The original text of 4:8~6:18 is in Aramaic.
alsoin4:11,16,17,20. 4:14 Aramaic Since we eat the salt of the palace.

4:6 Hebrew Ahasuerus, another name for Xerxes. He reigned 486-465 B.C.
4:10a Aramaic Osnappar, another name for Ashurbanipal.

4:24 The second year of Darius's reign was 520 B.c. The narrative started in
4:1-5isresumed atverse 24.  5:2 Aramaic Jozadak, a variant spelling of Jehozadak.  5:3 Aramaic the province beyond the river; also in 5:6.

17Then King Artaxerxes sent this reply:

“To Rehum the governor, Shimshai the court secreta
and their colleagues living in Samaria and throughou
the province west of the Euphrates River. Greetings. -
18“The letter you sent has been translated and reac
me. I ordered a search of the records and have for
that Jerusalem has indeed been a hotbed of insurre
against many kings. In fact, rebellion and revolt are
normal there! 20Powerful kings have ruled over
Jerusalem and the entire province west of the Eup!
River, receiving tribute, customs, and tolls. 2'Therefor
issue orders to have these men stop their work. That @
must not be rebuilt except at my express command.
22Be diligent, and don't neglect this matter, for we mu
not permit the situation to harm the king's interests."

23When this letter from King Artaxerxes was read tol
hum, Shimshai, and their colleagues, they hurried to Jeru
lem. Then, with a show of strength, they forced the Jew:
stop building. i
The Rebuilding Resumes :
2430 the work on the Temple of God in Jerusalém |
stopped, and it remained at a standstill until the second yz
of the reign of King Darius of Persia.* :

At that time the prophets Haggai and Zecharia
Iddo prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusale
They prophesied in the name of the God of Israel who
over them. 2Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son
Jehozadak* responded by starting again to rebuild the Tez
ple of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were w
them and helped them.
3But Tattenai, governor of the province west of the E
phrates River,* and Shethar-bozenai and their colle
soon arrived in Jerusalem and asked, “Who gave yo
mission to rebuild this Temple and restore this structur
“4They also asked for the names of all the men worki
the Temple. SBut because their God was watching ove
them, the leaders of the Jews were not prevented fror
building until a report was sent to Darius and he return
his decision.

Tattenai’s Letter to King Darius ]
6This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai the governe
Shethar-bozenai, and the other officials of the provin
west of the Euphrates River sent to King Darius:

7“To King Darius. Greetings.

8“The king should know that we went to the
construction site of the Temple of the great God in the
province of Judah. It is being rebuilt with specially
prepared stones, and timber is being laid in its walls.
The work is going forward with great energyand =~
success. g

9“We asked the leaders, ‘Who gave you permission r
rebuild this Temple and restore this structure?’ 1°And
we demanded their names so that we could tell you wh
the leaders were. 4

11“This was their answer: ‘We are the servants of the
God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the
Temple that was built here many years ago by a great
king of Israel. '2But because our ancestors angered
the God of heaven, he abandoned them to King

4:7 Artaxerxes reigned 465-424 B.C. -
4:10b Aramaic the province beyond the rive

“ King Darius sent this message:

'2 Aramaic Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean. 5:13 King Cyrus of Persi

“=buchadnezzar of Babylon,* who destroyed this
“=mple and exiled the people to Babylonia. **Hov
“-ng Cyrus of Babylon,* during the first year of hi
=21, issued a decree that the Temple of God sho
“built. King Cyrus returned the gold and silver
—zt Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the Temple
d in Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of
Zzbylon. These cups were taken from that temple
“resented to a man named Sheshbazzar, whom Ki
-'Tus appointed as governor of Judah. 15The king
rstructed him to return the cups to their place in
=rusalem and to rebuild the Temple of God there
~riginal site. 680 this Sheshbazzar came and laid
~oundations of the Temple of God in Jerusalem. T}
“=ople have been working on it ever since, though
“olyet completed.’
17“Therefore, if it pleases the king, we request t]
2 search be made in the royal archives of Babylon t
=:scover whether King Cyrus ever issued a decree 1
“=build God's Temple in Jerusalem. And then let th
<ing send us his decision in this matter.”

Zarius Approves the Rebuilding

16

'y

So King Darius issued orders that a search be m:
the quylonian archives, which were stored in the
" “Butitwas at the fortress at Ecbatanain the provir
a that a scroll was found. This is what it said:

“Memorandum:

*“In the first year of King Cyrus's reign, a decree
“nt out concerning the Temple of God at Jerusalen

“Let the Temple be rebuilt on the site where Jew:
~sed to offer their sacrifices, using the original
‘oundations. Its height will be ninety feet, and its w
«1il be ninety feet.* “Every three layers of specially
orepared stones will be topped by a layer of timber.
=xpenses will be paid by the royal treasury. SFurther
Tore, the gold and silver cups, which were taken to
Zabylon by Nebuchadnezzar from the Temple of Gc
erusalem, must be returned to Jerusalem and put b:
~here they belong. Let them be taken back to the
Temple of God.”

‘Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province v
of the Euphrates River,* and Shethar-bozenai, and y
“olleagues and other officials west of the Euphrates
River—stay away from there! 7Do not disturb the
-onstruction of the Temple of God. Let it be rebuilt ¢
‘s original site, and do not hinder the governor of Ju
and the elders of the Jews in their work.

&Moreover, I hereby decree that you are to help th
zlders of the Jews as they rebuild this Temple of God.
Youmust pay the full construction costs, without delz
-rom my taxes collected in the province west of the
Euphrates River so that the work will not be interrupt
) 9“Give the priests in Jerusalem whatever is needec
“hie way of young bulls, rams, and male lambs for the
ournt offerings presented to the God of heaven. And
without fail, provide them with as much wheat, salt,

onian Empire.  6:3 Aramaic Its height will be 60 cubits [27.6 mete:
ded to read: “Its height will be 30 cubits [45 feet, or 13.8 meters), its
eetor9.2 meters)’; compare 1 Kgs 6:2. The emendation regarding th
alsoin6:6b,8,13. 6:11 Aramaic a dunghill.  6:15 Aramaic on ¢
in Ezra can be cross-checked with dates in surviving Persian record

'3 Hebrew On the fourteenth day of the first month, of the ancient Heb

King Darius of Persia is here identified as the king of Assyria because
. 7:1aArtaxerxesreigned 465-424BC.  7:1b Or descendant;




‘hen King Artaxerxes sent this reply: “

“To Rehum the governor, Shimshai the court secre&
and their colleagues living in Samaria and throu
the province west of the Euphrates River. Greeti
5“The letter you sent has been translated ar
me. '*I ordered a search of the records and have foa
that Jerusalem has indeed been a hotbed of insurre
against many kings. In fact, rebellion and revoltare
normal there! 20Powerful kings have ruled over
‘erusalem and the entire province west of the Euphs
River, receiving tribute, customs, and tolls. 21 Th
ssue orders to have these men stop their work.
must not be rebuilt except at my express comm:
~Be diligent, and don't neglect this matter, for
10t permit the situation to harm the king’s interes

=-uchadnezzar of Babylon,* who destroyed this
~“Tple and exiled the people to Babylonia. 3However,

=2 Cyrus of Babylon,* during the first year of his
issued a decree that the Temple of God should be
==t MKing Cyrus returned the gold and silver cups
“z* Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the Temple of
< inJerusalem and had placed in the temple of
“==/lon. These cups were taken from that temple and
<nted to aman named Sheshbazzar, whom King
~Js appointed as governor of Judah. 15The king
“=ucted him to return the cups to their place in
~-salem and to rebuild the Temple of God there on its
“zinal site. 1680 this Sheshbazzar came and laid the

“ndations of the Temple of God in Jerusalem. The
“-0le have been working on it ever since, though it is
7 vet completed.’

" Therefore, if it pleases the king, we request that

=2rch be made in the royal archives of Babylon to

over whether King Cyrus ever issued a decree to

1ld God's Temple in Jerusalem. And then let the
“< send us his decision in this matter.”

=When this letter from King Artaxerxes was read 1 |
n. Shimshai, and their colleagues, they hurried toJ2

. Then, with a show of strength, they forced the 2
> building.

e Rebuilding Resumes
3 the work on the Temple of God in Jerusales
oped, and it remained at a standstill until the secos
ne reign of King Darius of Persia.*

<5 Approves the Rebuilding

King Darius issued orders that a search be made in
Babylonian archives, which were stored in the trea-
utitwas at the fortress at Ecbatana in the province of
‘hata scroll was found. This is what it said:

“=morandum:

[ the first year of King Cyrus's reign, a decree was
“77 out concerning the Temple of God at Jerusalem.
_=t the Temple be rebuilt on the site where Jews
< 10 offer their sacrifices, using the original

“~dations. Its height will be ninety feet, and its width
“2 ninety feet.* 4Every three layers of specially

red stones will be topped by a layer of timber. All
ses will be paid by the royal treasury. SFurther-
"r= the gold and silver cups, which were taken to
“=on by Nebuchadnezzar from the Temple of God in
lem, must be returned to Jerusalem and put back
they belong. Let them be taken back to the
“ole of God.”

+ .72 Darius sent this message:

At that time the prophets Haggai and Zechariah
Iddo prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerus
¥ prophesied in the name of the God of Israel
r them. 2Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshuz 1
>zadak* responded by starting again to rebuild the
of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God wi P
7 2nd helped them.
3ut Tattenai, governor of the province west of 3
ates River,* and Shethar-bozenai and their coli
1 arTived in Jerusalem and asked, “Who gave ¥a
sion to rebuild this Temple and restore this stz
2y 2lso asked for the names of all the men wor
Temple. SBut because their God was watchi
n, the leaders of the Jews were not prevente
ding until a report was sent to Darius and he r2
decision.

tenai’s Letter to King Darius

s is a copy of the letter that Tattenai the
Siar-bozenai, and the other officials of the
- of the Euphrates River sent to King Darius:

To King Darius. Greetings. 2
#The king should know that we went tothe
onstruction site of the Temple of the great Gog
rovince of Judah. It is being rebuilt with speciziis
"epared stones, and timber is being laid in its
ne work is going forward with great energy an
JoCess. y
#"We asked the leaders, 'Who gave you pern
Suild this Temple and restore this structure?”
= demanded their names so that we could tell wm
e leaders were. 3
77" This was their answer: ‘We are the servar
22 of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding
=mple that was built here many years ago by
ng of Israel. 12But because our ancestors anges
2 God of heaven, he abandoned them to

= rmgned 486-465BC. 4:7 Artaxerxes reigned 46

e for Ashurbanipal. - 4:10b Aramaic the province be:
second year of Darius's reign was 520 B.C. The narrative sz
3:3 Aramaic the province beyond the river; also in 5:6.

- therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province west
- Euphrates River,* and Shethar-bozenai, and your
=2gues and other officials west of the Euphrates
stay away from there! 7Do not disturb the
~Tuction of the Temple of God. Let it be rebuilt on
© “~ginal site, and do not hinder the governor of Judah
" e elders of the Jews in their work.
loreover, Thereby decree that you are to help these
“2=75 of the Jews as they rebuild this Temple of God.
- Tust pay the full construction costs, without delay,
" my taxes collected in the province west of the
‘=" rates River so that the work will not be interrupted.
ve the priests in Jerusalem whatever is needed in
+=y of young bulls, rams, and male lambs for the
1= offerings presented to the God of heaven, And
"""t fail, provide them with as much wheat, salt,
< Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean.

d: “Its height will be 30 cubits (45 feet, or 13.8 meters, its length
i

5:6b,8,13.

" 1a Artaxerxes reigned 465-424 B.C.

5:13 King Cyrus of Persia is here identified as the king of Babylon because Persia had conquered the
Tipire.  6:3 Aramaic Its height will be 60 cubits [27.6 meters), and its width

meters]”; compare 1 Kgs 6:2. The emendation regarding the width is supported by the Syriac version.

6:11 Aramaic a dunghill. 6:15 Aramaic on the third day of
n be cross-checked with dates in surviving Persian records and related a
On the fourteenth day of the first month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar cale:
“= —=rlus of Persia is here identified as the king of Assyria because Persia had cong
7:1b Or descendant; see 1 Chr 6:14.
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wine, and olive oil as they need each day. °Then they
will be able to offer acceptable sacrifices to the God of
heaven and pray for the welfare of the king and his
sons.

""“Those who violate this decree in any way will have
a beam pulled from their house. Then they will be tied
toitand flogged, and their house will be reduced to a
pile of rubble.* 12May the God who has chosen the city
of Jerusalem as the place to honor his name destroy any
King or nation that violates this command and destroys
this Temple.

"1, Darius, have issued this decree. Let it be obeyed
with all diligence.”

The Temple’s Dedication

13Tattenai, governor of the province west of the Euphrates
River, and Shethar-bozenai and their colleagues complied
at once with the command of King Darius. 14So the Jewish
elders continued their work, and they were greatly encour-
aged by the preaching of the prophets Haggai and Zechari-
ah son of Iddo. The Temple was finally finished, as had been
commanded by the God of Israel and decreed by Cyrus, Da-
rius, and Artaxerxes, the kings of Persia. 15The Temple was
completed on March 12,* during the sixth year of King Da-
rius’s reign.

16The Temple of God was then dedicated with great joy

by the people of Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the rest
of the people who had returned from exile. 17During the
dedication ceremony for the Temple of God, 100 young
bulls, 200 rams, and 400 male lambs were sacrificed. And
12 male goats were presented as a sin offering for the
twelve tribes of Israel. 1¥Then the priests and Levites were
divided into their various divisions to serve at the Temple of
God in Jerusalem, as prescribed in the Book of Moses.

Celebration of Passover

1°0n April 21* the returned exiles celebrated Passover.
20The priests and Levites had purified themselves and were
ceremonially clean. So they slaughtered the Passover lamb
for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for
themselves. 21The Passover meal was eaten by the people of
Israel who had returned from exile and by the others in the
land who had turned from their immoral customs to wor-
ship the Lorp, the God of Israel. 22Then they celebrated the
Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days. There was
great joy throughout the land because the Lorp had caused
the king of Assyria* to be favorable to them, so that he
helped them to rebuild the Temple of God, the God of Israel.

Ezra Arrives in Jerusalem

7 Many years later, during the reign of King Artaxerxes of
Persia,* there was aman named Ezra. He was the son* of
Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah, 2son of Shallum, son
of Zadok, son of Ahitub, 3son of Amariah, son of Azariah,
son* of Meraioth, 4son of Zerahiah, son of Uzzi, son of Bukki,
Sson of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son of Eleazar, son of
Aaron the high priest.* 6This Ezra was a scribe who was well
versed in the Law of Moses, which the Lorb, the God of Isra-
el, had given to the people of Israel. He came up to Jerusalem

will be 60 cubits. It is commonly held that this verse should be
will be 60 cubits [90 feet, or 27.6 meters],and its width will be 20 cubits
6:6 Aramaic the province beyond the
the month Adar, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. A number of
ccurately to our modern calendar. This daywas March 12,515 B.c.
ndar. This day was April 21,515 B.C.; also see note on 6:15.
quered the Babylonian Empire, which included the earlier Assyrian
7:3 Or descendant; see 1 Chr 6:6-10.  7:5 Or the  first priest.
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from Babylon, and the king gave him everything he asked for,
because the gracious hand of the Lorp his God was on him.
7Some of the people of Israel, as well as some of the priests,
Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and Temple servants, traveled
up to Jerusalem with him in the seventh year of King Arta-
xerxes' reign.

8Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in August* of that year. 9He had
arranged to leave Babylon on April 8, the first day of the new
year,* and he arrived at Jerusalem on August 4,* for the gra-
cious hand of his God was on him. 19This was because Ezra
had determined to study and obey the Law of the Lorp and to
teach those decrees and regulations to the people of Israel.

Artaxerxes’ Letter to Ezra

11King Artaxerxes had given a copy of the following letter to
Ezra, the priest and scribe who studied and taught the com-
mands and decrees of the Lorp to Israel:

12*“From Artaxerxes, the king of kings, to Ezra the
priest, the teacher of the law of the God of heaven.
Greetings.

13“I decree that any of the people of Israel in my
kingdom, including the priests and Levites, may
volunteer to return to Jerusalem with you. 14 and my
council of seven hereby instruct you to conduct an
inquiry into the situation in Judah and Jerusalem, based
on your God’s law, which is in your hand. 15We also
commission you to take with you silver and gold, which
we are freely presenting as an offering to the God of
Israel who lives in Jerusalem.

16“Furthermore, you are to take any silver and gold
that you may obtain from the province of Babylon, as
well as the voluntary offerings of the people and the
priests that are presented for the Temple of their God in
Jerusalem. 17These donations are to be used specifically
for the purchase of bulls, rams, riale lambs, and the
appropriate grain offerings and liquid offerings, all of
which will be offered on the altar of the Temple of your
God in Jerusalem. '8Any silver and gold that is left over
may be used in whatever way you and your colleagues
feel is the will of your God.

19“But as for the cups we are entrusting to you for the
service of the Temple of your God, deliver them all to
the God of Jerusalem. 2°If you need anything else for
your God’s Temple or for any similar needs, you may
take it from the royal treasury.

21”1, Artaxerxes the king, hereby send this decree to
all the treasurers in the province west of the Euphrates
River*: ‘You are to give Ezra, the priest and teacher of
the law of the God of heaven, whatever he requests of
you. 22You are to give him up to 7,500 pounds* of silver,
500 bushels* of wheat, 550 gallons of wine, 550 gallons
of olive oil,* and an unlimited supply of salt. 23Be careful
to provide whatever the God of heaven demands for his
Temple, for why should we risk bringing God's anger
against the realm of the king and his sons? 241 also
decree that no priest, Levite, singer, gatekeeper, Temple
servant, or other worker in this Temple of God will be
required to pay tribute, customs, or tolls of any kind.’

25“And you, Ezra, are to use the wisdom your God has
given you to appoint magistrates and judges who know

7:8 Hebrew in the fifth month. This month in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred within the months of August and Septemnber 458 B.C. his highest officers and
7:9a Hebrew on the first day of the first month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was April 8, 458 B.C; also see note on 6:15.  7:9b Hebre o
on the first day of the fifth month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was August 4, 458 B.C;;also see note on 6:15.  7:12 The original text ¢

your God’s laws to govern all the people in the proving I
west of the Euphrates River. Teach the law to anyone @
who does not know it. 26Anyone who refuses to obe
law of your God and the law of the king will be puni:
immediately, either by death, banishment, confisca
of goods, or imprisonment.”

.

“n named Sherebiah, along with eighteen of |
“thers. He was a very astute man and a descer
L. who was a descendant of Levi son of Israel *
- sent Hashabiah, together with Jeshaiah frorﬁ
~=7dants of Merari, and twenty of his sons and b
220 Temple servants. The Temple servants y
" nts to th_e Levites—a group of Temple workers
jatrer?eby King David and his officials. They were 2
“'And there by the Ahava Canal, I gave
st fast and humble ourselves begfore zzdreés(
7 »ed‘that he would give us a safe journey and pro
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“7amed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen
‘~pany us and protect us from enemies along th
— all, we had told the king, “Our God'’s hand of I
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Ezra Praises the LORD
27Praise the Lorp, the God of our ancestors, who made the
king want to beautify the Temple of the Lorp in Jerusalen
28And praise him for demonstrating such unfailing love
me by honoring me before the king, his council, and allh
mighty nobles! I felt encouraged because the gracious han
of the Lorp my God was on me. And I gathered some of th
leaders of Israel to return with me to Jerusalem.

Exiles Who Returned with Ezra
Hereisalist of the family leaders and the genealogies
those who came with me from Babylon during the reig

of King Artaxerxes: 3

2 From the family of Phinehas: Gershom.
From the family of Ithamar: Daniel. .
From the family of David: Hattush, 3a descendant

of Shecaniah. 3 t that the king, his council, his officials, and all thy
From the family of Parosh: Zechariah and 150 other ! Israel had presented for the Temple of Go
men were registered. =zhed the treasure as I gave it to them and found t

2 be as follows:

4 From the family of Pahath-moab: Eliehoenai son

of Zerahiah and 200 other men. “4 tons* of silver
5 From the family of Zattu*: Shecaniah son of Jahaziel 500 pounds* i ’
and 300 other men. “300 gounds o? ;(s)llger e

6 From the family of Adin: Ebed son of Jonathan and * D gold bowls, equal in value to 1 000 gold coins,*
! / oins,

50 other men. i _fnearti i :
7 From the family of Elam: Jeshaiah son of Athaliah and asegagltcli.des OrPRhet b PR
70 other men. 1 r
8 From the family of Shephatiah: Zebadiah son of Micha “*7d I said to these priests, “You and these treas
and 80 other mer. = been set apart as holy to the Lorp, This silver and
9 From the family of Joab: Obadiah son of Jehiel and _* "Oluntary offering to the Lorp, the God of our ances
218 other men. -2rd these treasures well until you present them tc

10 From the family of Bani*: Shelomith son of Josiphiah "2 Priests, the Levites, and the leaders of Israel,
i "' weigh them at the storerooms of the Lorp’s Tem' ]
11 From the £amily of Bebai: Zechariah son of Bebai il em.” 3080 the priests and the Levites accepteg
e e transporting these treasures of silver and gold to
12 Prom the family of AzgatJoHsian son of Hakkatil ¢ of our God in Jerusalem.
g b e broke camp at the Ahava Canal on April 19* ;
13 From the family of Adonikam, who came later*: =0 off to Jerusalem. And the gracious hand of our (
St el e el e, ed us and saved us from enemies and bandits al¢
14 From the family of Bigvai: Uthai, Zaccur,* and 70 othes’ ™ “2V. 250 we arrived safely in Jerusalem, where
ey or three days. ’
“n the fourth day after our arrival, the silver,
valuables were weighed at the Temple o%‘ﬁf’é
usted to Meremoth son of Uriah the priest and
son of Phinehas, along with Jozabad son of Jesh
Jad_lah son of Binnui—both of whom were Levit,
hing Wwas accounted for by number and weig
e mttérlll weight was officially recorded.
“en the exiles who had come out of captivi
Jumnt offerings to the God of Israel. Thegr [‘),;teyszig
»3u11s for all the people of Israel, as well as ninety-s
_:nd seventy-seven male lambs. They also offere
inalg 80ats as a sin offering. All this was given as

Ezra’s Journey to Jerusalem
15] assembled the exiles at the Ahava Canal, and we ca
there for three days while I went over the lists of the
and the priests who had arrived. I found that not one Le
had volunteered to come along. 6So I sent for Eliezer, A
Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zecharia
Meshullam, who were leaders of the people. I also sent
Joiarib and Elnathan, who were men of discernment. 1
them to Iddo, the leader of the Levites at Casiphia
him and his relatives and the Temple servants to sen
ministers for the Temple of God at Jerusalem.

18Since the gracious hand of our God was on us, the
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100 cors[18.2 kiloliters].  7:22¢ Aramaic 100baths (2.1 kiloliters] of wine, 100 baths of olive oil. ~ 8:5 As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 1 Esdrz the name that God gave t .
8:32); Hebrew lacks Zattu. ~ 8:10 As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 1 Esdras 8:36); Hebrew lacks Bani. 8:13 Or who were the last of his family. s0in8:26c, 81 gavetoJacob. 8:220r charioteers. 8:2e

8:14 Asin Greek and Syriac versions and an alternate reading of the Masoretic Text; the other alternate reads Zabbud.
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lendar. This day was April 19,458 B¢ also ses
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Ezra’s Prayer concerning Intermarriage
9 When these things had been done, the Jewish leaders
came to me and said, “Many of the people of Israel, and
even some of the priests and Levites, have not kept them-
selves separate from the other peoples living in the land.
They have taken up the detestable practices of the Canaan-
ites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites,
Egyptians, and Amorites. 2For the men of Israel have mar-
ried women from these people and have taken them as
wives for their sons. So the holy race has become polluted
by these mixed marriages. Worse yet, the leaders and offi-
cials have led the way in this outrage.”
3When I heard this, T tore my cloak and my shirt, pulled
hair from my head and beard, and sat down utterly shocked.
“Then all who trembled at the words of the God of Israel
Came and sat with me because of this outrage committed by
thereturned exiles. And I sat there utterly appalled until the
time of the evening sacrifice.
*At the time of the sacrifice, I stood up from where I had
sat in mourning with my clothes torn. I fell to my knees and
lifted my hands to the Lorp my God. €] prayed,

“0 my God, I am utterly ashamed; I blush to lift up my
face to you. For our sins are piled higher than our heads,
and our guilt has reached to the heavens. ’From the days
of our ancestors until now, we have been steeped in sin.
That is why we and our kings and our priests have been
at the mercy of the pagan kings of the land. We have
been killed, captured, robbed, and disgraced, just as we
are today.
8“But now we have been given a brief moment of
grace, for the Lorp our God has allowed a few of us to
survive as a remnant. He has given us security in this
holy place. Our God has brightened our eyes and
granted us some relief from our slavery. SFor we were
slaves, but in his unfailing love our God did not abandon
us in our slavery. Instead, he caused the kings of Persia
to treat us favorably. He revived us so we could rebuild
the Temple of our God and repair its ruins. He has given
us a protective wall in Judah and Jerusalem,
'0"And now, O our God, what can we say after all
of this? For once again we have abandoned your
commands! ""Your servants the prophets warned us
when they said, ‘The land Yyou are entering to possess is
totally defiled by the detestable practices of the people
living there. From one end to the other, the land is filled
with corruption. 2Don’t let your daughters marry their
sons! Don't take their daughters as wives for your sons.
Don't ever promote the peace and prosperity of those
nations. If you follow these instructions, you will be
strong and will enjoy the good things the land produces,
and you will leave this prosperity to your children
forever.’
"3"Now we are being punished because of our
Wwickedness and our great guilt. But we have actually
been punished far less than we deserve, for you, our God,
have allowed some of us to survive as a remnant. 4But
€ven so, we are again breaking your commands and
intermarrying with people who do these detestable
things. Won't your anger be enough to destroy us, so that
even this little remnant no longer survives? 150 Lorp,
God of Israel, you are just. We come before you in our
guilt as nothing but an escaped remnant, though in such
acondition none of us can stand in your presence.”
8:26b Hebrew 100 talents (3,400

grams in weight.  8:31 Hebrew on the twelfth day of the first month,
on6:15.  8:36 Hebrew the province beyond the river.
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The People Confess Their Sin
1 0 While Ezra prayed and made this confession, weep-
ing and lying face down on the ground in front of the
Temple of God, a very large crowd of people from Israel—
men, women, and children—gathered and wept bitterly with
him. 2Then Shecaniah son of Jehiel, a descendant of Elam,
said to Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God, for we
have married these pagan women of the land. But in spite of
this there is hope for Israel. 3Let us now make a covenant
with our God to divorce our pagan wives and to send them
away with their children. We will follow the advice given by
you and by the others who respect the commands of our
God. Let it be done according to the Law of God. 4Get up, for
it is your duty to tell us how to proceed in setting things
straight. We are behind you, so be strong and take action.”-

580 Ezra stood up and demanded that the leaders of the
priests and the Levites and all the people of Israel swear that
they would do as Shecaniah had said. And they all swore a
solemn oath. 6Then Ezra left the front of the Temple of God
and went to the room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib. He spent
the night* there without eating or drinking anything. He
was still in mourning because of the unfaithfulness of the
returned exiles.

Then a proclamation was made throughout Judah and
Jerusalem that all the exiles should come to Jerusalem.
8Those who failed to come within three days would, if the
leaders and elders so decided, forfeit all their property and
be expelled from the assembly of the exiles.

*Within three days, all the people of Judah and Benjamin
had gathered in Jerusalem. This took place on Decem-
ber 19,* and all the people were sitting in the square before
the Temple of God. They were trembling both because of
the seriousness of the matter and because it was raining.
9Then Ezra the priest stood and said to them: “You have
committed a terrible sin. By marrying pagan women, you
have increased Israel’s guilt. 1'So now confess your sin to
the Lorb, the God of your ancestors, and do what he de-
mands. Separate yourselves from the people of the land and
from these pagan women.”

12Then the whole assembly raised their voices and an-
swered, “Yes, you are right; we must do as you say!” '3Then
they added, “This isn't something that can be done in a day
or two, for many of us are involved in this extremely sinful
affair. And this is the rainy season, so we cannot stay out
here much longer. 14Let our leaders act on behalf of us all.
Let everyone who has a pagan wife come at a scheduled
time, accompanied by the leaders and judges of his city, so
that the fierce anger of our God concerning this affair may
be turned away from us.”

150nly Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvah
opposed this course of action, and they were supported by
Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite.

1680 this was the plan they followed. Ezra selected lead-
ers to represent their families, designating each of the rep-
10:6 As in parallel text at 1 Esdras 9:2; Hebrew reads He went.
This day was December 19,458 B.C;; also see note on 6:15.
was December 29,458 B.C;also see note on 6:15.
March 27,457 B.C; also see note on 6:15.

Malkijah. 10:37-38 Asin Greek version; Hebrew reads Jaasu, *Bani, Binnui.
Hebrew is uncertain.

10:9 Hebrew on the twentieth day of the ninth month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calend:
10:16 Hebrew On the first day of the tenth month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day
10:17 Hebrew By the first day of the first month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was
10:18 Hebrew Jozadak, a variant spelling of Jehozadak.

resentatives by name. On December 29,* the leader
down to investigate the matter. 17By March 27, the f
of the new year,* they had finished dealing with all the
who had married pagan wives.

NEHEMIAS

Author Possibly Ezra, although Nehemiah'
4 contributed to the book
‘stz Written Around 430 B.C.

Content It is easy to analyze, scrutinize, and
people who will do something abo
such a person steps forward. The st
distresses him: The city walls of Jert
small number of Jews who had retu
desperately needed the walls to be
o_btained permission from the king
situation and began to reconstruct |
Jerusalem, Nehemiah completed thi
to the glory of God. Ezra also led th

Those Guilty of Intermarriage

'8These are the priests who had married pagan wives:

From the family of Jeshua son of Jehozadak* and his
brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah.

* 19They vowed to divorce their wives, and they each
acknowledged their guilt by offering a ram as a guil
offering. .

20From the family of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah.

21From the family of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah,
Jehiel, and Uzziah.

22From the family of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishm
Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah.

23These are the Levites who were guilty: Jozabad, Shiiﬁ
Kelaiah (also called Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and
Eliezer.

24This is the singer who was guilty: Eliashib.

R G Cad e guilty: Shallum, ’ - ese are the memoirs of Nehemiah son of Hacalia
Telem, and Uri. ! i
=vemiah’s Concern for Jerusalem
autumn, in the month of Kislev, in the twentieth
g Artaxerxes' reign,* I was at the fortress of Susa. 2
- one of my brothers, came to visit me with some ot
who had just arrived from Judah. I asked them ab
’s who had returned there from captivity and ab
* 1ings were going in Jerusalem.
- 7ey said to me, “Things are not going well for th
province of Judah, They are in gr
. and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been tc
T, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.”
“henTheard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for da
ired, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven. 5The

2These are the other people of Israel who were guilty: -
From the family of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah,
Mijamin, Eleazar, Hashabiah,* and Benaiah. 3
26From the family of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel,
Abdi, Jeremoth, and Elijah. >
27From the family of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniat
Jeremoth, Zabad, and Aziza. 2 ¢
28From the family of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai
and Athlai. 3
2From the family of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah,
Jashub, Sheal, and Jeremoth. k-
30From the family of Pahath-moab: Adna, Kelal, Benaiah
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh.
31From the family of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijah,
Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32Benjamin, Malluch, and
Shemariah. :
33From the family of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabat
Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.
34From the family of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, 35Benaial
Bedeiah, Keluhi, 36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu. :
38From the family of Binnui*: Shimei, 3°Shelemiah, Nathz
Adaiah, “Macnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 4'Azarel,
Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42Shallum, Amariah, and Jose
43From the family of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebin
Jaddai, Joel, and Benaiah.

"0 Lorn, God of heaven, the great and awesome God
*710 keeps his covenant of unfailing love with those wt
ve him and obey his commands, slisten to my prayer!
20k down and see me praying night and day for your
>=ople Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you
“=5, even my own family and I have sinned! 7We have
f'nned temply by not obeying the commands, decrees,
{fs gggulanons that you gave us through your servant
_5'Please remember what you told your servant Moses
- you are unfaithful to me, I will scatter you among
e nations. ?But if you return to me and obey my
-ommands and live by them, then even if you are exiled
- D the ends of the earth, T will bring you back to the
_:Aa1ce I have chosen for my name to be honored.’
*“The people you rescued by your eat po
sirong hqnd are your servants. 131(); Lor%ir, plegsma;aarnrfly
orayer! Listen to the prayers of those of us who delight
7 honoring you. Please grant me success today by

making the king favorable to me. * Put it into hi
‘0 bekind to me.” A

“4Each of these men had a pagan wife, and some even h
children by these wives.*

10:25 As in parallel text at 1 Esdras 9:26; Hebrew reads
10:44 Or and they sent them away with their children. The meaning of the

“ose days I was the king's cup-bearer.

“iebrew In the month of
rdsand related accura

T ! probably refers to the reign of Ki
ebyew In the month .oszsan. This month of the ancient He%nrew Iurnéfcralﬁ
ovince beyond the river; also in 2:9, 2:9 Or charioteers.




sentatives by name. On December 29,* the lead :
wn to investigate the matter. 17By March 27, the fir

‘The new year,* they had finished dealing with all the
70 had married pagan wives. A

10se Guilty of Intermarriage Ui
These are the priests who had married pagan wives:
om the family of Jeshua son of Jehozadak* and his
brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah.
*sThey vowed to divorce their wives, and they e:
acknowledged their guilt by offering a ram as a gui
offering. :
=rom the family of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah.
-rom the family of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shema
Jehiel, and Uzziah.
-rom the family of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ish
Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah.

These are the Levites who were guilty: Jozabad, Shim
Kelaiah (also called Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and
Eliezer.

INEHEMIAH

contributed to the book
ritten Around 430 B.C.

Thisisthe sinéer who was guilty: Eliashib.

2se are the gatekeepers who were guilty: Shallum, s are the memoirs of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah.

Telem, and Uri.

"hese are the other people of Israel who were guilty
om the family of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah,
Mijamin, Eleazar, Hashabiah,* and Benaiah, .
7om the family of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehie
Abdi, Jeremoth, and Elijah.
‘rom the family of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattan:
Jeremoth, Zabad, and Aziza.

rom the family of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Za
and Athlai.

rom the family of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch,
fzshub, Sheal, and Jeremoth. -
Tom the family of Pahath-moab: Adna, Kelal, Bena
%4zaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasse®
Tom the family of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijak
Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32Benjamin, Malluch, and
Shemariah. 3
rom the family of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zz
Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei. ’
rom the family of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, 35Bex
Sedeiah, Keluhi, 36Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
“"Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu. .
rom the family of Binnui*: Shimei, 3%Shelemiah, Na
Adaiah, ©“Macnadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 4'Azarel,
Shelemiah, Shemariah, 42Shallum, Amariah, and Jos
rom the family of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zz
'addai, Joel, and Benaiah.

=Each of these men had a pagan wife, and some e
idren by these wives.*

Swentieth day of the ninth month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar ca
= Zay of the tenth month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar g;a_lendar.
== first month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day
£lehozadak.  10:25 Asin parallel text at 1 Esdras 9:26; He brew =
2 Or and they sent them away with their children. The meaning.

=7iah’s Concern for Jerusalem

‘tumn, in the month of Kislev, in the twentieth year

rtaxerxes’ reign,* Iwas at the fortress of Susa. 2Ha-

= of my brothers, came to visit me with some other

" v70 had just arrived from Judah. I asked them about
= who had returned there from captivity and about

s were going in Jerusalem.

said to me, “Things are not going well for those

“umed to the province of Judah. They are in great
2nd disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn

the gates have been destroyed by fire.”
=n Theard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days
2d, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven. SThen I

.;f

- --&D, God of heaven, the great and awesome God

"= <eeps his covenant of unfailing love with those who

‘m and obey his commands, Slisten to my prayer!

down and see me praying night and day for your

2 Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you.
‘en my own family and I have sinned! 7We have

erribly by not obeying the commands, decrees,

=gulations that you gave us through your servant

*“lease remember what you told your servant Moses:

are unfaithful to me, I will scatter you among

tions. *But if you return to me and obey my

2nds and live by them, then even if you are exiled

ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the

! have chosen for my name to be honored.’

The people you rescued by your great power and

hand are your servants. 110 Lord, please hear my

Listen to the prayers of those of us who delight

oring you. Please grant me success today by

g the king favorable to me.* Put it into his heart

<ind tome.”

= days I'was the king’s cup-bearer.

beyond the river; also in 2:9.  2:9 Or charioteers.

“uthor Possibly Ezra, although Nehemiah’s words are w

’

ritten in first person, suggesting that he

-ontent It is easy to analyze, scrutinize, and talk about all the problems in the world, but we really need
people who will do something about them. The
such a person steps forward. The story begins as
distresses him: The city walls of Jerusalem were broken down, and the city was defenseless. The
small number of Jews who had returned to their homeland after decades of Babylonian captivity
desperately needed the walls to be rebuilt. Nehemiah knew that the task could not wait, so he
obtained permission from the king of Persia and
situation and began to reconstruct the walls. Despite several setbacks from the enemies of
Jerusalem, Nehemiah completed the task within

to the glory of God. Ezra also led the people to recommit themselves to following God'’s laws.

book of Nehemiah shows what happens when
Nehemiah learns of a problem that greatly

traveled to Jerusalem. There he surveyed the

a very short time, and the walls were dedicated

Nehemiah Goes to Jerusalem

2 Early the following spring, in the month of Nisan,* dur-
ing the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign, I was

serving the king his wine. I had never before appeared sad

in his presence. 280 the king asked me, “Why are you look-

ing so sad? You don't look sick to me. You must be deeply

troubled.”

Then I was terrified, 3but I replied, “Long live the king!
How can I not be sad? For the city where my ancestors are
buried is in ruins, and the gates have been destroyed by
fire.”

“The king asked, “Well, how can T help you?”

With a prayer to the God of heaven, 5T replied, “If it please
the king, and if you are pleased with me, your servant, send
me to Judah to rebuild the city where my ancestors are bur-
ied.” 4

$The king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked, “How
long will you be gone? When will you return?” After I told
him howlong Iwould be gone, the king agreed to my request.

“Ialso said to the king, “If it please the King, let me have
letters addressed to the governors of the province west of
the Euphrates River* instructing them to let me travel safely
through their territories on my way to Judah. 8And please

give me a letter addressed to Asaph, the manager of the
king's forest, instructing him to give me timber. I will need it
to make beams for the gates of the Temple fortress, for the
city walls, and for a house for myself.” And the king granted
these requests, because the gracious hand of God was on me.

When I came to the governors of the province west of
the Euphrates River, I delivered the Kking’s letters to them.
The king, I should add, had sent along army officers and

horsemen* to protect me. 1°But when Sanballat the Horo-
nite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard of my arrival,
they were very displeased that someone had come to help
the people of Israel.

Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem’s Wall
180 I arrived in Jerusalem. Three days later, 2[ slipped out
during the night, taking only a few others with me. I had
not told anyone about the plans God had put in my heart
'n the month of Kislev of the twentieth year. A number of dates in the book of Nehemiah can
related accurately to our modern calendar. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar

8.C. The twentieth year probably refers to the reign of King Artaxerxes I; compare 2:1; 5:14.

the month of Nisan. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred within the months of April and May 445 B.C.

be cross-checked with dates in surviving Persian
occurred within the months of November and

1:11 Hebrew today in the sight of this man.
2:7 Hebrew
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for Jerusalem. We took no pack animals with us except the
donkey I was riding. 3After dark I went out through the
Valley Gate, past the Jackal's Well,* and over to the Dung
Gate to inspect the broken walls and burned gates. 14Then I
went to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but my
donkey couldn’t get through the rubble. 15So, though it was
still dark, I went up the Kidron Valley* instead, inspecting
the wall before I turned back and entered again at the Val-
ley Gate.

16The city officials did not know I had been out there or
what I was doing, for I had not yet said anything to anyone
about my plans. Thad not yet spoken to the Jewish leaders—
the priests, the nobles, the officials, or anyone else in the ad-
ministration. 7But now I said to them, “You know very well
what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates
have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of Jeru-
salem and end this disgrace!” '8Then I told them about how
the gracious hand of God had been on me, and about my
conversation with the king.

They replied at once, “Yes, let's rebuild the wall!” So they
began the good work.

19But when Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem the Arab heard
of our plan, they scoffed contemptuously. “What are you do-
ing? Are you rebelling against the king?” they asked.

20 replied, “The God of heaven will help us succeed. We,
his servants, will start rebuilding this wall. But you have no
share, legal right, or historic claim in Jerusalem.”

Rebuilding the Wall of Jerusalem
3 Then Eliashib the high priest and the other priests
started to rebuild at the Sheep Gate. They dedicated it

and set up its doors, building the wall as far as the Tower of
the Hundred, which they dedicated, and the Tower of Hana-
nel. 2People from the town of Jericho worked next to them,
and beyond them was Zaccur son of Imri.

3The Fish Gate was built by the sons of Hassenaah. They
laid the beams, set up its doors, and installed its bolts and
bars. “Meremoth son of Uriah and grandson of Hakkoz re-
paired the next section of wall. Beside him were Meshullam
son of Berekiah and grandson of Meshezabel, and then
Zadok son of Baana. 5Next were the people from Tekoa,
though their leaders refused to work with the construction
SUpervisors.

6The Old City Gate* was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah
and Meshullam son of Besodeiah. They laid the beams, set
up its doors, and installed its bolts and bars. 7Next to them
were Melatiah from Gibeon, Jadon from Meronoth, people
from Gibeon, and people from Mizpah, the headquarters of
the governor of the province west of the Euphrates River.*
8Next was Uzziel son of Harhaiah, a goldsmith by trade, who
also worked on the wall. Beyond him was Hananiah, a manu-
facturer of perfumes. They left out a section of Jerusalem as
they built the Broad Wall.*

9Rephaiah son of Hur, the leader of half the district of Je-
rusalem, was next to them on the wall. 19Next Jedaiah son of
Harumaph repaired the wall across from his own house, and
next to him was Hattush son of Hashabneiah. 1"Then came

ah, led by Hanun. They set up its doors and installed itsh
and bars. They also repaired the 1,500 feet* of wall to
Dung Gate.

14The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of Re

the leader of the Beth-hakkerem district. He rebuilt it, se

its doors, and installed its bolts and bars.
15The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallum* son of

hozeh, the leader of the Mizpah district. He rebuilt it, roa
it,set upits doors, and installed its bolts and bars. Then he
paired the wall of the pool of Siloam* near the king’s gart
and he rebuilt the wall as far as the stairs that descend fz

the City of David. '6Next to him was Nehemiah son of Az

the leader of half the district of Beth-zur. He rebuilt the

from a place across from the tombs of David's family 2
as the water reservoir and the House of the Warriors.

7Next to him, repairs were made by a group of Lew

working under the supervision of Rehum son of Bani.
came Hashabiah, the leader of half the district of
who supervised the building of the wall on behalf of his
district. '8Next down the line were his countrymen

Binnui* son of Henadad, the leader of the other half of

district of Keilah.

19Next to them, Ezer son of Jeshua, the leader of Mizp

repaired another section of wall across from the as

the armory near the angle in the wall. 20Next to him was
uch son of Zabbai, who zealously repaired an additionals
tion from the angle to the door of the house of Eliashib
high priest. 2IMeremoth son of Uriah and grandson
Hakkoz rebuilt another section of the wall extending fr

the door of Eliashib’s house to the end of the house.

22The next repairs were made by the priests from the
rounding region. 22After them, Benjamin and Hasshub:
paired the section across from their house, and Azaria
of Maaseiah and grandson of Ananiah repaired the sect
across from his house. 24Next was Binnui son of Henad
who rebuilt another section of the wall from Aza
house to the angle and the corner. 25Palal son of Uzai carmi
on the work from a point opposite the angle and the to
that projects up from the king’s upper house beside
court of the guard. Next to him were Pedaiah son of Parc
26with the Temple servants living on the hill of Ophel, w
repaired the wall as far as a point across from the Wa
Gate to the east and the projecting tower. 27Then came
people of Tekoa, who repaired another section across fra
the great projecting tower and over to the wall of Ophel.

28Above the Horse Gate, the priests repaired the

Each one repaired the section immediately across from
own house. 22Next Zadok son of Immer also rebuilt the
across from his own house, and beyond him was Shema

son of Shecaniah, the'gatekeeper of the East Gate. 30

Hananiah son of Shelemiah and Hanun, the sixth son
Zalaph, repaired another section, while Meshullam son
Berekiah rebuilt the wall across from where he lived. 31\
kijah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired the wall as far ast
housing for the Temple servants and merchants, acr
from the Inspection Gate. Then he continued as far as
upper room at the corner. 32The other goldsmiths and me

“17=7s, “What does this bunch of poor, feeble
= doing? Do they think they can build the wal
= Just offering a few sacrifices?* Do they act
-2n make something of stones from a rubb
C Tharred ones at that?”
obiah the Ammonite, who was standing b
ked, “That stone wall would collapse if e
d along the top of it!”
“hen I prayed, “Hear us, our God, for we
“wed. May their scoffing fall back on their o
may they themselves become captives in
- *Do not ignore their guilt. Do not blot out
—ey have provoked you to anger here in fror
Iiders.”

“A1 last the wall was completed to half i
#mnd the entire city, for the people had wor
“rusiasm.

““Butwhen Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs,
== and Ashdodites heard that the work was goi
7 that the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem were
wred, they were furious. 8They all made plans to ¢
"7 against Jerusalem and throw us into confus
W= 2rayed to our God and guarded the city day anc
“rzct ourselves.

“Then the people of Judah began to compl:
“rkers are getting tired, and there is so much ruk
“ved. Wewillnever be able to build the wall byou

‘Meanwhile, our enemies were saying, “Bef

‘“ow what's happening, we will swoop down on t

" them and end their work.”
“The Jews who lived near the enemy came ang

7 and again, “They will come from all direct

i us!"* 13Sq I placed armed guards behind th
s of the wall in the exposed areas. I stationed th
- © #iand guard by families, armed with swords, Spe

WS,

“Then asIlooked over the situation, I called toge

““=esand the rest of the people and said to them, *

“=1d of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is gl

ious, an[d fight for your brothers, your sons, you
your wives, and your homes!”

“When our enemies heard that we knew of the
. that God had frustrated them, we all returnec
“=7 on the wall. "6But from then on, only half
«rked while the other half stood guard with

:2lds, bows, and coats of mail. The leaders st;

1selves behind the people of Judah 7who were |
vall. The laborers carried on their work with or
porting their load and one hand holding a weapc

uilders had a sword belted to their side. The tru

=ved with me to sound the alarm.

““Then I explained to the nobles and officials anc

=ople, “The work is very spread out, and we are wids

d from each other along the wall. 20When youh

=t of the trumpet, rush to wherever it is sounding
“= God will fight for ust”

“'We worked early and late, from sunrise to suns

Malkijah son of Harim and Hasshub son of Pahath-moab, chantsrepaired the wall from that corner to the Sheep Ga

who repaired another section of the wall and the Tower of

the Ovens. 2Shallum son of Hallohesh and his daughtersre- Enemies Oppose the Rebuild ing

paired the next section. He was the leader of the other half 4 T*Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we we

of the district of Jerusalem. ) rebuilding the wall. He flew into a rage and mocked
13The Valley Gate was repaired by the people from Zano- Jews, 2saying in front of his friends and the Samarian a

2:13 Or Serpent’s Well.  2:15 Hebrew thevalley. 3:6 Or The Mishneh Gate, ot The Jeshanah Gate. 3:7 Hebrew the province beyond the river.

3:8 Or They fortified Jerusalem up to the Broad Wall. ~ 3:13 Hebrew 1,000 cubits [450 metersl. 3:15a Asin Syriac version; Hebrew reads Shallun.

3:15b Hebrew pool of Shelah, another name for the pool of Siloam.  3:18 As in a few Hebrew manuscripts, some Greek manuscripts, and Syriac version
(see also 3:24; 10:9); most Hebrew manuscripts read Bavvai.  4:1 Verses 4:1-6 are numbered 3:33-38 in Hebrew text,

=7 the men were always on guard. [ also told everyc
"2 outside the walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way th
“=ir servants could help with guard duty at night an
ing the day. During this time, none of us—not L1
: s, NOr my servants, nor the guards who wer
- T=—ever took off our clothes. We carried our weapor
= atall times, even when we went for water.*
The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.  4:5 Or for they have t

 The mganing of ghe Hebrew is uncertain.  4:23 Or Each carriec
“= Hebrewis uncertain.  5:14 That is, 445-433 B.C. 5:15 Hebrew
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un. They set up its doors and installed its
v also repaired the 1,500 feet* of

s, “What does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think Nehemiah Defends the Oppressed
doing? Do they think they can build the wall in a single About this time some of the men and their wives raised
“ Just offering a few sacrifices?* Do they actually think a cry of protest against their fellow Jews. 2They were

2n make something of stones from a rubbish heap— saying, “We have such large families. We need more food
arred ones at that?” to survive.”

“-oiah the Ammonite, who was standing beside him, 30thers said, “We have mortgaged our fields, vineyards,

“mirked, “That stone wall would collapse if even a fox and homes to get food during the famine.”
along the top of it!” 4And others said, “We have had to borrow money on our
en I prayed, “Hear us, our God, for we are being fields and vineyards to pay our taxes. SWe belong to the
‘ieed. May their scoffing fall back on their own heads, same family as those who are wealthy, and our children are
ay they themselves become captives in a foreign just like theirs. Yet we must sell our children into slavery
Do not ignore their guilt. Do not blot out their sins, just to get enough money to live. We have already sold sorme
have provoked you to anger here in front of* the of our daughters, and we are helpless to do anything about
~ it, for our fields and vineyards are already mortgaged to
ast the wall was completed to half its height others.” |
d the entire city, for the people had worked with  $When I heard their complaints, I was very angry. 7After

lasm. thinking it over, I spoke out against these nobles and offi-
Jtwhen Sanballatand Tobiah and the Arabs, Ammon- cials. I told them, “You are hurting your own relatives by
'd Ashdodites heard that the work was going ahead charging interest when they borrow money!” Then I called a
at the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem were being re- public meeting to deal with the problem.

they were furious. 8They all made planstocomeand ~ 8Atthe meetingI said to them, “We are doing all we can to
gainst Jerusalem and throw us into confusion. But redeem our Jewish relatives who have had to sell themselves ‘
ved to our God and guarded the city day and night to  to pagan foreigners, but you are selling them back into slav- { Ii
tourselves. ery again. How often must we redeem them?” And they had
ien the people of Judah began to complain, “The nothing to say in their defense.
7 are getting tired, and there is somuch rubbletobe ~ 9Then I pressed further, “What you are doing is not right!
Wewillnever be able to build the wall by ourselves.”  Should you not walk in the fear of our God in order to avoid I
‘ ‘eanwhile, our enemies were saying, “Before they being mocked by enemy nations? 19 myself, as well as my I ‘)‘
‘i what's happening, we will swoop down on them and  brothers and my workers, have been lending the people
I 7=m and end their work.” money and grain, but now let us stop this business of charg-
72 Jews who lived near the enemy came and told us ing interest. 1"You must restore their fields, vineyards, olive
nd again, “They will come from all directions and groves, and homes to them this very day. And repay the in-
usi"* 1380 I placed armed guards behind the lowest terest you charged when you lent them money, grain, new I
I the wallin the exposed areas. I stationed the people Wwine, and olive oil.”
d guard by families, armed with swords, spears, and 12They replied, “We will give back everything and de-
m mand nothing more from the people. We will do as you say.”

“nenasTlooked over the situation, I called together the Then I called the priests and made the nobles and officials

and the rest of the people and said to them, “Don’tbe  swear to do what they had promised.
of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is greatand ~ "3I shook out the folds of my robe and said, “If you fail to
=, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daugh- keep your promise, may God shake you like this from your
Jr wives, and your homes!” homes and from your property!”
"7en our enemies heard that we knew of their plans ~ The whole assembly responded, “Amen,” and they
2t God had frustrated them, we all returned to our praised the Lorp. And the people did as they had promised.
7 the wall. 16But from then on, only half my men "4For the entire twelve years that I was governor of Ju-
=X while the other half stood guard with spears, dah—from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of
bows, and coats of mail. The leaders stationed the reign of King Artaxerxes*—neither I nor my officials
s behind the people of Judah '7who were building drew on our official food allowance. SThe former gover-
The laborers carried on their work with one hand nors, in contrast, had laid heavy burdens on the people,
“ing their load and one hand holding a weapon. '#All demanding a daily ration of food and wine, besides forty
dershad a sword belted to their side. The trumpeter pieces* of silver. Even their assistants took advantage of the
+1th me to sound the alarm. people. But because I feared God, I did not act that way.
=n [ explained to the nobles and officials and all the '6] also devoted myself to working on the wall and re-
= The work is very spread out, and we are widely sep- fused to acquire any land. And I required all my servants to
‘rom each other along the wall. 2When you hear the  spend time working on the wall. 7] asked for nothing, even
the trumpet, rush to wherever it is sounding. Then though I regularly fed 150 Jewish officials at my table, be-
< will fight for us!” sides all the visitors from other lands! '8The provisions I
= worked early and late, from sunrise to sunset. And paid for each day included one ox, six choice sheep or goats,
men were always on guard. 22[ also told everyoneliv- and a large number of poultry. And every ten days we
‘de the walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way they and needed a large supply of all kinds of wine. Yet I refused to
~vants could help with guard duty at night and work claim the governor’s food allowance because the people al-
e day. ZDuring this time, none of us—not I normy ready carried a heavy burden.
nor my servants, nor the guards who were with
took off our clothes. We carried our weaponswith ~ 9Remember, O my God, all that I have done for these
fimes, even when we went for water.* people, and bless me for it.
ing of the Hebrew is uncertain. ~ 4:5 Or for they have thrown insults in the face of.  4:7 Verses 4:7-23 are numbered 4:1-17 in Hebrew text.

zning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 4:23 Or Each carried his weapon in his right hand. Hebrew reads Each his weapon the water. The meaning of
«suncertain.  5:14Thatis, 445-433BC.  5:15 Hebrew 40 shekels (1 pound, or 456 grams). :
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3 the wall from that corner to the Sheen

bose the Rebuilding
Twas very angry when he learned thz
the wall. He flew into a rage and
1 front of his friends and the Samara
* 3:7 Hebrew the province beyond the river

215a As in Syriac version; Hebrew reads i

zscripts, some Greek manuscripts, and Syriac
-38 in Hebrew text.
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Continued Opposition to Rebuilding
Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our
enemies found out that I had finished rebuilding the
wall and that no gaps remained—though we had not yet set
up the doors in the gates. 2So Sanballat and Geshem sent a
message asking me to meet them at one of the villages* in
the plain of Ono.

ButIrealized they were plotting to harm me, 3so I replied
by sending this message to them: “I am engaged in a great
work, so I can’t come. Why should I stop working to come
and meet with you?”

“Four times they sent the same message, and each time I
gave the same reply. 5The fifth time, Sanballat’s servant
came with an open letter in his hand, ¢and this is what it
said:

“There is a rumor among the surrounding nations, and

Geshem* tells me it is true, that you and the Jews are

planning to rebel and that is why you are building the

wall. According to his reports, you plan to be their king.
7He also reports that you have appointed prophets in

Jerusalem to proclaim about you, ‘Look! There is a king

inJudah!

“You can be very sure that this report will get back to
the king, so I suggest that you come and talk it over with
me.”

8lreplied, “There is no truth in any part of your story. You

are making up the whole thing.”

9They were just trying to intimidate us, imagining that
they could discourage us and stop the work. So I continued
the work with even greater determination.* "

T0Later I went to visit Shemaiah son of Delaiah and
grandson of Mehetabel, who was confined to his home. He
said, “Let us meet together inside the Temple of God and
bolt the doors shut. Your enemies are coming to kill you
tonight.”

11But Ireplied, “Should someone in my position run from
danger? Should someone in my Posiﬁon enter the Temple
to save his life? No, I won't do it!” 12I realized that God had
not spoken to him, but that he had uttered this prophecy
against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.
13They were hoping to intimidate me and make me sin.
Then they would be able to accuse and discredit me.

14Remember, O my God, all the evil things that Tobiah
and Sanballat have done. And remember Noadiah the
prophet and all the prophets like her who have tried to
intimidate me.

The Builders Complete the Wall
1550 on October 2* the wall was finished—just fifty-two
days after we had begun. 16When our enemies and the sur-
rounding nations heard about it, they were frightened and
humiliated. They realized this work had been done with the
help of our God.

7During those fifty-two days, many letters went back
and forth between Tobiah and the nobles of Judah. '8For
many in Judah had sworn allegiance to him because his
father-in-law was Shecaniah son of Arah, and his son Jeho-
hanan was married to the daughter of Meshullam son of
Berekiah. 19They kept telling me about Tobiah’s good deeds,
and then they told him everything I said. And Tobiah kept
sending threatening letters to intimidate me.

7 After the wall was finished and I had set up the doo
the gates, the gatekeepers, singers, and Levites w
pointed. 2I gave the responsibility of governing Jerus:
my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah, the comman
of the fortress, for he was a faithful man who feared
more than most. 31 said to them, “Do not leave the g
open during the hottest part of the day.* And even whil
gatekeepers are on duty, have them shut and bar the d
Appoint the residents of Jerusalem to act as guards,
one on a regular watch. Some will serve at sentry po
some in front of their own homes.”

Nehemiah Registers the People :

4At that time the city was large and spacious, but the popu
tion was small, and none of the houses had been rebuilt. !
my God gave me the idea to call together all the nobles
leaders of the city, along with the ordinary citizens, for
istration. I had found the genealogical record of those w
had first returned to Judah. This is what was written there

Here is the list of the Jewish exiles of the provinces wi
returned from their captivity. King Nebuchadnezzar h
deported them to Babylon, but now they returned to
Jerusalem and the other towns in Judah where they« -
- originally lived. 7Their leaders were Zerubbabel, Jesh
Nehemiah, Seraiah,* Reelaiah,* Nahamani, Mordecai,
Bilshan, Mispar,* Bigvai, Rehum,* and Baanah.
This is the number of the men of Israel who returned
from exile:
8The familyof Parosh. . . .. ... .........
2The family of Shephatiah
10The familyof Arah . ... ...............
11 The family of Pahath-moab (descendants
of JeshuaandJoab) . . . . . .. P AR E VNG .
2Thefamilyof Elam. ... ..............
3ThefamilyofZattu...................
"4ThefamilyofZaccai . . ................
'sThefamilyof Bani*. . .. ............... 64
16The familyof Bebai. . .. ............... 28
"7The familyof Azgad . . .. .............
8The family of Adonikam. . . .. ........... 667
19The family of Bigvai
20The familyof Adin . . ................. 652
21 The family of Ater (descendants of Hezekiah). . . . 9
22The familyof Hashum . . . .. .......... .. 32
BThe familyof Bezai. ............ 2 e i Y
2ThefamilyofJorah* . ... ... ... .........
25The family of Gibbar* . ... ..............9
26The people of Bethlehem and Netophah
ZThepeopleof Anathoth . . ... ...........
28The people of Beth-azmaveth .. .........
29The people of Kiriath-jearim, Kephirah, .
andBeeroth. . . ........ Ve % ot bR B
30The people of Ramahand Geba. . . .. .......
31Thepeopleof Micmash . . .. ............
32The people of Betheland Ai. . ... .........
33The people of WestNebo* . . .. ..........
34The citizens of West Elam*. . . . ... ... ...
35Thecitizensof Harim . . .. .............
36The citizensof Jericho. . . .. ............ 4

Zarzillai—also returned. (This Barzillai had married a
woman who was a descendant of Barzillai of Gilead, and
"¢ had taken her family name.) 64They searched for
their names in the genealogical records, but they were
notfound, so they were disqualified from serving as
oriests. $5The governor told them not to eat the priests’
share of food from the sacrifices until a priest could
“onsult the Lorp about the matter by using the Urim
2nd Thummim~—the sacred lots.

“hecitizens of Lod, Hadid, and Ono

......... ¥
“ Thecitizensof Senaah. ... .. ... .. .. . 3,93(
“These are the priests who returned from exile:
“ne family of Jedaiah (through the line
of Jeshtla) o ifayy She i 0 s agsl o 973
“Thefamilyof Immer. . . .. ..., . . ... 1,052
“nefamilyof Pashhur. . . ..., .. ... 1,247
“Thefamilyof Harim. ... ... .. .. ... .. 1,017
“~These are the Levites who returned from exile:
The families of Jeshua and Kadmiel
(descendants of Hodaviah®). . . . . ... .. 74
~ The singers of the family of Asaph...... . ... 148
“ The gatekeepers of the families of Shallum,
Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita, and Shobai . . . . 1 38

“The descendants of the following Temple servants
“=turned from exile:
Ziha, Hasupha, Tabbaoth,
“ Keros, Siaha,* Padon,
“ Lebanah, Hagabah, Shalmai,
“ Hanan, Giddel, Gahar,
* Reaiah, Rezin, Nekoda,
~ Gazzam, Uzza, Paseah,

~ Besai, Meunim, Nephusim,*
- Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,
~ Bazluth,* Mehida, Harsha,
~ Barkos, Sisera, Temah,

* Neziah, and Hatipha.

“The descendants of these servants of King Solomon
“=turned from exile;

Sotai, Hassophereth, Peruda *

~ Jaalah,* Darkon, Giddel,
* Shephatiah, Hattil, Pokereth-hazzebaim, and Ami_*

“Inall, the Temple servants and the descendants of
Solomon’s servants numbered 397,

S'Another group returned at this time from the towns

- Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan,* and Immer.
“lowever, they could not prove that they or their families
were descendants of Israel. 62This group included the
“amilies of Delaiah, Tobiah, and Nekoda—a total of

542 people.

53Three families of priests—Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and

P et et e

%680 a total of 42,360 people returned to Judah,

*/in addition to 7,337 servants and 245 singers,both ~ w
men and women. 68They took with them 736 horses, fi
245 mules,* 62435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. G

G_ As in parallel text at Ezra 2:40; Hebrew reads Hodevah. 7:47 Asin parallel te

ew reads Neghushesim. 7:54 Asin parallel text at Ezra 2:5 2; Hebrew reads Ba
7:58 As in parallel text at Ezra 2:56; Hebrew reads Jaala. 7:59 Asin parall
ebrew reads Addon. 7:68 Asin some Hebrew manuscripts (see also Ezra 2-6

6:2 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads at Kephirim. ~6:6 Hebrew Gashmu, a variant spelling of Geshem. ~ 6:9 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads But now
strengthenmy hands.  6:15 Hebrew on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was October 2,445 B.C;;al
seenoteon 1:1.  7:3 Or Keep the gates of Jerusalem closed until the sunishot. 7:7a Asin parallel text at Ezra 2:2; Hebrgw reads Azariah. 7:7b Asin

parallel text at Ezra 2:2; Hebrew reads Raamiah. 7:7c Asin
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brother Hanani, along with Hananiah, the commans
e fortress, for he was a faithful man who feared
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=irned from exile:
Ziha, Hasupha, Tabbaoth,

* Xeros, Siaha,* Padon,

“ 'ebanah, Hagabah, Shalmai,

“ Hanan, Giddel, Gahar,

* “eaiah, Rezin, Nekoda,
-azzam, Uzza, Paseah,

~ 3esai, Meunim, Nephusim,*
“akbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,

© Zazluth,* Mehida, Harsha,
=arkos, Sisera, Temah,

" “eziah, and Hatipha.

Here is the list of the Jewish exiles of the provin
eturned from their captivity. King Nebuchadne:
l'iponed them to Babylon, but now they returned te
erusalem and the other towns in Judah where they
riginally lived. 7Their leaders were Zerubbabel, Jesh
Nehemiah, Seraiah,* Reelaiah,* Nahamani, Mort
8iishan, Mispar,* Bigvai, Rehum,* and Baanah.

"his is the number of the men of Israel who returnes
Tom exile: v
8The familyofParosh. . . ... ..........%
#The family of Shephatiah . . . . . ... ... .. ]
*ThefamilyofArah . .. .............. <8
*The family of Pahath-moab (descendants
- ofJeshuaandfoab) . . . . . .. W 41 =

¢ descendants of these servants of King Solomon
~ned from exile:
Sotai, Hassophereth, Peruda,*
" zalah,* Darkon, Giddel,

The gam?}y °£ glitr?] """"""""" ~nephatiah, Hattil, Pokereth-hazzebaim, and Ami *

*ThefamilyofZattu. . ................ E

oxhe fam@ly of Zac‘.:fl B et i ente * - 2ll, the Temple servants and the descendants of
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“The familyofBebai. . ................ :

"ThefamilyofAzgad . . ...............2

*The famiti of Ad%nikam ............... g -melah, Tel-harsha, Kerub, Addan,* and Immer.

*The familyof Bigvai . ........., ... ..2

*The gﬁlz of A(%i\ll'l .................. F = descendants of Israel. 62This group included the

" The family of Ater (descendants of Hezekiah). . ies olf Delaiah, Tobiah, and Nekoda—a total of

2The family of Hashum . . . .. ........... “Zpeople. |

3The ?:xg gf Bezai. .. ... [ :. . [ o e Three families of priests—Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and

“The family of Jorah* . . . ... ... ... Pr lai—also returned. (This Barzillai had married a

sThe familyof Gibbar* . . . ... .......... : 2n who was a descendant of Barzillai of Gilead, and

=The le of Bethlehem and Netophah . . . . =d taken her family name.) 64They searched for

" Th people ofAnathoth . . . ... ......... 1ames in the genealogical records, but they were

.-m: people of Beth-azmaveth, . . T und, so they were disqualified from serving as

*Th peopl of Kiriath-jearim, l(-ei)ﬁfrah - %The governor told them not to eat the priests’
:;; %2;()&‘ ) ; Yis i °f food from the sacrifices until a priest could

"""""""""" : *- !t the Lorp about the matter by using the Urim

:The peop%e 01; I;Aairzlrz;g:}?d Geba........ e e

e people Of Betheland Ai . . . . . ... a total of 42,360 people returned to Judah,

:Thepeople ofw ? Nebo* . . ... 7 =idition to 7,337 servants and 245 singers, both

l’Ihepgppeo £ = tElam*. . . ' 2nd women. $8They took with them 736 horses,

e citizens Of ‘ge§ Mo iif o i * Tules* 9435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.

:ﬁ 83:3: gf ]e?:ztl?o R : 4 “allel text at Ezra 2:40; Hebrew reads Hodevah. 7:47 Asin

ephushesim.  7:54 Asin parallel text at Ezra 2:52; Hebr:
-9 Asi o dsB
seling of Geshem.  6:9 Asin Greek version; Hebrew rea

ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was Octqber 2,445%
43 parallel text at Ezra 2:2; Hebrew reads Azariah. 77t
iztrew reads Mispereth.  7:7d As in parallel text at Ezra

= parzllel text at Ezra 2:18; Hebrew reads Hariph.  7:25 As: ‘ 7 the seventh month. This month of the ancient Hebrew Iunar
siker Elgm. . i

reads Addon.  7:68 As in some Hebrew manuscripts (see al
orewtext. - 7:70 Hebrew 1,000 darics of gold, about 19 pounds
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70Some of the family leaders gave gifts for the work.
The governor gave to the treasury 1,000 gold coins,*
50 gold basins, and 530 robes for the priests. 71The
other leaders gave to the treasury a total of 20,000
gold coins* and some 2,750 pounds* of silver for the
work. 72The rest of the people gave 20,000 gold coins,
about 2,500 pounds* of silver, and 67 robes for the
priests.

7380 the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the
singers, the Temple servants, and some of the common
people settled near Jerusalem. The rest of the people
returned to their own towns throughout Israel.

Ezra Reads the Law
In October,* when the Israelites had settled in their
towns, &1all the people assembled with a unified pur-
pose at the square just inside the Water Gate, They asked
Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses,
which the Lorp had given for Israel to obey.

250 on October 8* Ezra the priest brought the Book of the
Law before the assembly, which included the men and
women and all the children old enough to understand. 3He
faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early
morning until noon and read aloud to everyone who could
understand. All the people listened closely to the Book of
the Law.

“Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform that
had been made for the occasion. To his right stood Mattithi-
ah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah. To his left
stood Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah,
Zechariah, and.Meshullam. 5Ezra stood on the platform in

full view of all the people. When they saw him open the
book, they all rose to their feet.

¢Then Ezra praised the Lorp, the great God, and all the
people chanted, “Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands.
Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lorp with their

faces to the ground.

"The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan, and Pelaiah—then instructed the people in the Law

* Another group returned at this time from the towns while everyone remained in their places. 8They read from

the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the mean-

ver, they could not prove that they or their families ing of what was being read, helping the people understand
each passage.

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and

scribe, and the Levites who were interpreting for the people
said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a day as this!
For today is a sacred day before the Lorp your God.” For the
people had all been weeping as they listened to the words of

1°And Nehemiah* continued, “Go and celebrate with a

feast of rich foods and sweet drinks, and share gifts of food
with people who have nothing prepared. This is a sacred day
before our Lord. Don’t be dejected and sad, for the joy of the
Lorob is your strength!”

"1And the Levites, too, quieted the people, telling them,

“Hush! Don’t weep! For this is a sacred day.” 1280 the people
Wwentaway to eat and drink at a festive meal, to share gifts of
food, and to celebrate with great joy because they had heard
God’s words and understood them.

parallel text at Ezra 2:44; Hebrew reads Sia. 7:52 As in parallel text at Ezra 2:50;
ewreads Bazlith. 7:57 Asin parallel text at Ezra 2:55; Hebrew reads Sotai, Sophereth,
Asin parallel text at Ezra 2:56; Hebrew reads Jaala.  7:59 Asin parallel text at Ezra 2:5 7; Hebrew reads As

Iso Ezra 2:66); most Hebrew manuscripts lack this verse. Verses 7:69-73 are numbered

or 8.6 kilogramsin weight. - 7:71a Hebrew 20,000 darics of gold, about
© 170 kilograms in weight;alsoin 7:72.  7:71b Hebrew 2,200 minas (1,300 kilograms].

mon. 7:61 Asin parallel text at Ezra

7:72 Hebrew 2,000 minas (1,200 kilograms].

calendar occurred within the months of October and November 445 B.c.
he first day of the seventh month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was O«

ctober 8,4458.;also seenoteon 1:1. 8:1 0 Hebrew he.
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The Festival of Shelters
30n October 9* the family leaders of all the people, to-
gether with the priests and Levites, met with Ezra the scribe
to go over the Law in greater detail. 14As they studied the
Law, they discovered that the Lorp had commanded
through Moses that the Israelites should live in shelters dur-
ing the festival to be held that month.* 5He had said that a
proclamation should be made throughout their towns and
in Jerusalem, telling the people to go to the hills to get
branches from olive, wild olive,* myrtle, palm, and other
leafy trees. They were to use these branches to make shel-
ters in which they would live during the festival, as pre-
scribed in the Law.

16S0 the people went out and cut branches and used
them to build shelters on the roofs of their houses, in their
courtyards, in the courtyards of God’s Temple, or in the
squares just inside the Water Gate and the Ephraim Gate.
1780 everyone who had returned from captivity lived in
these shelters during the festival, and they were all filled
with great joy! The Israelites had not celebrated like this
since the days of Joshua* son of Nun.

18Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God on each of
the seven days of the festival. Then on the eighth day they
held a solemn assembly, as was required by law.

The People Confess Their Sins f

On October 31* the people assembled again, and this

time they fasted and dressed in burlap and sprinkled
dust on their heads. 2Those of Israelite descent separated
themselves from all foreigners as they confessed their own
sins and the sins of their ancestors. 3They remained stand-
ing in place for three hours* while the Book of the Law of
the Lorp their God was read aloud to them. Then for three
more hours they confessed their sins and worshiped the
Lorp their God. 4The Levites—]Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Sheba-
niah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Kenani—stood on the
stairway of the Levites and cried out to the Lorp their God
with loud voices.

5Then the leaders of the Levites—]eshua, Kadmiel, Bani,

Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahi-
ah—called out to the people: “Stand up and praise the Lorp
your God, for he lives from everlasting to everlasting!” Then
they prayed:

“May your glorious name be praised! May it be exalted
above all blessing and praise!

6“You alone are the Lorp. You made the skies and the
heavens and all the stars. You made the earth and the
seas and everything in them. You preserve them all, and
the angels of heaven worship you.

7“You are the Lorp God, who chose Abram and
brought him from Ur of the Chaldeans and renamed
him Abraham. 8When he had proved himself faithful,
you made a covenant with him to give him and his
descendants the land of the Canaanites, Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and Girgashites. And
you have done what you promised, for you are always
true to your word.

2“You saw the misery of our ancestors in Egypt,
and you heard their cries from beside the Red Sea.*
1°You displayed miraculous signs and wonders against
Pharaoh, his officials, and all his people, for you knew

23:39-43.  8:15 Or pine; Hebrew reads oil tree.

8:13 Hebrew On the sécrmd day, of the seventh month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was October 9, 445 B.C.; also see notes on 1:1 and 8:2
8:14 Hebrew in the seventh month. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of September and October. See Lex

8:17 Hebrew Jeshua, a variant spelling of Joshua.
month, the seventh month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was October 31, 445 B.C.;also see notes on 1:1 and 8:2.
ofaday. 9:9Hebrew seaofreeds. 9:22 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

how arrogantly they were treating our ancestors.
You have a glorious reputation that has never been
forgotten. 1"You divided the sea for your people so
could walk through on dry land! And then you hurleg
their enemies into the depths of the sea. They sank
like stones beneath the mighty waters. 12You led our
ancestors by a pillar of clowd during the day and a pil
of fire at night so that they could find their way.
13"You came down at Mount Sinai and spoke to thes
from heaven. You gave them regulations and instructid
that were just, and decrees and commands that were
good. #You instructed them concerning your holy
Sabbath. And you commanded them, through Moses
your servant, to obey all your commands, decrees, and.
instructions. i
15"You gave them bread from heaven when they w
hungry and water from the rock when they were thirs
You commanded them to go and take possession of ti
land you had sworn to give them.
16“But our ancestors were proud and stubborn, and
they paid no attention to your commands. 7They refus
to obey and did not remember the miracles you had de
for them. Instead, they became stubborn and appoi
leader to take them back to their slavery in Egypt! Buty
are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow to
become angry, and rich in unfailing love. You did not
abandon them, '8even when they made an idol shaped
like a calf and said, ‘This is your god who brought you
out of Egypt!’ They committed terrible blasphemies.
19“But in your great mercy you did not abandon
to die in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud still led the
forward by day, and the pillar of fire showed them the
way through the night. 20You sent your good Spirit to
instruct them, and you did not stop giving them mannz
from heaven or water for their thirst. 2'For forty years
you sustained them in the wilderness, and they lacke
nothing. Their clothes did not wear out, and their feet
did not swell!
22“Then you helped our ancestors conquer kingdor
and nations, and you placed your people in every corne
of the land.* They took over the land of King Sihon of
Heshbon and the land of King Og of Bashan. 22You
made their descendants as numerous as the stars in th
sky and brought them into the land you had promised:
their ancestors.
24“They went in and took possession of the land.
You subdued whole nations before them. Even the
Canaanites, who inhabited the land, were powerless!
Your people could deal with these nations and their
kings as they pleased. 250ur ancestors captured fortifie
cities and fertile land. They took over houses full of got
things, with cisterns already dug and vineyards and oli¥
groves and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate until
they were full and grew fat and enjoyed themselves in
all your blessings. ‘
26“But despite all this, they were disobedient and
rebelled against you. They turned their backs on your
Law, they killed your prophets who warned them to
return to you, and they committed terrible blasphemie
2780 you handed them over to their enemies, who mad
them suffer. But in their time of trouble they cried to
you, and you heard them from heaven. In your great

=5, you sent them liberators who rescued the
72m their enemies.

“"Butas soon as they were at peace, your
Z=in gommitt_ed evilin your siglﬁ, and che ?rfgxf
= eir enemies conquer them. Yet whenever yo

Dle turned and cried to Yyou again for help, yot

- ned once more from heaven. In your wonder
=%y, yourescued them many times!

“You warned them to return to your Law, but
“=-2me proud and obstinate and disobeyed ylour
~mmands. They did not follow your regulations,

v “ich people will find life if only they obey. The);
:3bornly turned their backs on you and refused
e, 3In your love, you were patient with them f
"Ny years. You sent your Spirit, who warned ther
»._taugh the.prophets. But still they wouldn't listen
“ once again you allowed the peoples of the land 1
~quer them. 3'But in your great mercy, you did n
Lestroy therp completely or abandon them forever
“ft Aa ggaclous and merciful God you are!
~* And now, our God, the great and migh
“wesome God, who keeps hisgI(;ovenant ofg ur?;:irllii
o, d.o.not let all the hardships we have suffered
::s;gmflcant {0 you. Great trouble has come upon
f,d upon our kings and leaders and priests and
“ophets and ancestors—all of your people—from
u{hen the kings of Assyria first triumphed ove
- _unt}l now. 33Every time you punished us you we
“eing just. We have sinned greatly, and you gave u<‘
: :JY Wwhat we deserved. 340yr kings, leaders, priesf
:nd ancestors did not obey your Law or listen to th;
“2rnings in your commands and laws. 35Even while
Tey had their own kingdom, they did not serve you
;i?éx%ge);gu s;howe;ed your goodness on them. You
= a large, fertil
Fra i wickge pal e land, but they refused to
~ *$"So now today we are slaves in the lang
:;.at You gave our ancestors for their enjoyﬁmgflgl\e/\rflg
“:aves here in this good land. 37The lush producé ofti
_znd piles up in the hands of the kings whom you hay
:td o(\)/g; Fs b(:caEse of our sins. They have power over
i Ivestock. We se i
- e L Tve them at their pleasure, an

< People Agree to Obey
" The people responded, “In view of al] this,* wi
i nded, ,* we are m;
f;a solemn promise and putting it in writing. On t
“ed document are the names of our leaders and Levi

*The document was ratified :
! 0 following names: and sealed with t

7= governor:

Nehemiah son of Hacaliah, and also Zedekiah,

“e following priests: .

Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3Pashhur, Amari iKij

: ] i , Amariah, M;
Hattpsh, Sheb.amah, Malluch, SHarim, Meremothalkua]

?gfd}lla}!:&fpanle], Ginnethon, Baruch, 7Meshullam'

~Dljah, Mijamin, 8Maaziah, Bil ai, iah, T

et gal, and Shemaiah. These

“e following Levites:

leshua son of Azaniah, Binnyi from th i

J . 3 e family of

Henadad, Kadmiel, 19%and their fellow Levites:y 7

9:1 Hebrew On the tweniy-fourth day of that same. SN€baniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pela M
el ke B 2 , ah, Hanan, "Mica,

a Verse 9:38 is numbered 10:1 in Hebr : i
2 Hebrew tax of % of a shekel [4 gmms].ew e 38h OeHiaplleaf
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zrrogantly they were treating our ancestors. 7oy, you sent them liberators who rescued them Rehob, Hashabiah, 12Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,

ave a glorious reputation that has never been - their enemies. 3Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.

tten. 1You divided the sea for your people o ~'But as soon as they were at peace, your people 14The following leaders:

- walk through on dry land! And then you hurles =n committed evil in your sight, and once more you Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 'SBunni, Azgad,
enemies into the depths of the sea. They sank ‘eir enemies conquer them. Yet whenever your Bebai, 'Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 7Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
tones beneath the mighty waters. 12You led “=“Dle turned and cried to you again for help, you '8Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,
stors by a pillar of cloud during the day and a pé ~=ned once more from heaven. In your wonderful 20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 21Meshezabel, Zadok,

= at night so that they could find their way. “=°cy, you rescued them many times! Jaddua, 22Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 22Hoshea, Hananiah,
You came down at Mount Sinai and spoke to the “"You warned them to return to your Law, but they Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 2Rehum,

heaven. You gave them regulations and instruc “=-zme proud and obstinate and disobeyed your Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 2Malluch,
were just, and decrees and commands that were ‘mmands. They did not follow your regulations, by Harim, and Baanah.

#You instructed them concerning your holy “ch people will find life if only they obey. They I

zth. And you commanded them, through Moses

bornly turned their backs on you and refused to The Vow of the People
servant, to obey all your commands, decrees, an

“=n. 3%In your love, you were patient with them for 2Then the rest of the people—the priests, Levites, gate-

sctions. 0y years. You sent your Spirit, who warned them keepers, singers, Temple servants, and all who had sepa- I
“You gave them bread from heaven when they: “rough the prophets. But still they wouldn't listen! rated themselves from the pagan people of the land in order
v and water from the rock when they were th © once again you allowed the peoples of the land to to obey the Law of God, together with their wives, sons,
-ommanded them to go and take possession 0 ~Juer them. 3'But in your great mercy, you did not daughters, and all who were old enough to understand—
vou had sworn to give them. i E=T0y them completely or abandon them forever. 2%oined their leaders and bound themselves with an oath.
“But our ancestors were proud and stubborn, an " “ata gracious and merciful God you are! They swore a curse on themselves if they failed to obey the
pzid no attention to your commands. 17They re “*And now, our God, the great and mighty and Law of God as issued by his servant Moses. They solemnly
ey and did not remember the miracles you ome God, who keeps his covenant of unfailing promised to carefully follow all the commands, regulations,

wem. Instead, they became stubborn and app
T 10 take them back to their slavery in Egypt! Bu
God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow

do not let all the hardships we have suffered seem and decrees of the Lorp our Lord:
Znificant to you. Great trouble has come upon us

upon our Kings and leaders and priests and 30“We promise not to let our daughters marry the pagan

me angry, and rich in unfailing love. You did n -phets and ancestors—all of your people—from the people of the land, and not to let our sons marry their

don them, '8even when they made an idol sl s when the kings of Assyria first triumphed over daughters. 1
: calf and said, ‘This is your god who brought yo: « ntil now. 33Every time you punished us you were 31"We also promise that if the people of the land ‘w
f Egypt!’ They committed terrible blasphemies =g just. We have sinned greatly, and you gave us should bring any merchandise or grain to be sold on the ‘
“But in your great mercy you did not abandon " what we deserved. 340ur kings, leaders, priests, Sabbath or on any other holy day, we will refuse to buy

= in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud still lec

72 ancestors did not obey your Law or listen to the it. Every seventh year we will let our land rest, and we

ard by day, and the pillar of fire showed them ingsin your commands and laws. 35Even while will cancel all debts owed to us.

through the night. 20You sent your good Spirit had their own kingdom, they did not serve you, 32“In addition, we promise to obey the command to
uct them, and you did not stop giving them mz “zugh you showered your goodness on them. You pay the annual Temple tax of one-eighth of an ounce of
: heaven or water for their thirst. 2'For forty y& == them alarge, fertile land, but they refused to turn silver* for the care of the Temple of our God. 33This will
sustained them in the wilderness, and they - their wickedness. provide for the Bread of the Presence; for the regular
ing. Their clothes did not wear out, and their 2 **"So now today we are slaves in the land of plenty grain offerings and burnt offerings; for the offerings
ot swelll ~ vou gave our ancestors for their enjoyment! We are on the Sabbaths, the new moon celebrations, and the

“Then you helped our ancestors conquer

here in this good land. 37The lush produce of this annual festivals; for the holy offerings; and for the sin
nations, and you placed your people in every

- piles up in the hands of the kings whom you have offerings to make atonement for Israel. It will provide

2 land.* They took over the land of King Sihon er us because of our sins. They have power over us for everything necessary for the work of the Temple of

v5on and the land of King Og of Bashan. Z3Yor our livestock. We serve them at their pleasure, and our God.

2 their descendants as numerous as the stars &= * zre in great misery.” 34“We have cast sacred lots to determine when—at .
:nd brought them into the land you had promis | regular times each year—the families of the priests, ‘
- ancestors. = “zople Agree to Obey Levites, and the common people should bring wood to

“They went in and took possession of the land.
subdued whole nations before them. Even the
zznites, who inhabited the land, were powerless
-people could deal with these nations and the=
s s they pleased. 20ur ancestors captured fos
s and fertile land. They took over houses full &2
zs, with cisterns already dug and vineyards an
2s and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate
were full and grew fat and enjoyed themselve:
our blessings.

“But despite all this, they were disobedient 2
lled against you. They turned their backs on
_they Killed your prophets who warned them 2
= 1o you, and they committed terrible blasphe

= people responded, “In view of all this,* we are mak- God's Temple to be burned on the altar of the Lorp our
solemn promise and putting it in writing. On this ~ God, as is written in the Law.
document are the names of our leaders and Levites 35“We promise to bring the first part of every harvest
i Trests.” to the Lorp’s Temple year after year—whether it be a
crop from the soil or from our fruit trees. 36We agree

*The document was ratified and sealed with the  to give God our oldest sons and the firstborn of all our
“ollowing names: herds and flocks, as prescribed in the Law. We will
present them to the priests who minister in the Temple
! . . of our God. 3We will store the produce in the store- ‘
miah son of Hacaliah, and also Zedekiah. rooms of the Temple of our God. We will bring the best ‘
- lowing priests: of our flour and other grain offerings, the best of our

h, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3Pashhur, Amariah, Maikijah, fruit, and the best of our new wine and olive oil. And we
ish, Shebaniah, Malluch, SHarim, Meremoth, promise to bring to the Levites a tenth of everything our
ah, SDaniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, ’Meshullam, land produces, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes

“wernor:

~you handed them over to their enemies, wha = . Mijamin, 8Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These in all our rural towns. s
- suffer. But in their time of trouble they cr "= the priests. 38“A priest—a descendant of Aaron—will be with the I
and you heard them from heaven. In your “-.lowing Levites: Levites as they receive these tithes. And a tenth of all

son of Azaniah, Binnui from the family of that is collected as tithes will be delivered by the Levites i

S This day was (z}cltober 5:1.144?;-C~:t :};%:‘r*i ggtgsc;’:b;‘ : d, Kadmiel, %and their fellow Levites: to the Temple of our God and placed in the storerooms.
;m_‘“ﬂﬁ H:;‘:V‘V‘ Ofl(;he ‘;‘5}2 ntyfourth day of & niah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 1"Mica, 3°The people and the Levites must bring these offerings

4453 ;alsoseenoteson 1:1and 8:2.  9:3 Hebrew for & 38 is numbered 10:1 in Hebrew text. 9:38b Or In spite of all this.

10:1 Verses 10:1-39 are numbered 10:2-40 in Hebrew text. i
=w tax of % of a shekel 4 grams). ]
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of grain, new wine, and olive oil to the storerooms
and place them in the sacred containers near the
ministering priests, the gatekeepers, and the singers.

“We promise together not to neglect the Temple of
our God.”

The People Occupy Jerusalem
11 The leaders of the people were living in Jerusalem,
the holy city. A tenth of the people from the other
towns of Judah and Benjamin were chosen by sacred lots to
live there, too, while the rest stayed where they were. 2And
the people commended everyone who volunteered to re-
settle in Jerusalem.
3Here is a list of the names of the provincial officials who
came to live in Jerusalem. (Most of the people, priests, Le-
vites, Temple servants, and descendants of Solomon'’s ser-
vants continued to live in their own homes in the various
towns of Judah, “but some of the people from Judah and
Benjamin resettled in Jerusalem.)

From the tribe of Judah:
Athaiah son of Uzziah, son of Zechariah, son of
Amariah, son of Shephatiah, son of Mahalalel, of the
family of Perez. SAlso Maaseiah son of Baruch, son
of Col-hozeh, son of Hazaiah, son of Adaiah, son of
Joiarib, son of Zechariah, of the family of Shelah.*
6There were 468 descendants of Perez who lived in
Jerusalem—all outstanding men.

7From the tribe of Benjamin:
Sallu son of Meshullam, son of Joed, son of Pedaiah,
son of Kolaiah, son of Maaseiah, son of Ithiel, son of
Jeshaiah. 8After him were Gabbai and Sallai and a total
of 928 relatives. 9Their chief officer was Joel son of
Zicri, who was assisted by Judah son of Hassenuah,
second-in-command over the city.

19From the priests:
Jedaiah son of Joiarib; Jakin; 11and Seraiah son of
Hilkiah, son of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son of
Meraioth, son of Ahitub, the supervisor of the Temple
of God. 12Also 822 of their associates, who worked
at the Temple. Also Adaiah son of Jeroham, son of
Pelaliah, son of Amzi, son of Zechariah, son of Pashhur,
son of Malkijah, 13along with 242 of his associates,
who were heads of their families. Also Amashsai son
of Azarel, son of Ahzai, son of Meshillemoth, son of
Immer, 4and 128 of his* outstanding associates.
Their chief officer was Zabdiel son of Haggedolim.

15From the Levites:
Shemaiah son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of
Hashabiah, son of Bunni. '6Also Shabbethai and
Jozabad, who were in charge of the work outside the
Temple of God. 17Also Mattaniah son of Mica, son of
Zabdi, a descendant of Asaph, who led in thanksgiving
and prayer. Also Bakbukiah, who was Mattaniah’s
assistant, and Abda son of Shammua, son of Galal, son
of Jeduthun. '8In all, there were 284 Levites in the holy
city.

19From the gatekeepers: o
Akkub, Talmon, and 172 of their associates, who
guarded the gates.

20The other priests, Levites, and the rest of the Israelites
lived wherever their family inheritance was located in any
of the towns of Judah. 2The Temple servants, however,

Helkai was leader of the famil

) ) y of Meremoth. *
‘Zechanah was leader of the family of Idd(?.th

i 7_iﬂes'hullam was leader of the family of Ginnethon,
<Zicri was leader of the family of Abijah. .

whose leaders were Ziha and Gishpa, all lived on the hill¢
Ophel. il

22The chief officer of the Levites in Jerusalem was
son of Bani, son of Hashabiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Mic

s

a descendant of Asaph, whose family served as singers There was also a* leader of ; £, ot
God’s Temple. 2Their daily responsibilities were carm “lltai was leader of the fami?;igﬁgzi?f I{thamlr
out according to the terms of a royal command. ! Shammua was leader of the family of BSgéh

24pethahiah son of Meshezabel, a descendant of Zer
son of Judah, was the royal adviser in all matters of pul
administration. i3

25As for the surrounding villages with their open fiel
some of the people of Judah lived in Kiriath-arba with
settlements, Dibon with its settlements, and Jekabzeel w
its villages. 26They also lived in Jeshua, Moladah, Be
pelet, 27Hazar-shual, Beersheba with its settlements, 221
lag, and Meconah with its settlements. 22They also livet
En-rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth, 30Zanoah, and Adullam
their surrounding villages. They also lived in Lachish
its nearby fields and Azekah with its surrounding villa
So the people of Judah were living all the way from B
sheba in the south to the valley of Hinnom.

31Some of the people of Benjamin lived at G
Micmash, Aija, and Bethel with its settlements. 32The
lived in Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor, Ramah, Gitt
34Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35Lod, Ono, and the Valle
Craftsmen.* 36Some of the Levites who lived in Judah
sent to live with the tribe of Benjamin.

=honathan was leader of the famil i
{attenai was leader of the family o); ?(fi::‘i%malah
N -Zzi was leader of the family of Jedaiah. ;
“zllai was leader of the family of Sallu.*
221 was leader of the family of Amok:
: fshablah was leader of the family of Hilkiah.
+=thanel was leader of the family of Jedaiah. .

=4 record of the Levite families was k i
; of t . ept durin,
< when Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Iadgua senrla
priest. Ano_ther record of the priests was kept di
gnof Da;l_Us the Persian.* A record of the hea
/ite families was kept in The Book of History ¢
= days of Johanan, the grandson* of Eliashib
ese were the family leaders of the Levit :
Tiesy ly le es: H
: ,}ieblah, Jeshua, Binnui,* Kadmiel, and other ZSSI'
who dstood opposite them during the ceremonié
5 o and thanksgiving, one section responding to
~ 2 commanded by David, the man of God. 25Thi
\Aalilttamah, Bakbukiah, and Obadiah. ‘
ullam, Talmon, and Akkub wer
f the storerooms at the i it
of Joiakim son of Jeshua, son of Jehozadak,*

ays of Nehemiah the
~ and scribe. governor and of Ezra

A History of the Priests and Levites
1 2 Here is the list of the priests and Levites wh
turned with Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Je
the high priest: :
R ztion of Jerusalem’s Wall

¢ dedication of the new wall of erus
= “roughout the land were asked to gomeatlg?é}fggl
f} the ceremonies. They were to take partinthej
lon with their songs of thanksgiving and with}1
cymbals, harps, and lyres. 28The singers wi
t together from the region around Jerusalem a
e villages of the Netophathites. 29They also car
f{l@l]_ﬁﬂ and the rural areas near Geba and Azn
he3 singers had built their own settlements arou
- 30The priests and Levites first purified ther
. nthey purified the people, the gates, and the wal
_»ﬂ}e leaders qf Judah to the top of the wall and o
w0 large choirs to give thanks, One of the choi
ed s;z)uthwa.rd* along the top of the wall to tt
; Bljoshalah and half the leaders of Judah fo
m, 33along with Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam 341
n, Shemaiah, and Jeremiah. 35Then came’som
0 played trumpets, including Zechariah son ¢
- 7:~on of Shemaiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Micz
- Zaccur, a descendant of Asaph. 36And Zechag

Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,

2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,

3 Shecaniah, Harim,* Meremoth,

4 Iddo, Ginnethon,* Abijah,

5 Miniamin, Moadiah,* Bilgah,

6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,

7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah.
These were the leaders of the priests and their associ:
the days of Jeshua.

8The Levites who returned with them were Jeshus
nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who wi
associates was in charge of the songs of thanksgivi
associates, Bakbukiah and Unni, stood opposite
ing the service.

10 Jeshua the high priest was the father of Joiakim. -
Joiakim was the father of Eliashib.
Eliashib was the father of Joiada.

11 Joiada was the father of Johanan.*
Johanan was the father of Jaddua.

12Now when Joiakim was high priest, the family lez
the priests were as follows: :

Meraiah was leader of the family of Seraiah.
Hananiah was leader of the family of Jeremiah.
13 Meshullam was leader of the family of Ezra.
Jehohanan was leader of the family of Amariah.
14 Jonathan was leader of the family of Malluch.*
Joseph was leader of the family of Shecaniah.*
15 Adna was leader of the family of Harim.

i Fountain Gate they wen

‘-:_:)Lhe. Steps on the ascent of the city wall t)(;warc
C avid. They passed the house of David and ther
10 the Water Gate on the east.

‘ cond choir giving thanks went northwarg*
“=2 Greek manuscripts (see also 12:3); Hebrew reads Meraioth.

: © 12:22 Dari iani =
11:5 Hebrew son of the Shilonite. 11:14 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads their. 11:35 Or and Ge-harashim. 12:3 Hebrew Rehum; compas mpare 121-)1‘1(;?1;51% fgszz”" is probably Darius I, who reigned
12:15;Ezra2:39.  12:4 As in some Hebrew manuscripts and Latin Vulgate (see also 12:16); most Hebrew manuscripts read Ginnethoi.  12: 226 Hebfew ]azlud %, :24 Hebrew son of (i.e., ben), which shou
Mijamin, Maadiah; compare 12:17. ~ 12:11 Hebrew Jonathan; compare 12:22. 12:14a Asin Greek version (see also 10:4; 12:2); Hebrew reacs Gate. 4%, a variant spelling of Jehozadak. 12:31

13:1SeeDeut 23:3-6. 1 3:6 King Artaxerxes of Per:

12:14b As in many Hebrew manuscripts, some Greek manuscripts, and Syriac version (see also 12:3); most Hebrew manuscripts read Shebaniah. = The thirty-second ear of Art
axerxes was 433 B.c.
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Ziha and Gishpa, all lived on the 7 ~=al was leader of the family of Meremoth.*
b ? ~=-hariah was leader of the family of Iddo.
ullam was leader of the family of Ginnethon.

was leader of the family of Abijah.

around the other way to meet them. I followed them, to-
gether with the other half of the people, along the top of the
wall past the Tower of the Ovens to the Broad Wall, 3%then

past the Ephraim Gate to the Old City Gate,* past the Fish

““=re was also a* leader of the family of Miniamin. Gate and the Tower of Hananel, and on to the Tower of the
=1 was leader of the family of Moadiah. Hundred. Then we continued on to the Sheep Gate and

“=nmua was leader of the family of Bilgah. stopped at the Guard Gate.

* -nathan was leader of the family of Shemaiah. “The two choirs that were giving thanks then proceeded

"=enai was leader of the family of Joiarib. to the Temple of God, where they took their places. So did I,

-2 was leader of the family of Jedaiah. together with the group of leaders who were with me. 'We
was leader of the family of Sallu.* went together with the trumpet-playing priests—Eliakim,

was leader of the family of Amok. Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hana-

abiah was leader of the family of Hilkiah. niah—42and the singers—Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi,

““~anel was leader of the family of Jedaiah. Jehohanan, Malkijah, Elam, and Ezer. They played and sang

-+ "ecord of the Levite families was kept during the lou4d31y ungee thgffhrectlon o g;azra(};lah tl;le d}mr dlrzctor.f

- " «7ien Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua served as God I}\IAB(;‘[Y _sacrlﬂllces wefe 0 eref on't ‘;’t ]oy%xls 4y,-Iox
- - est Another record of the priests was kept during G4 had given the people cause for grea Joy. 1he women

: AT and children also participated in the celebration, and the joy

=7 of Darius the Persian.* 3A record of the heads of £ th le of Jerusaler could be heard far

e families was kept in The Book of History down °! th€ people RSaISHCOL e away.

vs of Johanan, the grandson* of Eliashib. Provisions for Temple Worship ‘

“=se were the farqﬂy leaders of the Levites: Hashab}- #4On that day men were appointed to be in charge of the

=ebiah, Jeshua, Binnui,* Kadr_mel, and other assocl-  storerooms for the offerings, the first part of the harvest, and Bl

0 stood opposite them during the ceremonies of e tithes. They were responsible to collect from the fields

:nd thanksgiving, one section responding to the gytside the towns the portions required by the Law for the

= commanded by David, the man of God. 5This in- priests and Levites. For all the people of Judah took joy in the i

“lattaniah, Bakbukiah, and Obadiah. priests and Levites and their work. 4sThey performed the ser-

ullam, Talmon, and Akkub were the gatekeepers In vice of their God and the service of purification, as com- i

: - the storerooms at the gates. 2sThese all served in manded by David and his son Solomon, and so did the singers I

istory of the Priests and Levites % of Joiakim son of Jeshua, son of Jehozadak,* and and the gatekeepers. “The custom of having choir directors

) Here s the list of the priests and Levites w _ = “ays of Nehemiah the governor and of Ezra the o lead the choirs in hymns of praise and thanksgiving to God ‘

= turned with Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and =T = began long ago in the days of David and Asaph. 47So now, in

igh priest: the days of Zerubbabel and of Nehemiah, all Israel brought a

cztion of Jerusalem’s Wall daily supply of food for the singers, the gatekeepers, and the

< dedication of the new wall of Jerusalem, the Le- Levites. The Levites, in turn, gave a portion of what they re-

“oughout the land were asked to come to Jerusalem ceived to the priests, the descendants of Aaron.

1 i XS in the ceremonies. They were to take partinthe joy-

do, Ginnethon, AE‘W" =slon with their songs of thanksgiving and with the Nehemiah’

iniamin, Moadiah,* Bilgah, cymbals, harps, and lyres. 28The singers were 3 On that same day, as the Book of Moses was being

wemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah, daiah 4 I together from the region around Jerusalem and read to the people, the passage was found that said no

i, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. dtheir s villages of the Netophathites. 2They also came Ammonite or Moabite should ever be permitted to enter the i

aiegﬁlg;; Le:ders of the priests an g “1-gilgal and the rural areas near Geba and Azma- assembly of God.* 2For they had not provided the Israelites '

) y the singers had built their own settlements around  with food and water in the wilderness. Instead, they hired
he Levites who returned with them were Jeshs 7. 3The priests and Levites first purified them- Balaam to curse them, though our God turned the curse into
(zdmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, they purified the people, the gates, and thewall, 5 blessing. 3When this passage of the Law was read. all those
iates was in charge of the songs of thanksgi the leaders of Judah to the top of the wall and or- of foreign descent were immediately excluded from the as-
iates, Bakbukiah and Unni, stood opposite th “wo large choirs to give thanks. One of the choirs  sembly.

12 service.

; =d southward* along the top of the wall to the “Before this had happened, Eliashib the priest, who had
32 i = i i -
M the high priest was the father of JoiiEill Hoshaiah and half the leaders of Judah fol been appointed as supervisor of the storerooms of the Tem:

The chief officer of the Levites in Jerusalem
>f Bani, son of Hashabiah, son of Mattaniah, son
scendant of Asaph, whose family served as
s Temple. 2Their daily responsibilities were cz2
:ccording to the terms of a royal command.
Pethahiah son of Meshezabel, a descendant of z
of Judah, was the royal adviser in all matters of @
inistration. s
As for the surrounding villages with their open £
2 of the people of Judah lived in Kiriath-arba
ements, Dibon with its settlements, and Jekabzee
illages. 26They also lived in Jeshua, Moladah.
L. Z’Hazar-shual, Beersheba with its settlements.
2nd Meconah with its settlements. 2They also I
immon, Zorah, Jarmuth, 30Zanoah, and Adullam
~surrounding villages. They also lived in Lachish
zarby fields and Azekah with its surrounding v
12 people of Judah were living all the way fr,
2 In the south-to the valley of Hinnom. ; g
Some of the people of Benjamin lived a !
nash, Aija, and Bethel with its settlements. 3 he
. in Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33Hazor, Ramah, G2
cid, Zeboim, Neballat, 35Lod, Ono, and the Val
tsmen.* 36Some of the Levites who lived in Juda®
%o live with the tribe of Benjamin. :

raiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
mariah, Malluch, Hattush,
recaniah, Harim,* Meremoth,

s Various Reforms

- P , 33along with Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34Ju- ple of our God and who was also a relative of Tobiah, Shad
2Kim was the father of Eliashib. " -~ 2min, Shemaiah, and Jeremiah. 35Then came some converted a large storage room and placed it at Tobiah’s dis-
2shib was the father of Joiada. - * #ho played trumpets, including Zechariah son of posal. The room had previously been used for storing the
ada ma?;?gfégfgggaggg son of Shemaiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Mica- grain offerings, the frankincense, various articles for the
hanan w .

f Zaccur, a descendant of Asaph. 36And Zechari- Temple, and the tithes of grain, new wine, and olive oil
=agues were Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, (which were prescribed for the Levites, the singers, and the
nel, Judah, and Hanani. They used the musical gatekeepers), as well as the offerings for the priests.

prescribed by David, the man of God. Ezrathe ¢ was not in Jerusalem at that time, for I had returned to
this procession. 37At the Fountain Gate theywent King Artaxerxes of Babylon in the thirty-second year of his
-D the steps on the ascent of the city wall toward reign,* though I later asked his permission to return.
7% David. They passed the house of David and then "When I arrived back in Jerusalem, I learned about Elia-
“=d to the Water Gate on the east. shib’s evil deed in providing Tobiah with a room in the

second choir giving thanks went northward* courtyards of the Temple of God. 81 became very upset and

12:17 Hebrew lacks the name of this family leader.  12:20 Hebrew Sallai;

404 B.C, or possibly Darius ITI, who reigned 336-3318.C.  12:23 Hebrew
mpare 12:10-11.12:24 Hebrew son of (i.e., ben), which should probably be read here as the proper narme Binnui; compare Ezra 3:9 and the

:26 Hebrew Jozadak, a variant spelling of Jehozadak.  12:31 Hebrew to the right. 12:38 Hebrew to theleft. 12:39 Or the Mishneh Gate, !
Gate. 13:1SeeDeut23:3-6. 13:6 King Artaxerxes of Persia is here identified as the king of Babylon because Persia had conquered the
“ipire. The thirty-second year of Artaxerxes was 433BcC

# when Joiakim was high priest, the family &
riests were as follows:

>rziah was leader of the family of Seraiah.
nanizh was leader of the family of Jeremiah
=shullam was leader of the family of Ezra.

wohznan was leader of the family of Amariah
“zthan was leader of the family of Malluch.= 3
2ph was leader of the family of Shecaniah.*
nz was leader of the family of Harim. 4

135 Or and Ge-harashim.  12:3 Hebrew Rehum; co»
~L&) most Hebrew manuscripts read Ginnethoi.  12:5
"4z &sin Greek version (see also 10:4; 12:2); Hebrew
== 2is0 12:3); most Hebrew manuscripts read Shebaniak.
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threw all of Tobiah’s belongings out of the room.
demanded that the rooms be purified, and I broug|
the articles for God’s Temple, the grain offerings, and the or
frankincense.

10] also discovered that the Levites had not been given  ag:

their prescribed portions of food, so they and the singers on
who were to conduct the worship services had all re
to work their fields. 1'I immediately confronted the lead- holiness of the Sabbath.

ers and demanded, “Why has the Temple of God been .

neglected?” Then I called all the Levites back again and re- Remember this good deed also, O my God: Have
stored them to their proper duties. 12And once more all the
people of Judah began bringing their tithes of grain, new
wine, and olive oil to the Temple storerooms.

13] assigned supervisors for the storerooms: Shelemiah
the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah, one of the Levites.
And1appointed Hanan son of Zaccur and grandson of Mat-
taniah as their assistant. These men had an excellent repu-
tation, and it was their job to make honest distributions to
their fellow Levites.

14Remember this good deed, O my God, and do not
forget all that I have faithfully done for the Terple of
my God and its services.

15In those days I saw men of Judah treading out their
winepresses on the Sabbath. They were also bringing in
grain, loading it on donkeys, and bringing their wine, grapes,
figs, and all sorts of produce to Jerusalem to sell on the Sab-
bath. So I rebuked them for selling their produce on that
day. 16Some men from Tyre, who lived in Jerusalem, were
bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise. They were
selling it on the Sabbath to the people of Judah—and inJeru-
salem at that!

1780 I confronted the nobles of Judah. “Why are you pro-
faning the Sabbath in this evil way?” I asked. '8“W asn't it
just this sort of thing that your ancestors did that caused our
God to bring all this trouble upon us and our city? Now you
are bringing even more wrath upon Israel by permitting the
Sabbath to be desecrated in this way!”

19Then I commanded that the gates of Jerusalem should
be shut as darkness fell every Friday evening* not to be
opened until the Sabbath ended. I sent some of my own ser-
vants to guard the gates so that no merchandise could be

13:19 Hebrew on the day before the Sabbath.

love.

pagan people of the land.

who could compare to him, and God loved him and

rying foreign women?”

280ne of the sons of Joiada son of Eliashib the high
had married a daughter of Sanballat the Horonite, so
ished him from my presence.

Levites.

proper times.--.
Remember this in my favor, O my God.

sThen1 broughtin on the Sabbath day. 2°The merchants and trades
ht back men with a variety of wares camped outside Jerusalem o
twice. 2'But I spoke sharply to them and said, “What
you doing out here, camping around the wall? If you do
ain, [ will arrest you!” And that was the last time they c2
the Sabbath. 22Then I commanded the Levites to pu
turned themselves and to guard the gates in order to preserve &

compassion on me according to your great and unfail

23About the same time I realized that some of the men!
Judah had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, a
Moab. 24Furthermore, half their children spoke the Iz
guage of Ashdod or of some other people and could
speak the language of Judah at all. S0 I confronted thes
and called down curses on them. I beat some of them 2
pulled out their hair. I made them swear in the name of G
that they would not let their children intermarry with'

26“Wasn't this exactly what led King Solomon of ;
into sin?” I demanded. “There was no king from any nata

him king over all Israel. But even he was led into sin by
foreign wives. 2ZHow could you even think of commitf
this sinful deed and acting unfaithfully toward God by m

29Remember them, O my God, for they have defiled
priesthood and the solemn vows of the priests and.

3080 1 purged out everything foreign and assigned
to the priests and Levites, making certain that each knev
work. 311 also made sure that the supply of wood for thea
and the first portions of the harvest were brought a

EsrrEr

Author Mordecaj i
il , according to traditi
similarities in Writing o G

i h:ecWritten Around 470 B.c -
ontent Xl'\lﬁth dr.ama, intrigue, romance and
: tehjewmh people. It tells how a, Jew
: er _anc} her uncle lived in the lan
of Persia, insulted her husband, the |
'E\i/l NeW queen. Esther was selectled fol
ean\A{hlle! a wicked man named H;
extermination of all Jews in the emp;
g?c]ervene, pleading, “Who knows if
lé 4). So Esther risked her life and ;1
Est s, e}nd the Jew§ were saved, while
3 er’s uncle. This remarkable delive
= King’s Banquet
These events happened in the days of King Xerxe:
ety ooty T 1 27 Provinces stretching from Imi
s thfone at time Xerxes ruled his empire fro
) atthe fortress of Susa. 3In the third year (

-he gave a banquet for a1l his nobles and officia]

ited al{ the military officers of Persia and Media

pr

[

y play of the o
€mpire and the pomp and splendor ofll)1113

~inks were served in
gold goblets of man i
#3san abun'dance of royal wine, reﬂect)i,ndgeilllgenlzg‘(si

Khag oA 1ng, no limits were placed on
king, g had instruc i i
. ;ere ead} man as much as hetf\e/gnatgg in
” »*:in ts}z:me time, Queen Vashti gave a banquet f

en e royal palace of King Xerxes. o the

=n Vashti Deposed

“r=w Ahasuerus, another
: "’ Thame for X 3
inthe language of his oun s gxes, also throughout the book of st
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-~ or twice. 2'But I spoke sharply to them and said, :
you doing out here, camping around the wall? If you do¢
. 2gain, I willarrest you!” And that was the last time theyc
- on the Sabbath. 22Then I commanded the Levites to p
~ themselves and to guard the gates in order to preserve
- holiness of the Sabbath.

Remember this good deed also, O my God! Have 4
compassion on me according to your great and unz
love.

2About the same time I realized that some of then
| Judah had married women from A_shdod, Ammor
. Moab. 24Furthermore, half their children spoke 2
- guage of Ashdod or of some other people and couis
- speak the language of Judah at all. 25So I confrontec:
> and called down curses on them. I beat some of the :
pulled out their hair. Imade them swear in the name
that they would not let their children intermarry w
pagan people of the land. !
26“Wasn't this exactly what led King Solomon o=
into sin?” I demanded. “There was no king from an
© who could compare to him, and God loved him an&
1 him king over all Israel. But even he was.led into sin
. foreign wives. ZHow could you even think of com
- this sinful deed and acting unfaithfully toward God &
T rying foreign women?”

Esthner .

Author Mordecai, according to tradition (although some have suggested Ezra or Nehemiah, based on
similarities in writing style)
iz Written Around 470 B.C.

Content With drama, intrigue, romance, and murder, the book of Esther tells of the near destruction of
the Jewish people. It tells how a Jewish woman named Esther risked her life to save her people.
Esther and her uncle lived in the land of Persia, where the Jews were in exile. After Vashti, queen i
of Persia, insulted her husband, the king, she was deposed, and the king began looking for
a new queen. Esther was selected for her beauty, but she kept her Jewish nationality a secret.
Meanwhile, a wicked man named Haman became the king's adviser and began plotting the
extermination of all Jews in the empire. Esther’s uncle learned of the plot and begged Esther to
intervene, pleading, “Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?”
(4:14). So Esther risked her life and approached the king about the matter. The king heard her
plea, and the Jews were saved, while Haman was hanged on a gallows he had prepared for
Esther’s uncle. This remarkable deliverance of the Jews is celebrated by the Jewish feast of Purim.

I Ling’s Banquet seven nobles of Persia and Media. They met with the king
“=se events happened in the days of King Xerxes,* regularlyand held the highest positions in the empire. ‘
“=oreigned over 127 provinces stretching from India 15"What must be done to Queen Vashti?” the king de-
“iopia.* 2At that time Xerxes ruled his empire from manded. “What penalty does the law provide for a queen
throne at the fortress of Susa. 3In the third yearof who refuses to obey the king’s orders, properly sent through
he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. his eunuchs?”

. iada son of Eliashib the higs ‘ =d all the military officers of Persia and Media as '*Memucan answered the king and his nobles, “Queen
e ha;s Onsr(i)ef;r;edsg.lngsh?irkg? Sanballat the Horonite, s2 “he princes and nobles of the provinces. 4The cele- Vashti has wronged not only the king but also every noble
B '1shecrin t?im from my presence. : i 2sted 180 days—a tremendous display of the Opu-  and citizen throughout your empire. 7Women everywhere

thof his empire and the pomp and splendor of his  will begin to despise their husbands when they learn that
Queen Vashti has refused to appear before the king.
itwas all over, the king gave a banquet for all the 18Before this day is out, the wives of all the king’s nobles
Tom the greatest to the least, who were in the for- throughout Persia and Media will hear what the queen did
Susa. It lasted for seven days and was held in the and will start treating their husbands the same way. There
of the palace garden. 6The courtyard was beauti- will be no end to their contempt and anger.
rated with white cotton curtains and blue hang-  19"So if it please the king, we suggest that you issue a writ-
<h were fastened with white linen cords and ten decree, a law of the Persians and Medes that cannot be
bons to silver rings embedded in marble pillars.  revoked. It should order that Queen Vashti be forever ban-
silver couches stood on a mosaic pavement ished from the presence of King Xerxes, and that the king
7Ty, marble, mother-of-pearl, and other costly should choose another queen more worthy than she.
2When this decree is published throughout the king’s vast
were served in gold goblets of many designs, and empire, husbands everywhere, whatever their rank, will re-
2n abundance of royal wine, reflecting the king’s  ceive proper respect from their wives!”

*By edict of the king, no limits were placed on 21The king and his nobles thought this made good sense,
2, for the king had instructed all his palace offi- so he followed Memucan’s counsel. 22He sent letters to all
‘e each man as much as he wanted. parts of the empire, to each province in its own script and

me time, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the language, proclaiming that every man should be the ruler of
the royal palace of King Xerxes. his own home and should say whatever he pleases.*

- 2Remember them, O my God, for they have defi
+  priesthood and the solemn vows of the priests ans
T d
1]

Levites.

3030 [ purged out everything foreigp and assigns
% tothe priests and Levites, making certain that each &
work. 3'Talso made sure that the supply of wood for =
and the first portions of the harvest were broug
r'e proper times.

e Remember this in my favor, O my God.

Vashti Deposed Esther Becomes Queen

centh day of the feast, when King Xerxes was in 2 But after Xerxes' anger had subsided, he began thinking

because of the wine, he told the seven eunuchs -about Vashti and what she had done and the decree he i

Zed him—Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, had made. 2So his personal attendants suggested, “Let us

Zethar, and Carcas—1"to bring Queen Vashti to search the empire te find beautiful young virgins for the
royal crown on her head. He wanted the nobles king. 3Let the king appoint agents in each province to bring

>ther men to gaze on her beauty, for she wasa these beautiful young women into the royal harem at the
[ woman. 12But when they conveyed the king's fortress of Susa. Hegai, the king’s eunuch in charge of the
n Vashti, she refused to come. This made the harem, will see that they are all given beauty treatments.

and he burned with anger. 4After that, the young woman who most pleases the king will

diately consulted with his wise advisers, who be made queen instead of Vashti.” This advice was very ap-

ersian laws and customs, for he always asked pealing to the king, so he put the plan into effect.

“The names of these men were Carshena, She- SAt that time there was a Jewish man in the fortress of

2, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan— Susa whose name was Mordecai son of Jair. He was from

“rzsuerus, another name for Xerxes; also throughout the book of Esther. Xerxes reigned 486-4658.C. 1:1bHebrewto Cush. 1:22 Or and
=z language of his own people.
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the tribe of Benjamin and was a descendant of Kish and angry at King Xerxes and plotted to assassinate him. 2
Shimei, sHis family* had been among those who, with King  Mordecai heard about the plot and gave the informat
Jehoiachin* of Judah, had been exiled from Jerusalem to Queen Esther. She then told the king about it and gave!
Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. 7This man had a very decai credit for the report. 2When an investigatior
beautiful and lovely young cousin, Hadassah, who was also made and Mordecai’s story was found to be true, the
called Esther. When her father and mother died, Mordecai men were impaled on a sharpened pole. This w:
adopted her into his family and raised her as his own corded in The Book of the History of King Xerxes’ Reig

“ copy of this decree was to be issued as law i
ceand proclaimed to all peoples, so that theyw

2 do their duty on the appointed day. 15At th
d, the glecree went out by swift messenger:
"% 250 proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. Then t
—T;n;n sat down to drink, but the city of Susa f

daughter.

8As aresult of the king’s decree, Esther, along withmany Haman'’s Plot against the Jews cai Requests Esther’s Help
other young women, was brought to the king's harem at the Some time later King Xerxes promoted Haman s 1en Mordecai learned about all that had beer
fortress of Susa and placed in Hegai's care. ’Hegai was very Hammedatha the Agagite over all the other no ' fore his clothes, put on burlap and ashes, an

impressed with Esther and treated her kindly. He quickly making him the most powerful official in the empire
ordered a special menu for her and provided her with theking's officials would bow down before Haman to:
beauty treatments. He also assigned her seven maids spe- him respect whenever he passed by, for so the king
cially chosen from the king’s palace, and he moved her and commanded. But Mordecai refused to bow down or s
her maids into the best place in the harem. him respect.
10Esther had not told anyone of her nationality and fami- 3Then the palace officials at the king's gate asked:
ly background, because Mordecai had directed her notto do decai, “Why are you disobeying the king's comm
s0. 11Every day Mordecai would take a walk near the court- 4They spoke to him day after day, but still he refused to
yard of the harem to find out about Esther and what was ply with the order. So they spoke to Haman about this®
happening to her. if he would tolerate Mordecai’s conduct, since Mon
12Before each young woman was taken to the king's bed, had told them he was a Jew. ,
she was given the prescribed twelve months of beauty treat- sWhen Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow
ments—six months with oil of myrrh, followed by six or show him respect, he was filled with rage. ¢He
months with special perfumes and ointments. 3When it learned of Mordecai’s nationality, so he decided it wa
was time for her to go to the king's palace, she was given her  enough to lay hands on Mordecai alone. Instead, he I
choice of whatever clothing or jewelry she wanted to take for a way to destroy all the Jews throughout the entirg
from the harem. 4That evening she was taken to the king’s ~pire of Xerxes.
private rooms, and the next morning she was brought to the 7S0 in the month of April* during the twelfth ye
second harem,* where the king’s wives lived. There she King Xerxes' reign, lots were cast in Haman's presenc
would be under the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch in  lots were called purim) to determine the best day andn
charge of the concubines. She would never go to the king to take action. And the day selected was March 7, nes
again unless he had especially enjoyed her and requested year later.*
her by name. 8Then Haman approached King Xerxes and said, “1
1sEsther was the daughter of Abihail, who was Morde- is a certain race of people scattered through all
cai's uncle. (Mordecai had adopted his younger cousin Es- inces of your empire who keep themselves separate’
ther) When it was Esther’s turn to go to the king, she everyone else. Their laws are different from those ¢
accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the other people, and they refuse to obey the laws of the ki
harem. She asked for nothing except what he suggested, itisnotin theking’s interest to let them live. 9If it plea
and she was admired by everyone who saw her. king, issue a decree that they be destroyed, and I I
16Esther was taken to King Xerxes at the royal palace in 10,000 large sacks* of silver to the government adm
early winter* of the seventh year of his reign. 7And the tors to be deposited in the royal treasury.”
king loved Esther more than any of the other young  10The king agreed, confirming his decision by rem
women. He was so delighted with her that he set the royal ~his signet ring from his finger and giving it to Hama
crown on her head and declared her queen instead of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. ""T!
Vashti. 8To celebrate the occasion, he gave a great ban- said, “The money and the people are both yours to do
quet in Esther’s honor for all his nobles and officials, de- you see fit.”
claring a public holiday for the provinces and giving  '2Soon April 17* the king’s secretaries were summ
generous gifts to everyone. and a decree was written exactly as Haman dictated.
19Even after all the young women had been transferred to  sent to the king's highest officers, the governors of
the second harem* and Mordecai had become a palace offi- spective provinces, and the nobles of each province
cial* 20Esther continued to keep her family background own scripts and languages. The decree was written
and nationality a secret. She was still following Mordecai’s name of King Xerxes and sealed with the king's signe
directions, just as she did when she lived in his home. 13Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the
inces of the empire, giving the order that all Jews—yo
Mordecai’s Loyalty to the King old, including women and children—must be killed,
210ne day as Mordecai was on duty at the king’s gate, two of tered, and annihilated on a single day. This was schedt
the king’s eunuchs, Bigthana* and Teresh—who were happen on March 7 of the next year.* The prope
guards at the door of the king's private quarters—became Jews would be given to those who killed them.
2:6aHebrew He. 2:6b Hebrew Jeconiah, a variant spelling of Jehoiachin. 2:14 Or to another part of the harem.  2:16 Hebrew in the tenth monti
month of Tebeth. A nurber of dates in the book of Esther can be cross-checked with dates in surviving Persian records and related accurately to our m
calendar. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred within the months of December 479 B.C. and January 478 BC.  2:19a The means
the Hebrew is uncertain, 2:19b Hebrew and Mordecai was sitting in the gate of the king.  2:21 Hebrew Bigthan; compare 6:2.  3:7a Hebrew i
month, the month of Nisan. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred within the months of April and May 474 B.C; also see note on 2
3:7b As in 3:13, which reads the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar; Hebrew reads in the twelfth month, of the ancient Hebrew I
calendar. The date selected was March 7,473 B.C; also seenoteon 2:16.  3:9 Hebrew 10,000 talents, about 375 tons or 340 metric tons in weight
3:12 Hebrew On the thirteenth day of the first month, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was April 17,474 B.C;also seenoteon 2:16.

3:13 Hebrew on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. The date selected was March 7,472
also see note on 2:16. 3
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to the king to beg for mercy and plead for her peo-
> Hathach returned to Esther with Mordecai’s mes-

n the palace officials at the king’s gate asked
“Why are you disobeying the king’s co
poke to him day after day, but still he refused t
1 the order. So they spoke to Haman about thiss
ould tolerate-Mordecai’s conduct, since Mo
d them he was a Jew.
=n Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow
« him respect, he was filled with rage. ¢He
‘of Mordecai’s nationality, so he decided it wa
0 lay hands on Mordecai alone. Instead, he
2y to destroy all the Jews throughout the entir
Xerxes. .
n the month of April* during the twelfth
Txes’ reign, lots were cast in Haman's preser
¢ called purim) to determine the best dayand
action. And the day selected was March 7, nea
- o i
? Haman approached King Xerxes and said, T
2in race of people scattered through all the
your empire who keep themselves sepa

¢ else. Their laws are different from those of
ople, and they refuse to obey the laws of the k
7 the king's interest to let them live. SIf it ples
ue 2 decree that they be destroyed, and I w
arge sacks* of silver to the government ads
e deposited in the royal treasury.”
King agreed, confirming his decision by re
1ing from his finger and giving it to Hamz
Zatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 11Tre
2money and the people are both yours to do

~en Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this mes-
Mordecai: "“All the king’s officials and even the
in the provinces know that anyone who appears be-
~e king in his inner court without being invited is
d to die unless the king holds out his gold scepter.
= king has not called for me to come to him for thirty
'2So Hathach* gave Esther’s message to Mordecai.
rdecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for amo-
13t because you're in the palace you will escape when
~ Jews are killed. 1If you keep quiet at a time like this,
e and relief for the Jews will arise from some other
ut you and your relatives will die. Who knows if per-
i ou were made queen for just such a time as this?”
““en Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16“Go and
1= together all the Jews of Susa and fast for me. Do not
rink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will
= same. And then, though it is against the law, I will go
© s=e the king. If I must die, I must die.” 77So Mordecai
=way and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

n April 17* the king's secretaries were summs
cree was written exactly as Haman dictated &
he king’s highest officers, the governors of
provinces, and the nobles of each province
pis and languages. The decree was wri
King Xerxes and sealed with the king’s si
hes were sent by swift messengers into all the
neempire, giving the order that all Jews—yous
ding women and children—must be killed
1 annihilated on a single day. This was s
n March 7 of the next year.* The property &
Id be given to those who killed them.
“her part of the harem.  2:16 Hebrew in the tenth mons
surviving Persian records and related accurately to our m
scember 479 B.C. and January 478 BC.  2:19a The
2-21 Hebrew Bigthan; compare 6:2.  3:7a Hebrew
2 the months of April and May 474 B.C; also see note on
mew reads in the twelfth month, of the ancient Hebrew i
°0 talents, about 375 tons or 340 metric tons in weight

This day was April 17,474 B.. also see note on 2:16.
zorew lunar calendar. The date selected was March 7, 47 3

=r's Request to the King
-~ the third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal

~ —nes and entered the inner court of the palace, just

‘rom the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal
"= facing the entrance. ZWhen he saw Queen Esther
‘- gthere in the inner court, he welcomed her and held
! = gold scepter to her. So Esther approached and
2 the end of the scepter. :
n the king asked her, “What do you want, Queen Es-
‘hat is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is
kingdom!”
-~ Esther replied, “If it please the king, let the king and

- Greek version; Hebrew reads they.  5:14 Hebrew 50 cubits [22.5 meters).
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Haman come today to a banquet I have prepared for the
king.”

5The king turned to his attendants and said, “Tell Haman
to come quickly to a banquet, as Esther has requested.” So
the king and Haman went to Esther’s banquet.

6And while they were drinking wine, the king said to Es-
ther, “Now tell me what you really want. What is your re-
quest? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!”

7Esther replied, “This is my request and deepest wish. 8If
Thave found favor with the king, and if it pleases the king to
grant my request and do what I ask, please come with
Haman tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for you.
Then I will explain what this is all about.”

Haman's Plan to Kill Mordecai

2Haman was a happy man as he left the banquet! But when
he saw Mordecai sitting at the palace gate, not standing up
or trembling nervously before him, Haman became furious.
T0However, he restrained himself and went on home.

Then Haman gathered together his friends and Zeresh,
his wife, 1'and boasted to them about his great wealth and
his many children. He bragged about the honors the king
had given him and how he had been promoted over all the
other nobles and officials.

12Then Haman added, “And that’s not all! Queen Esther
invited only me and the king himself to the banquet she pre-
pared for us. And she has invited me to dine with her and
the king again tomorrow!” 13Then he added, “But this is all
worth nothing as long as I see Mordecai the Jew just sitting
there at the palace gate.”

14So Haman'’s wife, Zeresh, and all his friends suggested,
“Set up a sharpened pole that stands seventy-five feet* tall,
and in the morning ask the king to impale Mordecai on it.
When this is done, you can go on your merry way to the ban-
quet with the king.” This pleased Haman, and he ordered
the pole set up.

The King Honors Mordecai

That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered

anattendant to bring the book of the history of his reign
so it could be read to him. 2In those records he discovered
anaccount of how Mordecai had exposed the plot of Bigtha-
na and Teresh, two of the eunuchs who guarded the door to
the king’s private quarters. They had plotted to assassinate
King Xerxes.

3“What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai
for this?” the king asked.

His attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.”

4“Who is that in the outer court?” the king inquired. As it
happened, Haman had just arrived in the outer court of the
palace to ask the king to impale Mordecai on the pole he had
prepared.

580 the attendants replied to the king, “Haman is out in
the court.”

“Bring him in,” the king ordered. 6So Haman came in, and
the king said, “What should I do to honor a man who truly
pleases me?”

Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish
to honor more than me?” 7So he replied, “If the king wishes
to honor someone, 8he should bring out one of the king’s
own royal robes, as well as a horse that the king himself has
ridden—one with a royal emblem on its head. 9Let the robes
and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most no-
ble officials. And let him see that the man whom the king
wishes to honor is dressed in the king’s robes and led
through the city square on the king’s horse. Have the official
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shout as they go, ‘This is what the king does for someone he
wishes to honor!™”

10“Excellent!” the king said to Haman. “Quick! Take the
robes and my horse, and do just as you have said for Morde-
cai the Jew, who sits at the gate of the palace. Leave out noth-
ing you have suggested!”

1180 Haman took the robes and put them on Mordecai,
placed him on the king's own horse, and led him through
the city square, shouting, “This is what the king does for
someone he wishes to honor!” 12Afterward Mordecai re-
turned to the palace gate, but Haman hurried home de-
jected and completely humiliated.

3When Haman told his wife, Zeresh, and all his friends
what had happened, his wise advisers and his wife said,
“Since Mordecai—this man who has humiliated you—is of
Jewish birth, you will never succeed in your plans against
him. It will be fatal to continue opposing him.”

14While they were still talking, the king’s eunuchs arrived
and quickly took Haman to the banquet Esther had pre-
pared.

The King Executes Haman

7 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s ban-
quet. 20n this second occasion, while they were drink-

ing wine, the king again said to Esther, “Tell me what you

want, Queen Esther. What is your request? I will give it to

you, even if it is half the kingdom!”

3Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor with the
king, and if it pleases the king to grant my request, I ask that
my life and the lives of my people will be spared. “For my
people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaugh-
ter,and annihilate us. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I
could remain quiet, for that would be too trivial a matter to
warrant disturbing the king.”

5“Who would do such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded.
“Who would be so presumptuous as to touch you?”

6Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is our adversary and
our enemy.” Haman grew pale with fright before the king
and queen. 7Then the king jumped to his feet in a rage and
went out into the palace garden.

Haman, however, stayed behind to plead for his life with
Queen Esther, for he knew that the king intended to kill
him. 8In despair he fell on the couch where Queen Esther
was reclining, just as the king was returning from the palace
garden.

The king exclaimed, “Will he even assault the queen right
here in the palace, before my very eyes?” And as soon as the
king spoke, his attendants covered Haman's face, signaling
his doom.

9Then Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, “Haman
has set up a sharpened pole that stands seventy-five feet*
tall in his own courtyard. He intended to use it to impale
Mordecai, the man who saved the king from assassina-
tion.”

“Then impale Haman on it!” the king ordered. 1°So they
impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai, and
the king’s anger subsided.

A Decree to Help the Jews
On that same day King Xerxes gave the property of
Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther. Then
Mordecai was brought before the king, for Esther had told
the king how they were related. 2Fhe king took off his signet

ring—which he had taken back from Haman—and gave =ed in their cities throughout all the king’s provinc
Mordecai. And Esther appointed Mordecai to be in d kanyone who tried to harm them. But no one cot
of Haman's property. g stand against them, for everyone was afraid of the;
3Then Esther went again before the king, falling do enobles of the provinces, the highest officers,
his feet and begging him with tears to stop the evil p! , j“d the royal officials helped the Jews for fear
vised by Haman the Agagite against the Jews. #A; - “For Mordecai had been promoted in the king
king held out the gold scepter to Esther. So she Tose - 2nd his fame spread throughout all the provinces
stood before him. e wﬁ:'ne more and more powerful.
sEsther said, “If it please the king, and if T have fol ¢ Jews went ahead on the appointed day ar
vor with him, and if he thinks it is right, and if  am * 2own their enemies with the sword. They killed an
to him, let there be a decree that reverses the o Ted their enemies and did as they pleased wit
Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, who orde *10 hated them. 6In the fortress of Susa itself,
Jews throughout all the king’s provinces should b : “fd 500 men. *They also killed Parshandatha, Da
stroyed. 6For how can I endure to see my people an - 4spatha, 8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, “Parmasht
family slaughtered and destroyed?” ;mzial' and Vaizatha—10the ten sons of Haman so
7Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther and Mor mel agm, the enemy of the Jews. But they did nc
the Jew, “I have given Esther the property of Haman, an ! t%:n der. . _
has been impaled on a pole because he tried to destro i lrgk?])l,' g}.le“ the king was informed of the num
Jews. 8Now go ahead and send a message to the Jews1 ; ﬂf Hl ed in the fortress of Susa, '2he called fo
king’s name, telling them whatever you want, and seal i of gr. e lsaxd, The Jews have killed 500 men in th
the king’s signet ring. But remember that whatever h e ﬂ:lstaha one, as well as Haman’s ten sons. If the
ready been written in the king’s name and sealed o Ba i ere, what has happened in the rest of th
signet ring can never be revoked.” » 03, tnl(l)w’ what more do Yyou want? It will b
980 on June 25* the king's secretaries were summg eryresl Oen dmg andIwilldoit.” )
and a decree was written exactly as Mordecai dictate sl ol:1 t de “If it please the king, give the Jews ir
was sent to the Jews and to the highest officers, the let the bod, 0 again tomorrow as they have done to.
nors, and the nobles of all the 127 provinces stretc ;o € bodies of Haman's ten sons be impaled on ;
from India to Ethiopia.* The decree was written < the King agreed
scripts and languages of all the peoples of the empil " ind the gingfre? éand the decree was announced in
cluding that of the Jews. 19The decree was written in - the Iew); at Sp aled the bodies of Haman's ten sons
name of King Xerxes and sealed with the king’s signet 300 ioks usa gathered together on March 8* and
Mordecai sent the dispatches by swift messengers, e tmhen, t";lnd again they took no plunder.
rode fast horses especially bred for the king’s service. had gather celot er Jews throughout the king’s prov-
1The king’s decree gave the Jews in every city auth . eﬁegf frome 1 tc})lggther t0 defend their lives. They
to unite to defend their lives. They were allowed fc all their enemies, killing 75,000 of those
slaughter, and annihilate anyone of any nationality
ince who might attack them or their children and wiv
to take the property of their enemies. 12The day chost
this event throughout all the provinces of King Xerxes
March 7 of the next year.*
13A copy of this decree was to be issued as law in
province and proclaimed to all peoples, so that the.
would be ready to take revenge on their enemies or
appointed day. 14So urged on by the king's comm
the messengers rode out swiftly on fast horses bred fos
king’s service. The same decree was also proclaime
the fortress of Susa.
15Then Mordecai left the king's presence, wearinj
royal robe of blue and white, the great crown of gold.a@.
an outer cloak of fine linen and purple. And the peo]
Susa celebrated the new decree. 16The Jews were f
with joy and gladness and were honored everywhere.
every province and city, wherever the king's decre
rived, the Jews rejoiced and had a great celebration an
clared a public festival and holiday. And many o
people of the land became Jews themselves, for
feared what the Jews might do to them.

e throughout the provinces on March

= 8 they rested,* celebrating their victory w1t7h aa ggy?)?

; and gladness. 18(The Jews at Susa killed their ene-

on iviarc}! 7 and again on March 8, then rested on
9* making that their day of feasting and gladness.)
is day, rural Jews living in remote villages celebrate

2l festival and holiday on the appointed day in late

when they rejoice and send gifts of food to each

= Festival of Purim
al recorded these events and sent letters to the
B ™e;
N?Ir aqd far, throughout all the provinces of King
/ callm§ on them to celebrate an annual festival on

= 70 days.* 22He told them to celebrate these days with

W the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, of the
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W killed their enemies on the thirteenth day and the fourteenth day,
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The Victory of the Jews 3
So on March 7* the two decrees of the king wer
into effect. On that day, the enemies of the Jey

hoped to overpower them, but quite the opposite hapj

It was the Jews who overpowered their enemies. 2The

7:9 Hebrew 50 cubits [22.5metersl.  8:9a Hebrew on the twenty-third day of the third month, the month of Sivan, of the ancient Hebrew lunar caler
This day was June 25,474 B.C;also see note on 2:16.  8:9b Hebrew to Cush. ~8:12 Hebrew the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of A
the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. The date selected was March 7,473 B.C;also seenote on 2:16.  9:1 Hebrew on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
the month of Adar, of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was March 7, 473 B.C; also see note on 2:16.
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feasting and gladness and by giving gifts of food to each
other and presents to the poor. This would commemorate a
time when the Jews gained relief from their enemies, when
their sorrow was turned into gladness and their mourning
into joy.

2330 the Jews accepted Mordecai’s proposal and adopted
this annual custom. 24Haman son of Hammedatha the Agag-
ite, the enemy of the Jews, had plotted to crush and destroy
them on the date determined by casting lots (the lots were
called purim). 25But when Esther came before the king, he
issued a decree causing Haman's evil plot to backfire, and
Haman and his sons were impaled on a sharpened pole.
26That is why this celebration is called Purim, because it is
the ancient word for casting lots.

So because of Mordecai’s letter and because of what
they had experienced, 27the Jews throughout the realm
agreed to inaugurate this tradition and to pass it on to their
descendants and to all who became Jews. They declared
they would never fail to celebrate these two prescribed
days at the appointed time each year. 28These days would
be remembered and kept from generation to generation
and celebrated by every family throughout the provinces
and cities of the empire. This Festival of Purim would
never cease to be celebrated among the Jews, nor would
the memory of what happened ever die out among their
descendants.

29Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, along with
Mordecai the Jew, wrote another letter putting the queen’s
full authority behind Mordecai's letter to establish the Festi-
val of Purim. 30Letters wishing peace and security were sent
to the Jews throughout the 127 provinces of the empire of
Xerxes. 31These lettefs established the Festival of Purim—
an annual celebration of these days at the appointed time,
decreed by both Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther. (The
people decided to observe this festival, just as they had de-
cided for themselves and their descendants to establish the
times of fasting and mourning.) 32So the command of Es-
ther confirmed the practices of Purim, and it was all written
down in the records.

The Greatness of Xerxes and Mordecai
1 King Xerxes imposed a tribute throughout his em-
pire, even to the distant coastlands. 2His great
achievements and the full account of the greatness of Mor-
decai, whom the king had promoted, are recorded in The
Book of the History of the Kings of Media and Persia. 3Mor-
decai the Jew became the prime minister, with authority
next to that of King Xerxes himself. He was very great
among the Jews, who held him in high esteem, because he
continued to work for the good of his people and to speak
up for the welfare of all their descendants.

w the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, of the Hebrew lunar calendar. This day was March 8,473 B.C;alsoseenoteon 2:16.  9:17 Hebrew
enth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth day they rested. These days were March 7 and 8,473 B.C; also see note on 2:16.

/ killed their enemies on the thirteenth day and the fourteenth day, and then rested on the fifteenth day, of the Hebrew month of Adar.

' on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar. This day of the Hebrew lunar calendar occurs in February or March.  9:21 Hebrew on the




OB

Author Uncertain; Jewish tradition regards Moses as the author; others have suggested Job himself -

as the author

Date Written Uncertain, though some of the events recorded and vocabulary used suggest it was written -
during the time of the patriarchs, between 2000 and 1800 B.C. i
Content The problem of human suffering is pondered by most everyone at some time or another. The
book of Job addresses this ancient and difficult problem. It tells the story of Job, a godly man
who endured an enormous amount of suffering while remaining faithful to God. The story
begins with Job losing his children, his many possessions, and even his own health—all withi
a very short period of time. Only Job’s wife escaped the ruin that Satan inflicted upon him
Then Job’s three friends came to comfort him and to reflect on the purpose for his suffering.
They each considered the basic question: Why must we endure suffering when God is powt fi
enough to do something about it? Job’s wife simply declared it all unfair, advising Job, “C
God and die” (2:9). Each of Job's three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, delivered spee
accounting for Job’s misery. A young man, Elihu, tried to summarize the situation with yet -
another explanation. But all of them failed to provide Job with a satisfactory answer. Finally,
God himself spoke directly to Job, asking him a long list of questions that forced himto
recognize his finite understanding of life. Job realized that ultimately God is in charge and
knows what he is doing. So Job remained silent and stood in awe of God’s sovereignty. In
the end, God restored Job’s health, possessions, and family.

Prologue

There once was a man named Job who lived in the land

of Uz. He was blameless—a man of complete integrity.
He feared God and stayed away from evil. 2He had seven
sons and three daughters. 3He owned 7,000 sheep, 3,000
camels, 500 teams of oxen, and 500 female donkeys. He
also had many servants. He was, in fact, the richest person in
that entire area.

4Job's sons would take turns preparing feasts in their

homes, and they would also invite their three sisters to cele-
brate with them. SWhen these celebrations ended—some-
times after several days—Job would purify his children. He
would get up early in the morning and offer a burnt offering
for each of them. For Job said to himself, “Perhaps my chil-
dren have sinned and have cursed God in their hearts.” This
was Job's regular practice.

Job’s First Test
60ne day the members of the heavenly court* came to pre-
sent themselves before the Lorp, and the Accuser, Satan,*
came with them. 7“Where have you come from?” the LorD
asked Satan.

Satan answered the Lorp, “I have been patrolling the
earth, watching everything that's going on.”

8Then the Lorp asked Satan, “Have you noticed my ser-
vant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth. He is blame-
less—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays
away from evil.”

9Satan replied to the Lorp, “Yes, but Job has good reason
to fear God. °You have always put a wall of protection
around him and his home and his property. You have made
him prosper in everything he does. Look how rich he is!
11But reach out and take away everything he has, and he will
surely curse you to your face!”

12“All right, you may test him,” the Lorbp said to Satan.
“Do whatever you want with everything he possesses,
but don’t harm him physically.” So Satan left the Lorp’s
presence.

1:6a Hebrew the sons of God.
similarly throughout this chapter.

1:6b Hebrew and the satan; similarly throughout this chapter.

¢

130ne day when Job's sons and daughters were feastin
the oldest brother’s house, 4a messenger arrived at |
home with this news: “Your oxen were plowing, with
donkeys feeding beside them, 'Swhen the Sabeans ral
us. They stole all the animals and killed all the farmhant
am the only one who escaped to tell you.”

16While he was still speaking, another messenger an
with this news: “The fire of God has fallen from heaven
burned up your sheep and all the shepherds. I am the
one who escaped to tell you.” f

17While he was still speaking, a third messenger
with this news: “Three bands of Chaldean raiders ha
len your camels and killed your servants. I am the onl
who escaped to tell you.” -

18While he was still speaking, another messeng
with this news: “Your sons and daughters were feast
their oldest brother’s home. 1“Suddenly, a powerful
swept in from the wilderness and hit the house on alls
The house collapsed, and all your children are dead. Ias
only one who escaped to tell you.” )

20Job stood up and tore his robe in grief. Then he sh
his head and fell to the ground to worship. 2'He said,

“1 came naked from my mother’s womb,
and I will be naked when I leave.
The Lorp gave me what I had,
and the Lorp has taken it away.
Praise the name of the Lorp!”

22 all of this, Job did not sin by blaming God.

Job’s Second Test
2 One day the members of the heavenly cou
again to present themselves before the Lorp, &

Accuser, Satan,* came with them. 2“Where have yo
from?” the Lorp asked Satan.

Satan answered the Lorp, “I have been patrolli
earth, watching everything that's going on.”

3Then the Lorp asked Satan, “Have you noticed
2:1aHebrew the sons of God.  2:1b Hebrew and &

1 Job? He is the finest man in all the earth. He is bl
a man qf complete integrity. He fears God and
fr_gm evil. And he has maintained his integrity,
vou urged me to harm him without cause.”
m r_ephed to the Loro, “Skin for skin! A man will
Tything he has to save his life. SBut reach outand
health, aru_:l he will surely curse you to your fac
“_.Jl right, do with him as you please,” the Lorp sai
— But spare his life.” 7So Satan left the Lorp’s p
o ?nd he strugk Jobwith terrible boils from head to f
2bscraped his skin with a piece of broken pottery a:
ong thg ashes. °His wife said to him, “Are you sﬁll‘
< "0 maintain your integrity? Curse God and die.”
'A3ut Job replied, “You talk like a foolish woma'n Sho
::cept only good things from the hand of God ar;d ne
~ing bad?” So in all this, Job said nothing wrong.

s Three Friends Share His Anguish
en three of Job's friends heard of the tragedy he t

te, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar th i
' they saw Job from a distance?they sgal;lfg;nggclé
im. Wailing loudly, they tore their robes and thr
_Jto the air over their heads to show their grief. 13Th
st on the ground with him for seven days and nigh

said a word to Job, for the i i
et o y saw that his suffering w

"2 5 First Speech

i;st Job spoke, and he cursed the day of his birth. 2K

- the day of my birth be erased,
=nd the night I was conceived.
* !hat day be turned to darkness.
-=Litbe lost even to God on high,
and lst no light shine on it.
= e darkness and utter i
i gloom claim that day
-=1 2 black cloud overshadow it,
let_the darkness terrify it.
; {night be blotted off the calendar,
=/er again to be counted among the days of the year,

~"=eragain to appear among the months,

Tnight be childless.
thave no joy.
—0se who are experts at cursing—

*70se cursing could rouse Leviathan*—
~sethat day.

P = morning stars remain dark.

-= ithope for light, but in vain;
“ It never see the morning light.
at day for failing to shut my mother’s womb,

tting me be born to see all this trouble. '
“wasn'tI born dead?
" v didn’t I die as I came from the womb?

_#2sTlaid on my mother’s lap? ;

~+ did she nurse me at her breasts?
“ied at birth, I would now be at peace
ould tt)e asleep and at rest. :
= rest with the world’s kings and pri ini
-se great buildings now liegin ru(iinpglme insters
est with princes, rich in gold,

palaces were filled with silver.

““cation of Leviathan is disputed, ranei y
= wind sent shivers up my spige. PG 1o earbly creaore
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© 257 He is the finest man in all the earth. He is blame- 16 Why wasn't I buried like a stillborn child,
man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays like a baby who never lives to see the light?
m evil. And he has maintained his integrity, even 17 For in death the wicked cause no trouble,

= you urged me to harm him without cause.” and the weary are at rest.

=znreplied to the Lorp, “Skin for skin! Aman will give 18 Even captives are at ease in death,

‘thing he has to save his life. But reach out and take with no guards to curse them.

health, and he will surely curse you to your face!” 19 Rich and poor are both there,

~ right, do with him as you please,” the Loro said to and the slave is free from his master.

‘But spare his life.” 7So Satan left the Lorp’s pres-
d he struck Job with terrible boils from head to foot.
<craped his skin with a piece of broken pottery as he
“ng the ashes. *His wife said to him, “Are you still try-
~aintain your integrity? Curse God and die.”

Job replied, “You talk like a foolish woman. Should
tonly good things from the hand of God and never
< bad?” So in all this, Job said nothing wrong.

- author; others have suggested Job hims -

20 “Oh, why give light to those in misery,
and life to those who are bitter?

21 They long for death, and it won’t come.
They search for death more eagerly than for

hidden treasure.

22 They're filled with joy when they finally die,
and rejoice when they find the grave.

2 Why is life given to those with no future,

+ Three Friends Share His Anguish those God has surrounded with difficulties?

"~ three of Job's friends heard of the tragedy he had *4 Leannptegt for051gh1ntgl,ik "

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, delivered spe f they got together and traveled from their homesto Wt$¥lg;;)\zgss%e§:;has ;;"a gie T

5, tried to summarize the situation with yet and console him. Their names were Eliphaz the What I dr):a ke fas comepgue g

-ovide Job with a satisfactory answer. Finalf "= Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. 25 Thave it eace 16 rtetness .

long list of questions that forced himto hey saw Job from a distance, they scarcely recog- Ihave ESres't' oncll trouble comes.”

zlized that ultimately God is in charge anc “ . Wailing loudly, they tore their robes and threw 2Oy '

- and stood in awe of God's sovereignty. - the air over their heads to show their grief. 3Then . 7.

, and family. * = on the ground with him for seven days and nights. El'p']'.'ﬁz sEI1=i|r}s1t th;sp_;) nse tto £°bﬁ a0 Jiib:

daword toJob, for they saw that his suffering was 4 £IL R iptaz (E. [ EHAHETEPIECo Job: ‘ I

T words. 2 "Will you be patient and let me say a word? ‘

For who could keep from speaking out? il

‘and vocabulary used suggest it was written
Jand 1800 B.C. s
¢ most everyone at some time or another. T
sroblem. It tells the story of Job, a godly m2
 while remaining faithful to God. The story.
ssessions, and even his own health—all
ped the ruin that Satan inflicted upon him.
nd to reflect on the purpose for his suffering
must we endure suffering when God is po
nply declared it all unfair, advising Job,

me day when Job’s sons and daughters were fi 225
dest brother’s house, 14a messenger arrived 2
with this news: “Your oxen were plowing
=ys feeding beside them, Swhen the Sabeans
2y stole all the animals and killed all the farm
2 only one who escaped to tell you.” :

st Speat 3 “In the past you have encouraged many people;
st is birth. 2 g
st Job spoke, and he cursed the day of his birth. 2He you have strengthened those who were weak. |
4 Your words have supported those who were falling;

. : . —e day of my birth be erased, you encouraged those with shaky knees.
gﬂeet\‘;s‘_"?;gﬁlirsgg?lggg';gs‘);;?;ﬁeris; : - the night I was conceived. 5 But now when trouble strikes, you lose heart.
- Tews: sheep and all the shepherds =" day be turned to darkness. You are terrified when it touches you. d
vhoup yguz S tgll i 5 = be lost even to God on high, 6 Doesn't your reverence for God give you confidence?
mesi P e sy ki i et no light shine on it. Doesn't your life of integrity give you hope?

Si'e e WasSHLSpes iy - arkness and utter gloom claim that day v ; ] )
his news: “Three bands of Chaldean raide “or its own. 7 “Stop and think! Do the innocent die?
yur camels and killed your servants. I am . :hblack cléu d e : ‘When have the upright been destroyed?
” 2 adow it, :
>scaped to tell you. g 8 My experience shows that those who plant trouble
While he was still speaking, another messe t the daricness teprify it and cultivate evil will harvest the same
€ peaking, == night be blotted off the calendar, 3

this news: “Your sons and daughters were
oldest brother’s home. *Suddenly, a powe
: in from the wilderness and hit the house on-
ouse collapsed, and all your children are dead
ne who escaped to tell you.” 548
ob stood up and tore his robe in grief. Then
=3d and fell to the ground to worship. 2'He s

aga?n to be counted amol?g the dﬁys of the year, i b;ﬁzg‘vgr%g?g "; gle:gg)f'shtil;?:éer i
again to appear among the months. . i g g
night be childless. 10 The lion roars and the wildcat snarls,

have no joy but the teeth of strong lions will be broken.
» : . 11 The fierce lion will starve for lack of prey

who are experts at cursing— : - !

- cursing could rouse Leviathan*— and the cubs of the lioness will be scattered.

that day. 12 “This truth was given to me in secret,
came naked from my mother’s womb, - —orning stars remain dark. as though whispered in my ear.
and I will be naked when I leave. * = hope for light, but in vain; 13 It came to me in a disturbing vision at night,
2 Lo=p gave me what I had, ever see the morning light. when people are in a deep sleep.
2nd the Lorp has taken it away. day for failing to shut my mother’s womb, 14 Fear gripped me,
aise the name of the Lorp!” “1ing me be born to see all this trouble. and my bones trembled.

- 15 A spirit* swept past my face,

ST ? J

'nrtl'lt ?gg Sse?(ciz;me from the womb? and oy hair stood on end.*

1 12id on my mother’s lan? ' 16 The spirit stopped, but I couldn'’t see its shape.
dshe nurs)cle me at her bgéasm Theye:was 2 form before my eyes.

g e N In the silence I heard a voice say, ]

i géiﬂggé ;‘f; ﬁ ? ;‘f[v beitpeake: 17 ‘Can a mortal be innocent before God? ‘
=st with the world's kings and prime ministers, Can anyone be pure before the Creator?

eat buildings now lie in ruins. '8 “If God does not trust his own angels ‘
twith princes, rich in gold, and has charged his messengers with foolishness, |
nalaces were filled with silver. 9 how much less will he trust people made of clay!

ton of Leviathan is disputed, ranging from an earthly creature to a mythical sea monster in ancient literature.  4:15a Or wind; also in 4:16.
i sent shivers up my spine.

211 of this, Job did not sin by blaming God.

s Second Test
Jne day the members of the heavenly ce
:gain o present themselves before the Lozz
ser, Satan,* came with them. 2*Where have:
2" the Lorp asked Satan. -
=2n answered the Lorp, “I have been pa™

L watching everything that's goingon.”
Then the Lorp asked Satan, “Have you notic:
apter. 2:1aHebrew the sons of God.  2:1b Hebre
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They are made of dust, crushed as easily as a moth. 26 You will go to the grave at aripe old age,

20 They are alive in the morning but dead by evening,
gone forever without a trace.

21 Their tent-cords are pulled and the tent collapses,
and they die in ignorance.

Job’s Second Speech: A ReSponse to Eliphaz

Eliphaz’s Response Continues
5 14Cry for help, but will anyone answer you?
Which of the angels* will help you?
2 Surely resentment destroys the fool,
and jealousy Kills the simple.
3 I have seen that fools may be successful for
the moment,
but then comes sudden disaster.
4 Their children are abandoned far from help;
they are crushed in court with no one to
defend them.
s The hungry devour their harvest,
even when it is guarded by brambles.*
The thirsty pant after their wealth.
6 But evil does not spring from the soil,
and trouble does not sprout from the earth.
7 People are born for trouble
as readily as sparks fly up from a fire.

8 “If  were you, I would go to God
and present my case to him.

9 He does great things too marvelous to understand.
He performs countless miracles.

10 He gives rain for the earth
and water for the fields.

11 He gives prosperity to the poor
and protects those who suffer.

12 He frustrates the plans of schemers
so the work of their hands will not succeed.

13 He traps the wise in their own cleverness
so their cunning schemes are thwarted.

14 They find it is dark in the daytime,

Then Job spoke again:

2 “If my misery could be weighed
and my troubles be put on the scales,
3 they would outweigh all the sands of the sea.
That is why I spoke impulsively.

Their poison infects my spirit.
God's terrors are lined up against me.
5 Don't I have a right to complain?

and oxen bellow when they have no food?
6 Don't people complain about unsalted food?

7 My appetite disappears when I look at it;
1 gag at the thought of eating it!

8 “Oh, that I might have my request,
that God would grant my desire.
9 Twish he would crush me.

10 At least I can take comfort in this:
Despite the pain,

11 But I don't have the strength to endure.
I have nothing to live for. -
12 Do I have the strength of a stone?
Is my body made of bronze?
13 No, I am utterly helpless,
without any chance of success.

14 “One should be kind to a fainting friend,
but you accuse me without any fear of the

and they grope at noon as if it were night. Almighty.*
i rescfu&s the poor from the cutting words 15 My brothers, you have proved as unreliable as
of thestrong, a seasonal brook
and rescues them from the clutches of the that overflows its banks in the spring
paRev, 16 when it is swollen with ice and melting sno

16 And so at last the poor have hope,
and the snapping jaws of the wicked are shut. The brook vanishes in the heat
18 The caravans turn aside to be refreshed,

17 “But consider the joy of those corrected by God!
but there is nothing to drink, so they die.

Do not despise the discipline of the Almighty
when you sin.
18 For though he wounds, he also bandages.
He strikes, but his hands also heal.
19 From six disasters he will rescue you;
even in the seventh, he will keep you from evil.
20 He will save you from death in time of famine,
from the power of the sword in time of war.
21 You will be safe from slander
and have no fear when destruction comes.
22 You will laugh at destruction and famine;
wild animals will not terrify you.
23 You will be at peace with the stones of the field,
and its wild animals will be at peace with you.
24 You will know that your home is safe.
When you survey your possessions, nothing will
be missing.
25 You will have many children;

the travelers from Sheba hope to find it.
20 They count on it but are disappointed.

When they arrive, their hopes are dashed.
21 You, too, have given no help.

22 But why? Have I ever asked you for a gift?

or to save me from ruthless people?
24 Teach me, and I will keep quiet.

Show me what I have done wrong.
25 Honest words can be painful,

but what do your criticisms amount to?
26 Do you think your words are convincing

like a sheaf of grain harvested at the proper time!

27 “We have studied life and found all this to be true. 3
Listen to my counsel, and apply it to yourself.”

4 For the Almighty has struck me down with his arro "

Don't wild donkeys bray when they find no grass,

Does anyone want the tasteless white of an egg?*

I wish he would reach out his hand and kill me.

I have not denied the words of the Holy One.

17 But when the hot weather arrives, the water di

19 The caravans from Tema search for this water;

You have seen my calamity, and you are afraid

Have I begged for anything of yours for myself
23 Have I asked you to rescue me from my enemies

when you disregard my cry of desperation?
27 You would even send an orphan into slavery*

“ ook at me!
- Would I lie to your face?
~0p assuming my guilt,
for I'have done no wrong.
Jo gou think I am lying?
on't Iknow the dif; i
ol ference between right

7 Is Sot ?11 human life a struggle?
_ Vurlives are like that of a hir'
““= aworker who longs for the shafii o
like a servant Wwaiting to be paid. .

- 20, have been assigned months of futility,

‘ong and weary nights of mise
b ot 3 3 ” rY'
_;gtm bed_, I'think, ‘When will it be morning?’
N ;Joéhg night drag; on,and I toss till dawn.
> Y IS covered with maggots and scabs,
1y skin breaks open, oozing with pus .

It Cries Out to God

v days fly faster than a
i | ! weaver’

I ;’:Iey end without hope, e

- =24, remember that my life is byt
= . . a b

‘ :..d Iwill never again feel happiness, R

= >ee me now, but not for long. .

-ouwill look for me, but I will be gone.

-~ =sacloud dissipates and vanishes

) ;‘,DSE who die* will not come back.
= are gone forever from their home—
=ver to be seen again.

~"notkeep from Speaking.

“ust express my anguish,
+* bitter soul must complain.
! f iea monster or a dragon .

- youmust place me ui

- My bed will comfortnr(rile:zr i
ﬂ} sleep will ease my misery"
Enyou shatter me with dre’ams

< terrify me with visions,
rather be strangled—
aher QIe than suffer like this,
my life and don’t want to goon living
- ‘2ave me alone for my few remaininé days.

a;e people, that you should make so
you sh_ould think of us so often?
£Xamine Us every morning '

st us every moment,

“on'tyou leave me alone,

much of us,

‘ * ==stlong enough for me to swallow!

sinned, what have I done
icher of all humanity? R
“zke me your target?

A I a_burden to you?

ust forgive my sin

I ke away my guilt?

e, T will li i
ML - willlie down in the dust and die.

=7 you look for me, I will be gone.”

: I's :Tfst Response to Job

dad the Shuhite replied to Job:

* ‘ong will you go on like this?
und like a blustering wind .
twist justice? .

10

your descendants will be as plentiful as grass! or sell a friend.
5:1 Hebrew the holy ones. 5:5 The meaning of the Hebrew for this phrase is uncertain.  6:6 Or the tasteless juice of the mallow plant?  6:14 Q
. or he might lose his fear of the Almighty. 6:27 Hebrew even gamble over an orphan.

2 Almighty twist what is right?

0 downto Sheol. 9:3 OrIfGodwantedrotakesomeme to cowrt
court




2u will go to the grave at a ripe old age, ]
like a sheaf of grain harvested at the proper time

Ve have studied life and found all this to be t ' ‘ have done no wrong,

Listen to my counsel, and apply it to yourself. " o think Tam lying?
“on 't Tknow the difference between right
=nd wrong?

s Second Speech: A Response to Eliphaz
Then Job spoke again:

- “If my misery could be weighed

and my troubles be put on the scales,

2y would outweigh all the sands of the sea.
That is why I spoke impulsively.

r the Almighty has struck me down with his a [TC
Their poison infects my spirit.

God's terrors are lined up against me.
n'tI have a right to complain?

Don't wild donkeys bray when they find no gra
and oxen bellow when they have no food?
1t people complain about unsalted food?
Does anyone want the tasteless white of an e gg’
‘appetite disappears when I look at it;
' gag at the thought of eating it!

1, that I might have my request,

= notallhuman life a struggle?
-ur lives are like that of a hired hand,
"l  worker who longs for the shade,
= 2 servant waiting to be paid.
“. "ave been assigned months of futility,
2 and weary nights of misery.

1 bed, I think, ‘When will it be morning?’
the night drags on, and I toss till dawn.
~dy is covered with maggots and scabs.

" skin breaks open, oozing with pus.

i ~2s5 Out to God

=2ys fly faster than a weaver's shuttle.
<y end without hope.
. remember that my life is but a breath,

: ['will never again feel happiness.
hat God would grant my desire. ' =2 me now, but not for long.

sh he would crush me. : £ - will look for me, but I will be gone,
‘wish he would reach out hlS' hand and kill me 2 cloud dissipates and vanishes,
=2stI can take comfort in this: e who die* will not come back.
Jespite the pain,

have not denied the words of the Holy One.

72 gone forever from their home—
Idon't have the strength to endure.

"7 to be seen again.

have nothing to live for. - =mnot keep from speaking.
have the strength of a stone? lust express my anguish.
‘my body made of bronze? L bitter soul must complain,
am utterly helpless, 2 Sea monster or a dragon
‘thout any chance of success.

~2Tyou must place me under guard?
-should be kind to a fainting friend, o 5 'slf\ed g’pb;glvgi:mf;i?r;’,
m gﬁgl ze me without any fear of the "I Ten you shatter me with dre'ams

: . errify my sions.

r:t;:;ggf;% ?ggﬁ proved as unreliable as d r;ggr bg gtltal;l‘glll el di
2t overflows its banks in the spring . e ?.lfe thaél;uf{gr hk‘te tthls. livi
2n it is swollen with ice and melting snow. = rlny 1le and don't want to go on ving.
hien the hot weather arrives, the water disap, ) -1 leave me alone for my few remaining days.
e brook vanishes in the heat. 3
aravans turn aside to be refreshed,
: there is nothing to drink, so theydie. ~U examine us every morning
2ravans from Tema search for this water: d test us every moment,
travelers from Sheba hope to find it. T won't you leave me alone,
-ount on it but are disappointed. # ‘zastlong enough for me to swallow!
2n they arrive, their hopes are dashed. =ve sinned, what have I done to you,
20, have given no help. 3 watcher of all humanity?
1 have seen my calamity, and you are afraid. 1 make me your target?
1?2 Have I ever asked you for a gift? i 1Iaburden to you?
21 begged for anything of yours for myself? j
asked you to rescue me from my enemies,
> save me from ruthless people?
me, and I will keep quiet. .
 me what I have done wrong.
2 wiords can be painful, ;
what do your criticisms amount to?
think your words are convincing
2 you disregard my cry of desperation?
uld even send an orphan into slavery*
1l 2 friend.

6 Or the tasteless juice of the mallow plant?  6:140r.

~2tyou should think of us so often?

onIwill lie down in the dust and die,
‘ 2enyou look for me, I will be gone.”

First Response to Job
"= Bildad the Shuhite replied to Job:

~ow long will you go on like this?
sound like a blustering wind.
od twist justice?

-2s the Almighty twist what is right?
W= who go down to Sheol.

"""zt are people, that you should make so much of us

9:3 Or If God wanted to take Someone to court.
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* Your children must have sinned against him,
so their punishment was well deserved.

* But if you pray to God
and seek the favor of the Almighty,

¢ and if you are pure and live with integrity,

he will surely rise up and restore your happy home.

7 And though you started with little,
you will end with much.

8 “Just ask the previous generation.
Pay attention to the experience of our ancestors,
¢ For we were born but yesterday and know nothing.
Our days on earth are as fleeting as a shadow.
10 But those who came before us will teach you.
They will teach you the wisdom of old.

"' “Can papyrus reeds grow tall without a marsh?
Can marsh grass flourish without water?
12 While they are still flowering, not ready to be cut,
they begin to wither more quickly than grass.
'3 The same happens to all who forget God.
The hopes of the godless evaporate.
™4 Their confidence hangs by a thread.
They are leaning on a spider’s web.
'S They cling to their home for security, but it won'’t last.
They try to hold it tight, but it will not endure,
16 The godless seem like a lush plant growing in the
sunshine,
its branches spreading across the garden.
17 Its roots grow down through a pile of stones;
it takes hold on abed of rocks,
'8 But when it is uprooted,
it's as though it never existed!
1% That's the end of its life,

and others spring up from the earth to replace it.

20 “But look, God will not reject a person of integrity,
nor will he lend a hand to the wicked.

21 He will once again fill your mouth with laughter
and your lips with shouts of joy.

22 Those who hate you will be clothed with shame,
and the home of the wicked will be destroyed.”

Job’s Third Speech: A Response to Bildad
9 Then Job spoke again:

2 “Yes, Tknow all this is true in principle.
But how can a person be declared innocent
in God's sight?
* If someone wanted to take God to court*
would it be possible to answer him even once
in a thousand times?
4 For God is so wise and so mighty.
Who has ever challenged him successfully?

* “Without warning, he moves the mountains,
overturning them in his anger.
¢ He shakes the earth from its place,
and its foundations tremble.
7 If he commands it, the sun won't rise
and the stars won't shine,
8 He alone has spread out the heavens
and marches on the waves of the sea.
° He made all the stars—the Bear and Orion,
the Pleiades and the constellations of the
southern sky.
1 He does great things too marvelous to understand.
He performs countless miracles.
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11 “Yet when he comes near, I cannot see him.
When he moves by, I do not see him go.
12 If he snatches someone in death, who can stop him?
Who dares to ask, ‘What are you doing?’
13 And God does not restrain his anger.
Even the monsters of the sea* are crushed beneath
his feet.

14 “So who am ], that I should try to answer God
or even reason with him?
15 Even if I were right, I would have no defense.
1 could only plead for mercy.
16 And even if I summoned him and he responded,
I'm not sure he would listen to me.
17 For he attacks me with a storm
and repeatedly wounds me without cause.
18 He will not let me catch my breath,
but fills me instead with bitter sorrows.
19 If it’s a question of strength, he’s the strong one.
If it's a matter of justice, who dares to summon
him to court?
20 Though I am innocent, my own mouth would
pronounce me guilty.
Though I am blameless, it* would prove
me wicked.

21 “] am innocent,
but it makes no difference to me—
1 despise my life.

22 Innocent or wicked, it is all the same to God.
That's why I say, ‘He destroys both the blameless and

the wicked.’

23 When a plague* sweeps through,
he laughs at the death of the innocent.

24 The whole earth is in the hands of the wicked,
and God blinds the eyes of the judges.
If he’s not the one who does it, who is?

25 “My life passes more swiftly than a runner.
1t flees away without a glimpse of happiness.
26 Tt disappears like a swift papyrus boat,
like an eagle swooping down on its prey.
27 If I decided to forget my complaints,
to put away my sad face and be cheerful,
28 Twould still dread all the pain,
for I know you will not find me innocent, O God.
29 ‘Whatever happens, I will be found guilty.
So what's the use of trying?
30 Even if I were to wash myself with soap
and clean my hands with lye,
31 you would plunge me into a muddy ditch,
and my own filthy clothing would hate me.

32 “God is not a mortal like me,
so I cannot argue with him or take him to trial.
33 If only there were a mediator between us,
someone who could bring us together.
34 The mediator could make God stop beating me,
and I would no longer live in terror of his
punishment.
35 Then I could speak to him without fear,
but I cannot do that in my own strength.

Job Frames His Plea to God
1 0 1“T am disgusted with my life.
Let me complain freely.
My bitter soul must complain.

9:13 Hebrew the helpers of Rahab, the name of a mythical sea monster that represents chaos in ancient literature.

10:10 Hebrew You poured me out like milk / and curdled me like cheese.

2 T will say to God, ‘Don’t simply condemn me—

tell me the charge you are bringing against me.

3 What do you gain by oppressing me?

Why do you reject me, the work of your own hand
while smiling on the schemes of the wicked?

4 Are your eyes like those of a human?
Do you see things only as people see them?
s Is your lifetime only as long as ours?
Is your life so short
6 that you must quickly probe for my guilt
and search for my sin?
7 Although you know I am not guilty,
no one can rescue me from your hands.

8 “You formed me with your hands; you made me,

yet now you completely destroy me.
9 Remember that you made me from dust—
will you turn me back to dust so soon?
10 You guided my conception
and formed me in the womb.*
11 You clothed me with skin and flesh,

and you knit my bones and sinews together. ‘ ; :
12 You gave me life and showed me your unfailing lo

My life was preserved by your care.

13 ““Yet your real motive—
your true intent—
14 was to watch me, and if I sinned,
you would not forgive my guilt.
15 If I am guilty, too bad for me;

and even if I'm innocent, I can’t hold my head h '

because I am filled with shame and misery.

16 And if I hold my head high, you hunt me like a lion
and display your awesome power against me.

17 Again and again you witness against me.
You pour out your growing anger on me
and bring fresh armies against me.

18 ““Why, then, did you deliver me from my mothef’ i

womb? i
Why didn't you let me die at birth?
19 Tt would be as though I had never existed,

going directly from the womb to the grave.

20 T have only a few days left, so leave me alone,
that I may have a moment of comfort
21 before I leave—never to return—
for the land of darkness and utter gloom.
22 Jtis a land as dark as midnight,
aland of gloom and confusion,
where even the light is dark as midnight.

"

Zophar's First Response to job
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied to Job: "
2 “Shouldn’t someone answer this torrent of

Is a person proved innocent just by a lot of tall

3 Should I remain silent while you babble on?
When you mock God, shouldn’t someone mak

ashamed?

4 You claim, ‘My beliefs are pure,’
and ‘Tam clean in the sight of God.’

5 If only God would speak;
if only he would tell you what he thinks!

6 If only he would tell you the secrets of wisdom, -
for true wisdom is not a simple matter.

Listen! God is doubitless punishing you

far less than you deserve!

9:200rhe.  9:23 Or disaster.

-2n you solve the mysteries of God?
-an you discover everything about the Almighty
- -chknowledge is higher than the heavens—
and who are you?
< deeper than the underworld*—
w~hat do you know?
* = broader than the earth
=nd wider than the sea.
- -od comes and puts a person in prison
or calls the court to order, who can stop him?
7 he knows those who are false,
2nd he takes note of all their sins.
+~ empty-headed person won'’t become wise
any g'll?:lri than a wild donkey can bear a human
child.

- only you would prepare your heart
=nd lift up your hands to him in prayer!
= 7id of your sins,
_ nd leave all iniquity behind you.
“=1 your face will brighten with innocence.
“ouwill be strong and free of fear.
- will forget your misery;
“ will be like water flowing away.
-~ life will be brighter than the noonday.
-en darkness will be as bright as morning.
“=ng hope will give you courage.
“ou will be protected and will rest in safety.
"= will lie down unafraid,
:d many will look to you for help.
* he wicked will be blinded.
::ey will have no escape.
“eir only hope is death.”

=_ourth Speech: A Response to Zophar
"hen Job spoke again:

2 :You people really know everything, don't you?
~d when you die, wisdom will die with you!
I'know a few things myself—

dyou're no better than I am.

70 doesn’t know these things you've been sayin
v friends laugh at me, o ki
[call on God and expect an answer.

stand blameless man,

they laugh at me.

= who are at ease mock those in trouble.

<Y give a push to people who are stumbling.

© “bbers are left in peace,

< those who provoke God live in safety—

“ough God keeps them in his power.

sk the animals, and they will teach you.
“ the birds of the sky, and they will tell you.
‘0 the earth, and it will instruct you.
-= the fish in the sea speak to you.
=y all know
y disaster* has come from the hand of the Lo:
fe of every living thing is in his hand,
e breath of every human being.
© tests the words it hears
2s the mouth distinguishes between foods.
belongs to the aged,
understanding to the old.

22 wisdom and power are found in God:
sel and understanding are his.

7an Sheol.  11:120r than a wild male donkey can b
< might kill me, but I hope in him. e Cabe
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‘Don'tsi emn me— - vousolve the mysteries of God? 14 What he destroys cannot be rebuilt.
mjtgl&xar):et (t)hioc?';a?;en ytoslirgrpel}tlnc'ic;\rgng against ~=7 you discover everything about the Almighty? When he puts someone in prison, there is no escape. |
vhat do you gain by oppressing me? ~ <nowledge is higher than the heavens— 'S If he holds back the rain, the earth becomes a desert. [l |

‘Why do you reject me, the work of your own h - who are you? If he releases the waters, they flood the earth. |
while smiling on the schemes of the wicked? -zeper than the underworld*— 16 Yes, strength and wisdom are his;

re your eyes like those of a human?
Do you see things only as people see them?
-your lifetime only as long as ours?

b watdo you know? decgivers and deceived are both in his power.
© © “roader than the earth 17 He leads counselors away, stripped of good judgment;
wider than the sea. wise judges become fools.

Is your life so short *-< comes and puts a person in prison ) '8 He removes the royal robe of kings. o
2t you must quickly probe for my guilt " -alls the court to order, who can stop him? They are led away with ropes around their waist.
and search for my sin? © ~= knows those who are false, 19 He leads priests away, stripped of status;
ithough you know I am not guilty, 2 he takes note of all their sins. : he overthrows those with long years in power.
o one can rescue me from your hands. * =pty-headed person won'’t become wise 20 He silences the trusted adviser
: : < more than a wild donkey can bear a human and removes the insight of the elders.
You formed me vntlh {(}u{ihagdsi )’0(;1 made me. “hild.* 21 He pours disgrace upon princes I
2t now you completely destroy me. :
gnemberymat ybupmade me from dust—  you would prepare your heart ) and disarms the sl.trong.. . b
will you turn me back to dust so soon? liftup your hands to him in prayer! 22 “He uncovers mysteries hidden in darkness; il
5u guided my conception of your sins, - ) he brings light to the deepest gloom. 4
and formed me in the womb.* - leave all iniquity behind you. # He builds up nations, and he destroys them. I
ou clothed me with skin and flesh, ] ' vour face will brighten with innocence, He expands nations, and he_ abandons them. 1l
2nd you knit }ny bones and sinews together. | -2 will be strong and free of fear. 24 He strips kings of understapdmg | i
su gave me life and showed me your unfailing Ic -« forget your misery; and leaves them wandering in a pathless wasteland. it
My life was preserved by your care. r i}l be like water flowing away. 25 They grope in the darkness without a light. I

" “fe will be brighter than the noonday.

; He makes them stagger like drunkards. ‘ ‘ ‘
Yet your real motive— 7 darkness will be as bright as morning.
your trueintent— : hope will give you courage. Job Wants to Argue His Case with God E‘
as to watch me, and if I sinned, 2 will be protected and will rest in safety. 1 3 1 “Look, I have seen all this with my own eyes i
you would not forgive my guilt. -1l lie down unafraid, and heard it with my own ears, and now I ‘ |
Tam guilty, too bad for me; § ~= many will look to you for help. understand. ' \
and even if I'm innocent, I can’t hold my head & “ur == wicked will be blinded. 2 Tknow as much as you do. :
because I am filled with shame and misery.

7 will have no escape. You are no better than I am.

7d if T hold my head high, you hunt me like a lice

N AL =Ir only hope is death.” 3 As for me, Twould speak directly to the Almighty.
2nd display your awesome power against me. I want to argue my case with God himself.

23N and again you witness against me. " “ourth Speech: A Response to Zophar * As for you, you smear me with lies.
“You pour out your growing anger on me 7 “menJob spoke again:

As physicians, you are worthless quacks.

d bring fresh armies against me. K
= & B - "You people really know everything, don't you? * If only you could be silent!

Why, then, did you deliver me from my mother's

= when you die, wisdom will die with you! ) Lisg;f:jg‘ec‘”‘h;fs;_”‘mg you could do.
womb? iy b = “know a few things myself— y Charge;
Why didn't you let me die at birth? =2 you're no better than I am. pay attention to my arguments.

would be as though  had never existed,
going directly from the womb to the grave.
ave only a few days left, so leave me alone,
that I may have a moment of comfort
Zfore [ leave—never to return—

“0 doesn’t know these things you've been saying? 7 "Are you defending God with lies?

« friends laugh at me, Do you make your dishonest arguments for his sake?
[ call on God and expect an answer. 8 Will you slant your testimony in his favor?
=z ustand blameless man, Will you argue God’s case for him?

>
’ ey laugh at me. 2 What will happen when he finds out what you are doing? .
or the land of darkness and utter gloom. who are at ease mock those in trouble. Can you fool him as easily as you fool people?
saland as dark as midnight, give a push to people who are stumbling. 10 No, you will be in trouble with him
aland of gloom gnd Qonf“SIOH' " oSbers are left in peace, if you secretly slant your testimony in his favor.
where even the light is dark as midnight. < those who provoke God live in safety— "1 Doesn't his majesty terrify you?

1ar’s First Response to Job
- Then Zophar the Naamathite replied to Job

2 "Shouldn’t someone answer this torrent of
Isa person proved innocent just by alot of tz
ould I remain silent while you babble on?

-gh God keeps them in his power. Doesn't your fear of him overwhelm you?
= : ; 12 Your platitudes are as valuable as ashes.
sk the animals, and they will teach you. : -
the birds of the sky, and they will tell you. Your defense s as fragile as a clay pot.
‘0 the earth, and it will instruct you. 13 “Be silent now and leave me alone.
ne fish in the sea speak to you. Let me speak, and I will face the consequences.

dn’ = v all know 14 Yes, I will take my life in my hands i
When you mock God, shouldn't someone m my disaster* has come from the hand of the Loro. and say what I really think. '
dﬁﬁmﬁ%euefs il - life of every living thing is in his hand, '* God might kill me, but I have no other hope.*
o ] ;

e breath of every human being. Iam going to argue my case with him.

© tests the words it hears 16 But this is what will save me—I am not godless.
2s the mouth distinguishes between foods. If Iwere, I could not stand before him.
- belongs to the aged,

and Tam clean in the sight of God.’

nly God would speak;

£ only he would tell you what he thinks!
mly he would tell you the secrets of wisdom.

a ; 17 “Listen closely to what I am about to say.
rc und, ;

‘or true wisdom is not a simple matter. nderstanding to the old Hear me out.

=n! God is doubtless punishing you - ~-2 wisdom and power are found in God; '8 Thave prepared my case;

ar less than you deserve!
Zos in ancient literature.  9:20 Orhe.  9:23 Or di: as;

sel and understanding are his.

“hanSheol.  11:12 Or than a wild male donkey can bear a tame colt.  12:9 Hebrew that this,. 13:15 An alternate reading in the Masoretic
~d might kill me, but I hope in him. i

I'will be proved innocent.
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19 Who can argue with me over this?
And if you prove me wrong, I will remain
silent and die.

Job Asks How He Has Sinned
20 “0 God, grant me these two things,
and then I will be able to face you.
21 Remove your heavy hand from me,
and don't terrify me with your awesome
presence.
22 Now summon me, and I will answer!
Or let me speak to you, and you reply.
23 Tell me, what have I done wrong?
Show me my rebellion and my sin.
24 Why do you turn away from me?
‘Why do you treat me as your enemy?
25 Would you terrify a leaf blown by the wind?
Would you chase dry straw?

26 “You write bitter accusations against me
and bring up all the sins of my youth.
27 You put my feet in stocks.
You examine all my paths.
You trace all my footprints.
28 ] waste away like rotting wood,
like a moth-eaten coat.

1 4 1“How frail is humanity!
How short is life, how full of trouble!
2 We blossom like a flower and then wither.
Like a passing shadow, we quickly disappear.
3 Must you keep an eye on such a frail creature
and demand an accounting from me?
4 Who can bring purity out of an impure person?
No one!
5 You have decided the length of our lives.
You know how many months we will live,
and we are not given a minute longer.
6 So leave us alone and let us rest!
We are like hired hands, so let us finish
our work in peace.

7 “Even a tree has more hope!
If it is cut down, it will sprout again
and grow new branches.
8 Though its roots have grown old in the earth
and its stump decays,
9 at the scent of water it will bud
and sprout again like a new seedling.

10 “But when people die, their strength is gone.

They breathe their last, and then where are they?
11 As water evaporates from a lake

and a river disappears in drought,
12 people are laid to rest and do not rise again.

Until the heavens are no more, they will not

wake up
nor be roused from their sleep.

13 “T wish you would hide me in the grave*
and forget me there until your anger has passed.
But mark your calendar to think of me again!

14 Can the dead live again?

struggle,
and I would eagerly await the release of death.
15 You would call and I would answer,
and you would yearn for me, your handiwork.

If so, this would give me hope through all my years of

14:13 Hebrew in Sheol.  15:12 Or Why do your eyes flash with anger; Hebrew reads Why do your eyes blink.  15:15 Hebrew the holy ones.

16 For then you would guard my steps,
instead of watching for my sins.

17 My sins would be sealed in a pouch,
and you would cover my guilt.

18 “But instead, as mountains fall and crumble
and as rocks fall from a cliff,
19 as water wears away the stones
and floods wash away the soil,
so you destroy people’s hope.
20 You always overpower them, and they pass from
the scene.
You disfigure them in death and send them away.
21 They never know if their children grow up in honor
or sink to insignificance. !
22 They suffer painfully;
their life is full of trouble.”

* They wander around, saying, ‘Wh
o They know their day 3)} dgestrucetli-grf i
" That darl.< day terrifies them.
They 11\_/e in distress and anguish,
- like aking preparing for battle,
= Tor they shake their fists at God
o defymg the Almighty. '
 “olding their strong shields,
they defiantly charge against him.

" These wicked peo le

_ their waists l?ulgg w?trlfg?vy o
+ “ttheir cities will be ruined.
They will live in abandoned houses
o mat_are ready to tumble down,

“elr riches will not last, :
Ta?ldltheir wealth will not enduyre,
I ;112 %%srsigzﬂfms will no longer sprea

T‘:_egf \A{)‘ﬂl not escape the darkness.
} € burning sun will wither their shoo
";Lrt\ld the bgeath of God will destroy thell
- themno longer fool themselve !
In empty riches, S

Eliphaz’s Second Response to Job
1 5 Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:
2

“A wise man wouldn't answer with such
empty talk! :
You are nothing but a windbag.
3 The wise don’t engage in empty chatter.

What good are such words? B [
4 Have you no fear of God, _oremptiness will be their only reward
no reverence for him? -+, rees, they will be cut down in the prir

“eir branches will never again be green

5 Your sins are telling your mouth what to say. T will be lik
3 € like a vine whose grapes are h;

Your words are based on clever deception.

6 Your own mouth condemns you, not L. ,'eto‘) ea}ﬂy,
Your own lips testify against you. <€ an olive tree that loses its bio
the fruit can form, o

7 “Were you the first person ever born?
‘Were you born before the hills were made?
8 Were you listening at God’s secret council?
Do you have a monopoly on wisdom?
9 What do you know that we don’t?
‘What do you understand that we do not?
10 On our side are aged, gray-haired men
much older than your father!

1 “Is God’s comfort too little for you?
Is his gentle word not enough?

12 What has taken away your reason?
‘What has weakened your vision,*

13 that you turn against God
and say all these evil things?

14 Can any mortal be pure?
Can anyone born of a woman be just?

15 Look, God does not even trust the angels.*
Even the heavens are not absolutely pure in

16 How much less pure is a corrupt and sinful pel
with a thirst for wickedness! -

B “:hg gﬁdless are barren.
-7l homes, enriched through brib
T : ery, \
@ ey conceive trouble and give birth to er\)r,il
-#Ir womb produces deceit ” .

' Fifth Speech: A Res ons i
il 3 t
“hen Job spoke again:p e

1 haye heard all this before.
" "at miserable comforters you are!
- Youever stop blowing hot air? '
o .:at makes you keep on talking?
-2 say the same things if you were in my

1Cism and sh
twere me, I would encourage;lt()?lmy ;
uld try to take away your grief. .
- Isuffer if I defend myself, '
“= Lsuffer no less if I refuse to' speak.

c: you have ground me down
- devastated my family,
;i%rggt; é SIllave sinned, you've reduced mq
" z2unt flesh testifies against me.
=5 me and angrily tears me apart
2ps his teeth at me ;
-rces me with his eyes.
==r and laugh at me,
P my cheek in contempt.
-0 gathers against me.
‘ = handed me over to sinners,
" 15 tossed me into the hands of the wicke

7g quietly until he shattereq me.
<me by the neck and broke me in piec
=i me up as his target,

“onreads He is appointed to pe  food for a vulture.

17 “If you will listen, I will show you. e
Twill answer you from my own experience.

18 And it is confirmed by the reports of wise m
who have heard the same thing from their f;

19 from those to whom the land was given
long before any foreigners arrived.

20 “The wicked writhe in pain throughout their
Years of trouble are stored up for the ruthle
21 The sound of terror rings in their ears,
and even on good days they fear the attack
of the destroyer.
22 They dare not go out into the darkness
for fear they will be murdered.




hien you would guard my steps,
stead of watching for my sins.
ins would be sealed in a ppuch,
2d you would cover my guilt.

instead, as mountains fall and crumble
1d as rocks fall from a cliff,

ater wears away the stones

1d floods wash away the soil,

y you destroy people’s hope. :
al?:;a‘fys overpower them, and they pass from _

ou disfigure them in death and send th.em awz
v never know if their children grow up in hon :
© sink to insignificance.

v suffer painfully;

weir life is full of trouble.”

z's Second Response to Job
Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

2 “A wise man.wouldn’t answer with such

ou are nothing but a windbag.

wise don't engage in empty chatter.

vhat good are such words?

2 you no fear of God,

o reverence for him?

- sins are telling your mouth what to say.
aur words are based on clever deception.
r own mouth condemns you, not L

our own lips testify against you.

e

e you the first person ever born? E
Vere you born before the hills were rr}ade?
2 you listening at God’s secret council?
0 you have a monopoly on wisdom?

2t do you know that we don't?

vhat do you understand that we do not?
ur side are aged, gray-haired men

wich older than your father!

od’s comfort too little for you?

his gentle word not enough?

21 has taken away your reason?

'hat has weakened your vision,*

¥ou turn against God

1d say all these evil things?

any mortal be pure? ;

2n anyone born of a woman be just?
.. God does not even trust the angels.* .
'en the heavens are not absolutely pure
‘much less pure is a corrupt and sinful pex
'th a thirst for wickedness!

yu will listen, I will show you. ;
will answer you from my own experience
't is confirmed by the reports of wise ner
20 have heard the same thing from their
‘those to whom the land was given
ng before any foreigners arrived.

wicked writhe in pain throughout their &
ars of trouble are stored up for the
ound of terror rings in their ears,

d even on good days they fear the attaci

dare not go out into the darkness
 fear they will be murdered.
15:15 Hebrew the holy ones.

~ "= wander around, saying, 'Where can I find bread?’*
“ney know their day of destruction is near.

- =" dark day terrifies them.

~ney live in distress and anguish,

~<e aking preparing for battle.

-7 they shake their fists at God,

~=fying the Almighty.

- ding their strong shields,

~ey defiantly charge against him.

“=se wicked people are heavy and prosperous;
“elr waists bulge with fat.

1 Their cities will be ruined.

“Tey will live in abandoned houses

“atare ready to tumble down.

"=~ riches will not last,

ind their wealth will not endure.

“7elr possessions will no longer spread across
the horizon.

7 will not escape the darkness.

“ burning sun will wither their shoots,

d the breath of God will destroy them.

* Ziem no longer fool themselves by trusting

nempty riches,

-~ emptiness will be their only reward.

ees, they will be cut down in the prime of life;

branches will never again be green.

"= will be like a vine whose grapes are harvested
‘00 early,

2 an olive tree that loses its blossoms before
“he fruit can form.

2 godless are barren.

=Ir homes, enriched through bribery, will burn.

"= “onceive trouble and give birth to evil.

i womb produces deceit.”

" “fth Speech: A Response to Eliphaz
“"enJob spoke again;

- [have heard all this before.
' “at miserable comforters you are!

17 *vou ever stop blowing hot air?
2t makes you keep on talking?
- say the same things if you were in my place.
~uld spout off criticism and shake my head at you.
~Twere me, I would encourage you.
uld try to take away your grief.

['suffer if I defend myself,
“suffer no less if I refuse to speak.

“=. you have ground me down
devastated my family.
prove I'have sinned, you've reduced me to skin
d bones.
zunt flesh testifies against me.
©s me and angrily tears me apart.
aps his teeth at me
lerces me with his eyes.
<erand laugh at me.
slap my cheek in contempt.
gathers against me.
nanded me over to sinners.
s tossed me into the hands of the wicked.

~7Ing quietly until he shattered me.
-k me by the neck and broke me in pieces.
setme up as his target,

=7slon reads He is appointed to be ' food for a vulture.

14

15

16

10 “As for all of you, come back with

" My days are over.

16:13 Hebrew my gall.

page311...JOB 18

3 and now his archers surround me.
His arrows pierce me without mercy.
The ground is wet with my blood.*
14 Again and again he smashes against me,
charging at me like a warrior.
15 I'wear burlap to show my grief.
My pride lies in the dust.
16 My eyes are red with weeping;
dark shadows circle my eyes.
17 Yet I have done no wrong,
and my prayer is pure.

18 "0 earth, do not conceal my blood.
Let it cry out on my behalf.

19 Even now my witness is in heaven.
My advocate is there on high.

20 My friends scorn me,
but I pour out my tears to God.

21 I need someone to mediate between God and me,
as a person mediates between friends.

22 For soon I must go down that road
from which I will never return.

Job Continues to Defend His Innocence
1 7 1 “My spirit is crushed,
and my life is nearly snuffed out.
The grave is ready to receive me.
2 Iam surrounded by mockers.
I'watch how bitterly they taunt me.

3 “You must defend my innocence, O God,
since no one else will stand up for me.

* You have closed their minds to understanding,
but do not let them triumph.

5 They betray their friends for their own advantage,
50 let their children faint with hunger.

¢ “God has made a mockery of me among the people;
they spit in my face.

7 My eyes are swollen with weeping,
and I am but a shadow of my former self.

8 The virtuous are horrified when they see me.
The innocent rise up against the ungodly.

? The righteous keep moving forward,
and those with clean hands become stronger

and stronger.

a better argument,

though I still won't find a wise man among you.

My hopes have disappeared.
My heart’s desires are broken.

12 These men say that night is day;

they claim that the darkness is light.

13 What if I go to the grave*

and make my bed in darkness?
What if I call the grave my father,
and the maggot my mother or my sister?
Where then is my hope?
Can anyone find it?
No, my hope will go down with me to the grave.
We will rest together in the dust!”

Bildad’s Second Response to Job
8 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

2 “How long before you stop talking?
Speak sense if you want us to answer!
17:13 Hebrew fo Sheol; also in 17:16.




JOB 19 ... page 312

3 Do you think we are mere animals?
Do you think we are stupid?

4 You may tear out your hair in anger,
but will that destroy the earth?
Will it make the rocks tremble?

s “Surely the light of the wicked will be snuffed out.
The sparks of their fire will not glow.
6 The light in their tent will grow dark.
The lamp hanging above them will be quenched.
7 The confident stride of the wicked will be shortened.
Their own schemes will be their downfall.
8 The wicked walk into a net.
They fall into a pit.
9 A trap grabs them by the heel.
A snare holds them tight.
10 A noose lies hidden on the ground.
A rope is stretched across their path.

1 “Terrors surround the wicked
and trouble them at every step.

12 Hunger depletes their strength,
and calamity waits for them to stumble.

13 Disease eats their skin;
death devours their limbs.

14 They are torn from the security of their homes
and are brought down to the king of terrors.

15 The homes of the wicked will burn down;
burning sulfur rains on their houses.

16 Their roots will dry up,
and their branches will wither.

17 All memory of their existence will fade from the earth;
no one will remember their names.

18 They will be thrust from light into darkness,
driven from the world.

19 They will have neither children nor grandchildren,
nor any survivor in the place where they lived.

20 people in the west are appalled at their fate;
people in the east are horrified.

21 They will say, ‘This was the home of a wicked person,
the place of one who rejected God.””

Job’s Sixth Speech: A Response to Bildad
1 Then Job spoke again:

2 “How long will you torture me?

How long will you try to crush me with your words?
3 You have already insulted me ten times.

You should be ashamed of treating me so badly.
4 Even if I have sinned,

that is my concern, not yours.
5 You think you're better than 1am,

using my humiliation as evidence of my sin.
6 But it is God who has wronged me,

capturing me in his net.*

7 “I cry out, ‘Help! but no one answers me.
1 protest, but there is no justice.
8 God has blocked my way so I cannot move.
He has plunged my path into darkness.
9 He has stripped me of my honor
and removed the crown from my head.
10 He has demolished me on every side, and I am finished.
He has uprooted my hope like a fallen tree.
11 His fury burns against me;
he counts me as an enemy.
12 His troops advance.
19:6 Or for I am like a city under siege.

They build up roads to attack me.
They camp all around my tent.

13 “My relatives stay far away,

and my friends have turned against me.
14 My family is gone,

and my close friends have forgotten me.

15 My servants and maids consider me a stranger.

1 am like a foreigner to them.

16 When I call my servant, he doesn’t come;
I have to plead with him!

17 My breath is repulsive to my wife.
Tam rejected by my own family.

18 Even young children despise me.

When I stand to speak, they turn their backs on

19 My close friends detest me.
Those I loved have turned against me.
20 T have been reduced to skin and bones

and have escaped death by the skin of my teeth.

21 “Have mercy on me, my friends, have mercy,
for the hand of God has struck me.

22 Must you also persecute me, like God does?
Haven't you chewed me up enough?

1 “Qh, that my words could be recorded.

Oh, that they could be inscribed on a monumen
24 carved with an iron chisel and filled with lead,

engraved forever in the rock.

25 “Byt as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,

and he will stand upon the earth at last.
26 And after my body has decayed,
yet in my body I will see God*! 5
27 T will see him for myself.
Yes, I will see him with my own eyes.
1am overwhelmed at the thought!

28 “How dare you go on persecuting me,
saying, ‘It’s his own fault?

29 You should fear punishment yourselves,
for your attitude deserves punishment.
Then you will know that there is indeed

ajudgment.”

Zophar's Second Response to Job
2 0 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied:

2 “Imust reply
because I am greatly disturbed.
3 I've had to /endure your insults,
but now my spirit prompts me to reply.

4 “Don’t you realize that from the beginning of time
ever since people were first placed on the ea
5 the triumph of the wicked has been short lived
and the joy of the godless has been only temp
6 Though the pride of the godless reachestothe

heavens
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and brings judgment against you?
5 No, it's because of your wickedness!
There’s no limit to your sins.

6 “For example, you must have lent money to
your friend
and demanded clothing as security.
Yes, you stripped him to the bone.
7 You must have refused water for the thirsty
and food for the hungry.
8 You probably think the land belongs to the powerful
and only the privileged have a right to it!
2 You must have sent widows away empty-handed
and crushed the hopes of orphans.
10 That is why you are surrounded by traps
and tremble from sudden fears.
11 That is why you cannot see in the darkness,
and waves of water cover you.

12 “God is so great—higher than the heavens,
higher than the farthest stars.
13 But you reply, ‘That's why God can't see what
Iam doing!
How can he judge through the thick darkness?
14 For thick clouds swirl about him, and he cannot
see us.
He is way up there, walking on the vault
of heaven.’

15 “Will you continue on the old paths
where evil people have walked?
16 They were snatched away in the prime of life,
the foundations of their lives washed away.
17 For they said to God, ‘Leave us alone!
What can the Almighty do to us?’
18 Yet he was the one who filled their homes with
good things,
so I will have nothing to do with that kind of
thinking.

19 “The righteous will be happy to see the wicked
destroyed,
and the innocent will laugh in contempt.
20 They will say, ‘See how our enemies have been

destroyed.
The last of them have been consumed in the fire.

’

21 “Submit to God, and you will have peace;
then things will go well for you.
22 Listen to his instructions,
and store them in your heart.
23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored—
50 clean up your life.
24 If you give up your lust for money
and throw your precious gold into the river,
25 the Almighty himself will be your treasure.
He will be your precious silver!

26 “Then you will take delight in the Almighty
and look up to God.
27 You will pray to him, and he will hear you,
and you will fulfill your vows to him.
28 You will succeed in whatever you choose to do,
and light will shine on the road ahead of you.
2 If people are in trouble and you say, ‘Help them,
God will save them.
30 Even sinners will be rescued;
they will be rescued because your hands
are pure.”

Job's Eighth Speech: A Response to Eliphaz
2 Then Job spoke again: g

2 “My complaint today is still a bitter one,
and I try hard not to groan aloud.
3 If only I knew where to find God,
Twould go to his court.
4 Twould lay out my case
and present my arguments.
5 Then I would listen to his reply
and understand what he says to me.
6 Would he use his great power to argue with me?
No, he would give me a fair hearing.
7 Honest people can reason with him,
so I'would be forever acquitted by my judge.
8 ] go east, but he is not there.
1go west, but I cannot find him.
9 1donot see him in the north, for he is hidden.
Tlook to the south, but he is concealed.

10 “But he knows where I am going.
And when he tests me, I will come out as pure as g
11 For I have stayed on God’s paths; . 3
T have followed his ways and not turned aside.
12 Thave not departed from his commands,
but have treasured his words more than daily foo
13 But once he has made his decision, who can chang
his mind?
‘Whatever he wants to do, he does.
14 So he will do to me whatever he has planned.
He controls my destiny.
15 No wonder I am so terrified in his presence.
When I think of it, terror grips me.
16 God has made me sick at heart;
the Almighty has terrified me.
17 Darkness is all around me; e
thick, impenetrable darkness is everywhere.

Job Asks Why the Wicked Are Not Punished
2 41 “Why doesn’t the Almighty bring the wicked
tojudgment?
‘Why must the godly wait for him in vain?
2 Evil people steal land by moving the boundary marke
They steal livestock and put them in their own
pastures.
3 They take the orphan’s donkey
and demand the widow’s ox as security for a loan.
4 The poor are pushed off the path;
the needy must hide together for safety.
5 Like wild donkeys in the wilderness,
the poor must spend all their time looking for foo
searching even in the desert for food for their
children.
6 They harvest a field they do not own,
and they glean in the vineyards of the wicked.
7 Allnight they lie naked in the cold,
without clothing or covering.
8 They are soaked by mountain showers,
and they huddle against the rocks for want of a hom

9 “The wicked snatch a widow’s child from her breast,
taking the baby as security for a loan.

10 The poor must go about naked, without any clothing.

They harvest food for others while they themselve

are starving.

11 They press out olive oil without being allowed to tast

and they tread in the winepress as they suffer fron

thirst.

* The groans of the dying rise from the city,
and the wounded cry for help,
vet God ignores their moaning.

“icked people rebel against the light.
Theyrefuse to acknowledge its ways
_ orstayin ts paths.
" “he murderer rises in the early dawn
tokill the poor and needy;
- atnightheisa thief.
The agulterer waits for the twilight,
saying, ‘No one will see me then.’
_ He hides his face so no one will know him.
* “hieves break into houses at night
and sleep in the daytime.
_ Theyare not acquainted with the light.
e black night is their morning.
They ally themselves with the terrors of the

" “But they disappear like foam down a river.
Everything they own is cursed,
_ and they are afraid to enter their own viney
* “he grave* consumes sinners
__ Justas drought and heat consume snow.
- - Nelr own mothers will forget them.
- Maggots will find them sweet to eat.
*0 one will remember them.
Wicked people are broken like a tree in the

- They cheat the woman who has no son to help

They refuse to help the needy widow.

-~ 'God, in his power, drags away the rich.

They may rise high, but they have no assurar
of life.

= They may be allowed to live in security,

but God is always watching them.
* And though they are great now,

In a moment they will be gone like all others,
~_ cutoff like heads of grain. ,
= Can anyone claim otherwise?

Who can prove me wrong?”

“ldad’s Third Response to Job

2 5 Then Bildad the Shuhite replied:

2 “God is powerful and dreadful.
He enforces peace in the heavens,
- Who s able to count his heavenly army?
Doesn't his light shine on all the earth?
* How can a mortal be innocent before God?
~_ Cananyone born of awoman be pure?
* God is more glorious than the moon;
he shines brighter than the stars.
* In comparison, people are maggots;
we mortals are mere worms.”

2b’s Ninth Speech: A Response to Bildad
6 Then Job spoke again:

2 “How you have helped the powerless!
- How you have saved the weak!
- How you have enlightened my stupidity!
) What wise advice you have offered!
Where have you gotten all these wise sayings?
Whose spirit speaks through you?
* "The dead tremble—
those who live beneath the waters.

19 Hebrew Sheol.  26:6a Hebrew Sheol, 26 6b
H é :6b Hebrew Ab.
nster that represents chaos in ancient literature. . 27:18 Asin ?;i:
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6 The underworld* is naked in God’s presence.
The place of destruction* is uncovered.
7 God stretches the northern sky over empty space
and hangs the earth on nothing.
8 He wraps the rain in his thick clouds,
and the clouds don’t burst with the weight.
9 He covers the face of the moon,*
shrouding it with his clouds.
10 He created the horizon when he separated the waters;
he set the boundary between day and night.
11 The foundations of heaven tremble;
they shudder at his rebuke.
12 By his power the sea grew calm.
By his skill he crushed the great sea monster.*
13 His Spirit made the heavens beautiful,
and his power pierced the gliding serpent.
14 These are just the beginning of all that he does,
merely a whisper of his power.
Who, then, can comprehend the thunder of
his power?”

Job's Final Speech
2 Job continued speaking:

2T yow by the living God, who has taken away
my rights,
by the Almighty who has embittered my soul—
3 AslongasIlive,
while I have breath from God,
4 my lips will speak no evil,
and my tongue will speak no lies.
5 Twill never concede that you are right;
1 will defend my integrity until I die.
6 1 will maintain my innocence without wavering.
My conscience is clear for as long as I live.

7 “May my enemy be punished like the wicked,
my adversary like those who do evil.
8 For what hope do the godless have when God cuts
them off
and takes away their life?
9 Will God listen to their cry
when trouble comes upon them?
10 Can they take delight in the Almighty?
Can they call to God at any time?
11 Twill teach you about God's power.
Iwill not conceal anything concerning the Almighty.
12 But you have seen all this,
yet you say all these useless things to me.

13 “This is what the wicked will receive from God;

this is their inheritance from the Almighty.
14 They may have many children,

but the children will die in war or starve to death.
15 Those who survive will die of a plague,

and not even their widows will mourn them.

16 “Evil people may have piles of money
and may store away mounds of clothing.
17 But the righteous will wear that clothing,
and the innocent will divide that money.
18 The wicked build houses as fragile as a spider’s web,*
as flimsy as a shelter made of branches.
19 The wicked go to bed rich
but wake to find that all their wealth is gone.
20 Terror overwhelms them like a flood,
and they are blown away in the storms of the night.

Sheol. 26:6aHebrew Sheol. 26:6b Hebrew Abaddon. ~ 26:9 Ot covers his throne.  26:12 Hebrew Rahab, the name of a mythical sea
+ represents chaos in ancient literature.  27:18 As in Greek and Syriac versions (see also 8:14); Hebrew reads a moth.
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21 The east wind carries them away, and they
are gone.
It sweeps them away.
22 Jt whirls down on them without mercy.
They struggle to flee from its power.
23 But everyone jeers at them
and mocks them.

Job Speaks of Wisdom and Understanding
2 8 1 “People know where to mine silver
and how to refine gold.

2 They know where to dig iron from the earth
and how to smelt copper from rock.

3 They know how to shine light in the darkness
and explore the farthest regions of the earth
as they search in the dark for ore.

4 They sink a mine shaft into the earth
far from where anyone lives.

They descend on ropes, swinging back
and forth.

5 Food is grown on the earth above,
but down below, the earth is melted as by fire.

6 Here the rocks contain precious lapis lazuli,
and the dust contains gold.

7 These are treasures no bird of prey can see,
no falcon’s eye observe.

8 No wild animal has walked upon these treasures;
no lion has ever set his paw there.

2 People know how to tear apart flinty rocks
and overturn the roots of mountains.

10 They cut tunnels in the rocks
and uncover precious stones.
11 They dam up the trickling streams
and bring to light the hidden treasures.

12 “But do people know where to find wisdom?
Where can they find understanding?
13 No one knows where to find it,
for it is not found among the living.
14 ‘It is not here,’ says the ocean.
‘Nor is it here,’ says the sea.
15 It cannot be bought with gold.
It cannot be purchased with silver.
16 It's worth more than all the gold of Ophir,
greater than precious onyx or lapis lazuli.
17 Wisdom is more valuable than gold and crystal.
It cannot be purchased with jewels mounted
in fine gold.
18 Coral and jasper are worthless in trying to get it.
The price of wisdom is far above rubies.
19 Precious peridot from Ethiopia* cannot be
exchanged for it.
It's worth more than the purest gold.

20 “But do people know where to find wisdom?
Where can they find understanding?
21 1t is hidden from the eyes of all humanity.

Even the sharp-eyed birds in the sky cannot discover

it.
22 Destruction* and Death say,
‘We've heard only rumors of where wisdom
can be found.’

2 “God alone understands the way to wisdom;
he knows where it can be found,

24 for he looks throughout the whole earth
and sees everything under the heavens.

25 He decided how hard the winds should blow
and how much rain should fall.
26 He made the laws for the rain
and laid out a path for the lightning.
27 Then he saw wisdom and evaluated it.
He set it in place and examined it thoroughly.
28 And this is what he says to all humanity:
‘The fear of the Lord is true wisdom;
to forsake evil is real understanding.’”

Job Speaks of His Former Blessings
2 9 Job continued speaking:

2 “Ilong for the years gone by
when God took care of me,
3 when he lit up the way before me
and I walked safely through the darkness.
4 When I was in my prime,
God’s friendship was felt in my home.
5 The Almighty was still with me,
and my children were around me.
6 My cows produced milk in abundance,
and my groves poured out streams of olive oil.

7 “Those were the days when I went to the city gate
and took my place among the honored leaders.
8 The young stepped aside when they saw me,
and even the aged rose in respect at my coming.
9 The princes stood in silence
and put their hands over their mouths.
10 The highest officials of the city stood quietly,
holding their tongues in respect.

11 “All who heard me praised me.
All who saw me spoke well of me.
12 For I assisted the poor in their need
and the orphans who required help.
13 T helped those without hope, and they blessed me.
And I caused the widows’ hearts to sing for joy.
14 Everything I did was honest.
Righteousness covered me like arobe,
and I wore justice like a turban.
15 I served as eyes for the blind
and feet for the lame.
16 Twas a father to the poor
and assisted strangers who needed help.
17 T broke the jaws of godless oppressors
and plucked their victims from their teeth.

18 “T thought, ‘Surely I will die surrounded by
my family
after a long, good life.*
19 For I am like a tree whose roots reach the water,
whose branches are refreshed with the dew.
20 New honors are constantly bestowed on me,
and my strength is continually renewed.’

21 “Everyone listened to my advice.

They were silent as they waited for me to speak.

22 And after I spoke, they had nothing to add,
for my counsel satisfied them.

23 They longed for me to speak as people long for rain.
They drank my words like a refreshing spring rai

24 When they were discouraged, I smiled at them.
My look of approval was precious to them.
25 Like a chief, I told them what to do.
I lived like a king among his troops
and comforted those who mourned.

28:19 Hebrew from Cush.  28:22 Hebrew Abaddon.  29:18 Hebrew after I have counted my days like sand.

©b Speaks of His Anguish
3 0 ! “But now I am mocked by people younger than I,
by young men whose fathers are not worthy to
run with my sheepdogs.
- Alot of good they are to me—
those worn-out wretches!
They are gaunt with hunger
and flee to the deserts,
to desolate and gloomy wastelands.
* They pluck wild greens from among the bushes
and eat from the roots of broom trees.
They are driven from human society,
and people shout at them as if they were thieves.
* S0 now they live in frightening ravines,
in caves and among the rocks.
~ They sound like animals howling among the bushes,
huddled together beneath the nettles.
* They are nameless fools,
outcasts from society.

" “And now they mock me with vulgar songs!
They taunt me!
* They despise me and won’t come near me,
except to spit in my face.
For God has cut my bowstring.
He has humbled me,
so they have thrown off all restraint.
- These outcasts oppose me to my face.
They send me sprawling
and lay traps in my path.
They block my road
and do everything they can to destroy me.
They know I have no one to help me.
They come at me from all directions.
They jump on me when I am down.
Ilive in terror now.
*ty honor has blown away in the wind,
and my prosperity has vanished like a cloud.

* "And now my life seeps away.
Depression haunts my days.

“tnight my bones are filled with pain,
which gnaws at me relentlessly.

“With a strong hand, God grabs my shirt.
He grips me by the collar of my coat.

e has thrown me into the mud.
I'm nothing more than dust and ashes.

]

‘I cry to you, O God, but you don’t answer.

I'stand before you, but you don’t even look.
‘ou have become cruel toward me.

You use your power to persecute me.
“ Tou throw me into the whirlwind

and destroy me in the storm.

* “nd Iknow you are sending me to my death—
the destination of all who live.

surely no one would turn against the needy
when they cry for help in their trouble.
* 2id Inot weep for those in trouble?
Was I not deeply grieved for the needy?
>0 I'looked for good, but evil came instead.
['waited for the light, but darkness fell.
* ‘v heart is troubled and restless.
Days of suffering torment me.
- walk in gloom, without sunlight.
['stand in the public square and cry for help.
" Hebrew grindfor.  31:12 Hebrew to Abaddon.
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Ts are constantly bestowed on me,
‘strength is continually renewed.’

¥

Tistened to my advice.
ere silent as they waited for me to speak.
Ispoke, they had nothing to add,

counsel satisfied them, -

=d for me to speak as people long for
ank my words like a refreshing spring
v were discouraged, I smiled at them.
- of approval was precious to them.
<. 1told them what to do.

ke a king among his troops

2forted those who mourned.

sus fike sand.

i Speaks of His Anguish
“But now I am mocked by people younger than 1,
by young men whose fathers are not worthy to

30

run with my sheepdogs.
-t of good they are to me—
“0se worn-out wretches!
“=v are gaunt with hunger
:nd flee to the deserts,
“0 desolate and gloomy wastelands.
v pluck wild greens from among the bushes
d eat from the roots of broom trees.
=y are driven from human society,
:nd people shout at them as if they were thieves.
~ow they live in frightening ravines,
71 caves and among the rocks.
=y sound like animals howling among the bushes,
~uddled together beneath the nettles.
"= are nameless fools,
“utcasts from society.

-~d now they mock me with vulgar songs!
They taunt me!
"= despise me and won't come near me,
"_v;cept to spit in my face.
 God has cut my bowstring.
-ie has humbled me,
:0 they have thrown off all restramt
outcasts oppose me to my face.
“hey send me sprawling
=nd lay traps in my path.
“=y block my road
d do everything they can to destroy me.
know I have no one to help me.
ey come at me from all directions.
ump on me when I am down.
_live in terror now.
v+ nonor has blown away in the wind,
=nd my prosperity has vanished like a cloud.

~d now my life seeps away.
Depression haunts my days.

' night my bones are filled with pain,

w~hich gnaws at me relentlessly.
1 astrong hand, God grabs my shirt.
e grips me by the collar of my coat.
~= nas thrown me into the mud.
“m nothing more than dust and ashes.

v toyou, O God, but you don't answer.
_ stand before you, but you don't even look.
-z have become cruel toward me.
10U use your power to persecute me.
< throw me into the whirlwind
=nd destroy me in the storm.
«~Z I'know you are sending me to my death—
e destination of all who live.

- ~ely no one would turn against the needy
«hen they cry for help in their trouble.
~Z Inot weep for those in trouble?
“WasInot deeply grieved for the needy?
- [ looked for good, but evil came instead.
" waited for the light, but darkness fell.
" heart is troubled and restless.
Jays of suffering torment me.
«zlk in gloom, without sunlight.
- stand in the public square and cry for help.
! ~=orewgrind for.  31:12 Hebrew to Abaddon.
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29 Instead, I am considered a brother to jackals
and a companion to owls.

30 My skin has turned dark,
and my bones burn with fever.

31 My harp plays sad music,
and my flute accompanies those who weep.

Job’s Final Protest of Innocence
3 1 1“I made a covenant with my eyes
not to look with lust at a young woman.
2 For what has God above chosen for us?
What is our inheritance from the Almighty on high?
3 Isn't it calamity for the wicked
and misfortune for those who do evil?
4 Doesn't he see everything I do
and every step I take?

5 “Have I lied to anyone
or deceived anyone?
6 Let God weigh me on the scales of justice,
for he knows my integrity.
7 If I have strayed from his pathway,
or if my heart has lusted for what my eyes
have seen,
or if I am guilty of any other sin,
8 then let someone else eat the crops I have planted.
Let all that I have planted be uprooted.

2 “If my heart has been seduced by a woman,

or if I have lusted for my neighbor’s wife,

10 then let my wife belong to* another man;
let other men sleep with her.

11 For lust is a shameful sin,
a crime that should be punished.

12 1t is a fire that burns all the way to hell.*
It would wipe out everything I own.

13 “If T have been unfair to my male or female servants
when they brought their complaints to me,

14 how could I face God?
What could I say when he questioned me?

15 For God created both me and my servants.
He created us both in the womb.

16 “Have I refused to help the poor,
or crushed the hopes of widows?
17 Have I been stingy with my food
and refused to share it with orphans?
18 No, from childhood I have cared for orphans
like a father,
and all my life T have cared for widows.
19 Whenever I saw the homeless without clothes
and the needy with nothing to wear,
20 did they not praise me
for providing wool clothing to keep them
warm?

21 “If I raised my hand against an orphan,
knowing the judges would take my side,
22 then let my shoulder be wrenched out of place!
Let my arm be torn from its socket!
2 That would be better than facing God’s judgment.
For if the majesty of God opposes me, what hope
is there?

24 “Have I put my trust in money
. or felt secure because of my gold?
25 Have I gloated about my wealth
and all that I own?
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26 “Have I'looked at the sun shining in the skies,
or the moon walking down its silver pathway,
27 and been secretly enticed in my heart
to throw kisses at them in worship?
28 If so, I should be punished by the judges,
for it would mean I had denied the God of heaven.

2 “Have I ever rejoiced when disaster struck my enemies,
or become excited when harm came their way?

30 No, I have never sinned by cursing anyone
or by asking for revenge.

31 “My servants have never said,
‘He let others go hungry.’
32 T have never turned away a stranger
but have opened my doors to everyone.

33 “Have I tried to hide my sins like other people do,
concealing my guilt in my heart?

34 Have I feared the crowd
or the contempt of the masses,
so that I kept quiet and stayed indoors?

35 “If only someone would listen to me!
Look, I will sign my name to my defense.
Let the Almighty answer me.
Let my accuser write out the charges against me.
36 Twould face the accusation proudly. ’
Twould wear it like a crown.
37 For Twould tell him exactly what I have done.
Iwould come before him like a prince.

38 “If my land accuses me
and all its furrows cry out together,

39 or if  have stolen its crops
or murdered its owners,

40 then let thistles grow on that land instead of wheat,
and weeds instead of barley.”

Job’s words are ended.

Elihu Responds to Job’s Friends
3 2 Job's three friends refused to reply further to him
because he kept insisting on his innocence.

2Then Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the clan of Ram,
became angry. He was angry because Job refused to admit
that he had sinned and that God was right in punishing him.
3He was also angry with Job’s three friends, for they made
God* appear to be wrong by their inability to answer Job's
arguments. “Elihu had waited for the others to speak to Job
because they were older than he. 5But when he saw that they
had no further reply, he spoke out angrily. 6Elihu son of Bar-
akel the Buzite said,

“I'am young and you are old,

so I 'held back from telling you what I think.

7 I'thought, ‘Those who are older should speak,
for wisdom comes with age.’

8 But there is a spirit* within people,
the breath of the Almighty within them,
that makes them intelligent.

 Sometimes the elders are not wise.
Sometimes the aged do not understand justice.

10 So listen to me,

and let me tell you what I think.

1 “T'have waited all this time,
listening very carefully to your arguments,
listening to you grope for words.

32:3 Asinancient Hebrew scribal tradition; the Masoretic Text reads Job.

12 Thave listened,
but not one of you has refuted Job f
or answered his arguments.
'3 And don't tell me, ‘He is too wise for us.
Only God can convince him.’
14 If Job had been arguing with me,
I would not answer with your kind of logic!
15 You sit there baffled,
with nothing more to say.
16 Should I continue to wait, now that you are silent?
Must I also remain silent? :
17 No, I will say my piece.
I'will speak my mind.
18 For I am full of pent-up words,
and the spirit within me urges me on.
19 Tam like a cask of wine without a vent,
like a new wineskin ready to burst!
20 Imust speak to find relief,
50 let me give my answers.
21 Twon't play favorites
or try to flatter anyone.
22 For if I tried flattery,
my Creator would soon destroy me.

Elihu Presents His Case against Job
3 3 1 “Listen to my words, Job;
pay attention to what I have to say.

2 Now that I have begun to speak,

let me continue.
3 I speak with all sincerity;

I'speak the truth.
4 For the Spirit of God has madé me,

and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
5 Answer me, if you can;

make your case and take your stand.
6 Look, you and I both belong to God.

1, too, was formed from clay.
7 Soyou don't need to be afraid of me.

[ won’t come down hard on you.

8 “You have spoken in my hearing,
and I have heard your very words.
2 You said, T am pure; I am without sin;
Iam innocent; I have no guilt.
10 God is picking a quarrel with me,
and he considers me his enemy.
11 He puts my feet in the stocks
and watches my every move.’ T

12 “But you are wrong, and I will show you why.
For God is greater than any human being.
13 So why are you bringing a charge against him?
Why say he does not respond to people’s complaints?
14 For God speaks again and again, ?
though people do not recognize it.
15 He speaks in dreams, in visions of the night,
when deep sleep falls on people
as they lie in their beds.
16 He whispers in their ears
and terrifies them with warnings.
17 He makes them turn from doing wrong;
he keeps them from pride.
'8 He protects them from the grave,
from crossing over the river of death.

19 “Or God disciplines people with pain on their sickbeds,
with ceaseless aching in their bones.

32:8 Or Spirit; alsoin 32:18.

lose their appetite
even the most delicious food.
e flesh wastes away,
znd their bones stick out.
© ey are at death’s door;
e angels of death wait for them.

* ¥if anangel from heaven appears—
= special messenger to intercede forap
znd declare that he is upright—
" 7= will be gracious and say,
“zscue him from the grave,
for I'have found a ransom for his life.”
* “"=n his body will become as healthy as a.
firm and youthful again.
“hen he prays to God,
ne will be accepted.
“7d God will receive him with joy
and restore him to good standing.
* == will declare to his friends,
“sinned and twisted the truth,
but it was not worth it.*
~od rescued me from the grave,
and now my life s filled with light.’

* "Tes, God does these things
again and again for people.
* e rescues them from the grave
so they may enjoy the light of life,
\ark this well, Job. Listen to me,
for I have more to say.
3utif you have anything to say, go ahead.
Speak, for I am anxious to see you justifi
© Butif not, then listen to me.
Keep silent and I will teach you wisdom!”

&

o

¥i

=ihu Accuses Job of Arrogance

3 4 Then Elihu said:

2 “Listen to me, you wise men.
Pay attention, you who have knowledge.
- Job said, ‘The ear tests the words it hears
just as the mouth distinguishes between f
“ So let us discern for ourselves what is right;
let us learn together what is good.
* For Job also said, Tam innocent,
but God has taken away my rights.
* Lam innocent, but they call me a liar.
My suffering is incurable, though I have n

" "Tell me, has there ever been a man like Job,
with his thirst for irreverent talk?

* He chooses evil people as companions.

| He spends his time with wicked men.

- 7 He has even said, ‘Why waste time

{ trying to please God?’

! ? “Listen to me, you who have understanding.

Everyone knows that God doesn't sin!
The Almighty can do no wrong.

' He repays people according to their deeds.
He treats people as they deserve.

2 Truly, God will not do wrong.
The Almighty will not twist justice.

* Did someone else put the world in his care?
Who set the whole world in place?

* If God were to take back his spirit
and withdraw his breath,

33:27 Greek version reads but he [God) did not punish me as m
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" "2y lose their appetite

“or even the most delicious food.
~~=Ir flesh wastes away,

and their bones stick out.
ey are at death’s door;

the angels of death wait for them.
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“tif an angel from heaven appears—
= special messenger to intercede for a person
and declare that he is upright—
‘= will be gracious and say,
“=scue him from the grave,
“or I'have found a ransom for his life.’
““=n his body will become as healthy as a child’
“irm and youthful again.
* "““enhe prays to God,
~e will be accepted.
+~2 God will receive him with joy
and restore him to good standing.
- ~= will declare to his friends,
“nned and twisted the truth,
out it was not worth it.*
“Z rescued me from the grave,
:nd now my life is filled with light.’

=5, God does these things
=gain and again for people.
~= rescues them from the grave
<0 they may enjoy the light of life.
“z7k this well, Job. Listen to me,
“or I have more to say.
* “- if you have anything to say, go ahead.
Speak, for I am anxious to see you justified.
71 not, then listen to me.
“eep silent and I will teach you wisdom!”

a

Accuses Job of Arrogance
Then Elihu said:

2 "Listen to me, you wise men.
“zy attention, you who have knowledge.
*= said, ‘The ear tests the words it hears
“ustas the mouth distinguishes between foods.”
“= et us discern for ourselves what is right;
=t us learn together what is good.
“r Job also said, ‘T am innocent,
2ut God has taken away my rights.
7 innocent, but they call me a liar.
“1y suffering is incurable, though I have not sinned.’

=1 me, has there ever been a man like Job,
1th his thirst for irreverent talk?
= “hooses evil people as companions.
2 spends his time with wicked men.
“¢ 7as even said, ‘Why waste time
~ving to please God?’

n to me, you who have understanding.

=veryone knows that God doesn'’t sin!
“he Almighty can do no wrong.

“= "epays people according to their deeds.
¢ (reats people as they deserve.

- -, God will not do wrong.
“he Almighty will not twist justice.

-2 someone else put the world in his care?

1o set the whole world in place?

© =od were to take back his spirit

d withdraw his breath,

-« version reads but he [God] did not punish me as my sin deserved.
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15 all life would cease,
and humanity would turn again to dust.

16 “Now listen to me if you are wise.
Pay attention to what I say.
17 Could God govern if he hated justice?
Are Jou going to condemn the almighty judge?
18 For he says to kings, ‘You are wicked,’
and to nobles, 'You are unjust.’
1% He doesn't care how great a person may be,
and he pays no more attention to the rich than
to the poor.
He made them all.
20 In amoment they die.
In the middle of the night they pass away;
the mighty are removed without human hand.

21 “For God watches how people live;
he sees everything they do.
22 No darkness is thick enough
to hide the wicked from his eyes.
23 We don't set the time
when we will come before God in judgment.

24 He brings the mighty to ruin without asking anyone,

and he sets up others in their place.
25 He knows what they do,
and in the night he overturns and destroys
them.
26 He strikes them down because they are wicked,
doing it openly for all to see.
2 For they turned away from following him.
They have no respect for any of his ways.
28 They cause the poor to cry out, catching God's
attention.
He hears the cries of the needy.
2 But if he chooses to remain quiet,
who can criticize him?
When he hides his face, no one can find him,
whether an individual or a nation.
30 He prevents the godless from ruling
so they cannot be a snare to the people.

31 “Why don't people say to God, ‘I have sinned,
but I will sin no more”?

32 Or 'I don't know what evil T have done—tell me.
If Thave done wrong, I will stop at once’?

33 “Must God tailor his justice to your demands?
But you have rejected him!
The choice is yours, not mine.
Go ahead, share your wisdom with us.
34 After all, bright people will tell me,
and wise people will hear me say,
35 Job speaks out of ignorance;
his words lack insight.’
3¢ Job, you deserve the maximum penalty
for the wicked way you have talked.
37 For you have added rebellion to your sin;
you show no respect,
and you speak many angry words against God.”

Elihu Reminds Job of God’s Justice
3 Then Elihu said:

2 “Do you think it is right for you to claim,
‘I am righteous before God’?
3 For you also ask, ‘What's in it for me?
What's the use of living a righteous life?’
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4 “Iwill answer you
and all your friends, too.

5 Look up into the sky,
and see the clouds high above you.

6 If you sin, how does that affect God?
Even if you sin again and again,
what effect will it have on him?

7 If you are good, is this some great gift to him?
What could you possibly give him?

8 No, your sins affect only people like yourself,
and your good deeds also affect only humans.

9 “People cry out when they are oppressed.
They groan beneath the power of the mighty.
10 Yet they don't ask, 'Where is God my Creator,
the one who gives songs in the night?
11 Where is the one who makes us smarter than
the animals
and wiser than the birds of the sky?’
12 And when they cry out, God does not answer
because of their pride.
13 But it is wrong to say God doesn'’t listen,
to say the Almighty isn’t concerned.
14 You say you can't see him,
but he will bring justice if you will only wait.*
15 You say he does not respond to sinners with anger
and is not greatly concerned about wickedness.*
16 But you are talking nonsense, Job.
You have spoken like a fool.”

3 6 Elihu continued speaking:

2 “Let me go on, and I will show you the truth.
For I have not finished defending God!
3 Twill present profound arguments
for the righteousness of my Creator.
4 I am telling you nothing but the truth,
for I am a man of great knowledge.

® “God is mighty, but he does not despise anyone!
He is mighty in both power and understanding.
6 He does not let the wicked live
but gives justice to the afflicted.
7 He never takes his eyes off the innocent,
but he sets them on thrones with kings
and exalts them forever.
8 If they are bound in chains
and caught up in a web of trouble,
2 he shows them the reason.
He shows them their sins of pride.
10 He gets their attention
and commands that they turn from evil.

1 “If they listen and obey God,
they will be blessed with prosperity throughout their
lives.
All their years will be pleasant.
12 But if they refuse to listen to him,
they will be killed by the sword*
and die from lack of understanding.
13 For the godless are full of resentment.
Even when he punishes them,
they refuse to cry out to him for help.
14 They die when they are young,
after wasting their lives in immoral living.

35:13-14 These verses can also be translated as follows: “Indeed, God doesn't listen to their empty plea; / the Almighty is not concerned. /'*How much less
will he listen when you say you don’t see him, / and that your case is before him and yow're waiting for justice. £

15 But by means of their suffering, he rescues those =
who suffer. ol
For he gets their attention through adversity.

16 “God is leading you away from danger, Job,
to a place free from distress.
He is setting your table with the best food.
17 But you are obsessed with whether the godless will
be judged. 5
Don'’t worry, judgment and justice will be upheld.
'8 But watch out, or you may be seduced by wealth.* -
Don't let yourself be bribed into sin. 3
19 Could all your wealth*
or all your mighty efforts
keep you from distress?
20 Do not long for the cover of night,
for that is when people will be destroyed.*
21 Be on guard! Turn back from evil,
for God sent this suffering
to keep you from a life of evil.

Elihu Reminds Job of God’s Power
22 “Look, God is all-powerful.

Who is a teacher like him?
23 No one can tell him what to do,

or say to him, ‘You have done wrong.’

o Instead, glorify his mighty works,

singing songs of praise.
25 Everyone has seen these things,
though only from a distance.

26 “Look, God is greater than we can understand.
His years cannot be counted. il

27 He draws up the water vapor i

and then distills it into rain.
28 The rain pours down from the clouds,
and everyone benefits.
22 Who can understand the spreading of the clouds
and the thunder that rolls forth from heaven?
30 See how he spreads the lightning around him
and how it lights up the depths of the sea.
31 By these mighty acts he nourishes* the people,
giving them food in abundance.
32 He fills his hands with lightning bolts
and hurls each at its target.
33 The thunder announces his presence;
the storm announces his indignant anger.*

3 7 1 “My heart pounds as I think of this.
It trembles within me.
2 Listen carefully to the thunder of God’s voice
asitrolls from his mouth.
3 Itrolls across the heavens,
and his lightning flashes in every direction.
4 Then comes the roaring of the thunder—
the tremendous voice of his majesty.
He does not restrain it when he speaks.
5 God's voice is glorious in the thunder.

We can't even imagine the greatness of his power. -

6 “He directs the snow to fall on the earth
and tells the rain to pour down.

7 Then everyone stops working
so they can watch his power.

35:15 Asin Greek and Latin versions;

the meaning of this Hebrew word is unge@'l. 36:12 Or they will cross the river [of death].  36:18 Or But don't let your anger lead you to mockery.
:16-

36:19 Or Could all your cries for help.

20 The meaning of the Hebrew in this passage is uncertain.
cattle know when a storm is coming. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

36:310r he governs.  36:33 Or even the k

" "he wild animals take cover
and stay inside their dens.
© “he stormy wind comes from its chamber,
and the driving winds bring the cold.
" =od's breath sends the ice,
{reezing wide expanses of water.
= loads the clouds with moisture,
and they flash with his lightning.
- “he clouds churn about at his direction.
They do whatever he commands throughout
the earth.
~2makes these things happen either to punish people
or to show his unfailing love.

' “ay attention to this, Job.
Stop and consider the wonderful miracles of God!
-0 you know how God controls the storm
and causes the lightning to flash from his clouds?
-0 you understand how he moves the clouds
with wonderful perfection and skill?
“'hen you are sweltering in your clothes
and the south wind dies down and everything
is still,
" “¢ makes the skies reflect the heat like a bronze mirror.
Can you do that?

* Soteach the rest of us what to say to God.

We are too ignorant to make our own arguments.
“ Should God be notified that I want to speak?
Can people even speak when they are confused?*
~ Ve cannot look at the sun,
for it shines brightly in the sky
when the wind clears away the clouds.

= Soalso, golden splendor comes from the mountain
of God.*

Heis clothed in dazzling splendor.

* e cannot imagine the power of the Almighty;
but even though he is just and righteous,

he does not destroy us.

“ “owonder people everywhere fear him.

All who are wise show him reverence.”

"¢ LORD Challenges Job
3 8 Then the Lorb answered Job from the whirlwind:

2 “Who is this that questions my wisdom
with such ignorant words?
Srace yourself like a man,
because I'have some questions for you,
and you must answer them.

“ Where were you when I laid the foundations
of the earth?

Tell me, if you know so much.

* Who determined its dimensions

and stretched out the surveying line?

* What supports its foundations,

and who laid its cornerstone

 as the morning stars sang together

and all the angels* shouted for joy?

* 'Who kept the sea inside its boundaries

as it burst from the womb,

" and as I clothed it with clouds

and wrapped it in thick darkness?

* For Ilocked it behind barred gates,

limiting its shores.

720 Or speak without being swallowedup? 37:22 0r from the north; or fron

< like folds in a robe.
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-= makes these things happen either to punish people
or to show his unfailing love.

=y attention to this, Job. )
Stop and consider the wonderful miracles of God!

- you know how God controls the storm
=nd causes the lightning to flash from his clouds?

"~ vou understand how he moves the clouds

«~ith wonderful perfection and skill?
“enyou are sweltering in your clothes
znd the south wind dies down and everything
is still,
= makes the skies reflect the heat like a bronze mirror.
“anyou do that?

«= teach the rest of us what to say to God.

“\e are too ignorant to make our own arguments.
“-uld God be notified that I want to speak?

_an people even speak when they are confused?*

' = cannot look at the sun,

“or it shines brightly in the sky
~hen the wind clears away the clouds.

250, golden splendor comes from the mountain

of God.*

=2 is clothed in dazzling splendor.

' = cannot imagine the power of the Almighty;
-ut even though he is just and righteous,
“2 does not destroy us.

- wonder people everywhere fear him.
“ I who are wise show him reverence.”

= _0RD Challenges Job
-
-

Then the Lorp answered Job from the whirlwind:

* "Who is this that questions my wisdom
th such ignorant words?

ourself like a man,

-=cause I have some questions for you,

=d you must answer them.

" ~zre were you when I laid the foundations
of the earth?
~ =!I me, if you know so much.
' determined its dimensions
=~d stretched out the surveying line?
'~z supports its foundations,
d who laid its cornerstone
¢ = morning stars sang together
=~ all the angels* shouted for joy?

'~ kept the sea inside its boundaries
‘. burst from the womb,
= =5 I clothed it with clouds
=2 wrapped it in thick darkness?
-ocked it behind barred gates,
—.ting its shores.

! s inarobe.
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11 Isaid, ‘This far and no farther will you come.
Here your proud waves must stop!’

12 “Have you ever commanded the morning to appear
and caused the dawn to rise in the east?

13 Have you made daylight spread to the ends of the earth,
to bring an end to the night's wickedness?

14 As the light approaches,
the earth takes shape like clay pressed beneath a seal;
itis robed in brilliant colors.*

15 The light disturbs the wicked
and stops the arm that is raised in violence.

16 “Have you explored the springs from which the
seas come?
Have you explored their depths?
17 Do you know where the gates of death are located?
Have you seen the gates of utter gloom?
18 Do you realize the extent of the earth?
Tell me about it if you know!

19 “Where does light come from,
and where does darkness go?
20 Can you take each to its home?
Do you know how to get there?
21 But of course you know all this!
For you were born before it was all created,
and you are so very experienced!

22 “Have you visited the storehouses of the snow
or seen the storehouses of hail?
23 (I have reserved them as weapons for the time
of trouble, ;
for the day of battle and war.)
24 Where is the path to the source of light?
‘Where is the home of the east wind?

25 “Who created a channel for the torrents of rain?
Who laid out the path for the lightning?

26 Who makes the rain fall on barren land,
in a desert where no one lives?

27 'Who sends rain to satisfy the parched ground
and make the tender grass spring up?

28 “Does the rain have a father?

‘Who gives birth to the dew?
29 Who is the mother of the ice?

‘Who gives birth to the frost from the heavens?
30 For the water turns to ice as hard as rock,

and the surface of the water freezes.

31 “Can you direct the movement of the stars—

binding the cluster of the Pleiades

or loosening the cords of Orion?
32 Can you direct the sequence of the seasons

or guide the Bear with her cubs across the heavens?
33 Do you know the laws of the universe?

Can you use them to regulate the earth?

34 “Can you shout to the clouds
and make it rain?
35 Can you make lightning appear
and cause it to strike as you direct?
36 Who gives intuition to the heart
and instinct to the mind?
37 Who is wise enough to count all the clouds?
‘Who can tilt the water jars of heaven
38 when the parched ground is dry
and the soil has hardened into clods?

© weak without being swallowed up?  37:22 Or from the north; or from the abode.  38:7 Hebrew the sons of God.  38:14 Or its features stand
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39 “Can you stalk prey for a lioness
and satisfy the young lions’ appetites
40 as they lie in their dens
or crouch in the thicket?
41 Who provides food for the ravens
when their young cry out to God
and wander about in hunger?

The LorD’s Challenge Continues
391 “Do you know when the wild goats give birth?
Have you watched as deer are born in
the wild?
2 Do you know how many months they carry
their young?
Are you aware of the time of their delivery?
3 They crouch down to give birth to their young
and deliver their offspring.
4 Their young grow up in the open fields,
then leave home and never return.

5 “Who gives the wild donkey its freedom?
Who untied its ropes?
6 Thave placed it in the wilderness;
its home is the wasteland.
7 It hates the noise of the city
and has no driver to shout at it.
8 The mountains are its pastureland,
where it searches for every blade of grass.

2 “Will the wild ox consent to being tamed?
Will it spend the night in your stall?
10 Can you hitch a wild ox to a plow?
Will it plow a field for you?
1 Given its strength, can you trust it?
Can you leave and trust the ox to do your work?
12 Canyourely on it to bring home your grain
and deliver it to your threshing floor?

13 “The ostrich flaps her wings grandly,

but they are no match for the feathers of the stork.

14 She lays her eggs on top of the earth,
letting them be warmed in the dust.
15 She doesn’t worry that a foot might crush them
or a wild animal might destroy them.
16 She is harsh toward her young,
as if they were not her own.
She doesn’t care if they die.
17 For God has deprived her of wisdom.
He has given her no understanding.
18 But whenever she jumps up to run,
she passes the swiftest horse with its rider.

19 “Have you given the horse its strength
or clothed its neck with a flowing mane?
20 Did you give it the ability to leap like a locust?
Its majestic snorting is terrifying!
21 ]t paws the earth and rejoices in its strength
when it charges out to battle.
22 Tt laughs at fear and is unafraid.
It does not run from the sword.
23 The arrows rattle against it,
and the spear and javelin flash.
24 ]t paws the ground fiercely
and rushes forward into battle when the ram'’s
horn blows.
25 Tt snorts at the sound of the horn.
It senses the battle in the distance.

40:15 The identification of Behemoth is disputed, ranging from an earthly creature to a mythical sea monster in ancient literature.  40:21 Or bramble

bushes; also in 40:22.

1t quivers at the captain’s commands and the noise
of battle.

26 “Ts it your wisdom that makes the hawk soar
and spread its wings toward the south?
27 Is it at your command that the eagle rises
to the heights to make its nest?
28 Tt lives on the cliffs,
making its home on a distant, rocky crag.
29 From there it hunts its prey,
keeping watch with piercing eyes.
30 Its young gulp down blood.
Where there’s a carcass, there you'll find it.”

4 0 Then the Lorp said to Job,

2 “Do you still want to argue with the Aimighty?
You are God'’s critic, but do you have the answers?

Job Responds to the LORD
3Then Job replied to the Lorp,

4 “Lam nothing—how could I ever find the answers?
I will cover my mouth with my hand. ’
5 Thave said too much already.
I have nothing more to say.”

The LorD Challenges Job Again
6Then the Lorp answered Job from the whirlwind:

7 “Brace yourself like a man,
because I have some questions for you,
and you must answer them.

8 “Will you discredit my justice
and condemn me just to prove you are right?
9 Areyou as strong as God?
Can you thunder with a voice like his?
10 All right, put on your glory and splendor,
your honor and majesty.
1 Give vent to your anger.
Let it overflow against the proud.
12 Humiliate the proud with a glance;
walk on the wicked where they stand.
13 Bury them in the dust.
Imprison them in the world of the dead.
14 Then even I would praise you,
for your own strength would save you.

15 “Take a look at Behemoth,*
which I made, just as I made you.
It eats grass like an ox.
16 See its powerful loins
and the muscles of its belly.
17 Its tail is as strong as a cedar.
The sinews of its thighs are knit tightly
together.
18 ]ts bones are tubes of bronze.
Its limbs are bars of iron.
19 It is a prime example of God’s handiwork,
and only its Creator can threaten it.
20 The mountains offer it their best food,
where all the wild animals play.
21 Tt lies under the lotus plants,*
hidden by the reeds in the marsh.
22 The lotus plants give it shade
among the willows beside the stream.
2 Itis not disturbed by the raging river,

* “~d since no one dares to disturb it,

not concerned when the swelli or
b ng Jordan rushes

" Noone can catch it off guard
Orputaring in its nose and lead it away.

Tre LOR/D’s Challenge Continues
4 , ™*“Can you catch Leviathan* with a hook
! Or put a noose around its jaw?
-=nyou tie it with a rope through the nose
Or plerce its jaw with a spike?
Villit beg you for mercy
or implore you for pity?
+1lit agree to work for you,
_ tobe your slave for life?
~nyoumake it a pet like a bird,
_Orgive it to your little girls to play with?
* Wil merchants try to buy it
_tosell it in their shops?
“ilits hide be hurt by spears
_ oritshead by a harpoon?
“youlayahand on it,
vou will certainly remember ‘
“ !im.] e thzt o the battle that follow:
“ic.itis useless to try to capture it.
The hunter who attempts it will be knocked down.

who then can stand up to me?

“ho has given me anything that I need
n ] to pay back?
Everything under heaven is mine, o s

- " want to emphasize Leviathan’s limbs

and its enormous strength and graceful form,

© "o can strip off its hide,

_2nd who can penetrate its doub] ¥
110 could pry open its jaws? S e
For its teeth are terrible!
= scales are like rows of shields
_ lightly sealed together,
"<y are so close together
_ ‘hatno air can get between them.
“=chiscale sticks tight to the next.
They interlock and cannot be penetrated.

“Then it sneezes, it flashes light!
‘s eyes are like the red of dawn.

~=nning leaps from its mouth;
~ tlames of fire flash out,
i gfe streams from its nostrils

ke steam from a i

e pot heated over burning

= breath would kindle coals,

“or flames shoot from its mouth.

"¢ tremendous strength in Leviathan’s neck
strikes terror wherever it goes.
= Tlesh s hard and firm
2nd cannot be penetrated.
* neartis hard as rock,
~7ard as a millstone.
' “enitrises, the mighty are afraid,
=ripped by terror.

/' sword can stop it,

70 spear, dart, or javelin.

" is nothing but straw to that Creature,
nd bronze is like rotten wood.

$41:1-8 are numbered 40:25-,
monster in ancient literature.
2:11 Hebrew a kesitah; the value

32inHebrewtext. 41:1b The ide
41 :9Yerses 41:9-34 are numbere
or weight of the kesitah is no longe




It quivers at the captain’s commands and the nois
of battle.

“Is it your wisdom that makes the hawk soar
and spread its wings toward the south?
Isitat your command that the eagle rises
1o the heights to make its nest?
Itlives on the cliffs,
making its home on a distant, rocky crag.
From there it hunts its prey,
keeping watch with piercing eyes.
I1s young gulp down blood. oy
Where there’s a carcass, there you'll find it.

[0 Then the Lorb said to Job,

2 “Do you still want to argue with the Almighty?
You are God’s critic, but do you have the an

> Responds to the LORD
en Job replied to the Lorp,

Tam nothing—how could I ever find the answers?
* Iwill cover my mouth with my hand.
. have said too much already.
I'have nothing more to say.”

e LORD Challenges Job Again o
2n the Lorp answered Job from the whirlwind:

Brace yourself like a man,
because I have some questions for you,
and you must answer them.,

Will you discredit my justice .

and condemn me just to prove you are right?
ire you as strong as God? .

Can you thunder with a voice like his?
1l right, put on your glory and splendor,

your honor and majesty.
ive vent to your anger.

Let it overflow against the proud.
iumiliate the proud with a glance;

walk on the wicked where they stand.
ury them in the dust.

Imprison them in the world of the dead.
hen even I would praise you,

Tor your own strength would save you.

T2ke a look at Behemoth,*
which I made, just as I made you.
It eats grass like an ox.
= its powerful loins
and the muscles of its belly.
s tail is as strong as a cedar.
The sinews of its thighs are knit tightly
together.
s bones are tubes of bronze.
Its limbs are bars of iron.
is 2 prime example of God'’s handiwork,
and only its Creator can threaten it.
“e mountains offer it their best food,
where all the wild animals play.
fies under the lotus plants,*
hidden by the reeds in the marsh.
e lotus plants give it shade
among the willows beside the stream.
s not disturbed by the raging river,
=yhical sea monster in ancient literature.  40:21 Or bras i

M

“otconcerned when the swelling Jordan rushes
around it.
' -ne can catch it off guard
-~ putaring in its nose and lead it away.

"= _ORD’s Challenge Continues
‘ 7 ""“Can you catch Leviathan* with a hook
! OF put a noose around its jaw?
-7 vou tie it with a rope through the nose
-7 Dlerce its jaw with a spike?
tbeg you for mercy
mplore you for pity?
" It agree to work for you,
2 be your slave for life?
<7 voumake it a pet like a bird,
" give it to your little girls to play with?
\ merchants try to buy it
- sellit in their shops?
s hide be hurt by spears
~ ls head by a harpoon?
2layahand onit,

L

u will certainly remember the battle that follows.

-“uwon’t try that again!
“Isuseless to try to capture it.
© hunter who attempts it will be knocked down.
7= since no one dares to disturb it,
*70 then can stand up to me?

- /"2 has given me anything that I need to pay back?

=rzrything under heaven is mine.
vzt to emphasize Leviathan's limbs

a4 its enormous strength and graceful form.
.

- can strip off its hide,
2 who can penetrate its double layer of armor?*

could pry open its jaws?

[ N0 air can get between them.

“i scale sticks tight to the next.

"2y interlock and cannot be penetrated.

“=n it sneezes, it flashes light!

s are like the red of dawn.
ing leaps from its mouth;
=mes of fire flash out.

‘Tz streams from its nostrils
"= steam from a pot heated over burning

“ushes.
=2th would kindle coals,
°r flames shoot from its mouth.

*“ “=mendous strength in Leviathan’s neck
es terror wherever it goes.
is hard and firm

rises, the mighty are afraid,

=d by terror.

d canstopit,

" iDear, dart, or javelin.

nothing but straw to that Creature,
bronze s like rotten wood.
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% Arrows cannot make it flee.
Stones shot from a sling are like bits of grass.
2 Clubs are like a blade of grass,
and it laughs at the swish of javelins.
30 Its belly is covered with scales as sharp as glass.
It plows up the ground as it drags through the mud.

31 "Leviathan makes the water boil with its commotion.
It stirs the depths like a pot of ointment.
32 The water glistens in its wake,
making the sea look white.
33 Nothing on earth is its equal,
no other creature so fearless,
34 Of all the creatures, it is the proudest.
Itis the king of beasts.”

Job Responds to the Lorp
4 2 Then Job replied to the Lorp:

2 “Iknow that you can do anything,
and no one can stop you.
* You asked, ‘Who is this that questions my wisdom with
such ignorance?’
ItisI—and I was talking about things I knew nothing
about,
things far too wonderful for me.
4 You said, ‘Listen and I will speak!
Thave some questions for you,
and you must answer them.’
5 I'had only heard about you before,
but now I have seen you with my own eyes.
6 Itake back everything I said,
and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.”

Conclusion: The LORD Blesses Job

7After the Lorp had finished speaking to Job, he said to Eli-
phaz the Temanite: “I am angry with you and your two
friends, for you have not spoken accurately about me, as my
servant Job has. 8So take seven bulls and seven rams and go
to my servant Job and offer a burnt offering for yourseives.
My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer
on your behalf. I will not treat Yyou as you deserve, for you
have not spoken accurately about me, as my servant Job
has.” 9So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zo-
phar the Naamathite did as the Lorp commanded them, and
the Lorp accepted Job's prayer.

1"When Job prayed for his friends, the Lorp restored his
fortunes. In fact, the Lorp gave him twice as much as be-
fore! "'Then all his brothers, sisters, and former friends
came and feasted with him in his home. And they consoled
him and comforted him because of all the trials the Lorp
had brought against him. And each of them brought him a
gift of money* and a gold ring.

1250 the Lorp blessed Job in the second half of his life
even more than in the beginning. For now he had 14,000
sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 teams of oxen, and 1,000 fe-
male donkeys. *He also gave Job seven more sons and three
more daughters. '“He named his first daughter Jemimah,
the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 15In all
the land no women were as lovely as the daughters of Job.
And their father put them into his will along with their
brothers.

'¢Job lived 140 years after that, living to see four genera-
tions of his children and grandchildren. 17Then he died, an
old man who had lived a long, full life.




Date Written

Psaims |

Author According to jewish tradition, David wrote seventy-three Psalms; Asaph wrote twelve; the sons
of Korah wrote nine; Solomon wrote two; Heman (with the sons of Korah), Ethan, and Moses
each wrote one; and fifty-one psalms are anonymous. The New Testament ascribes two of the -
anonymous psalms (Psalms 2 and 95) to David (see Acts 4:25; Hebrews 4:7).

Between the time of Moses (about 1440 B.C.) and the Babylonian captivity (586 B.C.)
Throughout our life, we all experience a wide range of emotions, such as joy, anger, F
peacefulness, frustration, despair, happiness, and anxiety. These feelings don't typically obey
carefully scripted creeds. Music and poetry often seem to be the only way to express them full
The book of Psalms speaks to this part of human experience through the poetic words of peopk
who offered their feelings to God. Are you angry about something? The book of Psalms include
several prayers that express this same emotion (see Psalm 35). Are you afraid? So was David
when he wrote Psalm 2. Are you frustrated by injustice? Psalm 79 laments this same situation.
Likewise, Psalm 19 and Psalm 104 celebrate the incredible power of God as it is revealed in his
creation. This collection of hymns and prayers seems to touch every corner of the human soul.
As with the psalm writers themselves, these honest expressions of feeling will draw you closer

Content

For the choir director: A psal i
) ; 'm of David, to b
4 accompanied by stringed instruments. s
“nswer me when I call to you,
O God who declares me innocent.
“reeme from my troubles,
Have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
“ow long will you people ruin m i
y y reputation?
II}ow long mll you make groundless accusations
ow long will you continue your lies?

*0u can be sure of this: fni
The Lorp set apart the godly for himself.
The Lorp will answer when [ call to him.
D on't sin by Ietﬁng anger control you.
Think about it overnight and remain silent.
Inte

Jffer sacrifices in the right spiri
it,
and trust the Lorp. g

+'any people say, “Who will show us better ti
£ er times?”
Let your face smile on us, Lorb. e

to the God who made you.

Book ONE (Psalms 1-41)

1 10N, the joys of those who do not
follow the advice of the wicked,
or stand around with sinners,
or join in with mockers.

2 But they delight in the law of the Lorb,
meditating on it day and night.

3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank,
bearing fruit each season.

Their leaves never wither,

and they prosper in all they do.

4 But not the wicked!
They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.
5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
Sinners will have no place among the godly.
6 For the Lorp watches over the path of the godly,
but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.

2 1 Why are the nations so angry?
Why do they waste their time with futile plans?
2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle;
the rulers plot together
against the Lorp
and against his anointed one.
3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry,
“and free ourselves from slavery to God.”

4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs.
The Lord scoffs at them.
5 Then in anger he rebukes them,
terrifying them with his fierce fury.
6 For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on
the throne
in Jerusalem,* on my holy mountain.”

7 The king proclaims the LorD’s decree:
“The Lorp said to me, ‘You are my son.*
Today I have become your Father.*
2:6 Hebrew on Zion.  2:7a Or Son; alsoin 2:12.

Interlude throughout the Psalms.

2:7b Or Today I reveal you as my son.
meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. ~ 3:2 Hebrew Selah. The meaning of this word is uncertain, though it is probably a musical or literary term. It isren

8 Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your
inheritance,
the whole earth as your possession.
9 You will break* them with an iron rod
and smash them like clay pots.”

10 Now then, you kings, act wisely!
Be warned, you rulers of the earth!

11 Serve the Lorp with reverent fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

12 Submit to God's royal son,* or he will become angry, ‘
and you will be destroyed in the midst of all your

activities—
for his anger flares up in an instant.
But what joy for all who take refuge in him!

A psalm of David, regarding the time David fled
his son Absalom.

1 O Lorp, I have so many enemies;
SO many are against me.

2 So many are saying,
“God will never rescue him!”

3 But you, O Lorp, are a shield around me; i
you are my glory, the one who holds my head high-
4 I cried out to the Lorp, :
and he answered me from his holy mountain.

Inter

Interis

5 Ilay down and slept,
yet I woke up in safety,
for the Lorp was watching over me.

6 1 am not afraid of ten thousand enemies
who surround me on every side.

7 Arise, O Lorp!
Rescue me, my God!
Slap all my enemies in the face!
Shatter the teeth of the wicked!
8 Victory comes from you, O Lorp.
May you bless your people.

2:9 Greek version reads rule. Compare Rev 2:27.  2:12 T

Y Jijhhavehgiven me greater joy
an those who have abundant i
oy harvests of grain a
- peace I will lie down and sleep,
for you alone, O Lorp, will keep me safe.

‘ For the choir director: A psal i
iccompanied by the ﬂutg o David tobe
- Lorp, hearme as I pray;
pay attention to my groaning.
: ?Een to my cry for help, my King and my God
forI pray to no one but you. \
-sten to my voice in the morning, Lorp,

Each morning I bring my request:
[ S t
Wwait expectantly. ¢ oyouand

;»od, you take no pleasure in wickedness:
“_;?:fgigrzgt toleradte the sins of the wickéd.
e , the proj i
’ presence,p ud may not stand in your
foryou hate all who do evil.
-u will destroy those who tell lies,
The Lorp detests murderers and deceivers.

“=-ause of your unfailing love, I can ent ;
! will worship at your Temple with dezl;;z(s)r ;\i}g -
-=2d me in the right path, O Lorp, '
-I my enemies will conquer me,
“=<e your way plain for me to follow.

" enemies cannot speak a truthful word

- Their deepest desire is to destroy others
<irtalk is foul, like the stench froman o;')en ave.
Their tongues are filled with flattery.* il
-0d, declare them guilty. .

__gt them be caught in their own traps.

-~ve them away because of their many sins,
“or they have rebelled against you. .

3 :_Iet all whp take refuge in you rejoice;
) jt them sing joyful praises forever.
T iad Your protection over them,
“1at all who love your name may be filled with joy.

7 youbless the godly, O Lor;

¥ ousurround them with your shield of love.

e verilion reads with lies. Compare Rom 3:13,
o :13.

xew 6:TITLE Hebrew with
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wide range of emotions, such as joy, anger,
=53, and anxiety. These feelings don’t typically obe
v often seem to be the only way to express them
human experience through the poetic words of p
1 angry about something? The book of Psalms inc
otion (see Psalm 35). Are you afraid? So was {
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:te the incredible power of God as it is revealed in
ayers seems te touch every corner of the human
se honest expressions of feeling will draw you

# Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your
inheritance,
the whole earth as your possessxon
= You will break* them with an iron rod
and smash them like clay pots.””

' Now then, you kings, act wisely!
Be warned, you rulers of the earth!
'* Serve the Lorp with reverent fear,
and rejoice with trembllng
'2 Submit to God's royal son,* or he will become g
and you will be destroyed in the midst of all yos
activities—

for his anger flares up in an instant. | !

But what joy for all who take refuge in him! I

3 A psalm of David, regarding the time David fled &
his son Absalom. -

* O Lorp, I have so many enemies;
S0 many are against me.

2 So many are saying, 5
“God will never rescue him!” [ntz

* Butyou, O LoRb, are a shield around me;

you are my glory, the one who holds my head ha
# Icried out to the Lorb,

and he answered me from his holy mountain.

= 1lzy down and slept,
yetI'woke up in safety,
for the Lorp was watching over me.

¢ I'am not afraid of ten thousand enemies
who surround me on every side.

7 Arise, O Lorp!
Rescue me, my God!
Slap all my enemies in the face!
Shatter the teeth of the wicked!
* Victory comes from you, O LoRrb.
May you bless your people.

=y som 2:9 Greek version reads rule. Compare Rev 2:27.  2:12°
"2 i uncertzin, though it is probably a musical or literary term. Tt is:

~7 the choir director: A psalm of David, to be
woompanied by stringed instruments.

wwerme when I call to you,
- 5od who declares me innocent.
== me from my troubles.
“zvemercy on me and hear my prayer.

- ‘ong will you people ruin my reputation?
~ow long will you make groundless accusations?
~ow long will you continue your lies? Interlude
- -an be sure of this:
~~e Lorp set apart the godly for himself.
“e Lorp will answer when I call to him.

7 1 sin by letting anger control you.
“"ink about it overnight and remain silent.
Interlude
~ =7 sacrifices in the right spirit,
=~d trust the Lorp.

P e people say, “Who will show us better times?”
=t your face smile on us, LorD.
' have given me greater joy
~zn those who have abundant harvests of grain and
new wine.
'+ =ace Iwill lie down and sleep,
=~ you alone, O Loro, will keep me safe.

"~ the choir director: A psalm of David, to be

«ompanied by the flute.

~ -=p,hear me asIpray;

attention to my groaning.

o my cry for help, my King and my God,
pray to no one but you.

to my voice in the morning, LorD.
morning I bring my requests to you and
wait expectantly.

==, you take no pleasure in wickedness;
~ cannot tolerate the sins of the wicked.
“=fore, the proud may not stand in your
presence,
=7 you hate all who do evil.
7 will destroy those who tell lies.
~= Lorp detests murderers and deceivers.

‘=~z.se of your unfailing love, I can enter your house;
~1ll worship at your Temple with deepest awe.

Tein the right path, O Lorp,

y enemies will conquer me.

our way plain for me to follow.

-\ =—emies cannot speak a truthful word.
r deepest desire is to destroy others.

hem be caught in their own traps.
m away because of their many sins,
ey have rebelled against you.

-0 = zll who take refuge in you rejoice;

m sing joyful praises forever.

vour protection over them,

=1 zll who love your name may be filled with joy.
- “ubless the godly, O Lorp;
surround them with your shield of love.

sion reads with lies. Compare Rom 3:13.

he.

page 325...PSALM 7
For the choir director: A psalm of David, to be
accompanied by an eight-stringed instrument.*

1 O Lorp, don't rebuke me in your anger
or discipline me in your rage.
2 Have compassion on me, Lorp, for [ am weak.
< Heal me, Lorp, for my bones are in agony.
3 Iam sick at heart.
How long, O Lorp, until you restore me?

4 Return, O Lorp, and rescue me.

Save me because of your unfailing love.
5 For the dead do not remember you.

‘Who can praise you from the grave?*

6 Tam worn out from sobbing.
All night I flood my bed with weeping,
drenching it with my tears.

7 My vision is blurred by grief;
my eyes are worn out because of all my enemies.

8 Go away, all you who do evil,
for the Lorp has heard my weeping.
9 The Lorp has heard my plea;
the Lorp will answer my prayer.
10 May all my enemies be disgraced and terrified.
May they suddenly turn back in shame.

A psalm of David, which he sang to the Lord
concerning Cush of the tribe of Benjamin.

1 I come to you for protection, O Lorp my God.
Save me from my persecutors—rescue me!
2 If you don’t, they will maul me like a lion,
tearing me to pieces with no one to rescue me.
3 O Lorp my God, if I have done wrong
or am guilty of injustice,
4 if I have betrayed a friend
or plundered my enemy without cause,
5 then let my enemies capture me.
Let them trample me into the ground
and drag my honor in the dust.

6 Arise, O Lorp, in anger!
Stand up against the fury of my enemies!
Wake up, my God, and bring justice!
7 Gather the nations before you.
Rule over them from on high.
8  TheLorp judges the nations.
Declare me righteous, O Lorb,
for I am innocent, O Most High!
9 End the evil of those who are wicked,
and defend the righteous.
For you look deep within the mind and heart,
O righteous God.

10 God is my shield, ‘
saving those whose hearts are true and right.
1 God is an honest judge.
He is angry with the wicked every day.

Interlude

12 If a person does not repent,
God* will sharpen his sword;
he will bend and string his bow.
13 He will prepare his deadly weapons
and shoot his flaming arrows.

14 The wicked conceive evil;
they are pregnant with trouble
and give birth to lies.

6:TITLE Hebrew with stringed instruments; according to the sheminith. ~ 6:5 Hebrew from Sheol?




