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arrow,Jonathanshouted,"Theanowisstillaheadofyou. wereintroubleorindebtorwhowerejustdiscontent«È::lidProtectstheTownofKeilah 2sW

r8Hurry',hurry,don'twait."sotheboyquicklygathereâup untilDaüdwasthecaptainof about400men ')? One day news came to David that the Philistines for l

thearrowsandranbacktohismastei.riue,ôfiourse,sui- 3taterDavidwenttôMizpehinMoab,whereheaskedill) were atKeilah stealing grain from the threshing $ea
pected nothing; only ]onathan and David understood the king, "Please allowmy father and mother to live here wiül: :s. zDavid asked the LoRD, "Should I go and attack Mac

signal. +oThen jonathan gave his bow and arrows to the boy you until l knowwhat God is going to do for me." 4So Davlît --:?" 2t

aridtold him to take them back to town. parents stayed in Moab with the liing duringthe entiretx es,go and save Keilah," the LoRD told him. tain
4rAs soon as the boy was gone, David came out from baüd was liüng in his stronghold. ' : üt David's men said, "We're afraid even here in Judah. his I

where he had been hiding neaithe stone pile.* Then David sone day the prophet Gaà told Daüd, "Leave the stroq ertainly don't want to go to Keilah to fight the whole tine

bowed three ümes to Jonàthan with his fate to the ground. hold and return io the land of Iudah." So David went to ! itine army!" and

Both ofthem were in tears as they embraced each other and forest of Hereth. r David asked the LoRD again, and again the LoRD re- the l
said good-bye, especially David. 6The news of his arrival in Judah soon reached SauL x : : "Go down to Keilah, for I will help you conquer the of E

+zÀt last Ionatlian said to Daüd, "Go in peace, for we have the time, the king \.ÿas sitting beneath the tamarisk tree I - , rines." Enl
sworn loyalty to each other in the Lonn's name. The LoRD is the hill at Gibeah, holding his spear and surrounded by h r Daüd and his men went to Keilah. They slaughtered

the witness of a bond between us and our children forever." officers. ',ilistines and took all their livestock and rescued the Da\
Then Daüd left, and Jonathan retumed to the town.* T"Listen here, you men of Benjamin!" Saul shouted t0 r, i : t of Keilah. 6Now when Abiathar son of Ahimelech ),

officers when hô heard the news. "Has that son of Jel David at Keilah, he brought the ephod \,ÿith him. Z'
David Runs from Saul promised every one of you fields and üneyards? Hæ n :l soon learned that David was at Keilah. "Good!" he of E

.lf r*Daüd went to the town of Nob to see Ahimelech promised to make you all generals and captains in fu îed. "We've got him now! God has handed him over and

Z I æ pnest. Ahimelech trembled when he saw him. àrmÿ* a1s ihat why ÿou haveionspired against me? Forûr 'or he has tra-pped himself in a walledtown!" 8So Saul the'
"Why are yôu alone?" he asked. "Why is no one with you?" one of you told me when my own son made a solemn Fr- zed his entire army to march to Keilah and besiege 3.

z"The king has sent me on a pdvate matter," David said. with the son of Jesse. You're not even sorry for me. Thinht : .,nd his men. wen

"He told me àot to tell anyone why I am here. I have told my it! My own son-encouraging him to kill me, as he is tryLtî David learned of Saul's plan and told Abiathar the and

men where to meet me later. sNow, what is there to eat? Give do this very day!" i D bring the ephod and ask the LoRD Lÿhat he should 4

me five loaves of bread or anything else you have." eThen Doeg the Edomite, who was standing there d,r,. ren Daüd prayed, "O Lono, God of Israel, I have him
4"We dont have any regular bread," the priest replied. Saul's men, spoke up. "When I was at Nob," he said, '1rf àt Saul is planning to come and destroy Keilah be- ene:

"But there is the holy bread, which you can have if your the son of Iesse talking to the priest, Ahimelech son of !ür :ni here. t rWill the leaders of Keilah betray me to crel
young men have not slept with any women recently." tub. roAhimelech consulted the LoRD for him. Then heXüt .r d \ /ill Saul actually come as I have heard? O LoRD, sl

s"Don'tworry,"Daüdreplied."ineverailowmymentobe himfoodandtheswordofGoliathihePhilistine." :ael,pleasetellme." caul
with women when they are on a campaign. And since they -Le Lono said, "He will come." havt

stay clean even on ordinary trips, how much more on this The Slaughter of the Priests lr David asked, "Will the leaders of Keilah betray LoR
one!" rlKing Saul immediately sent for Ahimelech and all his imt' ' rv men to Saul?" tacl

6sincetherewasnootherfoodavailable,thepriestgave ily,whoservedaspriestsatNob.t2whentheyarrivedsa -.eLonoreplied,"Yes,theywillbetrayyou." sen
him the holy bread-the Bread of the Presence that was shouted at him, "Listen to me, you son of Ahitub!" kill
placed before the LoRD in the Tabemacle. It had iust been "What is it, my king?" Ahimelech asked. :i "l ides in the Wilderness l
replaced that day vÿith fresh bread. r 3"Why have you and the son of Jesse conspired agI J and his men-about 600 of them now-left Kei can

TNow Doeg the Edomite, Saul's chief herdsman, was me?" Saul demanded. "Why did you give him food dl- :gan roaming the countryside. Word soon reached wht
there that day, having been detained before the LoRD.* sword? Why have you consulted God for him? Why hill Daüd had escaped, so he didn't go to Keilah after e

sDaüd asked Ahimelech, "Do you have a spear or sword? you encouraged him to kill me, as he is trying to do thjJ 1ür . i now stayed in the strongholds of the wilderness ple

The king's business was so urgent that I didnt even have da)4" ,, : hill country of Ziph. Saul hunted him day after see

timeto$abaweapon!" l4"Butsir,"Ahimelechreplied,"isanyoneamongall;ilr . roddidn'tletsaulfindhim. atn
e"I only have the sword of Goliâth the Philistine, whom servants as faithful as Daüd, your son-in{aw? Why, he ffir lay near Horesh, David received the news that Saul to k

wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. Take that if you want your household! 1 sThis was certainly not the first time I ilt : t to find David and encouraged him to stay strong whi
it,forthereisnothingelsehere." consultedGodforhimlMaythekingnotaccusemeantü .rinGod.rT"Don'tbeafraid,"Jonathanreassured Icu

"There is nothing like it!" Daüd replied. "Give it to me!" family in this matter, for I knew nothing at all of any S iather will never find youl You are going to be the ing
losoDavidescapedfromsaulandwenttoKingAchishof againstyou." ::el,andlwillbenexttoyou,asmyfather,Saul,is tho

Gath. 1lBut the officers of Achish were unhappy about his 16"You will surely die, Ahimelech, along \,ÿith your eill '.." rsSo the two of them renewed their solemn pact l

being there. "Isn't this David, the king of the land?" they family!" the king shouted. rTAnd he ordered his bodygud - . LoRD. Thelr Jonathan returned home, while Da- pur
asked. "lsn't he the one the people honor l^/ith dances, sing- "Kill these priests of the LoRD, for they are allies and ilr' .. at Horesh. nev
ing, spirators with Daüd! They knew he was running awayil rw the men of Ziph went to Saul in Gibeah and be- cotr

,Saulhaskilledhisthousands, me,buttheydidnttellme!"ButSaul'smenrefusedtofl ,'ldtohim."WeknowwhereDaüdishiding,"they rry

andDavidhistenthousands'?" ":lr'#J,iTili, said to Does,,,you do ft.,,so Doegü :l?Jtrj[i1flTii,Ïlri:'r',H:lÏ"t'jif:ij* ffi;
12Daüd heard these comments and was very afraid of Edomite tumed on them and killed them that day, eEql ''.ou're ready, O king, and we will catch him and of I

what King Achish of Gath might do to him. r 3So he pre- five priests in all, still wearing their priestly garmd rver to you!" anc

tendedtobelnsane,scratchingondoorsanddroolingdown leThenhewenttoNob,thetownofthepriests,andkil ronn bless you," Saul said. "At last someone is r

hisbeard. the priests'families-men and women, children arÉq r. about me! 22Go and check again to be sure of "Is
raFinally,KingAchishsaidtohismen,"Mustyoubring bies-andallthecattle,donkeys,sheep,andgoats. É .ÿayingandwhohasseenhimthere,forlknowrTÀ

me a madman? lswe already have enough of them around 2oonly Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelech, esc{ ' ry crafty. 2rDiscover his hiding piaces, and come yot
here! Why should I let someone like this be my guest?" and fled to David. zrWhen he told Daüd that Saul had q iou are sure. Then I'U go with you. And if he is in am

thepriestsoftheLopo,zDaüdexclaimed,"Iknewit!1tI4 ali. I'lltrackhimdown,eveniflhavetosearch pla

David at the Cave of Adullam saw Doeg the Edomite there that day, I knew he was s4 'g place in Judahl" 24So the men of Ziph returned leV

,, SoDaüdleftGathandescapedtothecaveof Adul- tellsaul.Nowlhavecausedthedeathof allyourfathefsil lof Saul. in I

ZZ tam. Soon his brothers and all his other relatives ily.2sstayherewithme,anddon'tbeafraid.Iwillprotecfi rile,Daüdandhismenhadmovedintothett'il- nes
joined him there. 2Then others began coming-men who with my own life, for the same person wants to kill us boü'l vaon in the Arabah Valley south of Jeshimon. are

21:2-l6inHebrewtext. 2liTThemeanlngoftheHebrewisuncertai\. 22,THebtewcommandqsoftho$andsandcommandqsoJhundreds? r I-22ar€numbered24:2-23inHebrewtext.
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i Protects the Town of Keilah
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2swhen Daüd heard that Saul and his men were searchif€
for him, he went even farther into the wildemess to the

$eat rock, and he remained there in the wildemess of
Maon. But Saul kept after him in the wilderness.

26saul and Daüd were now on opposite sides of a moun-
tain. Just as Saul and his men began to close in on David and
his men, 27an urgentmessage reached Saul that the Philis-
tines were raiding Israel again. 28So Saul quit chasing Daud
and retumed to fight the Philistines. Ever since that time,
the placewhere Daüdwas camped has been calledthe Rock
of Escape.* 2exDavid then went to live in the strongholds of
En-gedi.

David Spares Saul's Life
1 I t+After Saul returned from fighting the Philistines,
Z1 h, *ut toldthat Daüd had goie inà the wildemess
of En-gedi. 2So Saul chose 3,000 elite û'oops from all Israel
and went to search for Daüd and hls men near the rocks of
the \ /ild goats.

3Atthe place where the road passes some sheepfolds, Saul
went into a ca\,€ to relieve himself. But as it happened, Daüd
and his men were hiding farther back in that very cave!

4"No\4/'s your opportunityl" David's men whispered to

) One day news came to Daÿid that the Philistines
J were at Keilah stealing grain from the threshing
'!. 2David asked the Lor.o, "Should I go and attack

:r, 11S stronghold.
:::phet Gad told Daüd, "Leave the
:: :re land of Judah." So David went

::. :rrival in Judah soon reached
. +:-. sitting beneath the tamarisk
-- r:lding his spear and surounded

, :i men of Beniamin!" Saul shouted
: :..ard the news. "Has that son of

-:: rf you fields and üneYards?
:.:. .:u all generals and captains
,:,. r ûu have conspired against me?

:e ir hen my own son made a

a:sa You',re not even sorry for me.
.r::uraging himtokillme,as he is

À rat God is
\.lrab \{ith

1i :r:eStS l

Lrsien to

going to do for me."
the king duringthe

aSo

said,
son

, r, go and save Keilah," the Lom told him.
. Dayid's men said, "We're afraid even here in Judah.
itainly don't want to go to Keilah to fight the whole
ne army!"
9aüd asked the LoRD again, and again the LoRD re-
Go down to Keilah, for I will help you conquer the
res."
rlaüd and his men went to Keilah. They slaughtered
listines and took all their livestock and rescued the
cf Keilah. 6Now when Abiathar son of Ahimelech
javid at Keilah, he brought the ephod \,ÿith him.
I soon learned that David was at Keilah. "Goodl" he
.ed. "We've got him now! God has handed him over
rr he has trapped himself in a walled town!" 8So Saul
,rd his entire army to march to Keilah and besiege
rd his men.
)avid learned of Saul's plan and told Abiathar the
bring the ephod and ask the Lom what he shouid

'en Daüd prayed, "O LoRD, cod of Israel, I have him."TodaytheLoRDistellingyou,'Iwillcertainlyputyour
àt Saul is planning to come and destroy Keilah be- enemy into your power, to do with as you wish."' So David
rm here. r rwill the leaders of Keilah betray me to crept forward and cut off a piece of the hem of Saul's robe.
rd \,ÿill Saul actually come as I have heard? O LoR , sBut then David's conscience began bothering him be-
,rael, please tell me." cause he had cut Saul's robe. 6"The LoRD knows I shouldn't
.:e Lom said, "He will come." have done that to my lord the king," he said to his men. "The
r David asked, "Will the leaders of Keilah betray LoRD forbid that I should do this to my lord the king and at-
:ÿ men to Saul?" tackthe LoRD's anointed one, for the Lono himselfhas cho-
e Lono replied, "Yes, they\.vill betray you." sen him." /So Daüd restrained his men and did not let them

kill Saul.
'ldes in the Wilderness After Saul had left the cave and gone on his way, aDaüd
j and his men-about 600 of them now-left Kei- came out and shouted after him, "My lord the king!" And
, gan roaming the countryside. Word soon reached when Saul looked around, Daüd bowed low before hrm.
laüd had escaped, so he didn't go to Keilah after eThen he shouted to Saul, "Why do you listen to the peo-
r now stayed in the strongholds of the wilderness ple who say I am trying to harm you? l0This very da1't'ou can
. hill country of Ziph. Saul hunted him day after see with your own eyes it isn't true. For the LoRD placed you
:d didn't let Saul find him. at my mercy back there in the cave. Some of my men told me

-:\,nearHoresh,DayidreceivedthenewsthatSaul tokillyou,butlsparedvou.Forlsaid,'l\\,ii]neverharmthe
rvaytoZiphtosearchforhimandkillhim. r6Jon- king-he is the LoRD's anointed one.' rrLook, mY father, at
. to find Daüd and encouraged him to stay strong what I have in my hand, It is a piece of the hem of Iour robe!

rn God. r7"Don't be afraid," Ionathan reassured I cut it off, but I didn't kill you. This proves that I am not try-
.rther \4/ill never find you! You are going to be the ing to harm you and that I have not sinned against you, even
..:l,andlwillbenexttoyou,asmyfather,Saul,is thoughyouha\.ebeenhuntingformetokillme.

rsso the two of them renewed their solemn pact 12"May the LoRD iudge between us. Perhaps the Lono will
lcRD. Then Jonathan returned home, while Da- punish you for what you are trying to do to me, but I will
,: Horesh. never harm you. r3As that old proverb says,'Fromevil people
., the men of Ziph went to Saul in Gibeah and be- come eül deeds.' So you can be sure I will never harm you.
.rtohim."WeknowwhereDavidishiding,"theyl4whoisthekingoflsraeltryingtocatchanyway?Should
.n the strongholds of Horesh on the hill of Haki- he spend his time chasing one who rs as worthless as a dead
,inthesouthernpartofJeshimon.zocomedown dogorasingleflea?lsMaytheLoRDthereforejudgewhich
- r're ready, O king, and we \ryill catch him and of us is right and punish the guilty one. He is my advocate,
?r toyou!" and he will rescue me from your powerl"
eo bless you," Saul said. "At last someone is reWhen David had finished speaking, Saul called back,
rout me! 22Go and check again to be sure of "Is that really vou, my son Daüd?" Then he began to cry.

. ,aYing and who has seen him there, for I know rzAnd he sald to David, "You are a better man than I am, for
.rafty.23Discoverhishidingplaces,andcome you have repaid me good for evil. laYes, you have been
.l are sure. Then I'll go with you. And if he is in amazingly kind to me today, for when the LoRD put me in a

I'11 track him down, even if I have to search place where you could have killed me, you didn't do it.
-ilaceinludah!"24SothemenofZiphretumedrewhoelsewouldlethisenemygetawaywhenhehadi]n
r: Saul. in his power? May the LoRD reward you weli for Ii. , :: :'
- David and his men had moved into the wil- ness you have shou,n me today. 20And nou l re: :- :: .: :
,onintheArabahValleySouthofJeshimon.aresurelygoingtobeking,andthatihek.:.!-:-
::riptslackthefirstsentenceof23:11. 2!'.2SHebrewSelahommahlekath. 21:29Yerse-lll! ! --::-:: --
I :ae numbered 2412-23 in Hebrew tert.
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:il.rg to the priest, Ahimelech
- -r:.sultedthe LoRD for him. Then
: r,, o:d of Goliath the Philistine."

' of the Priests

":rateiy 
sent forAhimelech and all

,rg said to Doeg, "You do
. rn them and killed them

at Nob. l2when they
me, you son of Ahitubl"

him?

it." So

that

', <rng?" Ahimelechasked.
r û:j and the son of Jesse consPired
r:.ied. 1\/try did you give
,. iou consulted God for

him

::r to kill me, as he is trying to do

:.::1ech replied, "is anyone
:.:i as David,your son-in-

:': himl May the king not accuse
Et1er, for I knew nothing at all of

-:aiv die, Ahimelech, along with
i shouted. rTAnd he orderedhis
* cf the Lonn, for they are allies
'aridi They knew he was running
:n't tell me!" But Saul's men
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willflourishunderyourrule.2lNowsweartomebytheLopo
that r,ÿhen that happens you will not kill my family and de-
stroy my line of descendants!"

2So Daüd promised this to Saul with an oath. Then Saul
wmt home, but Daüd and his men went back to their
sûonghold.

The Death of Samuel
, f Now Samuel died, and all Israel gathered for his fu-
ZJ neral. rney burieà him at his hoùse in Ramah.

Nabal Angers David
Then Daüd moved down to the wilderness of Maon.*
2There was a wealthy man from Maon who oMrned property
near the town of Carmel. He had 3,000 sheep and 1,000
goats, and it was sheep-shearing time. rThis man's name
was Nabal,andhiswife,Abigail,was a sensibleandbeautiful
woman. But Nabal, a descendant of Caleb, was cnrde and
mean in all his dealings.

aWhen Daüd heard that Nabal was shearing his sheep,
she sent ten of his young mm to Carmel with this message
for Nabal: s"Peace and prosperity to you, your family, and
everything you own! 7I am told that it is sheep-shearing
time. While your shepherds stayed among us near Carmel,

celebration? Please share any provisions you might have on
hand with us and with your friend Daüd." eDaüd's young
men gave this message to Nabal in David's name, and they

of servants these days who run away from their masters.
lrShould I take my bread and mJ water and my meat that

laws who come fromwho knows where?"
r2so Daüd's young men retumed and told him what Na-

bal had said. 13"Get your swords!" was Daüd's reply as he
strapped on his own. Then 400 men started off with Daüd,
and 200 remained behind to guard their equipment.

raMeanwhile, one of Naballs servants \4rent to Abigail and
told her, "Daüd sent messengers from the wildemess to
greet our master, but he screamed insults at them. rsThese

men have been very good to us, and we never suffered any
harm from them. Nothing was stolen from us the whole
time they were with us. r6ln fact, day and night they were
like a wall of protection to us and l}le sheep. rryou need to
know this and figure out what to do, for there is going to
be trouble for our master and his whole family. He's so ill-
tempered that no one can even talk to himl"

lsAbigail wâsted no time. She quickly gathered
200 loaves of bread, two wineskins futl of wine, five sheep
that had been slaughtered, nearly a bushel+ of roasted gtain,
100 clusters of raisins, and 200 fig cakes. She packed them

accept all blame in this matter,mylord. Please listen
I have to say. 2sI know Nabal is a wicked and
man; please dont pay any afiention to him. He is a

as his name suggests.* But I nevdT even saw the
you sent.

26"Now my lord, as surely as the LoRD lives
yourself live, since the LoRD has keptyou from

Abigail trntercedes for Nabal
z:When Abigail saw Daüd, she quickly got
and bowed low before him. 24she fell at his

and taking vengeance into
mies and those who try to

æ"Even when you are chased by those
you, your life is safe in the care of the LoRD
in his treasure pouchl But the lives of your

off her
feet and

let all
you be as as

is. 27And here is a present that I, your servant, have
to you and your youngmen. 2sPlease forgive me if
fended you in any way. The LoRD \,rdll surely
with a lasting dynasty, for you are fighting the
tles. And you have not done wrong throughout your
life.

who

enemles
appear like stones shot from a sling! 3owhen the
done all he promised and has made you leader
31don't let this be a blemish on your record. Then

of

we never harmed them, and nothing was ever stolen from science won't have to bear the
them. 8Ask your own men, and they will tell you this is true.
So \.ÿould you be kind to us, since we have come at a time of

servant!"
32David replied to Abigail, "Praise the Lonn, the

rael, who has sent you to meet me todaÿ ,3Thank

waited for a reply. your good sense! Bless you for
ts,I/Vho is this fellow Daüd?" Nabal sneered to the young from carrying out vengeance

men- "ÿVho does this son of Jesse think he is? There are lots $,ÿear by the LoRD, the God of Israel, who has

the

hands.

household is still alive tomorrowmoming!"

you had not hurried out to
would still be

home in peace. I have heard what you said. We
your husband."

rWhen Abigail anived home, she found that
throwing a big
very drunk, so
ing with Daüd until dawn the next day. 37In the
when Nabal was sober, his wife told him what
pened. As a result he had a stroke,* and he lay
his bed like a stone. 3sAbout ten days later, the
him,andhe died.

David Marries Abigail
:swhen Daüd heard that Nabal was dead, he said,

his wives. 4saul,
chal, Daüd's wife,
Laish-

meanwhile, had his
to a man from

hurtingyou, that if'
one of Nabal's men

I,Veslaughteredformyshearersandgiveittoabandofout- 35Then Daüd accepted her present and told her,

Abigail to ask her to become his wife.
4when the messengers arrived at Carmel,

gail, "David has sent us to take you back to marry
on donkeys leand said to her servants, "Go on ahead. I will +tShe bowed low to the ground and
follow you shortly." But she didnt tell her husband Naba'l sewant, would be happy

a slave,
to marry David. would

what she was doing.
zoAs she was riding her donkey into a mountain ravine,

willing to become washingthe feet of

she saw Daüd and his men coming toward her. 2t Daüd had

iust been saÿng, "A lot of good it did to help this feliow We
protected his flocks in the wilderness, and nothing he also married Ahinoam from ]ezreel, making
owned was lost or stolen. But he has
22May God süike me and kill me*

repaid me evil for good.
if even one man of his

25:1 ÀsinGreekversion(æealso25:2)HebrewrcadsPam.25:lSHebrew5se4hr[30liters].25:22AsinGreekversion;HebrewreadsM4ÿ
atdkillthemmi*ofDauid.25:25ThenameNabarmeans"fool." 2StlTHebtuhisheanîailedhim.

I Spares Saul Again
1 < \ow some men from Ziph came to Saul at Gibeah tr
- U .eli hrm, 'David is hiding on the hili of Hakilat

rverlooks Jeshimon."
Saul took 3,000 of Israel,s elite troops and went t(

:tm down in the wilderness of Ziph. rsaul campe(. 'ne road beside the hill of Hakilah, near Ieshimon
Daüd was hiding. When Daüd learned that Saul ha(

::rer him into the u/ildemess,4he sent out spies tô ver
: report of saul's arrivai.
..id stipped over to Saul,s camp one night to lool: Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of hir
,. ere,sleeping_inside a ring formed bythe slumberinÉ
:.. 6"Who \^/ill volunteer to go in there with me?,, Dal. d Ahimelech rheHittiteandAbishai sonof Zeruiah

, lrother.
go with you," Abishai replied. zSo Daüd and Abishar

r:ght-into Saul's camp and found him asleep, with his. ,fuck in the ground beside his head. Abnèr and the. . rerelyrngasleeparoundhim.

, :1" Daüd said. "Don't kill him. For who can remain in_
. afterattacking the LoRn's anointed ône?rosurelv the
..rll strike Saul down someday, or he \.vill die of old age

rrttle. rlThe LoRn forbid that I shoulrt kill the one fre
' rinted! But take his spear and that jug of water beside
, jd, and then let's get out 0f herel,,

:vid.climbed the hill opposite the camp until he was
,:e distance. r4Then he shouted down t-o the soldiers

\bner son of Ner, "Wake up, Abner!,,
.,0 is it?" Abner demanded.

r rul recognized David's voice and called out. ,,Is that* 
r, son David?"

.iteÿ bA Uim.

oÿer toyour thisenemy you
Daüd. "Let me him thepin to

vvith one ofthrust the \,ÿon't toneedspear; strike

ell Abner, you're a great man, aren t you?,, Daud: 'Where in all Israel is there anyone as mighÿ So
: ven't you guarded your master the king when some_
:me to kill him? r6Thi§ isn,t good at all! i swear by the
:lrat you and your men deserve to die, because r.ou

r io protect your master, the LoRD,s anointedl Lôok
ll \\&ere are the king's spear and the jug ofwater that
:eside his head?"

Nabal has recilfrom

\



cedes for Nabal

t. tr thls matter,my lord. Please listen
-- know Nabal is a wicked and

:r. : !av any atTention to him. H€ is

:ggeits.* But I never even saw the

:! : Dresent that I,your

Ô,rasty, for you are
-.:\ e not done wrong

::: \CU afe
i -r2 in the
I ::rr:hl But the lives
IÊs shot from a

':or,.ised and has
s r€ a blemish on your record.
: 1;re to bear the

--:: lf You had not hurried out to
; :ien rcould still be
: a:cepted her present and told

-e I have heard what you

ri untll dawn the next day. 37In

;\is sober, his wife told him
:suit he had a stroke,* and he
: si,lne. 3sAbout ten days later,
:.ec.

r Spares Saul Again
- < "low some men from Ziph came to Saul at Gibeah to
- J ell him, "Daüd is hiding on the hiil of Hakitah,

:r,erlooks Jeshimr:n."
:aul took 3,000 of Israel,s elite troops and went to
n down in the wilderness of Ziph. :Saul camped
.e road beside the hill of Hakilah, near Jeshimon,

, aüd was hiding. When Daüd Iearned that Saul had
.er himinto thewilderness,4he sent ôut spies to ver_'tport of Saul's arrivai.
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fused to kill you even when the Lono placed you in mv
power, foryou are lhe LcRD's anointed o:e :.row rnaythô
Lono value mylife, even as I have valued lours todav. Mâyhe
rescue me from all my troubles."

25And Saul said to Daüd, "Blessings on \ o _ n ! 5on Davio.
Youwill domanl.heroicdeeds,andyou rrrll ; -:.., :ur(p€d.
Then David wenl away, and Saul returned - . :- (

David among the Philistines
?TButDavidkeprthinkingtohimsetf :--. ::. SaL .:Zl-. goingto get me. The best thing I ca: : . .:re 

To
the Philistines. Then Saul \.vill stop huntlng ::: :: :: Israei_
ite territory, and I wll) finally be sàfe."

zSo David took his 600 men and \{en. _,.: :::,olned
Achish son of Maoch, the king of Gath. rD",.: :: : : :s nen
and their families settled there with Acht:: .: -:::. Dal.id
brought his two wiyes along \.vith him-t : ,,1 :r,.r lez-
reel and Abigail, Nabal's widow from C:- . ..,. .- ..on
reached Saul that David had fled to G::- ,: -. s._rÊped
hunting for him.

sone dayDaüd saidtoAchish,,,lf r: r: :.. :.::,,,.:: rou
wewouldratherliveinoneoftheco.i::. - .. . :.::col
here in the royal ciÿ."

eSoAchishgavehimthetown o: l,_.; .- -. :.... :e-
longstothekingsofludahtothiso". .-: -. -..::e
amongthePhilistinesforayeara-: : _- - .-

8Daüdandhismenspentthe --.-. - : .. .-. ...--
rites, the Girzites, and the Are.,.. -- - -. -:-
Iived near Shur, to\ryard the la:i :. . . :- 1

limes. eDa\4d d id not ieave or e l, : ,

attacked. He took the sheeo q; :-. . : - j -

and clothingbefore returnir.s :: -. -. 
: :.r . -. : - : -lo"Wheredidyoumake,._--. j .:: :

ask.

AndDaüdwouldreD., r:.- . -. _ - .t:- .-.
Jerahmeelites, and the L:r -',

rfNoonewasleftai:,e .. . -, . _: - :- :.
hadreallybeen. Ihrs rc:::-:_ j:: - :-- _-. - . -:
was liüng among rl.e pr:. ,..-,, :.. j
andthoughttohimself B,, ::f. ::,i
hatehimbitterly.Norçheuli :,..-. : : -:,,,,.-.I-
forever!"

-- sarç David,

' beiore him.

ser,gers. And so

i.uinoam from

she quickly got
24she fell at his

she became

off her
feet and

'ies Abigail
.i r.eard that Nabal was dead,

j slipped over to Saul's camp one night to look
Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of his
,:e sleeping inside a ring formed by the slumbering
6"Whowill volunteer to go in there with me?" Da-

: {himelech the Hittite andAbishai son of Zeruiah,
::lther

:: sün of Ner,,,Wâke up, Abner!,,
.:i"'Abner demanded.
ibner, you're a great man, aren,t you?" David
.ere in all Israel is there anlone as mighty? So

. . ùu guarded your master the
i1Il him? 16This isn,t good at
::t and your men deserve tô

rfessed, "I have sinned. Come back home,
I no longer try to harm you, for you valued

a:'ihavebeena fool and very veryranong.,,
.: spear, O king,'
-rme over and

" Daüd replied. "Let one of
geÏ it. 23The LoRD gives his

: toing good and for being loyal, and I re-

kingwhen some-
alM swear by the
die, because you- l?c1 your master, the LoRD's anointed! Look Saul Consults a Mediun- :le are the king's spear

head?"
and theiug of water that 

2g., :ts nries for :i ::.- :' . - - j ' -. - - 
_::: :lld' , _ -.gnized David,s voice and called out, "Is that Daüd,'lfou and voû m€r L.ra be ' -a -.:' . :.: :e inltvid?" battle."

.::.as the insult I
: ::E IIOM
:nt for his sin.
i :..: to become his wife.
-.€ r.essengers arrived at
::i sent us to take you back to
te,J .ow to the ground and
:.t De happy to marry David.
ati:.e a siave,washing
:::r g ready, she took
raanls. mounted her

z"\'enl<. ,: -::.-..: .. _ ,...tt,..]J:self
what rr'e c,: ::

u"Jrfr,-,- ' :-oe-sonal

3Mea: ,,:...: :i*-: -::::: : t, ,::: rad mourned
for hirn. He tr:r : -'.. : - :i-:- - r:,ta:J\\11 AndSaUl
had banrei :::- :-: :-: : --,: : t-a::Jms and those
who cons.rii .:.

Jezreel,
'S::. meanwhile, had
i h-]Ie, to a man

I 25:22AsinGreekvesion;
ruhif,.

4The Phi..st:a. ;:: -: -::.: ,jr:.: aî Shunem, and Saul
gathereda.t'-:: ::]-,. -t:.:..:: :amoedatGliboa.swhen
Saui sas ,-, ,' =- 'a-:-Tn. ;€ oecan ? frantic \rrilh
fear.6He ii^r:.:. _:: r'iatreihoulddo,buttheLonnrà_
fused to J-..,-- - -. -:rher bf dream.orbt.sacred lots+or
by tie o: ::. j 'i.lLlt rhen said ro h.is aâvisers, "Find a
woman \\'i-lc ts a medium, so i can go and ask herwhattodo.,,

His ad.,isers replied, "There is a medium at Endor.,,
sSo Saul disguised himself by wearing ordinary clothirrg

mt|illlrr

doüü

as the LoRD lives anfl

r \!,ith you," Abishai replied. 7So Daüd and Abishai
i -r.into Saul's camp and found him asleep, with his

:k in the $ound beside his head. Abnèr and the
. ere lying asleep around him.

: :,as surely handed your enemy over to you this
: shai whispered to Daüd. ,,Let 

me pin him to the
rh one thrust of the spear; I won,t need to strike

-ravid said. "Dontkillhim. Forwho can remain in-':r
: rrThe Lono forbid I should kill
:d!

.-.d
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instead of his royal robes. Then he went to the woman's
home at night, accompanied by two of his men.

"I have to talk to a man who has died," he said. "Will you
call up his spirit for me?"

/'Are you trying to get me killed?" the woman demanded.
"You know that Saul has outlawed all the mediums and all
who consult the sptits of the dead. Why are you setting a

trap for me?"
loBut Saul took an oath in the name of the Lono and

promised, "As surely as the LoRD lives, nothing bad will hap-
pen to you for doing this."

ttFinallÿ the woman said, "Well, whose sptit do you
wânt me to call up?"

"Call up Samuel," Saul replied.
12!Vhen the woman saw Samuel, she s$eamed, "You've

deceived me! You are Saul!"
tr"Don'tbeafraid!"thekingtoldher."Whatdoyou see?"

"I see a god* coming up out of the earth," she said.
14"What does he look like?" Saul asked.
"Heis an oldmanwrapped in a robe," she replied- Saulre-

alized it was Samuel, and he fell to the ground before him-
Is"\Mhy have you disturbed me by calling me back?" Sam-

uel asked Saul.

"Because I am in deep trouble," Saul replied. "The Philis-
tines are at war with me, and God has left me and won't reply
by prophets or dreams. So i have called for you to tell me
whal10 do."

l6But Samuel replied,'lVhy ask me, since the LoRD has

left you and has become your enem)4 17The LoRD has done
just as he said he would. He has tom the kingdom from you
and given it to your rival, Daüd. l8The LoRD has done this to
you today because you refused to carry out his fierce anger
against the Amalekites. reWhat's more, the Lono will hand
you and the army of Israel over to the Philistines tomorrow,
and you and your sons will be here with me. The Lonp will
bring down the entire army of Israel in defeat."

zoSaul fell full length on the ground, paralyzedwith fright
because of Samuel's rÿords. He was also faint with hunger,
for he had eaten nothing all day and all night.

2lwhen the woman saw how distraught he was, she said,
"Sir, I obeyed your command at the risk of my life. 2zNow do
what I say, and let me give you a little something to eat so you
can regain your strength for the trip back."

23But Saul refused to eat anlthing. Then his adüsers

ioined the woman in urging him to eat, so he finally yielded
and got up from the ground and sat on the couch.

zaThe woman had been fattening a calf, so she hurried
out andkilled it. She took some flour,kneaded it into dough
and baked unleavened bread. 2sShe brought the meal to
Saul and his advisers, and they ate it. Then they went out
into the night.

The Philistines Reiect David
.Dal The entire Philisline armv now mobilized at Aphek,
ZY ana the lsraelites camped at the spring in lezreei.
,As the Philistine ruiers were leading out their troops in
groups of hundreds and thousands, David and his men
marched at the rear rvith King Achish. sBut the Philistine
commanders demanded, "What are these Hebrews doing
here?"

And Achish told them, "This is Daüd, the servant of King
Saul of Israel. He's been with me for years, and I've never
found a single fault in him from the day he ardved until to-
day."

4But the Philistine commanders were angry. "Send him
28113 ot Eaàs.

back to the
can't go into
battle and becomes our adversa4, Is there any
for him to reconcile himself with his master than by
ing our heads over to him? slsn't this the same Daüd
whom the women of Israel sing in their dances,

'Saul has killed hls thousands,
and David his ten thousands'?"

6S0 Achish finally summoned Daüd and said to
swear by the LoRD that you have been a trustworthy
think you should go with me into battle, for I've never

. !g r.g." replied, ,.il you rake an oarh in cod,,
\ our.llil not kill meor give me back to my masf et:gutoe you to them.,,
Ed Da\,,1d lo-lhem, and they found the Amalekites
d(Toss lne Jrelds, eating and drinking and danc_\ Decause ot the vast amount ol plund"er thev had:.r the philistines and the land 

"i lraÀ.',;irüà
,l j_r-rhgq in among them ,na ,rrugÀi.i.AinËri

-- rnat nrght and the entire next day rrntil eveninc.

1e 
,lmalekil:s escaped except ,ô0 y;r;;'m;i

l-lll.lr: rsDaÿid gol back every,lhing tt."err.- aKen,.and he rescued his two \^/ive5:reNolhin!- e:. small or great, son or daughter, no, unwiiin!'dd been 
.taken, Daüd brougËt .r.n rÀirn,ù1.i"-pcovered all the flocks and herds, and his men

- n ahead of the other livestock. ,,This plunaer ùe-
rVidl" they said_

laüd retumed to the brook Besor and met uô. r0 men who had been tefi UeninO Uecausïifrii
.\hausted to go \.ÿith him. They went out to meet
l:1.T,.1:ld David greered them ;oy1u11y. i,B-,jj
-ouDtemakers among Daüd,s men said, ,,Thev

r I I u,s, so lhey can,t have any of lhe piunder we re,_\e lhem lheir r4rives and children, and teil tÀem:
. id said,',No, my brothers! Don,t be selfish with
.iJiiqy* y: He.has kepr us sare and heiped
e oano.ol raiders thal aftacked us. ,rwho *itl

I ):u. t91\ tike rhis? We share and share atike*
_ 0 to battle and those who guard the equipmenl ,

- on Daud made this a decree and regutjtion fàr ,: : 1s still followed today.

" arrived at Ziklag, Daÿid sent part of the Dlun. r
oers oI ,udah, }ÿho were his friends. ,,ttere 

is a r:_rou, taken from the LoRD,s enemies,,, ire sala- 
- 

I. )weresenttothepeopleofthefoltowingtowns i
:l1d_r"1tl:yrdth àegev, 1a611,,"ari;i,Tüiir I- I rud, z,Kacal,i tie towns of the Jerahmeeiiles,ihe È

-'\ton reads Camel.

a single flaw in you
the other Philistine

are afraid to have you
early in the moming,
gets light."

30

from the day you arrived until
rulers won't hear of it. TPlease

set them, but go back quietly."
s"What have I done to deserve this treatment?"

manded. "What have you ever found in your sewant,

can't go and fight the enemies of my lord the king?"
eBut Achish insisted, "As far as I'm concerned,

perfect as an angel of God. But the Philistine
with them in the battle. roNow

and leave with yourmen as

ltSo David and his men headed back into the land
Philistines, while the Philistine army went on to ]ezreel

David Destroys the Amalekites
Three days later, when David and his men
home at thefu town

Amalekites had made a raid
of Ziklag, they
into the Negev

found thd
and

hira

ItE

had crushed Ziklag and bumed it to the ground.
carried off the women and children and evdûone
vÿithout killing anyone.

:When Daüd and his men saw the ruins and

among those captured. eDaüd was now in
cause all his men were very bitter about
and daughters, and they began to talk of
Daüd found strength in the Lono his God.

TThen he said to Abiathar the priest,
ephod!"
"Should

So Abiathar brought it. sThen

them?"
I chase after this band of raiders? Will I d

And the LoRD told him, "Yes, go after them. Ycl
surely recover everything that was taken from you!" , I
bJ:; B:$î iî$,li i88iiffi î:ïh:l"'#§f, ffi |
;'.ihi: 

i. i.;ïïT :i ï#,:I
liiH:i::r,Hifl#§i::l'fl }i"*,lt
süHi:"T":i:ï:ïTïT:ït
-îlJ,îrffi[:iIIle 

siave or an nmarekite,,, he rf
;fn ïffif ïi::ii"ffi,ff ;::'-.'ffJi':'"Ï,lË',i:il
l§,,'Hif 

ilifliT+rrrfl ,'y;:'ril,:;":ïiil



: \ e given him!" they demanded.
: ilth us. What if he
:r-: adversary? Is there any
:-nself with his master than by
:. i'im? slsn't this the same Daüd
ijrael sing in their dances,

,:.:,ousands,

=1 ihousands'?"

. 
':nmoned 

David and said to
--:r iou have been a trustworthY
r,l:n me into battle, for I've never I

::L, the day
-:iels rvon't
.: ;:ietl,v."
' : : -r ieserve this treatment?"
. ,,r: er,er found in your
: .:..rnies of my lord the

servanL

::ü As far as I'm
r. Grd. But the Philistine
j ,.!irh them in the battle. loNo$

r :-,1 leave with vour men as

. :- an headed back into the
. .::.rstine armywent on to Iezree

he Amalekites
!a:er \rhen Daüd and his men
:: .lrn of Ziklag, they found
t: , râ1d into the Negev and
rr: burned it to the
srand children
.re.
:i rrs men saw the ruins and

, :: '.rerr families, 4they wept
l-;Da\'1d's two
'< ,irdow of Nabal from

,'oung man replied, ,,If you take an oath in God,s
-l yourMill not kill me or give me back lo my maslel
rll guide you to them."
:e led David to them, and they found the Amalekites
rut across the fields, eating and drinking and danc-
roy because of the vast amount of plunder they had
rm the Philistines and the land oi yud3i1. ,rprri6
:rren.rushed in among them and slaughtered them
rut that night and the entire next dayintil evening.
the Amalekites escaped except +ô0 young meî

: on camels. tsDaüd got back eve4,thing thüma_
.,C taken, and he rescued his tr.vo wives]rsNothing
ng:, small or.great, son or daughter, nor anÿ,thinà
-ad been.taken. Daüd brought eveq,,thing back:
-ecovered all the flocks and herds, and hls menï ahead of the other livestock. ,,This plunder be-

'avidl" they said.
Daüd returned to the brook Besor and met up

. ilO men who had been left behind because they
.rhausted to go with him. They went out to meet

nis men, and Daüd greeted them jofully. zgu,
:roublemakers among David,s men said, ,,They

rh us, so they can't have any of the plunder we rel
.e them their wives and children, and tell them

'.id said, "No, my brothers! Don,t be selfish with
ro hasgiv-en us. He has kept us safe and helped. band of raiders lhat atlacked us. zcwho witl' \,ou talk like this? We share and share alike_

rr to battle and those who guard the equipment.,,
cn David made this a decree and regulâtion for
,s still followed today.

- e arrived at Ziklag, Daüd sent part of the plun,
ders of Iudah, who were his friends. ,,Herà 

is a
ru, taken from the LoRD,s enemies,,,he said.

' r urere sent to the people of the following towns
,lied: B€thel, Ramoth-negev, Jattir, xAroei Siph_

--oa, æRacal,* the towns ofthe Jerahmeelites,ihe
::nrcadscqmel_
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towns of the Kenites, ioHormah, Bor-ashan, Athach, 3rHe-
bron, and ail the other places Daüd and his men had üsited

The Death of Saul

2 7 Now the philislines attacked lsrael, and the men ofJ I Israel fled belore them. Many were slaughtered on
the slopes cf Mount'cilboa. 2The pfiilistines .fis.a in Àn
Saul and his sons, and they killed three of his sons_lona_
than, Abinadab, and Malkishua. 3the fighting grew very
fierce aroi:nd Saul, and rhe philisline alcleri iauetrt u6
wrth him aird wounded hrm severely

. .-4saul groaned to his armor bearei, ,,Take your sword and
kill me beinre these pagan philisrines .o*. ro r-r, *à
through and taunI and torture me.,,

But his armor bearer was afraid and would not do it. Sû
Saul took his own sword and fell on it. 5When his armor
bearer realized that Saul was deâd, he feil on his own swÀià
and died beside the king. oSo Saul, his tliree sons, his armor
bearer, an(, nis ûoops all died logelher rhar same dav.

ryVhen,he Israelites ontheoiher rirle of the lezrâel Val-
ley and beyond rhe Iordan saw that the lvaelite army hàà
fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abàndoneà
their towns and fled. So the philistines movedin and ociu_
pied their towns.

. sThe next day, when the philistines went out to strip the
dead, they found the bodies of Saul and nis tnree soris àn
Mount Gilboa. gSo.they cutoff Saul,s head and stripped off
hrs armor_ Then they proclaimed the good news ài Saul,s
death in lheir pagan temple and to rhàpeople throuphoui
the.land or Philistia. IoThey placed his ainor ir- r., ri:,p.,
ollheAshtdreth\,andthe\ faslelea i ( \,1... :. .ialiol
lhe ciN of Berh.qhar

* rrBut \tiLat', the pecpli o: iaoesi- 5.eai l:;rd u,hat the
Phllisnnes had done to SaLtl '2ail theti nlqnl, \rzntors tr;i.
eled through the njgtlt tc Beih,shal ;ri l_.ck lhe bodies of
Saul and his sons doirn from L:re rr ail. lher ::ought them iÀ
Jabesh, where they bumed the bodies. i;1ign"rhs1. 1oo[
their bones and buned ûrem benearh lhe ramar jsI nr. uill
besh, and they fasted for seven days.

:.; 6Daüd was now in
,..rÈ \'ery bitter about

$eat
losing

-rne, began to talk of stoning
r:n the LoRD his God.

:o -{biathar the priest, "Bri18

\\=l

-.: rim, "Yes, go after theÉ
.--:n s that was taken from \ i':-l'

i 600 men set out, and theY
.lr-10 of the men were too
:: David continued the

':.. found

- :..d. They
pan

:3!s and nights. Before

,:u belong, and where a:
: ::rT...

:.-the slave of
::.ed me three days
::: il-ay back from

r.e rerritory of ludah, and
1 'rurned Ziklag."
r,. :û this band of

,*,,,t/lilllllilll

-: t



z Sa*tuEL
Author Uncertain; some have suggested Nathan's son ZabuC and the prophets Nathan and Gad

Date Written 930 8.c., soon after David's reign ('1050-970 B.c.)

Content Among the godly men and women mentioned in the Bible, King David stands as one of the
most prominent. The prophet Samuel had said that Cod wanted "a man after his own heart,"

and David was that man. The book of 2 Samuel tells King David's story, covering a period of
approximately forty years-the bulk of David's reign as king. lt begins with David's being
proclaimed king of lsrael. Soon after his inauguration, David consolidated his position against
rivals to the throne. After conquering Jerusalem, David made it his capital and brought the
sacred Ark of the Covenant there. Then he defeated the Philistines-neighbors who had
harassed the lsraelites for hundreds of years. But 2 Samuel also describes the darker side of
David's career as well, including his affair with Bathsheba and the rebellion led by his son

Absalom. The book comes to a close near the end of David's long reign'

'iebron," the Lonn answered. 
s, :d's hvo wives were Ahinoam from Jezreel and Abi- i-. \,vidovÿ of Nabal from Carmel. So David and his

.ri,d his men and their families all moved to Judair, t- settledintheüllagesnearHebron.ofhenthemen 
à

came to Daüd and anointed him king over the peo_ v
lah.

,: David heard that the men of Jabesh-gilead had 
l

: jaul, she sent them this message: ,,,f4a1itne fono e:r fol.beig s9 loyal ro your masier Sauiana girinl s
- -..ent burial. 6May the LoRD be loyat to you in Ëtud ii

,'d you with his unfailing love! And i too. will re_
lor whal you have done. /Now that Saul is dead, I o' ,be my srrong and toyat subie«s tit<e ttre peopte Ài I't.10 na\e anolnted me as their new king.,, n

::heth Prodaimed King of lsrael Jc:rer son of Ner, the commander of Sault army, had ih: Jone to Mahanaim with Saul,s son IshbosÉeth.* M. :'e proclaimed Ishbosheth king over Gilead, Jezreel,-: Benjamin, the land of the Àhurites, and'allthe l,l
,rael.

.rsheth, Saul's son, was forty years ola *n.n i,. U* ,ii-3 and he ruled from Mahanaim for two vears. j2l
le,.th.e peopte of ludah remained loyal to Érüà. Ui: rade Hebron his capital, and he rulea âs mng oifu_ ni

.ei'en and a half years.

. iween lsrael and ludah j
. \bnerled lshboshelh,stroopslromMahanaimto iî

\bout th€ same time, Ioabsàn of Zerulat teJôal II
rs out and met them at the pool ot Gibeon. The hvo

.rl down there, facing each other from opposite D;-ie pool.' -, Abn€r suggested to Joab, 
,,Let,s 

huua u f.* of ou. 'TI
ght hand lo hand here in front of us.,,

_Lt " Joab agreed. rsso twelve men were chosen tô- pàch side-twelve men of Benjamin representing ,

::h son of Saul, and twelve representing David'i- , grabbed his opponenr by the i.rair ana tËrust trii' ' rhe other's side so that all of them died. So thii.,ibeonhasbeenknowneversinceastrreriÀàoi

. .e baflle follo\.ved lhal day, and Abner and the s I
-det were defeated by the forces of Daüd.

. -arh ofAsahel Th€

.rishai, and Asahel-the three sons of Zeruiah_ Abl
rg Dauid s forces that day. Asahel coul,l run Ite a ual
.nd he began chasing Abner. He pursued nim re_ via
rot stopping for anything. 201441.n 

O Oner looked lov-a: .aw nlm comtng, he called out,,,ls that you, Asa_ nÉr

1s," he replied. -i
lght someone elsel,,Abner warned. ,,Take 

on ona u.o.
-rger men, and strip him of his weapons.,, nut,q,sa_ iatn'rght on chasingAbner. over, :r 1b191 shouted to him,,,Get away from treret f ilài: 
-;.to 

kill Vou. How could I ever facé your Urotf,ei àon;

1)ahel relused to turn back, so Abner tfrrrr, Illl'd of hisspearthroughAsahel,sstomu.t,rnJiÀ. Ëiri
::1e out.through his back. He stumbled to tire snàù. .",d died there. And eyeryone who came ty tLri *_oiC
r:i is.anoth€r name for Esh-baal. 2:.1 6 Hebrew Helkath h&zilnfr 2: 2,: rI the Hebrew is uncertain. 3:3 As in parallef t""t rt f Cni:,j,r.,,1,-.-.ew teads Kileab. 317 tshbosheth is another name for f sn l:: 

--- -'

David Learns of Saul's Death
, After the death of Saul, David retumed from his üctory
f over the Amalekites and spent two days in Ziktag. zgn

the third day a man arrived ftom Saul's army camp. He had
tom his clothes and put dirt on his head to show that he was
in mouming. He fell to the ground before Daüd in deep re-
spect.

3"Where have you come ftom?" Daüd asked.

"I escaped from the Israelite camp," the man replied.
4"What happened?" Daüd demanded. "Tell me how the

battle went."
The man replied, "Out entire army fled from the battle.

Many ofthe men are dead, andSaul andhis son Jonathan are
also dead."

5"How do you know Saul and Ionathan are dead?" David
demanded of the youngman.

6The man answere4 "I happened to be on Mount Gilboa,
and there was Saul leaning on his spear with the enemy
chariots and charioteers closing in on him. ryVhen he
tumed and saw me, he cried out for me to come to him.
'How can I help?'I asked him.

ÿ'He responded, 'vvho are you?'

"'I am an Amalekite,'I told him.
e"Then he begged me, 'Come over here and put me out of

my misery for I am in tenible pain and want to die.'
t0"So I killed him," the Amâlekite told David, "for I knew

he couldntlive. Thenltookhis crown andhisarmbandand
I have brought them here to you, my lord."

ttDaüd and his men tore their clothes in sorrow when
they heard the news. tzThey mourned and wept and fasted
â11 day for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the Loo's
army and the nation of Israel, because they had died by the
sword that day.

r3Then Daüd said to the young man who had broughtthe
news, "where are you from?"

Andhe replied,"I am a foreigner, anAmalekite,who lives
inyour land."

r4"Why were you not aftaid to kill the Lopo's anointed
one?" Daüd asked.

rsThen Daüd said to one of his merL "Kill himl" So the
man thrust his sword into the Amalekite and killed him.
16"You have condemnedyourself," Daüdsaid,"foryouyour-
self confessed thâfÿou killed the Lono's anointed one."

1:18 Otme Book oî the uÿright. 1t21 TlÊmeaningof theHebIryisuncertain.

iilrl}*îîi::itrff l"îiî::tHTt§,,1i1:iHlixill
Iudah. lt is known as the Song of the Bow, and it is recoil

',iT:y ::{"' ::::r,,-o rs rae r,' es aeaa on rhe h i r r s! I
,.r"î,1'*""i,lffIi*Jflheroeshaverarren I

", 
i^ïJ,'Jrî']3lï#,îJliffiï,iTJffiià:'.,?l' I
andthepaganswill laugh in triumph I

'' oï?ïil:îi;."1o'lll,1,,u,n,ronrou, t
,,iif.iililfl :"iiilili"!f, $iïlff ;:r,iiil

,,rn:I'"',1:'11.i'.:i:l,T:,ï"'l,:ffJ,beanointedwith!

,',:TtJÏ;il.ïfl::iî'',',.X''x:i#ll"*'* I
and Dierced the bodies of mishtv heroes. 

I
z: How beloved and gracious were Saul and lonathan! I

Theywere toge-ther in iife and in death. I

David's Song for Saul and lonathan

Theywere swifter than eagles,

stronger than lions.
24 O women of Israel,weep for Saul,

for he dressed you in luxurious scarlet clothing,
in garments decorated with gold.

25 Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen in battle!
Ionathan lies dead on the hills.

26 How I weep for you, my brother ]onathanl

And your lore for me was deep,
deeper than the love of womenl

27 Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallenl
Stripped of their weapons, they lie dead.

David Anointed King of ludah l

I A fter thi s, Daüd asked the LoRD, "Should I movei
Z oneofthetownsofludah?" :

"Yes," the Lonn replied.
Then Daüd asked, "Which town should I go to?" i



Jebron," the LoRD answered.
C's h.vo wives were Ahinoam from Jezreel and Abi_

. widotv of Nabal from Carmel. So Daüd and his
,r,d his men and their families all moved to Judah,, . settled in the villages near Hebron. 4Then the men
- came to Daüd and anointed him king over the peo_
dah.

pogetB3. 2 SAMUEL 3
spot stopped and stood still when they saw Asahel lying
there.

24when ]oab and Abishai found out what had happened,
they set out after Abner. The sun was just going down âs they
arrrred at the hill oI qmmah near Ciah, alông the road to thâ
wilderness of Gibeon. 2:Abner's troops fromihe tribe of Ben-
jamin regrouped there at the top of the hill to take a stand.

æAbner shouted down to Joab, "Mustwe always be killing
each other? Don't you realize that bitterness is the only rel
sult? When willyou call of f your men from chasing their Ts-
raelite brothers?"

6May the Lono be loyal to you in return

3'ophets Nathan and Cad

:al
David stands as one of
'a man after his own

tr j story, covering a period
: oegins with David's being

rhe rebellion led by his son
org reign.

aul and lonathan
:e: . funeral song for Saul
r::€,1 that it be taught to the
üe Song of the Bow, and itis
'I

,3 Israel, lies dead on the hills!

f.:. heroes have fallen!
: ..€\\ s in Gath,
: rf, the streets of Ashkelon,
: ::e Philistines \.vill re,oice
,r r.i iaugh in triumph.

:a,\ r: rain upon You,
:s ::oducing offerings
: .: tre mighty heroes

of

:i rr.r1l no longer be anointed
:r. \ças powerful,
:: S:rl dld its mighty work.
,.: li their enemies
':oCies of mighty heroes.

ütan eagles,

ürs-
lweep for Saul,
rfoi hxurious scarlet
tratedrvith gold.

tÿlr€Ioes have fallen in
donthehills.
o,mybrother Jonathanl
Ibved you!

mewas deep,
rbve of women!

ÿheroes have fallen!
irweapons, they lie dead.

irg of Judah
asked the LoRD,

;ofJudah?"
plied.

',,, ]lch town should I

' Da\.id heard that the men of fabesh-gilead had
iaul, she sent them this message: "May the Lom

: I for being
-.cent burial.

so loyal to your master Saul and grüng

. ard you with his unfailing love! And I, too, will re-
.: lor what you have done. TNow that Saul is dead, I
obemy
ho have

: :heth Proclaimed King of lsrael

strong and loyal sublects Iike the people of
anointed me as their new king.''

2zThen Ioab said, "God only knows whatwould have hap-
pened. if you hadnt spoken, for we would have chased yôu
all night if necessary." 28So Ioab blew the ram's horn, and his
men stopped chasing the troops oflsrael.

2eAll that night Abner and his men retreated
Iordan Valley.+ They crossed the Iordan River,

through the
traveling all

,-:e battle followed that day, and Abner and the
:rel were defeated by the forces of Daüd.

through the morning,* and didn't stop until
Mahanaim

the beginning of a iong \ar
loyal to Saul and those lo),al ro

: The second was Daniel,* whose mother was Abigail, the
widow of Nabal from Carmel.

wife.

These sons were all born to David in Hebron

they arrived at

.Jezleel, 3oMeanwhile, Joab and his men also returned home.
all the \\4ren Joab counted his casualties. he discovered that only

tc Asahei. srBut 360 of19 men u'ere missrng in additton
Abner's men had beerL kr11ed, all from the ûtbe of Benlamin.
32Joab and his men took Asahel's body to Bethlehem and
buried him there in his father's tomb. Then they traveled all
night and reached Hebron at da\.break.

3 That was
who were::ween lsrael and judah betlr,een those

Abner led Ishbosheth's troops from Mahanaim to passed Daüd
DaYid. As tlme

:Àbout the same time, Ioab son of Zeruiah led Da-
became stronger

.and stronger,whlle Saul's dy-

rs out and met them atthe pool of Gibeon. The two
nasty became weaker and \ir'eaker.

ji down there, facing eacir other from opposite
:,e pool. 2These are the sons tÿho were bom to David in Hebron:

David's Sons Born in Hebron

to Joab, "Let's have a few of our
here in front of us." The oldest was Amnon, whose mother was Alinoam

.:rt," Jôab agreed. rsso twelve men were chosen to from Jezreel.was

The third \,ÿas Absalom, whose mother was Maacah, the
daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur.

.:eon has been known ever since as the Field of
4 The fourth was Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith.

Abital.The fifth was Shephatiah, whose mother was
5 The srxth was Ithream, whose mother was Eglah, Daüd's

- ::h of Asahel

mfiil

tlfllllilil'

ûl

rhai, and Asahel-the three sons of Zeruiah-
: Daüd's forces Asahel could run like a

,:d he He pursued him re-
-.rt

,,r,him coming, out, "Is that you, Asa-

, he replied.
.'t someone else!" Abner warned. ,,Take 

on one
.:r men, and strip him of his weapons.,, But Asa_

.: t on chasing Abner.
.)ner shouted to him, ,,Get 

awav from here! I
kill you. How could I ever facé your brother

:hel refused to turn back, so Abner thrust
- ri his spear through Asahel,s stomach, and the

rut through his back. He stumbled to the
r lted there. And everyone who came by that

Abner loins Forces with David
6As the war between the house of Saul and the house of Da-
üd went on, Abner became a powerful leader among those
loyal to Saul. TOne day Ishbosheth,* Saul,s son, accuËa Al-
ner of sleeping with one of his father,s concubines, a
woman named Rizpah, daughter ofAiah.

8Abner was furious. 'âm I some |udean dog to be kicked
around like this?" he shouted. "Afterall I haveàone forvour
father, Saul, and his family and friends by not handing you
over to David, is this my reward-that you find fault with me
about this woman? eMay God strike me and even kilt me it I
don't do everything I can to help David get what the LoRD
has promised him! r0l'm going to take Saul's kingdom and
give il to Daüd. t \,ÿill establ ish the throne of David"over Isra-
el as well as fudah, all theway from Dan in the north to Beer-
sheba in the south." rlshbosheth didn,t dare sav another
word because he was afraid of what Abner migh t âc.



the entte land belong to Make a solemn Pact
and Iwill help turn over

r yoU?

a1l of Israel to you."
tÿ'Ar righi," Daüd replied, "but I \ryill not negotiate with

you unlessrou bring back mY wife Michal, Saul's daughter, to

2 SAMUEL 4...Poge184

l2Then Abner sent messengers to David, saying,

to Hebron to tell Daüd that

feet were not chained.

with me, No, You were murdered-
theüctim of a wicked plot."

ire forces of Israel. And the LoRD told you, ,you will be

llgPit.ra 
of my people Israel. You will be Israet,i

.r there at Hebron, King Daüd made a covenant before
-rRD with all the elders oflsrael. And they anointed him

- rllsrael.
.\idwas thirtyyears oldwhen he began to reign, and he. :d forty years in all. sHe had reigne:d over;uîih from
rn for seven years and six months, and from Ierusalem
:ed over all Israel and Judah for thirty_three years.

d Captures Jerusalemj then led.his men to Jerusalem to fight against the
.tes, the original inhabitants of the lanà whôwere liv_-ere. The Jebusites taunted David, saying,,,you,ll never
rere! Even the blind and lame could kee-pyou out!,,For

. rusites thought-they were safe. zBut Oàûa captuieà
: :tress of Zion, which is now called the City of Daüd.

..ihe day of the attack, David said to his trôops, ,,i 
hate

lame' and'blind' Jebusites.* Whoever attatts tnem
: :nike by going into the city through the water tun_

\at is the origin of the saying, ,,T-he blind and the
1ay not enter the house.,,+
lavid made the fortress his home, and he called it the
raud He extended the city, starling at the sufpoii_
aces* and working inward. roAnd Uavid bèiame

:nd more powerful, because the Lonn God oi'. 
s Armies was with him.
r King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David,

. ln cedar ttmberand carpenlers and stonemasons,
built Daüd a palace. r2And Daüd realized that the

:d confirmed him as king over Israel and had blesseà
.:om for the sake of his people Israel.
: r moüng from Hebron to Ierusalem, Daüd manied
icubines and wives, and they had more ,on, urà-s. 

'41 hese are the names of Daüd,s sons who were
Ierusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Sotomàn,
Elishua, Nepheg, laphia, rcElishama, ÈUrau, unO

"Doesn't Your

AII the people wePt

eat anlthing on the

tried to kil
revenge on

again for Abner. r5Daüd had refusec

day of The funeral,
had made a

and now everyonc

I vow, saying, "M4

rae'I. "For some time now," he told them,"you have wantedto eventhoughl
make Daüd Your king. ràNow is the timé! For th€ LoPJ has ah-loab and
said, 'I have chosen David to save mY peopie Israel from the

their other enemies."'
may the LoRD repay these evil men for their eüi

hands of the Philistines and from all
leAbner also spoke with the men of Beniamin. Then he went

all the people of Israel and Ben-

jamin had a$eed'
2owhen Abner

to supporthim.
and twenty of his men came to Hebron,

Daüd entertained them with a great feast. 2rThen Abner

sâid to Daüd, "Letme go and call an assemblY of all Israel to

when you come."
14Dâvid then sent this message to Ishbosheth, Saul's son:

"Give me back my wife Michal, for I bought her with the

lives+ of 100 Philistines."
,tso Ishbosheth took Michal away from her husband'

Palti+ son of Laish. l6Palti followed along behind her as Iar

as Bahurim, weeping as he went. Then Abner told him, "Go

back home!" So Palti retumed.
rTMeanwhile, Abner had consulted with the elders of Is-

down."-- 
3eThis pleased the people very much. In fact, everythtf

the king did pleased themj ÿSo everyone in lu<lah and alllr
rael unüerstôod that David was nol responsible for AbneÊ

begged him to eat. But David
God strike me and even kill me if I eat anlthing before sur

murder
3sThenKing Daüd said to his officials, "Don't you realin

that a $eat commander has fallen todaY in Israel? rrAfl
am the anointed king, these tlvo sons ofZenl
Àbishai-are too stong for me to control. I

deeds."

them,they fled across the JordanValleY* the
8lvhenthey arrived at Hebron, they Presented
head to Daüd. "Look!" they exclaimed to the king.

the head of Ishbosheth, the son of your enemY Saul

my lord the
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Thev will make a covenant with
, and you will rule over everlthing

been sent away in safety.
24Joab rushed to the king and demanded,

done? What do you meân by letting Abner

loab Murders Abner
'r.But 

iust after Daüd had sent Abner away in safety, Ioab

and some of Daüd's troops returned ftom a raid, bringil8
much plunder with them. 23when loab arrived, he was told

that Airner had iust been there üsiting the king and had

support mY lord the king.
you iomakeyou their king,
your heart desires." So Daüd sent Abner safely on his way.

'Whathaveyou
get awaÿ 25You

know perfectly well that he came to spy on you and find out

everything you're doing!"
,iloabTÉen left Daüd and sent messengers to catch up

with Abner, asking him to retum. They found him at the
'!ÿell of Sirah and brought him back, though Daüd knew

nothing about it. zzlVhèn Àbner arrived back at Hebron,

Toab Îo;k him aside at the gateway as if to speak 'dith him

Drivatelv. But lhen he stabbed Abner in the stomach and

i<itled him in revenge for killing his brother Asahel.
28When David hiard about it, he declared, "I vow by the

Lorc that I and my kingdom are forever innocent of this

crime asainst Abnei son ôf Ner. æJoab andhis family are the

gui§ oies. May the tamilyof loab be cursed in everygenera-

ton witn a man wno has open sores or leprosy+ or who walks

on crutches+ or dies by the sword or begs for food!"
30So Ioab and his brother Abishai killed Abner because

Abnerhad killedtheirbrotherAsahel atthe battle of Gibeon'

you. Today the LoRD has given

§aul and his entire familY!"

mobilized all their forces to capture him.
they were comin& so he went into the

.ü. 18The Philistines arrived and spread out across
rf Rephaim. reso

j -: rhe Philistines?

quers the Philistines
Philistines heard that Daüd had been

Daüdasked the L-ono,,,ShouldI so
Will you hand them over to me?".

anointed

eBut David said to Recab and Baanah, "The LoRD,

saves me from all my enemies, is my witness'

in his own house and on his own bed? Shouldn't I

iD replied to David, ,,yes, go ahead. i will certainly-' over to you."
,',id went to Baal-perazim and defeated the philis_

, . "The Lon» did it!,,Daüd exclaimed. ,,He 
burst

-..\ enemies like a raging floodl,,So he named that
, -perazim (which means ,,the Lord who bursts,rThe Philistines had abandoned their idols
:rid and his men confiscated them.

:'.er a while the philistines returned and again- :cross. the valley of Rephaim. ,3And again D;vid
- rRD whatto do. "Do not attack them sÈaight on,,,
.lIed. "Instead, circle around behind anàattaci
re poplar+ trees. 24when you hear a sound like
-r in the tops of the poplar trees, be on the alen I

\e signal that the LoRD is moving ahead ot you
)ne'_qnd'blind' Iebwîtes hate me. S:Bb Ot uith scalinghaaks. Ihe
5 a Hphrcw the millo. I he meaning of the Hebrew is un, ü,rr 5:ji :) \(rnuree(versronrseealso I Chr l4:l6riHebreh rcad\Ceba ô

: :- Ark oJ God whpre ùe Name is proctaimpd_ rhp na\p o, îk, 1, .

_ô vd\or(nc Iextreads bpJore lhe lnRD ùrh all adn.e. _:..- llHebtlwalinene1hod 6:19O,apo1t n --. . .. . -
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: ,\ ere not chained.
:i rurdered-
t:. .rf a wicked plot."

saÉng,

. :nd even kill me if I eat anlthing

larid said to his officials,

- - 
*,:r.ander has fallen today in Israel?

, ::: ine anointedking, these two sons

: ilrshai-are too strong for me to

- :=naY these eül men for their evll

:r c,f lshbosheth
..-::'sheth,+ Saul's son, heard about

orces of Israel. And the Lono told you,'you vÿill be
.pherd of my people Israel. You will be Israel's

:,ere at Hebron, King Daüd made a covenant before
I with all the elders of Israel. And they anointed him
.srael.

-i was thirtyyears oldwhen he began to reign, and he
rorty years in all. sHe had reigned over |udah from

.rtes thought they were safe. iBut David captured
,rs of Zion, which is now called the Citv of Daüd.
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to strike down the Philistine army." :5So Daüd did what the
Lono commanded, and he struck down the Philistines all
the way from Gibeon* to Gezer.

Moving the Ark to Jerusalem
Z: Then Daüd again gathered all the elite troops in Israel.
IJ 30,000 irl all. rHe led them to Baalah ofJudah* ro bri"g
back the Ark of God, which bears the name of the Lom of

il[.

ilrl

::::on, he
:a: .,'.ih fear.
..:l \\'ho were captains of

,\a:e sons of Rimmon,a

--: l:rathan had a son named
a child. He was five Years

, icn Tezreel that Saul and Jonalhan
--È \\ nen the child'snurse

-: :r lshbosheth's house around
',i:aI rest.
'=tar,e drowsY and

her.* TThey went

lost all courage, and
by going into the city through
the origin of the saying, "The
enter the house."*

'nlar* trees. 2aWhen you hear
- :re tops ofthepoplartrees,be

rr seven years and six months, and from Ierusalem Heaven's Armies,+ who is enthroned between the cherubim.
':d overalllsraelandludahforthirÿ-threeyears. 3They placed the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it

from Abinadab's house, which was on a hill. Uzzah and thlo,
:aptures Jerusalem Abinadab's sons, were guiding the cart as it left the house,
-,en led his men to lerusalem to fight against the 4carryingtheArkofGod.Ahiowalkedinfrontofthe {ri.5Da-

- È day ofthe attack, David said to his troops, "i hate
re' and'blind' Iebusites.* Whoever attacks them

üd and all the people of Israel were celebranng beroie the
LoRD, singing songs+ and playing all kinds of m-r..l>icat instru-
ments*llres, harps, tambourines, castanets, anC .-,Llais.

6But when they arrived at the threshing fl::: _: \acon,
the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah reached ol: -:s :.rd and
steadied the Ark of God. TThen the Lcir > ::.ser was
aroused against Uzzah, and God struc\ l:- :eaC 

"because

of this.* So Uzzah died right there bestiz ::: ::" oi God.
EDavid was angry because the LoR I s':. :: . jd burst out

againsl Uzzah. He named tl'at r'j :. : . -: ..-:zah rwhich
means"toburstoutagainstUzzrl :! t: :s s:tl ralledtoday.

eDavid was no\ry afraid of ti: L:it :: i ie asked, "How
can I ever bdng the Ark of tira i : !._ : :,,i . i.:c mY care?" roso
Daüddecidednottonc\.. :-, r:J'i':. I :cDintotheCity
of Daüd. Instead, he t-ti: .: :: :r: ': -ie tf Obed-edom of
Gath. rlThe Ark of li. '-:r_ :::-:::tl there in Obed,
edom's house for ù.ra. :- . : : : : : : .:.: Loan blessed Obed-
edomandhis enl:: :, -,:: : :

, rnt is
not

. id made the fortress his home, and he called itthe
at the support-

blessed r"Then King Da\tt r':: . :.. - : e LoRn has blessed Obed-
edom's household ::,: .,::,--::r s he has because of the Ark
of God." So Dr,,:i ,,..:. :..:: l..d brought the Ark of God

:, for the sake of his people Israel.

:cines and wives, and sons and from the hc;:. :: -:=:-.:::- :o the City of David with a
rThese are the names whowere great celeb:::r: :r.--a :^a tr,.en rçho were carrying the

.--isalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, Ark of the i,r- :::

the water tun-
blind and the

Daüd became
Lonn God of

-.:mies was with him.
King Hiram of Tlre sent messengers to Daüd,
cedar timber and carpenters and stonemasons,

that the

'.oving from Hebron to Jerusalem, Daüd married
they had more
of Daüd's sons

.hua, Nepheg, faphia, t6Elishama, Eliada, and and a fa:€:.: :: l
.::: sr\ steps, David sacrificed''!:.i Daud danced before the

a bull
LoRD

,: ::St
'-:: j'h sleeping on

off his head.
his bed.
Then,

, : rj. Today the LoRD has given mY

S:: and his entire family!"

a.Èi across lhe Jordan
. 3:xred at Hebron,
-.: Look!" they exclaimed to the
: i.lbosheth, the son of Your

:.: - 'e 
and on his own bed?

. ::: hrs blood and rid the earth
;.: : rdered his young men to kill
"-: :if their hands and feet
:-.1 rn Hebron. Then

: ir..d rt ln Abner's tomb

comes King of All lsrael
:.. :: e tribes of Israel went to

-quers the Philistines
?hilistines heard that David had been anointei

iIhe Philistines arrived and spread out across
iephaim.leso Daüd asked the Lom, "Should Igo

Will you hand them over to me?"'e Philistines?
':plied to Daüd, "Yes, go ahead. I will certainly 17They

'.:zim (which means
:e Philistines had I

"the Lord who bursts
abandoned their idols

- :nd his men confiscated them.
. rÿhile the Philistines returned and again
:s the valley of Rephaim. z3And again David
., hat to do. "Do not attackthem straight on,"

, r. " lnstead, circle around behind and attack

\\ith air ri: :-.::: .,,.:::i 3 :iieslh garment.x rsso David
anC :ll ::: :i:: = -: -::::. !r::glt,Jp the Ark of the LoRD
',\l::. !:--:) :: . ::: -a:.:,,,,t1iO:ramS'hOrnS.

r6But as the Ark of the LoRn entered the Cin of Da\id, Mi-
chal, the daughter of Saul, looked down fiom her nindow.
When she saw King Daüd leaping and dancing before the
Lono, she was filled \,ÿith contempt for him.

-. they mobilized all their forces to capture hlm Michal s Contempt for David
:s told they were comin& so he \\,ent into the

ar to you." inside the' 
.., ent to Baal-perazim and defeated the philis- sacrificed burnt

lhe Lonn did it!" Daüd exclaimed. "He burst tsWhen he had
:mies like a raging floodl" So he named that

brought the Ark of the
I special tent David had

Lono and set it in its place
prepared for it. And David

offerings
finished

and peace offerings to the LoRD.
his sacrifices, Daüd blessed the

people in the name of the LoRD of Heaven's Armies. ieThen
he gave to every Israelite man and woman in the crowd a loaf
ofbread, a cake of dates,* and a cake ofraisins. Then all the
people returned to their homes.

a sound like
on the alert! 2rDavid retorted

2oWhen David retumed home to bless his own family,
Michal, the daughter of Saul, came outto meet him. She said
in disgust, "How distinguished the king of Israel looked to-
day, shamelessly exposing himself to the servant girls like
any vulgar person might dol"

nal that the Lonn is moüng ahead of you Lono, who chose me
to Michal, "I was dancing before the
above your father and all his familyl He,1 \\je are your own flesh and

: S;u. rvas our king, You were the
:'..1 1lind'Jebwiteshatefre- SiSbOtuithscalirShookj-ThemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain. 5:ScThemeaningofthLsÿ\tng
::.*lhPmillo.ThemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain.5:23Or6pen,orbabafr;alsoin5:24Theexactidentificatiànoithtstee]s

,rÈek\€rsion(seealso 1 Chr 14:16);HebrewreadsGebo. 6i2aBoalahof,frdahisanothernameforKiriath-learin ..n:::. : ::j'::'G.dûheretheNomeisproclaimed-theflameofthelomofHeouertÀmieJ.6:5AsinDeadSe3Scrlll:::..-:ii.:'!:-
::::anaTextaeadsùefofetheLDRDwithallmannerofc\pressuood.6:TAsinDeadSeaScroll!\!i::.::l:,: -:!.,::-: -. ..:., i liren ephad 6,1 9 Ot a portion ol meat The meaning of the Hebre\§ js !nLe:t: :

a:29aOt aî 4
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2 SAMUEL7...page186

appointed me as the leader of Israel, the people ofthe LoRD,

so I celebrate before the LoRD. 22Yes, and I amwillingto look
even more foolish than this, even to be humiliated in my
own eyes! But those servant girls you mentioned will indeed
think I am distinguished!" 2:So Michal, the daughter ofSaul,
remained childless thoughout her entire life.

The LoRD's Covenant Promise to David
7 When King Davidwas settled in his palace and the LoRD

/ had given him resl from all the surrounding enemies,
2the king summoned Nathan the prophet. "Look," David
said, "I am liüng in a beautiful cedar palace,* but the Ark of
God is out there in a tentl"

3Nathan replied to the king, "Go ahead and do whatever
you have in mind, for the Lonn is with you."

4Butthat same night the LoRD said to Nathan,

5"Go and tell my servant Daüd, 'This is what the Lono
has declared: Are you the one to build a house for me
to live in? 0I have never lived in a house, from the day
I brought the Israelites out of E$?t until this very day.
I have always moved from one place to another with a
tent and a Tabemacle as my dwelling. ryet no matter
where I have gone with the Israelites, I have never once

complained to Israel's tribal leaders, the shepherds of
my people Israel. I have never asked them, "Why haven't
you built me a beautiful cedar house?"'

ÿ'Now go and say to my sewant Daüd, 'This is what
the LoRD of Heaven's Armies has declared: I took you
from tending sheep in the pasture and selected you to
be the leader of my people Israel. :i have been with you
wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your
enemies before your eyes. Now I will make your name
as famous as anyone who has ever lived on the earth!
toAnd I will proüde a homeland for my people Israel,
planting them in a secure place where they will never
be disturbed. Evil nations won't oppress them as theyle
done in the past, I 1 start-ing from the üme I appointed
judges to rule my people Israel. And I will give you rest
from all your enemies.

"'Furthermore, the Lonp declares that he will make
a house ior you-a dlarasÿ of kings! 12For when you
die and are buried with your ancestors, I will raise up
one of your descendants, your own offspring, and I
will make his kingdom strong. 13He is the one who
will build a house-a temple-for my name. And I \,ÿill
secure his royal throne forever. 14I \.vill be his father,
and he will be my son. If he sins, I will correct and
discipline him with the rod, like any father would do.
15But my favor will not be taken from him as I took it
from Saul, whom I removed from your sight. 16Your

house and your kingdom will continue before me* for
all time, and your throne will be secure forever."'

1 7So Nathan went back to David and told him everything the
Lonn had said in this vision.

Davidis Prayer of Thanks
rsThen King David went in and sat
prayed

"whoamI,O Sovereign LoRD,

brought me thisthatyou have

7:2 Hebrew d
allhufraniu,

and Greek versionGee also I
1 Chr 1 8:8); Hebrew reads Bstah.

-

Lono, in addition to everything else, you speak of
your servant a lasting dlaras§l Do you deal with
everyone this way, O Sovereign Lonn?+

promise and according to your wilt, you
üese geat things and have madethem
servant.

Hadadezer and Toi had been enemies and were D
at r,ÿar. Joram presented Daüd with many gifts of

bronze.
:o"What more can I say to you? You know David dedicated all these gifts to the LoRD, as he sa

servant is reallylike, Sovereign Lono. 2rBecause th the silver and gold from the other nations he had Ni
tMoab,Ammon,Philistia,andAm- to

7

have done
known to

z"How greatyou are, O Sovereign Lono! There
no one like you. We have never even heard of
God like you! z:What other nation on earth is like
people Israel? What other nation, O God,

and gods

in their way.+ 24You made Israel your very own
forever, and you, O LoRD, became their God.

be honored forever so

of Heaven's Armies is
house of your seil'ant Daüd continue

2z"O Lonn of Heaven's Armies,
been bold enough to
have revealed all this

pray this prayer to you
to your servant, saying,'I

28For youa house for you-a dynasty of kings!'

spoken, and when you $ant a blessingto your
O Sovereign Lono, it is an etemal blessing!"

David's Military Victories

cuted for every one $oup to be spâred.
were spared became Daüd's sub,ects and
money.

River.
and

soldiers. He crippled all the chariot horses
100 chariots.

5when Arameans from Damascus arrived to
Hadadezer, David killed 22,000 of them. 6Then

several army ganisons in Damâscus, the
and the Arameans became Daüd's
tribute money. So the LoRn made
he went.

7Daüd brought the gold shields of

before the Lono and to Jerusalem, 8along with a large amount of
Hadadezer's towns of Tebah* and Berothai.

David
andwhat is my family,

8odJ. 8:1
taken ftom it. Compare 1 chr

rcads captted 1,700 ch4rioteers. 8:8ÂsinsomeGreek

from Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah.
:o David became even more famous when he re- rn

m
h(
cil

:, id üctorious wherever he rvent- D.
all Israel and did what was just be
16Joab son of Zeruiahwas com- ba

rf the army. lehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the
r Tzadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech son of ger

ou
of

ha
Kindness to Mephibosheth for
:ay Daüd asked, "Is anyone in Saul's family still 1,(

to whom I can show kindness for Jona- of
2He summoned a man named Ziba, who had his

, r f Saul's servants. "Are ,vou Ziba?" the king asked. an
r I am," Ziba replied. wh

frc
op

'Yes, one of Jonâthan's sons is still alive. He
in both feet." frc

' .:e is he?" the king asked. pl;
lebar," Ziba told him, "atthehome of Makirsonof mr

col
him from Makir's m(
he was Ionathan's col
toDaüd,hebowed An

-: ground in deep respect. Daüd said, "Greetings, 128

cit
replied, "I am your servant."

afÉidl" David said. "I intend to show kindness gar
: . -ause of my promise to your father, Jonathan. I will anl
- rLl cit

for
adr

- l. vour master's grandson everlthing that belonged of

Jog like
.he king

-e own sons.

me?" th(
summoned Saul's servant Ziba and said, "1 at l

all
He
ma
fle
70
bat
alli
isr
Afl

Da

I
Ifar? leAnd now, Sovereign

7: I 6 As in Creek version and some Hebrew runusqipts; Masoretic Te\1 readsbefoîe Aou.
7:23 As in Greek version (see also 1 chr 1 7:2 1); Hebtew readsYoilmade a Sreat runeîar

Greek

te{ at I
.:eekversion; llebre\ÿ rcads Aour m6te/s grandson.

l0il6Hebrew the iuer.'10:18Asin some Gre€k ne:!!
1 As in Greek

The first day of the year in the ancient Hebrew lùna: .:l:-:::

servant.

serv-&

3Daüd forces of Hadadezer srn
Rehob, Hadadezer marched oi

chariots, 7

- .iere the Seraiah was the court
- son of was of the

üat once

bowed

,,Is still alive from

kindness

son

Mephibosheth, who was

. , :r the king.
:'iheUear.
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: . Jrr are, o sovereign Lonnl There is from destroÿng I 8,000

t:. io everything else, you speak of
:!1ng dlnastyl Do you deal with
,:r O Sovereign LoRD?*

. a .an i say to You? You

'.\-e have never eÿen heard of
',\= ar other nation on earth is
,', : al other nation, O God, have You

').: ; made Israel your very o\4n

- J LoRD,becametheir God.

I L.RD God, I amYour servant;

:. er so that everyone will 'The

:-,.:es ls Cod over Israel!'
Ç:,:nt Daüd continue
: H?a\en's Armies, God of Israel,
ji: :c
:', .1:!

pray this prayer to You
to )'our servant,

and you
.. :: rd things to your servant.
, r - :: bless the house of Your
-::,ue forever before You. For You
:,er \.ou grant a blessing to Your
!-?.! it is an etemal blessing!"

ry Victories
È..id defeated and subdued the
:.g Gath, their largest town.*

:: \1oab. He made the
and he measured them

He measured
::r? gToup to
:ne David's

be spared.
subiects andpaid

,-{adadezer and Toi had been enemies and were
:1 war. ioram presented Daüd with many gifts of
: rld, and bronze.
-g David dedicated all these gifts to the LoRD, as he
1 the silver and gold from the other nations he had

-12from Edom,* Moab,Ammon, Philistia,andAm-
-and from Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah.
r: David became even more famous when he re-

Edomites+ in the Valley of
I throughout Edom, and all

Daüd's sublects. In fact, the LoRD
l aüd victorious wherever he went.

poget87...2 SAMUEL 1I

David Defeats the Ammonites
t^ Some time after this. Kine Nahash+ of the Ammon-
f Ll it., died, and his son Hinun became king. 2Daüd

said, "I am going to show loyalty to Hanun iust as his father,
Nahash,was alwaysloyalto me." So David sent arnbassadors
to express sympathy to Hanun about his father's death.

Butwhen David's âmbassadors arrived in the land ofAm-
mon, 3the Ammonite commanders said to Hanun, their
master, "Do you really think these men are coming here to
honor your father? No! David has sent them to spy out the
city so they can come in and conquer it!" 4So Hanun seized
David's ambassadors and shaved off half of each man's
beard, cut off their robes at the buttocks, and sent them
back to Daüd in shame.

sWhen Daüd heardwhathad happened, he sent messen-
gers to tell the men, "stay at Jericho until your beards $ow
out, and then come back." For theyfelt deep shame because
of their appearance.

6whenthe people of Ammon realized howseriouslythey
had angered David, they sent and hired 20,000 Aramean
foot soldiers from the lands of Beth-rehob and Zobah,
1,000 from the king of .\laacah, and I 2 000 ircm the land
of Tob. 

^\hen 
Dar ici hear0 3boui ihis he sent loab and all

his wamois io fign::a,e;:. sThe lnnonite trocps came out
and drew up therr baiile i::.e s ai àe entrance of the city gate,
while the Arameans frotr, Zorah :nd Rehob and the men
from Tob and Maacah positroi.Èo r:ter-rselres tô fight in the
open fields.

ewhen Ioab saw that he would ha\ e i. ::ght on both the
ftont and the rear, he chose some of Israel s elite troops and
placed them under his personal command to i:9...t :he Àra-
means in the fields. loHe left the rest of the arm\ uf.ier the
command of his brother Abishai, who was to attack the {m-
monites. rl"If the Arameans are too strong for n',e, then
come over and help me," Joab told his brother. "And if the
Ammonites are too strong for you, I will come and help you.
r2Be courageousl Let us figh.t bravely for our people and the
cities of our God. May the LoRD's riÿill he done."

l3when Ioab and his troops attacked, the Arameans be-
gan to run away. 14And when the Ammonites saw the Alame-

for Israel. So when they re$ouped, rqhey were joined by
additional Aramean troops summoned by Hadadezer from
the other side ofthe Euphrates River.+ These troops arrived
at Helam under the command of Shobach, the commander
ofHadadezer's forces.

t zlVhen David heard what was happening he mobilized
all Israel, crossed the Jordan River, and led the army to
Helam. The Arameans positioned themselves in battle for-
mation and fought against Daüd. l8But again the Arameans
fled from the Israelites. This time David's forces killed
700 charioteers and 40,000 foot soldiers,* including Sho-
bach, the commander of their army. rewhen all the kings
allied with Hadadezer sarÿ that they had been defeated by
Israel, they surrendered to Israel andbecame their subiects.
After that, the Arameans were afraid to help the Ammonites.

David and Bathsheba
,, In the spring of the year,+ when kings normally go out
f f to war, Daüd sent ioab and the Israelite army lo fight

Te placed army
mites became

garrisons

were
son

the pdests.
of Jehoiada

Seraiah was the court secretary.
was captain of the king's body-

,I

And David's sons served as priestly leaders.*

: r Kindness to Mephibosheth
- Cay Daüd asked, "Is anyone in Saul's family snll
: -anyone to whom I can show kindness for Jona-

'ie?" 
2He summoned a man named Ziba, who had

. cf Saul's servants. "Are you Ziba?" the king asked.

:xiied, "Yes, one of Jonathan's sons is still alive. He
, i in both feet."

' .:e is he?" the king asked.
lebar," Ziba told him,"atthe home of Makir son of

::.:01 River.

:a:ts and

: .d allthe chariothorses

.::rs from Damascus arrived
:: iilied 22,000 of them.
Tiirns in Damascus,
;:.s became Daüd's subjects
b the LoRD made

of
.,-. rf Tebah* and Berothai.

ioi of Hamath heard that
army of Hadadezer, lohe

.:,riate King David for his

ûÉilsbe|oreatu. 711

8:'l
. -' ::al têkenfromit.ComPare 1

6 8:8ÀsinsomeGreek

,',id sent for him and brought him from Makir's
iis name was Mephibosheth*; he was Jonathan's

. r:ul's grandson. When he came to David, he bowed
-. ground in deep respect. David said, "Greetings,
,heth."
rosheth replied, "I am your servant."

,-e afraid!" Dar.id said. "I intend to show kindness

' ':osheth bowed respectfully and exclaimed,
: ur servant, that you should show such kindness

: -tg like me?"
:.e king summoned Saul's servant Ziba and said, "I

- . our master's grandson everlthing that belonged
: .lis family. 10You and your sons and servants are
: iand for him to produce food for your master's

But Mephibosheth, your master's
at my table." (ziba had fifteen sons I

grandson,
and twenty

.,riied, "Yes, my lord the king; I am )iour servant,

- r a1l that you have commanded." And from that
.:hibosheth ate regularly at David's table,* like
.ng's o\4n sons.
:osheth had a young son named Mica. From
:.e members of Ziba's household were Mephib-
-, ants. t:And Mephibosheth, who was crippled

i,'ed in Jerusalem and ate regtrlarlyatthe king's

:useofmypromisetoyourfather,ionathan.Iiryill ans running, they ran from Abishai and retreated into the
. I the property that once belonged to your grand- city. After the battle was over, Ioab returned to Jerusalem.
- andyouwilleatherewithmeattheking'stable!" lsThe Arameans now realized that they were no match

lesû'oYed the
Zobah, when

iorces of
Hadadezer

along the Euphrates
7,000 charioteers,*

,-r, I

8:14j i Chr
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the Ammonites. They destroyed the Ammonite
laid siege to the city of Rabbah. However, David
hind in lerusalem.

army and she became one of his wives. Then she gave birth to a
stayed be- But the LoRD was displeased with what Daüd had done.

2[ate one aftemoon, after his rest,Davidgotout Nathan Rebukes Davidmidday
roof of

was, and he was told, "She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eli-
Daüd sent mes-am and the vÿife of Uriah the Hittite." aThen

.J replied, "I fasted and wept while the child was
. said,'Perhaps the Lom will be gracious to me and-. d tive.'2rBut why should I fast when he is dead?-.rg him back again? I will go to him one day, but he

::turn to me."

rh

2t

30.

Tl^

abor

of bed and was walking on the the palace. As he t2 So the LoRD sent Nathan the prophet to tell
looked out over the ciÿ he noticed a woman of unusual this story: "There were two men in a certain .r David comforted Bathsheba, his wife, and sleptbeauty taking a bath. 3He sent someone to find out who she One was rich, and one was poor. 2The rich man

OI
ki

and gave birthtoason,ahd sü
The LoRD loved the child nc

sengers to gether; andwhen she came to the palace, he slept
with her. She had)ust completed the purification rites aftèr
haüng her menstrual period. Then she returned home.
slater, when Bathsheba discovered that she was pregnant,
she sent Daüd a message, saying, "I'm pregnant.,,

and gothim drunk. But eventhen he couldntget Uriahto go
home to his wife. Again he slepl at the palaceintrance wi'[h
the king's palace guard.

great manysheep and cattle. 3The poor man
r. She became pregnant
named him Solomon.

but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that little .nt word through Nathan
and it grew up with his children. It ate from the man's name him )edidiah (which
plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his ., s the LoRD had commanded.*

the prophet that they
means "beloved of the

he

thi

bet
but
bles

6Then Daüd sent word to Ioab: "Send me Uriah the Hit- it for his guest."prepared
5Davidtite." So |oab sent him to Daüd. TVVhen Uriah arrived, David was furious.'As

asked him how foab and the army were getting along and vowed, "anymanwhowould
how the war was progressing. sThen he told Uriah, "Go on oHe must repay four lambs to the poor man for the
home and relax.*" David even sent a gift to Uriah after he stole and for haüng no pity."
had left the palace. eBut Uriah didn't go home. He slept that

king's palace guard.
TThen Nathan saidto David,'You are that man! The

night at the palace entrance \,ÿith the the God of Israel, says: I anointed you king of IsraelroWhen David heard that Uriah had not gone home, he
summoned him and asked, "What's the matter? Why didn't

for so long?"you go home last night after being away
ttUriah replied, "TheArk and the armies of Israel and Iu-

dah âre liüng in tents,* and
camping in the open fields.

Joab and my master's men are
How could I go home to wine

and dine and sleep with my wife? I swear that I would never and stolen his wife. loFrom this time on,
do such a thing."

r2"Well, stay here today," Daüd told him, ',and tomorrow
you may return to the army." So Uriah stayed in rerusalem
that day and the next. r3Then Daüd inüted him to dinner

sel
thr

her

tor
Tal
wi1

An
no\
Tar
hor

ver
aba
dor

- 
: pe of Tamar Ab

23Tr
Now Daüd's son Absalom had a beautiful sister at I
amed Tamar'.AndAmnon, her half brother, f ell des- sonin lovewith her.2Amnon became so obsessed with she,.hat he became ill. She was a ürgin, and Amnon van
he could never havè her.

: Captures Rabbah
,r'hile, ]oab was fighting against Rabbah, the capital

-on, and he capÏured the royal fortifications.+ z4oab
:ssengers to tell David,,,I have fought against Rabbah

:;ùred its water srpply.* 28Now biing ii.,e .est of tnà
,-d capturelhe city. Other$/ise, t wifcapture it and
. rrt for the üctory.,,
: Daüd gathered the rest of the army and went to Rab_- I he fought against it and capruied it. roDavid re_. re crown from the king,s head,* and it was placed on
:. head. The crown was made of gold and set with,. ,d tt weigled seventy-five pounds.; Davia toot a vàii
: 01 plunder from the ciry. ilHe also made slaves of
. ple of Rabbah and forced them to labor with+ saws,
-ks, and iron axes, and to work in the brick kiln;.;'lrow he dealt with the people of all the AmmoniTe
I nen Daüd and ali the army returned to Jerusalem.

it to Uriah to
momingDaüd
deliver. rsThe

wrote a letter to
letter instructed

|oab and gave

Joab, "Station

David Arranges for Uriah's Death
14So the next David Confesses His Guilt

t:Then Daüd confessed to Nathan, "I have sinned

{mnon had a very crafty friend_his cousin /onadab.. the_son of David's brother Shimea.+ 4one dav) sâid.to Amnon, ',What,s rhe troufteZ WhyiÀouiâ
of a king look so dejected moming after mo'mingZ;

,mnon told him, "I am in lovewith iamar, my broi'her
n's sister."
elli'lonadab said,,,I,ll tell you what to do. Go back to
d pretend you are ill. When your father comes to see

: jk him to let Tamar come and prepare some food for
. I htm you'lI feel better ifshe prepares it as you watch

.eds you r^/ith her own hands ,,

Uriah on the front lines where the battle is fiercest. Then thelono."
pull back so that he will be killed." toso foab assigned Uriah Nathan replied, "Yes, but the LoRD has forgiven you, &,
to a spot close to the city wall where he knew the enemy's you won't die for this sin. l4Nevertheless, becirr. ÿou t#strongest men were fighting. I z4n6 when the enemy sol- shown ufier contempt for the LoRD+ by doing tfiis, 4*diers came out of the city to fight, Uriah the Hittitê \,ÿas childwilldie.,,
killedalongwithseveralotherlsraelitesoldiers. rsAfter Nathan retumed to his home. the Lonn sedfl

rsThen Ioab sent a baüle report to David. leHe told his deadly illness to the child of David and Uriah's wife. r6Dd
messenger, "Report all the news of the battle to the king. begged God to spare the child. He went without food andf20But he might get angry and ask,'Why did the troops go so all night on the bare ground. rzThe elders of his houæil
closetothecitPDidnttheyknowtherewouldbesiroàting pleadedwithhimtogelupandeatwiththem,buthereir:ld
from the walls? 2rwasn't Abimelech son of Gideon+ killed ai raThen on the seyintËday the child died. David,s aàvi*
Thebez by a woman who threw a millstone down on him were afraid to tell him. "He'wouldn,t listenio ,.i.on "*from.the.wall? Why_u/.ould you get so close to the wall?'Then the child was ill," they said. "wttri O.urii. t-r-rin;;tl'h9}
tell him,'Uriah the Hittite was killed, too.,,, when u/e tell him the ihild is dead?"

. 
2So the messenger went to Jerusalem and gave a com- rewhen David saw them whiipering, he realized *{ .

plete report to David. 2:"The enemy came out against us in had happened. ,,Is 
the child dead?; he air<eo. 

--- 
Ithe open fields," he said. "And as we chased them back to the ,,yes,,;they 

replied, ,,he 
is dead.,,

city gate,24the archers on thewall shot arrows at us. Some of æfnen Oâüd got up from the ground, washed him{1thekinS'smen\^,erekilled,includinguriahtheHittite." put on lotions,* ina cÏangea hiriloth.r. He went toü2s"well, tell ïoab not to be discouraged," Daüd said. "The iabemacle and worshipedihe Lon». efter that, heretunl,
sword devours this one today and that one tomorrowl Fight tô the palace and was sàrved food and ate. *
hardernext time, and conquer the city.' - 2rHis advisers were amazed. ,,We dont unde..trrd {(26when Uriah's wife heard that her husband was dead, they told him. "While the child was still liv;;, ;ffi;iil
shemournedforhim.2Tvvhentheperiodof moumingwas refused to eat. But now that the chitJ il3;;à, y;i-h*
over, David sent for her and brought her to the palace, and stopped your mourning and are eating again.,, !
11t8HeÛeÿÿandu6h40urrPPl.anexDressionlhdlmà)alsohaveaconnolationolritualisticwashing. llrll0r4rSuccoth.11..21uebrewsono1tai
b?shelh.Ierub-beshethisavariationonihename,erub-baal,whirhisanorhernameforcideon:see,u;g6:i) rz,iaÀiindeaaleascroilsivasoreric:A
reads the Lam's enmies. 12,2OHebreN anointedhiffielf_

hrew ftpr an dltemale Ilebreh readtnR and -\ome Hebrew m3pg.çn01, ,ar3 . -.the rollat citA. I2i2t Ot rupturcdihe.ittt oJ wqrq 12i3laO:,,;;, -
,d ot rie Ammonires. lz:Jobueorcw t tàiiiiti r,r"grl,iri "iiij j 

" ,\ a nd,h p m0 d e t he.m p6s th r ou gh the biù k i I b. r l, in-"ii.* sl,_.r,
t t ouptc ot L ape<: àtso in I .]:9. I 0. .1 

3:l g Or a /obe with sle elr, or an i_.:- .\ and Greek \errion add But he did nat punish hL,,o, q^ioin. irro;r'n'" ..'l . -rl'o Dedd sea Scrolls,: lhe Hebrew text lack( 1nl\ \pnlence
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Amnon lay down and pretended to be sick. And when
3 came to see him, Amnon asked him, ,,please 

let mv
cmar come and cook my favorile dish* as I walcÉ
:an eat rt trom her own hands.,, iso David agreed and

:mar to Amnon's house to prepare some fooàtor him.
ren l amar arrived at Amnon,s house, she went to the
.rhere he was lying down so he could watch her mix
lough. Then she baked his favorite disn for nim. ùut- )he set the serÿing tray before him, ne refuseà io eat.- cne get out of here,,,Amnon told his servants. So they

reaci
one i
hims
horrr

r2l

ea, ar
have l

ting t
lord r

her lcMe:

ren he said to Tamar,,,Now bring the food into my
Tamar took his favoritâom and feed it to me here.,,So

.r hlm. lrBut as she was
.:manded, "Come to bed

feeding him, he grabbed
Ivith me, my darling sister
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r2"No, my brother!" she cried. "Don't be foolish! Dont do
this to me! Such wicked things aren't done in Israel.

,kes David
:ir sent Nathan the prophet to
-,- There were two men in a
::'.i one was poor. 2The rich man

. :r-lrr his cup. He cuddled it in his' rf ne day a guest arrived atthe
::>tead of killing an animal from
. iôok the poor man's lamb and
:.is zuest."
:-:rcus. "As surely as the LoRD
r ,\ rc u,ould dO Such a thing
:aLrr lambs to the poor man for

,-,:r.E no pity."
:, i:.d to David, "You
:. saÿs: I anointed you king of

-.:e oFromthistimeon,your
i..: tse \,ou have despised me
: -: i\\Ti.

by

:: t:L: LoRD says: Because of
t rcur orm household to rebel
:,.: io another man before
: :id \\ith them in public üew.
iilI make this happen to your
ses His Cuilt
::::ssed to Nathan, "I have

:: )es,buttheLoRDhas
: ltrs sin. r4Nevertheless,

:i.::,Dt for the LoRD* by doing

:: ::rumed to his home, the
:-.. child of Daüd and
rÈ:Ê the child. Hewent
:"::. ground. rzThe elders of his
r'ir getup and eatwiththem,
:.,:i'th daythe child
r : r 'Hervouldn'tlistento
:-. ::rd. "\\hat drastic

- 
:-- . -: ..d is dead?"

:' Daüd comforted Bathsheba, his wife, and slept
She became pregnant and gave birth to a son, and

-:med him Solomon. The Lono loved the child
.rt word

r3Where could I go in my shame? And you would be cailed
one of the greatest fools in Israel. Please, iust speak to the
king about it, and he will let you marry me."

1{But Amnon wouldn't listen to her, and since he was
stronger than she was, he raped her. lsThen suiderli Am-
non's love tumed lohate,and he hated her e\er *.:-'ian

32Butiust then Ionadab, the son of David's brother Shim-
ea, arrived and said, "No, don't believe that all the king's sons
have been killed! Itwas onlyAmnon! Absalom has been plot-
ting this ever since Amnon raped his sister Tamar. r3No, my
lord the king, your sons aren't all dead! It was only Amnon.,,
34Meanwhile Absalom escaped.

through Nathan the prophet that they
fedidiah (which means "beloved of the

he had Ioved her. "Get out of here!" he snarled at her.
r6"No, no!" Tamar cried. "Sending me awaynow is worse

than !ÿhat you've alreâdy done to me."
But Amnon wouldn't listen to her. rTHe shouted for his

servant and demanded, "Throw this woman otrt, and lock
the door behind her!"

18So the sewant put her out and lock€d tle dmr behind
her. She was wearing a long, beautiful robe,+ æ r+as The cus-
tom in those days for the king's yfgin daughtEs. reBut now
Tarnar tore her robe and put ashes on h€r h€âd- And therL
with her face in her hands, she wmt awa-v crving.

20Her brother Absalom saw her atd 6ked, -Is it ûue that
Amnon has been with you? WeIl, rry sist€r, keep quiet for
now, since he's your brother. Dmt Ycru *urv about it." So
Tamar lived as a desolate *înxl in h6 hother Absalom's
house.

ztWhen King Daüd heard *tut had happe,ed, he was
very angry.+ zAndthor.ghAhhrrnu spoke toAmnon
about this, he hâ{ed Àrnnm deeph becarse of vÿlËt he had
done to his sister.

Absalom's Revenge on Arrxrat
23Twoyears lat€r,ldlrerlAhhn's slærp *tre beingsheared
at Baal-hazor ner lphnt4 rtl*n invited all the king,s
sons to come toafed_ rrk Eûto ùleking and said, "My
sheepshearersaertrdrukWûildûre kingand his ser-
yanB plens€ corE o celehate tlre occasionwithme?"

5The king rel€d"'!io, my son- If re all came, we would
be too mrrh of a hrder on you.'Absaiom pressed hinr,
but iite kfuqg *Drrld not come, though he gave Absalom his
blessing

rWeI, the&'Absalom said, "if you cant come, how
about ssding my brother Anmon with us?"

-Why Àmnonl the king asked 27But Absalom kept on
pressing the king mtil tie firaüy agreed to let alt his sons at-
tend, including Âmnoll So Absalom prepared a feast fit for
a king.*

2sAbsalom told his merç '\,Vail rmül Amnon gets drunk;
then atmy signalkillhirn! Don'tbe afraid- i'mthe one who
has given the command. Take corn-ageand do iü" æSo atAb-
salom's signal they murdered Amnol Thm the other sons
of the king iumped on their mules andfled.

3oAs they were on the way back to Jerusalem, this repofi
reached Daüd: "Absalom has killed all the king's sons; not
one is left alive!" 3lThe king got up, tore his robe, and tfuew
himself on the ground. His adüsers also tore their clothes in
horror and sorrow. '

.,me him
, ihe LoRD had commanded.+

-aptures Rabbah
rile, Joab was fighting against Rabbah, the capital

of Rabbah and forced them to labor with* saws,
and iron axes, and to work in the brick kilns.*

the people of all the Ammoniterw he dealt with
-:n Daüd and all the army retumed to Jerusalem.

ie of Tamar
rÿ David's son Absalom had a beautiful sister

'.rnon had a very crafty friend*his cousin Jonaôab

, sister."

-:nyou'llfeel better if she prepares it as you watch
ownhands.":, . ou with her

- rn lay down and pretended to be sick. Andwhen

. he was ÿing down so he could watch her mix
: r Then she baked his favorite dish for him. eBut

:t îhe serving tray before him, he refused to eat.
:et out of here," Amnon told his servants. So they

Ionadab said, "l'll tell you what to do. Go back to
: :etend you are ill. When your father comes to see

:n to let Tamar come and prepare some food for

: S:,,: tlem whispering, he-. --:: .hild dead?" he asked.
:-=c he is dead."

::: Jp from the
::c :ranged his

SIound,
clothes.

., ::silped the
: ir:s served food and ate.
;,;e:a amazed. "We

| :...: ine child was stillji: no\t that the child is
j:r:r1g and are eating again_"

tr il
i: r-

Or atSutcoth. 11i21
1 2;14Às in Dead Sea

Then the watchman on the Jerusalem wall saw a great

: .rf his wives. Then she gave birth to a t[l
:- Jispleased with what Daüd had donè

-.rld \,ÿhen he is dead?
one day; but he

:he
army and went to Rab-

it and it. soDavid re-

1ead. The cro\{n was made of set with

lf from 31He also made slaves of

' .at it from her own hands." 7So

. amar arrived

said to Tamar, "Now bring the food into my
feed itto mehere." So Tamar tookhis favorite

-rrButasshewas

r::rl

e "iE

- :ed, "Come to bed

u "I fasted and the child was

capture it and

feeding him, he grabbed her
with me, my darling sister."

rlill

v
-_-/



2 SAMUEL14...pogets|

crowd coming.down the hill on the road from the west. He
ran to tell the king, "I see a crowd of people coming from
the Horonaim road along the side ofthe hill."*

rs"Look!"Ionadâbtoldthe king. "There theyareno\,ÿ! The
king's sons are coming, iust as I said."

36They soon arrived, weeping and sobbing, and the king
and all his servants wept bitterly with them. 37And David
moumed many days for his son Amnon.

Absalom fled to his grandfather, Talmai son of Amm!
hud, the king of Geshur. 38He stayed there in Geshur for
three years. 3eAnd King Daüd,+ now reconciled to Amnon's
death, longed to be reunited with his son Absalom.*

loab Arranges for Absalom's Return
| 1l loabrealized how much the king longed to see Absa-
l'? lom. zSo he sent for a woman from Tekoa who had a

reputation for great wisdom. He said to her, "Pretend you
are in mourning;

18"I must know one thing," the king replied, "and
the truth."

"Yes, my lord the king," she responded.
re"Did Joab put you up to this?"
And

deny it?

an

among usl"
2rSo the king sent for Joab and told him, "All right,

bring back the young man Absalom."
zloab bowed with his face to the $ound in deep

and said, "At last I know that I have gained your
lord the king, for you have granted me this request!"

23Then Joab went to Geshur and brought Absalom
to Ierusalem. 24But the king gave this order: "Absalom

put
for the ence." So Absalom did not see the king.

on go to his own house, but he must never come into

tell him the
whattosay. Absalom Reconciled to David

husband is dead.
And since no one

-'tF*:'f.:î'âï:',r,ïl!sf r'om in Hebron* ir he would 31v

lotions.+ Act like
dead for a long time. :Then
story I am about to tellyou."

wear mourning clothes
a woman who has been

and don't
mourning

:ight," the king told him, ,,Go 
and fulfill your vow.,, opi

,tsalomvr'enttoHebron. roButwhilehewasthere,he 3

let messengers to all the tribes of Israel to stir up a ives
1 against the king. ,,As 

soon as you hear the raÀ,s wai
-rs message read, "you are to say,,Absalom has been dirt.l king in Hebron."' i rHe took 2b0 men from Ierusa_ hirr- h.im as guests, but they knew nothing of his inten_ 10 I,
tVhile Absalom was offering lhe sacr"ifices, he sent O k'5ophel, one of Daüd's counselors who lived in you

:. con many others also loined Absalom, and the con_ âok
idined momentum. the

r Escapes from lerusalem ;:iJ
:)serger soon anived in lerusalem to tell David, "All 3:
= :s joined Absalom in a conspiracy against youl,, ther
:en we must flee at once, or it \^/ill be too late!,,David

: -.s men. "Hurry! If we get out of the city before Absa_ Dav
. es, both we and the city of lerusalem will be spared 

t t
go to the king and
Then loab told her

4when the woman from Tekoa approached the king, she
bowedwithher face to the gound in deep respectand cried
out, "O kingl Help me!"

s"What's the trouble?" the king asked.
"Alas, I am

, ljr!.,,*tn 
Vor," his adüsers replied. ,,Do 

\.{hat you shet
load

was there to stop it, one of them was killed. 7No\ry the rest of
the family is demanding, 'Let us have
cute him for murdering his brother.

extinguish
and family

inherit his familys property.' They want to the sentforhima secondtime,but again foab refused to
only coal I have left, and will 3osoAbsalomsaidtohis servants, "Go and set fire to

:he king and all his household set out at once. He left 1 00
, -rehind except ten of his concubines to look after the z,

Ihe king^and all.his people ser out on foot, pausing Zi
touse rstoletalltheking,smen morepasito leaà ride
Ihere were 600 men from Gath who had come men

:r id, alongwith the kinss bodyguard.* the v
:nthekingturnedandSaidtoIttai,aleaderofthe
r Gath, "Why are you coming wilh us? Go on back kir,g
\bsalom, for you are a guest in Israel, a foreigner in .:l_

0uarrived onlyrecenlly,and should Iforcevou to_ \^/ill!
rnder \.vith us? I don't even know where we will so. "iJck and take your kinsmen v,rth you, and may itre t,teoi' w you his unfailing love and faithfulness.+,, .i
Ittai said to theking,,,lvowbythe Lonoand bvvour inqir
that I wrll go wherever my iord the ting goâi, ro 

" o "
.,hat happens-whether ir means life or aàitn.,, Shin

:.rd replied, "All.right, come with us.,,So Ittai ana aff ias f
and their families went along. lape crone cried loudly as the king and iris folowers ilin z

- rv. They crossed the Kidron Vàlley and ttren went t<ing,i
:rd the wilderness. him.

, jok and all the Leütes also came along, carrying tne strout
le Cove_nantofCod. They set down rËe ert ofioO, ftooa
,thar of[ered sacrifices* untjl everyone had passed Lono.e ciÿ. some

:n the king instructed Zadok to take the Ark of God e"y
- .o the city. "If the LoRD sees fit,,, David said, ,,he will Abish-'e back to see the Ark and the Tabernacte* agaln. ofinir

ne is through with me, then let him do what sËems ,o;;i
im."

: king.also told Zadok the pdest, ,,Loot,. i... i, 
^v tojStTt,i and Abiathar* should return quietly to the city ,,fi

-r son Ahimaaz and Abiathar,s son Jonaihan. ,st \^/iil own s,
.\e shallows of the Jordan River* and wait there for a Àavà e-:0m you." zeso Zadok and Abiathar took the Ark of him ci(to the cityand stayed there. the Lo
rd walked up the road to the Mount of Ottes, weep_ Ueiaus- : went. His head was covered and his feet were baie tinued. of mourning. And the people who were with trim nearUr
tnerr heads and wept as they climbed the hill. David:
ne C.eek manu-5(ripJs: H ebtew lack\ in Hpbron. I 5: l g Hebrpu rnp r, .,

1 at1,1n8 taÿe and laithfulwss go with Aou. 1 Si24 Ot Abiathar u û, rt I 5
ô\ Atp Uau q 5?t? ot Do you see?,1 Si2TbqebteÉ tacks and 1billi.a ; _-', .nplf tsànothernameforVerib-bàal. 16:l.t HebrpBltr 8,, --. :

a widow!" she replied. "My
had a fight out in the field.6My two sons

disappear
s"Leave

your son. We will exe-
He doesn't deserve to

from the face
myhusband's name
ofthe earth."

it to me," the king told her. "Go home, and I'll see fire, as Absalom had commanded.
to it that no one touches him." :rThen Joab came to Absalom at his house and

e"Oh, thank you, my lord the king" the woman from Te-
koa replied. "If you are criticized for helping me, let the
blame fall on me and on my father's house, and let the king

manded, "Why did your servants set my field on fire?"
32And Absalom replied, "Because I wanted you to

and his throne be innocent."
king why he brought me back from Geshur if he
tend to see me. I might as well there. Let

10"If anyone objects," the king said, "bring him to me. I the king; if he finds me guilÿ then let

cut us off from the inheritance* God has given us. lryes, my people of Israel.
lord the king will give us peace of mind again.' I know that
you are like an angel of God in disceming good from eül.
May the LoRD your God be with you."

barley field, the field next to mine." So they set his

have stayed
of anything,

before the king, and the king kissed him.

Absalom's Rebellion

kissed them. eAbsalom did this with everyone who
the king for judgm.ent, and so he stole the hearts of

/After fouryears,* Absalom said to the
Hebron to offer a sacrifice to the LoRD
made to him. sForwhileyour servantwas at Geshur

can assure he will never complain again!" me.
rrThen said, "Please swear to me by the LoRD your 3iso Ioab told the king what Absalom had said.

God that you won't let anyone take
son. I want no more bloodshed."

"As surely as the LoRD lives," he
your son's headwill be disturbed!"

vengeance against my last Daüd summoned Absalom, who came and

you
she

replied,'hot a hair on

rz'Please allow me to ask one more üing of my lord the t5 After this, Absalom bought a chariot and
he hired fifty bodyguards to run ahead of hirnking" she said.

"Go ahead and speak " he responded.
r:She replied, "Why don't you do as much for the people

of God as you have promised to do for me? you have con-
victed yourself in making this decision, because you have would tell him their tribe. 3Then Absalom vÿould
refused to bring home your own banished son. 14All of us "Youte really got a strong case here! It's too bad the

doesn't have anyone to hear it.4l wish Iwere thejudge.
everyone could bring their cases to
would give them iustice!"

5When people tried to bow

me for judgment,

before him,
wouldn't let them. Instead, he took them bv the hani

must die eventually. Our lives are like water spilled out on
the gound, which cannot be gathered up again. But cod
does not iust sweep life away; instead, he devises ways to
bring us backwhen we have been separated from him.

rs"I have come to plead with my lord the king because
people have threatened me. i said to myself, 'Perhaps the
king will listen to me r 6and rescue us from those who would

feb aneedto go out after Absalom. l4i26ebtew
12.3 kllo$amùW the roAal stand.ard. 1 5:7 As i^

13:34AsinGreekvercion;Hebrewlacksthissentence.13:SgaDeadSeaScrolsandGreek
don't dnoint Aourseï uith oil- 1 4t1 6 Ot
Greek and Slriac versions; Hebrew readsforr, aears.

gel of and you understand everyrthing that happd

mar, and she was very beautiful.

hair only once a year, and then only because it was so het
When he weighed it out, it came to five poundsl* 27He!
three sons and one daughter. His daughter's name was!

the dü
to the

"Letmegü
au[

1 3:39b Or ro Llq
200 shek*

-



ù:n9," the king replied,

:,9 she responded.

:: sa\'. 2oHe did it to
:ri light. But you are

place
AS

j: iÊrstand eveq,'thing that

:: i:ai: and told him,
-::r 1bsalom."
'r! :ace to the $ound in

' :rat i have gainedyour

: ir:.g gaYe this ordel:
i: :: must never come
lct see the king.

d to David
:"::ed aS the most
.:s: i:om head to foot.
:a:ren onlybecause
tr[, it came to five
-::.::i. His
:t, --iful.'::-:.lem for two
-ar l.)salomsent
:-: ',raO refUSed
: :a lut again

-s i?nants, "Go and set
a,r. .l mine." So the),

::-::.:nded.
:. {-5salom at his

:: :en ants set my field

=: Because I
re back from Geshur
:: ,.all have stalred
: ;- ln of anrthing,

, ,.,,*ttr 
yor,' his adüsers replied. ,,Do what you

. ,:1ng and all his household set out at once. He left
rd exceptten ofhis concubines to look afterthe

.- i all the Levites also came along, r

set down the

.ar."

. rt," the king told him. ,,Go 
and fulfill your vow.,,

I iom went to Hebron. roBut while he v/as there, he

to sacrifice to the Lono in Hebron+ if he would
-rck to Jerusalem."

but they knelv nothing of his inten-
y/as offering the sacrifices, he sent-:.phel, one of Daüd's counselors who lived in

r many others also joined Absalom, and the con_
.:'edmomentum.

::capes from lerusalem

-ten. "Hurryl Ifwe get out of the city before Absa-
both we and the city oflerusalem \r,i1l be spared
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the wilderness."
:"And where is Mephibosheth, Saul's grandson? the

kiugaskedhim.

Shimei Curses David
sAs King Daüd came to Bahudm, a man came out of the ül-
lage cursing them. Itwas Shimei
clan as Saul's family. 6He threw

son of Gera, from the same
stones at the king and the

king's officers and all the mightywarriors who surrounded
him. 7"Get out of here, you murderer, you scoundrel!" he

carrying the shouted at DaYid. a"The Lom is pal,ing vou back for all the
stole his throne, and now the

lastyou will taste
murdererl"

3rwhen someone told Daüd that his adüser Ahithophel
was nowbackingAbsalom, David prayed,,,O LoRD, letAhith-
ophel give Absalom foolish adüce!,,

32when David reached the summit of the Mount of Ol-
ives where people worshiped God, Hushai the Arkite was
waitingthere for him. Hushai had torn his clothing and put
dirt on his head as a sigi of mourning. 33But D;üd tàld
him, "If you go with me, you will only beà burden. raReturn
to Jerusalem and tell Absalom, 'I will now be your adviser,
O king, just as I was your father's adviser in the past.,Then
you can frustrate and counter Ahithophel,s advice. rsZa-
dok andAbiathar, the priests, will be there. Tell them about
the plans being made in the king's palace, :eand they will
send their sons Ahimaaz and )onathan to tell me what is
going on."

:zSo David's friend Hushai returned to Ierusalem, getting
there iust as Absalom arrived.

David and Ziba
7 Z: When Dàvjd had gone a linle be\ ond the summir of
f O r'o rrourr of o.iie. zib. ,j".."u.i oi.".pnità-

sheth,* \\as uaittng there tor him. He had flvo dônkeys
loaded $ith 200 lcares ci oreai 100 clusters of raisins,
100 bunches of summer fruit and a utneskin full of \^/ine.

2"What are these for?" the krng asked Ziba.

.Ziba replied, "The donkeys are for the king,s people to
ride on, and the bread and summer fruit are fàr the j,oung
men to eat. The wine is for those who become erhausted in

com:

"He stayed in Jerusalem," Ziba reflied.,,He said,,Todav I
will get back the ki ngdom of my grandfather Sau 1.,,,

4"In that case," the king told Ziba,,,I give you ever),thing
Mephibosheth owns."

. "I bow before you," Ziba replied. ,,May 
I always be pleas_

ing to you, my lord the king."

t. .., t13t
l-: ! r.:t:1

-{bsalom
rvho came

. ,:.: . kissed him.

-=-: i aase to the
.:. .:. israel
:r :a rThen

',. . :!a nere It s ::':
.-.:i: .: 'l \\'lSh I
--:l: ::)aS tO ]rre fO:

.: :, :lt, b:fO:t

..,: :.. t:Ok.le:l
: :-: .::: irith

:., -:--:":i:l .i:
:: -. :: lhe i: r

r:y. "If the LoRD sees fit,,,Dayid said, ,,he 
\,vill

.. t0 see the Ark and the Tabernacle* again.
:ough \.^/ith me, then let him do what seems

:,, enant of God. They Ark of God, bloodshed in Saul's c1an. you
::fered sacrificesx until everyone had passed Lonn has gtven it to your son Absalom. At

. .ing instructed Zadok to take the Ark of God
some of your own medicine, for you are a

.. l"W.nV should this dead dog curse my tord rhe king?,,
Abishai son of Zeruiah demanded. "Let me go over and àut
off his head!"

- 
rc"No!' the king said. 'Who asked your opinion, you sons

of Zeruiah!If the LoRDhas toldhimto curse me,whô areyou
to stop him?"

llThen Dâüd said to Abishai and to all his servants, ,,My

own son is trying to kill me. Doesnt this relative of Sauli
have even more reason to do so? Leave him alone and let
him curse, for the LoRD has told him to do it. r2And perhaps
the LoRD will see that I am being wonged and \,ÿill bless me
because of these curses today." 13So David and his men con-
tinued down the road, and Shimei kept pace with them on a

,.:o told Zadok the pdest, "Look,* here is my
- lbiathar* should

- :-himaaz and Abiathar's son Jonathan. 2EI

return quietly to the city
witl

' . :\ÿs ofthe Iordan River* and wait there for a
- ' ,eso Zâdok and Abiathar took the Ark of
. -iN and stayed there.
. :l up the road to the Mount of Olives, weep-
:rs head was covered and his feetv/ere bare
-:ring. And the people who were with him
:ads and wept as they climbed the hill.

nearby hillside, cursing as he \,ÿent and throwing stones at
David and tossing dust into the air.
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_ 
r4The king and all \ryho were \4/ith him grew weary along escape into some town, you will have all Israel there at yolt

theway,sotheyrestedwhentheyreachedtheJordanRiver.+ command.Thenwecaniakeropesanddragthewallsoi&
town into the nearest valley until every stone is torn dol/r.

Ahithophel Advises Absalom r4Then Absalom and all the men oi Israel said, ,,Huslu
lsMeanwhile,Absalomandallthearmyoflsraelarrivedat adüceisbetterthanAhithophel's."FortheLoRDhaddeB
Jerusalem, accompanied by Ahithophel. 16when Daüd's minedtodefeatthecounselofAhithophel,whichreallyra
friend Hushai the Arkite arrived, he went immediately to the better plan, so that he could bringàisaster on Absaim
see Absalom. "Long live the king!" he exclaimed. "Long live
theking!" Hushai Warns David to Escape

_lT"IsthisthewayyoutreatyourfriendDaüd?"Absalom r5HushaitoldZadokandAtiathar,thepriests,whatAhith.
askedhim. "Whyaren'tyouwithhim?" phel had said to Absalom and the eldeis of Israei andwb

r8"I'mherebecauselbelongtothemanwhoischosenby he himself had adüsed instead. 16"Quick!" he told tho
the Lonn and by all the men of Israel," Hushai replied. "FindDaüdandurgehimnottostayàttheshallowsof &
le"And anylvay, why shouldn't I serve you? Just as I was your }ordan River* tonight. He must go across at once into fu
father'sadüser,nowlwillbeyouradviserl" wilderness beyond-. Otherwise he will die and his enli

zoThen Absalom turned to Ahithophel and asked him, armywithhim."
"What should I do next?" lTJonathan and Ahimaaz had been staying at En_rogeh

2rAhithophel told him, "Go and steep with your father's as not to be seen entering and leaüngihiclty. ,a.nàrg.
concubines, for he has left them here to look after the pal- ments had been made for a servant girl to bring them ù
ace.Thenalllsrael\,ÿillknowthatyouhaveinsultedyourfa- messagethey\i/eretotaketoKingDaüd.tsButaboyspot8
ther beyond hope of reconciliation, and they \.ÿill throw them at En-rogel, and he told Àbsalom about it. Sô fu
their support to you." 22So they set up a tent on the palace quickly escaped to Bahurim, where a man hid thern dtr
roof where everyone could see it, and Absalom went in and inside a well in his courtyard. leThe man's wife put a ck!] '

had sexwith his father's concubines. overthetopofthewelland scattered$ainon ittô dryin{!
23Absalom fotlowed Ahithophel's advice, iust as Daüd sun;sonoonesuspectedthey\i/eretirere.

haddone.ForeverywordAhithophelspokeseemedaswise 2oWhen Absalom's men arrived, they asked her, "tül
as though it had come directly from the mouth of God. you seenAhimaaz and Jonathan?,,

The woman replied, ,,They were here, but they crosü
, 7 Now Ahithophel urged Absalom, "Let me choose over the brook." Absalom's men looked for them withor
I I I2,OOO men to start out after Daüd tonight. 2I will success and returned to Jerusalem.

catch up \'vith him while he is weary and discouraged. He 2rThen the two men crawled out of the well and hurhl
andhis troops will panic, and everyone will run away. Then I 0n to King David. "Quick!" they told him, "cross the Jordir
\ryillkillonlytheking,3andlwillbringallthepeoplebackto tonight!" Ànd they iold him how Ahithophet had advis
you as a bride retums to her husband. After all, it is only one that he be captured and killed. ,rSo David ànd all the perfl
man's life that you seek.* Then you will be at peace with all with him went across the Jordan River during the nigirt, i
the people." 4This plan seemed good to Absalom and to all they were all on the other bank before dawn.
the elders of Israel. z3WhenAhithophelrealizedthathis advice hadnotbE

followed, he saddled his donkey, went to his hometow[§
Hushai Counters Ahithophel's Advice his affairs in order, and hanged himself. He died there j
sBut then Absalom said, "Bring in Hushai the Arkite. Let,s was buried in the family tonib.
see what he thinks about this." 6when Hushai arrived,Absa- 24David soon arrived at Mahanaim. By now, Absalom hr
l9m told him what Ahithophel had said. Then he asked, mobilized the entire army of Israel and was leading to
"What is your opinion? Should w-e foilow Ahithophel's ad- troops across the Iordan i{iver. 2sAbsalom had appoiu
vice?Ifnot,whatdoyou suggest?" Amaia as commander ofhis army,replacing1oab,ïhoh

7"Well," Hushai replied to Absalom, "this time Ahitho- been commander under Daüd. Gmâsa wai ]oab's corsu
phel has made a mistake. sYou know your father and his His father was Jether,* an Ishmaelite.+ His mother, Abi6n
men;-they are mighty warriors. Right now they are as en- daughter of Nahash, was the sister of ]oab's mother, Zà
raged as a mother bear who has been robbed of her cubs. ah.) zoAbsalom and the Israelite arrny set up camp in lin
And remember that your father is an experienced man of landofGilead.
war.Hewon'tbespendingthenightamongthetroops.eHe ,ryVhen David arrived at Mahanaim, he was warm
has probably already hidden in some pit or cave. Anà when $eeted by Shobi son of Nahash, who came from RabbaLo,
he comes out and attacks and a few of your men fall, there the Ammonites, and by Makir son of Ammiel from Lo-dù
will be paric among your troops, and the-word will spread and by Barzillai of Gilead from Rogelim. 2sThey broE&
that Absalom's men are being slaughtered. loThen even the sleepiirg mats, cooking pots, sewing'bowls, wheai and É
bravestsoldiers,thoqghth€yhavetheheartofalion,willbe ley, houl and roasted-giain, beansjentils, zshoney, buEr
parallzed \,ÿith fear. For all Israel knows what a mighty war- sheep, goats, and chees-e for David and those who were xùü
rior,your father is and how courageous his men arè. him. For they said, "you must all be very hungry and tirarr"Irecommendthatyoumobilizetheentirearmyofls- andthirstyafteryourlongmarchthrougirtheiriidemes
rael,bringing them from as far awayas Dan in the north and
Beersheba in the south. That way you will have an army as Absalom,s Defeat and Death
numerousasthesandontheseashore.Andladvisethatyou ,O Dâvidnowmusteredthemenwhowerewithhima,
personally lead the troops. r2when \,ve find Daüd, we'll fall f O appointed generals and captains* to lead them. 4
on him like dew that falls on the ground. Then neither he sentthetioopsouiinthreegroups,placingonegroupunc
nor any of his men will be left alive. 13And if Daüd \,ÿere to loab, one unàer ]oab's brotÉer Âliànai son of Zeruiah. au
16:'l4AsinGreekversion(seealsolT:i6);Hebrcwrcadswhenthe\reachedtheirdestinatioî_ l7:3AsinGreekversionjHehewreadslikerheretutÇl:
kthemanwhonlouseek. lTtl6Hebrewatthetossingpoints-oftheuildemess. 17:25aHebtewIthri,àm,ii"i.pÉn,.g'"1i"rh;^ii,zsÜer'i.-
someGreekmanuscriptskeealsolchr2:17);Hebte|ÿreadsanlsraelite. ls."lHebtewappointedcomfrandersofthouiands"aiiiomandersofhuraw

rder Ittai,the man from Gath. The kingtoldhis troops,
icing out \.vith you."

: -t.his men ob,ected strongly. ,,you 
must not go,,,they

- 'If we have to tum and run-and even if h;lf of ui
: iÿill make no difference to Absalom,s troops; they

:. looking only for you. you are worth t0,000 of us,i
.s better that you stay here in the town and send help

, reed it."
. _\,ox think that's-the best plan, I,ll do it,,, the king an-
,1. So he stood alongside the gate of the town is all
:cops marched out in $oups of hundreds and of
:nds.

-d the king gave this command to )oab, Abishai, and
. or my sake, deal gently vÿith young Absalom.,,And all
.ps heard the kinggive this o;der t"o his commanders.
lhe battle began in the forest of Ephraim, Tand the is_
troops were bealen back by Daüd,s men. There was a
aughter that day, and 20,000 men laid down theirilhe battle raged all across the countryside, and more

:ied because of the forest than wer'e killed by the

ing th.e battle, Absalom happened to come upon
I Dayid's men. He ffied to escape on his mule, but as

-. beneath the thick branches of a greattree, his hair*
-ght in the tree. His mule kept going and left him-g rn the air. roone of David,s men saw what had
:.ed and told Joab, "I saw Absalom dangling from a 21
:ee."
.hat?" loab demanded. "you saw him there and o,
.ll him? I would have rewarded you \,liith ten pi..., 

ÿ,r+ and a hero's belt!"
,r"og]d n91 kill the king,s son for even a thousand 61rl silver,*" the man replied to Joab. 

,,We 
all heard the.', to you and Abishai and lttai,,For my sake, please 16,rung Absalom.' t3And if I had berrayed the king by ii

1is son-and the king would certainiy find out ühô "
-i'ou yourself would be the first to abandon me.,, though of lhis nonsense," ]oab said. Then he took ,'l,l
-ggersandplungedthem intoAbsalomtleartashe ii'r ÿillalive, inthe greattree. i5Ten of Joab,syoungar_
.'ers then surrounded Absalom and killed irim 

"
r loab blew the ram's horn, and his men returned 'I

.asing the army of lsrael. r/They threw Absalom,s I
J a deep pit.in the forest and piied a great heap of ni.er ir. And all Israel ned to their homea. ;;:ing his lifetime, Absaiom had built â monument to ii,in the King's Valley, for he said, ,,I have no son to iil- my name." He named the monument after himself, ;;

, known as Absalom's Monument to this day. ;,
: Vlourns Absalom's Death

Zadok's son Ahimaaz said,,,Let me run to the king
. good news that the Lonn has rescued him from hii

'Ioab told him, "it wouldn,t be good news to the
:: his son is dead. you can be my messenger another
:: not today."
.n Joab said to a man from Ethiopia,* ,,Go tell the'it you have seen." The man bowed and ran off.' Àhimaaz continued to plead with Joab,,,Whatever
, please let me go, too."

shoxid you go, my son?,, loab replied. ,,There will
-'.r'ard for your news."
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. .! letter than Ahithophel's." For the
: :. üefeat the counsel of Ahithophel,

::,. the nearest valley until every
. :..:. Absalom and all the men of .

. :r re seen entering and leaüng
j :.:ü been made for a senant girl
:.. .xer \\,ere to take to King Da\4d.

".: :.. saddledhis
::-:. .:, Order, and
'-:..1 .1 the family

:-:::.:nder under

--.:: ::iteS, and
r, -ii:zillai of

donkey, went to his
hanged himself. He
tomb.

his army, replacing
Daüd. (Àmasa was

stone is tom
Israel said,

Lono had
which

to
lsBut a

died

Ioab.
ioab's

- .r.to some town, you will have all Israel there at
- ::.J Then we can takeropes anddragthe walls

ittai,the man from Gath. The kingtold his troops,
g out vÿith you."
, men objected strongly. "You must not go," they
i\,e have to tum and run-and even if half of us
. make no difference to Absalom's troops; they
iing only for you. You are worth 10,000 of us,*

.tter that you stay here in the town and send help
.: it."
, think that's the best plan, I'11 do it," the king an-
-, he stood alongside the gate of the town as all
, marched out in groups of hundreds and of

-: king gave this command to loab, Abishai, and
ry sake, deal gently with young Absalom." And all
reard the kinggive this order to his commanders.

-rattle began in the forest of Ephraim, Tand the Is-
)s were beaten back by David's men. There was a

:nter that day, and 20,000 men laid down their
:attle raged all across the countryside, and more
recause of the forest than were killed by the

the battle, Absalom happened to come upon
i,'id's men. He tried to escape on his mule, but as

,: eath the thick branches of a great tree,his hair*
rn the tree. His mule kept going and left him' the air. 10one of Daüd's men saw what had
rrd told Joab, "I saw Absalom dangling from a

'' Joab demanded. "You saw him there and
m? I would have rewarded you with ten pieces
,i a hero's belt!"
.1 not kill the king's son for even a thousand
er,*" the man replied to |oab. "We all heard the

. ùu and Abishai and Ittai, 'For my sake, please
: Âbsalom.' t3And if I had betrayed the king by

:1-and the king would certainly find out who
rurself would be the first to abandon me."

. -r of this nonsense," Joab said. Then he took
: s and plunged them into Absalom's heart as he

l1ive, in the geat tree. rsTen of loab's young ar-
hen surrounded Absalom and killed him.

,b blew the ram's horn, and his men returned
.- the army of Israel. rTThey threw Absalom's
.,rep pit in the forest and piled a $eat heap of

Ànd all Israel fled to their homes.
.s lifetime, Absalom had built a monument to
: King's Valley, for he said, "l have no son to
:me." He named the monument after himself,
-. as Absalom's Monument to this day.

-:i-rs Absalom's Death
: son Ahimaaz said, "Let me run to the king

r 1e\§ that the LoRo has rescued him from his

,: told him, "it wouldn't be good nelvs to the
r. is dead. You can be my messenger another

rday."
,: said to a man from Ethiopia,* "Go tell the

-raye seen." The man bowed and ran off.
.lz continued to plead \,ÿith Joab, "Whatever
:: ,et me go, too."
: lou go, my son?" Joab replied. "There will
r r \,our news."

pogets3...2 SAMUEL 19

23"Yes, but let me go anyruay," he begged.
loab finally said, "A1l right, go ahead." So Ahimaaz took

the less demanding route bywayofthe plain and ran to Ma-
hanaim ahead of the Ethiopian.

,4while David was sitting between the inner and outer
gates of the town, the watchman climbed to the roof of the
gateway by the wall. As he looked, he saw a lone man run-
ning toward them. 25He shouted the news down to Daüd,
and the king replied, "lf he is alone, he has news."

As the messenger came closer,26the watchman saw an-
other man running toward them. He shouted down, "Here
comes another onel"

The king replied, "He also will have news."
27"The first man runs like Ahimaaz son of Zadok," the

watchman said.
"He is a good man and comes \4/ith good news," the king

replied.
28Then Ahimaaz cried out to the king, "Eve4,thing is all

rightl" He bowed before the kingwith his face to the $ound
and said, "Praise to the LoRD your God,who has handed over
the rebels who dared to stand against my lord the king."

æ"What about young Absalom?" the king demanded. "Is
he all right?"

Ahimaaz replied, "When Joab told me to come, there was
a lotof commotion. But I didn'tknowwhatwas happening."

3o"Wait here," the king told him. So Ahimaaz stepped
aside.

rrThen the man from Ethiopia arrived and said, "I have
good news formy lord the king. Todaythe LoRD has rescued
you from all those who rebelled against you."

32"What about young Absalom?" the king demanded. "Is
he all right?"

And the Ethiopian replied, "May all of your enemies, my
lord the king, both no\r and in the future, share the fate of
that young man!"

33xThe king was overcome \.ÿiÎh emotion. He went up to
the room over the gateway and burst into tears. And as he
went, he cried, "O myson Absalom!My son, my son Absaloml
If onlyl had died instead of you!O Absalom,my son,myson."

loab Rebukes the King

?O l"Wordsoon reachedloabthatthekingwasweeping
, / and mourning for Absalom. 2As all Ihe people heard

of lhe king's deep gdef for his son, the joy of that daÿs vic-
torywas tumed into deep sadness. 3Theycrept backinto the
town that day as though they were ashamed and had de-
serted in battle. aThe king covered his face with his hands
and kept on crying, "O my son AbsalomlO Absalom,my son,
my son!"

5Then Joab went to the king's room and said to him, "We
saved your life today and the lives of your sons, your daugh-
ters, and your wives and concubines. Yet you act like this,
making us feel asharned of ourselves. 6You seem to love
those who hate you and hate those H.ho love you. You have
made it clear toda\-that \ our commanders and troops mean
nothing to you. It seems that if Absaiom had lived and all of
us had died, you would be pleased. TNow go ôut there and
congratulate your troops, for I swear by the LoRD that if you
don't go out, not a single one of them will remain here to-
night. Then you will be worse off than ever before."

8So the king went out and took his seat at the town gate,
and as the news spread throughout the town that he was
there, everyone went to him.

::.: plan, so that he could bring disaster on

rai lVarns Davici to Escape
, -,. ::1d Zadok and Abiathar, the priests, what

-:: said to Absalom and the elders of Israel
:--s:.f had advised instead. r6"euick!,,he toid

É-,.i-. him."
::.anan and Ahimaaz had been staying at

the city.

,: !:.-:ogel, and he told Absalom about it.
,. .,,.ped to Bahurim, where a man hid

= : ;:il rn his courtyard. leThe man's wife put
-:. .:p of the welland scattered $ain on it to
,: ,-.J cne suspected theywere there.
,1 -.r Àbsalom's men arrived, they asked her,
:=:. .{himaaz and }onathan?"
: .,, r,ii:an replied, "They were here, but thet
.-. ::ook." Absalom's men looked for them
,.. "ri returned to Jerusalem.
. : Ê. ihe h{o men crawled out of the well and
i:: g Daud. "Quick!" they told him, "cross

\nd they
iapfüred and killed. 22So Daüd and all

told him how Ahithophel haci

- r ;r ent across the )ordan River during the
n::: ril on the other bank before dawn.
.r :.: .\hlthophel realized that his advice had

- . , .: soon arrived at Mahanaim.
--:=: ihe entire army of Israel and was
! :::Jss the Jordan River. 25Absalom had
; :r ::mmander of

:--:..: !.as Jether,+ an Ishmaelite.* His
:::: ri \ahash, was the sister of Joab'srfhhm and the Israelite army set up
dcikad
,r:e: -rarid arrived at Mahanaim, he wæ

=: :r Sr".-r:r son of Nahash, who came

,... *.r:s .ooking pots,
.:,: :r.d roasted grain,
: gce-.s. and cheese for Daüd and those

be very
through

: :: -:.er said, \'ou mUSt all
:--;:. ::.e: i -r-: iOng mafCh

by Makir son
Gilead from

of Ammiel from
Rogelim. 28Ther

wheat

hung4'
the

rlom s Defeat and Death
) I : ;.: :. -,. :is'leled the menwho Were
| :.: : :'.: ..rerals and captains* to lead
"-: l -., : r r -: ri. three goups,placingone
::.: -: -:: loaD's brother Abishai son of
_-. - : 3 --! _ Greekversion;Hebrew reads likp i;; -ff flil.
'- :j: - i:::.\ r'.,.-a. a\ariantspellingOfJether. 1 7 :-it .
- ;::'.:, : : -.tr,tu1 ef s of thousands and cofrfrani.- . -.!M

,'nanuscriptsandsom€Greekandl,atinmanuscripts:mostHebrewmanuscriptsreâdNouthereare10,000likeus.18:9Hebrew
.:.\il0shekelsofsilÿetabout4ouncesorll4gramsinweight. lS:l2Hebrewr000shekeir,about25poundsorll.4kilogramsrn

::'îomC6h;simiLarlYinlS:23.31,32. 18:33Verse18:33isnumberedl9:linHebrewtext. 19:lVers€s19:1-43arenuhbered



Meanwhiie, the Israelites who had supported Absalom
fled to their homes. eAnd throughout alt tilà rihes of lsraei
lhere was much discussron and argument going on. The
people were saying, "The king rescued us froÀr oui enemies
and saved us from the philisünes, but Absalom chased him

2 SAMUEL 20...pasete4

out of the country.
rule over us, is dead.
our king again?"

r4Then Amasa* convinced all the men of |udah, and they
responded unanimously. They sent rryord
turn to us, and bring back all who are with

David's Return to lerusalem

David's Mercy to Shimei

the king across the Jordan. 32He was
and very wealthy. He was the one who

-iee days, and report back at th,at time.,, sso Amasa Da: -r io notify ]udah, but it took him longer than the. nad been given.

us, t(

moul

athar
caus(

oshet
gave I
Adrie
ecute
them

harvel
tearin
mals f

roNol,ÿ Absalom, r4rhom ure anointed to David,s Kindness to Barzillai
why not ask Daüd ro come back and be :rBarzillai of Gleaa rraa iààe àîwn rfom

Dayld said to Abishai.,,Sheba son of Bicri is eoin!,_. more than Absalom did. Quick, take rnu r;;;ij,( afrer him before he g.ts into , i".tiTiÉa r"i": Lan t reacn nim.,,

_ 
t rThen_King Daüd sent Zadok and Abiathar, the priests,

to say to the elders of fudah, 
,,Why 

are you the last ônes to
welcome back üe king into his palace? Éorl have heard that
all Israel.is ready. tzyou are my relatives, my own tribe, my
own flesh and blood! So why are you the lâst ones to wel'_
come back the kinÿ" t rtrn6 ,rrd told them to lell Amasa,
"Since you are my own flesh and blood, like Joab, may God
strike me and even kill me if I do not appoint you as'com_
mander of my army in his place.,,

to the kin& "Re- die in my own town, where my father and mother
you." ied. But here is your

withmylordthe king
servant, my son Kimham. Let

him."
and receive whatever you

r5So the king started back to Ierusalem. And when he ar_
rived at the Iordan River, the peopte ofludah came to èiuàt
to meet him and escort him acrosi the river. rrshimei son"of
Gera, the man from Bahurim in Benjamin, hurried acrois
with the men of Iudah to welcome King Uavid. r zA thousanà
other men from the tribe of Benjamü were with him, in-
cluding Ziba, the chief serÿant of the house of Saul, ind
Ziba's 

-fifteen 
sons and twenty servants. they rushed âor+ln

to- lhe Jordan to meet the king. raThey crosséd the shallows
ot the Jordan to bring the king,s household across the river,
nelprng htm rn eyery way they could.

{The king then crossed over to
!ÿith him. All the troops of Iudah and
el escorted the king on his way.

An Argument over the Kino
4rBut all the men oflsrael compiained
of,udah slote the king and did-n,t give
rng lake you, your household, and all

As the kingwas aboutto cross the river, Shimei fell down be-
fore.him._le"My lord the king, please forgve ,n.i; n"
pleaded. "Forget the terrible thing your servànt did when
you left Jerusalem. May the king pui it out of his mind. mi
know how much I sinned. That is why I have come here to_
day, the very first person in all Israeli to greet my lorôtire
king."

2lThen Abishai son of Zeruiah said,,,Shimei should die,
for he cursed the LoRD,s ânointed kingy,

to the kin&
us the honor

Jordan."
your men

the men of fudah spoke even more harshly than thà
Israel.

The Revolt of Sheba

20 son of Bicri, a man from the tribe of
There happened to be a roublemaker there
Sheba

22"Who asked your opinion, you sons of Zeruiah!,, Daüd
exclaimed. "Why have you become my adversary* today.T
I ns ls not a day for execution but for celebrationt foarü I
am once again_the king of Israel!,,2rThen, tuming to Shimâi,
David vowed, 'Your life will be spared.,,



enough," David replied. "IÎe
land

said. "I am
:::ii back again, my lord the king!"

,ss to Barzillai
;d iad come down from Rogelim'. Iordan. rzHe was very old,
i: ,,i as the one whohad
j iiaÿ in N,lahanaim.
iEsalem," the king said to
iae."
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<:itil \'eafs
.:c and yrine

old today, and I can
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;T\e even more

reba
lened to be a troublemaker
-'i Bicri, a man from the
:"::, i hom and began to

:.r:sh of David!
-:.:: !t in the son of lesse.
:: r: Israel,
-.ane5'

:: israel deserted Daud

after
-s.-r.. fheir needs trere

::: Â-.ih them. \o each

: i.ir,dsd MUbiiize the
) 24 .1a:/.ilns'netfris

lil

.hree days, and report back at that time.,, 5So Amasa
r.r to notify Judah, but it took him longer than the

, had been given.
' Daüd said to Abishai,,,Sheba son of Bicri is poino
,\ more lhan Absalom did. Quick, take mv trîooi
.e a[ter him before he gers into a Iortiiiâd to;n
e can't reach him.,,

pogetgs...2 SAMUEL 2l
David Avenges the Gibeonites

?? There was a lamine during Daüd s rergn ,- o, .d\red4 , iorlhreeyears,soDaüdaskedtheLoa_o-a" - :r rn;
the LoRD said, "The famine has come because Sa". :.,J i-lis
famiil are guilty of murdering the Gibeonites.

zSo-the king summoned the Gibeonrtes. l heL r_ . - . .
part ol Israei bur were all that \,vas leil of rne nar . - :. :l-.
Amorites. The people of Israel had sworn not to k:1. ::el.
but Saul, in his zeal for Israel and fudah, had tli.c i, ,,...
them out. 3David asked them, ,,What 

can I do for r :.:. _t'-,,
can i make amends so that you vr'ill bless the LoR| . :. .
again?"

- a"Well, money can,t settle this matterbeh4/een us :: : :.
family of Saul," the Gibeonites replied. ,,Neither c:: *i. :;,
mand the life of anyone in Israel.,,

_ "What can I do then?,, David asked.,,iust teil n,€ :: :,,..1
do it for you."

sThen they_replied,,,lt was Saul who planned .: :=,::-.
us, to keep us from having any place at ail in ,-ht .:r- -
Israel. 650 let seven of Saul,s sons be handed c\.:
we will execute them before the LoRD at G:b=_. ,. . .
mountain of the LoR .*,,

.bishai and
:rd all the
:r Sheba.
r)a met them.

inGibe-
tunic

ru'l

athan's son
cause of the David and

osheth,

who \ryas Saui s

daugh:e::: ..:-

20:l 4 As in

,:M

1e replied.
, jaid, "Listen carefully to your servant.,,

ening," he said.
.he continued, ,,There 

used to be à sa)ing, 'II yr-ru

the tovÿn of Abei.'ask advice at

rng
: : ,our to the LoRD?"

: iehoiada was of the
l\-as ln the labor

_: tvas the
- Zadok and

:: Jair, was Daüd,s

faithful in Israel-
in Israel.* Whv

Butyou
do you

26And lra, a

raThen the klng ordered that :l-e. : _ - -- - -

tomb ot Klsh. Saul s father. at th. :. ., -
Benjamrn. After that, God ende': .:: . j-

Battles against Philistine Cian::
15once again the philistine: .,,-.

dant oi the giants-; hi) f:.-., : - , . _ -
lhansevenpounds,*an::- .. -- ,
He had cornered Dar.: , - ., :-
AbishaisonofZeruiahc::*.:, -: ::- --- ,:.
Philistine. Then Darid: . :- : . ., -.-- .'.
out to^battlewith us aE:::.',.. : . - :, :r -:.,., _ ,.. Li§ii o?
Israel?"

lsAfter this, theie r,.,: :::.-:: ::...: :::::.:: iire philis-
tines at Gob. As the.. t: -i:: S::::::: ::ri i:ushah killed
Saph,anotherder...:::.,--. :.::-.

4:6j



,, Daüd sang this song lo the LoRD on the day the LoRD

Z Z rescuedhimfrom all his enemies and from Saul. zHe 
ru

2 SAMUEL22...posele6
reDuring another battle at Gob, Elhanan son of Jair+ from

Bethlehem killed the brother of Goliath of Gath.* The
handle of his spear was as thick as a weaver's beam!

20In another battle \iÿith the Philistines at Gath, they en-
countered a huge man with six fingers on each hand and
six toes on each foot, twenty-four in all, who was also a de-
scendant of the giants. 2rBut when he defied and taunted
Israel, he was killed byfonathan, the son of Daüd's brother
Shimea.*

22These four Philistines were descendants of the giants
of cath, but David and his warriors killed them.

David's Song of Praise

sang:

"The LoRD is my rock, my forlress, and my savior;
3 my God is my rock, in whom I find protection.

He is my shield, the power that saves me,
and my place of safety.

He is my refuge, my saüor,
the one who saves me from violence.

4 I called on the Lono, who is worthy of praise,

and he saved me from my enemies.

5 "The waves of death overwhelmed me;
floods of destmction swept over me.

6 The grave* wrapped its ropes around me;
death laid a trap in my path.

7 But in my distress I cded out to the LoRD;
yes, I cried to my God for help.

He heard me from his sanctuary;
my cry reached his ears.

E "Then the earth quaked and trembled.
The foundations of the heavens shook;
they quaked because of his anger.

s Smoke poured from his nostrils;
fierce flames leaped from his mouth.
Glowing coals blazed forth from him.

ro He opened the heavens and came down;
dark storm clouds were beneath his feet.

1r Mounted on a mighty angelic being,* he flew,
soaring+ on the wings of the wind.

r2 He shrouded himself in darkness,
veiling his approach with dense rain clouds.

13 A gleat brightness shone around him,
and buming coals+ blazed forth.

14 The LoRD thundered from heaven;
the voice of the Most High resounded.

r 5 He shot arrows and scanered his enemies;
his lightning flashed, and theywere

confused.
r6 Then at the command of the LoP.D,

at the blast of his breath,
the bottom of the sea could be seen,

and the foundations of the earth were Iaid bare.

17 "He reached down from heaven and rescued me;
he drew me out of deep waters.

re They attacked me at a moment when I was in
but the LoPD supported me.

20 He led me to a place of safety;
he rescued me because he delights in me.

21 The LoRD rewarded me for doing right;
he restored me because of my innocence.

22 For I have kept the ways of the Lôno;
I have not tumed ftom my God to follow eüI.

zr I have followed all his regulations;
I have never abandoned his decrees.

zr I am blameless before God;

I have kept mysell from sin.
2s The LoRD rewarded me for doing right.

He has seen my innocence.

"To the faithful you show yourself faithful;
to those \dith inte$ity you show integdty.

27 To the pure you show yourself pure,
but to the wicked you show yourself hostile.

28 You rescue the humble,
but your eyes watch the proud and humiliate

2e O LoRD,you aremylamp.
The LoRD lights up my darkness.

30 Inyour stren$h I can crush an army;
with my God I can scale anywall.

3r "God's way is perfect.
All the LoRD's promises prove true.
He is a shield for all who look to him for

12 Forwho is God exceptthe LoRD?

Who but our God is a solid rock?
il Cod is my strong fortress,

and he makes my way perfect.
r4 He makes me as surefooted as a deer,

enabling me to stand on mountain heights.
3s He trains my hands for battle;

he strengthens my arm to draw a bronze bow.
36 You have given me your shield of üctory;

your help+ has made me $eat.
37 You have made a wide path for my feet

to keep them from slipping.

38 "I chased my enemies and destroyed them;
I did not stop until they were conquered.

3e I consumed them;
I struck them down so they did not get up;
they fell beneath my feet.

40 You have armed me with stren$h for the bafile;
you have subdued my enemies under my feet.

ar You placed my foot on their necks.
I have destroyed all rvho hated me.

a2 They looked for help, but no one came to their
They even cried to the LoRD, but he refused to

ans\{er.
43 I ground them as fine as the dust of the earth;

I trampled them* in the gutter like dirt.

s "You gave me victory over my accusers.
You preserved me as the ruler over nations;
people I don't even know now serve me.

45 Foreign nations cringe before me;

. . lives! praise to myRock!

-1. 
the Rock of my salvahon, be exalted!jJd.who pays back those who harm mej

I ' :.gs do\.m the nations under me. .ers me Irom my enemies.
: . -e sa fe beyond the reach of my enemies;
: . e me from violent opponents.
: Lor», I will praise you among the nations;
: i1g pralses to your name.
ieat üctories to your king;' ,ç unfailing love to your ànointed,, .r and all his descendants forever.,,

_ast Words
dre the last words of Daüd.

d the son of Jesse,speaks_
'"e man who was raised up so high,' . man anointed bythe God of Jac6b,: ne sweet psalmist of Israel.,

.t ol the I oRD speaks through me;
rds are upon my tongue.

_ ri Israel spoke.
, . cck of Israel said to me:

. \vho rules righteously,

. tles in the fear of Goâ,
: : [ght of moming at sunrise,

n orning \arithout clouds,
:leaming of the sun

. n,grass after rain.,

: my family God has chosen?
- has made an everlasting covenanl \4/ith me.-.ment rs arranged and guaranteed in every
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. I ensure my safery and success.
rodless are like thorns to be thrown away,

. ey tear the hand that touches them.
. 't.use iron tools to chop them down;
.! ril be totally consumed by fire.,,

A

E
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rs He rescued me from my powerful enemies, as soon as they hear of me, they submit. I
fromthosewhohatedmeandweretoostrong 6 Theyalllosetheircourage !

for me. and come tremblingürom their strongholds. H
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: ô moment when I was in disües
:,..lIed me.
.': safety;

:.ause he delights in me'

-e for doing right;

=ia.ise of my innocence.
,,,:', s ôf the LoRD;

. ,:in my God to follow evil.

:i :.gllations;
-:,i ed his decrees.
'-? Grd:
: ::rm sin.

: ::.e for doing right.
]J iC€rLCê.

. ::.s vourself faithful;
.-n:11 vou show inte$ity.
:r, 

" 
rurself pure,

: I -iu show yourself hostile.

::::, .he Proud and humiliale
.rr!
-:::r darkness.
i: arJsh an army;
:- r:a1e anYwall.

:-*rjes provetrue.
: :.. ',rho look to him for
:a:: .he LoRD?
.: :s : solid rock?
:::]. SS,
-. ,,,1\ perfect.
-:a:.cred as a deer,
ÿ;:.i on mountain heigh-i.
i ::r battle;
:: . ;m to draw a bronzË i:u'
, , r ir shield of ücton;
- iaa me great.
i- r? path for my feet
::- )ripplng.

:r:) 3nd destroyed ther
--.:. : lÊ\' were conquere:

I ,.,r. -io they did not gei -:
-::--.:eet.
-. ....h stren$h for th. :;:E
:<: ::i enemies unde::--, :e*
: . :a tareir necks.
: , . ,(ho hated me.

pasetgT...2 SAMUEL 23
:no lives! Praise to my Rock! r30nce during the hanest, when Daüd was at the cave of
God, the Rock of my salvaüon, be exalted! Adullam, the Ph]listine arrny was camped in the valley of

:e God who pays back those who harm me; Rephaim. The Three (who were among the Thirty_an étite
lngs down the nations under me group among Daüd's fighting med weit cown to meet him
-elivers me from my enemies. th.eré. l4David \.ÿas stayiig in Ée stonghold at the time, and a
I me safe beyond the reach of my enemies; Philistine detachmenitrùoccupied tËe town of Bethlehem.

,:ve,me fr_om_violent opponents. 15Daüd remarked longingiy io his men, ,,Oh, 
how I would

o Lono, I will praise you among the nations; love some of that good üat-ei from the wèll by the gate in)ingprarsestoyourname. Bethiehem." r6sû the Three broke through the philistine
: great victories to your king; iines, drew some water from the well by the gate in Bethle-
row unfailing love to your anointed, hem, and brought it back to David. But hâ refüed to drink it.
id and all his descendants forever." Instead, he poùred it out as an offering to the LoRn. r7,,The

l,ono forbid that I should drink thisl,,he exclaimed. ,,This
rst Words water is as precious as the blood of these men* who risked
j? are the lastwords of Daüd: theirlives tobringitto me." so Daüd did not drink it. These

td_ the son of Jesse, speaks_ are examples of the exploits of the Three.

he man who was raised up so hioh
:mananôintedbytn.coooflaËfiir, David's.ThirtyMightyMen
ihe sweet psalmi;t of Israel.* l8Abishai son of Zeruiah, the brother of Joab, was the leader

,i 0r the L.RD speaks through me; i:l§Ji]ii ;ëi.i:i J.'i,t*i;ÿ:i:i',I]'l ifl:, îl'ilI
: .is are upon my tûngue. came as famous as the Three. reAùishai was the most fa_:i lsraei spoke. mous of the Thirÿ* and was their commanàei, though he
.k of Israel said to me: was not one of the Three.
rho rules righteously, 2oThere was also Benaiah scn of |ehoiada, a valiant war_
Irs in the fear of God, rior+ from Kabzeel. He did many heroic deeds, which in-
ight of moming at sunrise, cluded killing two champions* oiMoaU. ,qnoihàr time, on aomingwithoutclouds, snowy day, hle chased a lion dovm into a pii ana hllea it.

:aming of the sun 21onée, aimed only \,ÿith a club, he killed à gràat Egptian
grass after rain.' warrior who was armed \,ÿith a spear. Benaiah"wrenched the
r,, familycodhaschosen? spear from the E$?tian's hand and killed him with it.
-,asmadeaneverlastngcovenanrwirhnie. 

:?_i19^r-]iL:-_ll*. made Benaiah as famous as the Three
-.nt is a*ansed and gu"aranteed i" ;".t H:rJ[..ï ],,,i:iiÂii#i;il;:i::i:l:i:Ti,liiilï:
.1sure my safety and success. And David made hlm captain oi nls bodvglard.

-.ess are iike thoms to be thrown a\,vay, z4other members of the Thi$ included:

..ar the hand that touches them. Asahel, Joab,s brother;
-.eiron.toolstochopthemdown; ElhanansonofDodofromBethlehem;!etotallyconsumedbyfire." 2s ShammahfromHarod;

:nriest warriors ," i':frt|.i}$Xi:*t,
- names of David's mighüest warriors. The lra son of Ikkesh from Tekoa;
ream the Hacmonite,* who was leader of the 2z Abiezer from Anathoth;-.ee mightiest warriors among Daüd,s men. Sibbecai* from Hushah;

s spear to kill 800 enemy warriors in a single æ Zalmon from Ahoah;
Maharai from Netophah;

. among the Three was Eleazar son of Dodai, 2e Heled* son of Baanàh from Netophah;
-{hoah. once Eleazar and Daüd stood to- Ithai* son of Ribai from Gibeah (in the land of

- : Philistines when the entire Israelite army Beniamid;
' ried Philistines until his hand was too tired 30 Benaiàh from pirathon;
: :nd the LoRD gave him a great victory that Hurai* from Nahale-gaash*;

.le army did not retum until it was time to 3r Abi-albon from Arabàh;r:.1 Azmaveth from Bahurim;. rvas Shammah son of Agee from Harar_ :, Eliahba from Shaalbon;
istines gathered at Lehi and attacked the the sons of Jashen;

, I full of lentils. The Israelite army fled, |onathan::son of Shagee+ from Harar;
:,eld his ground in the middle ofthe field Ahiam son ofSharar fiom Harar;

- Philistines. so the LoRD brought about a 34 Eliphelet son of Ahasbai from Maacah;
Eliam son of Ahithophel from Giloh;

::ioithesonssoflÿael;ottheTauoiteofthestronsOneollsaet.23:SaAsinparalleltextatlChrll:11;HebrewrcadsJosheb-
:rir 23:SbAsincreekandlatinversions{seeatso I Chr I t:t I);themeaningofiheHebrewisunc".tuin. 'ZjSiAiin;omeGreek
' 1 I :i 1);the meaning of the Hebrew is uncetuin, rhough ir might b€ rend ercàtheTtuee.It u6 Attino me pniie itw-B;iia aoo men'\h' 23:l7HPbps§hdllldrinkthcbloodofthe\imd?-2rtlsAsinafewHebrewmanuscriptsanosrjaiversiôn.mo*
::):]-ffee. 23:19tsillSlriacversion;Hebrewr.adsthemree. 23:2OaOrsmollehoiaaa,sonisiinii.'if,iOîij"urerr,"o::': iltertat1Ctu11:27isePalso1Chr27ilo);Hebrewreadsr?omPalti. 23:27Aiinso*"é,eetâinuri.tpt«r""rrr"rû,.1,.4ri 23:294Àsins.r.LlÊhrernanuscdpts(seealsolChrll:30);mostHebrewmanuscriptsreadHelih:l,zôOftin
ieb.enreadslflai 23r30âi!i:ilneGr€ekmanus.ripts(seealsolChrli:32);Hebret{reàsuiaaat zz:ioiorjrcntntl,_:ar.llelt€rta:1a1::ll.i:.::.,.1.:.ati..rjtnnn.ÿtimmdh,somÊGr.eirl:.san!:::È:j,j.jj;:j:t...ÿr,aÂnian.
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t /t Once again the anger of the LoRD bumed agai nst Is-

Za rael,and.he caused Daüd to harm lhem by takinB a

census. "Go and count the people of Israel and Judah," the

2 SAMUËL24...poqetsï
15 Hezro from Carmel;

Paarai from Arba;
16 lgal son of Nathan from Zobah;

Bani from Gad;
37 ZelekfromAmmon;

Naharai from Beeroth, Ioab's armor bearer;
38 Ira from iattir;

Gareb from Jattir;
3e Uriah the Hittite.

There were thirty-seven in all.

David Takes a Census

ludg
roBut

ment for David's Sin
after he had taken the census, Daüd's conscience be-

$eatly by taking this census. Please forgive my guilt Loro,
for doing this foolish thing."

llThe next moming the word of the Lonn came to the
prophet Gad, who was Daüd's seer. This was the message:
1 2"co and say to Daüd, 'This is what the Lono says: I will give

you three choices. Choose one of these
will inflict it on you."'

13So Gad came to Daüd and asked him, "Willyou
three* years of famine throughout your land, three
of fleeing fromyour enemies, orthree days of severe

throughout yow land? Think this over and
swer I should give the LoRD who sefit me."

r4"I'm in a desperate situation!" David replied
"But let us fall into the hands of the Lono, for his
great. Do not let me fall into human hands."

lsso the LoRD sent a plague upon Israel
it lasted for three days.* A total of 70,000 people

thoughout the nation, from Dan in the north to
in the south. l6But

lKnrcs
Auüror Uncertain; some have suggested leremiah c
Yyitten Uncertain, possibly shortÿafter King lehoiatrtent Effective leadership often has more io do w

that seems to be the case in the book of I t
the Hebrew Bible, covering the period wher
opens with the death of David, followed by
Temple in .lerusalem. The book then recoràl
into northern and southern halves (lsrael an
decision by Solomon's heir, Rehoboam. Der
chose to follow a policy of harsh rule, and tl
a chronicle of each king who ruled lsrael or
depending on his faithfulness to Cod and tl
between Eliiah the prophet and Ahab, king

as the angel was preparing
, relented and said to the

decide

to
deathrusalem, the LoRD

LoRD told him.
"Stop! That is enough!" At that moment the angel

LoRD was by the thrcshing floor of Araunah the
2So the king said to Ioab and the commanders* of the tzWhen Daüd saw the angel, he said to the LoRD,

army, "Take a census of all the tribes of Israel-from Dan in the one who has sinned and done wrong! But these
the north to Beersheba in the south-so I may know how are as innocent

gan to bother him. And he said to the LoRD, "I have sinned that have cost me nothing." So Daüd paid him fifty

many people there are." ser fall against
3But Ioab replied to the king, "May the Lono your God let "

you live to see a hundred times as many people as there are

now! But why, my lord the king, do you want to do this?"
4But the king insisted that they take the census, so Joab

andthe commanders ofthe armywentoutto countthe peo'
ple of Israel. sFirst they üossed the Jordan and camped at
Aroer, south of the town in the valley, in the direction of
Gad. Then they went on to Jazer, 6then to Gilead in the land
of Tahtim-hodshi* and to Dan-iaan and around to Sidon.
TThen they came to the fortress of Tlre, and all the towns of
the HMtes and Canaanites. Finally, they went south to Ju-
dah* as far as Beersheba.

8Haüng gone through the entire land for nine months
and twenty days, they returned to Jerusalem. rJoab reported
the number of people to the king. There )ÿere 800,000 ca-
pable warriors in Israel who could handle a sword, and
500,000 in Judah.

as sheep-whathave they done? Let
me and myfamily."

David Builds an Altar
l8That day Gad came to Daüd and said to him, "Go

build an altar to the LoRn on the threshing floor of
the Iebusite."

1 eso Daüd went up to do what the LoRD hâd
him. zoWhen Araunah saw the king and his men
ward him, he came and bowed before the king with
to the ground. 21"Why have you come, my lord the
Araunah asked.

Daüd replied, "I have come to buy your
and to build an altar to the LoRD there, so that he

24But the king replied to Araunah, "No, I insist on
it, for I will not present bumt offerings to the LoRD

silver* for the threshing floor and the oxen.
zsDaüd built an altar there to the LoRD and

bumt offerings and peace offerings. And the
swered his prayer for the land, and the plague on
stopped.

24.15

- rlis Old Age
- :\ id was now very old, and no matter how many
..s covered him, he could not keep warm. 2So his
d him, "Let us find a young virgin to wait on you

:rier you, my lord. She will lie in your arms and
.:rm."

.. searched throughout the land of Israel for a
.:r1, and they found Abishag from Shunem and

- .: to the king.4The girlwasverybeautiful, and she':: the king and took care of him. But the king had
:elations with her.

:,: Claims the Throne
:t time David's son Adonijah, whose mother was
r.gan boasting, "I will make myself king.,, So he

: rimself with chariots and charioteeriand re-
::l men to run in front of him. oNow his father,
:t, had never disciplined him at any time, even by
.', hy are you doing that?" Adoni,ah had been born

,: \bsalom, and he was very handsome.
.lah took Joab son of Zeruiah and Abiathar the- .r his confidence, and they agreed to help him be-

- g. sBut Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of |ehoiada,' .e prophet, Shimei, Rei, and Daüd,s personal body-
-':sed to support Adonijah.
- riah went to the Stone of Zoheleth* near the spring
:el, where he sacrificed sheep, cattle, and fattineà

:e invited all his brothers-the other sons of King
.rd all the royal officials of Judah, roBut he did not
:ihan the prophet or Benaiah or the king,s body-' 11s brother Solomon.

,., Nathan went to Bathsheba, Solomon,s mother,
id her, "Haven't you heard that Haggith,s son,
. has made himself king, and our lord Daüd doesn,t
r\! about it? r2If you want to save your own life and
i your son Solomon, follow my advice. r 3Go at once

r laüd and say to him,'My lord the king, didn,t you
Jw and say to me, "Your son Solomon will surely be
king and will sit on my throne,,? Why then has

.^ àecome king?' t4And while you are still talking
--, 

I will come and confirm everythingyou have said.;
iathsheba went into the king's bedroom. (He was

- now, and Abishag was taking care of him.) r6Bath-
: rrved do\ /n before the king.
:t can I do for you?" he asked her.
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24:2AsinGreekversion(seealso24:4and1Chr21i2);Hebrewreads,foabthecofrmqflder- 24:6CreekversionreadstoGileadafld
oftheHittites.24tTOttheAuenttotheNegeÿofludoh.24:lSAsinGreekversion(seealsolChr2l:12);Hebrewreadsseren.
designatedtifre.24t24Hefuew50shekelsoîsi!!er,abotl)]otncesor5T0gramsinwei8hl.

.a Serp ent's Stone ; Grcek version supports read ing Z oh el a t\ :, . a : : -. - 1 -

rhe plague." I
22"Take il, my lord the king, and use it as you wish," q

nah said to Daud. "Here are oxen for the burnt offerinSd

Lor.o {



:s L:lloose one of these
i,- J.

? lr Da!'ld and asked him, "WillYou
':-:.ne throughout Your land,
. tiI enemles, or three daYs of
: -:nd? Think this over and

. e ihe LoRD who sent me."
..s)erate situationl" David replied

:..i tne hands of the LoRD, for
::: iall into human hands."

I Kllscs
s.:.1 a plague upon Israel that

-:: 3avs.* A total of 70,000
:::.cn, from Dan in the north
: -i :s the angel was PreParing
::: relented and said to the

' , .::i the king, and use it
-.: Hereareoxenforthe

to
death

:: )L eep-what have theYdone?

::. and mYfamilY."

an Altar
-:1e to Daüd and said to him,

: ::.. LoRD on the threshing floor

::-;p to do what the Lonn had
iaLnah sawthe men

=-. and bowed
z-why have You come, mY lord

L

,: : have come to buy Your
- :.iar to the LoRD there, so that he

trey searched throughout the land of Israel for a
girl, and they found Abishag from Shunem and

her to the king. 4The girl was very beautiful, and she
'ler the king and took care of him. But the king had

relations with her

ah Claims the Throne

:l\ men to run in front of him. eNow his father,
;, had never disciplined him at any time, even by

stead, Adonijah has nade hrmself krng, andmy lord the king
does not even kno\\ aboLt rt. reHe has sacrificed many cat,
tle, fattened calves, and sh.eer and he has lnvited all the
king's sons to attend the celebratron. He also inüted Abia-
thar the priest and Joab, the commander of the army. But he
did not invite your servant Solomon. 20.{nc nou, my lordthe

people
to

of

iuthor Uncertain; some have suggested jeremiah or a group of prophets
.Vritten Uncertain, possibly shortly after King Jehoiachin's release in 562 B.c.

-ontent Effective leadership often has more to do with character than with accomplishments. At least
that seems to be the case in the book of 1 Kings. The books of 1 and 2 Kings form one book in
the Hebrew Bible, covering the period when kings ruled lsrael after David's reign. First Kings
opens with the death of David, followed by the reign of Solomon and the building of the
Temple in Jerusalem. The boôk then records Solomon's death and the division of the kingdom
into northern and southern halves (lsrael and Judah). This division resulted from a foolish
decision by Solomon's heir, Rehoboam. Despite wise advice from his older advisers, Rehoboam
chose to follow a policy of harsh rule, and the nôrthern tribes rebelled. First Kings then begins
a chronicle of each king who ruled lsrael or ludah, giving him a rating of either good or bad,
depending on his faithfulness to Cod and the covenant. The book closes with a great conflict
between Elijah the prophet and Ahab, king of lsrael.

in His Old Age rTShe replied, "\1\ lord, r ou made a vow before the LoRD
rour God \\len r,ou said to me,'Your son Solomon will
surely be the nù\i king and \\11] sit on my throne.' rEBut in-

. h_v are you doing that?" Adoni,ah had
' ,\bsalom, and he was very handsome.

king, all Israel is waiting for you to announce trho will be-
come king after you. 2rIf you do not act, m\ son Solomon
and I will be treated as criminals as soon as my lord the king
has died."

22While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the
prophet arrived. 23The king's officials told him, "Nathan the
prophet is here to see you."

Nathan went in and bowed before the king with his face
to the ground. 24Nathan âsked, "My lord the king, have you
decided that Adonijah will be the next king and that he will

should be the next king?"

David Makes Solomon King
,8King David responded, "Call Bathshebal" So she came
back in and stood before the king. ,eAnd the king repeated
his vow: "As surely as the LoRD lives, who has rescued me
from every danger,35/our son Solomon willbe the next king
and will sit on my throne this very day, iust as I vowed to you
before the LoRD, the God of Israel."

:rThen Bathsheba bowed down with her face to the
ground before the king and exclaimed, "May my lord King
David live foreverl"

r2Then King David ordered, "Call Zadok the priest, Na-
than the prophet, and Benaiah son of lehoiada." tr\hen thev
came into the king's presence, 33the king said to them' 13 ke
Solomon and my officials down to Gihon Spr:rg Si i:::. ::
to ride on my ownmule. 34There Zaiûi lr: ::.:: :::r'.:

been born

i: and peace offerings.
.,.:r for the land, and the

. And the
plague on

sit on your throne? 25Today he has sacrificed many cattle,
rh took Ioab son of Zeruiah and Abiathar the fattened calves, and sheep, and he has inüted all the king's

sons to attend the celebration. He also invited the com

::i went to the Stone of Zoheleth* near the spring

manders ofthe armyand Abiatharthe priest. Theyare feast-
ing and drinking x,ith him and shouting,'Long Iive King
Adonijah!' ,6But he did not invite me or Zadok the priest or
Benaiah or your sen'ant Solomon. 27Has my lord the king
really done this without letting anY of his officials knowwho- rvhere he sacrificed sheep, cattle, and fattenedreads to Gilead and to

-- _ llrHebrew readsseud- 24t15 .nvited all his brothers-the other sons of King
: ali the royal officials of Judah. roBut he did not
- rn the prophet or Benaiah or the king's body-
: brother Solomon.
'\athan went to Bathsheba, Solomon's mother,

r 1er, "Haven't you heard that Haggith's son,
,s made himself king, and our lord David doesn't

., rout it? 12If you want to save your own life and
:r son Solomon, follow my adüce. r 3Go at once
J and say to him,'My lord the king, didn't you
,id say to me, "Your son Solomon will surely be

:g and will sit on my throne"? Why then has
:.:ome king?' laAnd while you are still talking

confirm everything you have said."
- .ill come and

-.reba went into the king's bedroom. (He was
and Abishag was taking care of him.) r6Bath-

: dolr,n before the king.
I do lor you?" he asked her

-ri1i-r SIoh?; Greek version supports reading Zoheleth as a prcper name.

qri

- lt time Daüd's son Adonijah, whose mother was
regan boasting, "I will make myself king." So he

: :umself with chariots and charioteers and re-

a$eed to him be-
: sBut Zadok the



you, my lord the king, ând may he make Solomon's reign manders, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether.
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rarnls hom and shout, 'tong live King Solomon!' 3sThen es-
cort him back here, and he will sit on my throne. He will suc-
ceed me as king, for I have appointed him to be ruler over
Israel and Judah."

36"Amen!" Benaiah son of Iehoiada replied. "May the
Lono, the God of my lord the king, decree that it happen.
rzAnd may the Lono be with Solomon as he has been with

even $eater than yours!"
38So Zadok the pdest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of

Jehoiada, and the king's bodyguard* took Solomon down to
Gihon Spring, with Solomon dding on King Daüd's own
mule. seThere Zadok the priest took the flask of olive oil

shouted, "Long live King Solomon!" {And all the people fol-
lowed Solomon into Ierusalem, playing flutes and shouting
for joy. The celebraton was so joyous and noisy that the
earth shook with the sound.

+tAdoniiah and his guests heard the celebrating and
shouting iust as they were finishing their barrquet When
Joab heard the sound of the ram's hom, he asked, "Whal's
going on? Why is the ciÿ in such an uproar?"

a2And while he was still speaking, Jonathan son of Abia-
thar the priest arrived. "Come in," Adonijah said to him, "for
you are a good man. You must have good news."

43"Not at all!" lonathan replied. "Our lord King Daüd has

iust declared Solomon king! «The king sent him down to
Gihon Spring with Zadok the pdest, Nathan the prophet,
and Benaiah son of fehoiada, protected by the king's body-
guard. They had him ride on the king's own mule, {sand Za-
dok and Nathan have anointed him at Gihon Spring as the
new king. They have iust retumed, and the whole city is cele-
bratng and reioicing. That's what all the noise is about.

David's Final lnstructions to Solomon
] As the time of King Daüd's death approached, he gave
Z this charge to his son Solomon:

2"I am going where everyone on earth must someday go.
Take courage and be a man. 3observe the requirements of
the Lono your God, and follow all his ways. Keep the de-
crees, commands, regulations, and laws written in the [âtÿ
of Moses so that you will be successful in all you do and

wherever you go. alf you do this, then the Lom will keepÊ
promise he made to me. He told me,'lI your descendill
live as they should and follow me taithtullv with all lHr-
heart and ioul, one of them will always sit on the throned
Israel.' rrl

s"And there is something else,. You knowwhatJoab sonül{

Zeruiah did to me \dhen he murdered my two army co

tended that itwas an act ofwar,but it was done in a
peace,* staining his belt and sandals with innocent
6Do with him what you think best, but
and go to his $ave in peace.*

7"Be kind to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead. Make

8"And remember Shimei son of Gera, the man from
hurim in Benjamin. He cursed me with a terrible
was fleeing to Mahanaim. When he came down to
at the Jordan River, I swore by the LoRD that I would
him. eBut that oath does not make him innocent. You
wise man, and you will know how to arrange a bloody
for him.*"

roThen David died and was buried with his
the Ciÿ of Daüd. llDavid had re4ned over Israel for
years, seven of them in
lem- l2Solomon became

Hebron and thirty-three in
king and sat on the throne of

his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.

Solomon Establishes His Rule
t:One dayAdonijah,\.ÿhose mother \4/âs Haggith, came
Bathsheba, Solomon's mother. "Have you come with
ful intentions?" she asked him.

"Yes," he said, "l come in peace. 14In fact, I have a

ask of you."

"What is it?" she asked.

know he will do anything you request. Ask
Abishag, the girl from Shunem."

. 'Nith this request. zaThe Lono has confirmed me and
: rne on the throne of my father, Daüd; he has estab-
:ry dynasty as he promised. So as surely as the Lono
: ,nijah will die this very day!" zsSo King Solomon or_

naiah son of Jehoiada to execute him,-and Adon ijah
to death.
:r the king said to Abiathar the priest, ,,Go 

back to
ine in Anathoth. you deserve to die, but I \4/ill not kill
,,.because you carried the Ark ofthe Sovereign LoRD
.d my father and you shared all his hardship-s.,, zzg6
r deposed Abiathar from his position as priest of

thereby fulfilling the prophecy rhe Làno had
\hrloh conceming the descendants of Eli.

, ,r had not joined Absalom,s earlier rebellion. but he,d Adoniiah's rebellion. So when Joab heard about
. -.'s death, he ran to the sacred tent of the LoRD and
r ôn to the horns of the altar. 2ewhen this was re_
: King Solomon, he sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada to,itm.

. riah went to the sacred tent of the LoRD and said to
-.e king orders you to come out!,,
:b answered, "No,I will die here.,,
-aiah retumed to the king and told him what Joab

,( he said," the king replied.,,Kill him there beside
,nd bury him. This will remove the guilt of ,oab,s. murders from me and from my faiher,s family.

rr willrepayhim* forthe murderi of two menwhb
:e righteous and better than he. Formyfatherknew

r i )out the deaths of Abner son of Ner, commander
-my of Israel, and of Amasa son of Jether, com_,f the army of Judah. ::May their blood be on Joab
-.cendants forever, and may the LoRD grant peace
, David, his descendants, his Oynas-ty, ana nls

- .naiah son of Jehoiada retumed to the sacred tent
, - Ioab, and he was buried at his home in the wilder_

-Len the king appointed Benaiah to command the
:'lace of Joab, and he installed Zadok the priest to
:lace ofAbiathar.
iing then sent for Shimei and told him,,,Build a

:re in Ierusalem and live there. But don,t step out-
rty to go an),.r/ÿhere else. 3z0n the day you so much
.he Kidron Valley, you will surely die; and your
5e on your own head,,,

ei replied, "Your sentence is fair; I will do whât_ i

:d the kingcommands.,,So Shimei lived in Jerusa_ I: cngtime.
:.ree years later two of Shimei,s slaves ran a\i/av to I

sh son of Maacah of Gath. When Shimei learned r

:; were, 40he saddled his donkey and went to Gath i
or them. When he found them, he brought them ,

.:usalem. - 
t

ron heard that Shimei had left ]erusalem and had t
' \ and returned. azso the king sent for Shimei and t. 'Dldn't I make you swear by the LoRD and warn
1o anyr,vhere else or you would surelv die? And c

r'Thesentenceisfair;lwilldoasyousây.,.r11.,.n,
. :', t you kept your oath to the LoRD and oteyed my r

.lng also said to Shimei, ,,you certainlv..*e*b". I
.,ed things you. did to my father, David. May the \,
bring that eül on your own head. asBut niay l,

ron, receive the Lono,s blessings, and may one of r
'cendants always sit on this tÈrone in tÉe pres-
, ill tetum his blood on his om head_

from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon \ryith the oil. permanent guests at your table, for they took care of
Then they sounded the ram's horn and aii the people whenlfledfromyourbrotherAbsalom.

6what's more, Solomon is now sitting on the royal thone "What is it?" she asked.
as king. +21n6 ul1 rne royal officials have gone to King David !5He replied, "As you know, the kingdom was
and con$atulated him, saying, 'May your God make Sol-
omon's fame even greater than your own, and may Sol-
omon's reign be even greater than yoursl'Then the king
bowed his head in worship as he lay in his bed, qand he said,
'Praise the LoRD, the God of Israel, who today has chosen a
successor to sit onmythrone while I am still alive to see it."'

rvlhen all of Adoniiah's guests jumped up in panic from
the banquet table and quickly scattered. soAdoniiâh vÿas

afraid of Solomon, so he rushed to the sacred tent and
glabbed on to the homs of the altar. srword soon reached
Solomon that Adonijah had seized the homs of the altar in
fear, and that he was pleading, "Let King Solomon swear to-
dây that he will not kill mel"

s2solomon replied, "if he proves himself to be loyal, not a
hair on his head will be touched. But ifhe makes trouble, he
\,ÿill die." 53So King Solomon summoned Adonijah, and they
brought him dolvn from the altar. He came and bowed re-
spectfully before King Solomon,who dismissed him, saying
"Go on home."

one favor to ask of you. Please don't tum me down."

tTHe replied, "Speak to King Solomon on
to

Adoniiah's behalf.
her, and he bowed

',what is it, my mother?" he asked. "You know I
fuse you."

zt"Then let your brother Adonijah mârry Abishag,
from Shunem," she replied.

22"How can you possibly ask me
Adonijah?" King Solomon demanded.

to give
"You might d

ask me to give him the kingdom! You know that he
older brother, and that he has Abiathar the priest
son of Zeruiah on his side."

z3Then King Solomon made a vow before the
God strike me and even kill me if Adoniiah has not

marry
r8"All right," Bathsheba replied. "I will speak to

for ycu."
leso Bathsheba

his throne again, the king ordered that a throne be
for his mother, and she sat at his right hand.

20"I have one small requ€st tû make of you," she
hope you won't turn me do',rm."

li3SqebtewtheKerethitesandPelethit*;alsoiîlt44.2t5aOtHemÿrddeàthemduingatimel
u4r 2:5b As in some Greek and Old Latin manuscripts; Hebrewreads with the blood of uar. 2É
peoce. 2:9 Llebte\ÿ hou to bing his uhite head doon to Sheol inblood.

it



-. thentheLonowill
::lC me, 'If your
'.r me faithfullY
,':ii alrvays sit on

with
the

, ü/ith this request. 24The LoRD has confirmed me and
.re on
Iry

to death.

to Abiathar the priest, "Go back to
You deserve to die, but I \,ÿiil not kill

in to the horns of the altar. 2eWhen this was re-
.: King Solomon, he sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada to
nIm.

:ah went to the sacred tent of the Lono and said to
king orders you to come out!"

. i answered, "No, I will die here."
riah returned to the king and told him what Joab

.s he said," the king
This.rd bury him.

rurders from me
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ence of the Lom." 6Then, at the king's command, Benaiah
son of Jehoiada took Shimei outside and killed him.

So the kingdom was now firmly in Solomon's grip.

Solomon Asks for Wisdom
] Solomon made an alliance)uith Pharaoh, the king of
J Egypt, and married one of his daughters. He brought
her to live in the City of David until he could finish building
his palace and the Temple of the Lono and the wall around
the city. 2At that time the people of Israel sacrificed their
offerings at local places of worship, for a temple honoring
the name of the LoRD had not yet been built.

:Solomon loved the Lono and followed all the deoees
of his father, Daüd, except that Solomon, too, offered sacri
fices andbumed incense atthe localplaces ofworship. rThe
most important of these places of worship was at Gibeon, so
the king went there and sacrificed 1,000 burnt offerings.
5That night the LoRD appeared to Solomon in a dream, and
God said, "What do you wan? Ask, and I will give it to you!"

6Solomon replied, "You showed faithful love to your ser-
vant my father, Daüd, because he was honest and true and
faithful to you. And you have conünued your faitlful love to
him todayby giüng him a son to sit on his throne.

7"NoW O LoRD my God, you have made me king instead
of my father, David, but I am like a little child who doesn't
know his way around. aAnd here I am in the midst of your
own chosen people, a naüon so great and numerous they
cannot be counted! ecive me an understanding heart so that
I can govern your people well and know the difference be-
tween right and wrong. For who by himself is able to govern

andhave notaskedfor a

and fame! No other king in alltheworldwill be compared to
you for the rest of your life! raAnd if you follow me and obey
my decrees and my commands as your father, Daüd, did, I
will give you a long life."

lsThen Solomon woke up and realized it had been a
dream. He returned to Jerusalem and stood before the Ark
of the Lord's Covenant, where he sacrificed burnt offerings
and peace offerings. Then he invited all his officials to a
great banquet.

Solomon ludges Wisely
r6some time later two prostitutes came to the king to have
an argument settled. l7"Please, my lord," one ofthem began,
"this woman and I Iive in the same house. I gave birth to a
baby while she was with me in the house. r8Three days later
this woman also had a baby. We were alone;there were only
two of us in the house.

re"But her baby died during the night when she rolled
over on it. 2oThen she got up in the night and took my son
from beside me while Iwas asleep. She laidher deadchild in
my arms and took mine to sleep beside her. 2lAnd in the
moming when I tried to nurse my son, he was dead! But
when I lookedmore closelyin the morninglight,l saw that it
wasn't my son at a11."

22Then the other woman interrupted, "lt ceftainh Has
your son, and the Iiving child is mine."

"No,"thefirslwomansaid 1fe.....: ' : -*:: -

replied. "KiI him there beside
will remove the guilt of |oab's
and from my father's family.

king appointed Benaiah to command the
]oab, and he installed Zadok the priest to
Abiathar.
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37On the dayyou so much
will surely die; and your

, ,- will repay him* for the murders of two men who
, righteous and better than he. Formyfatherknew

of Ner, commanderrut the deaths of Abner son
-rr of Israel, and of Amasa son of |ether, com- thisgreatpeopleofyours?"

,he army of Judah. 33May their blood be on Ioab
. , :endants forever, and may the LoRD grant peace

Daüd, his descendants, his dynasty, and his

- 
r iah son of Jehoiada returned to the sacred tent

: : ab, and he was buried at his home in the lÿilder-jlen 
the

',eof
::e of

: then sent for Shimei and told him, "Build a
r, Ierusalem and live

else.
you

l-, rak me
:.:anded.

to
a-c-

on your own head."
-iplied, "Your sentence is fair; I will do what-

. .re kingcommands." SoShimeilivedinierusa-
. tlme.
- r'ears later two of Shimei's slaves ran away to

'n of Maacah of Gath. When Shimei learned
, :e, aohe saddled his donkey and went to Gath
rem. When he found them, he brought them

r ii]l.
' -:ard that Shimei had left Jerusalem and had
- : returned.42So the king sent forShimei and
r:]'t I make you swear by the LoRD and warn
:",ilvhere else or you would surely die? And
. sentence is fair; I will do as you say.'+:1hgn
rept your oath to the Lono and obeyed myDrPT "

'::: I I ril

-..i 
\l-- :;

)r said to Shimei, "You certainly remember
-. :rgs you did
- ii,at evil on

to my father, Daüd. May the
your own head. 4sBut may I,

': '-nhisblood mhîs Mhead.

Sovereign Lono

the Lono had

,,^^4

but he
about

to the sacred tent of the Lono and

that Solomon had asked for wis-
have asked forwisdom

roThe

dom.



1 KINGS 4...poge2o2

the dead one is yours." And so they argued back and forth
before the king.

aThen the king said, "Let's get the facts süaight. Both of
you claim the living child is yours, and each says that üe
deadonebelongstothe other. zaAlright,bringmea sword."
So a swordwas brought to the king.

zsThen he said, "Cut the liüng child in two, and giye half
to one woman and half to the other!"

uThen thewomanwhowas the realmother of the liüng
child, and who loved him very much, cried out, "Oh no, my
lordl Give her the child-please do not kill himl"

But the otler woman said, "A1l dght he will be neither
yours normine; diüde him between us!"

2zThen the king said, "Do not kiil the child, but give him to
the woman who wants him to live, for she is his rhother!"

æWhen â11 Israel heard the king's decision, the people
were in awe of the king, for they saw the wisdom God had
given him for renderinglusüce.

Solomon's Officials and Governors
/ Kine Solomon now ruled over all Israel,2and [hese were
ff hisËighofficiur*

Azariah son of Zadokwas the priest.
3 Elihoreph ând Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, were court

secretaries.

fehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the royal histodan.
4 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was commander of the army.

Zadok and Abiathar\,ÿere priests.
s Azariah son of Nathan was in charge of the district

govemors.
Zabud son of Nathan, a priest, was a trusted adüser to

rhe king.
6 Ahishar was manager of the palace property.

Adoniram son of Abda was in charge of the labor force.

Tsolomon also had twelve district govemors who were
over all Israel. They were responsible for proüding food for
the kinÿs household. Eâch of th€m ârranged proüsions for
one month of the year. aThese are the names of the twelve
govemors:

Ben-hur, in the hill country of Ephraim.
e Ben-deker, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth-shemesh, and

Elon-bethhanên.
t o Ben-hesed, in Arubboth, including Socoh and all the

land of Hepher.
I I Ben-abinadab, in all of Naphoth-dor.* (He was married

to Taphath, one of Solomon's
tz Baana son of Ahilud, in Taanach

daughters.)
and Megiddo, all of

Beth-shan* near Zarethan below Jezreel, and all the
territory ftom Beth-shan to Abel-meholah and over
to ]okmeam.

13 Ben-geber, in Ramoth-gilead, including the Towns of
Jair (named for Jair of the tribe of Manasseh*) in
Gilead, and in the Argob region of Bashan, including
sixÿ large fortified towns with bronze bars on their
gates.

14 Ahinadab son of [ddo, in Mahanaim.
ls Ahimaaz, in Naphtali. (He was married to Basemath,

another of Solomon's daughters.)
16 Baana son of Hushai, in Asher and in Aloth.
17 Jehoshaphat son of Paruah, in Issachar.

There was also one govemor over the land of luda{

Solomon's Prosperity and Wisdoin I
2oThe people of Judah and Israel were as numerous
sand on the seashore. They were very contented, $'ith
to eat and drink. 21*Solomon ruled over all the
from the Euphrates River* in the north to the land
Philistines and the border of Eglpt in the south. The
quered peoples of those lands sent tribute money
omon and continued to serve him throughout his

22The dailyfoodrequirements for Solomon's
150 bushels of choice flour and 300 of
23also 10 oxen from the fattening pens, 20

-r son, \ryhom I \,vill place on your throne, will t1
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.ke you Sidonians!,, 
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-:rge of this labor force. r5Solomon n156 126- Templ
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ômple ot the Lono. This was 4g0 yeais after ths being 7' 
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.nple-that King Solomon built for t6s 16xp \a,25 spreaé .

'g 30 feet wide, and 45 feet high., r11l. .n6, wings tc
lront of the Temple was 30 feet"* wiO., .unnini t*o cne
ntire wldth of rhe Temple. tt projected ounuiiS 2eHe- m rne lront ol the Temple. 4solomon also made the mair

:)\ed \4/indows throughout lhe Temple. open fl(
- - a complex o[ rooms against the outer walls oi gôta.- i. ail the way around the sides and rear of lhe IFor

. ,fh€ complex was three stories high, ttre UottoÀ fte aoor
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cattle, l00
and choice

sheep or goats, as well as deer, gazelles,
pouitry.*

24solomon's dominion extended over all the
west of the Euphrates River, from Tiphsah to
there was peace on all his borders. zsDuring the
Solomon, all of Judah and Israel lived in peace
And from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the
family had its own home and garden.*

zeSolomon had 4,000+ stalls for his chariot
he had I 2,000 horses.*

and

lacking during the month assigned to him.
brought the necessary barley and straw for the qoyal

in the stables.
2ecod gave Solomon very great wisdom and

standing, and knowledge as vast as the sands of
shore. 30In fact, his wisdom exceeded that of all

27The district governors
King Solomon and his court;

faithfully
each sure

the Ezrahite and
Darda. His fame

the

the
men of the East and the wise men of Egypt. 31He

than anyone else, including Ethan
of Mahol-Heman, Calcol, and
throughout all the surrounding nations. 32He

some 3O00 proverbs and wrote I
speâk with authority about aI kinds
cedar of Lebanon to the tiny hyssop that $ows

was the newking of Israel, he sent ambassadors
late him.

2Then Solomon sent this message back to Hiram:

3"You know that my father, David, was not able to
build a Temple to honor the name of the LoRD his
God because of the many \,ÿars waged against
surrounding nations. He could not build untr!

Preparations for Building the Temple
15 t*King Hiram of Tyre had always been a loyal
J Oavia. When Hiram learned that Daüd's son

 tzzÂeblewjOcafs[s.sktloliterùofchoicefltur6îd.60co6l17][lohte$)ofmeal.4t23
its w Sroptuine mdwdîits owfrg tfee. 4:26aAsinsome Greeknanuscripts(seealso
charioteec. 5:1 Verses 5: 1 - I 8 are numbered 5:1 5-32 in Hebrew text.

gave him victory over ail his enemies. 4But ncw
my God has given me peace on every side; I have rr
enemies, and ail is well. 5So I am planning to build i
Temple to honor the narne of the Lono my God,
he harl instructed rny father, Daüd. For the LoRD

Help

in 1:-{
Ot afldlatteted geese- 4i25
2 Chr 9;25); Hebrewreads 40,000. Ar 12,C; :

r6 Shimei son of Ela, in Beniamin.
1e Geber son of Uri, in the land of Gilead,* including tir

territories of King Sihon of the Amorites and Kiçl
of Bashan. I

toI

33He

in a wall. He could also birds I
creatures, andfish.
ambassadors to listen to



:f Gilead,x including ti*
:i rhe Amoriles and

: .rer the land of JudatL'

Wisdom
l€1. were as numerous
i fery contented,with

over all the
--i.,e north to the land
:El?t ln the south.
s sent tdbute'r. throughouthis
:'.s for Soiomon's

=:.d 300 bushels of
:er.:ng pens, 20

=-- 
as deer

Gaa

:'our son, whom I will place on your throne, will
: :he Temple to honor my name.'

herefore, please command that cedars from
- on be cut for me. Let my men work alongside', and I will pay your men whatever wages you ask.
r know, there is no one among us who can cut

.: Iike you Sidonians!"

.: Hiram received Solomon's message, he was very
: rnd said, "Praise the LoRD today for giüng David a

:0 be king of the $eat nation of Israel." tThen he
:eply to Solomon:

: received your message, and I will supply all the
:nd cypress timber you need. rMy servants will

- .ee logs from the Lebanon mountains to the
. :nanean Sea* and make them into rafts and float

riong the coâst to whatever place you choose.
,, e will break the rafts apart so you can carry the

., ay. You can pay me by supplying me with food
:rousehold."

::ram supplied as much cedar and cypress timber
-.n desired. lrln retum, Solomon sent him an an-
- ent of 1 00,000 bushels* of wheat for his house-
: i 10,000 gallons* ofpure olive oil. r2So the LoRD
: rm to Solomon, iust as he had promised. And Hi-
!rlomon made a formal alliance of peace.
- King Solomon conscripted a labor force of

-. en from all Israel. r4He sent them to Lebanon in
-100 every month, so that each man would be one
Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram

-arge of this labor force. rssolomon also had
,nmon laborers, 80,000 quarry workers in the
r', r6and 3,600* foremen to superyise the work.
..ng's command, they quanied large blocks of
:r stone and shaped them to make the founda-
i lemple. rsMen from the city of Gebal helped
lnd Hiram's builders prepare the timber and

'-.e Temple.

- Builds the Temple
r midspring, in the month of Ziv,* during the- 
, ear of Solomon's reign, that he began to con--.nple of the LoRo. This was 480 years after the
:ael were rescued from their slavery in the land

-.ple that King Solomon built for the LoRD was
. 30 feet wide, and 45 feet high.+ 3The entry

. :ront of the Temple was 30 feet* wide, running
.:trre \.vidth of the Temple. It proiected outward
r, the front of the Temple. 4solomon also made

..ied windows throughout the Temple.
: complex of rooms against the ouler walls of

. 3ll the way around the sides and rear of the
a complex was three stories high, the bottom

-: : feet wide, the second floor 9 feet wide, and- 0lô feet wide.* The rooms were connected to
-^.e Temple by beams resting on ledges built out

So the beams were not inserted into the walls
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TThe stones used in the constmcüon of the Temple were
finished at the quarry, so there was no sound ofhammer, ax,
or any other fuon tool at the building site.

8The entrance to the bottom floor* was on the south side
of the Temple. There were \.ÿinding stairs going up to the
second floor, and another flight of stairs between the sec-
ond and th-ird floors. eAfter completing the Temple struc-
ture, Solomon put in a ceiling made of cedar beams and
planks. roAs already stated, he built a complex of rooms on
three sides of the building, attached to the Temple walls by
cedartimbers. Eachstoryof the complexwas 7y, feet* high.

llThen the LoRD gave this message to Solomon: r2"Con-

ceming this Temple you are building, if you keep all my de-
crees and regulations and obey all my commands, i will
fulfill throughyou the promise I made to your father, David.
1rI l,ÿill live among the Israelites and will never abandon my
people Israel."

The Temple's lnterior
rrSo Solomon finished building the Temple. tsThe entire in-
side, from floor to ceiling was paneled with wood. He pan-
eled the walls and ceilings wth cedar, and he used planks of
cypress for the floors. r6He partitroned off an inner sanctu-
ary-the Most Holy Place-atthe farend of the Temple.Itwas
30 feet deep and was paneled !ÿith cedar from floor to ceil-
ing. lzThe main room of the Temple, outside the Most Holy
Place, was 60 feet* long. reCedar paneling completely cov-
ered the stone walls throughout the Temple, and the paneling
was decorated\.ÿith carvings ofgourds and open flowers.

rrHe prepared the inner sanctuary at the far end of the
Temple, where the Ark of the Lono's Covenant would be
placed. ,oThis inner sanctuary was 30 feet long, 30 feet
wide, and 30 feet high. He overlaid the inside with solid
gold. He also overlaid the altar made of cedar.+ 2!Then Sol-
omon overlaid the rest of the Temple's interior with solid
gold, and he made gold chains to protect the entrance* to
the Most Holy Place. 22So he finished overlaÿng the entire
Temple wilh gold, including the altar that belonged to the
Most Holy Place.

23He made two cherubim of wild olive* wood, each
1 5 feet* tall, and placed them in the inner sanctuary. 24The

wingspan of each of the cherubim was 1 5 feet, each wing
being 772 feet* long. 25The two cherubim were identical in
shape and size; zoeach was 15 feet tall. 27He placed them
side by side in the inner sanctuary ofthe Temple. Their out-
spread wings reached from wall to \dall, while their inner
wings touched at the center of the room. 28He overlaid the
two cherubim with gold.

2eHe decorated all the walls of the inner sânctuary and
the main room with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers. :oHe overlaid the floor in both rooms with
gold.

3lFor the entrance to the inner sanctuary, he made dou-
ble doors of wild olive wood with five-sided doorposts.*
rzThese double doorswere decoratedwith carvings of cher-
ubim, palm trees, and open flowers. The doors, including
the decorations of cherubim and palm trees, were overlaid
with gold.

l:Then he made four-sided doorposts ofwild olive wood
:5:llaHebrew20000co/st3,640kilolitersl.5:llbAsincreekyersion,whichreads20,0oor4fhJ[42Oklloliters]Geealso2Chr
ri20cols,aboutS00gallonsor3.6kilolitersinvolume. S:l6AsinsomeGreekmanuscripts(seealso2Ch.2i2,18);Hebrewreads3,300.

'i lhe month of Ziÿ, which is the secoîd fronth. this month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of Apri I

':-.\ÿ60ilbitsf27.6nete$)long,20ilbitslg.2nete§)wide,and3\@ritr[13.8merers]hi8h.6:3;Hebrew20ehrslg2metersl;
.3bHebrewl0dbir§[4.6meters].6i6HebrNthebottomfloorbeingsebitsl2.3meter§uide,thesecondfloor6dbitsl)8r..,..s:

-r7ry&ifr[3.2meters]uide.6:3AsinGreekversion;HebrewreadsmiddleTtoor.6:l0Hebrew5rurûs[2.3meters] 6r17H:r-e*
.il. 6t2OOroÿdlaidthe1ltarwithcedaLlhemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain. 6i2'lOttodraùturtaiTa.,.sj I'.-:j::i::'..\i 6i23ajrpiîe;Hebrewreadsoilf/ee;alsoin6:31,33.6t23bqebtew10cubits[46meters]ialsot.6l-rl: 6)!-.-.

6:3'l Themeaningof theHebrewisuncertain.
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for the entrance to the Temple. 34There were two folding
doors of cÿ?ress wood, and each door was hinged to fold
back upon itself. 3sThese doors were decorated with cary-
ings ofcherubim, palm trees, and open flowers-all overlaid
evenly with gold.

srThe walls ofthe inner courtyard were built so that there
was one layer of cedar beams between every three layers of
finished stone.

37The foundation of the Lono's Temple was laid in
midspring in the month of Ziv,* during the fourth year of
Solomon's reign. 38The entire building was completed in
every detail by midautumn, in the month of Bul,* during the
eleventh year of his reign. So it took seven years to build the
Temple.

Solomon Builds His Palace

7 Solomon also built a palace for himself, and it took him
/ Ihirleen years to complete the construction.

2One of Solomon's buildings was called the Palace of the
Forest of Lebanon. It was i 50 feet long, 75 feet wide, and
45 feet high.* There were four rows of cedar pillars, and
great cedar beams rested on the pillars. 3The hall had a ce-
darroof. Above the beams on the pillars were forÿ-five side
rooms,* arranged in three tiers of fifteen each. 4On each
end of the long hall were three rows of windows facing each
other. sAll the doorways and doorposts* had rectangular
frames and were arranged in sets of three, facing each
other.

0Solomon also built the Hall of Pillars, which was 75 feet
long and 45 feet wide.+ There was a porch in front, along
with a canopy supported by pillars.

zSolomon also built the throne room, known as the Hall
of lusüce, where he sat to hear legal mafters. It was paneled
with cedar from floor to ceiling.* ssolomon's living quarters
surrounded a courtyard behind this hall, and they \.vere con-
structed the same way. He also built similar liüng quarters
for Pharaoh's daughter, whom he had married.

gFrom foundation to eaves, all these buildings were built
from huge blocks of high-quality stone, cut with saws and
trimmed to exact measure on all sides. losome of the huge
foundation stones were 15 feet long, and some were
1 2 feet* long. 1 lThe blocks of high-quality stone used in the
walls were also cut to measure, and cedar beams were also
used. r2The walls of the $eat courtyard were built so that
there was one layer of cedar beams between every three lay-
ers of finished stone, iust like the walls of the inner court-
yard of the LoRD's Temple with its entry room.

Furnishings for the Temple
l3King Solomon then asked for a man named Huram* to
come from Tlre. r4He was half Israelite, since his mother
was a widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father had
been a craftsman in bronze from T1re. Huram was ex-
tremely skillful and talented in any work in bronze, and he
came to do all the metal work for King Solomon.

cast bronze capitals, each 7ÿz feet+ tall. rzEach

decorated with seven sets of latticework and
chains. 18He also encircled the latticework vÿith t!ÿo

-. femple. {He also made the necessary wash_.. s, and bowls.
Huram completed everything King Solomon

- -.,m to make for the Temple of the LoRD:

llars;
: , ,vl-shaped capitals on top of the pillars;
-:ûvorks of interwoven chains thaidecorated
. - itals;

- lmegranates that hung from the chains on the
: s (two rows of pomegranates for each of the- -.etworks that decorated the capitâls on top of: ,ars);
.3ter carts holding the ten basins;

, ,rd the twelve oxen under it;
:uckets, the shovels, and the bowls.

, le all these things of burnished bronze for the' .he Lono, iust as King Solomon had directed.
. rad them-cast in clay molds in the lordan Valley
,:cothandZarethan. 4Tsolomondidnotweighail

' - because there were so many; the weight o1 the
, ü not be measured.

- -n also made all the fumishings of the Temple of
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lsHuram cast two bronze pillars, each 27 feet tall and side of the Temple
1 I feet in circumference.* r6For the tops of the pillars he bronze basin called

'.: Solomon finished ail his work on the remote of lT.îen S

ien he brought all the gifts his farher, OaUà, rraa ïl^ jlM
- -rhesilver,thegold,and thevariousarticles_an.l *o,r,'ei
- leminthereasuriesoftheLoRD,sTemple.,,OLo

3rousht to the rempte :l*i- nthensummonedtoJerusalemtheeldersofls_ youin
,-d all the heads of the tribes-the leaders of the irromi,miiies_of the lsraelites. They r,ÿere to bring the inatp

-oRD's Covenant to the Temple from its locition hand's
tDavid,alsoknownasZion.2Soalllhemenofls_ 2s,,1

- ,ried.before King Solomon at the annual Festival additir': which is held in early autumn in the month of fitfrei

riL the elders of Israel arrived, the priests picked :Xi:j. 'Ihe priests and Leütes brought up theïrk of 26No\,ÿ
:.ong wlth the special tent* and all the sacred sen?n- iad been in it. sThere, before the Ark, King Solo- ,ii1
: e entire communiÿ oflsrael sacrificed sàmany highei. and cattle that no one could keep count! i;ï;i
, priestscarriedtheArkoftheLoRD,sCovenant rnJÂ,-rer sanctuary of the Temple_the Most HolV Draver: llaced it beneath the wings of the cherubirn uo, *,

. -im spread their wings over the Ark, forming a where.: the Ark and its cafing poles. aThese poËs af*i*
.'that their ends could be seen from the iem_ yo, É.,' om-the Holy place-but not from the outside. ior.*' there to this day. eNothing was in the Ark ex_ i,;;; ;;

., r stone tablets thât Moses had placed in it at forgive
? testiÿalinthe Mth Ethanim, whi(h is the swflrh n@th. The FestiEl of !lldr alendar. This day occutred in late September, OO"U"[, 

"i 
aarfr'lt"r*i

_ I Lnr I o:I. ôi9 Hebtry at Horeb, anothermme forSinai. E:1 3 Some (

the one on the south Jakin, and the one on the north
22The capitals on the pillars were shaped like water
And so the work on the pillars was finished.

23Then Huram cast a great round basin, 15 feet
from rim to rim, called the Sea. It was 7y2 feet
about 45 feet in circumference.* 24It was encircled
low its rim by two rows of decorative gourds.
about six gourds per foot* all the way around, and
cast as part of the basin.

2sThe Sea was placed on a base of twelve bronze
all facing outward. Three faced north, three faced
three faced south, and three faced east, and the Sea

on them. 20The walls of the Sea were about three
thick, and its rim flared out like a cup and
lilyblossom. It could hold about 1 1,000 gallons+ of

2THuram also made ten bronze water carts, each
long, 6 feet wide, and, y2feettall.*
with side panels braced with crossbars. æBoth the
and the crossbars were decorated with carved lions,
and cherubim. Above and belo\ry the lions and oxen
wreath decorations. roEach of these carts had four
wheels and bronze axles. There \ryere
the bronze basins at the comers of the carts;
were decorated on each side with carvings of wreaths.
top of each cart had a rounded frame for the basin. It
,ected 1y, feet* above the cart's top like a round
and its opening was 2Ye feet* across; itwas decorated
outside with carvings of wreaths. The panels of the
were square, not
wheels that were r

round. 32under the panels were
connected to axles that had been

one unit with the cart. The wheels were 2y4 feet in
r3and were similar to chariot wheels. The axles,
rims, and hubs were all cast from molten bronze.

slThere were handles at each of the four comers
carts, and these, too, were cast as one unit \ryith
3sAround the top of each cart was a rim nine inches
The corner supports and side panels were cast i

with the cart. 36carvings of cherubim, lions, and
decorated the panels and comer
was room, and therewere wreaths 37All

carts were the same size and were made alike, for
cast ftom the same mold.

3sHuram also made ten smaller bronze basins,
each cart. Each basin was six feet across and
220 gallons* of water. 3eHe set five water carts on

and five on the north side.
the Sea was placed near the

- altar;
i table for the Bread of the presence;

-r)ÿands of solid gold, five on the south and five
- e north, in front of the Most Holy place;

. . r decorations, lamps, and tongs-all of gold;
bowls, lamp snuffers, bowls, dishes, anà

\e_bumers-all of solid gold;
tor the entrances to the MosT Holv place and'ain room of the Temple, with theirîronts

:ld with gold.

pomegranates to decorate the capitals overthe pillars.l
capitals on the columns inside the entry room were sll
like water lilies, and they were six feeti tall. æThe crl
on the two pillars had 200 pome$anates in twol
around them;beside the roundèd sur"face next to thefl
work. ?lHuram set lhe pillars at lhe entrance of the Tf
one toward the south and one toward the north. He rl

ü

h

andNovember. 7:2Hebrew

7:15 Hebrew
alsoinT:38.

h,

r



::r 7Y2 feet+ tall. rTEach

:€is of latticework and
:..d the latticework with
r:e the
: :l stde entry room were
È,, \\'ere six feet* tall. 2oThe

: 100 pome$anates in tuE
: :: unded surface next to the
r:l..rs at the entrance of the
:; one toward the north.
:ir and the one on the north

poge2O5...1 KINCS 8

Mount Sinai,* where the LoRD made a covenant with the
people of Israel when they left the land of Eg}?t.

lowhen the priests came out of the Holy Place, a thick
cloud filled the Temple of the LoRD. lrThe priests could not
continue their service because of the cloud, for the glonous
presence of the Lono filled the Temple.

: ,rS rVere

:: ,3rs was
shaped like
finished.

the

Solomon Praises the LoRD
rzThen Solomon prayed, "O LopD, you have said that rc:
would live in a thick cloud of darkness. r3Now I hare b-... a

glorious Temple foryou, a place where you can live fore',:: -

r4Then the king turned around 1o the entire cornr. -:..:,
of Israel standing before him and gave this :..i:.:.i
ls"Praise the LoRD, the God of Israel,who has kepl 'j.. ::::- -

ise he made to my father, Daüd. For he told ::. ::.-.:
r6'From the day I brought my people Israel oul :: :a.:: i
have never chosen a ciÿ among any of the n-ibe s : : - r :: : : :
the place where a Temple should be built to hc: : : :: . - : -.
But I have chosen Davidto be kingover m\ ]:': i ':-r.

17Then Solomon said, "My father, Dar:d r.: ::: : : : -.. :
this Temple to honor the name of the Lo3.l ---. .,,- - - ..: :-
el. rsButthe LoRD told him,'You wanted :: : - : . ..* :..
tohonormyname.Yourintentionis::-:i'-- - ;-: -

theonetodoit.Oneofyourounsc::.'- :- :'-. .-- 
-

tar; to honor me.'

rblefortheBreadof thePresence; 20"AndnowtheLoRDhasful::..::---::::- ,::: -::.
:-:andsofsolidgold,fiveonthesouthandfive forlhavebecomekinginmvfo-:::!:::::r: -- :::

'orth,infrontoftheMoslHolyPlace; thethroneoflsrael,justas.^;. : -- -
lecorations,lamps,andtongs-allofgold; thisTempletohonorthe-:-'--- ' -j : :j
,wls, Iamp snuftàrs, bowls, üishes, an"d el. ztAnd I have prepar.: : : .: .1 -

bumers-ail of solid gold; contains the covena" '',' - i . '' -.-
:crthe entrances to thi Most Holy Place and torswhen he brought ::.- - -: - : :: :'

, n room of the Temple,with their fronts
:withgold. Solomon's Prayer of Dedication

,romonfinishedalihisworkontheTenlor.or iLlln^lo]omon 
stood b':'':' :-; :':' ''-

nhebroushrarrrhesirrshisr;ii;;:;illiHi i:l}i:l*ï:,"#[iJll,' ,'a. i ' -.- : -- ::'
' . silver, t he gold, and the various articles-and

.ninthetreasuriesof theLoRD'sTemple, "OLoR-D,Godcf Isr.:.::....:.I :.: .= .-.:.:ll
ofheare:ai-.. -: -: -::::i-- ta :-- \a:prcur

:-rughttotheTemple [.\Ê:::::::--.,. -- i -. ."': t- .\a]kbefore
:hensummonedtoJerusalemtheeidersof Is- rl;.:.r::. .. .a::..,-,- :-: -:':.a::::l\our
,lheheadsof thetribes-theleadersof ùre F':.-:-::i':.:-:::-i: -:': - ','-..- ,.-.-oce

-riiesof thelsraelites.Theyweretobringthe thatprcm:s. i,.----..:-::rr -:-:- : :,,,.--..-riro\\r1
:.D's Covenant to the Temple from its locaüon hands 1'ou haYe iu:..-..; .. ::':: .

-avid,alsoknownasZion.2Soallthemenofls- 2s"Andnow,OLoRJ G:d::.s:":. -:::-, -.:tihe
, J before King Solomon at the annual Festival additional promise i'ou madÈ i: ,. : -r r. :.: rt 3and, m1,
rich is held in early autumn in the month of father. For you said to him, 'lf vour i._.:.: :a:.is glard

their behavior and faithfully follo| me as ,, :: La,. e
're elders of Israel arrived, the priests picked done, one of them vÿill always sit on the Îhrcr.e ôi Israel.
:,e priests and teütes brought up the Ark of 26Now, O God of Israel, fulfill this promise to Your

3 with the special tent* and all the sacred servantDaüd,myfather.
: : oeen in it. sThere, before the Ark, King Solo- 2z"But vÿill God really live on earth? Why, even the
.itre community of Israel sacrificed so many highest heavens cannot contain you. How much less this

': d catlle that no one could keep count! Temple I have built! æNevertheless, listen to my prayer
::rests carried the Ark of the LoRD's Covenant and my plea, O Lono my God. Hear the cry and the
,: sanctuary of the Temple-the Most Holy prayerthatyourservantismakingtoyoutoday.rMay
r-ed it beneath the \,ÿings of the cherubim. youwatchoverthisTemplenightandday,thisplace* spread their wings over the Ark, forming a where you have said, 'My name will be there.' May you
-: Ark.and its carrying poles- EThese poles aiwaysheartheprayerslmaketowardthisplace.roMay-:t their ends could be seen from the Tem- you hear the humble and earnest requests from me and-:-the HolyPlace-butnotfromthe outside. your people Israelwhenwepraytow:ard this place. yes,
- . re to this day. eNothing was in the Ark ex- hear us from heaven where ÿou live, and wheir you hear,
::e tablets that Moses had placed in it at forgive
: rliflthenmthEthaîim,uhichisthestuenthmorth.TheFestiElofSheltersbeganonthefiiteenthdayoftheseÿenthmonthofthe
:rrendar.Thisday@curedinlateSeptember,October,orearlyNovember. St4PrebrwtheTdto/Me;rir8;i.e.,thetentmentioned-:161.8:9Hebrew4rHo/eb,anothernameforSinai- 8:l3SomeGre€ktextsaddthelinelsthisnoturitteniitheBookofl6har?

: Eieat round basin, 15 fed
I i:e Sea. It was 7Y2 feet
-ie:ence.* 24Itwas

,-r ri decorative gourds.
,::- all thewayaround,and

: :r a base of twelve
:--.: iaced nofth, three
.-r-iee faced east, and the
:: t:e Sea were about tfue
. - -: ,lke a cup
:.: eDout 1 1,000gallons'
:en bronze water carts,
:: leet tall.* 28They

! Àith crossbars. nBoth
. decorated with carved
::rd below the lions and
ia.r of these carts had
5. There were supportiGÉ
e comers of the carts:
-. slie uith carvings
iLrunded frame for
:--,. .art's top like a rour,l

. iæi- across;itwas
:: r,reaths. The panels ;f
rr r2under the paneis
.lÊ1 to axles that had
::a i\heels were 2Y4 fee:
::.:riot rvheels. The aü*r

. :::t from molten bronre

.s at each of the four
lare aast as one unit h::
--. aafi was a rim nine
:.i >ide panels were

;. :: :hen:bim, Iions,
r--.i a.r:ner supports
i:. \rrealhs all around-
:t ::rc rçere made aiikt.
.:
:: r smailer bronze
,i:s stx feet across ana
rrie set fivewater
: irre on the north ri.
= Sea rvas placed nea:

.:. ::i:: 713ù.;5ri:.-
::li :.:aiatJ 7:6Hi:::-.

_ - :aa nonths of a.: \a

illbii':ia. I --'--

,
':.": ':rinar 7:10uztu
'- --a :€ason melnoiÈ;
r -::::: 7:19 Harr?'^.:':r :: -:.àra,ri+ ; me:ê- L- r:

. a.- a/i1t 7.23]i,ê"... -

...4dil I

TtE il

:ne Temple. {He also made the necessary wash-
-vels, and bowls.
, st Huram completed ever,'thing King Solomon
:d him to make for the Temple of the LoRD:

Dillars;
rowl-shaped capitals on top of the pillars;
letworks of interwoven chains that decorated
.,pitals;
eomegmnates that hung from the chains on the

:ls (two rows of pomegranates for each of the
networks that decorated the capitals on top of
,iars);
, ater carts holding the ten basins;
,:ld the twelve oxen under it;
:ruckets, the shovels, and the bowls.

:e all these things of bumished bronze for the
:he Lono, iust as King Solomon had directed.

. .ad them cast in clay molds in the Jordan Valley
- .oth and Zarethan. 4Tsolomon did not weigh all
,. because there were so many; the weight of the

- not be measured.
r also made allthe furnishings of the Temple of

iirfll
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:r"If someone wrongs another person and is required
to take an oath of innocence in front of your altar in this
Temple, 32then hear from heaven and judge between
youriervants-the accuser and the accused. Punish the
guilty as they deserve. Acquit the innocent because of
their innocence.

33"Ifyour people Iÿael are defeated by their enemies

because they have sinned againstyou, and if they turn to
you and acknowledge your name and pray to you here in
this Temple, 34then hear from heaven and forgive the
sin of your people Israel and retum them to this land
you gave their ancestors.

3s"If the skies are shut up and there is no rain
because your people have sinned against you, and if they
pray toward this Temple and acknowledge your name

ànd turn from their sins because you have punished

them, rothen hear from heaven and forgive the sins of
your servants, your people Israel. Teach them to follow
the right path, and send rain onyour land thatyou have

given to your people as their special possession.
cz"If there is a famine in the land or a plague or crop

disease or attacks of locusts or caterpillars, or if your
people's enemies are in the land besieging their towns-
whatever disaster or disease there is-38and ifyour
people Israe'l pray about their troubles, raising their
hands toward this Temple, 3ethen hear from heaven

where you live, and forgive. Give your people what their
actions deserve, for you alone know each human heart.
sThen they wilt fear you as long as they live in the land
you gave to our ancestors.

41"In the future, foreigners who do not belong to your
people Israel will hear of you. They will come from
distant lands because of your name, 42for they \ryill hear
of your gleat name and your strong hand and your
po\ryerful arm. And when they pray toward this Temple,
43then hear from heaven where you live, and $ant what
they ask of you. In this way, all the people of the earth
will come to know and fear you, just as your own people

Israel do. They, too, will know that this Temple I have

built honors your name.
«"If your people go out where you send them to fight

their enemies, and if they pray to the LoRD by tuming
toward this city you have chosen and toward this
Temple I have built to honor your name, 45then hear

their prayers from heaven and uphold thet cause.
6"If they sin against you-and who has never

sinned?-you might become angry with them and let
their enemies conquer them and take them captive to
their land far away or near. 47But in that land of exile,
they might tum to you in repentance and pray, 'We have

sinned, done eül, and acted wickedly.' 4If they tum to
you with their whole heart and soul in the land of their
enemies and pray toward the land you gave to their

this ciÿyou have chosen, and toward
built to honor your name-4ethen
and their petition from heavenwhere

possession."

tire congregation of Israel:
s6"Praise the LoRD who has given rest to his

)ust as he promised. Not one word has failed,
derful promises he gave through his servant

the Lonn our God be wilh us as he was with

the LoRD be before him constantly, day and night,

to the LoRD. 63solomon offered to the Lopo a

of 22,000 cattle and 1 20,000 sheep and

king and all the people of Israel dedicated
LoRD.

64That same daythe
the courtyard in front
burnt offerings, grain offerings, and the fat of
ings there, because the bronze altar in the LoRD's

was too small to hold all the
and the fat of the peace offerings.

65Then Solomon and all l$ael celebrated the

dedication of the altar and seven days for the
Shelters.* 66After the festival was over,* Solomon

his senant Daüd and to his people Israel.

had planned to do. 2Then the LoRD appeared to
second time, as he had done before at Gibeon.

said to him,

commands, decrees, and

compare 2 Chr 7:8- 1 0.
at 2 Chr 7:9-10.

' ii vou or your descendants abandon me and
the commands and decrees I have given you,
r! serve and worship other gods, zthen I will
Israel from this land that I have given them.

I have made holyto honor
-. ect this Temple that

Agreement with Hiram

. rertheless, Hiram paid+ Solomon 9O00 pounds+

Many Achievements
i the account of the forced labor that KingSolomon

to build the Lopo's Temple, the royâl palace, the
terraces,'* the wall of ferusalem,andthecities of w

'eHe
.here his chariots and horses* could be stationed.
everything he desired in Jerusalem and Lebanon

entire realm.

9t1 4b Hebtew 120 talmts
9rl9 i

(

I
(
(
t
a

k

h

h
fl
u
f,

goats.

ancestors-toward
this Temple I have
hear their prayers

HebrEi ,

Hebrewisuncertain l
10:1 I :

1011 7 -.
8:65a
8:66 10:16 Hebrew

I

abandon

earth
other.

as you are
62Then

us. saMay he glve ll3l
and to obey all the d

presel(

needs. 6oThen

LoRD alone is there il
command§l

all Israel with him offered sacrl c
d

them, srfor
their captors watch over it, for it is dear to myheart.

4"As for you,

iron- godliness, as father

off*. :.1l
So Hiramcalled that

"worthless"), as it is still known
And soü

h

king of Eglpt,

550ofthem en
vanous proiects.

his lyife. Pharaoh's go
m;
inE

thÉ

I laüdtorhe Then he

the altar he had built for the
bumt offer-

smelting furnace of Eglpt.
52"Mayyour eyes be open to my requests and to the

requests of your people Israel. May you hear and answer

them whenever they cry out to you. 5rFor when you sit on the throne of



::,r our ancestors out of Eglpt, o sovereign

:§ion. "

dication of the Temple
Solomon finished making these prayers

the

.:gatron of Israel:
::sÊ the LoRD who has given rest to his
: ::lmised. Not one word has failed
::rises he gave through his servant
: ::: God be with us as he was vr'ith our
:e,È: leave us or abandon us.

: c: nis will in everything and
our

: ir,i may givaiustice to me and to

:d the answer \ryill be,'Because his people
- : ned the LoRD their God, who brought their

- rs out of Egypt, and they worshiped other gods

- and bowed down to them. That is why the LoRD' xght all these disasters on them."'

Agreement with Hiram
)olomon twenty years to build the LoRD's Temple

Visit of the Queen of Sheba
,/lWhenthequeenofShebahearc-i. - -. .^r
flrl whichbroughthonortotieràmc ''-: . -: ' ,1e

came to test him with hard questions. 25l-. : :r . . : : .. :. sa -

lem with a large group of attendants anl : .i:: _,. , , .r of
camelsloadedwithspices,largequar:-i, .'. - .- : ::e-
cious jewels.Whenshemetwith Solo::- ,:.': .:: {tth
him about everything she had on her :-.-: - : : : , - :: had
answers for all her questions; nothin: r. : : : :.: - : :t : : :'the
kingtoexplaintoher. aWhen the c-.:- :: :-.:, ::: :zed
howverywiseSolomonwas,and\:i-.--.'. : : :'a
had built, sshe was overwhelmec i-. --...: àl
the food on his tables, the organ:r::: - . . - , :: - ,.. :rd
their splendid cloÏhing, the cuJ-:i:-..- . - -
ferings Solomon made at the i - : .. - . .

6she exclaimed to the k -i : .. - '- - 
-'

country about your achie\. -:--' ' , -
didn'tbelievewhatwassar - - .,- -: .' --j
withmyowneyes. Infac:.-,-- :. - 

-

wrsdom and prosper,n,--. --
happyyourpeople'nu. -. .. : :-
cials tostand here da. .''. ::.
ePraisethefoRDV(,: - .- :. -- -j 

.

placed you on the -. : - ' ,' 
'... :i . - ..

eternalloveforlrià( -..-i .-.- .:-. -.
with justiceand -r!-.( -.--,.roThenShega\..-ii.-:j;.:'.-,.-- - _: .. :
gTeatquantili<s. r :: .<. :. : r-<. -: .

weresomar\spriesc:--j: --s:-.-.- -. - - ' - -'
gave to Kint Solomon.

Ir(ln addinon. H.ram s sr..l. :: -i-. . . - -

andtheyalsobroughr n.h .a-;:.r .. --t .: - .. j' ': 
-

preciousjewels.2lhei:!-.:- -. :'- i -:.
railingsforrheTempL -':c :---: - :.. -::
lOLon)lTUCIl\feo-j-t-- ::---- -...
or.lr .\o,-:(:: -r.-.- - - _,. .- --t:.

rl'.-a: .-.-.- '.. --..-- r'.--

OU:.,:,:- .-.- ., j : : -..: - :.- -. 
- .:

their oHn land.

receivedabout25 toi.,s- ::.: : :l:.ts
additional revenue he rece,rel ftom

all the kings of Arabia, and rhe go\.

poge207...1 KINCS 10

: lt if you or your descendants abandon me and Lono. He also bumed incense to the LoRD. And so he fin-
: :, the commands and decrees I have given you, ished the work of building the Temple
' ouserveandworshipothergods,Tthenlwill 26King Solomon also built a fleet of shtps at Ezion-
- Israel from this land that I have given them. geber, a port near Elath* in the land of ldcFr along the
'.iect this Temple that I have made holy to honor shore of the Red Sea.* 2THiram sent erpe::er :ei creivs of
re. Iwillmakelsraelanobjectof mockeryand sailorstosailtheshipswithSolomon'sr.Ê: r3Jie\ sailed

amongthenations.aAndthoughthisTcmpleis 1o_Ophirandbroughtbacktosolomonsc::<','.'.r.t::'
.ive now, all who pass by will be appalled and will ot gold.

. .heir heads in amazement. They will
. LoRD do such terrible things to this
-nple?'

ask,'why
land and to

.n royal palace. At the end of that time, rrhe gave
.rns in the land of calilee to King Hiram of Tyre.-:d preüously proüded all the cedar and cypress

. i gold that Solomon had requested.)r2But when.1:: mav you be completely faithful to the
i, rou always obey his decrees and
:e doing today."

Jl .:tlle and 120,000 sheep and
: :. :-.e people of Israel dedicated

,: ÿme day the
1,?rd in front He
..aLrgs, grâin offerings, and the fat
--a lecause the bronze altar in the LoRD's

s-:r, to hold all the bumt offerings,
-:1 .i the peace offerings.
,--. S.r.lmon and all Israel celebrated the
' :: ::e presence of the Lonn our God.
,-. : : .-. Erihered ftom as far away as

5 :: each day's
r iT.ow that the

-. ir: the Brook of
:: ar. ior fourteen

needs. 6oThen

Lono alone is and

Eglpt in the south.
days in all-seven

t:. :: ihe altar and seven days for the
' t{fter the festival was over,*

::,: Darid and to his people Israel.

RD's Response to Solomon
clonon finished building the Temple of
.:.- :: ::,e royal palace. He completed
::- :: do. 2Then the LoRD appeared
line, as he had done before at GibeorL
i[,
: : .rrd your prayer and your petition.'::--:.. 

apart tô be holy-this place you
: :: , : ame yr,ill be honored forever. I
: -.:: it for it is dearto myheart.

- : :: .tu if you will follow me with
:i:i :s Da\id your father did,
:-l: :s ircrees, and regulations,

-:: .:,::hrone ofyour d)nastyover
:.::. ::s promise to your father,
t.: -::,dants w-ill always sit on the
'--..-. j it - .ompare parallel text at 2 Chr 7:8- 1 0.

"z :: ::. iir5; compare parallel tqt at 2 Chr 7:9- 1 0

rvhich means "worthless"), as it is still known to-
:rtheless, Hiram paid+ Solomon 9,000 pounds*

's Many Achievements
- e account of the forced labor that KingSolomon

tobuildtheLoRD's Temple,theroyalpalace,the
terraces,* the wall ofJerusalem, and the cities of

and Gezer. r6(Pharaoh, the king of Egypt,
Gezer, killing the Canaanite pop-

to his daughterdown. He gave the city
she married Solomon. tzSo Solomon

Gezer-) He also built up the tovr,ns of Lower
: raBaalath, and Tamar+ in the \.vildemess within
'le builttowns as supply centers and constructed
.:e his chariots and horses+ could be stationed.
.q{hing he desired in Jerusalem and Lebanon

: 
-.cut his entire realm.

- : charioteers. 23Solomon appointed 550 of them ernors of the land.

I
Solomon's Wealth and Splendor

:m to serve as fighting men, govemment offi-
l4Each year Solomon
did not include the

.-s and captains in his army, commanders of his merchants and traders,

:es each year Solomon presented burnt offer-

16King Solomon made 200 large shields of hammered
gold, each weighing more than fifteen pounds.- rTHe also
made 300 smaller shields of hammered gold, each rveigh-
ing nearÿ four pounds.+ The king placed these shields in
the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon.

.:-e offerings on the altar he had built for the rsThen the king made a huge throne, decorated with

lecrees, and

therea

:J

: rhe

r moved his wife,
Then he

9,19 Ot md charioteers.
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f]:1CLt: I.-,!ls nor obeyed my decrees and reg- s<
rs uaud hrs lather did. la. I \^/ill.not take the entire kingdom from Solomon at li
ror lne sake ot my sewant David, the one whom I w.
I wno oDeyed my commands and decrees, I will

: -on as leader for the rest of his life. :snui f uiii ev. rgdo,m away from his son and give ten oi tf,. .. rHis son will have one tribe so t-hat the descen_ iai
, ,d my servant will continue to reign, sninn! fite '-

erusalem,.thecity I have chosen to Èe tne pUË foi ter'-And I \,ÿiil place you on the lhrone of lsiaet,inà
..e over alt that your heart desires. iBIf you listen to
.ou and follow my ways and do whaiever I con_
ngnL and if you obey my decrees and commands,

ànt David did, then I will always be u/ith you I wiil
,n enounng dlnasty for you as I did for David, and l
'aet tô you. rgBecause of Solomon,s sin I rill pun_ .

(Lendants of Daüd-though not forever.,,, . ,
ron tried to kill Jeroboam, bul he fled to King Si :.:$pt and stayed there until Solomon died.

, rrthern Tribes Revolt
: .hoboam went to Shechem, where all lsraer nad
. ,lhered to make him king. 2When Jeroboam son of

rrd of this, he retumed from Eg]?t,, for he had:$pt to escape from King Solomon. iThe leaders of
- nmoned him, and Jeroboam and the whole assàm_
,:ael went to speak vÿith Rehoboam. 4,,your father'd,masler," they sajd. .,Lighten 

the harsh Iabor de_,r9.,Î.rry taxes that your falher imposed on us.
- r\1ll be your loyal subjects.,,

boam replied, "Cive me three days to think this-:n come back for my answer.,, So ihe people weni

' of the events in Solomin,s reign, includrng,.. -, _ 
_

- -d his wisdom, are recorded in fre B ook or ihe t,,. _,.
. rn. 42solomon ruled in lerusalem over al I Is:. t. : 

_ :
. :rs- +:When he died, he was buried in the Cift :- l._ ::--

èd for his father. Then his son Rehoboan -,.1. ,'king. 
:an

sh
2rv

me
tro(
kinl

2

hot
oflr
isw
Isra
ing!
hon

King Rehoboam discussed the maner with the lerr
.n who had counseled his father,Solo.on.,,wnuiii lile,
.:ce?" he asked. ,.How 

should I answer tnese pü] cJui

ld.errounselors replied,.,l{ you ur. *illing to be u 'n9u
' these.people today and give them a favorible an_ kinp

_\ 
r 4l atways be your loyal subiects.,, o.oi- enoooam rejected the adüce of the older men and Lom

- >ked the opinion of the young men wno naa grown oi iu- rm and were now his advisers. e"What is yoir ad- zr', asked-them. "How should I answer thesé peoole sold
.l me to lighren rhe burdens imposed bv mv fâti,eiZ; inii
ÿoung men replied, ,,This 

rs what you should tell gods
.nplainers who wart a lighler burden: ,Uy 

Iinle fin_ "-ii
cker than my father,s waistl ilyes, my father laid ther,

-rdens.on you, but I,m going to maké them even the o
\4)' rather beat you \.vith whips, but I will beat you to *.pions!"'

':è. days later |eroboam and all the peopte .eturnea ani J
ehoboam's decision, just as rhe tii g hua *d.i.à. ;ài.

roboamspoke harshlytothepeople, torherejected stitutJ or tne older counselors rrand followed the coun- dar o
:epk version and Latin Vulgale {see also 2 Chr I O:) r: Hebreh redd. ,, .:. . I .:: I 4). Hebrew reads Idotâm. t2t2ÿ Hebrcw pr"uit u,)nuii.,, - -

jr calendar occuned in late october or earlyN;vil;;;';;;;iil-',.: :

weapons, spices, horses,

I silver and

Ashtoreth, the
Ammonites.

what was in the Lopo's

turned

done.

the LoPD, the God of I$ael, who
roHe hadwarned

servants.

Molech,* the

to follow the

of Moab,

wives to

listen
"Since

hand of and I will ten of the
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:i:1 some of the Israelite soldiers

iom your son. trAnd even so,I üll
. ilnsàom; I will let him be king of
n' irvant Daüd and for the sake

r r my sight. He has not obeyed my decrees and reg-
r s David his father did.
' i will not take the entire kingdom from Solomon at

- For the sake of my servant David, the one whom I
: who obeyed my commands and decrees, I will
inon as leader for the rest of his life. 3sBut I will
iingdom away from his son and give ten of the
:u. :oHis son will have one tribe so that the descen-
ryid my seryant will continue to reign, shining like

ierusalem, the city I haye chosen to be the place for
r/And I wiil place you on the throne of Israel, and

:ie over all that your heart desires. 3slfyou listen to
you and follow my ways and do whatever I con-

:. right, and ifyou obey my decrees and commands,
rnt David did, then I will always be with you. I will
1 enduring dlnasty foryou as I did for Daüd, and I
rael to you. reBecause of Solomon's sin I will pun-
,.endants of Daüd-though not forever."'
on tried to kill Jeroboam, but he fled to King Shi-

:.pt and stayed there until Solomon died.

-,, of Solomon's Reign
rf the events in Solomon's reign, including all his

. .',is wisdom, are recorded in 7he Bo 0k of ihe Acts
42solomon ruled in ]erusalem over all Israel for
r:When he died, he was buried in the Ciÿ of Da-

r ior his father. Then his son Rehoboam became
'rg.

'rern Tribes Revolt
rboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had
:red to make him king. zWhen |eroboam son of
: of this, he retumed from Eglpt,* for he had

-': to escape from King Solomon. 3The leaders of
-.oned him, and Jeroboam and the whole assem-

went to speak urith Rehoboam. 4"Your father
rlaster," they said. "Lighten the harsh labor de-
nealy taxes that your father imposed on us.

. be your loyal subiects."
,n replied, "Give me three days to think this
.lme back for my answer." So the people went

-,9 Rehoboam discussed the matter vÿith the
:,0 had counseled his father, Solomon. "What is

he asked. "How should I answer these peo-

.: counselors replied, "If you are willing to be a
.se people today and give them a favorable an-
I always be your loyal subiects."
iôam reiected the adüce of the older men and
: lhe opinion ofthe young men who had $own
,nd were now his adüsers. e"What is your ad-

..d them. "How should I answer these people
,,c lightenthe burdens imposed bymyfather?"
-,g men replied, "This is what you should tell

,.ners who want a lighter burden: 'My little fin-
: lhan my father's waist! l1Yes, my father laid
- s on you, but I'm going to make them even
r:her beat you }vith whips, but I will beat you

. ! later Jeroboam and all the people returned
-am's decision, just as the king had ordered.

,II] spoke harshly to the people, for he rejected
:,e older counselors r4and followed the coun-
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sel of his younger advisers. He told the people, "My father
laid heavy burdens on you, but I'm going to make them even
heavierl My father beat you with whips, but I will beat you
wrth scorpions!"

lsSo the king paid no attention to the people. This tum of
events was the will of the LoRD, for it fulfilled the Lono,s
message to ]eroboarn son of Nebat through the prophetAhi-
jah from Shiloh.

roWhen all Israel realized that the king had refused to lis-
ten to them, they responded,

"Down with the dlrnasty of Daüd!
We have no interest in the son of ]esse.

Back to your homes, O Israel!
Look out for your own house, O Daüd!"

So the people of Israel returned home. 17But Rehoboam
continued to rule over the Israelites who lived in the towns
of Judah.

l8King R€hoboam sent Adoniram,* who was in charge of
the labor force, to restore order, but the people of Israel
stoned him to death. \\hen thrs neH's reached King Rehobo-
am, he quicklv jumped into his chariot and fled to lerusa-
lem. reAnd to this dav the nofihern tribes of Israel have
refused to be ruled by a descendant of Daüd.

2owhen the people of Israel learned ofJeroboam's return
from E$?t, they called an assemblyandmade him kingover
all Israel. So only the tribe of Judah remained loyal to the
family of David.

Shemaiah's Prophecy
2lwhen Rehoboam anived at ferusalem, he mobilized the
men of Judah and the tribe'of Benjamin-180,000 select
troops-to fight against the men of Israel and to restore the
kingdom to himself.

22But God said to Shemaiah, the man of God,2i"Say to Re-
hoboam son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the people
of fudah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, z+This
is what the LoRD says: Do not fight againstyour relatives, the
Israelites. Go back home, for what has happened is my do-
ing!"' So they obeyed the message of the LoRD and went
home, as the Lono had commanded.

leroboam Makes Gold Calves
zsJeroboam then built up the city of Shechem in the hill
country ofEphraim, and it became his capital. Later he went
and built up the tourr of Peniel.*

26Jeroboam thought to himself, "Unless I am careful, the
kingdom will retum to the dlnasty of Daüd. 2lvhen these
people go to Jerusâlem to offer sacrifices at the Temple ofthe
LoRD, they will again give their allegiance to King Rehoboam
of ]udah. Theywill kill me and make him their king instead."

28So on the adüce of his counselors, the king made two
gold calves. He said to the people,* "It is too much trouble
for you to worship in lerusalem. Look, Israel, these are the
gods who brought you out of Eg)?t!"

2eHe placed these calf idols in Bethel and in Dan-at ei-
ther end of his kingdom. 30But this became a great sin, for
the people worshiped the idols, travelingas far north as Dan
to worship the one there.

3lleroboam also erected buildings at the pagan shrines
and ordained priests from the common people-those who
were not from the priestly tribe of Leü. 32And leroboam in-
stituted a religious festival in Bethel, held on the fifteenth
day ofthe eighth month,* in imitation of the annual Festival

,dve rsaries
r,: raised up .Hadad the Edomite,
l;r.rly, to be Solomon's
r lefeated Edom. Joab, his

adversary.

give ten of
r for the sake

-. iit)."

liraal7
ll20Asin

of

male in
there l

i\'nile there, they kil'led every
.: :rmy of Israel had staYed
i iem.

went to

: ::rd a few of his father's royal
::eC for Egpt. (Hadad

;ê: .ut from Midian and
was iust a boY

-: Ê::. Then theytraveled to EgYPt and

,il\ e them a home, food, and
iç ierv fond of Hadad, and he gave

: -aniage-the sister of Queen
:-- : son named Genubath. Tahpenes

:: s palace among Pharaoh's own sor,i
: r:rr s reached Hadad in Eg)?t that
ier Ioab were both dead, he said to
: :3 mY OWn COUntry."

lharaoh asked him. "What do You
'..: ,,rant to go home?"
:: :eplied, "But even so, Please let

:,r:.; up Rezon son of Eliada as

: : j: iledfromhismaster,King
:.,1 become the leader of a

:uered Hadadezer, Rezon and
-::? he became king. 2sRezon was

.,-: .he rest of Solomon's reign,
:; iladad did. Rezon hated Israel
:eigrr in Aram.

(ebels against Solomon
bei ieader was leroboam son of

":. :.iirclals. He came from the toun
- i his motherwas Zeruah, a widorr.
-.; .::4'behind his rebellion.

:.: rhen Solomon sawhow
of the labor force from

t1::,asseh, the descendants of Jos@
, as Jeroboam was leaving .

.: jiom Shiloh met him along the

: :relv cloak. The two of them wae
i^.rah took hold of the new cloak
:: ::1to t\\'elve pieces. 3lThen he

--. ci these pieces, for this is what
9rs:'l am aboutto tear the

:non, and I will the
r''e him onetribe
ie çke of ]erusalem,which I have

; oi Israel. 33For Solomon has*

]ÈC .\shtoreth, the goddess of tk
e god of Moab; and Molech, the
has not followed my ways

: r :c 26b. 10:27Hebrew the Sheqheldt
:ri: rame for cilicia. 1O:29a Hebrfl

I l:5

-É i:r vu lgate; Hebrew rcads For theg he.

:'!:onandlztinVulgate(seealso2Chrl0:2);HeûeÿÿrcadsheliÿedinEgl/pr. l2:lsAsinsomeGreekmanus.riDsiais,-::...:!::-
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ofSheltersinJudah.ThereatBethelhehimselfofferedsac- fromtheLoRDcametotheoldprophet.2rHe
rifices to the calves he had made, and he appointed priests
for the pagan shrines he had made. 33So on the fifteenth day
of the eighth month, a day that he himself had designated,

Ieroboam offered sacrifices on the altar at Bethel. He insti-
tuted a religious festival for Israel, and he went up to the al-
tar to bum incense.

A Prophet Denounces leroboam
,, At the LoRD's command, a man of God from Judah
lJ *ent to Bethel, arriüng ihere iust as leroboam was

approaching the altar to bum incense. 2Then at the LoR-D's

command, he shouted, "O altar, altar! This is what the Lono
says: A child named )osiah will be born into the dynasty of
David. On you he will sacrifice the priests from the pagan
shrines who come here to bum incense, and human bones
will be burned onyou." 3That same daythe man of Godgave
a sign to prove his message. He said, "The Loro has prom-
ised to give this sign: This altar will split apart, and its ashes
will be poured out on the ground."

{When King Jeroboam heard the man of God

man of God from |udah, "This is what the LoRD
have defied the word of the Lono and have
command the LoRD your God gave you. 22You came
this place and ate and drank where he told
drink. Because of this, your body will not
grave of your ancestors."

who passed by saw the body lying in the road and
standing beside it, and they went and reported it in
where the old prophet lived.

has fulfilled his word by causing the lion to attack
him."

nor attacked the donkey. PSo the prophet laid the
to

to proclaim against the
shrines in the towns of

33But even after this, Jeroboam did not tum
ways. He continued to choose priests from the

the face of the earth.

- .rijahsaidtoleroboam,s wife, "Go on home, and.:.ter the city, the child will die. tsAll Israel will ;-irn and buryhim. He is the onlymember ofyour I
,rill have a proper burial, forthis child istheonly l,.:hatthe Lor.o, the Godoflsrael, sees in theentire li:ioboam.

(re in Israel. I \,ÿill bum up your royal dynasty as: frash until it is all gone. rrThe membeis otier_
. - .lv wno dle tn lhe.city i,ÿill be eaten by dogs, and

;i:Jf 
field \,ÿiit be earen by r,urtûresl, tire

:m Rules in judah
..e, Rehoboam son ofSolomon was king in )udah.

. :ô-one years old when he became tiig ina he
: , Ènteen years in Jerusalem, the city the iâno naà:n among all the tribes of Israel âs the place ià
:.ame. Rehoboam,s mother was Naamah, an am-

: nan.

I

against the altar at Bethel, he pointed at him
"Seize that man!" But instantlythe king's hand
lyzed in that position, and he couldn't pull it
same time a wide crack appeared in the altar, i

: -rnon, the loRD will raise up a king over Israel
_ :.lloy the family of leroboam. lhis will happen.- nowl liThen the LoRD will shake Israef iiËe i
-;ed about in a stream. He lÿill uproot the peoptà- m this good land that he gavê their anèestàrs
: =rer them beyond the Euphates River,* for thev-?-0 the-LoRD.t{ith the Asherah poles they have sei

. -: - lp., r6He wll abandon Israel because jeroboam
' - maoe tsrael sin along with him.,'
,:,.boam's wife retumed to Tirzah, and the child
: . ihewalked through the door of her home. rsAnd- ::led him and moumed for him, as the tono haà
_irougn the prophet Ahiiah.

A
tt

A
eA

b(

- it of the events in Jeroboam,s rergn, including all lot
: - I how he ruled, are recorded in The Book ofthe

of Israel. mleroboam reigned in Israel ce

:\t king.
Jeroboam died his son Nadab be- sh

o

t(

and
speaking
shouted,

poured out,iust as the man of codhadpredicted in his mes- to moum over him
sage from the LoRD.

6The king cried out to the man of God,
LonoyourGod to restore myhand again!"So

old prophet liüng
. told him what the

became para-
back. sAt the

in Beth-
man of

and the ashes the man of Godon the donkey and took it back
and bury him. 3oHe laid the

own grave, crying out in grief, "Oh, my brother!"
"Please ask the 3rAfterward the prophet said to his sons,
themanofGod

ye

hir
m(
shr

ob
th(
coI
brr
the

zïhen the king said to the man of God, "Come to the palace
withme andhave

prayed to the .

could move it

sBut the man

el, and his sons* came home and

"Yes, I am," he replied.
lsThen he said to the man

and eat some food."

drink anything
this command:

Lono: 'Bring him home
to eat and ddnk."' But

LoRD, and the king's hand was restored and he
again.

somethingto eat,andlwil giveyou a gift."
of God said to the king, "Even if you gave

me half of everything you own, I would not
would not eat or drink anything in
gave me this command: 'You must
while you are there, and do not return to Judah by the same
way you came."' roso he left Bethel and went home another
way.

IrAs it happened, there was an

this place.
go with you. I
eFor the LoRD

people. He appointed anyone who lÿanted to
priest for the pagan shrines. 34This became a

not eat or drink anything resulted in the utter destruction of Ieroboam's

God had done in Bethel that day. They also told their father
what the man had said to the king. r2The old prophet asked
them, "Which way did he go?" So they showed their father*
which road the man of God had taken. tr"Quick, saddle the

king. :1uL. Ltrnu'ftof tenloavesof bread,some

donkey," the old man said. So they saddled the donkey for
him, and he mounted it. was an old man now and could no longer see. sBut

will come here,r4Then he rode after the man of God and found him sil- had told Ahiiah, "|eroboam's wife
ting under a $eattree. The oldprophet asked
the man of God who came from )udah?"

him, "Are you ing to be someone else. She will ask you about her

65o
sick. Give her the answer I give you."
when Ahi,ah heard her footsteps at the
out, "Come in, wife of feroboam! Why areof God, "Come home with me called

tending to be someone else?" Then he told her, "I
rr"No, I cannot," he replied. "I am not allowed to eat or news for you. zGive your husband,

Lono, the God of Israel: 'I
Jeroboam, this

here in this place. rTFor the LoRD gave me from the promoted you
'You must not eat or drink anything while ranks of the common people and made you ruler

you are there, and do not return to Judah by the same way people Israel. 8I ripped the
you came."' of Daüd and gave it to you.

kingdom away from the
But you have not been

rsButtheoldprophetanswered,"Iamaprophet,too,iust servantDavid,whoobeyed my commands and
as you are. And an angel gave me this command from the urith

. Rehoboam,sreign,thepeopleot.ludah 
did what Kir

-re_:_oRD 
s srghï, provoking his anger lyith their anc

.às even worse than thal 0f their anaestors. 23For inE
-tTfor rhemsetves pagan shrinei a;âr;irp,;_ 'i

' an0 Asherah poles on every high hill and under was
. - ûee. 24There were even mâle a-nd f..rk ,n.in" ,ou,'hroughour the tand. The peopte i.it.i;à iil ;;âpractices of the pagan nationi the 6;;i;; wi;- - tne land ahead of thelsraelites.

iifth year of King Rehoboam,s reim, Kins Shi. ]
.-.pt came up and attacked Jerusale"m. .H;;; b
. fteasuries of the LoRD,s Temple and the ràiat I,'.-toleeverything,includingallthàgofa,i.,"f,,,i.. 

B

,l mde..2zKing Rehoboam later replàcË.: :._.::_ ..:
- ze.shields as substitutes, and he entrusted L_..:_ -: : , :_

r th€ comman_ders of the guard tvho pro,*,.. . _.:

l0 the royal palace. zaWhenerer the'llr j ....-_. .. .'- 
.l e of the LoRD, the guards rrould a s- .jrj :_..
. d then rerum them to the zuardroor _

.'estof theevents in Rehoboamsrejgn arJ.,... ] _.
, .lid are recorde d, in The Book of the iiist ory s.: :;.; :. ::
., 
udah. soThere was constant wâr behveen R-ei.c:: _ r : _,

- 
'eroboam. 3rwhen Rehoboam died, he was bun=c 

j.::
- i ancestors in the City of Daüd. His mother ,ràr }_ :ln Ammonite woman. Then his son Abijam, b<--: next king.

. - )r the iu-el. I 4:31 Also knom asÀbrah. t S:l atso tnoçn as I l)lpare 2 Chr_l t:20. I 5i6 As in a few Éebrewr^a Cià"r àr"rî".:
_ :\ppn moth,q Hebrew reads Hs no{l,pr,utro,n i s, ii.: . o, p":. i -'
r y \s rn creek version. Hebt ew reads There is a lrp at A

a

with you so he can have something
the old man was lying to him. reso

all his heart and always did whatever I
done more evil than all who lived before

is very

have
wanteô
you.

made other gods for yourself and have made me
they went back together, and the man of God ate and drank with your gold
at the prophet's hôme. on me, ,oI will

calves. And since you have tumed
bring disaster on your dynasÿ and

zoThen while they were sitting at the table, a command stroy every one of your male descendants, slave
lf:llAsinGreekversion;HebrewreadsJoa. l3:l2AsinGreekversiot;HebtewrcadsThelhadseen_

the old his own donkeyfor 24{

with the donkey and the lion it. rql

26when the prophet heard the report, he said, "Il
man of God who disobeyed the LoRD's command. Ttl

sons, "saddle a dond
me."

the road. and lionw{
eatendil

)

ri,llllffim



--,? .Ld prophet. 2rHe cried
.^ This is what the LoRD
: ::e Lonn and have
:: GDd gave you. 22you came
-:.i rvhere he told you
io'r: body \,ÿill not be

,"q

.ausing the lion to

iC to his sons, "saddle a

and lion
not

eSo the prophet laid
:rkel' and took it back
r-rn him. 3oHe laid the

=ef, 
''Oh, my brother!,,

'.er sald to his sons,
': the man of God is
::c: The

:ar rn Bethel and
r.aria will
::cboam did not
imse priests from
':lone who tvanted to
::s rlThis became a
,ition of Ieroboam's

rinst,eroboam

is my wife. Then
a içho told me
ii loaves

n s nife will come

"t.llsrerl
: her at
li whv

.?" fhen he told
rus:and, |eroboam,
.israel:'I
liÊ and made you
r hngdom away
: But you have
nr commands

.e1f and have made
irnce you have
er ôn your
:1?

I

. 
rr here in Israel. I will bum up your royal d}rtasw asup trash untit ir is altgone. i ,îne mÉmË;iË:'dm.rry.vÿho 

die in the citvwillbe eate;üà;e;,;;;
die.in rh-e fietd witr n..ut.n uy *rürüi,îiiË, . e spoken.,,,

: Ahi.iah said to Jeroboam,s \.vife, ,,Go 
on home, andenrer rhe ciry, rhe chird *u ai.. ;alr'iiiàli *ii-him.and 

bury him. He is the only merb.;;i;;;;
o wrll have a proper burial, for rhis ciliüïiË ,oii;
d rharuhe LoRD, rhe Coaor rsraeIiü;i; ti".à#;ï: Ieroboam.

Abijam Rules in ludah

J,f,$,:çÉii:îî,xid:,ï##iüiïtr#ilî
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events
did are recorded in The

There was

Then

reign-the extent of his
names of the cites he

ilfln,

:{:,ad
. :.rs 0\\n 21d

i ,ron it.5Ël
lodl road and tE[

reported it in !d
outAbijam,s

'.:fed

::am Rules in

- r name.
,rman.

:: made.
:e shields

:re iuet.
::-È 2 Chr

-14:3"1

I 1t20.

Asa Rules in f udah
e{sa began to rule over ludah jn the twenrieth year of lero_
l9.u*:.f.ier., in tsrael ,oHe rergred in l..r;1.;;o.ty;;;
)ears. His grandmoLher- was Miacah. the daughter of Àbsa_

and he

the place to
anAm-

replaced them



History of the Kngs of
diseased. z+When Asa sha,

his ancestors in the City of Daüd. stroyed distant relatives and friends. r2so Zimri
Then Jehoshaphat, Asa's son, became the next king.
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built-are recorded,inThe Book of the .:Lcho. When he laid its foundations, it cost him the Th
' oldestson,Abiram. And when he comDleted itand i' \ gates, it cost him the life of his younlest son, Se_ Ir

:tis all happened according to the messàge from the tel
::ceminglericho spoken byJoshua son ôfNun. bel

.- Êed by Ravens ..1: : rv Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King the
lab, "As surely as the Lon», the God of lsrael, livesj ror

- i serve-there will be no dewor rain during the next Obi
,:s until I give the word!,, pro
,.: the LoRD said to Eliiah,3,,Go to the east and hide by ier
::ook, near where it enters the Jordan River. rDrink anà
. brook and eatwhat the ravens bringyou, for I have savi

.:dedthemtobringyou food.,, the
, rlah did as the LoRD told him and camped beside Obe
::ook, east of the |ordan. eThe ravens biought him 7

,-d meat each morning and evening, and hé drank con
. brook. zBut after a while the broàk dried up, for bor,r
., no rainfall anyr,vhere in the land. ' 

lord

dow at Zarephath ,rd;
t_onn said to Eliiah, e,,Co and live in the üllage of r

: :r, near the city of Sidon. I have instructed a wiidow you':edyou." 
Aha

.: went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of sear
- . he sah, a widow gathering slicks, and hË asked end

.dyoupleasebringmealittlewaterinacup?,, rrAs King
.Ding to get it, he called to her, ,,Bring 

me â Hte of ffutï

re said, "I s\.vear by the LoRD your Goa ti,ut f Oon,t lil I'gle piece of bread in the house. And I have only a Ahai
i flour teft in rhe iar and a little cooking olt in tire neàn

I he iug. I was jusl gathering a few sticïs to cook vou
dl. and then my son and Iwill die.,, ii,. I

.,dh said to her, ,'Don,t 
be afraidl Go ahead and do suon

ou've said, but make a litlle bread for me first. and r
n'hafs le to_prepare a meal for yourself and your will r

r this is vÿhat the Lono, the God of israel, says: Tfiere ,5i
beflourandoliveoilleftinyourcontainersuntil prerr

.ihen the Lono sends rain and the crops grow àov 
,

did as Eli.iah said, and she and EtUah and her ehab
rinued to eat for many days. roThere was alwavs c]aim
ur and olive oil left in the containers, just as tÉe ..

: :romised through Elijah. and l
'lme later the woman,s son became sick. He grew ro ào,j \{orse, and finally he died. rsThen she said tà Eli- imagi

:n of God, what have you done to me? Have vou Mor]:
to poinl out my sins and kill my son?,, 40ù ;
tah replied, "Give me your sonl,And he took the "S:i lromherarms,carriedhim upthestairstothe DroDi

:e he was staying, and laid the body on his bed. [he;'
ah cried out to the LoRD,,,O Lono hy God, why bethÉ

: :oughttrag_edy to this widow who has ôpenea nei naat i-e causinghersontodie?" Dletel
- stretched himself out over the child three times zT

- rut to the LoRD,,,O Lono my God, please let this LoRn
: return to him.,,2zThe Lom heard Eliiah,s prayer, two br

of the child retumed, and he reüvedi rrilen iti_ tire, u
. r im down from the upper room and gave nim to tnàir ;

:''Look!"hesaid."yoursonisalive!,, - 
otherI- :5e woman told Elijah, ,,Now 

I know for sure that à ii zi

: man of God, and that the LoRD truly speaks the na-J" tothe
: .:i Hebrew wibaltradition reads He kilrgd I?i, otdest w uhü\Le lail ia,-, \o pût at Jezebel's table.

1l

/udah. In his old age his
died, he was buried with

feet became

Nadab Rules in lsrael
2sNadab son of Ieroboam
second year of KingAsa's reign
el two years. 26But he did what

began to rule over Israel in the they led Israel to
in Judah. He reigned in Isra- Lono, the God of
was evil

sins

, commit. They provoked the anger of
Israel, lvith their worthless idols.

and followed the example of his father,
that Jeroboam had led Israel to commit.

27Then Baasha son of Ahijah, from the tribe of Issachar,
plotted against Nadab and assassinated him while he and
the Israelite armywere laÿng siege to the Philistine town of
Gibbethon. zaBaasha killed Nadab in the third year of King
Asa's reign in ludah, and he became the next king of Israel.

2eHe immediately slaughtered all the descendants of
King Jeroboam, so that not one of the royal family was left,
iust as the LoRD had promised conceming ieroboam by the
prophet Ahijah from Shiloh. roThis was done because Jero-
boam had provoked the anger of the LoRD, the God of Israel,
by the sins he had committed and the sins he had led Israel
to commit.

31The rest of the events in Nadab's reign and eveÿhing
he did are recordedinTheBookoftheHistory oîthe Kngs of
Israel.

Baasha Rules in lsrael
szThere was constant war between King Asa of |udah and
King Baasha of Israel. 33Baasha son of Ahiiah began to rule
over all Israel in the third year of King Asa's reign in ,udah.
Baasha reigned in Tirzah twenty-four years. raBut he did

Israel.

Zimri Rules in lsrael
r5zimri began to rule over Israel in the
of King Asa's reign in Judah, but his reign in Tirzah
only seven days. The army of Israel was then
Philistine town of Gibbethon. l6when thev heard
Zimri had committed treason and had assassinated
king, that very day they chose Omri, commander of
alrny, as the new king of Israel. 17So Omri led the

in the LoRD's sight
continuing the sins

what was eül in the LoRD's sight and followed the
of )eroboam, continuing the sins that Jeroboam
Israel to commit.

Tirzah,
been

wentinto the citadel ofthe palace and burned
himself and died in the flames. leFor he, too, had
what was eül in the LoRD's sight. He followed the
of Jeroboam in all the sins he had committed and
to commit.

20The rest of the events in Zimri's reign and his
acy are recorded inThe Book of the History of the
lsrael.

Omri Rules in lsrael
21But now the people of Israel were split into two

army of Israel up from Gibbethon to attack
capital. rswhen Zimri saw that the city had

example
had led

ers defeated the supporters of Tibni. So Tibni was
from the LoRD was delivered to King and Omri became the next king.

76il::,#ïif,: prophet Jehu son
makeyou ruler of

of Hanani: :"I lifted
Israel,butyou outofthe dustto mypeople

Jeroboam.you have followed the evil example of You have
provoked my anger by causing my people Israel to sin. 3So

nowlwilldestroyyouandyourfamily,iustasldestroyedthe ver.*HebuiltacityonitandcalledthecitySamariain
descendants of ]eroboam son of Nebat. 4The members of ofShemer.
Baasha's familywho die inthe ciÿwill be eaten bydogs, and
those who die in the field will be eaten byrrultures."

5The rest of the events in Baasha's reign and the extent of
his power are recorded in The Book of the History of the
Kngs oflsrael.sWhen Baasha died, hewas buried in Tirzah.
Then his son Elah became the next king.

zThe message fromthe LoRD against Baasha andhis fam-
ily came through the prophet Jehu son of Hanani. Itwas de-
livered because Baasha had donewhatwas evil in the LoRD's
sight (iust as the family of Ieroboam had done) and also be-
cause Baasha had destroyed the family of Jeroboam. The
LoRD's anger was provoked by Baasha's sins.

Elah Rules in lsrael
EElah son of Baasha began to rule over Israel in the twenty-
sixthyear ofKingAsa's reign in |udah. Hereigned inthe ciÿ
of Tirzah for two years.

cThen Zimri, who commanded half of the royal chariots,
made plans to kill him. One day in Tirzah, Elah was getting
drunk at the home of Arza, the supervisor of the palace.
rozimri walked in and struck him down and killed him. This
happened in the twenty-seventh year of King Asa's reign in
iudah. Then Zimri became the next king.
1 6124 Hebrew fot 2talenfs [68 kilograms] o/silrer

and led Israel to commit. The people provoked the
the LopD, the God of Israel, with their worthless idols.

eighth year of |udah. He reigned
maria twenty-two years. toBut Ahab son of Omri

were not enough to
the example of Ieroboam, he married )ezebel, the
of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began to
in worship of Baal. 32First Ahab built a temple and
for Baal in Samaria. ::Then he set up an Asherah

34It was during his reign that Hiel, a man from

27The rest of the events in Omri's reign, the r

power, and everything he did are recorded in
theHistory oïtheKngs
buried in Samaria. Then

Ahab Rules in lsrael
zsAhab son of Omri began to rule

King Asa's reign in

The

sight, even
r though iI

over Israel in the

more than anywas eül in the Lono's
before him. 31And as

didmore.to
than any of

provoke the anger of the Lon», the God
the other kings of Israel before him.

I

r4The rest of the events in Elah's reign and everythinll
did are recorded in The Book of the History of the Kini

Omri
150 ct
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r niilled the entire royal

rs the LoRD
13ppened because of all the

-jr::r. Thtey provoked
:, ( ith their worthle§s idols.
, exts in Elah's
ai Boak of the

3l

-ri i: Israel in
: ,rcah, but his reign in
:::-,r of Israel was then
:.il€thon. r6when
: :eason and had
i,er chose Omri,
€ of Israel. 17So

-- Gibbethon attack

leFor

. r.D s sight. He
sr:.s he had

. i:.is rn Zimri's
".. B.ok of the

cf Israel were split into
.: :--rke Tibni son of
;:3ned Omri.

, Lono said to Elijah, s"Go and live in the üllage of
: near the city of Sidon. I have instructed a widow

:.'d by Ravens
Lv Eliiah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told
rb, "As surely as the Lono, the God of Israel, lives-

r cw at Zarephath

Meanwhile, the famine had become very severe in sa-
mana. 3So Ahab summofied Obadiah, who was in charge of

King the palace. (Obadiah was a devoted follower of the LoRn.
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The Contest on Mount Carmel
7 O lÀter on, in the third year of the drought, the LoRD
f-.O, said to Eliiah, "Co and iresent yourself io King Ahab.

Tell him thatlwill soon send rain!',:So Eliiahwenttoàppear
before Ahab.

e"Yes, it is," Eliiah replied. "Now go and tel .. -: :. ::ei
'Elijah is here."'

e"Oh, sir," Obadiah protested, "wha: : j:- - : .. . : . - : ..
you lhat you are sending me to rr! --j -

Ahab?roForlswearbytheLoRDrol- : . -. ...
searched every nation and kirg,: . - - 

- --
end to find )'ou. And each time :. .,. .

King Ahab forced the kirg .: .

truthofhisclaim.rrArc-.,,.-_ :
ter,"Elijahishere." ?B-: r, ..- :
the LoRD \^/ill (am .. - ., -

40nce when Jezebel had tried to kill all the LoRD's prophets
Obadiah had hidden 100 of them in nvo caves. Hè put fifn
prophets in each cave and supplied themwith food and rça-
ter.) 5Ahab said to Obadiah, "We must check every spring
and valley in the land to see if we can find enough grass tô
save at least some of my horses and mules." oso thev dnid ej
the land between them. Ahab went one way by him.e.: lr.:
Obadiah went another way by himself.

7As Obadiah \,ÿas walking along, he suddenlv sn(, i :i
coming toward him. Obadiah recognized him at :::. :r;
bowed low to the gound before him. "Is it rÊr1.. , , _ :-.,
lord EIijah?" he asked.

: :eed you."

.nen the LoRD sends rain and the crops gro\\

. )tretched himself out over the child three times

5-È. : woman told Eliiah, "Now
:an of God, and that the

I kno\4r for sure that
LoRD truly speaks

Ahabcomesandci.- -- .. -

beenatruesen":.-. '--- .. -: *

u;Lll ce::::: , ... ::.

h
:.::ers of
:.\t king.

..a -rer Israel inthe

=: He reigned twelve

:: and called the

: i as evil in
:€: lie him.
::r1 in all the sins
:-r-.. The people
!=ei
,exts in omri's reign,
g he did are

Tibni. So

rgan to rule
sa s reign in
L-s 3oBut Ahab son

,qidonians, and he
airst Ahab built a
rllen he set up an
-.e inger ofthe

':r.ss 
of Israel before

:.:ÿ that Hiel,

over

r650 Obâdiah u ent to tell.{hab
Ahab went out to meet Elijah.
claimed,"So,isitreallyyou,l,our;-: :*:..- :,r:. -

andyourfamilyaretheûoublerrr.-.' -: . .-...j
toobeythecommandsoftheL:- ::::i : ":-,- :-: _::
imagesofBaalinstead.'eNon:--- : : i --.:.
MountCarmel,alongwirhr., ;r .' -- :.:: _-:-.
400 prophets ofAsherah H': :j: .-t i. - I . . -:-- .

mSo Ahab summoned ... .:= :. . . :.-. :- - -. .

prophetstoMountCanne. : l-.- j --,.-..'-.:.: :
themandsaid,"Howmucî.--;:'' ^ _ .,.,- -.::..:.;
bet\,ÿeentwoopinions?lf r:rÊ::i j --.: :_ ._,, ^_:-- 3ltii
Baal is God, then folloh :.:- : - - :a . .r ,\::. . )m-
pletely silent.

zThen Eliiah said to r.e:: . ";- 
--. ::.., :::phet of the

LoRD who is left, but BâJ. :.:! t: - :::::::i. a.low bring
two bulls. The prophetJ c: 3:: . :-: , :: :": te ." hichever onè
they wish and cut it lntc :.<:.; 1-: .:. t: cn the wood of
their altar, but u/ithoui :t::: :t:. :: :: I hill prepare the
other bull and lay it on tle r .i{ .: :. :.tar, but not set fire
to it. 24Then call on tie r.:::: ,:r1 i our god, and I will call on
the name of the Lon-:. I:: go.J rlho aiswers by setting fire
to the wood is the tru€ G,:d ' .q.nd all the people agreed.

':lebrewscribaltradiiolreadsHewedhisotd.estffiwhnhelaiditsfouîdttim,ontiak',?dhisAtungestsonuhnhesetupitsgates.
- . t edt at Jezebel's table.

:l

- rt to the LoRD, "O LoRD my God, please let this
-:turn to him." 2zThe LoRD heard Eliiah,s prayer,

, rf the child returned, and he reüved! z:Then Eli-
. i m down from the upper room and gave him to
-ook!" he said. "Your son is alive!"
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2sThen Eliiah said to the prophets of Baal, "You go first,
for there are many of you. Choose one of the bulls, and pre-
pare it and call on the name of your god. But do not set fire
to the wood."

26S0 they prepared one of the bulls and placed it on the
altar. Then they called on the name of Baal from moming
until noontime, shouting, "O Baal, answer usl" But there was
no reply of any kind. Then they danced, hobbling around
the altar they had made.

zzAbout noontime Elijah began mocking them. "You'll
have to shout louder," he scoffed, "for surely he is a god! Per-

haps he is daydreaming, or is relieüng himself.* Or maybe
he is away on a trip, or is asleep and needs to be wakened!"

28So they shouted louder, and followingtheir normal cus-
tom, they cut themselves with knives and swords until the
blood gushed out. 2eThey raved all afternoon until the time
of the evening sacrifice, but still there was no sound, no re-
ply, no response.

3oThen Eliiah called to the people, "Come over here!"
They all crowded around him as he repafued the altar of the
LoRD that had been torn down. srHe took twelve stones, one

to represent each of the tribes of Israel,* 32and he used the
stones to rebuild the altar in the name of the LoRD. Then he
dug a trench around the altar large enough to hold about
three gallons.+ 33He piledwood on the altar, cut the bull into
pieces, and laid the pieces on the wood.

Then he said, "Fillfour large jarswithwater, and pour the
water over the offering and the wood."

34After they had done this, he said, "Do the same thing
again!" And when they were finished, he said, "Now do it a

third time!" So they did as he said, :sand the water ran
around the altar and even filled the trench.

the usual time for offering the evening sacrifice, EIi-
prophet walked up to the altar and prayed, "O LoRD,

Abraham, Isaac, and Iacob,* prove today that you are

into your chariot and go back home. If you dont
rain will stop you!"'

45And soon the slÿ was black with clouds. A
left

to
aheadof

iot all the way to the entrance of Jdaeel.

he went on alone into the wildemess, all
down under a solitary broom tree and
die. "I have had enougl! LoRD," he
am no better than my ancestors who have

some bread baked on hot stones and a iar of water!
and drank and lay down again.

TThen the angel of the Lonn came again and

cave,where he spent the night.

: Elisha!
]1ever

.: i of Elisha

:.tsha retumed to his oxen and slâughtered them.
rre wood from theplowto build a fire to roast their. passed around the meat to

:ie. Then he wentwith Eliiah
, the townspeople, and
as his assistant.

',r8Yet.l lyill preserve 7,000 olhers in lsrael
ooweo down to Baal or kissed himl,,

36At

jah the
God of

The LoRD Speaks to Eliiah
But the LoRD said to him, "What are you

God in I$ael and that I am youl senant. Prove that I have loEliiah replied, "I have zealously
done all this at your command. 37O Lono, answer me! An-
swer me so these people will know that you, O LoRD, are God
and that you have them back to yourself."I brought

the fire36lmmediately of the LoRD flashed down from
give. in to any more demands,,, all the elders andadvised.

their
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heaven and bumed up the young bull, the wood, the stones,

andthe dust. Itevenlickedup allthewater inthetrench! 3eAnd

when all the people saw it, they fell face down on the $ound
and cried out, "The Lorn-he is God! Yes, the LoRD is God!"

4oThen Eliiah commanded, "Seize all the prophets of
Baal. Dont let a single one escape!" So the people seized
them all, and Elijah took them down to the Kishon Valley
and killed them there.

Eliiah Prays
+rThen Eliiah

rr"Go out and stand before me on the

but the LoRD was not in the
earthquake there was a fire, but the
And after the fire there was the sound of

for Rain
l3when Elijahheard it, he wapped his face
went out

And a
and stood at the entrance of the cave.

said to Ahab, "Go get something to eat and voice said, "What are you doing

of Israel sent back this answer: "A warrior
sword for battle should not boast like a war--as alreadywon.,,

r,manded

Ahab of Israel
Do you see all
all over to you.

I 
l llllllllllllffi4P;tça-

drink, for I hear a mighÿ rainstorm coming!"
42So Ahab went to eat and drink. But Eli,ah climbed to the

top of Moxnt Carmel and bowed low to the $ound and

the

prayed with his face between his knees.
43Thenhe saidtohis servânt, "Go and look out towardthe

sea."

The servant went and looked, then retumed to Eliiah and
said, "I didn't see an)'thing."

Seven times Eliiah told him to go and look. +Finally the
seventh time, his servant told him, "I saw a little cloud about
the size of a man's hand rising from the sea."

Then Elijah shouted, "Hurry to Ahab and tell him,'Climb
the

- . prophet replied, ,,This 
is what the Lono says: Theie provincial commanders ÿÿill do it.,,

. 

- 
oth dlso in 20:t 6. 20i22 Hebrc\ÿ at the tum ot tne !(ear. .,r . 

::.(n orApril.

the LoRD

Flees to Sinai

jah had
tonof Baal. 2So sent

strike me and even kill

life. He went to i{
and he left his servant there. !

5Thenhe

- r\ent and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowins a' . -e were twelve teams oI oxen in rnà rietà, anà rii]::olÿing \^/ith the twelfth team. ffi;afr wenî àveiit- rhrew his ctoak across his shoütder;;;à'ih;
d\. æEl isha left I he oxen ,funaing tI.,.,e, irn iiià,

_ idru ro nrm, "f lrst iet me go and kiss my tather' : er good-bye, and then I \.vill go with ÿour,, 
- -""'"'

. ' :eplied, ,,co 
on back, but thiît aborjt wirat t t ave.4u."

tuckedhis

. -:dad Attacks Samaria
.,îout that

"@
: . Israel, and

Eliiah

19
prophets
"May the

went to Samaria, the
and eat!" and there beside his headl

Lono told him. And as Elijah slood there, the LoR! F(
by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain. It was q
tenible blast that the rocks were torn loose, but the Il

- ::5

'!ÿas not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthfl
tzAnd aftrJ

l

18:31

arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king of Aram. loThen*
lehu grandson of Nimshi* to be kin§of lsrael, and anoi{
sha son of Shaphat from the town of Abel-meholah Ç
place you as my prophet. lTAnyone \.vho escapes from }{
will be killed by )ehu, and those who escape )ehu {



:nd go back home. If you don't

: sta was black \ /ith clouds. A
:a:nstorm, and Ahab left
.cm gave special
r:: his beltx and ran ahead of
-:.. entrance of Iezreel.

Sinai
:: sot home, he told Iezebel

-..i and fled for his life. He went':i:h, 
and he left his servant thera

::r:, ihewildemess,travelingalldar
.r:a1 broom tree and prayed that
::.l rgh, Lom," he said. "Take m)'
:. r.,, ancestors who have already

- ,.:. :nd sleptunder the broom
:- ,i sel touched him and told him
(2i around and there beside his
.d on hot stones and a iar ofwaterl
l Ccun again.
.. .: the LORD came again and
r à'rd eat some more, or the
ior you."

::.: ,:e and drank, and the food
. :o üaYel forty days and foft\'
:: nountain of God. eThere he
]Èrt'.he night.

rks to Elilah
: r: lm. "Whatare
i. I ha\e zealously
)"rpie 0f Israel have broken their
4r ! our altars,and killed every
i.: rr.1) one left, and now they

: :::nd before me on the
i--.; .:s Eliiah stood there, the Lci:
ô .:.dstorm hit the mountain. lt

,: ie rocks were torn loose, bui
: : f:rer thewindtherewas
§ not rn the earthquake- 12AJrd

: 
^ 

as a fire, but the LoRD was not
: -riere Has the sound of a

:::C rt, he wrapped his face
,:i at the entrance of the cave.
:-: l\hat are you doing here,
:a::, I have zealouslyseNedthÉ
.: :top1e of Israel have broke;
::-:l oo\!n ÿour âltars, and killeû
, . :n the only one left, and nu-r

:;.: :oid him, "Go back the sarl:
:: :ie \\,ildemess of Damascus

,-.: H:zael to be king of Aram.'
',rrnshi* to be kingof Israel,
r-:: irom the town of
':,': het. rTAnyone who
i.:,ii and those who escap€ ;?--

'-: :' -.i 
a )b to uhom the Lom had sali ": :r û

:: ::: Israrl"areofteninterchangè: 1_-_: sffi
-.... ,. L. baunduphisloiÆ. 1918a?-"' ffi

: rsftal rsYet I will preserve 7,000 others in Israel
.'ver bowed down to Baal or kissed him!"

rf Elisha
,., ent and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a

-. [,ere twelve teams of oxen in the field, and Eli-
: rr,ing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over to
'1:ew his cloak across his shoulders and theu
.', . ,oElisha left the oxen standing there, ran after

: said to him, "First let me go and kiss my father
,: good-bye, and then I will go with youl"
.phed, "Go on back, but think about what I have
j

.ra returned to his oxen and slaughtered them.
-: wood from the plowto build a fire to roast their
:3ssed around the meat to the townspeople, and
- Then he went vrith Elijah as his assistant.

rad Attacks Samaria
r rut that time King Ben-hadad of Aram mobilized

.:rmy, supported by the chariots and horses of
rllied kings. They went to besiege Samaria, the
,rael,and launched attacks against it. uBen-hadad

. r.gers into the city to relay this message to King
:ael: "This is what Ben-hadad says: r'Your silver
: mine, and so are yourwives and the best of your
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"Should we attack first?" Ahab asked.
"Yes," the prophet answered.
lsso Ahab mustered the troops of the 232 provincial

commanders. Then he called out the rest of the army of Is-
rael, some 7,000 men. r6Aboutnoontime, as Ben-hadad and
the thirty-two allied kings were still in their tents drinking
themselves into a stupor, rTthe troops ofthe provincial com-
manders marched out of the city as the first contingent.

As they approached, Ben-hadad's scouts reported to him,
"Some troops are coming from Samaria."

is"Take them alive," Ben-hadad commanded, "whether
they have come for peace or for war."

leBut Ahab's provincial commanders and the entire army
had nowcome out to fight. zoEach Israelite soldier killed his
Aramean opponent, and suddenly the entire Aramean army
panicked and fied. The Israelites chased them, but King
Ben-hadad and a few of his charioteers escaped on horses.
2rHowever, the king of Israel destroyed the other horses and
chariots and slaughtered the Arameans.

zAfterward the prophet said to KingAhab, "Getreadyfor
another attack. Begin making plans now, for the king of
Aram will come back next spring.*"

Ben-Hadad's Second Attack
2sAfter thelr defeat, Ben-hadad's officers said to him, "The
Israelite gods are gods of the hiils; that is why they won. But

to

I

::t, mv rord the king,,,rsrae,s king repried. ,,Arr 
ffi#i#ii"r};*:fii}:i:I;#lili.il9+';5;Ït*tts yours!"

,.n-hadad's messensers rerumedasai:.*lî* flH.J:iff,i:iJi.f:irt*:,H,iirilli,:#ü:iS:tBen-hadadsays:,rhavealreadyremgld:9,lhrl ih;;iil;.iir;..,rnodoubttharwewiuÉeatihem,,SoKing
our silver, gold, wives, and children. 6But abour I l--rJi'l'_",' jll

: norrow I wiu sena my orficiaË;;..r.iü# BtÏlil'.l*ld t'thev suggested'

:.hehomesof yourpeôple.r1'.i,*irür.'i*;y "_j'lt^P]ljwingspringhecalleduptheArameanarmy-.ouconsidervâluabiel,,,. ""-, andmarchedoutagainstlsrael,thistimeatAphek.2Tlsrael

:absummonedalltheeldersofthelandandsaid then mustered its army, set up supply lines, and marched

rk how rhis man is stirring up tiouliàii;i;dil ?ll:i^?'I'^t; l* the Israelite armv looked like tvvo little
- his demand thar r *e rriîr inv wrve; ;;à;;i1 ili:ii,,:t ii:i"i.ffi,iiison 

to the vast Aramean forces

. er and gold."
:.veintJanymoredemands,"alltheeldersand,,-,liTJ'"nih:TulofGodwenttothekingoflsraelandsaid,
,dvised. "This is what the LoRD says: The Arameans have said,,The

iold the messengers from Ben-hadad,,.Say this to L-o_no.is a god-of the hills and not of the plains.' So I will de-

, .ing: ,I will give ÿou everytiring ÿàu ait.a'rôiinà teatlhrs vast army for you. Then you vÿill know that I am the
. lcannot acceptthislast demandof yours."'So'"14.

.ers retumed to-Ben-hadad with that rôsponse. 2eThe_two armies camped opposite each other for seven

::n-hadadsentthismessagetoAhab:"ivlaytn.91)'t,ull^ollheseventhdaythebattlebegan.Thelsraelites
_ ne and even kill me if th-ere remains en' ush kiiled l00,000 Aramean foot soldiers in one day. 30The rest

,:maria to proüde even a handfur for eacir or riÿ liflfjij[il.i0ojâr*ifJ:ri#","1ilfl: llffi :l:
-g of Israel sent back this answer: "A wanior hidinasecretroom.
- i sword for battle should not boast like a war_ 3lBen-hadad's officers said to him, "Sir, we have heard
,, :lreadywon." that the kings of Israel are merciful. So let's humble our-
:eplyreâchedBen-hadadandtheotherkingsas selves by wearing burlap around our waists and putting

: - :,king in their tents.* "Prepare to attack!" Éen- ropes on our heads, and surrender to the king of Israel.
':nde-d his officers. So they prepared to attack Then perhaps he will let you live "

' 32So they put on burlap and ropes, and they went to the
king of Israel and begged, "Your servant Ben-hadad says,

::ory over Ben-Hadad 'Please let me live!"'
::n prophet came to see King Ahab of Israel The king of Israel responded, "Is he still alive? He is my

lhis is what the LoRD says: Do you see all brotherl"
rrces? Today I will hand them all over to you. rsThe men took this as a good sign and quickly picked up
.now that I am the LoRD." on his words. "Yes," they said, "your brother Ben-hadad!"

' -d, "Howwill he do it?" "Go and get him," the king of Israel told them. And when
r -: phet replied, "This is what the LoRo says: The Ben-hadad arrived, Ahab inüted him up into his chariot.

::ovincial commanders [.lll do it." 34Ben-hadad totd him, "I will give back the towns mI
::risoin20:I6.20:22Hebreldlih,Ilm.iihey.d/rsimilarlyin20:26.ThefirstdayoflheyearintheancienlHeb.etrlLn;r.;.::.'

:1pri1.

the

il

sent
-i: me and even kill me ffi
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Then Ahab said, "I will release you under these condi-
tions." So they made a new treaty, and Ben-hâdad was set
free.

A Prophet Condemns Ahab to the üneyard of Naboth to claimit.rsMeanwhile, the LoRD instructed one of the group of l7But the LoRD said to Eliiah.+ te"Go down to meet il
in §amaria. He will be at Nailprophets to say to another man, "Hit me!" But the man re- Ahab of Israel, who rules

fused to hit the prophet. 36Then the prophet told him, "Be- üneyard in fezreel, claiming it for himself. leGive hiil
cause you have not obeyed the voice of the Lop:D, a lion will
kill you as soon as you leave me." And when he had gone, a
lion did attack and kill him.

rTThen the prophet tumed to another man and said, "Hit
mel" So he struck the prophet and wounded him.

38The prophet placed
himself and then waited

soldyourself to whatis evil in the Lono's 2lSo

Lono says,'I will bring disaster on you
will destroy every one of your male descendants, slart
free alike, anywhere in Israel! 22I am going to

the king passed by, the prophet called out to him, "Sir, I was
in the thick of battle, ând suddenly a man brought me a pris-
oner. He said,'Guard this man; if for any reason he gets
away, you will either die or pay a fine of seventy-five
pounds* of silver!' æBut while I was busy doing something

1 KINcS'21 ...page216

father took from your father, and you may establish places
of trade in Damascus, as my father did in Samaria."

a bandage over his eyes to disguise
beside the road for the king. rr4s

else, the prisoner disappeared!"
"Well, it's your own fault," the king replied. "you have

brought the iudgment on yourself."
4rThen the prophet quickly pulled the bandage from his

eyes, and the king of Israel recognized him as one of the
prophets. 4zThe prophet said to him, "This is what the LoRD
says: Because you have spared the man I said must be de-
stroyed,* now you must die in his place, and your people will
die instead ofhis people." 43So the king oflsrael\,ÿent home
to Samaria angry and sullen.

Naboth's Vineyard
? 7 Now there was a man named Naboth, from Jezreel,Z I \,ÿho owned a üneyard in lezreel beside the palace of

KingAhab of Samaria. 2One dayAhab saidto Naboth,"Since
your viney,ard is so convenient to my palace, I would like to
buy it to use as a vegetable garden. I wilt glys ysu a better
üneyard in exchange, or if you prefer, I will pay you for it."

3ButNaboth replied, "The Lono forbid that I should give
you the inheritance thatwas passed down by my ancestors."

4So Ahab went home angry and sullen because of Na-
both's answer. The king went to bed \,ÿith his face to the wall
and refused to eat!

s"What's the matter?" his wife Iezebel asked him.
"What's made you so upset that youle not eating?"

6"I asked Naboth to sell me hisüneyard or trade
refusedl" Ahab told her.

saÿng,"He cursed God and the king." So he was dragged o{
side the lown and stoned to dealh. !aThe town leaders til:
sent word to Jezebel, "Naboth has been stoned to death."f '

tsWhen ]ezebel heard the news, she said to Ahab, "ÿ
know the vineyard Naboth wouldnt sell you? Well, yout
have it nowl He's dead!" r650 Ahab immediatelv went dd

- -: king of krael replied to ]ehoshaphat, ,,There 
is one 1-:,an who coutd consulr the LoRD foi u;, triil;i;Til. i

:Ilgehgsjel alything bur rrouble fo, ..t Hi;;;;; '
.ansonof Imlah.,,
:;iraphat iepffi,,That,s not the way a king shouta I- 

s hear what he has to sav.,,

" ki;s 
"'ii;;;i;;riàiâ'ne or nis orriciais and said, l,Bring Micaiah son of Imlah.,, n

:'. Prophesies against Ahab ll
\.hab^of Israel and King lehoshaphat of ludah, hn tnelr royal robes, were sifting on thrones at th; i;-g floor near the gate of samària. Alt 

"iAù;;; ,;
)i:l:pr"ph.r-IlC rhere in front of rh.n .,,or. oi i,reKlan son ot Kenaanah, made some iron nomi si.aimed, ,,This 

is what the LoR_D says: with these c(i )\/ill gore the Arameans to death!,, ' 
.. ...."' 

;à
: :ll."r_p,r?!h:t agreed.-,,yes,,, they said,..go up ro-l!30 ano be !,rctorious, for the Lono wilt five'the at.

while,the mesenger who went to ger rr,licaiah saiO irT.0k, all the prophets.are promisin! ü.irüi";î; ;;;re rnat you agree with them and pr6mir. ru.c.ss.,t 
-

.licaiah replied, ,As 
surely as thô Lom fir.r, f üf pn

. \at the LoRD tells me to sry.,, 
f roVicaiah arrived before the king, Ahab asteA àv.. ah, should.we go to war against Èamoth-giËa;, ;;. ..e hold back?"

:eplled sarcastically,,,yes, go up and be üctori_ bur
LoR.D wtu gtve the king üctorvl, ;iiking replied sharply,:,gow many times mu$ I ;i;:!)fu sneak onty the truth to me wh"n yor rf.i[ ""J

,,'Licaiah told him, ,,In 
a üsion I saw aff frru.f ,.ut- $idii- mountains, like sheep l,rithout a shepnera. lnO Àiajto, r nerr master has been killed.* bend them kinil::Ce."'

I tell you?" the king of lsrael exclaimed to Ie- teh,
ne never prophesies anlthing but trouble for ;rlel

r,licaial continued, ,,Listen 
to \,vhat the fonn .rr*r liliim litting on his rhrone !ÿith ariiÀ;;Àj;;;i ;ï,1

.nd him, on his righl and on 1;,1.11. roanjiü â;;;\vJro^can entice.Aàab,to go into bante rÀii"ii --ii
eao so ne can be killed?,

ler-e many suggestions, zrand finally a spirit ap- ffi: re.lonrardsaid,,Icandoit!, 
shrir.. willyou do this?,the LoRD asked. ilrc;,::pirit replied, ,l 

r^,ill go out and inspire aff of oiliirnets to speak lies I o,
.,li succeed,'said the LoRD, ,Go 

ahead and do it., of hirr, see_ the LORD has put a lying spirit in ihe ;;;;
dri your prophets. For the Lono has pronounced from

ledekiah son of Kenaanah wuf f..a up to rr,{i.riuf., filTI.t,him across the face..,Since when dia rf.,. Soiiii " .ii
reave me to speak to you?,,he demanded. Blr

LLaiah replied,,,you r,ÿill find out soon enougtr Opnii-'e trlnglo hide in some secret room 1,, " 
àiluri,)t him!" the king of Israel ordered. "fate frim i'nari

jn; j|t1 solemgr of rhe ciry, and r" ,y ,* ù;;i;. *;T;ar-rnrs order lrom the king: ,put this man in fuiea
I f:_l-hl,l nothins bur breid and *rt., ,îiii'i '-,ii1.r) rrom the battle!,,,
riâiarr iauea;ïi you retum sur.ry, it *lr meun l?l'tï
.-.'hese Drcplp have no m6t n. 22:34 Hebreÿÿ tum Aoû hand 22:38 \arr. 22:43 Vetses 2 ):4 lb.5 J are numbered,, :.qa-ia,;.H;";;;1"'

family as I did the family of ]eroboam son of
family of Baasha son of Ahiiah, for you have

Nebat
made me

fuam!"

angry and have led lsrael into sin.'
,3"And regarding ]ezebel, the LoRD says,'Dogs

Iezebel's body at the plot of land in Jezreel."'
24"The members of Ahab's familywho die in the

be eaten bydogs, and those who die in the fieldvÿill be
bywltures."

27But when Ahab heard this message,he tore his
dressed in burlap, and fasted. He even slept in
went about in deep mouming.

æThen another to
2e"Do you see how
Because he has done this, I will not do what I
ing his lifetime. It will happen to his sons; I will
dynasty."

lehoshaphat and Ahab
For three years there was no war between
Israel.

itbuthe phatofludah
üsit, the king of Israel said to his officials, "Do you

22
7"Are you the king of Israel or not?" Jezebel demanded. that the town of Ramoth-gilead belongs to us? And

"Get up and eat something, and don't worry about it. I'll get
you Naboth's üneyard!"

650 she vwote letters in Ahab's name, sealed them with
his seal, and sent them to the elders and other leaders ofthe
town \,ÿhere Naboth lived. eln her letters she commanded:
"Call the citizens together for fasting and prayer, and give
Naboth a place of honor. toAnd then seat two scoundrels

done nothing to recapture it from the king of
4Then he turned to Jehoshaphat and asked,

me in battle to recover Ramoth-gilead?"

fehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel,
course! You and I are as one. My troops are
my horses are your horses." sThen Iehoshaphat
first let's find outwhat the LoRD says."

alludes to dung.
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ie king." Sohe
, death. 14The town
}. lias been stoned to
'.e news, she said
Â culdn't sell you? Well, t:.at replied, "That,s not the way a king should
o .{hab .:r what he has to say."
r claim it. . :ng of Israel called one of his officials and said,

Micaiah son of Imlah.,,

g i: lor himself. recive

Wasn't it

Lono.has not spoken through mel,,Then he added
standrng around, ,,Everyone 

mark mv words!,,

that the
to those

The Death of Ahab

:iD
::rb

says:

him,

æSo King Ahab of Israel and King Iehoshaphat of Iudah led
their arm ies againsr Ramoth_gteaï r"lf,.ii"â"f É,rrî rrlà
to lehoshaphar, ,,As 

we go into-bjttle, r *f aiidri.îyi.üiË
no one will recognize me, but you wear your rôyal roÉes.,,So
the kingof Iÿaer disguised himself,ana ir.r.ÿ*àiii"i" ü.nËl
.., 

r Meanwhile, the king of Aram had issued these orders to
nrs mlmy-h,vo chariot commanders: ,,Anack 

onlythe king ôilsrael. Don't bother wilh anyone else!,, ,rso wÉe; ih;'i;_
mean chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat in his rovit
robes, they wenr after him. ,,There 

is rnàti'^e;ri;ràË"tr;Ë'
shouted. But wh-en Jehoshaphat called ouï, ;rtf,.ifrrriài
commanders realized he was not the king of lsrael, and thei:
stopped chasing him.

too?
:: rlood at the very
:,:tt.l"'
: :cund me!"

: r:r'e come because
:.'-:,Ê LORD'S

ii: on you
:: rnale
<.' 2l am going to
-e::'coam 

son of
::. icr vou have
:,.:n
:e Lor.o says,

.::.1 in Jezreel.*'
::,niif whO
.: r []e in the

Lnder the

-:: ::op1e uhon
,:: :: the Israeliles r caiah toldhim,,,In a vision I saw all Israel scat-- mountains, like sheep !ÿithout a shepherd. And
- ia even slepi :: .aid,'Their master has been killed.* Send them

r - rr- t^--
.:e."'

tell you?" the king of Israel exclaimed ro Ie--e never prophesies anything but n-ouble i:r

. 
34An Aramean soldier, however, randomly shot an ar:o\l

aï.the Isrâejite troops and hit the king of IsrTei f en.t. 
j 

: :.
loints of his armor. ..Tum 

the horse"s* and get :-i' -. 
'tr

herel" Ahab groaned to the driver of his chai'ol : 
I : ,ài,

wounded!"

,,-ïl*9rh.rp$lys.a good king, fothltirgÈr ænore ofns raûer,Asa. Hedidwhatwas pleasirghüE t^oæ s.dd;*Duringhis reign, however, ne fâikotoffii ; ü"'pË#
shrines, 

_and 
the people stil offered wifices ard üHed

rncense there. 4lehoshaDhat also nEde p-æ rtth Èe kmg
of Israel.

^, 
4sThe rest of the events injehoshaphds reitn- fte e\1ert

or nls power, and the wars he u/aged ilE recüd€d m Ih"
loÿ 9! tlte History of the rcinss 

"of MorL.cd rildfr
rrom the land the rest of the male and fcnale shrire nmçti _

11te1, who still continued their practics ft-, ür"-d;;;
his father, Asa.

4(TherewasnokinginEdom 
at t:.": :::. -, :.putr..)

^ 
€Jehoshaphat also built a fleet r - :,:.: . ,: : :. :; sail toOphirforgo_ld.ButtheshipsnÉ.i: ... ,. . . ^-r,,;ii;

dlsaster in their home port ol :- .-.j:r.- _..,. re limeAhaziah.sonofAhabhadpropo.,, .-. -,-:.,,, i.iru
men satl W]th your men in the .- : : -. . . .ldDhat re'_
fused the request.

, soWhen fehoshaphat died he * :: I :rlec Hith his ances_
tors in the City of Daüd. Thei l-:s j".n Iehoram »e.r*à1ie
next king.

., 
35The battle.raged all that day, and thÈ i.:. :.:--:Ied

propped up in his chariot facing the .{rj:-.:j- . i :. oàfromhiswoundrandowntothe'lloor :: -.-.-,. rld uieveninganived he died. 36Just as thp s r. . =, ..:- ; - sln,
ran through his troops:,,We,re d,1. : : : . _ - : . : _ :, lir;;i/
. ÿSothekingdied,and hts:'..:. ., , . .- . . j-i. r:rd
buried there. rtThen his cr:- - ...: .j -...: -- :. ._ t: l
wheretheprostitute!:-:--.: - 

- 
j.:, I: - -, -__ _',.-'

seTherestoi:\.a.:- : - r :, -: .- :-:, ,- - -_'--,
did,includinsi:: ! - ,--, - -, . . .- --.-- -. _r,

Israp ":.. . - .' , ,....:_
n.l:

I

;... - ti dO

:] .: :L:S SCTS

r'.1! :.1 |,4:

:: :: -lis:: -:

i-. : :-.-::r -- -

ap-

of

icceed,'said the LoRD. ,Go
ahead and do it.'

.ee, the LoRD has put a lying spirit in the
cur prophets. For the LoRD hàs rronounced

.: replied, "If you retum safely, it will mean
:eôple haÿe no m6br
22:43 V€rses 22:43b-53

22:34$ebtewTumUoilthand.22-],AOt.his.blood,afrdtheîrc:ttritsbothed[intt])othsblaad,andtheA
arp numbered 2):44-s4 in Hebrewlexr. 22:48 Hebrcw fLeei .. ",i rf tàÀiii', ",,

"\

im-

Itr$ir
--mt

- olied sarcastically,,,yes, go up and be üctori_
iRD wlil give the king üctory!,;

<tng replied sharply, ,,How 
many times must I

];ou speak onlythe truth to me when you speak
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Ahaziah Rules in lsrael
srAhaziah son of Ahab began to rule over Israel in the seven-

teenth vear of King lehoshaphat's
in Samâria two Years. 

s'zButhe did
reim in Judah. He reigned
whàtwas eül inthe Lom's zKxcs

"lghor Uncertaini some have suggested leremiah orWritten Uncertain, possibly shortÿafter Xing 1eÀàiactContent lf you have ever seen a salmon struàolino to ,

like to be a good king in lsrael or Ju"dih. in 2
the current of evil. Only a handful struggle to
immoraliÿ, and complacency that surÉ"unds
wickedness, the prophets oftên take center st
the consequences of sin. Ultimately, however
tragedies that changed the face oilsrael,s hisl
destroyed by the Assyrians, and in 5g6 B.c. th
the Babylonians. As in the book of 1 Kinqs. all
result of the idolatry and wickedness tnai pen

.::inst Israel.
-: day Israel's new king Ahaziah, fell

vant
land of Moab rebelled dest

lifel'
through
Samaria

messengers to the temple with
to ask whether he would 16

the i5
of an room at his palace in and him,

So he sent
god of Ekron,

whv
ron,l
el to
done
I,vill s

17

thIol
him,
place
hoshi

1El

TheB

Elijal

2:
replied, "He was a hairy man,* and he wore a

gal.21

told n
Bul

YOUTST

gether
3Ti

asked
your n

"ot
about

4Th

told m
But

you yo
gether

sTh

sha an,
take yc

"of
about i

6Th(

told m(
But,

around his waist."

. Â ueaing clothing üade of hair. 1J'7 Hebtew/eftolan, a variant speillng (

F and

! ::?

| .:ave the
I -.rentto

king of Samaria

king, he asked

are

have done this, \,ÿill

"what

tr

"A man came up to us

Is no God in Israel?]
t -' Therefore,
I .rve

& , roklike?"
was

lltilil

ttilil[ili



rnple of his father and
ir:. son of Nebat, who had
-.c. sorshipedhim,

zKNcs
-:thor Uncertain; some have suggested Jeremiah or a group of prophets- tten Uncertain, possibly shortly after King lehoiachiis reiease in 362 a.c.
'tent lf you have ever seen a salmon struggling to swim upstream, you have an idea of what it was

like to be a good king in rsraer orJuààh. rn 2 Kings, .nort ot lÉ" kings simpry go arong with
the current of evil. onÿ a handful struggle to fol-tow the Cod of tsriet, releéiËg tÀà iàotur",
immorality, and complacency that surrounds them. rn order to counter this *üespread
wickedness, the prophets often take center stage in 2 Kings, warning kings and others abc -:the consequences of sin..Ultimateÿ, however, i,rickednesiprevaits, ina irings descrioes :..,:
tragedies.that changed the face of lsrael's hinory. ln 722 B:,.c. the Àorthern kiigdom or .5rj. ...: j
9"r[oy.9 by the Assyrians, and in 586 a.c. the southern kingdom of Judah wal dir-.", .. ..
the Babylonians. As in the book of j Kings, all these events aie interpieted as beinc :-: : -=::
result of the idolatry and wickedness thal pervaded the nations of rsrael and luoa--

vants. r4see how the fire from heaven cme do*rn and
land of Moab rebelled desûoyed the first trro groups, But no pleæe gae my

life!,,: Israel.
::i Israel's new king, Ahaziah, fell through the

of an upper room at his palace in Samaria and
So he sent messengers to the temple

god of Ekorr to ask whether he would

king he asked

sort of man was he?" the king demanded. "What

.:ired, "He was a hairy man,* and he wore a
:round his waist."
n Tishbel" the king exclaimed.
ient an army

-:r found him
captain with fifty soldiers to ar-
sitting on top of a hill. The cap-- n,"ManofGod,the kinghas commandedyou

-.,,.lrwithus."

,. once."
. : .ied, "If I am a man of God,let fire come down

men!"Andagain
them all.

lsThentheangelof theLoRDsaldtoEliiai. 'r: :: ": " -;him, and don't be afraid of him." So Elijah gc: :: :_ : À r:r
iÿith him to the king.

r6And Elijah said to the ktng, "This is Hhar :-.. -.._= :.j . !
Why did you send messengers to Baal-zebub :-.i : :,: : :.i-
ron,toaskwhetheryouwill recoveplsthere - : _.:.: - .-::
el to ans\,ÿer youl question? Therefore, bease ql trrræ
do.ne this, y,ou will never leave the bed you re tylry au to,:
will surely die."

rTSo Ahaziah died, iust as the Loi. ::: : :- :::
throughEliiah.SinceAhaziah did nor ra.i : i: - .: : _

him, his brother Joram* became the ni {- . -: -

place in the second yearof the reign oi'Ë: :::1 .: -

hoshaphat, king of Judah.
rsTherestoftheeventsinAhaziah s:ii:- :--. -: -: - -

The Book of the History of the King, i - :- : :.

Elijah Taken into Heaven

] Whenthe Lonowasabouttotake Eliri* tpBbrEl in
é a whùlwind, Elijah and Elisha wre rÀÈhg irm tlJ.
gal. 2And Eliiah said to Elisha, "Say hae fr dr {.orl hâs
told me to go to Bethel."

But Elisha replied, "As surety as tlre Ln» irres rri ncu
yourself live, I will never leaye you!" So ûe,-Er ,furn io-
gether to Bethel.

:The group of
asked him, "Did
your master away from

"Of course I know

prophetsfromB€ti€. -:-- : : .-: :::
you know thatü.-:i- ,: -. t :::

todav?you

about it."
::r replied to the captain, "If I am a man of God, +Then Elijah. lown from heaven and destroy you and your

and killed them all.
toldme togo to

. ren fire fell from heaven

" Elisha a:..,,:::: :_ :. :-.:

sâid to Elisha, 'Staÿ ke, fr üre losD has
lericho."

' rg sent another captain with fifty men.
. ' : him, "Man of God, the king demands that

The
you

But Elisha replied again, "As sre!-æ ûre losD tilrs and
you yourself live,I will never kaw 1ur'Sottxÿ *renton to-
gether to Jericho.

5Then the goup of prophes frorn l€richo came to Eli-
sha and asked him, "Didyoukmüraf the Lono isgoingto
take your master away from )rü toda)?-

"Of course I know,'Elislra ans,wered. "But be quiet
about it."

eThen Eliiah said to E.tiir Siai here, lor the Lono has
told me to go to the l"ria:. i,,.;.

But again Elisha repited _{s surely as the Lom lives and
-.'ig clothing mad.e ofhair. 1,17 Hebtew lehor4n, a variantspeliingof Joram

!r

. -he lÿent the hill

so soon?"
man came up to us

no God in

- erefore,
, :te

üthfifÿmen.
and fell to his

:1ijah. him, "O man of God,
r.r.life the lives of these, your fifty ser-

ilfltl
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you yourself live, I will never leave you." So
gether.

zEifÿ men from the group of prophets
as Elijah and Elishawatched from a distance

the Jordan River.

also rÿent and ple of Israel to comfiüt.
stopped beside aKing Mesha of Moab was a sheep breeder. He

.ect the plunder!"
: when the Moabites arrived atthe Israelite camp, the

: : Israel rushed out and attacked them until they
:nd ran. The army of Israel chased them into the
\toab, desroying everything as they went.+ 2sThey

:d the towns, covered their good land with stones,
: up all the springs, and cut down all the good trees.
rnly Kir-hareseth and its stone walls were left, but
r slings sunounded and attacked it.

- en the king of Moab saw that he was losing the bat-
-:C 700 of his swordsmen in a desperate attempt to
^:ough the enemy lines near the king of Edom, but
:C.27Th€n the kingofMoab took his oldest son,who
:ve been the nextking,and sacrificedhim as a bumt

- ln the wall. So therewas gIeat anger against Israel,*
.sraelites withdrew and retumed to their own land.

arms!"
"No,mylor

and get my h(
lTBut sure

And at that tir
sha had said.

r80ne day.
his father,wh
he cried out, "

His father I

his mother."
2oso the ser

on her lap. Bu
up and laid hi
door and left
band: "Send c

hurry to the n
2y,why go

festival nor a I

But she sair
24So she s,

"Hurryl Don't
2sAs she al

Elisha saw her
\,ÿoman from I

ask her,'Is evr

your child?"'
"Yes," the v
27But when

she fell to th(
feet. cehazi t
said, "Leave hr

has not told n
28Then she

didn't I say,'D
2eThen EIis

my staff and
quickly and 1a

30But the b
and you your:
me." So Elisha

IGtr:zr r
::: a i :i ; :

"lelps a Poor Widow
, daythe widowof a member of the $oup of proph-
-ame to Elisha and cried out, "My husband who
-ru is dead, and you know how he feared the LoRD.
. a creditor has come, threatening to take my two
, aves."

:t can I do to help you?" Elisha asked. "Tell me, what
'::ve in the house?"
- :ng at all, except a flask of olive oil," she replied.
:lisha said, "Bonow as many empty iars as you can
..r friends and neighbors. 4Then go into your house
: sons and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil
-r flask into the iars, setting each one aside when it

-. did as she was told. Her sons kept bringingiars to
: ,he filled one after another. 6soon every container

jl the brim!
: ]Ite another jar," she said to one of her sons.
': aren't any morel" he told her. And then the olive
::d flowing.
.-. she told the man of God what had happened, he
:r, "Now sell the olive oil and pay your debts, and
cur sons can live on what is left over."

:rd the Woman from Shunem
Elisha went to the town of Shunem. A wealih\
ed there, and she urged him to come to her to:.i

rL. After that, whenever he passed tl.at \\â.. :.
r there for something to eat.

,rd to her husband, "I am sure this man hhc s:c)s
ne to time is a holy man of God. roler s build a

r for him on the roof and fumish it rith a bed. a
-.air, and a lamp. Then he will have a place to sta\'

, he comes by."
ray Elisha retumed to Shunem, and he went up to
- room to rest. 12He said to his sewant Gehazi, "Tell
ri from Shunem Iwant 10 speak to her." When she

'3Elisha said to Gehazi, "Tell her, 'We appreciate
rncem you have shown us. What can we do for

' e put in a good word for you to the king or to the
:,.r of the armÿ"'

: replied, "my family takes good care of me."
:lisha asked Gehazi,'What can we do for her?"
-eplied, "She doesn't have a son, and her husband
:n." Miracles dur

- ,r back again," Elishatoldhim. Whenthe woman :aElisha now rr
:,rsha said to her as she stood in the doorway, land. One dal
: - 1g of the Hebrew is uncertain. 3:27 Or So Iÿa el's ongq u6 gr e at. The mear:.E .

they \,ÿent on to- his father had set up. 3Nevertheless, he continued in -acked and killed each other! Let's go, men of Moab, 16"Next year i
that Ieroboam son of Nebat had committed and led the

struck the water
them went across on dry ground!

your master. Perhaps
some mountain or in

ing him until they shamed him into agreeing,

War between lsrael and Moab

LoRD's sight, but not to
mother. He at least tore
2.21 Or or nake the
to pow watî on the

aThen Eli.iah folded his cloak together and
with it. The river diüded, and the two of

they kept urg-
, and he finally

pay the king of
and the wool of

Israel an annual fibute of 100,000
100,000 rams. sBut after Ahab's

me. Will you join me in battleagainst him?,,
And Jehoshaphat replied, "Why, of course! you and

as one. My lroops are your troops, and my horses
" sThen Iehoshaphat asked, "What routehorses.

take?"
"We will attack from the wildemess of Edom,',

plied.
eThe king of Edom and

three armies traveled along
wildemess for seven days. But there was no water
men or their animals.

lo"What should we do?" the king of Israel cried out.
LoRD the three of us here to let the
Moab

ewhen they came to the other sid€, Elijah said to Elisha,
"Tell me what I can do for you before I am taken awav.,,

And Elisha replied, "Pleâse let me inherit a doublé share
ofyour spirit and become your successor.,,

ro"You have askedadifficultthing,,, Elijahreplied.,,If you
see me when I am taken from you, then you will getyour re-
quest. But if not, then you won't."

. "1, t!_..y were walking along and talking, suddenly a
chariot of fire appeared, drawn bÿ horses of fir-e. It drove 6e-
tween the two men, separating them, and Eliiah was carried
by a whirlwind into heaven. tzElisha saw it and cried out,
"My fatherl My father! I see the chariots and charioteers of
Israel!" And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his
clothes in distress.

1:Elisha picked up Ëlijah's cloak, which had fallen when
he \,ÿas taken up. Then Elisha returned to the bank of the
Jordan River. raHe struck the water with Elijah,s cloak and
cried out, "Where is the LoRD, the God of Elijah?,,Then the
river divided, and Elisha went across.

15when the group of prophets from ]ericho saw from a
distance wtat happened, they exclaimed, ,,Elijah,s spirit
rests upon Elisha!"Andtheywent to meet him and bowedto
the ground before him. r6"Sir," they said, ,,just 

say the \,ÿord
and fifÿ of our strongest men will search the wildemess for

]oram's officers replied, "Elisha son
used to be Etiiah's personal assistant.P

l2Jehoshaphat sairl, "Yes, the LonD speaks through
the Spirit of the Lopo has left him on So the kings of Israel,ludah, and Edomwent to
some valley." Elisha.

"No," Elisha said, "don't send them." tzBut I 3"Why are you coming to me?"* Elisha asked the

llBut King )ehoshaphat of Judah asked, ,,Is
prophet ofthe LoRDwith us? If there is,we can askthe
what to do thrcugh him."

One of King
phat is here. He

Israel. "co to the pagan prophets of your father
mother!"said, "Alt right, send

days butdid not find
them.'" So fifÿ men searched for threê
Eliiah.
't I tell

t aElisha was still at |ericho when But King roram of Israel said, "Nol For it was the
they returned. "Didn' you not to go?"he asked. wào called us three kings here-only to be defeated

king of Moab!"
Elisha's First Miracles l4Elisha replied, "As
tronedaytheleadersofthetownoflerichoüsitedElis63. whomlserve,Iwouldn't
"We have a problem, mylord,"theytoldhim. "Thistownis respect for King Iehoshaphat of ludah. rsNow
Iocated in pleasant surroundings, as you can see. But the someonewhocanplaytheharp."
water is bad, and the land is unproductive.'

has brought
defeat us."

While the harp was being played, the
came upon Elisha, l6and he said, "This is. 2oElisha sajd, "Bring me a new bowl }ryith salt in it.,,So they

brought it to him. 2lThen he went out to the spring that sup-
plied the town \ryith water and threw the saltlnto-it. And Ëe
said, "This is what the LoRD says: I have purified this water.
It will no longer cause death or infertility.*,' :21n6 th. *r,..
has remained pure ever since, just as Elisha said.

23Blisha left fericho and went up to Bethel. As he was
walkingalongtheroad,a group of boys fromthe townbegan
mocking and making fun of him. "Go away, baldy!,,tÉev
chanted. "Co away, baldyl" 24Elisha tumed around anâ
looked at them, and he cursed them in the name of the

power* ofthe
whatthe

LoRn. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled fice was wâter
forty-two of them. 2sFrom there Elisha went to Mount Car- from the direction of
mel and fina§ retumed to Samaria. everywhere.

your cattle and other animals. 18But this is only a
thing for the LoRD, for he will make you üctorious
army of Moab! teYou will conquer the best of their
even the fortified ones. You will cut down all their
trees, stop up all therr springs, and ruin all their
with stones-"

2oThe next day
offered,

at aboutthe time when the

2rMeanwhile, when the people of Moab heard
three armies marching against them, they mobilized
man who was old enough to strap on a s\,ÿord, and
tioned themselves along their bdrder. 22But when
up the next moming, the sun was shining across the

:: :i::

:--::: - .-: _

T.ai-,: : ::

lt,t t)<lr L-'ùr iÉ

seven times ar
r6Then Elr

motherl" he s;
take your sonl
overwhelmed
arms and carrJ Ahab's son )or_am* began to rule over tsrael in the eigh-J teenth year of King lehoshaphat,s reign in ]udah."He

reigned in Samaria twelve years.2He did whàt was eül in the
the same extent as his father and making it appear red to the Moabites-like blood.
down the sacred pillar of Baat that bloodl" the Moabites exclaimed. ,,The three

lanàunproductiÿe;Hebrewrcadsorbanqness. l..lHebteÿ|Jehoram,avariantspellingofloram;alsoin3:6.3:ll
handsofnijah. f:'t3Hebrewt4&4risthereincommonbehtemAouandme? iiiueorewtnenand.

I
r armies illr'
Hebrew li.dr

I,/

rl1ltilll

lI
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,i:d and killed each otherl Let's go, men of Moab, 16"Next year at this time you will be holding a son in your
. the plunder!" arms!"

'<ii:d againsttheking
:::i:red the army of

oflsrael. rSo

Israel and

: ,:. rNevertheless, he continued in
:. ôi -\ebat had committed and led
:::,mlt.
l: \1oab was a sheep breeder. He
.s::el an annual tribute of 100,000
- !-1 000 rams. sBut after Ahab's

: en the Moabites arrived atthe Israelite camp,the
,:ael rushed out and attacked them until they
- ran. The army of Israel chased them into the
:b, destroÉng everything as they went.* 2sThey

te towns, covered their good land with stones,
: ail the springs, and cut down all the good trees.

Kir-hareseth and its stone walls were left, but
rgs surrounded and attacked it.

- :he king of Moab saw that he was losing the bat-
- û0 of his swordsmen in a desperate attempt to
-gh the enemy lines near the king of Edom, but

: : TThen the king of Moab took his oldest son, who
. Deen the next king, and sacrificed him as a burnt

:he wall. So there was $eat anger agâinst Israel,+
r elites \,ÿithdrew and returned to their own land.

"No, mylord!" she cried. "O man of God, don'tdeceive me
and get my hopes up like that."

17But sure enough, the woman soon became pregnant.
And at that time the followingyear she had a son, iust as Eli-
sha had said.

taone day when her child was older, he went out to help
his father, who was working\,ÿith the harvesters. resuddenly

he cried out, "My head hurts! My head hurtsl"
His father saidto one of the servants, "Carryhimhome to

his mother."
20Sothe servanttookhimhome,andhismotherheldhim

on her lap. But around noonüme he died. zrShe carried him
up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the
door and left him there. 22she sent a message to her hus-
band: "Send one of the servants and a donkey so that I can
hurry to the man of God and come right back."

2ÿ'why go toda)4" he asked. "It is neither a new moon

I

I

l:. :he way, he sent lhis message to
::: 'The king of Moab has rebelled
' re in battle against him?"
::. replied, "Why, of course! You
:: j:e your troops, and my horses
':ioshaphat 

ask€d, "What route

:. a:.m the \,ÿilderness of Edom," Ji

!:.-n and his troops joined them.
.:.:1 along a roundabout route
even days. But there was no water

.. ,re do?" the king of Israel cried o4.
:.i :Ie three of us here to let the

:hcshaphat of Judah asked, "1s

: il \r,ith us? Ifthere is,we can ask
gh him."
:::::. s officers replied, "Elisha so;
:':: to be Elijah's personal assistÀa
: ;.d "Yes,the Lom speaks
,::.1 lxdah,andEdomwentto

..: rcming to me?"* Elisha asked fr
-'e cagan prophets of your

:: :: Israel said, "No! For it was
:iÈ iings here-only to be

: ps a Poor Widow
the widow of a member of the $oup of proph- festival nor a Sabbath."

-e to Elisha and cried out, "My husband who Butshesaid,"Itwillbeallright."
.jdead,andyouknowhowhefearedtheLoRD. zrSo she saddled the donkey and said to the servant,
-ieditor has come, threatening to take my two "Hurry! Don't slow dôwn unless I tell you to."
--s." 25As she approached the man of God at Mount Carmel,
rnldotohelpyou?"Elishaasked."Tellme,what Elishasawherinthedistance.HesaidtoGehazi,"Look,the

- rn the house?" woman from Shunem is coming. 26Run out to meet her and
. et all, except a flask of olive oil," she replied. ask her, 'ls everything all right with you, your husband, and
, :ra said, "Borro\ry as many empty iars as you can your child?"'
:rends and neighbors.4Then go into yourhouse "Yes," the woman told Gehazi, "everythingis fine."
I rs and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil 27But when she came to the man of God at the mountain,
rsk into the jars, setting each one aside when it she fell to the $ound before him and caught hold of his

feet. Gehazi began to push her away, but the man of God
: i as she was told. Her sons kept bringing jars to said, "Leave her alone. She is deeply troubled, but the LoRD
, iilled one after another. 6soon every container has not told me \ryhat it is."
:e brim! 2aThen she said, "Did I ask you for a son, my lord? AnC
, another iar," she said to one of her sons. didn't I say, 'Don't deceive me and get my hopes up?"
:-rn't any morel" he told her. And then the olive ,eThen Elisha said to Gehazi, "Get ready to tra\el- lake
:.owing. my staff and go! Don't talk to anyone alons thr h,1,, ùù
-etoldthemanofGodwhathadhappened,he quicklyandlaythestaffonthechild'sface
\ow sell the olive oil and pay your debts, and soBut the boÿs mother said, "As sr.jrel,, a s :r Ê :.- :.- .: . e s

r sonscanliveonwhatisleftover." and you yourself live, I \\,on't sc l.l:"e -:..sr , i - .- rrî:
me." So Elisha returned *::: : e:

I the Woman from Shunem rrGehazi hurried ,:r. a::r,: ::.i .::: ::a r:::: :- .-;
.ha went to the town of Shunem. A wealthr chi d s facÈ cir r.t^ '.!= -rr:.'-ii l-Ë-. -= - , :- i

rlhere,andsheurgedhimtocometoherhome life.HeretumedrcneetEl.shaa:dr.,ci.:-.-.-...:..
\fter that, whenever he passed that way, he süll dead."
-.ere for something to eat. rzWhen Elisha amved, the child uas :icÊ-i : =: : .- - a

- .,r her husband, "I am sure this man who stops there on the prophet's bed. s3He went in a:o:.Ê :: : ,: - . --..
. to time is a holy man of God. lolet's build a door behind him and prayed to the LcRn. vl-.: : .,.
: i him on the roof and fumish it with a bed, a down on the child's body, placing his moutl' li -:. -: ..: tr

- :nd a lamp. Then he $rill have a place to stay mouth, his eyes on the child's eyes, and hrs h:: :, - :. '-. .t
' . :omes by." child's hands. And as he stretched out on :.:::. -,- : :: :. f, !

:lisharetumedtoShunem,andhewentupto body began to grow warrn again! 35Elisl-.: g.: -: ,\:.iÈd
rmtorest. r2HesaidtohisservantGehazi,"Tell back and forth across the room once ari ::t: s:e:cied

- j.m Shunem I want to speak to her." When she himself out again on the child. This nrre ':e ::,' i:.tzed
r :sha said to Gehazi, "Tell her, 'We appreciate seven times and opened his eyesl

ern you have shown us. What can we do for 36Then Elishâ summoned Gehaz: Iai. r:,< chrid's
rrtinagoodwordforyoutothekingortothe mother!"hesaid.Andwhenshecêr,err. !iis:,:>aid. Here,
: ihe armÿ"' take your son!" 37she fell at his feet ani t!:rrei D€:ore him,
,:lied, "my family takes good care of me." overwhelmed with $atitude. Then s r.Ê irok 1€r son in her
-ri asked Gehazi, "What canwe do for her?" arms and carried him downstairs.
.d, "She doesnt have a son, and her husband

Miracles during a Famine
::ckagain,"Elishatoldhim.Whenthewoman 3EElishanowretumedtoGilgal,andtherewasafamineinthe

: said to her as she stood in the doorway, land. One day as the group of prophets was seated before
::àeHebrewisùncertaia. r2TOtSolÿael'sMgqw6greaLmemeaningoftheHebreuisuncertain.4:29Hebrew8irl

i lehoshaphat of Judah. rsNow

r. plav the harp."

:;..-1't eYen

r,::eI
.:: lf

:r red to the

as the LoRD

: ï as being played, the
: '5and 

he said, "This is
power*
whatthe

but this
,. re f11led \^/ith pools of watel
. :rr rain, says the LoRD,
::r )-ouwillhaveplenÿ
:ter animals. rEBut this is onh'

' 
- :r.. he will make you

.iur'..r *'ill conquer the best of
r: rres You will cut down all-:.ï springs, and ruin all theit

. :: aloutthe timewhenthe

:> aiong their border. 22But §'l}er
:..:.9 the sun

,:::ts exclaimed. "The thre? :r-q ilri
' ::- ig of Joram; llso in 3:6. 3:1 1 i:: , r
I ' 5 iÈbrew fhe hard.

,,fr[
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him, he said to his sewant, "Put a large pot on the fire, and
make some stew for the rest of the $oup."

3eone of the young men went out into the field to gather
herbs and came back with a pocketful of wild gourds. He
shredded them and put them into the pot without realizing
they were poisonous. 4osome of the stew was served to the
men. But after they had eaten a bite or two they cried out,
"Man of God, there's poison in this stew!" So theywould not
eat it.

+tElisha said, "Bring me some flour." Then he threw it
into the pot and said, "Now it's all right; go ahead and eat."
And then it did not harm them.

42one day a manfrom Baal-shalishahbroughtthe man of
God a sack of fresh $ain and twenty loaves of barley bread
made from the first grain of his harvest. Elisha said, "Give it
to the people so they can eat."

a3'What?" his servant exclaimed. "Feed a hundred peo-
ple with only this?"

But Elisha repeated, "Give it to the people so they can eat,
for this is \,ÿhat the LoRD says: Everyone will eat, and there
will even be some left over!" 4And when they gave it to the
people, there was plenÿfor al} and some left over,iust as the
Lon» had promised.

The Healing of Naaman
/. The king of Aram had great admiration for Naaman, the
J commander of his army, because through him the LoRD
had given Aram great victories. But though Naaman was a
mighty warrior, he suffered from leprosy.*

2At this time Aramean raiders had invaded the land of Is-
rael, and among their captives \,ÿas a young girl who had
been given to Naaman's \ryife as a maid. 3one day the
said to her mistress, "l wish my master would go to see
prophet in Samaria. He would heal him of his leprosy."

4So Naaman told the kingwhat the
had said. s"Go and üsit the prophet,"

clothing. 6The letter to the king ofIsrael said: "With this let-
ter I present my servant Naaman. I want you to heal him of
his leprosy."

Twhen the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his
clothes in dismay and said, "This man sends me a leper to
heal! Am I God, that I can give life and take it awa)f I can see
that he's iust trying to pick a fight with me."

sBut when Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of
Israelhad tomhis clothes in dismay, he sent this message to
him: "Why are you so upse? Send Naaman to me, and he
will leam that there is a true prophet here in Israel."

eso Nâaman went with his horses and chariots and
waited at the door of Elisha's house. toBut Elisha sent a mes-

he would certainly come out to meet mel" he said. "I ex-
pected him to wave his hand over the leprosy and call on the
name of the LoRD his God and heal me! r2Aren't the rivers of

wouldn'tyou have done it? Soyou should certainlyobeyhr
when he says simply,'Go and wash andbe curedl"'14So |5
man went down to the ]ordan River and dipped himd
seven times, as the man of God had instructed him. Andh
skin became as healthy as the skin of a young child's, andh
was healed!

r sThen Naaman and his entire party Lvent back to find ü
man of God. They stoodbefore him, and Naaman said, "|,kl
I know that there is no God in all the world except in Isra.
So please accept a gift from your sewant."

r6But Elisha replied, "As surely as the LoRD lives, whon
sewe, l will not accept anygifts." Andthough Naaman uÇ
him to take the gift, Elisha refused.

l7Then Naaman said, "AIl right, but please allow mel
load two of my mules vÿith earth from this place, and I d
take it back home with me. From now on I will never ag!
offer burnt offerings or sacrifices to any other god ex4l
the LoRD. rEHowever, may the LoRD pardon me in this c
thing: When my master the king goes into the temple of fl
god Rimmon to worship there and leans on my arm,mayl
Lom pardon me when I bow, too."

re"Go in peace," Elisha said. So Naaman started hil
again.

The Greed of Gehazi
20But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man of God, salil
himself, "My master should not have let this Aramean!$
away without accepting any of his gifts. As surely as 11

Lono lives, I will chase after him and get something taa
him." 2rSo Gehazi set off after Naaman.

V/hen Naaman saw Gehazi running after him, he
down fromhis chariot andwentto meet him. "Is
all right?" Naaman asked.

-.r they arrived at the lordan, they began cutting Ber' rees. sBut as one of them was cutting a-tree, his ai ,osr
.':ii into theriver.,,Oh,sir!,, he $ied.,ftùas a tonoweà teie

]5re ala it falt?'the man of God asked. when he ll;e]
.l him the place, Elisha cut a stick and threw it into th; cup' :t th"t spot. Then the ax head floated to the surface. 

'2

,: 
_it," Elisha said. And the man reached out sn4 oft)

::d it. the

': Traps the Arameans do;
- the. king of Aram was at war \4/ith Israel, he ,o116 fron' hrith-his officers and say, ..We wiit moOitize oui "M
,r such and such a place.,, S

- rmmediately Elisha, the man of God,*ou,d *u*,h. you
' l\rael, "Do not go near that place, for fhe Arameani cool

r rng to mobilize their troops there.,, ro56 thg k1rr.1 'Kill
uld send word to the place indicated bv the mai of son.'

re and again Elisha warned the kinq, so that he s
. on the alert there. " And

king of Aram became very upser over tus He lllt.. ol tlcers together and demanded,,,Which o{ vou is 'l y
. r?whohas been informing thekingof lsraef âf mÿ tn]rl

not us, my iord the king,, one of the officers r"_ llI
.\ha, the prophet in Israel, tells the kins of lsrael lll,^,' .\ ords you speak in the privacy of yow UËaroo.i; a,[]],rnd find outwherehe is,,, Ihe [ingcommanaeO,.,so iiior- i troops to seize him.,,

:r report came back ,,Elisha 
is at Dotnrn.,, ,oSo on. .tiàl

. 
. 
:i1C 9l1ram::nr a.great army with *uny .hu;ior; ;;À;

-,:s to surround the city.
:n the servant of the man of God got up early the
:',tng and went outside, there were troops, horses,:' lts everywhere. ,,Oh, sir,whatwill we do now?" the

rn cried to Elisha.
- I be afraid!" Elisha told him. ,,For 

there are more
te than on theirs!,, rzThen Elisha prayed,,,O Lono,
_\ es and let him see!,, The Lono opened the young

.and 
when he looked up, he saw that the hillsid;

l.a was filled \^/ith horses and chariots of fire.-: Aramean army advanced toward him, Elisha, LoRD, please make them blind.,,So the LoRD' .: with blindness as Elisha had asked.
:iisha went out and told them,,,you have come- : r ay! This isn't the right cityl Follow me, and I rvill
:ne man you are lookingfor.,,And he led them to-::maria.

him. "I will send a letter of introduction for you to take to two sets of clothing to give to them.
the king of Israel." So Naaman started out, carrying as gifts 23"8y all means, take
750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold,* and ten sets of sisted. He gave him two

grrl
the

2"Yes," Gehazi said, "but my master has sent me
young girl from Israel you that two young prophets from the hill country
the king of Aram told im have iust arrived. He would like 7 5 pounds* of r

twice as much* silver,"
sets of clothing, tied up the

7i
markr
one p,

only o
2Tt

"That
dows r

But
eyes, b

Leper
3Now l

trance
die?" tl
but vÿit

in two bags, and sent two ofhis servants to carry
Gehazi. 24But when they arrived at the citadel,+

the
Gehazi

the gifts from the servants and sent the men back.
went and hid the gifts inside the house.

zsWhen he went in to his master, Elisha asked
"Where have you been, Gehazi?"

"I haven't been an)where," he replied.
,6But Elisha asked him, "Donlyou realize that I

in spirit when Naaman stepped down from his ,

meetyou? Is this the tme to receive money and
ive groves and vineyards, sheep and cattle, and male

I you
from

senger out to him with this message: "Go and wash yourself When Gehazi left the room, he was covered with
seven times in the Jordan River. Then your skin will be re- skin was white as sno\,ÿ.

stored, and you will be healed ofyour leprosy."
r 1 But Naaman became angry and stalked away. "I thought The

- as lhey had entered Samaria, Elisha orar"d. there.l
.\ open theireyesand letthem see.,,Sortrelôn, I§ana

,j:::and 
rhey discovered lhar tn"y *er" in rt. Krrl!1,

:e king of Israel saw them, he shouteA to etna,B*11
iould I kitl them? Should I kin lhem?,, :liï.:

. -(e notl" Elisha replied. ,,Do 
we kill priron.r, of liil'^'l

---n,,food and drink and send tnem'rrome again raij ira'.

. lng made a great feast for them ana tiren sent ffi,Ï. to their master. After that, the Aramean raiaers in'rng'ei: irom the land of Israel. swh
1' or 8 0 sh_?ke.Ls Q pounds, ol O. g k ilogramsj o/ 5i I v e t. a nd 

-. 
o I d ( db ApdvanerlolWjd\egeldble. 6t33Hebrewie. 7:"laHeb-ex t, i I' /:rbHebre}2sed,hrlt)titptilafbartpuBratnuittco,L i,i ) . _-"Drewwordusedhereandthroughoutlii\pdssagê\anJ- -. _'

male servants? 2TBecause

descendants will suffer

6

have done this, you
, Naaman's leprosy

to Elisha
we

r Floating Ax Head
One day the group of prophets came
him, "As you can see, this place where

is too small. 2let's

Damascus, the Abana and the Pharpar, better than any of the are plenty of logs.
rivers of Israel? Why shouldn't i wash in them and be meet."
healed?" So Naaman turned andwent awayln a rage. "All right," he told t\em, "go ahead."

13But his officers tried to reason \4/ith him and said, "Sir,+ 3"Please come with us," someone suggested.
if the prophet had told you to do something very difficult, "l \^rill," he said. 4So he went with them.
SilOrfrofracofrtagiowskind6e6e.'lheHebrewwordusedhereandthroughoutthispassagecandesqibeEriousskindiseases.5:5Hebrew
[]40kilo$amslofJii?er,6,000sheke1:l6Skrlo.{ans)ofgold. SilSHebtewMAfather 5',22lHebry1talentl34kilogramsl.5:2fHebrew
2 ralerrs [68 kilograms]. ,24HeûeN the OpheL

il"

rllil]ltiililm
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, :r have done it? SoYou should
- , s simply,'Go andwash and be laSo

: ;c\{''r1 to the Jordan River and dipped
-... as the man of God had instructed him.
3me as healthy as the skin of ayoung child's,

: a: there is no God in all the world except in

: :..ept a gift from your sewant."
Eiisha replied, "As surely as the LoRD lives,

gifts." And though Naaman
refused.

' they arrived at the Jordan, they began cutting
.:s. sBut as one of them was cutting a tree, his ax
:nto the river. "Oh, sirl" he cried. "It was a borrowed

.re did it fall?" the man of God asked. When he
: : rm the place, Elisha cut a stick and threw it into the

hat spot. Then the ax head floated to the surface.
: " Elisha said. And the man reached out and

:.t.

-raps the Arameans
ie king of Aram was at war with Israel, he would
.:th his officers and say, "We will mobilize our
.uch and such a place."

-mediately Elisha, the man of God,would warn the
,:ael, "Do not go near that place, for the Arameans
ing to mobilize their troops there." toSo the king of
Jld send word to the place indicated by the man of

- e and again Elisha warned the king, so that he
: Jn the alert there.
.rng of Aram became very upset over this. He
-rfficers together and demanded, "Which of you is
-'Who has been informingthe king of Israel of mv

-Lrt us, my lord the king," one of the officers re-
:ha, the prophet in Israel, tells the king of Israel
, crds you speak in the privacy of your bedroom!"

::d find outwhere he is," the king commanded, "so
r :roops to seize him."
. report came back: "Elisha is at Dothan." 14So one
. ing of Aram sent a $eat army with many chariots
,. to surround the city.
- the servant of the man of God got up early the
- .ng and went outside, there were troops, horses,

.s everywhere. "Oh, sir,whatwillwe do no!ÿ?" the

poge22j...2 Kl NCS 7

Ben-Hadad Besieges Samaria
24some time later, however, King Ben-hadad of Aram mus-
tered his entire army and besieged Samaria. 25As a result,
there was a great famine in the city. The siege lasted so long
that a donkey's head sold for eighty pieces of silver, and a
cup of dove's dung sold for five pieces* of silver.

260ne dryas the king of Israelwas walking along the wall
of the ciÿ, a woman called to him, "Please help me, my lord
the king!"

27He answered, "If the LoRD doesnt help you, what can I
do? I have neither food from the threshing floor nor wine
from the press to give you." 28But then the king asked,
"What is the matter?"

She replied, "This woman said to me: 'Come on, let's eat
your son today, then we will eat my son tomorrow.'2eso we
cooked my son and ate him. Then the next day I said to her,
'Kill your son so we can eat him,'but she has hidden her
son."

3owhenthe king heardthis,hetore his clothes in despair.
And as the king walked along the wall, the people could see
that he was wearing burlap under his robe next to his skin.
3r"May God strike me and even kill me if I dont separate Eli-
sha's head from his shoulders this veryday,"the kingvowed.

r2Elisha rças sitting in his house )ÿith the elders of Israel
when the king sent a messenger to summon him. But before
the messenger arrived, Elisha said to the elders, "Amurderer
has sent a man to cut off my head. When he arrives, shutthe
door and keep him out. We Miill soon hear his master's steps
followinghim."

sswhile Elisha was still saying this, the messenger ar-
rived. And the king* said, "All this misery is from the LoRD!
Why should I wait foi the Lono any longer?"

7 Elisha replied, "Listen to this message from the Lono!
/ This is whal the LoRD says: By this time tomorrow in the
markets of Samaria, five quarts of choice flourwill cost only

i.-i not accept anyl
:(. the gift, Elisha

:ion me when I bow, too."
in peace," Elisha said. So Naaman started

'eed of Gehazi
::.azl the servant of Elisha, the man of God,

11\ master should not have let this
r--:.:Jl accepting any of his gifts
,:: I *ill chase after him and get

>: ;ehazi set off after Naaman.

As surely

:. \aaman saw Gehazi running after him,
'r: his chariot and went to meet him. "Is

.-' \aaman asked.
:s Gehazi said, "but my master has sent me

: :,. r r,oung prophets from the hill country oi
, -'t arrived. He would Iike 75 pounds* of
i .: .lothing to give to them."
, : ::,eans, take twice as much* silver,"
i€ gi\e him two sets of clothing, tied uP the

:::: and sent two of his servants to
::! ,r rvhen they arrived at the citadel,
i ::r- the servants and sent the men back.
-.: ::: the gifts inside the house.
r.: :.e \{ent in to his master, Elisha

= 
:.: .. r ou been, Gehazi?"

| ,:: : been an),\dhere," he rePlied.
: i .i: asked him, "Don'tyou realizethat I
: ,..:..n \aaman stepped down from his

r -) i: thrs the time to receive money and

:€:.:ir ieft the room, he was covered with
5 ;\:.lle aS SnOW.

l,oating Ax Head
: l: :ne group of prophets came to Elisha

can see, this place wherewe meet

- ;ried to Elisha. one piece of silver,* and ten quarts of barley grain will cost
be afraidl" Elisha told him. "For there are more only one piece of silver.*"

:. than on theirs!,, rTThen Elisha prayed,,,O Lonu, 2The offtcer assisting the king said to the man of God,
..s and let him see!,,The Lono opened the vouns "That couldn't happen even if the LoRD opened the win-
, and when he looked up, he saü that the hillsid; dows of heaven!"

:,a was filled with horsès and chariots of fire. But Elisha replied, "You wiil see it happen wjth vour orrn

. \ramean army advanced to\4iard him, Elisha e)es, but Vou won't be able to eat an\ of it "

Lono, please make them blind." So the LoRD
, - rt'ith blindness as Elisha had asked. Lepers Visit the Enemy Camp

: rsha went out and told them.,,you have come rNow there were four men with leprosy+ sithng at the en-

.rvlThisisn,ttherightcity!Followme,andlwill trance,ofthecitygates."Whyshouldwesitherewaitingto
'rô man you are loothg fôr." 1nà ne Ëà tn.. to 9jÿ- llty.:iktd tach other' 4"We \trill starve if we stay here,

r:maria. but with the famine in the ciÿ, we will starve if we go back

: as rhey had enrered s,.,:i:::ji:liJ^,.rq ll::ii".i:['f§âiffllê:,i'liiiiffi:.1:lt;,iÏff:;
'\ open their eyes and Iet them se,e." so tne rg3 r.iù ,r, *. ir"rra Éave died any,vay.,,
: eves, and they discovered that they were in the rso ,t twiiignt tney set out for the camp of the Arameans.
'raria But when the-y camé to the edge of the camp, no one was
:',e king of Israel saw them, he.shouted to Elisha, there! 6For the Lord had causeà the Aramean army to hear
,:rculd I kill them? Should I kill them?" the clatter of speeding chariots and the galloping of horses
- renot!"Elishareplied."Dowekillprisonersof andthesoundiofagréatarmyapproacning.,,îhàkingofts-
.n food and drink and send them home again rael has hired the Hittites and Egyptians* tô attack us!,, they
.i." cried to one another. 7So they panicked and ran into the

. 1g made a $eat feast for them and then sent night, abandoning their tents, horses, donkeys, and every-
r iheir master. After that, the Aramean raiders thing else, as they fled for their lives.
':--m the land of Israel. 8when the lepers arrived at the edge of the camp, thev

' S0shekels [2 pounds, or 0.9 ki]ogramsl ofsiluer, andl/a of a cabl\.3lileriof doue's dung soldfol sshekeir [2 ounces, or 57 grams]
i.:larietyofwildvegetable.6:33Hebrewhe- 7:"la6ebrewlseahl6lite$)ofchoicefLourwillcostlshekello.lot\ces,orIEi-:- lbHebrew2se4l6[]2lile$)ofbarleAErainwillcostlshekelll.4ounces,orllgramsl;alsoinT:16,18 7:3Ortr'iflrj..,::ji: :
'.r:e\r},ordùsedhereandthroughoutthispassagecandescribevariousskindiseases.7:6Possibl\.drdtheÊr.fl:_'\r:.r.:r:::_

-: . :Let's go do\\n to the ]ordan River,

r:, of logs. There we can build a new place

xgllt " he told them, "go ahead."
::s: ccme rritr us," someone suggested.

-: :re saio. rso he went with them.

as :: :a: :.!iaib€ various skin diseases. 5:5 Hebrew
5 :22 i.2. ê.r I !:alenf [34 kilo$ams]. 5:23 Hebre\l 4

.:i.i offerings or sacrifices to other
r sHowever, LoRD me
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story. So he directed one of his officials to see that
thing she had lostwas rcstored to her,

Come on, let's go back and tell the people at the palâce." any crops that had been harvested during her
roso they went back to the ciÿ and

what had happened. "We \4rent out to
they said, "and no one was there! The

told the gatekeepers
the Aramean campl' Hazael Murders Ben-Hadad
horses and donkeys zplisha tÿent to Dâmascus, the capital of Aram,

were tethered and the tents were all in order, but there Ben-hadad lay sick. When someone told the
wasnt a single person around!" rrThen the gatekeepers man of God had come, sthe king said to Hazael,
shouted the news to the people in the palace. to the man of God. Then tell him to ask the Lono,

cover from this illness?"'
eSo Hazael loaded down forty camels with the

products
and said,
sent me to ask, 'Vvill I recover from this illness?"'

toAnd Elisha replied,'
cover.' But actually the

"Go and tell him,'You \.vill
Lonn has shown me that

surely die!" t tElisha stared at Hazael* with a
Hazael became uneasy.* Then the man of
weeplng.

r2"What's the matter, my lord?" Hazael asked him.

rrHazael responded, "How could a nobody like
accomplish such great things?"

Elisha answered, "The LoRD has sho\.m me that
going to be the king of Aram."

r4when Hazael left Elisha and tÿent back, the
him, "What did Elisha tell you?"

And Hazael replied, "He told me that you }rill
cover."

Jehoram Rules in ludah

Lorc's sight. reBut the LoRD did not want to
for he had made a covenant with Daüd and

woman now, and this is her son-the' verv one
brought back to lifel"

eFinally, they said to each other, "This is not right. This is a 6"Is this true?,,the king asked her. And she told

2 KINGS 8...poge224

went into one tent after another, eating and drinking wine;
and they carried off silver and gold and clothing and hid it.

dayofgood news, andwe
wait until moming, some

aren't sharing it with anyone! If we
calamitywill certainlyfall upon us.

lsrael Plunders the Camp
lzlhe king got out of bed in the middle of the night and told
his officers, "I know what has happened. The Arameans
know we are starying, so they have left their camp and have
hidden in the fields. They are expecting us to leâve the city,
and then they will take us alive and capture the city."

l3one of his officers replied, "We had better send out
scouts to check into this. Let them take five of the remaining
horses. If something happens to them, it will be no worsè
than ifthey stayhere and die u/ith the rest of us."

r4so tu/o chariots with horses were prepared, and the
king sent scouts to see what had happened to the Aramean
army. 1 sThey went all the way to the Jordan River, following
a trail of clothing and equipment that the Arameans haà
thrown away in their mad rush to escape. The scouts re-
tumed and told the king about it. r6Then the people of Sa-
maria rushed out and plundered the Aramean camp. So it
\.ÿas true that five quarts of choice flour were sold that day
for one piece of silver, and ten quarts of barley grain werê
sold for one piece of silver,,ust as the Lono had promised.
r TThe king appointed his officer to control the traffic at the
gate,buthewas knocked down and trampledto death as the
people rushed out.

So eveÿhing happened exactly as the man of God had
predicted when the king came to his house. l8The man of
God had said to the king, "By this time tomorrow in the mar-
kets of Samaria, five quarts of choice flour will cost one
piece of silver, and ten quarts of barley grain will cost one
piece of silver."

leThe king's officer had replied, "That couldn,t happen
even if the Lono opened the windows of heaven!" And the
man of God had said, "You will see it happen with your own
eyes, but you won't be able to eat any of it!" 2oAnd so it was,
for the people trampled him to death at the gate!

The Woman from Shunem Returns Home
(f Elisha had told the woman whose son he had brought
O back to life, "Take your family and move to some otfier
place, for the LopD has called for a famine on Israel that will
last for seven years." 2So the woman did as the man of God
instructed. She took her family and settled in the land of the
Philistines for seven years.

rAfter the famine ended she retumed from the land of
the Philistines, and she went to see the king about getting
back her house and land. 4As she came in, the king wàs talk
ing with Gehazi, the servant of the man of cod. Thà king had
iust said, "Tell me some stories about the gIeat things Elisha
has done." sAnd cehazi was telling the king about ihe time
Elisha had brought a boy back to life. At that very moment,
the mother of the boy walked in to make her appeal to the
king about her house and land.

"Look, my lord the king!" Gehazi exclaimed. ,'Here 
is the

lules in ludah Judah ,

r. of Jehoram began to rule over fudah in the watchr, r i the reign of Joram son of Ahab, king of Israel. approa.- was twenty-two years old when he became trbbps
, :eigned in |erusalem one year. His mother was ,,§.n
.-::nddaughter of King Omri of Israel. 2TAhaziah Joram (. eril example of King Ahab,s family. He did rsso

ln the LoRn's sight,.iust as Ahab,s fâmilv had kins wz
., as related by marriage to the family ot Ahab. linu

. -,oined 
Joram son of Ahab, the king of Israel, in behind

-..rst King Hazael of Aram at Ramoth-gilead. Ther
- ::means wounded King ioram in the battle, rehe met the-ezreel 

to recover from the wounds he had re- teSo
: :::Loth.* Because |oram was wounded, King Aha_ them a.

: - \vent to Jezreel to üsit him. peace.,,

: rted King of lsrael ,r,fifi]
-rie, Elisha the prophet had summoned a mem_ 2oThr

e.group of prophets. "Get ready to travel,,,* he them, b
.:,d take this flask of olive oil with you. Co to Nimsiri,
,J. zand find Jehu son of lehoshaphat, son of zr-gr
- im into a private room away l-rom his friends, mandà
.. oil over his head. Say to him, ,This 

is what the iü;j^otntyoutobe,thekingoverlsrael.,Thenopen 
rode ou.

: run for your life!,, plot of I
rung prophet did as he was told and went to ioram d,: .rd..sWhen_he arrived there, he found Iehu sit_ Iehu

- ,\ith the other army officers. ,,I 
have a message iaotatry

- nander,"he said. around li one of us?" iehu asked. 23The
ommander," he replied. shoutinÉ
't the others and \,vent into the house. fhen the drew hii

r:.et poured the oil over Jehu,s head and said, rowpierr
ri the LoRD, the God of Israel, says: I anoint you xiehr
' . LoRn's people, Israel. ryou are to destroy ihe of la;d t',b. your master. In this way, I will avengé the ber wÀe

. prophets and all the LoRD,s servants whà were Ahab? TI
-:ebel. aThe entire family of Ahab must be üpea sofemnii. itroy every one of his male descendanls, siave land. sar

. . anyrvhere in lsrael. ,l will destroythe family of that I sa\
. ..troyed the families of,eroboam son of Nebat erw. iu.sr- 

r son of Ahijah. toDogs \^/ill eat Ahab,s wrfe Jeze_ irVçi,' 
: r of land in Jezreel, and no one will bury irer.,, he fled'a
-ng prophet opened the door and ran. shoutins
rr back to his feilow officers, and one of ttrem ior aiinË
What did that madman want? Is everything all fa.às,Uà1

: r howa man like rhat babbleson,,,Iehu replied. iltri:t,i
rrding something," they said. ,,Tell us.,, IuaaÀin r' d them, "He said to me,,This is what the LoRD

.rnointedyoutobekingoverlsrael.,,, The Dea
.:.e,v quickly spread out their cloaks on the bare roWhen l
.ew the ram's hom, shouting,,,Iehu is kingl,, .0.. to i

: loram and Ahaziah :ll:itJi
I n ofJehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, Ied a conspir- derer? yo
{ingJoram. (NowJoram had been with the aimy rzyehu

-ilead, defending Israel against the forces oî "Whoiro
ol Aram. rsBut King Joram- was wounded in at him. rr: and retumed to Jezreel to recover from his out the \1,
ehu told the men \.ÿith him, .,lf you want me to and on tn- t let anyone leave to\^?n and go to Jezreel to re_ horses,hc

: have done." 34Then
::.u got into a chariot and rode to Jezreel to find Afterw,arc' rr'ho was ÿing there wounded. King Ahaziah of woman, ic

r4 d\driantspellingot Ramorh. 9:l HebtewBind.uptjoutlot{ 9 15.. h-p\ÿ rumcd his hanL. 9:31 See I Kgs I 6:9. I o, wh;rà Zlmfl (illed n . _ .

the

would continue to rule, shining likehis descendants
forever.

ites surrounded him and his chariot commanders,
went out at night and attacked them* under cover
ness. But |ehoram's army deserted him and fled
homes. zSo Edom has been i

day. The town ofLibnahalso

tors in the City of Daüd. Then his son Ahaziah
next king.

8:l'lâHebrewHestaredathim. *llblhemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain. 8:l3tlebrew odog. Bi2làHebtew,fol4m,avariantsfrclling {flJoflehoram;alsoinS:23,24. 8:2lbcreekversionreàds§eir. 8t21<otheumtiltandescaped.Th;mea i^gofttreue'Lewisunc".tain.
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i rs her son-the very

rg asked her. And she
-: -f his officials to see
51ored to her,
i h-arrested during her

r-Hadad
..r) the capital of
-i:, someone told the
.:e king said to
r. teil him to ask the LoPD,

lJ,*n forty
is a glft for
: 3en-hadad, the king of
,:: t'er from this illness?"'
'C,,r andtellhim,

. - Ihen the.man

::.r lord?" Hazael
:,1 -l,e terrible things
- l,ril bum their

dash their

:-:it COUld a
'j-,rrgs?"
': LcRn has shown me

r-l:: a and went back,
..-,OU?"
'He told me that you

:z::L look a

r:rr= sfaceuntil
: :: iiam.

tah
i:::shaphat of

,r; ne reigned in
..: r, Èd the
: :: \rng Ahab,

-.:,-- r:d not

:a:.il:rue t0

':..r. the Edomites
t:: :rrl king. 2rSo

::lai the
-.i :.:s chariot
::2:ied them*
:-', dÊserted hrm

:: r: Jehoram's
ii Bi,rk

i her. hrs sor

::3::::a*:Yit

: n Rules in ludah

camels \.vith
Elisha. He

pa9e225...2 Kl NCS 9

Judah was there, too, for he had gone to visit him. rTThe
watchman onthe toweroflezreel sàwlehu andhis company
approaching, so he shouted to Joram,,,I see a co.punr, o'f
troops coming!"

, "Sendouta.ridertoaskif theyarecominginpeaci. K.ng
Ioram ordered

t8So a horseman went oüt to meet Jehu and saic ire
kingr,ÿants to kno\,ÿ if you are coming in peace.,

. Iehu replied, "What do you know abour peo-. .: .:
behind me!"

The \,ÿatchman called out to the king,,,The messt:..: :,.
met them, but he's not retuming.,,

leso the king sent out a second horsemân H: : :.:. -: .,
them and said, "The king wanls to knorr. rf .: - . - . -
peace."

Again ]ehu answered,,,What do vou knok ::., _: t.: r.l
Fall in behind me!

2oThe watchman exclaimed, ,,The nr<i;-::_ :: -:.
them, but he isnt returning eitherl Ir r:. - ,: : - 

-
Nimshi, for he's driüng like a madman

zt"quick! Get my chariot ready-{- fjng Ic.a com-
manded

Then King Joram of Israel ani L_:.: 1 -.- .:- -. _:.-
rodeoutintheirchariotstomeetl..-- -. - .- - !. -.
plol of land that had beloneed rc \::.. -

Ioram demanded, "Do you Jor:. . :-.. .

Jehu replied, "How can t:::i :-: : -.

around us?"
2:Then King Ioram l;r]a: _ : - _ -:.:. :r , :'

:Low a man like that babbles on,"iehu replied.
said. "Tell us."
'This is \,vhat the LoRD

king over Israel."' The Death of lezebel
out th€ir cloaks on the bare
shouüng, "lehu is king!"

'tm and Ahaziah

rowhen Jezebel, the quee:, :-,j.- -:::: -:: ::- .-::
come to lezreel, she paintec :.: :-,: :, :r: ,:: :.r :r::
and sat ata\4rindow. 3ru'her.'.: _ .- -:,: I .-. :: : : : -:: :,,_
ace,sheshoutedathim. h:,..._: -. - --:.. ,..---:.
derer?You'reiustlikeZ;r:: ,,- - - ::-,,js:r: ,

32Jehu looked up and sa,,., : :: :: :: . ",. - - I i ::d shorted.
"Who is on my side?" And i,r - : : -----== : _ : _ ths looked out
athim. 33"Throv/her dorrr';:- .. :: S-ihet. thren,her
out the window, and he: : \ i _ :-j -: : :gorn.t the wall
and on the horses. -\ni '.: _ ::i*':.a: :.er b'odr. under his
horses'hooves.

- iold the men with him, ,,If you want me to, lnyone leave town and go to Jezreel to re-

shouting to King -{ha:::- . -:::..-
drewhisbowands'.: -.- :,

9i1 Hebte\ÿ Bindup AtutloiE. gil' Hebt* len ran à
I Kgs I b:9-l 0 where Zimri killed his maser I r-e F.d1

2n\-neil..lr.g.{iraztai-.aiTLû;: ÿr. ^:.:- : -,. -. -:
he fled a.ong tne road to Ben.::i+- . - - .

shouting,"Shoothim,tool"sor,e. j:,: r-j- r- , -

iotattheAscentofGur,nea:hrÉi- :;,, ,: , --,
farasMegiddo,buthedjedtnÊ:. r: :....-:- - *,.
chariot to Jerusalem, where the.,. : j::i - - . -- , , =, _.;

tors in the Cityof Daüd ëÀ-:_.:- -:: :-

go and bury this cursed
of a king." rsBut when they

\"nant speliing of Joram: also in 9.lZ ,21,22,

t done." 34Then lehu went inic :l^p palace and ate and drank.. tt into a chariot and rode to Jezreeltofind Afterward he said ScrrLe anÈ
,r as lÿng there wounded. KingAhaziahof woman, for she is the daughter
: \enant
. atmed.

spelling of Ramoth.
hishands. 9,37See

ilil

began to rule over in the

:ziah was

eül in the Lom's
he was related

Joram son of
Hazael of Aram at

years old when became
His mother was

24rhaziah
example of Ahab's He did

.cung prophet did as he was told and went to
iad. swhen he arrived there, he found Jehu sit_

r \yith the other army officers. ,,I 
have a message

lrmander," he said.
-h one of us?" iehu asked.
aommander," he replied.
eft the others and went into the house. Then the

rr.et poured the oil over Jehu,s head and said,
.t the LoRD, the God of Israel, says: I anoint you
t Lom's people, Israel. ryou are to destroyihe

-ab, your master. In this way, I will avengé the
r prophets and all the Lono,s servants whàwere
.bel. sThe enthe family of Ahab must be \,ÿiped
.)troy every one of his male descendants, siàve
. anywhere in Israel. eI will destroy the family of
):royed the families of Jeroboam son of Nebat
: ,on of Ahijah. rofogs will eat Ahab,s rrife .leze-

of land in Iezreel, and no one will bun her
. -rg prophet opened the door and ran.
-. back to his fellow officers, and one of them
., hat did that madman \.ÿant? Is everything all

him,'This is what the


