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arrow, Jonathan shouted, “The arrow is still ahead of you.
38Hurry, hurry, don't wait.” So the boy quickly gathered up
the arrows and ran back to his master. 3°He, of course, sus-
pected nothing; only Jonathan and David understood the
signal. 4Then Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to the boy
and told him to take them back to town.

41As soon as the boy was gone, David came out from
where he had been hiding near the stone pile.* Then David
bowed three times to Jonathan with his face to the ground.
Both of them were in tears as they embraced each other and
said good-bye, especially David.

42At last Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have
sworn loyalty to each other in the Lorp’s name. The Lorp is
the witness of a bond between us and our children forever.”
Then David left, and Jonathan returned to the town.*

David Runs from Saul
21 1*David went to the town of Nob to see Ahimelech
the priest. Ahimelech trembled when he saw him.

“Why are you alone?” he asked. “Why is no one with you?”
2‘The king has sent me on a private matter,” David said.

“He told me not to tell anyone why [ am here. I have told my

men where to meet me later. 3Now, what is there to eat? Give

me five loaves of bread or anything else you have.”

4“We don't have any regular bread,” the priest replied.
“But there is the holy bread, which you can have if your
young men have not slept with any women recently.”

5“Don't worry,” David replied. “I never allow my men to be
with women when they are on a campaign. And since they
stay clean even on ordinary trips, how much more on this
one!”

6Since there was no other food available, the priest gave
him the holy bread—the Bread of the Presence that was
placed before the Lorp in the Tabernacle. It had just been
replaced that day with fresh bread.

7Now Doeg the Edomite, Saul's chief herdsman, was
there that day, having been detained before the Lorp.*

8David asked Ahimelech, “Do you have a spear or sword?
The king’s business was so urgent that I didn't even have
time to grab a weapon!”

9] only have the sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom
you killed in the valley of Elah,” the priest replied. “It is
wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. Take that if you want
it, for there is nothing else here.”

“There is nothing like it!” David replied. “Give it to me!”

1050 David escaped from Saul and went to King Achish of
Gath. 11But the officers of Achish were unhappy about his
being there. “Isn’t this David, the king of the land?” they
asked. “Isn’t he the one the people honor with dances, sing-
ing,

‘Saul has killed his thousands,

and David his ten thousands’?”

12David heard these comments and was very afraid of
what King Achish of Gath might do to him. 13So he pre-
tended to be insane, scratching on doors and drooling down
his beard.

14Finally, King Achish said to his men, “Must you bring
me a madman? 'SWe already have enough of them around
here! Why should I let someone like this be my guest?”

David at the Cave of Adullam

2 2 So David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adul-
lam. Soon his brothers and all his other relatives

joined him there. 2Then others began coming—men who

20:41 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads near the south edge. 20:42 This sentence is numbered 21:1 in Hebrew text.  21:1 Verses 21:1-15 are num
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were in trouble or in debt or who were just discontented;glﬁ':vid Protects the Town of Keilah

until David was the captain of about 400 men.

3Later David went to Mizpeh in Moab, where he asked
king, “Please allow my father and mother to live here
you until I know what God is going to do for me.” 4So Davi

3 One day news came to David that the Philistines

were at Keilah stealing grain from the threshing

flzors. 2David asked the Lorp, “Should I go and attack

fern?”

parents stayed in Moab with the king during the entire il Yes, go and save Keilah,” the Lorp told him.

David was living in his stronghold.  *

But David’s men said, “We're afraid even here in Judah.

50ne day the prophet Gad told David, “Leave the strom*= certainly don’t want to go to Keilah to fight the whole
hold and return to the land of Judah.” So David went to @ stine army!”

forest of Hereth.
6The news of his arrival in Judah soon reached Saul &
the time, the king was sitting beneath the tamarisk tree®#*
the hill at Gibeah, holding his spear and surrounded by#
officers. i
7“Listen here, you men of Benjamin!” Saul shouted to®
officers when he heard the news. “Has that son of Ji
promised every one of you fields and vineyards? Has®
promised to make you all generals and captains in %
army?* 8[s that why you have conspired against me? Fo
one of you told me when my own son made a solemn
with the son of Jesse. You're not even sorry for me. Think#:
it! My own soni—encouraging him to kill me, as he is trying#
do this very day!” |
9Then Doeg the Edomite, who was standing there
Saul’s men, spoke up. “When I was at Nob,” he said, ‘T
the son of Jesse talking to the priest, Ahimelech son of
tub. 1°Ahimelech consulted the Lorp for him. Then he;
him food and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”

The Slaughter of the Priests i
11King Saul immediately sent for Ahimelech and all his &
ily, who served as priests at Nob. 12When they-arrived.
shouted at him, “Listen to me, you son of Ahitub!”

“What is it, my king?” Ahimelech asked.

13“Why have you and the son of Jesse conspired agas
me?” Saul demanded. “Why did you give him food a
sword? Why have you consulted God for him? Why &
you encouraged him to kill me, as he is trying to do this s
day?”

14“But sir,” Ahimelech replied, “is anyone among all s
servants as faithful as David, your son-in-law? Why, he &
captain of your bodyguard and a highly honored me |
your household! 5This was certainly not the first time Fai
consulted God for him! May the king not accuse me a
family in this matter, for I knew nothing at all of any
against you.”

16“You will surely die, Ahimelech, along with your e
family!” the king shouted. 7And he ordered his bodyguam
“Kill these priests of the Lorp, for they are allies and &s
spirators with David! They knew he was running away:
me, but they didn’t tell me!” But Saul's men refused to@ll
the Lorp's priests. .

18Then the king said to Doeg, “You do it.” So Doeg "
Edomite turned on them and killed them that day, eigm
five priests in all, still wearing their priestly garmemi®
19Then he went to Nob, the town of the priests, and kil
the priests’ families—men and women, children and &
bies—and all the cattle, donkeys, sheep, and goats. .

200nly Abiathar, one of the sons of Ahimelech, escamii
and fled to David. 2'When he told David that Saul had &
the priests of the Lorp, 22David exclaimed, “I knew it!
saw Doeg the Edomite there that day, I knew he was
tell Saul. Now I have caused the death of all your father’s i
ily. 23Stay here with me, and don't be afraid. I will proteci
with my own life, for the same person wants to kill us be
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So David asked the Lorp again, and again the Lorb re-
1, “Go down to Keilah, for I will help you conquer the
stines.”

50 David and his men went to Keilah. They slaughtered
Philistines and took all their livestock and rescued the

of Keilah. 6Now when Abiathar son of Ahimelech

‘0 David at Keilah, he brought the ephod with him.

aul soon learned that David was at Keilah. “Good!” he

:imed. “We've got him now! God has handed him over
=, for he has trapped himself in a walled town!” 850 Saul

ized his entire army to march to Keilah and besiege

\wc and his men.

1t David learned of Saul’s plan and told Abiathar the
to bring the ephod and ask the Lorp what he should
Then David prayed, “O Lorp, God of Israel, I have
: that Saul is planning to come and destroy Keilah be-
I am here. "Will the leaders of Keilah betray me to
+nd will Saul actually come as I have heard? O Lorp,
Israel, please tell me.”
2 the Lorb said, “He will come.”
z2in David asked, “Will the leaders of Keilah betray
2 my men to Saul?”
the Lorp replied, “Yes, they will betray you.”

1 Hides in the Wilderness
=vid and his men—about 600 of them now—left Kei-
“ began roaming the countryside. Word soon reached
2t David had escaped, so he didn’t go to Keilah after
“zvid now stayed in the strongholds of the wilderness
the hill country of Ziph. Saul hunted him day after
= God didn't let Saul find him.
~e day near Horesh, David received the news that Saul
- the way to Ziph to search for him and kill him. '¢jon-
ent to find David and encouraged him to stay strong
zith in God. 17“Don’t be afraid,” Jonathan reassured
v father will never find you! You are going to be the
Israel, and I will be next to you, as my father, Saul, is
:re.” 1880 the two of them renewed their solemn pact
ne Lorp. Thep Jonathan returned home, while Da-
=d at Horesh.
now the men of Ziph went to Saul in Gibeah and be-
David to him. “We know where David is hiding,” they
<= is in the strongholds of Horesh on the hill of Haki-
“his in the southern part of Jeshimon. 22Come down
=r you're ready, O king, and we will catch him and
m over to you!”
-2 Lorp bless you,” Saul said. “At last someone is
—=d about me! 22Go and check again to be sure of
"2 is staying and who has seen him there, for I know
very crafty. 3Discover his hiding places, and come
en you are sure. Then I'll go with you. And if he is in
at all, Il track him down, even if I have to search
Jing place in Judah!” 24So the men of Ziph returned
~ead of Saul.
~while, David and his men had moved into the wil-
of Maon in the Arabah Valley south of Jeshimon.
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qid Protects the Town of Keilah

One day news came to David that the Philistines
were at Keilah stealing grain from the threshing

's. 2David asked the Lorp, “Should I go and attack

‘es, go and save Keilah,” the Lorp told him.
“ut David's men said, “We're afraid even here in Judah.

ertainly don't want to go to Keilah to fight the whole
line army!”
2 David asked the Lorp again, and again the Loro re-

. “Go down to Keilah, for I will help you conquer the

fines.”

David and his men went to Keilah. They slaughtered
nilistines and took all their livestock and rescued the
¢ of Keilah. 8Now when Abiathar son of Ahimelech
2 David at Keilah, he brought the ephod with him.

1l soon learned that David was at Keilah. “Good!” he
med. “We've got him now! God has handed him over

‘or he has trapped himself in a walled town!” 8So Saul

zed his entire army to march to Keilah and besiege

and his men.

¢ David learned of Saul’s plan and told Abiathar the

‘0 bring the ephod and ask the Lorp what he should
Then David prayed, “O Lorp, God of Israel, I have

hat Saul is planning to come and destroy Keilah be-

am here. "Will the leaders of Keilah betray me to
nd will Saul actually come as I have heard? O Lorp,
srael, please tell me.”

- the Lorp said, “He will come.”

zzin David asked, “Will the leaders of Keilah betray

- my men to Saul?”

the Lorp replied, “Yes, they will betray you.”

Hides in the Wilderness
1d and his men—about 600 of them now—left Kei-
oeganroaming the countryside. Word soon reached
* David had escaped, so he didn’t go to Keilah after
d now stayed in the strongholds of the wilderness
“e hill country of Ziph. Saul hunted him day after
5od didn'’t let Saul find him.
- day near Horesh, David received the news that Saul
“e way to Ziph to search for him and kill him. '¢jon-
ntto find David and encouraged him to stay strong
thin God. '7“Don’t be afraid,” Jonathan reassured
father will never find you! You are going to be the
srael, and I will be next to you, as my father, Saul, is
=." 1850 the two of them renewed their solemn pact
-2 Lorp. Then Jonathan returned home, while Da-
Z at Horesh.
~0w the men of Ziph went to Saul in Gibeah and be-
id to him. “We know where David is hiding,” they
s in the strongholds of Horesh on the hill of Haki-
- isin the southern part of Jeshimon. 22Come down
- vou're ready, O king, and we will catch him and
ver to you!”
Lorp bless you,” Saul said. “At last someone is
- about me! 22Go and check again to be sure of
s staying and who has seen him there, for I know
ry crafty. ZDiscover his hiding places, and come
ou are sure. Then I'll go with you. And if he isin
all, I'll track him down, even if I have to search
lace in Judah!” 24So the men of Ziph returned
1 of Saul.
e, David and his men had moved into the wil-
aon in the Arabah Valley south of Jeshimon.

page177...1 SAMUEL 24
25When David heard that Saul and his men were searching
for him, he went even farther into the wilderness to the
great rock, and he remained there in the wilderness of
Maon. But Saul kept after him in the wilderness.

263aul and David were now on opposite sides of a moun-
tain. Just as Saul and his men began to close in on David and
his men, 27an urgent message reached Saul that the Philis-
tines were raiding Israel again. 28So Saul quit chasing David
and returned to fight the Philistines. Ever since that time,
the place where David was camped has been called the Rock
of Escape.* 22*David then went to live in the strongholds of
En-gedi.

David Spares Saul’s Life
2 4 1*After Saul returned from fighting the Philistines,

he was told that David had gone into the wilderness
of En-gedi. 2So Saul chose 3,000 elite troops from all Israel
and went to search for David and his men near the rocks of
the wild goats.

3At the place where the road passes some sheepfolds, Saul
went into a cave to relieve himself. But as it happened, David
and his men were hiding farther back in that very cave!

4“Now’s your opportunity!” David’s men whispered to
him. “Today the Lorb is telling you, ‘I will certainly put your
enemy into your power, to do with as you wish.’” So David
crept forward and cut off a piece of the hem of Saul’s robe.

5But then David's conscience began bothering him be-
cause he had cut Saul's robe. 6“The Lorp knows I shouldn't
have done that to my lord the king,” he said to his men. “The
Lorb forbid that I should do this to my lord the king and at-
tack the Lorp’s anointed one, for the Lorp himself has cho-
sen him.” 7So David restrained his men and did not let them
kill Saul.

After Saul had left the cave and gone on his way, 8David
came out and shouted after him, “My lord the king!” And
when Saul looked around, David bowed low before him.

9Then he shouted to Saul, “Why do you listen to the peo-
ple who say I am trying to harm you? 19This very day you can
see with your own eyes it isn’t true. For the Lorp placed you
at my mercy back there in the cave. Some of my men told me
to kill you, but I spared you. For I said, T wiil never harm the
king—he is the Lorp’s anointed one.’ ''Look, my father, at
what I have in my hand. It is a piece of the hem of your robe!
I cutit off, but I didn’t kill you. This proves that I am not try-
ing to harm you and that I have not sinned against you, even
though you have been hunting for me to kill me.

12“May the Lorp judge between us. Perhaps the Lorp will
punish you for what you are trying to do to me, but I will
never harmyou. '3As that old proverb says, ‘From evil people
come evil deeds.” So you can be sure I will never harm you.
14Who is the king of Israel trying to catch anyway? Should
he spend his time chasing one who is as worthless as a dead
dog or a single flea? 15May the Lorb therefore judge which
of us is right and punish the guilty one. He is my advocate,
and he will rescue me from your power!”

16When David had finished speaking, Saul called back,
“Is that really you, my son David?” Then he began to cry.
17And he said to David, “You are a better man than I am, for
you have repaid me good for evil. '8Yes, you have been
amazingly kind to me today, for when the Lorp put me in a
place where you could have Kkilled me, you didn't do it.
19Who else would let his enemy get away when he had him
in his power? May the Lorp reward you well for the kind-
ness you have shown me today. 22And now It
are surely going to be king, and that the ki

=nuscripts lack the first sentence of 23:11.  23:28 Hebrew Sela-hammahlekoth.  23:29 Verse 23:29 isnumberad 2471 & Hefwaw 2

-22 are numbered 24:2-23 in Hebrew text.
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will flourish under your rule. 2'Now swear to me by the LorD
that when that happens you will not kill my family and de-
stroy my line of descendants!”

2280 David promised this to Saul with an oath. Then Saul
went home, but David and his men went back to their
stronghold.

The Death of Samuel

2 Now Samuel died, and all Israel gathered for his fu-
neral. They buried him at his house in Ramah.

Nabal Angers David

Then David moved down to the wilderness of Maon.*
2There was a wealthy man from Maon who owned property
near the town of Carmel. He had 3,000 sheep and 1,000
goats, and it was sheep-shearing time. 3This man’s name
was Nabal, and his wife, Abigail, was a sensible and beautiful
woman. But Nabal, a descendant of Caleb, was crude and
mean in all his dealings.

4When David heard that Nabal was shearing his sheep,
She sent ten of his young men to Carmel with this message
for Nabal: €“Peace and prosperity to you, your family, and
everything you own! 7I am told that it is sheep-shearing
time. While your shepherds stayed among us near Carmel,
we never harmed them, and nothing was ever stolen from
them. 8Ask your own men, and they will tell you this is true.
So would you be kind to us, since we have come at a time of
celebration? Please share any provisions you might have on
hand with us and with your friend David.” *David’s young
men gave this message to Nabal in David’s name, and they
waited for a reply.

10“Who is this fellow David?” Nabal sneered to the young
men. “Who does this son of Jesse think he is? There are lots
of servants these days who run away from their masters.
11Should I take my bread and my water and my meat that
I've slaughtered for my shearers and give it to a band of out-
laws who come from who knows where?”

1280 David's young men returned and told him what Na-
bal had said. 13“Get your swords!” was David’s reply as he
strapped on his own. Then 400 men started off with David,
and 200 remained behind to guard their equipment.

14Meanwhile, one of Nabal'’s servants went to Abigail and
told her, “David sent messengers from the wilderness to
greet our master, but he screamed insults at them. 15These
men have been very good to us, and we never suffered any
harm from them. Nothing was stolen from us the whole
time they were with us. 6In fact, day and night they were
like a wall of protection to us and the sheep. 7You need to
know this and figure out what to do, for there is going to
be trouble for our master and his whole family. He’s so ill-
tempered that no one can even talk to him!”

18Abigail wasted no time. She quickly gathered
200 loaves of bread, two wineskins full of wine, five sheep
that had been slaughtered, nearly a bushel* of roasted grain,
100 clusters of raisins, and 200 fig cakes. She packed them
on donkeys 9and said to her servants, “Go on ahead. I will
follow you shortly.” But she didn’t tell her husband Nabal
what she was doing.

20As she was riding her donkey into a mountain ravine,
she saw David and his men coming toward her. 2'David had
just been saying, “A lot of good it did to help this fellow. We
protected his flocks in the wilderness, and nothing he
owned was lost or stolen. But he has repaid me evil for good.
22May God strike me and kill me* if even one man of his
household is still alive tomorrow morning!”

25:1 As in Greek version (see also 25:2); Hebrew reads Paran.  25:18 Hebrew 5seahs [30 liters].

and kill the enemies of David.  25:25 The name Nabal means “fool.”

Abigail Intercedes for Nabal
2When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her don
and bowed low before him. 24She fell at his feet and sai
accept all blame in this matter, my lord. Please listen tow
I have to say. 25 know Nabal is a wicked and ill-tempes
man; please don't pay any attention to him. He is a fool,
as his name suggests.* But I nevet even saw the young m
you sent. |
26“Now, my lord, as surely as the Lorp lives and ®
yourself live, since the Lorp has kept you from murder
and taking vengeance into your own hands, let all your es
mies and those who try to harm you be as cursed as Ni
is.27And here is a present that I, your servant, have brou
toyou and your young men. 28Please forgive me if I haves
fended you in any way. The Lorp will surely reward ®
with a lasting dynasty, for you are fighting the Lorp’s
tles. And you have not done wrong throughout your enii
life.
29“Even when you are chased by those who seek tol
you, your life is safe in the care of the Lorp your God, se@
in his treasure pouch! But the lives of your enemies will
appear like stones shot from a sling! 20°When the Lorp &
done all he promised and has made you leader of Isa
31don’t let this be a blemish on your record. Then your am
science won't have to bear the staggering burden of nest
less bloodshed and vengeance. And when the Lorp &
done these great things for you, please remember me,
servant!”
32David replied to Abigail, “Praise the Lorp, the God
rael, who has sent you to meet me today! 33Thank Gi
your good sense! Bless you for keeping me from murd
from carrying out vengeance with my own hands. 34
swear by the Lorp, the God of Israel, who has kept me
hurting you, that if you had not hurried out to meet mi
one of Nabal’s men would still be alive tomorrow morn#
35Then David accepted her present and told her, “R
home in peace. I have heard what you said. We will ni
your husband.” )
36When Abigail arrived home, she found that Nabal
throwing a big party and was celebrating like a king. H:j
very drunk, so she didn't tell him anything about her
ing with David until dawn the next day. 37In the mo!
when Nabal was sober, his wife told him what had
pened. As aresult he had a stroke,* and he lay paral
his bed like a stone. 38About ten days later, the Lorp
him, and he died.

David Marries Abigail

3%When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Pra#

the Lorp, who has avenged the insult I received from Nast

and has kept me from doing it myself. Nabal has reg

the punishment for his sin.” Then David sent messengesst

Abigail to ask her to become his wife. !
40When the messengers arrived at Carmel, they told &

gail, “David has sent us to take you back to marry him.” =
41She bowed low to the ground and responded, “I, v _

servant, would be happy to marry David. I would ev
willing to become a slave, washing the feet of his sel
42Quickly getting ready, she took along five of her s
girls as attendants, mounted her donkey, and went
David's messengers. And so she became his wife. 43Dl

also married Ahinoam from Jezreel, making both of t

his wives. 44Saul, meanwhile, had given his daughter &
chal, David's wife, to a man from Gallim named Palti san¢
Laish. "
25:22 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads May God st

25:37 Hebrew his heart failed him.

“@vid Spares Saul Again
y Now some men from Ziph came to Saul at Gibeah t
& U tell him, “David is hiding on the hill of Hakilat
7 overlooks Jeshimon.”
50 Saul took 3,000 of Israel’s elite troops and went t
him down in the wilderness of Ziph. 3Saul campe
"2 the road beside the hill of Hakilah, near Jeshimon
“2 David was hiding. When David learned that Saul hac
me after him into the wilderness, *he sent out spies to ver
~ereport of Saul's arrival.
David slipped over to Saul's camp one night to look
=1d. Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of hi
were sleeping inside aring formed by the slumbering
ors. “Who will volunteer to go in there with me?” Da
- zsked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah
i='s brother.
| go with you,” Abishai replied. 7So David and Abishal
** right into Saul’s camp and found him asleep, with his
tuck in the ground beside his head. Abner and the
Zers were lying asleep around him.
=0d has surely handed your enemy over to you this
=" Abishai whispered to David. “Let me pin him to the
r d with one thrust of the spear; I won't need to strike

No!” David said. “Don’t kill him. For who can remain in-
=nt after attacking the Lorp’s anointed one? 10Surely the
2 will strike Saul down someday, or he will die of old age
" battle. ""'The Lorp forbid that I should kill the one he
anointed! But take his spear and that jug of water beside
“2ad, and then let’s get out of here!”

-30 David took the spear and jug of water that were near

s head. Then he and Abishai got away without anyone
72 them or even waking up, because the Lorp had put

“’smen into a deep sleep.

David climbed the hill opposite the camp until he was
safe distance. '#Then he shouted down to the soldiers
- 10 Abner son of Ner, “Wake up, Abner!”

“Who s it?” Abner demanded.
“Well, Abner, you're a great man, aren’t you?” David
“ted. “Where in all Israel is there anyone as mighty? So

“aven’t you guarded your master the king when some-

-2me to kill him? '6This isn't good at all! I swear by the
2 that you and your men deserve to die, because you
=1 to protect your master, the Lorp’s anointed! Look
-d! Where are the king's spear and the jug of water that

== beside his head?”

“Saul recognized David's voice and called out, “Is that
L my son David?”

:7d David replied, “Yes, my lord the king. 18Why are you

ng me? What have I done? What is my crime? 19But
letmy lord the king listen to his servant. If the Lorp has
ed You up against me, then let him accept my offering.
 this is simply a human scheme, then may those in-
=d be cursed by the Lowrp. For they have driven me from
“ome, $0 I can no longer live among the Lorp's people,
tey have said, ‘Go, worship pagan gods.’ 20Must I die on
=2n soil, far from the presence of the Lorn? Why has the
 of Israel come out to search for a single flea? Why does
“untme down like a partridge on the mountains?”

Then Saul confessed, “I have sinned. Come back home,

on, and I will no longer try to harm you, for you valued
‘e today. I have been a fool and very, very wrong.”

~ Here is your spear, O king,” David replied. “Let one of
- young men come over and get it. The Lorp gives his

reward for doing good and for being loyal, and I re-
& Hebrew by Urim.




cedes for Nabal j
1 saw David, she quickly got off her dos
sbefore him. 24She fell at his feet and s2

2 in this matter, my lord. Please listen to
=] know Nabal is a wicked and ill-temp
't pay any attention to him. He is a foolis
ggests.* But I never even saw the youngme

|
S
|

s lord, as surely as the Lorp lives and
ince the Lorp has kept you from murds
)geance into your own hands, let all yours
= who try to harm you be as cursed as

is a present that I, your servant, ha_ve bra
ig vohng men. 28Please forgive me if Ihzwe
, zny way. The Lorp will surely rewas
dymasty, for you are fighting the Loro=
have not done wrong throughout your @

en you are chased by those who seek
s safe in the care of the LoRD your God. s=
= pouch! But the lives of your enemies wi
ones shot from a sling! 3°When the La
romised and has made you leader of
s be a blemish on your record. Then your
“have to bear the staggering burden o
4 and vengeance. And when the Losmi
22t things for you, please remember me

slied to Abigail, “Praise the LoRrp, the
sent you to meet me today! 33Thank G
se! Bless you for keeping me from mira=s
s out vengeance with my own hangs
L o=D, the God of Israel, who has kep? me'
hat if you had not hurried out to me
s men would still be alive tomorrow =
: accepted her present and told het
. I have heard what you said. We wil:
;-
bigail arrived home, she found that \a
g party and was celebrating like a kang
5 she didn't tell him anything abous e
id until dawn the next day. 3In the
was sober, his wife told him what )
esult he had a stroke,* and he lay pa
 stone. 38About ten days later, the Lo
fied.

ies Abigail i
d heard that Nabal was dead, he sai&
o has avenged the insult I received Srm
- me from doing it myself. Nabal f&2
ent for his sin.” Then David sent mes

< her to become his wife.
1e messengers arrived at Carmel, Tt
s sent us to take you back to "\ T
ved low to the ground and respong=t.
Id be happy to marry David. I o
come a slave, washing the feet of b=
tting ready, she took along five of w8
ndants, mounted her donkey, an |
sengers. And so she became his Wi
| Ahinoam from Jezreel, making o
Szul, meanwhile, had given his &
-wife, to a man from Gallim nama= =

25:22 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads masi i
figled him.
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d Spares Saul Again fused to kill you even when the Lorp placed you in my
Now some men from Ziph came to Saul at Gibeah to  power, for you are the Lorp’s anointed one. 24Now may the
tell him, “David is hiding on the hill of Hakilah, Loro value my life, even as I have valued yours today. Mayhe

" overlooks Jeshimon.” rescue me from all my troubles.”

2 Saul took 3,000 of Israel’s elite troops and went to  25And Saul said to David, “Blessings on you, my son David.

7im down in the wilderness of Ziph. 3Saul camped Youwilldo many heroic deeds, and you will surely succeed.”

= the road beside the hill of Hakilah, near Jeshimon, Then David wenf away, and Saul returned home.

= David was hiding. When David learned that Saul had
zfter him into the wilderness, “he sent out spies tover- David ameng the Philistines
= report of Saul's arrival. 2 7 But David kept thinking to himself, “Someday Saul is
21d slipped over to Saul's camp one night to look going to get me. The best thing I can do is escape to
7= Saul and Abner son of Ner, the commander of his the Philistines. Then Saul will stop hunting for me in Israel-
ere sleeping inside a ring formed by the slumbering - ite territory, and I will finally be safe.”
7s. 8“Who will volunteer to go in there with me?” Da- 250 David took his 600 men and went over and joined
=d Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Achish son of Maoch, the king of Gath. 3David and his men
orother. and their families settled there with Achish 2t Gath. David
20 with you,” Abishai replied. 7So David and Abishai brought his two wives along with him—Ahi f
“2ht into Saul’s camp and found him asleep, with his reel and Abigail, Nabal’s widow from Carm )
sfuck in the ground beside his head. Abner and the reached Saul that David had fled to Gath, so he st
s were lying asleep around him. hunting for him.
< has surely handed your enemy over to you this 5One day David said to Achish, “If it is all
“Dishai whispered to David. “Let me pin him to the we would rather live in one of the country &
- with one thrust of the spear; I won't need to strike here in the royal city.”
S0 Achish gave him the town of Ziklzg (whi
David said. “Don’t kill him. For who can remain in- longs to the kings of Judah to this day), i
:Iter attacking the Lorp’s anointed one? '0Surelythe among the Philistines for a year and for
strike Saul down someday, or he will die of old age  ®David and his men spent their time
“le. "The Lorb forbid that I should kill the one he rites, the Girzites, and the Amale
ted! But take his spear and that jug of water beside lived near Shur, toward the land
- and then let's get out of here!” times. *David did not leave one pers:
—2vid took the spear and jug of water that were near attacked. He took the sheep, gozts
=2d. Then he and Abishai got away without anyone and clothing before returning hom
~=m or even waking up, because the Lorp had put 19“Where did you make your
T=ninto a deep sleep. ask.
- climbed the hill opposite the camp until he was And David would reply, “Against the south of Judah, the
-istance. “Then he shouted down to the soldiers Jerahmeelites, and the Kenites ~
“ner son of Ner, “Wake up, Abner!” 11No one was left alive to cor
31t?” Abner demanded. had really been. This happe z
Abner, you're a great man, aren’t you?” David Wwas living among the Philistines.
"Where in all Israel is there anyone as mighty? So and thought to himself, “By now
- tyou guarded your master the king when some- hate him bitterly. Now he will have :
‘0 kill him? '6This isn't good at all! I swear by the forever!”
* vou and your men deserve to die, because you
-Totect your master, the Lorp’s anointed! Look Saul Consults a Medium
“ere are the king’s spear and the jug of water that 2 About that time the P
Z2 his head?” mies for anoth
“=Cognized David's voice and called out, “Is that David, “You and your
= David?” battle.”
“d replied, “Yes, my lord the king. '8Why areyou ~ 2Very well!”
“=” What have I done? What is my crime? 19But Wwhat we can do.
-rd theking listen to his servant. If the Lorohas ~ Then Ac
- UD against me, then let him accept my offering. bodyguard
simply a human scheme, then may those in- 3Meanwhile, Sz
by the Lorp. For they have driven me from for him. He was b
an no longer live among the Lorp’s people, had banned fro
id, 'Go, worship pagan gods. 2Must Idieon  who consult the D
rom the presence of the Lorn? Why has the 4The Phi
= come out to search for a single flea? Why does  gathered all th
“own like a partridge on the mountains?” Saul saw the
Zl confessed, “T have sinned. Come back home, fear. sHe aske
w1l no longer try to harm you, for you valued fused to answ . either by dreams or by sacred lots* or
['have been a fool and very, very wrong.” by the prophets. 7Saul then said to his advisers, “Find a
our spear, O king,” David replied. “Let one of womanwhoisa medium, so I can go and ask her what todo.”
~ =1 come over and get it. 22The Lorp gives his ~ His advisers replied, “There is a medium at Endor ”
“or doing good and for being loyal, and I re- 850 Saul disguised himself by wearing ordinary clothing

v you will see for yourself

'ou my personal

zel had mourned
etown. And Saul
2ll mediums and those

mp at Shunem, and Saul
and camped at Gilboa. SWhen
2 army, he became frantic with
orD what he should do, but the Lorp re-

L
i
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instead of his royal robes. Then he went to the woman’s back to the town you've given him!” they demanded. "B
home at night, accompanied by two of his men. can’t go into the battle with us. What if he turns against usis
“I have to talk to a man who has died,” he said. “Willyou battle and becomes our adversary? Is there any better v
call up his spirit for me?” for him to reconcile himself with his master than by han
s“Are you trying to get me killed?” the woman demanded. - ing our heads over to him? SIsn't this the same David ab
“You know that Saul has outlawed all the mediums and all whom the women of Israel sing in their dances,

who consult the spirits of the dead. Why are you settinga g1 hag killed his thousands,

trap for me?” sl i
10Byt Saul took an oath in the name of the Lorp and and David his ten thousands?

promised, “As surely as the Lorp lives, nothing bad will hap- 6So0 Achish finally summoned David and said to him

pen to you for doing this.” swear by the Lorp that you have been a trustworthy aliis

11Finally, the woman said, “Well, whose spirit do you think you should go with me into battle, for I've never fo

want me to call up?” asingle flaw in you from the day you arrived until today- |
“Call up Samuel,” Saul replied. the other Philistine rulers won'’t hear of it. 7Please don’
12ZWhen the woman saw Samuel, she screamed, “You've = set them, but go back quietly.”

deceived me! You are Saul!” 8“What have I done to deserve this treatment?” David @
13*Don’t be afraid!” the king told her. “What doyou see?”  manded. “What have you ever found in your servant, thai
“I see a god* coming up out of the earth,” she said. can't go and fight the enemies of my lord the King?”
14“What does he look like?” Saul asked. 9But Achish insisted, “As far as I'm concerned, you'r®

“He is an old man wrapped in arobe,” she replied. Saulre-  perfect as an angel of God. But the Philistine commané
alized it was Samuel, and he fell to the ground before him. ~ are afraid to have you with them in the battle. "°Now get
15“Why have you disturbed me by calling me back?” Sam-  early in the morning, and leave with your men as soon
uel asked Saul. gets light.”

“Because ] am in deep trouble,” Saul replied. “The Philis-  "'So David and his men headed back into the land of &
tines are at war with me, and God has left me and won'treply ~ Philistines, while the Philistine army went on to Jezreel =88
by prophets or dreams. So I have called for you to tell me
what to do.” David Destroys the Amalekites

16But Samuel replied, “Why ask me, since the Lorp has 3 0 Three days later, when David and his men a
left you and has become your enemy? 7The Lorp has done home at their town of Ziklag, they found that
just as he said he would. He has torn the kingdom from you Amalekites had made a raid into the Negev and Ziklag; &
and given it to your rival, David. 8The Lorp has done this to had crushed Ziklag and burned it to the ground. 2Theyi
you today because you refused to carry out his fierce anger carried off the women and children and everyone else @@t
against the Amalekites. 'What's more, the Lorp will hand  without killing anyone. i
you and the army of Israel over to the Philistines tomorrow, ~ 3When David and his men saw the ruins and re
and you and your sons will be here with me. The Lorp will what had happened to their families, 4they wept until
bring down the entire army of Israel in defeat.” could weep no more. $David’s two wives, Ahinoam from#

208aul fell full length on the ground, paralyzed with fright reel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal from Carmel, wst
because of Samuel’s words. He was also faint with hunger, among those captured. éDavid was now in great danger#,
for he had eaten nothing all day and all night. cause all his men were very bitter about losing their ss

21'When the woman saw how distraught he was, she said, and daughters, and they began to talk of stoning him & y
“Sir, 1 obeyed your command at the risk of my life. 22Nowdo David found strength in the Lorp his God.
what I say,and let me give you a little something to eat so you 7Then he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring me #

can regain your strength for the trip back.” ephod!” So Abiathar brought it. 8Then David asked thels
23But Saul refused to eat anything. Then his advisers “Should I chase after this band of raiders? Will I & g

joined the woman in urging him to eat, so he finally yielded them?”

and got up from the ground and sat on the couch. And the Lorp told him, “Yes, go after them. Yo&
24The woman had been fattening a calf, so she hurried surely recover everything that was taken from you!”

out and killed it. She took some flour, kneaded itinto dough ~ 9So David and his 600 men set out, and they came =il

and baked unleavened bread. 25She brought the meal to brook Besor. 1But 200 of the men were too exhaus

Saul and his advisers, and they ate it. Then they went out cross the brook, so David continued the pursuit

into the night. 400 men.
11Along the way they found an Egyptian man in 2 5
The Philistines Reject David and brought him to David. They gave him some bread 14

2 The entire Philistine army now mobilized at Aphek, and water to drink. '2They also gave him part of a fig &
and the Israelites camped at the spring in Jezreel. and two clusters of raisins, for he hadn't had anything
2As the Philistine rulers were leading out their troops in or drink for three days and nights. Before long his so=
groups of hundreds and thousands, David and his men returned.
marched at the rear with King Achish. 3But the Philistine 13*To whom do you belong, and where do you =i
commanders demanded, “What are these Hebrews doing from?” David asked him.
here?” “lam an Egyptian—the slave of an Amalekite,” he rem
And Achish told them, “This is David, the servant of King “My master abandoned me three days ago because
Saul of Israel. He's been with me for years, and I've never sick. “We were on our way back from raiding the Kes ‘
found a single fault in him from the day he arrived until to- ites in the Negev, the territory of Judah, and the land &%
day.” leb, and we had just burned Ziklag.”
4But the Philistine commanders were angry. “Send him  15“Will you lead me to this band of raiders?” David

28:13 Or gods.

- Young man replied, “If you take an oath in God

“atyou will not kill me or

1ll guide you to them.”

give me back to my master

> ne led David to them, and the i
o them, y found the Amalekites
=0 utacross the fields, eating and drinking and dancf
: ﬂoy becausg _of_the vast amount of plunder they had
om the Philistines and the land of Judah. 17David

> men rushed in among them an
=out that night and the entire ny
of the Amalekites escaped ex
=0 on camels. '8David got bac|

nad taken, and he rescued hi

d slaughtered them
ext day until evening,
cept 400 young men
k everything the Ama-
S two wives. 19Nothing

ssing: small or great, son or daughter, nor anything

2t had been taken. David br:
50 recovered all the flocks
“em ahead of the other livestock.

> David!” they said.

“en David returned to the brog

*= 200 men who had been left
> exhausted to go with him. T]

=nd his rlr)'len, and David greete
1l troublemakers among David’ id;

20 »}jthus, 50 theycan’thagea it e

- Give them their wives and

David said, “No, my brothers! Don’t be selfish wi
= Lorn has given us. He has kept us safe and he;getg
al the band of raiders that attacked us. 24Who will
“en you talk like this? We share and share alike—
0 goto battle and those who guard the equipment.”

“en on David made this a

decree and regulation for

“d it is still followed today.

=1 he arrived at Ziklag, David sent
e A part of the plun-
5 elders of Judah, who were his friends. "Herg_ isa

7temoa, Racal,* the town:
© version reads Carmel,

or you, taken from the Lorp’s enemies,” he said.

= gifts were sent to the people of the following town:
b vicia 3 o
20 visited: Bethel, Ramoth-negev, Jattir, 2*3Aroegr, Siph?

s of the Jerahmeelites, the
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“This plunder be-
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towns of the Kenites, 3°Hormah, Bor-ashan, Athach, 3'He-

= thatyou will not kill me or give me back to my master, bron, and ail the other places David and his men had visited.

will guide you to them.”
> heled David to them, and they found the Amalekites
- outacross the fields, eating and drinking and danc-
1 joy because of the vast amount of plunder they had
‘rom the Philistines and the land of Judah. 7David
s men rushed in among them and slaughtered them
=7out that night and the entire next day until evening.
of the Amalekites escaped except 400 young men
=d on camels. 18David got back everything the Ama-
nad taken, and he rescued his two wives. 1°Nothing
-ssing: small or great, son or daughter, nor anything
2t had been taken. David brought everything back.
30 recovered all the flocks and herds, and his men
“em ahead of the other livestock. “This plunder be-
> David!” they said.
=1 David returned to the brook Besor and met up
= 200 men who had been left behind because they
exhausted to go with him. They went out to meet
~d his men, and David greeted them joyfully. 22But
1| troublemakers among David's men said, “They
=2 with us, so they can’t have any of the plunder we re-
- Give them their wives and children, and tell them
David said, “No, my brothers! Don't be selfish with
- LorD has given us. He has kept us safe and helped
=" the band of raiders that attacked us. 24Who will
“en you talk like this? We share and share alike—
“- goto battle and those who guard the equipment.”
“=n on David made this a decree and regulation for
“< itisstill followed today.
=7 he arrived at Ziklag, David sent part of the plun-
“= elders of Judah, who were his friends. “Here is a
-7 you, taken from the LorD's enemies,” he said.
= 7ts were sent to the people of the following towns
- visited: Bethel, Ramoth-negev, Jattir, 28Aroer, Siph-
“£moa, 2Racal,* the towns of the Jerahmeelites, the
=rsion reads Carmel.

The Death of Saul
31 Now the Philistines attacked Israel, and the men of
Israel fled before them. Many were slaughtered on
the slopes of Mount Gilboa. 2The Philistines closed in on
Saul and his sons, and they killed three of his sons—Jona-
than, Abinadab, and Malkishua. 3The fighting grew very
fierce around Saul, and the Philistine archers caught up
with him and wounded him severely.

“Saul groaned to his armor bearer, “Take your sword and
kill me before these pagan Philistines come to run me
through and taunt and torture me.”

But his armor bearer was afraid and would not do it. So
Saul took his own sword and fell on it. SWhen his armor
bearer realized that Saul was dead, he fell on his own sword
and died beside the king. 6So Saul, his three sons, his armor
bearer, and his troops all died together that same day.

7When the Israelites on the other side of the Jezreel Val-
ley and beyond the Jordan saw that the Israelite army had
fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned
their towns and fled. So the Philistines moved in and occu-
pied their towns.

8The next day, when the Philistines went out to strip the
dead, they found the bodies of Saul and his three sons on
Mount Gilboa. 9So they cut off Saul’s head and stripped off
his armor. Then they proclaimed the good news of Saul's
death in their pagan temple and to the people throughout

the land of Philistia. 1They placed his armor in the temple
of the Ashtoreths, and they fastened his body to the wall of
the city of Beth-shan. :

""But when the people of Jabesh-gilead heard what the
Philistines had done to Saul, '2all their mighty warriors trav-
eled through the night to Beth-shan and took the bodies of
Saul and his sons down from the wall. They brought them to
Jabesh, where they burned the bodies. 3Then they took
their bones and buried them beneath the tamarisk treeatja-
besh, and they fasted for seven days.




2 SAMUEL

Author Uncertain; some have suggested Nathan's son Zabud and the prophets Nathan and Gad
Date Written 930 B.C., soon after David’s reign (1050-970 B.C.)

Content Among the godly men and women mentioned in the Bible, King David stands as one of the
most prominent. The prophet Samuel had said that God wanted “a man after his own heart,”
and David was that man. The book of 2 Samuel tells King David's story, covering a period of
approximately forty years—the bulk of David's reign as king. It begins with David’s being
proclaimed king of Israel. Soon after his inauguration, David consolidated his position against
rivals to the throne. After conquering Jerusalem, David made it his capital and brought the
sacred Ark of the Covenant there. Then he defeated the Philistines—neighbors who had
harassed the Israelites for hundreds of years. But 2 Samuel also describes the darker side of
David'’s career as well, including his affair with Bathsheba and the rebellion led by his son
Absalom. The book comes to a close near the end of David’s long reign.

David Learns of Saul’s Death
After the death of Saul, David returned from his victory
over the Amalekites and spent two days in Ziklag. 20n
the third day a man arrived from Saul’s army camp. He had
torn his clothes and put dirt on his head to show that he was
in mourning. He fell to the ground before David in deep re-
spect.

3*Where have you come from?” David asked.

“T escaped from the Israelite camp,” the man replied.

4What happened?” David demanded. “Tell me how the
battle went.”

The man replied, “Our entire army fled from the battle.
Many of the men are dead, and Saul and his son Jonathan are
also dead.”

5“How do you know Saul and Jonathan are dead?” David
demanded of the young man.

6The man answered, “I happened to be on Mount Gilboa,
and there was Saul leaning on his spear with the enemy
chariots and charioteers closing in on him. When he
turned and saw me, he cried out for me to come to him.
‘How can I help?’ I asked him.

8“He responded, ‘Who are you?’

“‘] am an Amalekite, I told him.

9“Then he begged me, ‘Come over here and put me out of
my misery, for I am in terrible pain and want to die.”

10“So I killed him,” the Amalekite told David, “for I knew
he couldn't live. Then I took his crown and his armband, and
I have brought them here to you, my lord.”

11David and his men tore their clothes in sorrow when
they heard the news. 12They mourned and wept and fasted
all day for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the Lorp’s
army and the nation of Israel, because they had died by the
sword that day.

13Then David said to the young man who had brought the
news, “Where are you from?”

And he replied, “I am a foreigner, an Amalekite, who lives
inyour land.”

14“Why were you not afraid to kill the Lorp’s anointed
one?” David asked.

15Then David said to one of his men, “Kill him!” So the
man thrust his sword into the Amalekite and killed him.
16"You have condemned yourself,” David said, “for you your-
self confessed that'you killed the Lorp’s anointed one.”

1:18 Or The Book of the Upright.  1:21 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

¢

David’s Song for Saul and Jonathan !
17Then David composed a funeral song for Saul and Jom&
than, '8and he commanded that it be taught to the peopiest
Judah. It is known as the Song of the Bow, and it is recorasi
in The Book of Jashar.*

19 Your pride and joy, O Israel, lies dead on the hills!
Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen!
20 Don't announce the news in Gath,
don't proclaim it in the streets of Ashkelon,
or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice
and the pagans will laugh in triumph.

21 O mountains of Gilboa,
let there be no dew or rain upon you,
nor fruitful fields producing offerings of grain.*
For there the shield of the mighty heroes was defiled
the shield of Saul will no longer be anointed with @&
22 The bow of Jonathan was powerful, |
and the sword of Saul did its mighty work.
They shed the blood of their enemies
and pierced the bodies of mighty heroes.

23 How beloved and gracious were Saul and Jonathan!
They were together in life and in death.
They were swifter than eagles,
stronger than lions.
24 O women of Israel, weep for Saul,
for he dressed you in luxurious scarlet clothing,
in garments decorated with gold.

25 Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen in battle!
Jonathan lies dead on the hills.
26 How I weep for you, my brother Jonathan!
Oh, how much I loved you!
And your love for me was deep,
deeper than the love of women!

27 Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen!
Stripped of their weapons, they lie dead.

David Anointed King of Judah

After this, David asked the Lorp, “Should T move bas# f

one of the towns of Judah?”
“Yes,” the Lorp replied.
Then David asked, “Which town should I go to?”

"0 Hebron,” the Lorp answered.
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spot stopped and stood still when they saw Asahel lying
there.

24When Joab and Abishai found out what had happened,
they set out after Abner. The sun was just going down as they
arrived at the hill of Ammah near Giah, along the road to the
wilderness of Gibeon. 2Abner’s troops from the tribe of Ben-
jamin regrouped there at the top of the hill to take a stand.

26Abner shouted down to Joab, “Must we always be killing
each other? Don't you realize that bitterness is the only re-
sult? When will you call off your men from chasing their Is-
raelite brothers?”

2’Then Joab said, “God only knows what would have hap-
pened if you hadn't spoken, for we would have chased you
allnight if necessary.” 2850 Joab blew the ram’s horn, and his
men stopped chasing the troops of Israel.

2All that night Abner and his men retreated through the
Jordan Valley.* They crossed the Jordan River, traveling all
through the morning,* and didn’t stop until they arrived at
Mahanaim.

3°Meanwhile, Joab and his men also returned home.
When Joab counted his casualties, he discovered that only
19 men were missing in addition to Asahel: 31But 360 of
Abner’s men had been killed, all from the tribe of Benjamin.
3ZJoab and his men took Asahel’s body to Bethlehem and
buried him there in his father’s tomb. Then they traveled all
night and reached Hebron at daybreak.

3 That was the beginning of a long war between those
who were loyal to Saul and those loyal to David. As time
passed David became stronger and stronger, while Saul's dy-
nasty became weaker and weaker.

David’s Sons Born in Hebron
2These are the sons who were born to David in Hebron:

The oldest was Amnon, whose mother was Ahinoam
from Jezreel.
3 The second was Daniel,* whose mother was Abigail, the
widow of Nabal from Carmel.
The third was Absalom, whose mother was Maacah, the
daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur.
4 The fourth was Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith.
The fifth was Shephatiah, whose mother was Abital.
* The sixth was Ithream, whose mother was Eglah, David's
wife.

These sons were all born to David in Hebron.

Abner Joins Forces with David
¢As the war between the house of Saul and the house of Da-
vid went on, Abner became a powerful leader among those
loyal to Saul. 7One day Ishbosheth,* Saul's son, accused Ab-
ner of sleeping with one of his father's concubines, a
woman named Rizpah, daughter of Aiah.

8Abner was furious. “Am I some Judean dog to be kicked
around like this?” he shouted. “After all T have done for your
father, Saul, and his family and friends by not handing you
over to David, is this my reward—that you find fault with me
about this woman? ®May God strike me and even kill me if T
don't do everything I can to help David get what the Lorp
has promised him! 1°I'm going to take Saul’s kingdom and
give it to David. I will establish the throne of David over Isra-
el as well as Judah, all the way from Dan in the north to Beer-
sheba in the south.” 1Ishbosheth didn’t dare say another
word because he was afraid of what Abner might do
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2 the forces of Israel. And the Lorp told you, 'You will be

“2 shepherd of my people Israel. You will be Israel’s

ader.’

"

So there at Hebron, King David made a covenant before
Lorp with all the elders of Israel. And they anointed him

"3 of Israel.

‘David was thirtyyears old when he began toreign,and he
zned forty years in all. SHe had reigned over Judah from
>ron for seven years and six months, and from Jerusalem
eigned over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years.

“zvid Captures Jerusalem

1d then led his men to Jerusalem to fight against the
ssites, the original inhabitants of the land who were Liv- -

: there. The Jebusites taunted David, saying, “You'll never

" here! Even the blind and lame could keep youout!”For
ebusites thought they were safe. 7But David captured
“ortress of Zion, which is now called the City of David.
-n the day of the attack, David said to his troops, “I'hate
¢ 'lame’ and ‘blind’ Jebusites.* Whoever attacks them :
2!d strike by going into the city through the water tun- «
That is the origin of the saying, “The blind and the
= may not enter the house.”* 2
> David made the fortress his home, and he called it the T
T David. He extended the city, starting at the support-
=rraces* and working inward. 1°And David became «
= and more powerful, because the Lorp God of I
=n's Armies was with him. 0
“hen King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David, C
= with cedar timber and carpenters and stonemasons, e
"2y built David a palace. 12And David realized that the e
“ad confirmed him as king over Israel and had blessed
nzdom for the sake of his people Israel. e
‘ter moving from Hebron to Jerusalem, David married o
oncubines and wives, and they had more sons and fi
“ters. 14These are the names of David's sons who were g
1 Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, A
. Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 1Elishama, Eliada, and ar
et w
ar

2 Conquers the Philistines w

" the Philistines heard that David had been anointed
* Lsrael, they mobilized all their forces to capture him. M
=1d was told they were coming, so he went into the 16
=0ld. 18The Philistines arrived and spread out across ct
= of Rephaim. 19So David asked the Lorp, “Should I go W
ght the Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?”

Lc
Loro replied to David, “Yes, go ahead. I will certainly
“em over to you.” in:

David went to Baal-perazim and defeated the Philis- sa
“ere. “The Lorp did it!” David exclaimed. “He burst 181
* my enemies like a raging flood!” So he named that pe
“2al-perazim (which means “the Lord who bursts he

*'The Philistines had abandoned their idols of

> David and his men confiscated them. pe
after a while the Philistines returned and again
tacross the valley of Rephaim. 23And againDavid Mi

“= Lorp what to do. “Do not attack them straighton,” in.

- replied. “Instead, circle around behind and attack day

21 the poplar* trees. 2#When you hear a sound like any
"2 feetin the tops of the poplar trees, be on the alert!

o the signal that the Loro is moving ahead of you Lo

¢ lame’ and ‘blind’ Jebusites hate me.  5:8b Or with scaling hooks. The
5:9 Hebrew the millo. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.  5:2

5:25 Asin Greek version (see also 1 Chr 14:16); Hebrew reads Geba. 6
Ark of God where the Name is proclaimed—the name of the Lo
By ; Masoretic Text reads before the LoRD with all manner of
5:14 Hebrew a linen ephod. 6:19Ora portion of meat. The
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d went to Baal-perazim and defeated the Philis-
The Lorp did it!” David exclaimed. “He burst
enemies like a raging flood!” So he named that
-oerazim (which means “the Lord who bursts
“'The Philistines had abandoned their idols
i : and his men confiscated them.
a while the Philistines returned and again
ross the valley of Rephaim. 22And again David
=0 what to do. “Do not attack them straight on,”
d. “Instead, circle around behind and attack
= poplar* trees. 24When you hear a sound like
=% in the tops of the poplar trees, be on the alert!
"¢ signal that the Lorp is moving ahead of you

v the millo. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

eek version (see also 1 Chr 14:16); Hebrew reads Geba.
God where the Name is proclaimed—the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 6:5 As in Dead Sea Sc
retic Text reads before the LORD with all manner of cypresswood.  6:7 As in Dead Sea Scrolls; Masoreti
rew alinenephod.  6:19 Or a portion of meat. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain
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to strike down the Philistine army.” 25So David did what the
Lorp commanded, and he struck down the Philistines all
the way from Gibeon* to Gezer.

Moving the Ark to Jerusalem
6 Then David again gathered all the elite troops in Israel,
30,000 it all. 2He led them to Baalah of Judah* to bring
back the Ark of God, which bears the name of the Lorp of
Heaven’s Armies,* who is enthroned between the cherubim.
3They placed the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it
from Abinadab’s house, which was on a hill. Uzzah and Ahio,
Abinadab’s sons, were guiding the cart as it left the house,
“carrying the Ark of God. Ahio walked in front of the Ark. SDa-
vid and all the people of Israel were celebrating before the
Loro, singing songs* and playing all kinds of musical instru-
ments—Ilyres, harps, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals.
6But when they arrived at the threshing floor of Nacon,
the oxen stumbled, and Uzzah reached out his hand and
steadied the Ark of God. 7Then the Lozd’s anger was
aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him dead because
of this.* So Uzzah died right there beside the Ark of God.
8David was angry because the Lozp’s anger had burst out
against Uzzah. He named that place Perez-uzzah (which
means “to burst out against Uzzah"), as it is still called today.
?David was now afraid of the L« he asked, “"How
canIever bring the Ark of the Lozo ntomy care?” 1950
David decided not to move the Ark of the Lorb into the City
of David. Instead, he took it ouse of Obed-edom of
Gath. ""The Ark of the Lo ained there in Obed-
edom’s house for three mo d the Lorp blessed Obed-
edom and his entire hous:
12Then King David w: “The Lorp has blessed Obed-
edom’s household and eve g he has because of the Ark
of God.” So Davi there and brought the Ark of God
from the house om to the City of David with a
great celebratic the men who were carrying the
Atk of the Loz x steps, David sacrificed a bull
and a fattened d David danced before the Lorp
with all his g a priestly garment.* 15So David
and all the ael brought up the Ark of the Lorp
with shouts o and the blowing of rams’ horns.

O\

Michal’s Contempt for David
'6But as the Ark of the Lorp entered the City of David, Mi-
chal, the daughter of Saul, looked down from her window.
When she saw King David leaping and dancing before the
Lorb, she was filled with contempt for him.

7They brought the Ark of the Lorp and set it in its place
inside the special tent David had prepared for it. And David
sacrificed burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lorb.
8When he had finished his sacrifices, David blessed the
people in the name of the Lorp of Heaven’s Armies. 9Then
he gave to every Israelite man and woman in the crowd aloaf
of bread, a cake of dates,* and a cake of raisins. Then all the
people returned to their homes.

20When David returned home to bless his own family,
Michal, the daughter of Saul, came out to meet him. She said
in disgust, “How distinguished the king of Israel looked to-
day, shamelessly exposing himself to the servant girls like
any vulgar person might do!”

21David retorted to Michal, “I was dancing before the
Lorp, who chose me above your father and all his family! He

1'blind’ Jebusites hate me. ~ 5:8b Or with scaling hooks. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.  5:8¢ The meaning of this saying

5:23 Or aspen, or balsam; also in 5:24. The exact identification of this tree is
6:2a Baalah of Judah is another name for Kiriath- 1ean

i
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appointed me as the leader of Israel, the people of the Lorp,
so 1 celebrate before the Lorp. 22Yes, and I am willing tolook
even more foolish than this, even to be humiliated in my
own eyes! But those servant girls you mentioned will indeed
think I am distinguished!” 22So Michal, the daughter of Saul,
remained childless throughout her entire life.

The LORD’s Covenant Promise to David
7 When King David was settled in his palace and the Lorp
had given him rest from all the surrounding enemies,

2the king summoned Nathan the prophet. “Look,” David
said, “I am living in a beautiful cedar palace,* but the Atk of
God is out there in a tent!”

3Nathan replied to the king, “Go ahead and do whatever
you have in mind, for the Lorb is with you.”

4But that same night the Lorp said to Nathan,

5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lorp
has declared: Are you the one to build a house for me
to live in? 61 have never lived in a house, from the day
1 brought the Israelites out of Egypt until this very day.
1 have always moved from one place to another with a
tent and a Tabernacle as my dwelling. 7Yet no matter
where [ have gone with the Israelites, I have never once
complained to Israel’s tribal leaders, the shepherds of
my people Israel. I have never asked them, “Why haven't
you built me a beautiful cedar house?”’
8‘Now go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what
the Lorp of Heaven'’s Armies has declared: I took you
from tending sheep in the pasture and selected you to
be the leader of my people Israel. 9T have been with you
wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your
enemies before your eyes. Now I will make your name
as famous as anyone who has ever lived on the earth!
10And I will provide a homeland for my people Israel,
planting them in a secure place where they will never
be disturbed. Evil nations won't oppress them as they've
done in the past, 1start-ing from the time I appointed
judges to rule my people Israel. And I will give you rest
from all your enemies.
“‘Furthermore, the Lorp declares that he will make

a house for you—a dynasty of kings! 12For when you
die and are buried with your ancestors, I will raise up
one of your descendants, your own offspring, and I
will make his kingdom strong. 3He is the one who
will build a house—a temple—for my name. And I will
secure his royal throne forever. 41 will be his father,
and he will be my son. If he sins, I will correct and
discipline him with the rod, like any father would do.
15But my favor will not be taken from him as I took it
from Saul, whom I removed from your sight. 6Your
house and your kingdom will continue before me* for
all time, and your throne will be secure forever.””

17S0 Nathan went back to David and told him everything the
Lorp had said in this vision.

David's Prayer of Thanks
18Then King David went in and sat before the Lorp and
prayed,

“Who am I, O Sovereign Lorp, and what is my family,
that you have brought me this far? ?And now, Sovereign

7:2 Hebrew a house of cedar.  7:16 As in Greek version and some Hebrew manuscripts; Masoretic Textreads before you.  7:19 Or This is your i
all humanity, O Sovereign LoRD. ~ 7:23 As in Greek version (see also 1 Chr 17:21); Hebrew reads You made a great name for yourself and performed awes
miracles for your land. You did this in the sight of your people, whom you redeemed from Egypt, from nations and their gods.  8:1 Hebrew by conquering
Metheg-ammah, a name that means “the bridle,” possibly referring to the size of the town or the tribute money taken from it. Compare 1 Chr 18:1.  8:4

Lorp, in addition to everything else, you speak of giving ##:<n. Hadadezer and Toi had been enemies and were D

your servant a lasting dynasty! Do you deal with i

=1 at war. Joram presented David with many gifts of ]

everyone this way, O Sovereign LorD?* “l=r, gold, and bronze.

20“What more can I say to you? You know what your -
servant is really like, Sovereign Lorp. 2'Because of your
promise and according to your will, you have done all
these great things and have made‘them known to your
servant.
22“How great you are, O Sovereign Lorp! There is
no one like you. We have never even heard of another &
God like you! 2What other nation on earth is like your S
people Israel? What other nation, O God, have you
redeemed from slavery to be your own people? You
made a great name for yourself when you redeemed -
your people from Egypt. You performed awesome
miracles and drove out the nations and gods that stoa
in their way.* 24You made Israel your very own peopie
forever, and you, O Lorp, became their God.
25“And now, O Lorp God, I am your servant; do as
have promised concerning me and my family. Co!
as a promise that will last forever. 26And may your nam
be honored forever so that everyone will say, ‘The Lot
of Heaven's Armies is God over Israel!’ And may the
house of your servant David continue before you fore
270 Lorp of Heaven’s Armies, God of Israel, I ha
been bold enough to pray this prayer to you becausess
have revealed all this to your servant, saying, ‘Twill b
a house for you—a dynasty of kings!’ 28For you are
O Sovereign Lorp. Your words are truth, and you hawe
promised these good things to your servant. 22And nos
may it please you to bless the house of your servant,si&
that it may continue forever before you. For you have
spoken, and when you grant a blessing to your servas
O Sovereign Lorb, it is an eternal blessing!”

Wi,

David'’s Military Victories
After this, David defeated and subdued the Philist
by conquering Gath, their largest town.* 2David

conquered the land of Moab. He made the people lie da

on the ground in arow, and he measured them off in gra
with alength of rope. He measured off two groups to be
cuted for every one group to be spared. The Moabites:
were spared became David's subjects and paid him &
money. !
3David also destroyed the forces of Hadadezer so

Rehob, king of Zobah, when Hadadezer marched o

strengthen his control along the Euphrates River. “David@

tured 1,000 chariots, 7,000 charioteers,* and 20,000 58

soldiers. He crippled all the chariot horses except enougiii

100 chariots.

5When Arameans from Damascus arrived to help

Hadadezer, David killed 22,000 of them. 6Then he pi

several army garrisons in Damascus, the Aramean ca

and the Arameans became David’s subjects and paid &
tribute money. So the Lorp made David victorious whes
he went. ‘

7David brought the gold shields of Hadadezer’s offasi
to Jerusalem, 8along with a large amount of bronze

Hadadezer’s towns of Tebah* and Berothai.

sWhen King Toi of Hamath heard that David had#
stroyed the entire army of Hadadezer, '%he sent his

Joram to congratulate King David for his successful cai-

Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version (see also 1 Chr 18:4); Masoretic Text reads captured 1,700 charioteers. - 8:8 As in some Greek manuscripts (see aiss 4 .

1 Chr 18:8); Hebrew reads Betah.

King David dedicated all these gifts to the Lorp, as he sa
ith the silver and gold from the other nations he had N
zted—12from Edom,* Moab, Ammon, Philistia,and Am- to
—and from Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah.
S0 David became even more famous when he re- m
1 from destroying 18,000 Edomites* in the Valley of m
“He placed army garrisons throughout Edom, and all  hc
Zomites became David's subjects. In fact, the Lorp i
David victorious wherever he went. 2
David reigned over all Israel and did what was just be
=t for all his people. 6Joab son of Zeruiah was com- ba
- of the army. Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the
storian. '7Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech sonof ge
zr were the priests. Seraiah was the court secretary. ou
zh son of Jehoiada was captain of the king’s body- of
And David's sons served as priestly leaders.*

s Kindness to Mephibosheth fo
72 day David asked, “Is anyone in Saul’s family still 1

=—anyone to whom I can show kindness for Jona- of

zke?” 2He summoned a man named Ziba, who had hi
=z of Saul's servants. “Are you Ziba?” the king asked. an
Iam,” Ziba replied. wr
= king then asked him, “Is anyone still alive from frc
=mily?If so,I want to show God’s kindness tothem.”  op
: replied, “Yes, one of Jonathan’s sons is still alive. He

~2d in both feet.” frc

nere is he?” the king asked. ple
_o-debar,” Ziba told him, “at the home of Makir son of me
: col

David sent for him and brought him from Makir's mc
His name was Mephibosheth*; he was Jonathan's col
2 Saul’s grandson. When he came to David, he bowed An
the ground in deep respect. David said, “Greetings, 12
nosheth.” cit
-hibosheth replied, “I am your servant.”
~on't be afraid!” David said. “I intend to show kindness gat
secause of my promise to your father, Jonathan. Iwill an:
all the property that once belonged to your grand- cit
saul, and you will eat here with me at the king’s table!”
-phibosheth bowed respectfully and exclaimed, for
s your servant, that you should show such kindness ad
1=2d dog like me?” the
“en the king summoned Saul’s servant Ziba and said, “I at ]
Zven your master’s grandson everything that belonged of
2 2nd his family. 1°You and your sons and servants are
— the land for him to produce food for your master’s all
~old.* But Mephibosheth, your master’s grandson, He
2 here at my table.” (Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty ma

“nareplied, “Yes, my lord the king; I am your servant, 70
11l do all that you have commanded.” And from that bac
n. Mephibosheth ate regularly at David's table,* like alli

the king’s own sons. Ist

hibosheth had a young son named Mica. From Aft

all the members of Ziba's household were Mephib-

*'s servants. 3And Mephibosheth, who was crippled Da

» feet, lived in Jerusalem and ate regularly at the king’s 1

a few Hebrew manuscripts and Greek and Syriac versions (see also 8:14; 1
cripts and Greek and Syriac versions (see also 8:14; 1 Chr 18:12); mos

8:18b Hebrew David'’s sons were priests; compare parallel text at 1
ek version; Hebrew reads your master’s grandson.  9:11 As in Greek
-zzdstheking. 10:16 Hebrew theriver. 10:18 Asin some Greek manus
of the year. The first day of the year in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar
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= Hadadezer and Toi had been enemies and were
at war. Joram presented David with many gifts of
zold, and bronze.
‘ng David dedicated all these gifts to the Lorp, as he
“th the silver and gold from the other nations he had
=z’ed—12from Edom,* Moab, Ammon, Philistia,and Am-
and from Hadadezer son of Rehob, king of Zobah.
20 David became even more famous when he re-
me=d from destroying 18,000 Edomites* in the Valley of
‘He placed army garrisons throughout Edom, and all
Zomites became David’s subjects. In fact, the Lorp
: David victorious wherever he went.
-0 David reigned over all Israel and did what was just
~znt for all his people. '6Joab son of Zeruiah was com-
=1 of the army. Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the
“storian. '7Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech son of
“ar were the priests. Seraiah was the court secretary.
1z:ah son of Jehoiada was captain of the king’s body-
* And David's sons served as priestly leaders.*

s Kindness to Mephibosheth

-2 day David asked, “Is anyone in Saul’s family still
re—anyone to whom I can show kindness for Jona-
sake?” 2He summoned a man named Ziba, who had
"2 of Saul’s servants. “Are you Ziba?” the King asked.

< sir, I am,” Ziba replied.

g then asked him, “Is anyone still alive from
amily? If so, I want to show God's kindness to them.”

: replied, “Yes, one of Jonathan’s sons is still alive. He

-zd in both feet.”

nere is he?” the king asked.

_o-debar,” Ziba told him, “at the home of Makir son of

David sent for him and brought him from Makir’s
“His name was Mephibosheth*; he was Jonathan’s
" Saul’s grandson. When he came to David, he bowed
Te ground in deep respect. David said, “Greetings,
~osheth.”
-nibosheth replied, “I am your servant.”
"'t be afraid!” David said. “I intend to show kindness
e ause of my promise to your father, Jonathan. I will
- all the property that once belonged to your grand-
>zul,and you will eat here with me at the king's table!”
1ibosheth bowed respectfully and exclaimed,
our servant, that you should show such kindness
i dog like me?”
~ the king summoned Saul’s servant Ziba and said, “I
= your master’s grandson everything that belonged
ind his family. 19You and your sons and servants are
“e land for him to produce food for your master’s
-d.* But Mephibosheth, your master’s grandson,
~zre at my table.” (Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty

“z replied, “Yes, my lord the king; I am your servant,
do all that you have commanded.” And from that
tephibosheth ate regularly at David's table,* like

"= king’s own sons.

~7ibosheth had a young son named Mica. From
= the members of Ziba's household were Mephib-
s=rvants. 13And Mephibosheth, who was crippled
=21, lived in Jerusalem and ate regularly at the king’s
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David Defeats the Ammonites

1 Some time after this, King Nahash* of the Ammon-
ites died, and his son Hanun became king. 2David

said, “I am going to show loyalty to Hanun just as his father,

Nahash, was always loyal to me.” So David sent ambassadors

to express sympathy to Hanun about his father’s death.

But when David’s ambassadors arrived in the land of Am-
mon, 3the Ammonite commanders said to Hanun, their
master, “Do you really think these men are coming here to
honor your father? No! David has sent them to spy out the
city so they can come in and conquer it!” 4So Hanun seized
David's ambassadors and shaved off half of each man’s
beard, cut off their robes at the buttocks, and sent them
back to David in shame.

5When David heard what had happened, he sent messen-
gers to tell the men, “Stay at Jericho until your beards grow
out, and then come back.” For they felt deep shame because
of their appearance.

6When the people of Ammon realized how seriously they
had angered David, they sent and hired 20,000 Aramean
foot soldiers from the lands of Beth-rehob and Zobah,
1,000 from the king of Maacah, and 12,000 from the land
of Tob. 7When David heard about this, he sent Joab and all
his warriors to fight them. The Ammonite troops came out
and drew up their battle lines at the entrance of the city gate,
while the Arameans from Zobah and Rehob and the men
from Tob and Maacah positioned themselves to fight in the
open fields.

9When Joab saw that he would have to fight on both the
front and the rear, he chose some of Israel’s elite troops and
placed them under his personal command to fight the Ara-
means in the fields. 1°He left the rest of the army under the
command of his brother Abishai, who was to attack the Am-
monites. 1"“If the Arameans are too strong for me, then
come over and help me,” Joab told his brother. “And if the
Ammonites are too strong for you, I will come and help you.
12Be courageous! Let us fight bravely for our people and the
cities of our God. May the Lorp’s will be done.”

13When Joab and his troops attacked, the Arameans be-
gan to run away. 1“And when the Ammonites saw the Arame-
ans running, they ran from Abishai and retreated into the
city. After the battle was over, Joab returned to Jerusalem.

15The Arameans now realized that they were no match
for Israel. So when they regrouped, 'sthey were joined by
additional Aramean troops summoned by Hadadezer from
the other side of the Euphrates River.* These troops arrived
at Helam under the command of Shobach, the commander
of Hadadezer's forces.

17When David heard what was happening, he mobilized
all Israel, crossed the Jordan River, and led the army to
Helam. The Arameans positioned themselves in battle for-
mation and fought against David. '8But again the Arameans
fled from the Israelites. This time David's forces killed
700 charioteers and 40,000 foot soldiers,* including Sho-
bach, the commander of their army. ?When all the kings
allied with Hadadezer saw that they had been defeated by
Israel, they surrendered to Israel and became their subjects.
After that, the Arameans were afraid to help the Ammonites.

David and Bathsheba
1 In the spring of the year,* when kings normally go out
to war, David sent Joab and the Israelite army to fight

= Hebrew manuscripts and Greek and Syriac versions (see also 8:14; 1 Chr 18:11); most Hebrew manuscripts read Aram.  8:13 Asinafew

ipts and Greek and Syriac versions (see also 8:14; 1 Chr 18:12); most Hebrew manuscripts read Arameans.  8:18a Hebrew of the Kerethites

8:18b Hebrew David's sons were priests; compare parallel textat 1 Chr 18:17.
~==& version; Hebrew reads your master’s grandson. ~ 9:11 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads my table.
ng. 10:16 Hebrew theriver. 10:18 As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 1 Chr 19:18); Hebrew reads charioteers.
= year. The first day of the year in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred in March or April.

9:6 Mephibosheth is another name for Merib-baal.
10:1 Asin parallel text at 1 Chr
11

=arions and their gods.  8:1 Hebrew by
soney taken from it. Compare 1 Chr 182
275, 8:8 As in some Greek manuscrips =
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the Ammonites. They destroyed the Ammonite army and
laid siege to the city of Rabbah. However, David stayed be-
hind in Jerusalem.

2Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out
of bed and was walking on the roof of the palace. As he
looked out over the city, he noticed a woman of unusual
beauty taking a bath. 3He sent someone to find out who she
was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eli-
amand the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4Then David sent mes-
sengers to get her; and when she came to the palace, he slept
with her. She had just completed the purification rites after
having her menstrual period. Then she returned home.
SLater, when Bathsheba discovered that she was pregnant,
she sent David a message, saying, “I'm pregnant.”

sThen David sent word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hit-
tite.” So Joab sent him to David. 7When Uriah arrived, David
asked him how Joab and the army were getting along and
how the war was progressing. 8Then he told Uriah, “Go on
home and relax.*” David even sent a gift to Uriah after he
had left the palace. *But Uriah didn't go home. He slept that
night at the palace entrance with the king’s palace guard.

1°When David heard that Uriah had not gone home, he
summoned him and asked, “What's the matter? Why didn’t
you go home last night after being away for so long?”

1Uriah replied, “The Ark and the armies of Israel and Ju-
dah are living in tents,* and Joab and my master’s men are
camping in the open fields. How could I go home to wine
and dine and sleep with my wife? I swear that I would never
do such a thing.”

12“Well, stay here today,” David told him, “and tomorrow
you may return to the army.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem
that day and the next. 3Then David invited him to dinner
and got him drunk. But even then he couldn't get Uriah to go
home to his wife. Again he slept at the palace entrance with
the king’s palace guard.

David Arranges for Uriah’s Death

1450 the next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and gave
it to Uriah to deliver. 15The letter instructed Joab, “Station
Uriah on the front lines where the battle is fiercest. Then
pull back so that he will be killed.” 16So Joab assigned Uriah
to a spot close to the city wall where he knew the enemy’s
strongest men were fighting. 17And when the enemy sol-
diers came out of the city to fight, Uriah the Hittite was
killed along with several other Israelite soldiers.

'8Then Joab sent a battle report to David. '*He told his
messenger, “Report all the news of the battle to the king.
29But he might get angry and ask, ‘Why did the troops go so
close to the city? Didn't they know there would be shooting
from the walls? 2’Wasn't Abimelech son of Gideon* killed at
Thebez by a woman who threw a millstone down on him
from the wall? Why would you get so close to the wall?” Then
tell him, ‘Uriah the Hittite was killed, too.””

2250 the messenger went to Jerusalem and gave a com-
plete report to David. Z"The enemy came out against us in
the open fields,” he said. “And as we chased them back to the
city gate, 24the archers on the wall shot arrows at us. Some of
the king’s men were killed, including Uriah the Hittite.”

25"Well, tell Joab not to be discouraged,” David said. “The
sword devours this one today and that one tomorrow! Fight
harder next time, and conquer the city!”

26When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead,
she mourned for him. 2When the period of mourning was
over, David sent for her and brought her to the palace, and

11:8 Hebrew and wash your feet, an expression that may also have a connotation of ritualistic washing. 11:11 Or at Succoth.  11:21 Hebrew son of Je "
besheth. Jerub-besheth is a variation on the name Jerub-baal, which is another name for Gideon; see Judg 6:32.  12:14 As in Dead Sea Scrolls; Masoretic 72

reads the LORD's enemies.  12:20 Hebrew anointed himself.

she became one of his wives. Then she gave birth to ass
But the Lorp was displeased with what David had done

Nathan Rebukes David i =
1 2 So the Lorp sent Nathan the prophet to tell Dal
this story: “There were two men in a certain to#
One was rich, and one was poor. 2The rich man owne
great many sheep and cattle. 3The poor man owned nott
but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that littleIa
and it grew up with his children. It ate from the man’s o
plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his armsi. .
a baby daughter. One day a guest arrived at the home of#f
rich man. But instead of killing an animal from his o#&
flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it@
prepared it for his guest.” ‘
sDavid was furious. “As surely as the Lorp lives, ¥
vowed, “any man who would do such a thing deserves to
He must repay four lambs to the poor man for the o
stole and for having no pity.”

Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! The Lo
the God of Israel, says: I anointed you king of Israel y
saved you from the power of Saul. 81 gave you your mast
house and his wives and the kingdoms of Israel and Jud
And if that had not been enough, I would have given
much, much more. *°Why, then, have you despised the
of the Lorp and done this horrible deed? For you have m#
dered Uriah the Hittite with the sword of the Ammond
and stolen his wife. 19From this time on, your family will
by the sword because you have despised me by taking B
ah’s wife to be your own.

11“This is what the Lorp says: Because of what you b

done, Iwill cause your own household to rebel againstys
will give your wives to another man before your very es
and he will go to bed with them in public view. 12You d
secretly, but I will make this happen to you openly in
sight of all Israel.”

David Confesses His Guilt
3Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned agz
the Lorp.”
Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lorb has forgiven you,
you won't die for this sin. 1“Nevertheless, because you l
shown utter contempt for the Loro* by doing this,
child will die.”
1sAfter Nathan returned to his home, the Lorp se
deadly illness to the child of David and Uriah'’s wife. 16D
begged God to spare the child. He went without food and#
all night on the bare ground. 7The elders of his housel
pleaded with him to get up and eat with them, but he refus
'8Then on the seventh day the child died. David’s advise

i

“~=vid replied, “I fasted and wept while the child was
‘ot I said, ‘Perhaps the Lorp will be gracioustomeand th
= child live.’ 28But why should I fast when he is dead? 13
27ing him back again? I will go to him one day,buthe or
“return to me.” ki

en David comforted Bathsheba, his wife, and slept
“<r. She became pregnant and gave birth toason,and st
* named him Solomon. The Lorp loved the child nc
- sent word through Nathan the prophet that they he

- name him Jedidiah (which means “beloved of the
as the Lorp had commanded.* thi

d Captures Rabbah sel
“while, Joab was fighting against Rabbah, the capital

“mon, and he captured the royal fortifications.* 27Joab
“essengers to tell David, “T have fought against Rabbah he
zptured its water supply.* 28Now bring the rest of the q;
znd capture the city. Otherwise, I will capture itand Ty
=dit for the victory.” Wi

> David gathered the rest of the army and went to Rab-
7d he fought against it and captured it. 3°David re- An
2 the crown from the king’s head,* and it was placedon pg
T head. The crown was made of gold and set with Ty
and it weighed seventy-five pounds.* David took a vast hot
-t of plunder from the city. 3'He also made slaves of .
*=ople of Rabbah and forced them to labor with* Saws, ver

Jicks, and iron axes, and to work in the brick kilns.*

! ; abc

s how he dealt with the people of all the Ammonite dor
"5 Then David and ali the army returned to Jerusalem.

Ab

Rape of Tamar AT

- “ 3 Now David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sister at [

named Tamar. And Amnon, her half brother, fell des- son
y in love with her. 2Amnon became so obsessed with she
© that he became ill. She was a virgin, and Amnon vani
't he could never have her. 2

“.t Amnon had a very crafty friend—his cousin Jonadab. be t

as the son of David’s brother Shimea.* “One day but

«2ab said to Amnon, “What's the trouble? Why should bles

on of aking look so dejected morning after morning?” 2
- Amnon told him, “I am in love with Tamar, my brother abor
om’s sister.” o

"\ell," Jonadab said, “I'l tell you what to do. Go back to pres

# znd pretend you are ill. When your father comes to see tend

zsk him to let Tamar come and prepare some food for a kir

I Tell him you'll feel better if she prepares it as you watch 28
- “zeds you with her own hands.” hen

t
> Amnon lay down and pretended to be sick. And when hasg
ng came to see him, Amnon asked him, “Please let my salor
_famar come and cook my favorite dish* as I watch. of th

I can eat it from her own hands.” 7So David agreedand 30
Tamar to Amnor_l’s house to prepare some food for him.  react
‘hen Tamar arrived at Amnon’s house, she went to the one j
o= évhere he was lying down so he could watch her mix hims
; #i= dough. Then she baked his favorite dish for him. SBut ho
1 o ¢ ' ITC
hag€agyglned. I?_ﬂ(li{g?ﬂ'd geag-” he asked. " she set the serving tray before him, he refused to eat. 32
es,” theyreplied, "he is dead. . “ryone getout of here,” Amnon told his servants. So they ea,ar
20Then David got up from the ground, washed hims#j . . ha've ]
put on lotions,* and changed his clothes. He went to® hen he said to Tamar, “Now bring the food into my ting t
Tabernacle and worshiped the Lorb. After that, he returi . nd feed it to me here.” So Tamar took his favorite lord ¢
to the palace and was served food and ate. " 10 him. "'But as she was feeding him, he grabbed her 34Me:
2THis advisers were amazed. “We don’t understand i emanded, “Come to bed with me, my darling sister.” Th
they told him. “While the child was Stl.n 11Ymg' YOUWEDERE. chrew he; an alternate Hebrew reading and some Hebrew manuscripts read s
refused to eat. But now that the child is dead, you b or e royal.city.  12:27 Or captured the city of water. 12:30a O from
stopped your mourning and are eating again.” = god of the Ammonites. 12:30b Hebrew 1talent [34 kilograms]. 12:31a0
-5 Or and he made them pass through the brick kilns.  13:3 Hebrew Shimeah (=
-T acouple of cakes; alsoin 13:8,10. 13:18 Or a robe with sleeves, or an orna

“olls and Greek version add But he did not punish his son Amnon, because he loyes
“ezre also Dead Sea Scrolls); the Hebrew text lacks this sentence.

were afraid to tell him. “He wouldn'’t listen to reason
the child was ill,” they said. “What drastic thing will he#
when we tell him the child is dead?”

"When David saw them whispering, he realized
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7id replied, “I fasted and wept while the child was
7 [ said, ‘Perhaps the Lorp will be gracious to me and
“hild live.” Z8But why should I fast when he is dead?

-7ing him back again? I will go to him one day; but he
return tome.” .

“en David comforted Bathsheba, his wife, and slept
. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son, and

* named him Solomon. The Lorp loved the child
ent word through Nathan the prophet that they
name him Jedidiah (which means “beloved of the
as the Lorp had commanded.*

Captures Rabbah
“while, Joab was fighting against Rabbah, the capital
~on, and he captured the royal fortifications.* 2Joab
=ssengers to tell David, “I have fought against Rabbah
otured its water supply.* 28Now bring the rest of the
“d capture the city. Otherwise, I will capture it and
Zit for the victory.”

David gathered the rest of the army and went to Rab-

1 he fought against it and captured it. 3°David re-

- e crown from the king’s head,* and it was placed on

= head. The crown was made of gold and set with
7d it weighed seventy-five pounds.* David took a vast
- of plunder from the city. 3'He also made slaves of
ole of Rabbah and forced them to labor with* saws,
<s, and iron axes, and to work in the brick kilns.*
ow he dealt with the people of all the Ammonite
“nen David and all the army returned to Jerusalem.

‘zpe of Tamar

ow David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sister
“2med Tamar. And Amnon, her half brother, fell des-
n love with her. 2Amnon became so obsessed with
at he became ill. She was a virgin, and Amnon
“he could never have her.
<mnon had a very crafty friend—his cousin Jonadab.

the son of David's brother Shimea.* “One day 1
> said to Amnon, “What's the trouble? Why should

f aking look so dejected morning after morning?”
7non told him, “I am in love with Tamar, my brother
—'s sister.”
Jonadab said, “I'll tell you what to do. Go back to
- pretend you are ill. When your father comes to see
nim to let Tamar come and prepare some food for
nimyou'll feel better if she prepares it as you watch
=5 you with her own hands.”
mnon lay down and pretended to be sick. And when
- Came to see him, Amnon asked him, “Please let my
=mar come and cook my favorite dish* as I watch.
~=n eat it from her own hands.” 7So David agreed and
~ar to Amnon’s house to prepare some food for him.
=7 Tamar arrived at Amnon'’s house, she went to the
“ere he was lying down so he could watch her mix
h. Then she baked his favorite dish for him. 9But
: the serving tray before him, he refused to eat.
"2 getout of here,” Amnon told his servants. So they

" he said to Tamar, “Now bring the food into my

- 2nd feed it to me here.” So Tamar took his favorite
. 'But as she was feeding him, he grabbed her
:nded, “Come to bed with me, my darling sister.”
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12°No, my brother!” she cried. “Don’t be foolish! Don’t do
this to me! Such wicked things aren’t done in Israel.
3Where could I go in my shame? And you would be called
one of the greatest fools in Israel. Please, just speak to the
king about it, and he will let you marry me.”

4But Amnon wouldn't listen to her, and since he was
stronger than she was, he raped her. '5Then suddenly Am-
non’s love turned to hate, and he hated her even more than
he had loved her. “Get out of here!” he snarled at her.

16“No, no!” Tamar cried. “Sending me away now is worse
than what you've already done to me.”

But Amnon wouldn't listen to her. 17He shouted for his
servant and demanded, “Throw this woman out, and lock
the door behind her!”

1880 the servant put her out and locked the
her. She was wearing a long, beautiful robe * as
tom in those days for the king’s virgin dau
Tamar tore her robe and put ashes on he
with her face in her hands, she went awa

20Her brother Absalom saw her and asked. “Is i
Amnon has been with you? Well i keep quiet for
now, since he’s your brother. Dor about it.” So
Tamar lived as a desolate woman in her brother Absalom’s
house.

2'When King David heard wi
very angry.* 22And though
about this, he hated Amnor
done to his sister.

oor behind
72s the cus-

Xe to Amnon
se of what he had

Absalom’s Revenge on Amnon
2Two years later, wh
at Baal-hazor near E
sons to come to z f

sheep-shearer.

ere being sheared
ted all the king's
King and said, "My
kingand his ser-
he occasion with me?”
v son. If we all came, we would
en on you.” Absalom pressed him,
10t come, though he gave Absalom his

Absalom said, “if you can’t come, how
her Amnon with us?”
g asked. But Absalom kept on
pressing the king u finzlly agreed to let all his sons at-
tend, including Amnon. So Absalom prepared a feast fit for
aking.*

28Absalom told his men, “Wait until Amnon gets drunk;
then at my signal, kill him! Don't be afrzid. I'm the one who
has given the command. Take courage and do it!” 290 at Ab-
salom’s signal they murdered Amnon. Then the other sons
of the king jumped on their mules and fled.

30As they were on the way back to Jerusalem, this report
reached David: “Absalom has killed all the king’s sons; not
one is left alive!” 31The king got up, tore his robe, and threw
himself on the ground. His advisers also tore their clothes in
horror and sorrow.

32But just then Jonadab, the son of David’s brother Shim-
ea, arrived and said, “No, don't believe that all the king’s sons
have been killed! It was only Amnon! Absalom has been plot-
ting this ever since Amnon raped his sister Tamar. 33No, my
lord the king, your sons aren’t all dead! It was only Amnon.”
34Meanwhile Absalom escaped.

Then the watchman on the Jerusalem wall saw a great

»2; an alternate Hebrew reading and some Hebrew manuscriptsread she.  12:25 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads because of the LORD.

Sea Scrolls); the Hebrew text lacks this sentence.

royal city.  12:27 Or captured the city of water. 12:30a Ot from the head of Milcom (as in Greek version). Milcom, also called Molech,
mmonites. 12:30b Hebrew Italent (34 kilograms).  12:31a Or He also brought out the people of Rabbah and put them under.

ade them pass through the brick kilns.  13:3 Hebrew Shimeah (also in 13:32), a variant spelling of Shimea; compare 1 Chr 2:13.

cakes; alsoin 13:8,10.  13:18 Or a robe with sleeves, or an ornamented robe. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.  13:21 Dead
ersion add But he did not punish his son Amnon, because he loved him, for he was his firstborn.  13:27 As in Greek and Latin versions
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crowd coming down the hill on the road from the west. He
ran to tell the king, “I see a crowd of people coming from
the Horonaim road along the side of the hill."*

35“Look!” Jonadab told the king. “There they are now! The
king's sons are coming, just as I said.”

36They soon arrived, weeping and sobbing, and the king
and all his servants wept bitterly with them. 37And David
mourned many days for his son Amnon.

Absalom fled to his grandfather, Talmai son of Ammi-
hud, the king of Geshur. 38He stayed there in Geshur for
three years. 3And King David,* now reconciled to Amnon’s
death, longed to be reunited with his son Absalom.*

Joab Arranges for Absalom’s Return
1 4 Joab realized how much the king longed to see Absa-
lom. 2So he sent for a woman from Tekoa who had a
reputation for great wisdom. He said to her, “Pretend you
are in mourning; wear mourning clothes and don't put on
lotions.* Act like a woman who has been mourning for the
dead for a long time. 3Then go to the king and tell him the
story I am about to tell you.” Then Joab told her what to say.

“When the woman from Tekoa approached the king, she
bowed with her face to the ground in deep respect and cried
out, “O king! Help me!”

5“What's the trouble?” the king asked.

“Alas, I am a widow!” she replied. “My husband is dead.
6My two sons had a fight out in the field. And since no one
was there to stop it, one of them was killed. 7Now the rest of
the family is demanding, ‘Let us have your son. We will exe-
cute him for murdering his brother. He doesn’t deserve to
inherit his family’s property.” They want to extinguish the
only coalI have left, and my husband’s name and family will
disappear from the face of the earth.”

8“Leave it to me,” the king told her. “Go home, and I'll see
to it that no one touches him.”

2“Oh, thank you, my lord the king,” the woman from Te-
koa replied. “If you are criticized for helping me, let the
blame fall on me and on my father’s house, and let the king
and his throne be innocent.”

10“If anyone objects,” the king said, “bring him to me. I
can assure you he will never complain again!”

1"Then she said, “Please swear to me by the Lorp your
God that you won't let anyone take vengeance against my
son. I'want no more bloodshed.”

“As surely as the Lorp lives,” he replied, “not a hair on
your son’s head will be disturbed!”

12“Please allow me to ask one more thing of my lord the
king,” she said.

“Go ahead and speak,” he responded.

138he replied, “Why don't you do as much for the people
of God as you have promised to do for me? You have con-
victed yourself in making this decision, because you have
refused to bring home your own banished son. 4All of us
must die eventually. Our lives are like water spilled out on
the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. But God
does not just sweep life away; instead, he devises ways to
bring us back when we have been separated from him.

15“T have come to plead with my lord the king because
people have threatened me. I said to myself, ‘Perhaps the
king will listen to me 'éand rescue us from those who would
cut us off from the inheritance* God has given us. 7Yes, my
lord the king will give us peace of mind again.’ I know that
you are like an angel of God in discerning good from evil.
May the Lorp your God be with you.”
13:34 As in Greek version; Hebrew lacks this sentence.

felt aneed to go out after Absalom.
(2.3 kilograms] by the royal standard.

13:39a Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version read And the spirit of the king.
14:2 Hebrew don’t anoint yourself with oil.
15:7 As in Greek and Syriac versions; Hebrew reads forty years.

18“T must know one thing,” the king replied, “and tell
the truth.”

“Yes, my lord the king,” she responded.

19Did Joab put you up to this?”

And the woman replied, “My lord the king, how ca
deny it? Nobody can hide anything from you. Yes, Joab
me and told me what to say. 20He did'it to place the mal
before you in a different light. But you are as wise as ana@®
gel of God, and you understand everything that happe
among us!”

2180 the king sent for Joab and told him, “All right, go
bring back the young man Absalom.”

22Joab bowed with his face to the ground in deep resp
and said, “At last I know that I have gained your approva
lord the king, for you have granted me this request!” = %

23Then Joab went to Geshur and brought Absalom b:
to Jerusalem. 24But the king gave this order: “Absalom m#"
go to his own house, but he must never come into myp
ence.” So Absalom did not see the king.

Absalom Reconciled to David ‘
25Now Absalom was praised as the most handsome man
all Israel. He was flawless from head to foot. 26He cut#®
hair only once a year, and then only because it was so he
When he weighed it out, it came to five pounds!* 27He it
three sons and one daughter. His daughter’s name was
mar, and she was very beautiful. :
28Absalom lived in Jerusalem for two years, but he nesiii
got to see the king. 22Then Absalom sent for Joab to ask®
to intercede for him, but Joab refused to come. Absa
sent for him a second time, but again Joab refused to cam#
30So Absalom said to his servants, “Go and set fire to Ja
barley field, the field next to mine.” So they set his field
fire, as Absalom had commanded. 3
31Then Joab came to Absalom at his house and @
manded, “Why did your servants set my field on fire?”
32And Absalom replied, “Because I wanted you to ask

king why he brought me back from Geshur if he didn¥##-

tend to see me. I might as well have stayed there. Let mes#i:
the King; if he finds me guilty of anything, then let him#
me.”

3380 Joab told the king what Absalom had said.
last David summoned Absalom, who came and bowed!
before the king, and the king kissed him.

Absalom’s Rebellion
1 5 After this, Absalom bought a chariot and horses
he hired fifty bodyguards to run ahead of him 1
got up early every morning and went out to the gate off
city. When people brought a case to the king for judgm
Absalom would ask where in Israel they were from, and:
would tell him their tribe. 3Then Absalom would &
“You've really got a strong case here! It's too bad the &
doesn’thave anyone to hear it. 4I wish I were the judge. T

everyone could bring their cases to me for judgment, mil.-

would give them justice!”

5When people tried to bow before him, Absa
wouldn't let them. Instead, he took them by the hang
kissed them. 6Absalom did this with everyone who ca
the king for judgment, and so he stole the hearts of al
people of Israel.

7After four years,* Absalom said to the king, “Let meg
Hebron to offer a sacrifice to the Lorp and fulfill a vou
made to him. 8For while your servant was at Geshur in Azl

13:39bOrnola

14:16 Or the property; or the people.  14:26 Hebrew 200 shekels

\ims 12ZWhile Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent

"2y gained momentum.

== has joined Absalom in a conspiracy against you!”

== his men. “Hurry! If we get out of the city before Absa-

i disaster.”

e ‘,\{hat happens—whether it means life or death.”
““avid replied, “All right, come with us.” So Ittai and all

“veryone cried loudly as the king and his followers

~7en the king instructed Zadok to take the Ark of God
"z me back to see the Ark and the Tabernacle* again.

o him.”

1 2ck to the city and stayed there.

mised to sacrifice to the Lorp in Hebron* if he would 31V
me back to Jerusalem.” wa:
+l1 right,” the king told him. “Go and fulfill your vow.” opt
4bsalom went to Hebron. 19But while he was there, he 3
“cret messengers to all the tribes of Israel to stir up a
ion against the king. “As soon as you hear the ram’s
his message read, “you are to say, “Absalom has been
ned king in Hebron."” 11He took 200 men from Jerusa-
th him as guests, but they knew nothing of his inten-
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-‘}thophel, one of David’s counselors who lived in
“ So0n many others also joined Absalom, and the con-

d Escapes from Jerusalem
“essenger soon arrived in Jerusalem to tell David, “All
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arTives, both we and the city of Jerusalem will be spared

nta) are with you,” his advisers replied. “Do what you
s best.”
“0 the king and all his household set out at once. He left
“= behind except ten of his concubines to look after the
= 7The king and all his people set out on foot, pausing
ast house "8to let all the king’s men move past to lead
There were 600 men from Gath who had come
Javid, along with the king’s bodyguard.*
“Nien the king turned and said to Ittai, a leader of the
“Tom Gath, “Why are you coming with us? Go on back
"2 Absalom, for you are a guest in Israel, a foreigner in
= “You arrived only recently, and should I force you to-
wander with us? I don’t even know where we will go.
" back and take your kinsmen with you, and may the
show you his unfailing love and faithfulness.*”
“utlttai said to the king, “I vow by the Lorp and by your
“fe that I will go wherever my lord the king goes, no
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m=nand their families went along,

by. They crossed the Kidron Valley and then went
“ward the wilderness.

“zdok and all the Levites also came along, carrying the
he Covenant of God. They set down the Ark of God,
iathar offered sacrifices* until everyone had passed
T the city.

nto the city. “If the Lor sees fit,” David said, “he will
* T he is through with me, then let him do what seems

e king also told Zadok the priest, “Look * here is my
‘ou and Abiathar* should return quietly to the city "
our son Ahimaaz and Abiathar’s son Jonathan. 28I will own s

2y ;he shallows of the Jordan River* and wait there for a have e

" from you.” 2°So Zadok and Abiathar took the Atk of him ct

the Lo

-=vid walked up the road to the Mount of Olives, weep- becaus
7e went. His head was covered and his feet were bare tinued
zn of mourning. And the people who were with him nearby

=d their heads and wept as they climbed the hill. David :
7 some Greek manuscripts; Hebrew lacks in Hebron.  15:18 Hebrew the Kereth
. unfailing love and faithfulness go with you. 15:24 Or Abiathar wentup. 15

“eads Are Yyou a seer? or Do you see? 15:27b Hebrew lacks and Abiathar- comp
ohibosheth is another name for Merib-baal.  16:11 Hebrew this Benjaminite.
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31'When someone told David that his adviser Ahithophel
was now backing Absalom, David prayed, “O Lorb, let Ahith-
ophel give Absalom foolish advice!”

32When David reached the summit of the Mount of Ol-
ives where people worshiped God, Hushai the Arkite was
waiting there for him. Hushai had torn his clothing and put
dirt on his head as a sign of mourning. 33But David told
him, “If you go with me, you will only be a burden. 34Return
to Jerusalem and tell Absalom, ‘I will now be your adviser,
Oking, just as I was your father’s adviser in the past.’ Then
you can frustrate and counter Ahithophel’s advice. 35Za-
dok and Abiathar, the priests, will be there. Tell them about
the plans being made in the king’s palace, 36and they will
send their sons Ahimaaz and Jonathan to tell me what is
going on.”

37So David's friend Hushai returned to Jerusalem, getting
there just as Absalom arrived.

David and Ziba
7 6 When David had gone a little beyond the summit of
the Mount of Olives, Ziba, the servant of Mephibo-
sheth,* was waiting there for him. He had two donkeys
loaded with 200 loaves of bread, 100 clusters of raisins,
100 bunches of summer fruit, and a wineskin full of wine.
2"What are these for?” the king asked Ziba.

Ziba replied, “The donkeys are for the king’s people to
ride on, and the bread and summer fruit are for the young
men to eat. The wine is for those who become exhausted in
the wilderness.”

3“And where is Mephibosheth, Saul's grandson?” the
king asked him. N

“He stayed in Jerusalem,” Ziba replied. “He said, ‘Today I
will get back the kingdom of my grandfather Saul.’”

+“In that case,” the king told Ziba, “I give you everything
Mephibosheth owns.”

“I bow before you,” Ziba replied. “May I always be pleas-
ing to you, my lord the king.”

Shimei Curses David

*As King David came to Bahurim, a man came out of the vil-
lage cursing them. It was Shimei son of Gera, from the same
clan as Saul's family. ¢He threw stones at the king and the
king’s officers and all the mighty warriors who surrounded
him. 7“Get out of here, you murderer, you scoundrel!” he
shouted at David. 8The Loro is paying you back for all the
bloodshed in Saul’s clan. You stole his throne, and now the
Lorp has given it to your son Absalom. At last you will taste
some of your own medicine, for you are a murderer!”

#“Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king?”
Abishai son of Zeruiah demanded. “Let me go over and cut
off his head!”

10“No!” the king said. “Who asked your opinion, you sons
of Zeruiah! If the Lorp has told him to curse me, who are you
to stop him?”

""Then David said to Abishai and to all his servants, “My
own son is trying to kill me. Doesn't this relative of Saul*
have even more reason to do so? Leave him alone and let
him curse, for the Lorp has told him to do it. 12And perhaps
the Lorp will see that I am being wronged and will bless me
because of these curses today.” 13S0 David and his men con-
tinued down the road, and Shimei kept pace with them on a
nearby hillside, cursing as he went and throwing stones at
David and tossing dust into the air.
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14The king and all who were with him grew weary along
the way, so they rested when they reached the Jordan River.*

Ahithophel Advises Absalom

sMeanwhile, Absalom and all the army of Israel arrived at
Jerusalem, accompanied by Ahithophel. '6When David’s
friend Hushai the Arkite arrived, he went immediately to
see Absalom. “Long live the king!” he exclaimed. “Long live
the king!”

17“Ts this the way you treat your friend David?” Absalom
asked him. “Why aren’t you with him?”

'8"I'm here because I belong to the man who is chosen by
the Lorp and by all the men of Israel,” Hushai replied.
19“And anyway, why shouldn't I serve you? Just as I was your
father’s adviser, now I will be your adviser!”

20Then Absalom turned to Ahithophel and asked him,
“What should I do next?”

21Ahithophel told him, “Go and sleep with your father’s
concubines, for he has left them here to look after the pal-
ace. Then all Israel will know that you have insulted your fa-
ther beyond hope of reconciliation, and they will throw
their support to you.” 22So they set up a tent on the palace
roof where everyone could see it,and Absalom went in and
had sex with his father’s concubines.

ZAbsalom followed Ahithophel’s advice, just as David
had done. For every word Ahithophel spoke seemed as wise
as though it had come directly from the mouth of God.

1 Now Ahithophel urged Absalom, “Let me choose

12,000 men to start out after David tonight. 2I will
catch up with him while he is weary and discouraged. He
and his troops will panic, and everyone will run away. Then I
will kill only the king, 3and I will bring all the people back to
you as a bride returns to her husband. After all, it is only one
man’s life that you seek.* Then you will be at peace with all
the people.” 4This plan seemed good to Absalom and to all
the elders of Israel.

Hushai Counters Ahithophel’s Advice

SBut then Absalom said, “Bring in Hushai the Arkite. Let's
see what he thinks about this.” §When Hushai arrived, Absa-
lom told him what Ahithophel had said. Then he asked,
“What is your opinion? Should we follow Ahithophel’s ad-
vice? If not, what do you suggest?”

7“Well,” Hushai replied to Absalom, “this time Ahitho-
phel has made a mistake. 8You know your father and his
men; they are mighty warriors. Right now they are as en-
raged as a mother bear who has been robbed of her cubs.
And remember that your father is an experienced man of
war. He won't be spending the night among the troops. He
has probably already hidden in some pit or cave. And when
he comes out and attacks and a few of your men fall, there
will be panic among your troops, and the word will spread
that Absalom’s men are being slaughtered. 19Then even the
bravest soldiers, though they have the heart of a lion, will be
paralyzed with fear. For all Israel knows what a mighty war-
rior your father is and how courageous his men are.

"I recommend that you mobilize the entire army of Is-
rael, bringing them from as far away as Dan in the north and
Beersheba in the south. That way you will have an army as
numerous as the sand on the seashore. And I advise that you
personally lead the troops. 12ZWhen we find David, we'll fall
on him like dew that falls on the ground. Then neither he
nor any of his men will be left alive. 3And if David were to

16:14 As in Greek version (see also 17:16); Hebrew reads when they reached their destination.
17:16 Hebrew at the crossing points of the wilderness.
18:1 Hebrew app

is the man whom you seek.
some Greek manuscripts (see also 1 Chr 2:17); Hebrew reads an Israelite.

escape into some town, you will have all Israel there at yail
command. Then we can take ropes and drag the walls of &
town into the nearest valley until every stone is torn dows:"
4Then Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “Husha »
advice is better than Ahithophel’s.” For the Lorp had detes |
mined to defeat the counsel of Ahithophel, which really wa

the better plan, so that he could bring disaster on Absalom

Hushai Warns David to Escape
5Hushai told Zadok and Abiathar, the priests, what Ahithe
phel had said to Absalom and the elders of Israel and wii:
he himself had advised instead. 16"Quick!” he told them:
“Find David and urge him not to stay at the shallows of &
Jordan River* tonight. He must go across at once into @ =
wilderness beyond. Otherwise he will die and his enf® =
army with him.”

7Jonathan and Ahimaaz had been staying at En-rogel#
as not to be seen entering and leaving the city. Arrangs »
ments had been made for a servant girl to bring them
message they were to take to King David. 18But a boy spoti# =
them at En-rogel, and he told Absalom about it. So the
quickly escaped to Bahurim, where a man hid them dows"
inside a well in his courtyard. 1°The man’s wife put a clas
over the top of the well and scattered grain on it to dry in
sun; so no one suspected they were there.

20When Absalom'’s men arrived, they asked her, “H#ém i

you seen Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” 4

The woman replied, “They were here, but they croﬁ iy
over the brook.” Absalom’s men looked for them witha
success and returned to Jerusalem.

21Then the two men crawled out of the well and hurrig
on to King David. “Quick!” they told him, “cross the Jord
tonight!” And they told him how Ahithophel had adviss -
that he be captured and killed. 22So David and all the p
with him went across the Jordan River during the night, a -
they were all on the other bank before dawn.

23When Ahithophel realized that his advice had notbest
followed, he saddled his donkey, went to his hometo
his affairs in order, and hanged himself. He died there @ -
was buried in the family tomb.

24David soon arrived at Mahanaim. By now, Absalom B
mobilized the entire army of Israel and was leading
troops across the Jordan River. 2sAbsalom had appoing
Amasa as commander of his army, replacing Joab, who b\
been commander under David. (Amasa was Joab’s couss
His father was Jether,* an Ishmaelite.* His mother, Abigl
daughter of Nahash, was the sister of Joab’s mother, Zem |

ah.) 26Absalom and the Israelite army set up camp in @ -

land of Gilead. S
27When David arrived at Mahanaim, he was warm
greeted by Shobi son of Nahash, who came from Rabl I
the Ammonites, and by Makir son of Ammiel from Lo-del&
and by Barzillai of Gilead from Rogelim. 28They brougs,
sleeping mats, cooking pots, serving bowls, wheat and b& .
ley, flour and roasted grain, beans, lentils, >honey, butE
sheep, goats, and cheese for David and those who were wil,
him. For they said, “You must all be very hungry and q:
and thirsty after your long march through the wilderness
i
Absalom'’s Defeat and Death
1 8 David now mustered the men who were with himam,
appointed generals and captains* to lead them. 2
sent the troops out in three groups, placing one group ung
Joab, one under Joab’s brother Abishai son of Zeruiah, dlw
17:3 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads like the return gl
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"= under Ittai, the man from Gath. The king told his troops,

7 going out with you.”
sut his men objected strongly. “You must not g0,” they
=d. “If we have to turn and run—and even if half of us |
—it will make no difference to Absalom’s troops; they
22 looking only for you. You are worth 10,000 of us,* 4
tis tzjetter that you stay here in the town and send help |
2 need it.” 1
If you think that’s the best plan, Il do it,” the kingan-
"2d. So he stood alongside the gate of the town as all
Toops marched out in groups of hundreds and of

iousands. (

“nd the king gave this command to Joab, Abishai, and

For my sake, deal gently with young Absalom.” And all

~oops heard the king give this order to his commanders. v
> the battle began in the forest of Ephraim, 7and the Is-

‘e troops were beaten back by David’s men. There wasa r
slaughter that day, and 20,000 men laid down their
°The battle raged all across the countryside, and more

* died because of the forest than were killed by the j

d tl
“uring the battle, Absalom happened to come upon

n< of David's men. He tried to escape on his mule, butas h

de beneath the thick branches of a great tree, his hair*

aught in the tree. His mule kept going and left him a

ng in the air. °0One of David’s men saw what had

oened and told Joab, “I saw Absalom dangling from a
tree.”

What?” Joab demanded. “You saw him there and
kill him? I would have rewarded you with ten pieces
er* and a hero’s belt!”
['would not kill the king’s son for even a thousand
=s of silver,*” the man replied to Joab. “We all heard the
2y to you and Abishai and Ittai, ‘For my sake, please
roung Absalom.” 13And if I had betrayed the king by

“2 his son—and the king would certainly find out who
—you yourself would be the first to abandon me.”

“Enough of this nonsense,” Joab said. Then he took
daggers and plunged them into Absalom’s heart as he
ed, stillalive, in the great tree. 15Ten of Joab's youngar-

~earers then surrounded Absalom and killed him. Jo

Then Joab blew the ram’s horn, and his men returned
chasing the army of Israel. 7They threw Absalom’s
nto a deep pit in the forest and piled a great heap of
s over it. And all Israel fled to their homes.

-uring his lifetime, Absalom had built a monument to

=If in the King’s Valley, for he said, “I have no son to

nmy name.” He named the monument after himself,

“isknown as Absalom’s Monument to this day.

d Mourns Absalom’s Death
1 Zadok’s son Ahimaaz said, “Let me run to the king
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10, Joab told him, “it wouldn’t be good news to the
1at his son is dead. You can be my messenger another
outnot today.”
“Nen Joab said to a man from Ethiopia,* “Go tell the
hat you have seen.” The man bowed and ran off.
“ut Ahimaaz continued to plead with Joab, “Whatever
=11, please let me go, t0o.”
ny should you go, my son?” Joab replied. “There will an
eward for your news.” the
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23"Yes, but let me go anyway,” he begged.

Joab finally said, “All right, go ahead.” So Ahimaaz took
the less demanding route by way of the plain and ran to Ma-
hanaim ahead of the Ethiopian.

24While David was sitting between the inner and outer
gates of the town, the watchman climbed to the roof of the
gateway by the wall. As he looked, he saw a lone man run-
ning toward them. 2sHe shouted the news down to David,
and the king replied, “If he is alone, he has news.”

As the messenger came closer, 26the watchman saw an-
other man running toward them. He shouted down, “Here
comes another one!”

The king replied, “He also will have news.”

27"The first man runs like Ahimaaz son of Zadok,” the
watchman said.

“He is a good man and comes with good news,” the king
replied.

28Then Ahimaaz cried out to the king, “Everything is all
right!” He bowed before the king with his face to the ground
and said, “Praise to the Lorp your God, who has handed over
the rebels who dared to stand against my lord the king.”

2“What about young Absalom?” the king demanded. “Is
he all right?”

Ahimaaz replied, “When Joab told me to come, there was
alotof commotion. But I didn’t know what was happening.”

30“Wait here,” the king told him. So Ahimaaz stepped
aside.

31Then the man from Ethiopia arrived and said, “I have
good news for my lord the king. Today the Lorp has rescued
you from all those who rebelled against you.”

32“What about young Absalom?” the king demanded. “Is
he all right?” ’

And the Ethiopian replied, “May all of your enemies, my
lord the king, both now and in the future, share the fate of
that young man!”

33*The king was overcome with emotion. He went up to
the room over the gateway and burst into tears. And as he
went, he cried, “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom!
If only I had died instead of you! O Absalom, my son, my son.”

Joab Rebukes the King
1 9 *Word soon reached Joab that the king was weeping
and mourning for Absalom. 2As all the people heard
of the King’s deep grief for his son, the joy of that day’s vic-
tory was turned into deep sadness. 3They crept back into the
town that day as though they were ashamed and had de-
serted in battle. 4The king covered his face with his hands
and kept on crying, “O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son,
my son!”

5Then Joab went to the king’s room and said to him, “We
saved your life today and the lives of your sons, your daugh-
ters, and your wives and concubines. Yet you act like this,
making us feel ashamed of ourselves. 6You seem to love
those who hate you and hate those who love you. You have
made it clear today that your commanders and troops mean
nothing to you. It seems that if Absalom had lived and all of
us had died, you would be pleased. ?Now go out there and
congratulate your troops, for I swear by the Lorp that if you
don’t go out, not a single one of them will remain here to-
night. Then you will be worse off than ever before.”

880 the king went out and took his seat at the town gate,
and as the news spread throughout the town that he was
there, everyone went to him.
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Meanwhile, the Israelites who had supported Absalom
fled to their homes. 9And throughout all the tribes of Israel
there was much discussion and argument going on. The
people were saying, “The king rescued us from our enemies
and saved us from the Philistines, but Absalom chased him
out of the country. 19Now Absalom, whom we anointed to
rule over us, is dead. Why not ask David to come back and be
our king again?”

"'Then King David sent Zadok and Abiathar, the priests,
to say to the elders of Judah, “Why are you the last ones to
welcome back the king into his palace? For I have heard that
all Israel is ready. 12You are my relatives, my own tribe, my
own flesh and blood! So why are you the last ones to wel-
come back the king?” 13And David told them to tell Amasa,
“Since you are my own flesh and blood, like Joab, may God
strike me and even kill me if I do not appoint you as com-
mander of my army in his place.”

4Then Amasa* convinced all the men of Judah, and they
responded unanimously. They sent word to the king, “Re-
turn to us, and bring back all who are with you.”

David’s Return to Jerusalem

1550 the king started back to Jerusalem. And when he ar-
rived at the Jordan River, the people of Judah came to Gilgal
tomeet him and escort him across the river. 16Shimei son of
Gera, the man from Bahurim in Benjamin, hurried across
with the men of Judah to welcome King David. 17A thousand
other men from the tribe of Benjamin were with him, in-
cluding Ziba, the chief servant of the house of Saul, and
Ziba's fifteen sons and twenty servants. They rushed down
to the Jordan to meet the king. '8They crossed the shallows
of the Jordan to bring the king’s household across the river,
helping him in every way they could.

David’s Mercy to Shimei
Asthe king was about to cross the river, Shimei fell down be-
fore him. 19“My lord the king, please forgive me,” he
pleaded. “Forget the terrible thing your servant did when
you left Jerusalem. May the king put it out of his mind. 20T
know how much I sinned. That is why I have come here to-
day, the very first person in all Israel* to greet my lord the
king.”

21Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said, “Shimei should die,
for he cursed the Lorp’s anointed king!”

22"Who asked your opinion, you sons of Zeruiah!” David
exclaimed. “Why have you become my adversary* today?
This is not a day for execution but for celebration! Today I
am once again the king of Israel!” 23Then, turning to Shimei,
David vowed, “Your life will be spared.”

David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth
24Now Mephibosheth,* Saul’s grandson, came down from
Jerusalem to meet the king. He had not cared for his feet,
trimmed his beard, or washed his clothes since the day the
king left Jerusalem. 2“Why didn't you come with me, Me-
phibosheth?” the king asked him.

26Mephibosheth replied, “My lord the king, my servant
Ziba deceived me. I told him, ‘Saddle my donkey* soI can go
with the king.’ For as you know I am crippled. 27Ziba has
slandered me by saying that I refused to come. But I know
that my lord the king is like an angel of God, so do what you
think is best. 28A1 my relatives and I could expect only death
from you, my lord, but instead you have honored me by al-
lowing me to eat at your own table! What more can I ask?”
19:14 Or David; Hebrew reads he.

19:20 Hebrew in the house of; Joseph.  19:22 Or my prosecutor.
19:26 As in Greek, Syriac, and Latin versions; Hebrew reads I will saddle a donkey for myself.

2“You've said enough,” David replied. “I've decided i
you and Ziba will divide your land equally between youtt"
30“Give him all of it,” Mephibosheth said. “I am conf
just to have you safely back again, my lord the king!”

David’s Kindness to Barzillai
31Barzillai of Gilead had come down ffom Rogelim toes
the king across the Jordan. 32He was very old, about eigh
and very wealthy. He was the one who had provided food#
the king during his stay in Mahanaim. 33“Come across Wil
me and live in Jerusalem,” the king said to Barzillai. “I
take care of you there.”

34"No,” he replied, “I am far too old to go with the kir
Jerusalem. 35 am eighty years old today, and I can no lom
enjoy anything. Food and wine are no longer tasty, and I
not hear the singers as they sing. I would only be a burde
my lord the king. 3¢Just to go across the Jordan River:
theking is all the honor I need! 37Then let me return aga
die in my own town, where my father and mother are
ied. But here is your servant, my son Kimham. Let hin
with my lord the king and receive whatever you want to
him.”

38Good,” the king agreed. “Kimham will go with me

Iwill help him in any way you would like. And T will dof .

you anything you want.” 32So all the people crossed thel
dan with the king. After David had blessed Barzillai@
kissed him, Barzillai returned to his own home. 4

“0The king then crossed over to Gilgal, taking Kimis
with him. All the troops of Judah and half the troops o
el escorted the king on his way.

An Argument over the King i
41But all the men of Israel complained to the king, “The
of Judah stole the king and didn't give us the honor of ‘
ing take you, your household, and all your men across
Jordan.”

42The men of Judah replied, “The king is one of ourm
kinsmen. Why should this make you angry? We ha
eaten any of the king's food or received any special fa

““But there are ten tribes in Israel,” the others repi |
“So we have ten times as much right to the king as youd
What right do you have to treat us with such conte
Weren't we the first to speak of bringing him back to beg ™
king again?” The argument continued back and forth.a
the men of Judah spoke even more harshly than the
Israel.

The Revolt of Sheba

2 0 There happened to be a troublemaker there
Sheba son of Bicri, a man from the tribe of Be

min. Sheba blew a ram’s horn and began to chant:

“Down with the dynasty of David!

We have no interest in the son of Jesse.
Come on, you men of Israel,

back to your homes!”

280 all the men of Israel deserted David and fo p
Sheba son of Bicri. But the men of Judah stayed with
king and escorted him from the Jordan River to Jerusa -1

3When David came to his palace in Jerusalem, he tookdl*
ten concubines he had left to look after the palace
placed them in seclusion. Their needs were providec!
but he no longer slept with them. So each of them lived|
a widow until she died.

“Then the king told Amasa, “Mobilize the army of
19:24 Mephibosheth is another name for Meri

1= wth her wise advice,
I . i outto Joab. So he blew the ram'’s horn and called his than se

=5, and Joab returned to the king at Jerusalem.

ndant of Jair, was David’s personal priest.

three da){s, and report back at that time.” 5So Amasa Da
t to notify Judah, but it took him longer than the 2

7= 5 had been given.

“7en David said to Abishai,

“Sheba son of Bicri is going the
<7 us more than Absalom

did. Quick, take my troops fan
“hase after him before he gets into a fortified town :
< we can’t reach him.” par
- Abishai and Joab,* together with the king’s body- Am
<" and all the mighty warriors, set out from Jerusalem but
T Sheba. 8As they arrived at the greatstone in Gibe- the;
“Masa met them. Joab was wearing his military tunic can
? dagger strapped to his belt. As he stepped forward to  agai
- Amasa, he slipped the dagger from its sheath, * 4
~ow areyou, my cousin?” Joab said and tookhimbythe fam
2 with his right hand as though to kiss him, 19Amasa mar
" * notice the dagger in his left hand, and Joab stabbed ~ “
7 71 the stomach with it so that his insides gushed out do it
<2 ground. Joab did not need to strike again,and Ama- 5
7 died. Joab and his brother Abishai left him lying s, 1
znd continued after Sheba. Isr’ae
e of Joab’s young men shouted to Amasa’s troops, “If we v
e for Joab and David, come and follow Joab.” 2Byt mou;
2 lay in his blood in the middle of the road, and Joab's “A
2w that everyone was stopping to stare at him. So he athar
off the road into a field and threw acloak over cayse
Vith Amasa’s body out of the way, everyonewenton [ogp
* 192D to capture Sheba son of Bicri. oshet
‘eanwhile, Sheba traveled through all the tribes of Is- gavet
“d eventually came to the town of Abel-beth-maacah. Adrie
“= members of his own clan, the Bicrites,* assembled ecyte
==tile and followed him into the town. 1SWhen Joab’s them
arrived, they attacked Abel-beth-maacah. They built 107
2= ramp against the town’s fortifications and began bat- men
< down the wall. 16But a wise woman in the town called harv;.:
0ab, “Listen to me, Joab. Come over here so I can talk tearin
17As he approached, the woman asked, “Are you mals

, : Rizpal
=m," he replied. of I§b<

she said, “Listen carefully to your servant.” Jonath
7 listening,” he said. than c

“hen she continued, “There used to be 3 saying, If you theirb
0 settle an argument, ask advice at the town of Abel Philist
= one who is peace loving and faithful in Israel. But you of Sau
-=stroying an important town in Israel Why do you Gibeor
0 devour what belongs to the Lorp?” 4TH
“nd Joab replied, “Believe me, I don’t want to devouror tombo
~~) your town! 2'That’s not my purpose. AllTwantisa Benjan
named Sheba son of Bicri from the hill country of
#m, who has revolted against King David. If you hand Battle:
s one man to me, I will leave the town in peace.” 150nce
right,” the woman replied, “we will throw his head when C
e wall to you.” 22Then the woman went to all the peo- became
and they cut off Sheba’s head and dant of

: back from the attack. They all returned to their He had

Abishai
ow Joab was the commander of the army of Israel. Be- Philistir

= son of Jehoiada was captain of the king’s bodyguard. outto bz
“oniram* was in charge

! of the labor force. Jehoshaphat Israel?”
“ Ahilud was the royal historian. 25Sheva was the court TBAft:
ary. Zadok and Abiathar were the priests. 26And Ira,a tines at

Saph, an
=orew So Joab’s men.  20:7b Hebrew the Kerethites and Pelethites; also in 20-23
tin versions; Hebrew reads All the Berites.
~=brewreads Adoram. 21:6 As in Greek version
“name for Merib-baal.  21:8 Asin a few Hebrew
21:16a Or a descendant of the Rapha; also in 2

and Greek manuscripts and §
1:18,20,22.  21:16b Hebrew 3¢
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7 three days, and report back at that time.” 580 Amasa David Avenges the Gibeonites
out to notify Judah, but it took him longer than the 27 There was a famine during David’s reign that lasted
"¢ had been given. for three years, so David asked the Lorp about it. And
-“en David said to Abishai, “Sheba son of Bicri is going  the LoRp said, “The famine has come because Saul and his
-"T us more than Absalom did. Quick, take my troops family are guilty of murdering the Gibeonites.”
~ase after him before he gets into a fortified town  2So the king summoned the Gibeonites. They were not
= we can’t reach him.” part of Israel but were all that was left of the nation of the
Abishai and Joab,* together with the king’s body- Amorites. The people of Israel had sworn not to kill them
=" and all the mighty warriors, set out from Jerusalem but Saul, in his zeal for Israel and Judah, had tried to wipe
“ter Sheba. 8As they arrived at the great stone in Gibe- them out. 3David asked them, “What can I do for you? How
~asa met them. Joab was wearing his military tunic can I make amends so that you wili bless the Lorp’s people
-agger strapped to his belt. As he stepped forward to again?”
“masa, he slipped the dagger from its sheath.* +“Well, money can't settle this matter between us and the
- are you, my cousin?” Joab said and took him by the ~ family of Saul” the Gibeonites replied. “Neither can we de-
¢ with his right hand as though to kiss him. 19Amasa mand the life of anyone in Israel.”
“otice the dagger in his left hand, and Joab stabbed “What can I do then?” David asked. “Just tell me 2nd I will
~ the stomach with it so that his insides gushed out do it for you.”
< ground. Joab did not need to strike again, and Ama- SThen they replied, “It was Saul who planned to des
- died. Joab and his brother Abishai left him lying us, to keep us from having any place at all in the terri
1d continued after Sheba. Israel. 6o let seven of Saul’s sons be handed over to u
~2 of Joab's young men shouted to Amasa’s troops,“If  we will execute them before the Lorp at Gibeon, on
= for Joab and David, come and follow Joab.” 2But mountain of the Lorp.*”
ay in his blood in the middle of the road, and Joab'’s “Allright,” the king said, “Twill do it.” 7The kin g spared Jon-
=« that everyone was stopping to stare at him. So he athan’s son Mephibosheth,* who was Saul’s gran
- “im off the road into a field and threw a cloak over cause of the oath David and Jonathan had sw
Vith Amasa’s body out of the way, everyonewenton Iogp, 8Buthe gave them Saul’s two sons Armon
20 to capture Sheba son of Bicri. osheth, whose mother was Rizpah daughter o
=znwhile, Sheba traveled through all the tribes of Is- gave them the five sons of Saul’s daughter :
"= eventually came to the town of Abel-beth-maacah. Adriel son of Barzillai from Meholah. 9The
miembers of his own clan, the Bicrites,* assernbled ecuted them on the mountain before the Loz
~< and followed him into the town. 5When Joab'’s them died together at the beginning of ¢
zrived, they attacked Abel-beth-maacah. They built 19Then Rizpah daughter of Aiah, th
“Zmp against the town's fortifications and beganbat- men, spread burlap on a rock and s
~own the wall. 15But a wise woman in the town called harvest season. She prevented the
-2b, “Listen to me, Joab. Come over here so I can talk tearing at their bodies during the ¢
7As he approached, the woman asked, “Are YOou  mals from eating them at night. "W

Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, had done
of Jabesh-gilead and refrieved the
“< said, “Listen carefully to your servant.” Jonathan. (When the Philistines had
stening,” he said. than on Mount Gilboa, the people of
=1 she continued, “There used to be a saying, If you ~their bodies from the public square of
s<ttle an argument, ask advice at the town of Abel’ Philistines had hung them.) 1380 David
~< who is peace loving and faithful in Israel. Butyou of Saul and Jonathan, as well as the bone
~oying an important town in Israel.* Why do you Gibeonites had executed.
our what belongs to the Lorp?” “Then the king ordered that they b 1e
- loabreplied, “Believe me, I don’t want to devour or tomb of Kish, Saul’s father, at the town of
>ur town! 2'That’s not my purpose. All I wantisa Benjamin. After that, God ended the £=- t
~ed Sheba son of Bicri from the hill country of
™ who has revolted against King David. If youhand Battles against Philistine Giants
“ne man to me, I will leave the town in peace.” 50nce again the Philistines wer
~27L" the woman replied, “we will throw his head when David and his men were
toyou.” 22Then the woman went to all the peo- became weak and exhausted.
“=r wise advice, and they cut off Sheba’shead and dant of the giants*; his bron
‘t1o]Joab. So he blew the ram’s horn and called his  than seven pounds,* and he v
“=ck from the attack. They all returned to their He had cornered David and +
"2 Joab returned to the king at Jerusalem. Abishai son of Zeruiah came 10 D:
»2b was the commander of the army of Israel. Be- Philistine. Then David’s men
" of Jehoiada was captain of the king’s bodyguard. out to battle with us again! W
“1” was in charge of the labor force. Jehoshaphat ~Israel?”
*ud was the royal historian. 25Sheva was the court '8After this, there was anothe
Z2dok and Abiathar were the priests. 26And Ira,a tines at Gob. As they foug?
“* of Jair, was David's personal priest. Saph, another descendz
“0Joab’smen.  20:7b Hebrew the Kerethites and Pelethites; also in 20:23.  20:8 Hebrew A pped forward, it fell out.  20:14 Asin
ions; Hebrew reads All the Berites. 20:19 Hebrew atown that is a mother in Israel.  20:24 As in Greek version (see also 1 Kgs 4:6;
Adoram.  21:6 As in Greek version (see also 21 :9); Hebrew reads at Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the Lorp.  21:7 Mephibosheth is

erib-baal.  21:8 As ina few Hebrew and Greek manuscripts and Syriac version (se¢ also 1 Sam 18:19); most Hebrew manuscripts read
T a descendant of the Rapha; also in 21:18, 20,22.  21:16b Hebrew 300 shekels (3 .4 kilograrms].

hereplied.

y out the light of

T battle against the Philis-
Sibbecai from Hushah killed
he giants.
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19During another battle at Gob, Elhanan son of Jair* from
Bethlehem killed the brother of Goliath of Gath.* The
handle of his spear was as thick as a weaver’s beam!

20[n another battle with the Philistines at Gath, they en-
countered a huge man with six fingers on each hand and
six toes on each foot, twenty-four in all, who was also a de-
scendant of the giants. 2'But when he defied and taunted
Israel, he was killed by Jonathan, the son of David's brother
Shimea.*

22These four Philistines were descendants of the giants
of Gath, but David and his warriors killed them.

David’s Song of Praise
2 2 David sang this song to the Lorp on the day the Lorp
rescued him from all his enemies and from Saul. 2He
sang:
“The LoRb is my rock, my fortress, and my savior;
3 my God is my rock, in whom I find protection.
He is my shield, the power that saves me,
and my place of safety.
He is my refuge, my savior,
the one who saves me from violence.
4 I called on the Lorp, who is worthy of praise,
and he saved me from my enemies.

5 “The waves of death overwhelmed me;
floods of destruction swept over me.

6 The grave* wrapped its ropes around me;
death laid a trap in my path.

7 But in my distress I cried out to the Lorp;
yes, I cried to my God for help.

He heard me from his sanctuary;,

my cry reached his ears.

8 “Then the earth quaked and trembled.
The foundations of the heavens shook;
they quaked because of his anger.
9 Smoke poured from his nostrils;
fierce flames leaped from his mouth.
Glowing coals blazed forth from him.
10 He opened the heavens and came down;
dark storm clouds were beneath his feet.
11 Mounted on a mighty angelic being,* he flew,
soaring* on the wings of the wind.
12 He shrouded himself in darkness,
veiling his approach with dense rain clouds.
13 A great brightness shone around him,
and burning coals* blazed forth.
14 The Lorp thundered from heaven;
the voice of the Most High resounded.
15 He shot arrows and scattered his enemies;
his lightning flashed, and they were
confused.
16 Then at the command of the Lorp,
at the blast of his breath,
the bottom of the sea could be seen,
and the foundations of the earth were laid bare.

17 “He reached down from heaven and rescued me;
he drew me out of deep waters.
18 He rescued me from my powerful enemies,
from those who hated me and were too strong
for me.

21:19a Asin parallel text at 1 Chr 20:5; Hebrew reads son of Jaare-oregim. ~ 21:19b As in parallel text at 1 Chr 20:5; Hebrew reads killed Goliath of G
21:21 Asin parallel text at 1. Chr 20:7; Hebrew reads Shimei, a variant spelling of Shimea. ~ 22:6 Hebrew Sheol. 22:11aHebrew a cherub. 22:11b &
some Hebrew manuscripts (see also Ps:18:10); other Hebrew manuscripts read appearing.  22:13 Or and lightning bolts. ~ 22:36 As in Dead Sea Scroisi#
also Ps 18:35); Masoretic Text reads your answering. 22:43 Asin Dead Sea Scrolls (see also Ps 18:42); Masoretic Text reads I crushed and trampled the

22:46 As in parallel text at Ps 18:45; Hebrew reads come girding themselves.

19 They attacked me at a moment when I was in distress

but the Lorp supported me.
20 He led me to a place of safety,

he rescued me because he delights in me.
21 The Lorp rewarded me for doing right;

he restored me because of my innocence.
22 For ] have kept the ways of the Lbrp;

I have not turned from my God to follow evil.
23 [ have followed all his regulations;

I have never abandoned his decrees.
24 ] am blameless before God;

I have kept myself from sin.
25 The Lorp rewarded me for doing right.

He has seen my innocence.

26 “To the faithful you show yourself faithful;

to those with integrity you show integrity.
27 To the pure you show yourself pure,

but to the wicked you show yourself hostile.
28 You rescue the humble,

but your eyes watch the proud and humiliate them

29 O Lorp, you are my lamp.
The Lorp lights up my darkness.
30 In your strength I can crush an army;
with my God I can scale any wall.

31 “God’s way is perfect.
All the Lorp's promises prove true.

He is a shield for all who look to him for protecties

32 For who is God except the Lorp?
Who but our God is a solid rock?
33 God is my strong fortress,
and he makes my way perfect.
34 He makes me as surefooted as a deer,
enabling me to stand on mountain heights.
35 He trains my hands for battle;
he strengthens my arm to draw a bronze bow.
36 You have given me your shield of victory;
your help* has made me great.
37 You have made a wide path for my feet
to keep them from slipping.

38 “[ chased my enemies and destroyed them;
1did not stop until they were conquered.
39 T consumed them;
Istruck them down so they did not get up;
they fell beneath my feet.
40 You have armed me with strength for the battle;
you have subdued my enemies under my feet.
41 You placed my foot on their necks.
I'have destroyed all who hated me.
42 They looked for help, but rio one came to their resa
They even cried to the Lorp, but he refused to
answer.
43 ] ground them as fine as the dust of the earth;
I trampled them* in the gutter like dirt.

44 “You gave me victory over my accusers.
You preserved me as the ruler over nations;
people I don’t even know now serve me.
45 Foreign nations cringe before me;
as soon as they hear of me, they submit.
46 They all lose their courage
and come trembling* from their strongholds.

lives! Praise to my Rock!
d, the Rock of my salvation, be exalted!
od who pays back those who harm me:
ngs down the nations under me :
< delivers me from my enemies.
7id me safe beyond the reach of my enemies;
- s2ve me from violent opponents. i
s, 0 LORD,'IWiH praise you among the nations;
* Sing praises to your name.

== great victories to your king;

- show unfailing love to your anointed,

~2vid and all his descendants forever.”

Last Words

' Theseare the last words of David:

~2vid, the son of Jesse, speaks—

=74, the man who was raised up so high,

- (e man anointed by the God of Jacob,
'd, the sweet psalmist of Israel *

~pirit of the Lorp speaks through me;
words are upon my tongue.
-0d of Israel spoke.
"= Rock of Israel said to me;
nie who rules righteously,
"0 rules in the fear of God,
= the light of morning at sunrise,
° 2 morning without clouds,
72 gleaming of the sun
new grass after rain.’

not my family God has chosen?
> he has made an everlasting covenant with me.
e arirllent Is arranged and guaranteed in every
= will ensure my safety and success,
“¢ godless are like thorns to be thrown away,
~ they tear the hand that touches them, '
Tiust use iron tools to chop them down:
"2y will be totally consumed by fire.” ;

W s Mightiest Warriors

‘e plunder!

= In rank was Shammah son of Agee fro

e the Philistines gathered at Lehi agnd atta?k?t;1I iﬁg
=ina field full of lentils. The Israelite army fled,
! »:mmah* helq his ground in the middle of the field
eat back the Philistines. So the Lorp brought abouta 34 Elij

“tory.

ire the names of David's mightiest i
e warriors. The
w3s Aashobeam the Hacmonite,* who was leader of the
j,pe three m1ghtxgst warriors among David’s men.
21 sed his spear tokill 800 enemy warriors in a single

T inrank among the Three was Eleazar so; i
-ndant of Ahqa_h. Once Eleazar and Davié1 Sti)ggigl-’
ainst tt_le Philistines when the entire Israelite army
- '°He Killed Philistines until his hand was too tired
s sword, and the Lorp gave him a great victory that

“< rest of the army did not return until it was time to

Jor
Ah

Eli:

¢ favorite subject of the songs of Israel, or the favorite of the Strong One of Isr

the Ta};kemonite. 23:8b Asin
Siseealso 1 Chrll:ll);themeaningofme Hebrew i i
¢ 23:12Hebrewhe. 23:17 Hebrew Sh el
T :*u;cripts read the Three. <l
126 As in parallel text at 1 Chr 11:27 (see al
“=orewreads Mebunnai. 23:29a As Hebr
“at1 Chr 11:31; Hebrew reads Ittai.

Greek and Latin versions (see also 1 Chr 111
, though it mig
f \ : of these men?
23:19 Asin Syriac version; Hebrew reads the Thre:
y Chr 27:10); Hebrew reads fri
in s;;n; glezrgw manuscripts (see also 1 Ct
12 L : :30a As in some Greek man
Gaash.  23:33 Asin parallel textat 1 Chr 11:34; Hebrew read: ]JI:j{‘:i
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lamp.
up my darkness.
2n crush an army;
an scale any wall.

wt

‘omises prove frue.

r 21l who look to him for
2pt the LORD?

«d is a solid rock?
oriress,

vy way perfect.
refooted as a deer,
stand on mountain heighs

s for battle;

mny arm to draw a bronze bowt
- your shield of victory;

made me great.

wide path for my feet

om slipping.

vies and destroyed them:
ntil they were conquered.

own so they did not get &

ray feet.

~e with strength for the b=
'2d my enemies under my "=
on their necks.

2 21l who hated me.

fine as the dust of the 2=
= in the gutter like &=

ory over my accusers.

me as the ruler over natiams

2yen Know now serve me

ringe before me;

rhear of me, they submst

“courage

1g* from theirs

20:5; Hebrew reads iciieg

T

- Lorb lives! Praise to my Rock!
2y God, the Rock of my salvation, be exalted!
the God who pays back those who harm me;
orings down the nations under me
~d delivers me from my enemies.
“0ld me safe beyond the reach of my enemies;
- save me from violent opponents.
75,0 Loro, I will praise you among the nations;
| sing praises to your name.
= ve great victories to your king;
how unfailing love to your anointed,
Javid and all his descendants forever.”

Last Words
“ese are the last words of David:

~avid, the son of Jesse, speaks—
4, the man who was raised up so high,
“e man anointed by the God of Jacob,
1, the sweet psalmist of Israel.*

oirit of the Lorp speaks through me;
ords are upon my tongue.
2 of Israel spoke.
%ock of Israel said to me:
“= who rules righteously,
“ules in the fear of God,
"¢ light of morning at sunrise,
morning without clouds,
zleaming of the sun
« grass after rain.’

- my family God has chosen?

“= has made an everlasting covenant with me.
=ment is arranged and guaranteed in every
3i]

ensure my safety and success.
zodless are like thorns to be thrown away,
= tear the hand that touches them.
< use iron tools to chop them down;
I be totally consumed by fire.”

ghtiest Warriors

T2 names of David’s mightiest warriors. The

“0beam the Hacmonite,* who was leader of the
inree mightiest warriors among David's men.

< his spear to kill 800 enemy warriors in a single

“znk among the Three was Eleazar son of Dodai,
of Ahoah. Once Eleazar and David stood to-
“ the Philistines when the entire Israelite army
- illed Philistines until his hand was too tired
7d, and the LoRrp gave him a great victory that
27 the army did not return until it was time to
ert
was Shammah son of Agee from Harar.
istines gathered at Lehi and attacked the
d full of lentils. The Israelite army fled,
held his ground in the middle of the field
e Philistines. So the Lorp brought about a
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130nce during the harvest, when David was at the cave of
Adullam, the Philistine army was camped in the valley of
Rephaim. The Three (who were among the Thirty—an elite
group among David's fighting men) went down to meet him
there. “David was staying in the stronghold at the time, and a
Philistine detachment had occupied the town of Bethlehem.

'sDavid remarked longingly to his men, “Oh, how Iwould
love some of that good water from the well by the gate in
Bethlehem.” 1680 the Three broke through the Philistine
lines, drew some water from the well by the gate in Bethle-
hem, and brought it back to David. But he refused to drink it.
Instead, he poured it out as an offering to the Lorp. 17“The
Loro forbid that I should drink this!” he exclaimed. “This
water is as precious as the blood of these men* who risked
their lives to bring it to me.” So David did not drink it. These
are examples of the exploits of the Three.

David’s Thirty Mighty Men
'8Abishai son of Zeruiah, the brother of Joab, was the leader
of the Thirty.* He once used his spear to kill 300 enemy
warrtiors in a single battle. It was by such feats that he be-
came as famous as the Three. 12Abishai was the most fa-
mous of the Thirty* and was their commander, though he
was not one of the Three.

20There was also Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a valiant war-
rior* from Kabzeel. He did many heroic deeds, which in-
cluded killing two champions* of Moab. Another time, on a
snowy day, he chased a lion down into a pit and killed it.
210nce, armed only with a club, he killed a great Egyptian
warrior who was armed with a spear. Benaiah wrenched the
spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him with it.
22Deeds like these made Benaiah as famous as the Three
mightiest warriors. 2He was more honored than the other
members of the Thirty, though he was not one of the Three.
And David made him captain of his bodyguard.

240ther members of the Thirty included:

Asahel, Joab's brother;
Elhanan son of Dodo from Bethlehem;
25 Shammah from Harod;
Elika from Harod;
26 Helez from Pelon*;
Ira son of Ikkesh from Tekoa;
27 Abiezer from Anathoth;
Sibbecai* from Hushah;
28 Zalmon from Ahoah;
Maharai from Netophah;
2 Heled* son of Baanah from Netophah;
Ithai* son of Ribai from Gibeah (in the land of
Benjamin),
30 Benaiah from Pirathon;
Hurai* from Nahale-gaash*;
31 Abi-albon from Arabah;
Azmaveth from Bahurim;
32 Eliahba from Shaalbon;
the sons of Jashen;
Jonathan 33son of Shagee* from Harar;
Ahiam son of Sharar from Harar;
34 Eliphelet son of Ahasbai from Maacah;
Eliam son of Ahithophel from Giloh;

bject of the songs of Israel, or the favorite of the Strong One of Israel.  23:8a Asin parallel textat 1 Chr 11:11; Hebrew reads Josheb-

onite.  23:8b As in Greek and Latin versions (see also 1 Chr 11:11); the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.  23:8c As in some Greek

r 11:11); the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain, though it might be rendered the Three. It was Adino the Eznite who killed 800 men

ewhe.  23:17 Hebrew Shall I drink the blood of these men? ~ 23:18 As in a few Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac version; most

theThree. 23:19 As in Syriac version; Hebrew reads the Three. 23:20a Or son of Jehoiada, son of Ish-hai.  23:20b Hebrew fwo
Itextat 1 Chr 11:27 (see also 1 Chr 27:10); Hebrew reads from Palti.  23:27 As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 1 Chr

nai.  23:29a As in some Hebrew manuscripts (see also 1 Chr 11:30); most Hebrew manuscripts read Heleb.  23:29b Asin

Hebrew reads Iffai.  23:30a As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 1 Chr 11:32); Hebrew reads Hiddai. 23:30b Or from the

s in parallel text at 1 Chr 11:34; Hebrew reads Jonathan, Shammah, some Greek manuscripts read Jonathan son of Shammah.
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35 Hezro from Carmel; you three choices. Choose one of these punishments,

Paarai from Arba; will inflict it on you."”
36 Igal son of Nathan from Zobah; 13S0 Gad came to David and asked him, “Will you
Bani from Gad; three* years of famine throughout your land, three ma

of fleeing from your enemies, or three days of severe pk
throughout your land? Think this over and decide wi
swer I should give the Lorp who seht me.”

14“I'm in a desperate situation!” David replied to &
“But let us fall into the hands of the Lorp, for his men
great. Do not let me fall into human hands.”

37 Zelek from Ammon;

Naharai from Beeroth, Joab’s armor bearer;
38 Tra from Jattir;

Gareb from Jattir;
39 Uriah the Hittite.

1 KinGs

“uthor Uncertain; some have suggested Jeremiah
‘written Uncertain, possibly shortly after King Jehoia
-ontent Effective leadership often has more to do w

There were thirty-seven in all.

David Takes a Census

2 4 Once again the anger of the Lorp burned against Is-
rael, and he caused David to harm them by taking a

census. “Go and count the people of Israel and Judah,” the

Loro told him.

280 the king said to Joab and the commanders* of the
army, “Take a census of all the tribes of Israel—from Dan in
the north to Beersheba in the south—so I may know how
many people there are.”

3But Joab replied to the king, “May the Lorb your God let

1550 the LorD sent a plague upon Israel that morning
it lasted for three days.* A total of 70,000 people &
throughout the nation, from Dan in the north to Beersi
in the south. 6But as the angel was preparing to destros
rusalem, the Lorp relented and said to the death a
“Stop! That is enough!” At that moment the angel of
LoRp was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusi

17When David saw the angel, he said to the Lorp, &
the one who has sinned and done wrong! But these pemi§
are as innocent as sheep—what have they done? Let yoursli
ger fall against me and my family.”

decision by Solomon’s heir, Rehoboam.

Wi 0 His Old Age

that seems to be the case in the book of 1
the Hebrew Bible, covering the period whe
opens with the death of David, followed by
Temple in Jerusalem. The book then record
into northern and southern halves (Israel an

De:

chose to follow a policy of harsh rule, and t
a chronicle of each king who ruled Israel or
depending on his faithfulness to God and tt
between Elijah the prophet and Ahab, king

you live to see a hundred times as many people as there are  pavid Builds an Altar =z Davi ;
now! But why, my lord the king, do you want to do this?”  18That day Gad came to David and said to him, “Go upa nke c%\‘;ziz(rjl (t)l‘;vr: e}% gg%lznfo?igatss;ﬁg‘@? a}?_y yo
“But the king insisted that they take the census, s0 Joab byl an altar to the Lorp on the threshing floor of Ara old him, “Let us find a young vir; r]f to wait 0 you st
and the commapders of the army went out to count the peo- ¢ Jebusite.”  after onu 17 1T, Sha ngr 8l nyou ste
ple of Israel. SFirst they crossed the Jordan and camped at 1950 David went up to do what the LorD had commanil arm” oo ERYRMD AT, B
Aroer, south of the town in the valley, in the direction of 1y, 20When Araunah saw the king and his men coming ey searched throughout the land of Tsrael f ]t(l_e
Gad. Thf:n they went on to Iazer,.ﬁthen to Gilead in the.land ward him, he came and bowed before the king with his#le:~~1 sir], and they found Abishag from Shune o g ﬂ,lll
of Tahtim-hodshi* and to Dan-jaan and around to Sidon. g the ground. 2*“Why have you come, my lord the kinlis or to the king. 4The girl 2 B, -
7Then they came to the fortress of Tyre, and all the towns of  Arzunah asked B sfter the ki o bl AR, z_md e d_1(
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dagl;gsi i‘; Zi E:etlgl;?gaﬁ G S S B perd: and to build an altar to the Loro there, so that he wills ] ;ﬁf
the plague.” w2h Clai :
and twenty days, they returned to Jerusalem. ?joab reported ZBITEEQ it, my lord the king, and use it as you wish,” & that ﬁ?&g’g:\;}g;— ;;oxgoni'ah whose moth e
the number of people to the king. There were 800,000 ca- nah said to David. “Here are oxen for the burnt of fering i began boasting, “I will ma{(e ’m self krln 2 veé w)? :
pable warriors in Israel who could handle a sword, and oy can use the threshing boards and ox yokes for wos =¢ himself with chariots and ch};riote F : c{) &
500,000 in Judah. build a fire on the altar. 231 will give it all to you, Your K fty men to run in front of him st: tfisa?athreer_ B
esty, and may the Lorp your God accept your sacrifice Wi “=vid, had never disciplined him at'any time, even by to-
Judgment for David’s Sin 24But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on bui~= “Why are you doing that?” Adonijah had been boni/ d
10But after he had taken the census, David’s conscience be-  it, for I will not present burnt offerings to the Lorp my “er Absalom, and he was very handsome sii(
gan to bother him. And he said to the Lorp, “I have sinned that have cost me nothing.” So David paid him fifty piece “onijah took Joab son of Zeruiah and Abiathar the fat
greatly by taking this census. Please forgive my guilt, Lorp, silver* for the threshing floor and the oxen. ~to his confidence, and they agreed to help him be- sor‘
for doing this foolish thing.” 25David built an altar there to the Lorp and sacrifi ing. 8But Zadok the priest, Benaiah son ofplehoiada ma
11The next morning the word of the Lorp came to the burnt offerings and peace offerings. And the LorD ~ the prophet, Shimei, Rei, a/nd David’s personal bod: 2 in:
prophet Gad, who was David's seer. This was the message: swered his prayer for the land, and the plague on Israe "=fused to support Adonijah. Y A‘%
12“Go and say to David, ‘This is what the Lorp says: I will give  stopped. ijah went to the Stone of Zoheleth* near the spring Ber
24:2 Asin Greek version (see also 24:4 and 1 Chr 21:2); Hebrew reads joab the commander. ~ 24:6 Greek version reads to Gilead and to Kadesh in "0gi ifi
of t}le P?ittite;. 24:7 Or they went to the Negev z_)f Iud)nlh,e 24:13 As]in Grgleekcvg:sio;(see_also 1 Cr?r EZel: 12); Hebrew readslslivgn, 24:15 Hebrex! Jf jeeirxlﬁzgea?f}?fscgrféctﬁirsslfffé (;i;téi' ghed fa?;r‘led r}e\a
designated time.  24:24 Hebrew 50 shekels of silver, about 20 ounces or 570 grams in weight. “—and all the royal officials of Judah 1°Btslct)r}llse (:iid 1111:)% =
\athan the prophet or Benaiah or the king’s body- Da
or his brother Solomon. 28K
7en Nathan went to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, bac
=ked her, “Haven't you heard that Haggith's son, his
2h, has made himself king, and our lord David doesn’t  frol
now about it? 12If you want to save your own life and and
= of your son Solomon, follow my advice. 13Go at once bef:
"2 David and say to him, ‘My lord the king, didn’t you 3
= vow and say to me, “Your son Solomon will surely be gro
=xt king and will sit on my throne”? Why then has Dav
ah become king?' 4And while you are still talking 3
“im, Iwill come and confirm everything you have said.” thar
. -0 Bathsheba went into the king’s bedroom. (He was carr
t dnow, and Abishag was taking care of him.) 16Bath- Solc
bz bowed down before the king. tor
nat can I do for you?” he asked her. thar

W

the Serpent’s Stone; Greek version supports reading Zoheleth as a proper
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Author Uncertain; some have suggested Jeremiah or a group of prophets

= Written Uncertain, possibly shortly after King Jehoiachin’s release in 562 B.C.

Content Effective leadership often has more to do with character than with accomplishments. At least
that seems to be the case in the book of 1 Kings. The books of 1 and 2 Kings form one book in
the Hebrew Bible, covering the period when kings ruled Israel after David’s reign. First Kings
opens with the death of David, followed by the reign of Solomon and the building of the
Temple in Jerusalem. The book then records Solomon’s death and the division of the kingdom
into northern and southern halves (Israel and Judah). This division resulted from a foolish
decision by Solomon's heir, Rehoboam. Despite wise advice from his older advisers, Rehoboam
chose to follow a policy of harsh rule, and the northern tribes rebelled. First Kings then begins
a chronicle of each king who ruled Israel or Judah, giving him a rating of either good or bad,
depending on his faithfulness to God and the covenant. The book closes with a great conflict
between Elijah the prophet and Ahab, king of Israel.

1in His Old Age

ng David was now very old, and no matter how many
znkets covered him, he could not keep warm. 2So his
s told him, “Let us find a young virgin to wait on you
ok after you, my lord. She will lie in your arms and
Juwarm.”

they searched throughout the land of Israel for a
11 girl, and they found Abishag from Shunem and
her to the king. 4The girl was very beautiful, and she

= after the king and took care of him. But the king had

2zl relations with her.

~.ah Claims the Throne

that time David’s son Adonijah, whose mother was
" began boasting, “I will make myself king.” So he
=d himself with chariots and charioteers and re-
fifty men to run in front of him. éNow his father,
2vid, had never disciplined him at any time, even by
Why are you doing that?” Adonijah had been born
er Absalom, and he was very handsome.
nijah took Joab son of Zeruiah and Abiathar the
~10 his confidence, and they agreed to help him be-
ng. 8But Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of Jehoiada,
* The prophet, Shimei, Rei, and David’s personal body-
=fused to support Adonijah.
“ijah went to the Stone of Zoheleth* near the spring
, where he sacrificed sheep, cattle, and fattened
‘2 invited all his brothers—the other sons of King
all the royal officials of Judah. 1°But he did not
zthan the prophet or Benaiah or the king’s body-
is brother Solomon.
" Nathan went to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother,
=d her, “Haven't you heard that Haggith’s son,
~ hasmade himself king, and our lord David doesn't
about it? 12If you want to save your own life and
* vour son Solomon, follow my advice. 13Go at once
~2vid and say to him, ‘My lord the king, didn't you
“w and say to me, “Your son Solomon will surely be
<ing and will sit on my throne”? Why then has
secome king?' 1And while you are still talking
will come and confirm everything you have said.”
“zthsheba went into the king's bedroom. (He was
~ow, and Abishag was taking care of him.) 6Bath-
=d down before the king.
-zn I do for you?” he asked her.

7She replied, “My lord, you made a vow before the Lorp
your God when you said to me, "Your son Solomon will
surely be the next king and will sit on my throne.’ '8But in-
stead, Adonijah has made himself king, and my lord the king
does not even know about it. 9He has sacrificed many cat-
tle, fattened calves, and sheep, and he has invited all the
king’s sons to attend the celebration. He also invited Abia-
thar the priest and Joab, the commander of the army. But he
did not invite your servant Solomon. 22And now, my lord the
king, all Israel is waiting for you to announce who will be-
come king after you. 2'If you do not act, my son Solomon
and I'will be treated as criminals as soon as my lord the king
has died.”

22While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the
prophet arrived. 22The king’s officials told him, “Nathan the
prophet is here to see you.”

Nathan went in and bowed before the king with his face
to the ground. 24Nathan asked, “My lord the king, have you
decided that Adonijah will be the next king and that he will
sit on your throne? 25Today he has sacrificed many cattle,
fattened calves, and sheep, and he has invited all the king’s
sons to attend the celebration. He also invited the com-
manders of the army and Abiathar the priest. They are feast-
ing and drinking with him and shouting, ‘Long live King
Adonijah!" 26But he did not invite me or Zadok the priest or
Benaiah or your servant Solomon. 27Has my lord the king
really done this without letting any of his officials know who
should be the next king?”

David Makes Solomon King
28King David responded, “Call Bathsheba!” So she came
back in and stood before the king. 22And the king repeated
his vow: “As surely as the Lorb lives, who has rescued me
from every danger, 3%your son Solomon will be the nextking
and will sit on my throne this very day, just as I vowed to you
before the Lorb, the God of Israel.”

31Then Bathsheba bowed down with her face to the
ground before the king and exclaimed, “May my lord King
David live forever!”

32Then King David ordered, “Call Zadok the priest, Na-
than the prophet, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” When they
came into the king's presence, 33the king said to them, “Take
Solomon and my officials down to Gihon Spring. Solomon i
to ride on my own mule. 34There Zadok the p
than the prophet are to anoint him kir

e7pent’s Stone; Greek version supports reading Zoheleth as a proper name.
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ram’s horn and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!' 35Then es-
cort him back here, and he will sit on my throne. He will suc-
ceed me as king, for I have appointed him to be ruler over
Israel and Judah.”

36“Amen!” Benaiah son of Jehoiada replied. “May the
Lorp, the God of my lord the king, decree that it happen.
37And may the Lorp be with Solomon as he has been with
you, my lord the king, and may he make Solomon’s reign
even greater than yours!”

3850 Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, and the king’s bodyguard* took Solomon down to
Gihon Spring, with Solomon riding on King David’s own
mule. 3There Zadok the priest took the flask of olive oil
from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon with the oil.
Then they sounded the ram’s horn and all the people
shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” 42And all the people fol-
lowed Solomon into Jerusalem, playing flutes and shouting
for joy. The celebration was so joyous and noisy that the
earth shook with the sound.

“1Adonijah and his guests heard the celebrating and
shouting just as they were finishing their banquet. When
Joab heard the sound of the ram’s horn, he asked, “What's
going on? Why is the city in such an uproar?”

42And while he was still speaking, Jonathan son of Abia-
thar the priest arrived. “Come in,” Adonijah said to him, “for
you are a good man. You must have good news.”

43"Not at all!” Jonathan replied. “Our lord King David has
just declared Solomon king! 44The king sent him down to
Gihon Spring with Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, protected by the king’s body-
guard. They had him ride on the king’s own mule, 45and Za-
dok and Nathan have anointed him at Gihon Spring as the
new king. They have just returned, and the whole city is cele-
brating and rejoicing. That's what all the noise is about.
46What's more, Solomon is now sitting on the royal throne
as king. 7And all the royal officials have gone to King David
and congratulated him, saying, ‘May your God make Sol-
omon’s fame even greater than your own, and may Sol-
omon’s reign be even greater than yours!’ Then the king
bowed his head in worship as he lay in his bed, “¢and he said,
‘Praise the Lorp, the God of Israel, who today has chosen a
successor to sit on my throne while I am still alive to see it.””

4Then all of Adonijah’s guests jumped up in panic from
the banquet table and quickly scattered. s°Adonijah was
afraid of Solomon, so he rushed to the sacred tent and
grabbed on to the horns of the altar. S'Word soon reached
Solomon that Adonijah had seized the horns of the altar in
fear, and that he was pleading, “Let King Solomon swear to-
day that he will not kill me!”

52Solomon replied, “If he proves himself to be loyal, not a
hair on his head will be touched. But if he makes trouble, he
will die.” 5380 King Solomon summoned Adonijah, and they
brought him down from the altar. He came and bowed re-
spectfully before King Solomon, who dismissed him, saying,
“Go on home.”

David’s Final Instructions to Solomon
As the time of King David’s death approached, he gave
this charge to his son Solomon:

2 am going where everyone on earth must someday go.
Take courage and be a man. 30Observe the requirements of
the Lorp your God, and follow all his ways. Keep the de-
crees, commands, regulations, and laws written in the Law
of Moses so that you will be successful in all you do and

1:38 Hebrew the Kerethites and Pelethites; also in 1:44. ~ 2:5a Or He murdered them during a time of peace as revenge for deaths they had caused
2:5b As in some Greek and Old Latin manuscripts; Hebrew reads with the blood of war.

war.

peace.  2:9 Hebrew how to bring his white head down to Sheol in blood.

i “=te with this request. 24The Lorp has confirmed me and
1 me on the throne of my father, David; he has estab-
= my dynasty as he promised. So as surely as the Lorp
“donijah will die this very day!” 25So King Solomon or-
< Benaiah son of Jehoiada to execute him, and Adonijah
& Zutto death.

“hen the king said to Abiathar the priest, “Go back to
“ome in Anathoth. You deserve to die, but I will not kill

wherever you go. 4If you do this, then the Lorp will keep:
promise he made to me. He told me, ‘If your descenda
live as they should and follow me faithfully with all th
heart and soul, one of them will always sit on the thron
Israel.
5“And there is something else, You know what Joab so
Zeruiah did to me when he murdered my two arm
manders, Abner son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. He
tended that it was an act of war, but it was done in a time “ow, because you carried the Ark of the Sovereign Lorp
peace,* staining his belt and sandals with innocent bloa “=vid my father and you shared all his hardships.” 27So
Do with him what you think best, but don’t let him grow#~on deposed Abiathar from his position as priest of
and go to his grave in peace.* "= _ozD, thereby fulfilling the prophecy the Lorp had
7“Be kind to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead. Make the * 2t Shiloh concerning the descendants of Eli.
permanent guests at your table, for they took care of#® “2ab had not joined Absalom’s earlier rebellion, but he
when I fled from your brother Absalom. ned Adonijah’s rebellion. So when Joab heard about
8“And remember Shimei son of Gera, the man from: “ah's death, he ran to the sacred tent of the Lorp and
hurim in Benjamin. He cursed me with a terrible curse: “=d on to the horns of the altar. 2When this was re-
was fleeing to Mahanaim. When he came down to meet - 1o King Solomon, he sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada to
at the Jordan River, I swore by the Lorp that I would nof —2 him.
him. 9But that oath does not make him innocent. You a “=naiah went to the sacred tent of the Lorp and said to
wise man, and you will know how to arrange a bloody de The king orders you to come out!”
forlgl'}r;t.*"b — e d i Joab answered, “No, I will die here.”
en David died and was buried with his ances Zenaiah re i i
the City of David. ""David had reigned over Israel for f8 zid o e B S W
years, seven of them in Hebron and thirty-three in Jers D0 i3 . S .
lem. 12Solomon became king and sat on the throne of Da =ig 2;gebsuarl;i hxtr?le 1’15;\‘:5 \azﬁliee?ﬁol\féllt{\lérg}iﬁffl}gzgi
his father, and his kingdom was firmly established. =ss murders from me and from my father's family.
LORD \_Nﬂl repay him* for the murders of two men who
“orerighteous and better than he. For my father knew
"2 about the deaths of Abner son of Ner, commander
army of Israel, and of Amasa son of Jether, com-
- of the army of Judah. 33May their blood be on Joab
fi 7= descendants forever, and may the Lorp grant peace
* fo David, his descendants, his dynasty, and his

Solomon Establishes His Rule
30ne day Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, came tof
Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother. “Have you come with pesil
ful intentions?” she asked him. )

“Yes,” he said, “I come in peace. 4In fact, I have a fa
ask of you.”

“What is it?” she asked. k

15He replied, “As you know, the kingdom was right®
mine; all Israel wanted me to be the next king. But the z
were turned, and the kingdom went to my brother ins#
for that is the way the Lorp wanted it. '6So now I have!
one favor to ask of you. Please don’t turn me down.”

“What is it?” she asked.

17He replied, “Speak to King Solomon on my behalf;3
know he will do anything you request. Ask him to &
marry Abishag, the girl from Shunem.”

18“All right,” Bathsheba replied. “I will speak to
foryou.” 3

19§80 Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speaiili.
Adonijah’s behalf. The king rose from his throne to =
her, and he bowed down before her. When he sat dot
his throne again, the king ordered that a throne be bros
for his mother, and she sat at his right hand.

20T have one small request to make of you,” she sa&
hope you won'’t turn me down.”

“What is it, my mother?” he asked. “You know I wo
fuse you.”

21“Then let your brother Adonijah marry Abishag, the
from Shunem,” she replied.

22“How can you possibly ask me to give Abisha
Adonijah?” King Solomon demanded. “You might a!
ask me to give him the kingdom! You know that he &
older brother, and that he has Abiathar the priest ané
son of Zeruiah on his side.”

Then King Solomon made a vow before the Lora:
God strike me and even kill me if Adonijah has not

Benaiah son of Jehoiada returned to the sacred tent
=dJoab, and he was buried at his home in the wilder-
“Then the king appointed Benaiah to command the

7 place of Joab, and he installed Zadok the priest to

"z place of Abiathar.

*2 king then sent for Shimei and told him, “Build a
W= here in Jerusalem and live there, But don’t step out-
e ity to go anywhere else. 370n the day you so much

=5 the Kidron Valley, you will surely die; and your

71l be on your own head.” |

e replied, “Your sentence is fair; I will do what-

ord the king commands.” So Shimei lived in Jerusa-
“ 2 long time.
hree years later two of Shimei’s slaves ran awayto -
hish son of Maacah of Gath. When Shimei learned
-1ey were, “he saddled his donkey and went to Gath
-1 for them. When he found them, he brought them °

lerusalem. 1

omon heard that Shimei had left Jerusalem and had !

-athand returned. 4250 the king sent for Shimeiand

“2d, “Didn’t  make you swear by the Lorp and warn

10 g0 anywhere else or you would surely die? And
fl = ed, ‘The sentence is fair; I will do as you say.’43Then

wjt you kept your oath to the Lorp and obeyed my

= king also said to Shimei, “You certainly remember

‘ icked things you did to my father, David. May the

i 70w bring that evil on your own head. 4sBut may I,
Jmon, receive the Lorp's blessings, and may one of

".7 descendants always sit on this throne in the pres-

v will return his blood on his own head.
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ngdom! You knowj‘* ™
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‘e with this request. 24The Lorp has confirmed me and
2 me on the throne of my father, David; he has estab-
- my dynasty as he promised. So as surely as the Lorp
“donijah will die this very day!” 25So King Solomon or-
- Benaiah son of Jehoiada to execute him, and Adonijah
Jto death.

“en the king said to Abiathar the priest, “Go back to

“ome in Anathoth. You deserve to die, but Iwill not kill

¥, because you carried the Ark of the Sovereign Lorp

=d my father and you shared all his hardships.” 27So
7on deposed Abiathar from his position as priest of

2D, thereby fulfilling the prophecy the Lorp had
: Shiloh concerning the descendants of Eli.
:b had not joined Absalom’s earlier rebellion, but he
ned Adonijah'’s rebellion. So when Joab heard about
"'s death, he ran to the sacred tent of the Lorp and
2 on to the horns of the altar. 2When this was re-
‘0 King Solomon, he sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada to
= him.
72iah went to the sacred tent of the Lorp and said to
ne king orders you to come out!”
22b answered, “No, I will die here.”
naiah returned to the king and told him what Joab

as he said,” the king replied. “Kill him there beside

- and bury him. This will remove the guilt of Joab’s
s murders from me and from my father’s family.

=0 will repay him* for the murders of two men who

~erighteous and better than he. For my father knew

zbout the deaths of Abner son of Ner, commander

-my of Israel, and of Amasa son of Jether, com-

2T the army of Judah. 33May their blood be on Joab

“=scendants forever, and may the Lorb grant peace
0 David, his descendants, his dynasty, and his

=naiah son of Jehoiada returned to the sacred tent
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“en the king appointed Benaiah to command the
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~'ace of Abiathar.
<ng then sent for Shimei and told him, “Build a
= in Jerusalem and live there. But don't step out-
“v to go anywhere else. 370n the day you so much
“e Kidron Valley, you will surely die; and your
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= replied, “Your sentence is fair; I will do what-
~d the king commands.” So Shimei lived in Jerusa-
ng time.
“~ee years later two of Shimei’s slaves ran away to
= son of Maacah of Gath. When Shimei learned
vere, “%he saddled his donkey and went to Gath
- them. When he found them, he brought them
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Didn't I make you swear by the Lorp and warn
) anywhere else or you would surely die? And
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ence of the Lorp.” 46Then, at the king’s command, Benaiah
son of Jehoiada took Shimei outside and killed him.
So the kingdom was now firmly in Solomon’s grip.

Solomon Asks for Wisdom
3 Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh, the king of
Egypt, and married one of his daughters. He brought
her to live in the City of David until he could finish building
his palace and the Temple of the Lorp and the wall around
the city. 2At that time the people of Israel sacrificed their
offerings at local places of worship, for a temple honoring
the name of the Lorp had not yet been built.
3Solomon loved the Lorp and followed all the decrees
of his father, David, except that Solomon, too, offered sacri-
fices and burned incense at the local places of worship. 4The
mostimportant of these places of worship was at Gibeon, so
the king went there and sacrificed 1,000 burnt offerings.
SThat night the Lorp appeared to Solomon in a dream, and
God said, “What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!”
6Solomon replied, “You showed faithful love to your ser-
vant my father, David, because he was honest and true and
faithful to you. And you have continued your faithful love to
him today by giving him a son to sit on his throne.
7“Now, O Lorp my God, you have made me king instead
of my father, David, but I am like a little child who doesn't
know his way around. 8And here I am in the midst of your
own chosen people, a nation so great and numerous they
cannot be counted! °Give me an understanding heart so that
I can govern your people well and know the difference be-
tween right and wrong. For who by himself is able to govern
this great people of yours?” 5
10The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wis-
dom. "'So God replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom
in governing my people with justice and have not asked for a
longlife or wealth or the death of your enemies—12I will give
you what you asked for! I will give you a wise and under-
standing heart such as no one else has had or ever will have!
3And I will also give you what you did not ask for—riches
and fame! No other king in all the world will be compared to
you for the rest of your life! 14And if you follow me and obey
my decrees and my commands as your father, David, did, I
will give you a long life.”
15Then Solomon woke up and realized it had been a
dream. He returned to Jerusalem and stood before the Ark
of the Lord’s Covenant, where he sacrificed burnt offerings
and peace offerings. Then he invited all his officials to a
great banquet.

Solomon judges Wisely
16Some time later two prostitutes came to the king to have
an argument settled. 7“Please, my lord,” one of them began,
“this woman and I live in the same house. I gave birth to a
baby while she was with me in the house. 18Three days later
this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there were only
two of us in the house.

19“But her baby died during the night when she rolled
over on it. 20Then she got up in the night and took my son
from beside me while I was asleep. She laid her dead child in
my arms and took mine to sleep beside her. 2'And in the
morning when I tried to nurse my son, he was dead! But
when I'looked more closely in the morning light, I saw that it
wasn't my son at all.”

22Then the other woman interrupted, “It certainly was
your son, and the living child is mine.”

“No,” the first woman said, “the living child is mine, and

I
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the dead one is yours.” And so they argued back and forth
before the king.

23Then the king said, “Let’s get the facts straight. Both of
you claim the living child is yours, and each says that the
dead one belongs to the other. 24All right, bring me a sword.”
So a sword was brought to the king.

25Then he said, “Cut the living child in two, and give half
to one woman and half to the other!”

26Then the woman who was the real mother of the living
child, and who loved him very much, cried out, “Oh no, my
lord! Give her the child—please do not kill him!”

But the other woman said, “All right, he will be neither
yours nor mine; divide him between us!”

27Then the king said, “Do not kill the child, but give him to
the woman who wants him to live, for she is his mother!”

28When all Israel heard the king’s decision, the people
were in awe of the king, for they saw the wisdom God had
given him for rendering justice.

Solomon’s Officials and Governors
King Solomon now ruled over all Israel, 2and these were
his high officials:

Azariah son of Zadok was the priest.
3 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, were court
secretaries.
Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was the royal historian.
4 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was commander of the army.
Zadok and Abiathar were priests.
5 Azariah son of Nathan was in charge of the district
governors.
Zabud son of Nathan, a priest, was a trusted adviser to
the king.
6 Ahishar was manager of the palace property.
Adoniram son of Abda was in charge of the labor force.

7Solomon also had twelve district governors who were
over all Israel. They were responsible for providing food for
the king's household. Each of them arranged provisions for
one month of the year. 8These are the names of the twelve
governors:

Ben-hur, in the hill country of Ephraim.
9 Ben-deker, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth-shemesh, and
Elon-bethhanan.

10 Ben-hesed, in Arubboth, including Socoh and all the
land of Hepher.

11 Ben-abinadab, in all of Naphoth-dor.* (He was married
to Taphath, one of Solomon’s daughters.)

12 Baana son of Ahilud, in Taanach and Megiddo, all of
Beth-shan* near Zarethan below Jezreel, and all the
territory from Beth-shan to Abel-meholah and over
to Jokmeam.

13 Ben-geber, in Ramoth-gilead, including the Towns of
Jair (named for Jair of the tribe of Manasseh*) in
Gilead, and in the Argob region of Bashan, including
sixty large fortified towns with bronze bars on their
gates.

14 Ahinadab son of Iddo, in Mahanaim.

15 Ahimaaz, in Naphtali. (He was married to Basemath,
another of Solomon'’s daughters.)

16 Baana son of Hushai, in Asher and in Aloth.

17 Jehoshaphat son of Paruah, in Issachar.

4:11 Hebrew Naphath-dor, a variant spelling of Naphoth-dor. ~ 4:12 Hebrew Beth-shean, a variant spelling of Beth-shan; alsoin 4:12b.  4:13 Hebraw &
4:19a Greek version reads of Gad; compare 4:13. &

Judah. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 4:21a Verses 4:21-34 are numbered 5:1-14 in Hebrew text. 4:21b Hebrew the river; also in 4:3& &
4:22 Hebrew 30 cors 5.5 kiloliters] of choice flour and 60 cors [11 kiloliters] of meal.

Jair son of Manasseh, compare 1 Chr 2:22.

its own grapevine and under its own fig tree.
charioteers. 5:1 Verses 5:1-18 are numbered 5:15-32 in Hebrew text.

18 Shimei son of Ela, in Benjamin. 2L urTson, ;Nhom Twill place on your throne, will 7]
19 Geber son of Uri, in the land of Gilead,* including the: sy fr femp elto honor my name. finis
territories of King Sihon of the Amorites and Kingll - elore, please command that cedars from orar

of Bashan. =0T =§e cut for me. Let my men work alongside 8]
There was also one governor over the land of Judah® znd I will pay your men whatever wages youask. o th

3 g xnow, the;e 1S no one among us who can cut secol

Solomon’s Prosperity and Wisdom ke you Sidonians! ond
ture,

20The people of Judah and Israel were as numerous a8
sand on the seashore. They were very contented, withp
to eat and drink. 21*Solomon ruled over all the kingds
from the Euphrates River* in the north to the land of

en Hira_m received Solomon’s message, he was very
f and said, “Praise the Lorp today for giving David a plan]
© 10 be king of the great nation of Israel.” 8Then he Uree
s reply to Solomon; eedal

Philistines and the border of Egypt in the south. The &l - i 1]
quered peoples of those lands sent tribute money tg ,Zcelved your message, and I will supplyallthe ~ cerni
omon and continued to serve him throughout his lifes = * lcyplgess timber you need. My servantswill  crees
22The daily food requirements for Solomon’s palacensié :raggjnrsom*theé/ebanon mountains to the fulfill
150 bushels of choice flour and 300 bushels of o i €a ta“ make them into rafts and float 13 wj
50 10 oxen from the fattening pens, 20 pasturelf "~ \\%Il be co]?shto Wwhatever place you choose. peopl
cattle, 100 sheep or goats, as well as deer, gazelles, roe@ ‘ :\' Yo reak the rafts apart $0 you can carry the
and choice poultry.* ‘ - Seg c]fir},pav meby supplyingmewithfood  The 1
248plomon’s dominion extended over all the kingas : 010, 1480 S

west of the Euphrates River, from Tiphsah to Gaza
there was peace on all his borders. 25During the lifeti
Solomon, all of Judah and Israel lived in peace and &
And from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south!
family had its own home and garden.*

26Solomon had 4,000* stalls for his chariot horses
he had 12,000 horses.* ‘

27The district governors faithfully provided fooS#
King Solomon and his court; each made sure nothi
lacking during the month assigned to him. 26They
brought the necessary barley and straw for the royal
in the stables.

2God gave Solomon very great wisdom and
standing, and knowledge as vast as the sands of the
shore. 30In fact, his wisdom exceeded that of all the!
men of the East and the wise men of Egypt. 3'He was®
than anyone else, including Ethan the Ezrahite and

~iiram supplied as much cedar and cypress timber Side, f
“emon desired. M'In return, Solomon sent him an an- €led tl
“=ment of 100,000 bushels* of wheat for his house- CYPre:
"< 110,000 gallons* of pure olive oil. 12So the Lorp ary—tl
“2om to Solomon, just as he had promised. And Hi- 30 fee
>alo.mon made a formal alliance of peace. ing. 17
"=n King Solomon conscripted a labor force of Place,
men from all Israel. 4He sent them to Lebanon in €red tt
7,000 every month, so that each man would be one  Was de
" Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram  '*H
* charge of this labor force. 5Solomon also had Templ
-ommon laborers, 80,000 quarry workers in the Placed
iy, '5and 3,600* foremen to supervise the work. Wide, :
= King’s command, they quarried large blocks of gold.F
-211ty stone and shaped them to make the founda- ©OMON
e Temple. *8Men from the city of Gebal helped £0ld,
"'s and Hiram'’s builders prepare the timber and the Mo

of Mahol—Heman, Calcol, and Darda. His fame spil * the Temple. Temple
throughout all the surrounding nations. 32He com Most H
some 3,000 proverbs and wrote 1,005 songs. 33He cl#“™on Builds the Temple 23He

In midspring, in the month of Ziv,* during the 15 feet
year of Solomon’s reign, that he began to con- Wingsp:
= Temple of the Lorp. This was 480 years after the being 7
- Israel were rescued from their slavery in the land Shape a
b side by
femple that King Solomon built for the Lorp was SPread
ong, 30 feet wide, and 45 feet high.* 5The entry Wings tc
‘he front of the Temple was 30 feet* wide, running two che
“< entire width of the Temple. It projected outward ~ 2°He
rom the f_ront of the Temple. “Solomon also made  the mail
“=cessed windows throughout the Temple. open flc
>uilt a complex of rooms against the outer walls of gold.
~ole, all the way around the sides and rear of the  *'For
= “The complex was three stories high, the bottom  ble door
=ng 7% feet wide, the second floor 9 feet wide, and 32These.
~ioor 10% feet wide.* The rooms were connected to ubim, ot
s of the Temple by beams resting on ledges built out the deco
= wall. So the beams were not inserted into the walls  with golc
33The

%2 sea. 5:11aHebrew 20,000 cors [3,640 kiloliters 5 i
oW ?ead§ 20 cors, about 800 gallons or 3.6 kiloliters in vglunfe..1 ! gélsélisc‘ 1rne gl;r:«
v It was in the month of Ziv, which is the second month. This month of the ancient
5:2 Hebrew 60 cubits [27.6 meters) long, 20 cubits (9.2 meters) wide, and 30 cu
~20. 6:3b Hebrew 10 cubits[4.6 metersl.  6:6 Hebrew the boﬂmﬁam being
« 72 top floor 7cubits (3.2 meterslwide. 6:8 Asin Greek version; Hebrew reads m

speak with authority about all kinds of plants, from the
cedar of Lebanon to the tiny hyssop that grows from@
in a wall. He could also speak about animals, birds, 8
creatures, and fish. 34And kings from every nation sen
ambassadors to listen to the wisdom of Solomon.

Preparations for Building the Temple
1*King Hiram of Tyre had always been a loyal
David. When Hiram learned that David’s son Soim

was the new king of Israel, he sent ambassadors to conga’

late him.
2Then Solomon sent this message back to Hiram:

3“You know that my father, David, was not able to
build a Temple to honor the name of the Lorp his
God because of the many wars waged against him &
surrounding nations. He could not build unti! the &
gave him victory over all his enemies. 4But now the:
my God has given me peace on every side; I have ne
enemies, and all is well. 5So I am planning to buildz &
Temple to honor the name of the Lorp my God, jusaili
he had instructed my father, David. For the Lorp st

4:19b As in some Greek manuscripts; Hebrew lacksar

: ) et S.4metersl.  6:20 Or overlaid the altar with ced. i
aira C " 4:23Orand {‘uttz?ned geese. 4:25 Hebrew efzch  family lives . ¥ suncertain.  6:23a Or pine; Hebrew read: _cle ﬂr’. The mea.mng O the Hebre} :‘
:26a As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 2 Chr 9:25); Hebrew reads 40,000. 4:26b Or 12,008 metersl.  6:31 The meaniné of the Hi ba sou0ee asoin6:31,33. 6:230H
. 6 e Hebrew is uncertain.
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; . "Your son, whom I will place on your throne, will ’The stones used in the construction of the Temple were
m. . : 2 the Temple to honor my name.’ finished at the quarry, so there was no sound of hammer, ax,
of Gilead,* including (e Therefore, please command that cedars from or any other iron tool at the building site.
of the Amorites and King! “znon be cut for me. Let my men work alongside 8The entrance to the bottom floor* was on the south side
e £ Tudan i and I'will pay your men whatever wages youask.  of the Temple. There were winding stairs going up to the
-over the land of Ju ‘ 2u know, there is no one among us who can cut second floor, and another flight of stairs between the sec-
- ~ moerlike you Sidonians!” ond and third floors. 2After completing the Temple struc-
ol vere os umerous M <1 Hiram receivd Solomon' message, e was very. it SR B T SO TGS ) PR DO 206
= very contented, withp P d and said, “Prase the Lorp oday for givi’r}g Davide Fhree sides of the b)\llilding,, attached to thepTemple walls by
;ieio?}c,;rtzuﬂt\}eli; 2 — rt:ptl); tkol gﬁlgfntf,'ﬁ.gmt nation of Israel.” SThen he - co gar timbers. Fach story of the complex was 7 feet* high.

11Then the Lorp gave this message to Solomon: 2“Con-
=vereceived your message, and I will supply alithe  cerning this Temple you are building, if you keep all my de-
< and cypress timber you need. My servants will crees and regulations and obey all my commands, I will

=gypt in the south. The S
s sent tribute money oM
im throughout his life

: "2 the logs from the Lebanon mountains to the fulfill through you the promise I made to your father, David.
its for Solomon’s pa ' ~erranean Sea* and make them into rafts and float 13 will live among the Israelites and will never abandon my
and 300 bushels 0 weT zlong the coast to whatever place you choose. people Israel.”

ening pens, 20 pastu=H

11 2s deer, gazelles, roe = we will break the rafts apart so you can carry the
ell as : ¥

zway. You can pay me by supplying me with food The Temple’s Interior
v household.” 1480 Solomon finished building the Temple. 15The entire in-
Hiram supplied as much cedar and cypress timber Side, from floor to ceiling, was paneled with wood. He pan-
—on desired. MIn return, Solomon sent him an an- €led the walls and ceilings with cedar, and he used planks of
ment of 100,000 bushels* of wheat for his house-  <YPress for the floors. '¢He partitioned off an inner sanctu-
"2 110,000 gallons* of pure olive oil. 1250 the LorD ary—the Most Holy Place—at the far end of the Temple. It was
W wsdom to Solomon, just as he had promised. And Hi- 30 feet deep and was paneled with cedar from floor to ceil-
i = Solomon made a formal alliance of peace. ing. 7The main room of the Temple, outside the Most Holy
=n King Solomon conscripted a labor force of Place, was 60 feet* long. '8Cedar paneling completely cov-
n en from all Israel. 4He sent them to Lebanon in ©red thestone walls throughout the Temple, and the paneling
! 1,000 every month, so that each man would be one WS decorated with carvings of gourds and open flowers.
7 Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram  '°He prepared the inner sanctuary at the far end of the
-harge of this labor force. 15Solomon also had Temple, where the Ark of the Lorp’s Covenant would be
-ommon laborers, 80,000 quarry workers in the Placed. ZThis inner sanctuary was 30 feet long, 30 feet
~try, 16and 3,600* foremen to supervise the work. Wide, and 30 feet high. He overlaid the inside with solid
king's command, they quarried large blocks of 80ld. Healso overlaid the altar made of cedar.* 2'Then Sol-
:lity stone and shaped them to make the founda- ©mon overlaid the rest of the Temple’s interior with solid
~2 Temple. '8Men from the city of Gebal helped g0ld, and he made gold chains to protect the entrance* to
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fte 1005 éongs —— #men Builds the Temple 23He made two cherubim of wild olive* wood, each

= in midspring, in the month of Ziv* during the 15 feet* tall,and placed them in the inner sanctuary. 24The
A year of Solomon’s reign, that he began to con- Wingspan of each of the cherubim was 15 feet, each wing
= Temple of the Lorp. This was 480 years after the being 7% feet* long. 25The two cherubim were identical in
M o7 Tstael were rescued from their slavery in the land  Shape and size; 26each was 15 feet tall. 27He placed them
3 side by side in the inner sanctuary of the Temple. Their out-
| “=mple that King Solomon built for the Lorp was SPread wings reached from wall to wall, while their inner
Iy ng, 30 feet wide, and 45 feet high.* 3The entry wings touched at the center of the room. 28He overlaid the
i 2 front of the Temple was 30 feet* wide, running tWO cherubim with gold.
= entire width of the Temple. It projected outward ~ 2°He decorated all the walls of the inner sanctuary and
-om the front of the Temple. 4Solomon also made the main room with carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and
-essed windows throughout the Temple. open flowers. 30He overlaid the floor in both rooms with
* a complex of rooms against the outer walls of 80ld.
~2, all the way around the sides and rear of the 31For the entrance to the inner sanctuary, he made dou-
The complex was three stories high, the bottom ble doors of wild olive wood with five-sided doorposts.*
"z 7% feet wide, the second floor 9 feet wide,and 32?These double doors were decorated with carvings of cher-
o7 10%: feet wide.* The rooms were connected to  ubim, palm trees, and open flowers. The doors, including
“the Temple by beams resting on ledges built out the decorations of cherubim and palm trees, were overlaid
=1l So the beams were not inserted into the walls - with gold.
33Then he made four-sided doorposts of wild olive wood

a. 5:11a Hebrew 20,000 cors (3,640 kiloliters). ~ 5:11b As in Greek version, which reads 20,000 baths [420 kiloliters] (see also 2 Chr
20 cors, about 800 gallons or 3.6 kiloliters in volume.  5:16 Asin some Greek manuscripts (see also 2 Chr 2:2, 18); Hebrew reads 3,300.
n the month of Ziv, which is the second month. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of April
Hebrew 60 cubits [27.6 meters) long, 20 cubits (9.2 meters) wide, and 30 cubits[13.8 meters) high. 6:3a Hebrew 20 cubits [9.2 meters};

6:3b Hebrew 10 cubits (4.6 meters].  6:6 Hebrew the bottom floor being 5 cubits (2.3 meters) wide, the second floor 6 cubits (2.8 meters]
o floor 7 cubits [3.2 meters] wide.  6:8 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads middle floor. 6:10 Hebrew 5 cubits(2.3 meters). 6:17 Hebrew
tsl.  6:20 Or overlaid the altar with cedar. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. ~ 6:21 Or to draw curtains across. Tt of
@ain.  6:23a Or pine; Hebrew reads oil tree; alsoin 6:31,33.  6:23b Hebrew 10 cubits [4.6 meters];also in 6:24,25.  6:24
6:31 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.
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for the entrance to the Temple. 34There were two folding
doors of cypress wood, and each door was hinged to fold
back upon itself. 35These doors were decorated with carv-
ings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers—all overlaid
evenly with gold.

36The walls of the inner courtyard were built so that there
was one layer of cedar beams between every three layers of
finished stone.

37The foundation of the Lorp’s Temple was laid in
midspring, in the month of Ziv,* during the fourth year of
Solomon’s reign. 38The entire building was completed in
every detail by midautumn, in the month of Bul,* during the
eleventh year of his reign. So it took seven years to build the
Temple.

Solomon Builds His Palace
Solomon also built a palace for himself, and it took him
thirteen years to complete the construction.

20ne of Solomon’s buildings was called the Palace of the
Forest of Lebanon. It was 150 feet long, 75 feet wide, and
45 feet high.* There were four rows of cedar pillars, and
great cedar beams rested on the pillars. 3The hall had a ce-
dar roof. Above the beams on the pillars were forty-five side
rooms,* arranged in three tiers of fifteen each. “On each
end of the long hall were three rows of windows facing each
other. 5All the doorways and doorposts* had rectangular
frames and were arranged in sets of three, facing each
other.

6Solomon also built the Hall of Pillars, which was 75 feet
long and 45 feet wide.* There was a porch in front, along
with a canopy supported by pillars.

7Solomon also built the throne room, known as the Hall
of Justice, where he sat to hear legal matters. It was paneled
with cedar from floor to ceiling.* 8Solomon’s living quarters
surrounded a courtyard behind this hall, and they were con-
structed the same way. He also built similar living quarters
for Pharaoh’s daughter, whom he had married.

9From foundation to eaves, all these buildings were built
from huge blocks of high-quality stone, cut with saws and
trimmed to exact measure on all sides. 19Some of the huge
foundation stones were 15 feet long, and some were
12 feet* long. "'The blocks of high-quality stone used in the
walls were also cut to measure, and cedar beams were also
used. 12The walls of the great courtyard were built so that
there was one layer of cedar beams between every three lay-
ers of finished stone, just like the walls of the inner court-
yard of the Lorp’s Temple with its entry room.

Furnishings for the Temple
13King Solomon then asked for a man named Huram* to
come from Tyre. 14He was half Israelite, since his mother
was a widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father had
been a craftsman in bronze from Tyre. Huram was ex-
tremely skillful and talented in any work in bronze, and he
came to do all the metal work for King Solomon.

1SHuram cast two bronze pillars, each 27 feet tall and
18 feet in circumference.* 16For the tops of the pillars he

6:37 Hebrew was laid in the month of Ziv. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of April and May.

cast bronze capitals, each 7Y: feet* tall. 7Each capitaid
decorated with seven sets of latticework and interva
chains. 18He also encircled the latticework with two ros
pomegranates to decorate the capitals over the pillars.
capitals on the columns inside the entry room were sha
like water lilies, and they were six feet* tall. 20The ca
on the two pillars had 200 pomegranates in twos
around them, beside the rounded surface next to the lafill
work. 2'Huram set the pillars at the entrance of the Tes
one toward the south and one toward the north. He n2
the one on the south Jakin, and the one on the north B
22The capitals on the pillars were shaped like water B
And so the work on the pillars was finished. 8
2Then Huram cast a great round basin, 15 feet a8
from rim to rim, called the Sea. It was 7' feet deepi
about 45 feet in circumference.* 241t was encircled jus
low its rim by two rows of decorative gourds. There
about six gourds per foot* all the way around, and theys
cast as part of the basin.
25The Sea was placed on a base of twelve bronze o
all facing outward. Three faced north, three faced ™
three faced south, and three faced east, and the Sea re
on them. 26The walls of the Sea were about three i
thick, and its rim flared out like a cup and resembled a%
lily blossom. It could hold about 11,000 gallons* of was
27Huram also made ten bronze water carts, each 6
long, 6 feet wide, and 4'% feet tall.* 28They were constra
with side panels braced with crossbars. 22Both the pas
and the crossbars were decorated with carved lions, o
and cherubim. Above and below the lions and oxen
wreath decorations. 3°Each of these carts had four ba
wheels and bronze axles. There were supporting pos&
the bronze basins at the corners of the carts; these sup
were decorated on each side with carvings of wreaths. *1
top of each cart had a rounded frame for the basin. It g
jected 1% feet* above the cart’s top like a round peds
and its opening was 2% feet* across; it was decorated o
outside with carvings of wreaths. The panels of the @
were square, not round. 32Under the panels were
wheels that were connected to axles that had been @
one unit with the cart. The wheels were 2% feet in diam
33and were similar to chariot wheels. The axles,
rims, and hubs were all cast from molten bronze.
34There were handles at each of the four corners &
carts, and these, too, were cast as one unit with the
35Around the top of each cart was a rim nine inches
The corner supports and side panels were cast as one
with the cart. 36Carvings of cherubim, lions, and paim®
decorated the panels and corner supports wherever
wasroom, and there were wreaths all around. 37All ten®
carts were the same size and were made alike, for each
cast from the same mold.
38Huram also made ten smaller bronze basins,
each cart. Each basin was six feet across and cof
220 gallons* of water: 3°He set five water carts on
side of the Temple and five on the north side. 3
bronze basin called the Sea was placed near the soull

s

6:38 Hebrew by the month of Bul, which is the eighth month. This month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of Oca

and November.

(23 meters] long and 30 cubits [13.8 meters) wide.
(4.6 meters]... 8 cubits [3.7 meters).

7:15 Hebrew 18 cubits (8.3 meters) tall and 12 cubits (5.5 meters] in circumference.
7:21 Jakin probably means “he establishes”; Boaz probably means “in him is strength.”
7:240r 20 gourds per meter; Hebrew reads 10 per cubit.
7:26a Hebrew a handbreadth (8 centimeters).
4 cubits (1.8 meters) long, 4 cubits wide, and 3 cubits (1.4 metersl high.  7:31a Hebrew a cubit (46 centimeters).
7:38 Hebrew 40 baths [840 liters).

alsoin7:38.
(2.3 meters] deep and 30 cubits [13.8 meters)in circumference.
2 Kgs 16:17, which specifies bronze oxen.

alsoin7:32.  7:35 Hebrew half a cubit wide (23 centimeters].

7:7 Asin Syriac version and Latin Vulgate; Hebrew reads from floor to floor.
7:13 Hebrew Hiram (also in 7:40, 45); compare 2 Chr 2:13. This is not the same person mentioned in 5:1.

7:2 Hebrew 100 cubits [46 meters) long, 50 cubits (23 meters] wide, and 30 cubits [13.5 metersl high:  7:3 Or 45rafters, or 45be
or 45pillars. The architectural details in 7:2-6 can be interpreted in many different ways.

7:6 Hebrew 50 cubits
7:10 Hebrew 10 cuil

7:5 Greek version reads windows.

7:16 Hebrew 5cubits[2.3 meters]. ~7:19 Hebrew 4 cubits (1.8 m
7:23 Hebrew 10 cubits [4.6 meters] acro.

7:25 Hebrew 120:

7:26b Hebrew 2,000 baths (42 kiloliters]. 7:27 Hebras
7:31b Hebrew 1} cubits [69 cents

‘e Temple. “He also made the necessary wash-
wels, and bowls.

Huram completed everything King Solomon
=d him to make for the Temple of the Lorp:

lars;
+2 bowl-shaped capitals on top of the pillars;
> networks of interwoven chains that decorated
“apitals;
J pomegranates that hung from the chains on the
~12ls (two rows of pomegranates for each of the
n ?et\;/orks that decorated the capitals on top of
oillars);
vater carts holding the ten basins;
2 and the twelve oxen under it;
7 buckets, the shovels, and the bowls.

* made all these things of burnished bronze for the

of the Loro, just as King Solomon had directed.
72 had them cast in clay molds in the Jordan Valley
* Succoth and Zarethan. 47Solomon did not weigh all

"gs because there were so many; the weight of the
-ould not be measured.

mon also made all the furnishings of the Temple of

mld altar;

z0ld table for the Bread of the Presence;
=mpstands of solid gold, five on the south and five
* the north, in front of the Most Holy Place;

Jwer decorations, lamps, and tongs—all of gold;
Tzl bowls, lamp snuffers, bowls, dishes, and
-ense burners—all of solid gold;
0TS lfor the entrances to the Most Holy Place and
= main room of the Temple, with their fronts
=rlaid with gold.

“ing Solomon finished all his work on the Temple of

= Then he brought all the gifts his father, David, had
=d—thessilver, the gold, and the various articles—and
2 them in the treasuries of the Lorp’s Temple.

P Brought to the Temple

mon then summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Is-
and all the heads of the tribes—the leaders of the

"= families of the Israelites. They were to bring the

“2 Lorp's Covenant to the Temple from its location
°v of David, also known as Zion. 2So all the men of Is-
ibled before King Solomon at the annual Festival
=S which is held in early autumn in the month of

= all the elders of Israel arrived, the priests picked
% “The priests and Levites brought up the Ark of
© zlong with the special tent* and all the sacred
:* had been in it. SThere, before the Ark, King Solo-
- [he entire community of Israel sacrificed so many
215, and cattle that no one could keep count!
* he priests carried the Ark of the Lorn’s Covenant
nner sanctuary of the Temple—the Most Holy
"< placed it beneath the wings of the cherubim,
7ubim spread their wings over the Ark, forming a
7er the Ark and its carrying poles. 8These poles
-ng that their ends could be seen from the Tem-
= room—the Holy Place—but not from the outside.
1ill there to this day. ®Nothing was in the Ark ex-
"0 stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at
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o :'@ festivalin the mgmth Ethanim, which is the seventh month. The Festival of ¢
= lunar calendar. This day occurred in late September, October, or early Novernt
8:13 Some (

“and 1Chr16:1.  8:9 Hebrew at Horeb, another name for Sinai.
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? the Temple. 4°He also made the necessary wash-
novels, and bowls.

‘ast Huram completed everything King Solomon
=ned him to make for the Temple of the Lorp:

o pillars;
> bowl-shaped capitals on top of the pillars;
> networks of interwoven chains that decorated
“apitals;
-0 pomegranates that hung from the chains on the
- tals (two rows of pomegranates for each of the
= networks that decorated the capitals on top of

= pillars);

~ water carts holding the ten basins;
= and the twelve oxen under it;
- buckets, the shovels, and the bowls.

~zde all these things of burnished bronze for the
© the Loro, just as King Solomon had directed.
"2 had them cast in clay molds in the Jordan Valley
succoth and Zarethan. 47Solomon did not weigh all
~2s because there were so many; the weight of the
2ld not be measured.
~on also made all the furnishings of the Temple of

Z altar;
- table for the Bread of the Presence;

ostands of solid gold, five on the south and five
“2 north, in front of the Most Holy Place;

=r decorations, lamps, and tongs—all of gold;

bowls, lamp snuffers, bowls, dishes, and

~se burners—all of solid gold;

s for the entrances to the Most Holy Place and
~zinroom of the Temple, with their fronts

=1d with gold.

“z Solomon finished all his work on the Temple of

“hen he brought all the gifts his father, David, had

i—thesilver, the gold, and the various articles—and
“em in the treasuries of the Lorp’s Temple.

Srought to the Temple
~on then summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Is-
=2 all the heads of the tribes—the leaders of the
zmilies of the Israelites. They were to bring the
_orD's Covenant to the Temple from its location
“ David, also known as Zion. 2So all the men of Is-
~'ed before King Solomon at the annual Festival
which is held in early autumn in the month of

:1 the elders of Israel arrived, the priests picked

“The priests and Levites brought up the Ark of
zong with the special tent* and all the sacred
“2d been in it. 5There, before the Ark, King Solo-
"= entire community of Israel sacrificed so many

and cattle that no one could keep count!

= priests carried the Ark of the Lorp’s Covenant
“er sanctuary of the Temple—the Most Holy
olaced it beneath the wings of the cherubim.
2ot spread their wings over the Ark, forming a

- the Ark and its carrying poles. 8These poles
z that their ends could be seen from the Tem-
—the Holy Place—but not from the outside.
there to this day. SNothing was in the Ark ex-
stone tablets that Moses had placed in it at

hri16:1.
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Mount Sinai,* where the Lorp made a covenant with the
people of Israel when they left the land of Egypt.

1°When the priests came out of the Holy Place, a thick
cloud filled the Temple of the Lorp. "The priests could not
continue their service because of the cloud, for the glorious
presence of the Lorb filled the Temple.

Solomon Praises the LORD
12Then Solomon prayed, “O Lorp, you have said that you
would live in a thick cloud of darkness. 13Now I have built a
glorious Temple for you, a place where you can live forever*’

14Then the king turned around to the entire community
of Israel standing before him and gave this bless
15“Praise the Lorp, the God of Israel, who has kept the
ise he made to my father, David. For he told mm
'6¢From the day I brought my people Israel out of Eg
have never chosen a city among any of the tribes of Is
the place where a Temple should be built to honorm
But I have chosen David to be king over my peo

17Then Solomon said, “My father, David, w
this Temple to honor the name of the Loro,
el. 18But the Loro told him, "You wanted to
to honor my name. Your intention is good.
the one to do it. One of your own sons will build the Templ
to honor me.’

20“And now the Lorp has fulfille
for I have become king in my father”
the throne of Israel, just as the Lo
this Temple to honor the name of
el. 21And I have prepared 2 p
contains the covenant that the Lozo
tors when he brought them out of Eg

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication
22Then Solomon stood before the altar
of the entire community of Israel H
ward heaven, 22and he prayed.

“O Lorp, God of Israel, i
of heaven above or
covenant and st
you in wh
promise to your
that promise with your
hands you have fulfilled ;

25"And now, O Lorp, God of Isrzel, carry out the
additional promise you made to your servant David, my
father. For you said to him, ‘If your descendants guard
their behavior and faithfully follow me as you have
done, one of them will always sit on the throne of Israel.’
26Now, O God of Israel, fulfill this promise to your
servant David, my father.

27*But will God really live on earth? Why, even the
highest heavens cannot contain you. How much less this
Temple I have built! 26Nevertheless, listen to my prayer
and my plea, O Lorp my God. Hear the cry and the
prayer that your servant is making to you today. 22May
you watch over this Temple night and day, this place
where you have said, ‘My name will be there.’ May you
always hear the prayers I make toward this place. 3%May
you hear the humble and earnest requests from me and
your people Israel when we pray toward this place. Yes,
hear us from heaven where you live, and when you hear,
forgive.

u keep your
walk before

1 your own

in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. The Festival of Shelters began on the fifteenth day of the seventh month of the
endar. This day occurred in late September, October, or early November.
8:9 Hebrew at Horeb, another name for Sinai.

8:4 Hebrew the Tent of Meeting; i.e., the tent mentioned
8:13 Some Greek texts add the line Is this not written in the Book of Jashar?
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31“If someone wrongs another person and is required
to take an oath of innocence in front of your altar in this
Temple, 32then hear from heaven and judge between
your servants—the accuser and the accused. Punish the
guilty as they deserve. Acquit the innocent because of
their innocence.

33“If your people Israel are defeated by their enemies
because they have sinned against you, and if they turn to
you and acknowledge your name and pray to you here in
this Temple, 34then hear from heaven and forgive the
sin of your people Israel and return them to this land
you gave their ancestors.

35'[f the skies are shut up and there is no rain
because your people have sinned against you, and if they
pray toward this Temple and acknowledge your name
and turn from their sins because you have punished
them, 36then hear from heaven and forgive the sins of
your servants, your people Israel. Teach them to follow
the right path, and send rain on your land that you have
given to your people as their special possession.

37“[f there is a famine in the land or a plague or crop
disease or attacks of locusts or caterpillars, or if your
people’s enemies are in the land besieging their towns—
whatever disaster or disease there is—38and if your
people Israel pray about their troubles, raising their
hands toward this Temple, 3%then hear from heaven
where you live, and forgive. Give your people what their
actions deserve, for you alone know each human heart.
40Then they will fear you as long as they live in the land
you gave to our ancestors.

41“In the future, foreigners who do not belong to your
people Israel will hear of you. They will come from
distant lands because of your name, 42for they will hear
of your great name and your strong hand and your
powerful arm. And when they pray toward this Temple,
43then hear from heaven where you live, and grant what
they ask of you. In this way, all the people of the earth
will come to know and fear you, just as your own people

Israel do. They, too, will know that this Temple I have
built honors your name.
44“Tf your people go out where you send them to fight
their enemies, and if they pray to the Lorp by turning
toward this city you have chosen and toward this
Temple I have built to honor your name, 45then hear
their prayers from heaven and uphold their cause.
46"If they sin against you—and who has never
sinned?—you might become angry with them and let
their enemies conquer them and take them captive to
their land far away or near. 47But in that land of exile,
they might turn to you in repentance and pray, ‘We have
sinned, done evil, and acted wickedly.’ 48If they turn to
you with their whole heart and soul in the land of their
enemies and pray toward the land you gave to their
ancestors—toward this city you have chosen, and toward
this Temple I have built to honor your name—+°then
hear their prayers and their petition from heaven where
you live, and uphold their cause. s°Forgive your people
who have sinned against you. Forgive all the offenses
they have committed against you. Make their captors
merciful to them, 5'for they are your people—your
special possession—whom you brought out of the iron-
smelting furnace of Egypt.
52“May your eyes be open to my requests and to the
requests of your people Israel. May you hear and answer
them whenever they cry out to you. 53For when you
8:65a Hebrew the festival; see note on 8:2.

8:65b Hebrew seven days and seven days, fourteen days; compare parallel textat 2 Chr 7:8-10.
8:66 Hebrew On the eighth day, probably referring to the day following the seven-day Festival of Shelters; compare parallel text at 2 Chr 7:9-10.

brought our ancestors out of Egypt, O Sovereign Lo
you told your servant Moses that you had set Israel
from all the nations of the earth to be your own spet
possession.”

The Dedication of the Temple ‘
ssWhen Solomon finished making these prayers and
tions to the Lorp, he stood up in front of the altar of
Lorp, where he had been kneeling with his hands raise
ward heaven. 55He stood and in a loud voice blessed
tire congregation of Israel:
s6“Praise the LorD who has given rest to his people IS8
just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all thews
derful promises he gave through his servant Moses. % ;
the Lorp our God be with us as he was with our ancess
may he never leave us or abandon us. 58May he give &8
desire to do his will in everything and to obey all the@
mands, decrees, and regulations that he gave our ancessé
59And may these words that I have prayed in the presenss
the Lorp be before him constantly, day and night, so tha
Lorp our God may give justice to me and to his people ISl
according to each day’s needs. 5°Then people all over
earth will know that the Lorp alone is God and there
other. 6'And may you be completely faithful to the Lors
God. May you always obey his decrees and command
as you are doing today.”
62Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacri$
to the Lorb. 63Solomon offered to the LorD a peace offe
of 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats. And soil
king and all the people of Israel dedicated the Temple of
Loro. |
64That same day the king consecrated the central are
the courtyard in front of the Lorp’s Temple. He offes
burnt offerings, grain offerings, and the fat of peace ol
ings there, because the bronze altar in the Lorp'’s preseiiy
was too small to hold all the burnt offerings, grain offeri
and the fat of the peace offerings. 5
65Then Solomon and all Israel celebrated the Festivalii:
Shelters* in the presence of the Lorp our God. A larged
gregation had gathered from as far away as Lebo-hamaiig
the north and the Brook of Egypt in the south. The celeige
tion went on for fourteen days in all—seven days forf
dedication of the altar and seven days for the Festive
Shelters.* 66After the festival was over,* Solomon senti
people*home. They blessed the king and went to
homes joyful and glad because the Lorp had been goo#
his servant David and to his people Israel.

fi:
i

i

0

The LORD's Response to Solomon
So Solomon finished building the Temple of the L8
as well as the royal palace. He completed everythin

had planned to do. 2Then the Lorp appeared to Solom

second time, as he had done before at Gibeon. 3The
said to him,

“I have heard your prayer and your petition. I have sé
this Temple apart to be holy—this place you have by
where my name will be honored forever. I will always}
watch over it, for it is dear to my heart.
4“As for you, if you will follow me with integrity a
godliness, as David your father did, obeying all my
commands, decrees, and regulations, sthen I will
establish the throne of your dynasty over Israel forew#=
For I made this promise to your father, David: ‘One o
your descendants will always sit on the throne of I

- “roughout his entire realm.

) ;;cted the supporting terraces.
“Three times each year Solomon presented burnt offer- th
nd peace offerings on the altar he had built for the

*was due to the name of the LORD. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

~ictons].  10:16 Hebrew 600 [shekels] of gold [6.8 kilograms].  10:17 &

Zut if you or your descendants abandon me and
“2y the commands and decrees I have given you,
* vou serve and worship other gods, 7then I will
7t Israel from this land that I have given them. 1
rgject this Temple that I have made holy to honor -
“=me. I will make Israel an object of mockery and |
Zle among the nations. 8And though this Templeis
“oressive now, all who pass by will be appalled and will
= their heads in amazement. They will ask, ‘Why
- 2 Lorp do such terrible things to this land and to
Temple?’
4nd the answer will be, ‘Because his people
“doned the Lorb their God, who brought their
=stors out of Egypt, and they worshiped other gods
=2d and bowed down to them. That is why the Lorp
crought all these disasters on them.”

\

Tt AN et o N gt g

on’s Agreement with Hiram
< Solomon twenty years to build the Lorp’s Temple
own royal palace. At the end of that time, 1The gave 1
‘owns in Fhe land of Galilee to King Hiram of Tyre. f
= nad previously provided all the cedar and cypress f]
- znd gold that Solomon had requested.) 12But when ¢
7 came from Tyre to see the towns Solomon had given
= was not at all pleased with them. 13“What kind of C
ae thesg, my brother?” he asked. So Hiram called that d
z5ul (which means “worthless”), as it is still known to-

“-5\‘ertheless, Hiram paid* Solomon 9,000 pounds* x
- h
mon’s Many Achievements 51‘

s the account of the forced labor that King Solomon p
“pted tobuild the Lorp’s Temple, the royal palace, the e
“ling terraces,* the wall of Jerusalem, and the cities of w

Megiddo, and Gezer. '6(Pharaoh, the king of Egypt,

~acked and captured Gezer, killing the Canaanite pop-

and buynmg itdown. He gave the city to his daughter w
=dding gift when she married Solomon. 17So Solomon g
 the city of Gezer.) He also built up the towns of Lower

soron, ‘SBaglath, and Tamar* in the wilderness within ar
1. 1%He b}nlt towns as supply centers and constructed p!
where his chariots and horses* could be stationed. ra
<1t everything he desired in Jerusalem and Lebanon to
= I
“ere were still some people living in the land who were °
rzelites, i.ncluding Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hi- as
:i,;i Jebusites. 2'These were descendants of the nations ot
the people of Israel had not completely destroyed.* th
“mon conscripted them for his labor force, and they
n the labor force to this day. 22But Solomon did not Sc

“Tipt any of the Israelites for forced labor. Instead, he 14]

them to serve as ﬁghting men, government offi- dj
fficers and captains in his army, commanders of his m

7%, and charioteers. 2Solomon appointed 550 of them  er,
-ervise the people working on his various projects.

olomon moved his wife, Pharaoh'’s daughter, from the go
David to the new palace he had built for her. Thenhe m;
ing

-7 For Hiram had paid.  9:14b Hebrew 120 talents (4,000 ki
L :14b)| y ilograms).  9:
9:18 An alternate reading in the Masoretic Text reads TadrgnTor. 9:19¢

nsecration of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying th |
I Lo 1 ), em or ¢
+:22;16:6); Hebrew reads Eloth, a variant spelling of Ela);h. 9:?6% Hebrew
1

read your wives. 10:10 Hebrew 120 talents (4,000 kilograms].  10:1




nt our ancestors out of Egypt, O Sovereign Loz
i your servant Moses that you had set Israel am
a1l the nations of the earth to be your own sped!
ssion.”

dication of the Temple ;
Solomon finished making these prayers and
the Lorb, he stood up in front of the altar @
rere he had been kneeling with his hands raise
2ven. SSHe stood and in a loud voice blessed the
regation of Israel:
ise the LorD who has given rest to his people Is8
= promised. Not one word has failed of all the
romises he gave through his servant Moses. *4
> our God be with us as he was with our ancess
never leave us or abandon us. $8May he give i
» do his will in everything and to obey all the &=
iecrees, and regulations that he gave our ancess
ay these words that I have prayed in the prese
» be before him constantly, day and night, so t&
r God may give justice to me and to his people
2 o each day’s needs. $°Then people all ovest
i know that the Lorp alone is God and there3
And may you be completely faithful to the Lo
¥ you always obey his decrees and comma
e doing today.”
7 the king and all Israel with him offered sa
2D. $3olomon offered to the Lorp a peace o5=8
¥ cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats. And &
 all the people of Israel dedicated the Tempie o

t same day the king consecrated the central
Tvard in front of the Lorp’s Temple. He o
ferings, grain offerings, and the fat of peace®
re, because the bronze altar in the LoRD’S pr
small to hold all the burnt offerings, grain off
fat of the peace offerings.
n Solomon and all Israel celebrated the Fes
= in the presence of the Lorp our God. A
had gathered from as far away as Lebo-ham
and the Brook of Egypt in the south. The ¢2
1t on for fourteen days in all—seven days
on of the altar and seven days for the Fes
= seAfter the festival was over,* Solomon 2
home. They blessed the king and went &
ovful and glad because the Lorp had been &
:nt David and to his people Israel.

RD’s Response to Solomon
olomon finished building the Temple of e
ll as the royal palace. He completed evervimm
mned o do. 2Then the Lorp appeared to Soi
=me, as he had done before at Gibeon.

= heard your prayer and your petition. I hawe
mple apart to be holy—this place you haves

1 over it, for it is dear to my heart.
s for you, if you will follow me with intege
ness, as David your father did, obeying all =
nands, decrees, and regulations, Sthen I wil
e throne of your dynasty over Israel
this promise to your father, David: ‘Cmei

ompare parallel text at 2 Chr 7:8-10.
; compare parallel text at 2 Chr 7:9-10.

But if you or your descendants abandon me and
oey the commands and decrees I have given you,
you serve and worship other gods, 7then I will

Israel from this land that I have given them.

reject this Temple that I have made holy to honor
~ame. I will make Israel an object of mockery and
~.le among the nations. 8And though this Temple is

“ressive now, all who pass by will be appalled and will
22 their heads in amazement. They will ask, ‘Why

“¢ Lorp do such terrible things to this land and to
Temple?’

4nd the answer will be, ‘Because his people
~Zoned the Lorb their God, who brought their
=tors out of Egypt, and they worshiped other gods
-=d and bowed down to them. That is why the Lorp
-rought all these disasters on them."”

mon’s Agreement with Hiram

Solomon twenty years to build the Lorp’s Temple
Jwn royal palace. At the end of that time, 'The gave
“owns in the land of Galilee to King Hiram of Tyre.
“ad previously provided all the cedar and cypress
:nd gold that Solomon had requested.) '2But when
zme from Tyre to see the towns Solomon had given

vas not at all pleased with them. 13*What kind of
“= these, my brother?” he asked. So Hiram called that
-l (which means “worthless”), as it is still known to-
=vertheless, Hiram paid* Solomon 9,000 pounds*

mon’s Many Achievements

the account of the forced labor that King Solomon

“ed to build the Lorp’s Temple, the royal palace, the

g terraces,* the wall of Jerusalem, and the cities of
egiddo, and Gezer. 16(Pharaoh, the king of Egypt,

“xed and captured Gezer, killing the Canaanite pop-

d burning it down. He gave the city to his daughter
Zing gift when she married Solomon. 17So Solomon
~= city of Gezer.) He also built up the towns of Lower
“on, '8Baalath, and Tamar* in the wilderness within

“He built towns as supply centers and constructed

~ere his chariots and horses* could be stationed.

=verything he desired in Jerusalem and Lebanon
2ghout his entire realm.

“= were still some people living in the land who were
=tes, including Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hi-
- lebusites. 2'These were descendants of the nations

= people of Israel had not completely destroyed.*
~on conscripted them for his labor force, and they
e labor force to this day. 22But Solomon did not
any of the Israelites for forced labor. Instead, he
fiem to serve as fighting men, government offi-
-ers and captains in his army, commanders of his
charioteers. 22Solomon appointed 550 of them
~s2 the people working on his various projects.
—on moved his wife, Pharaoh’s daughter, from the
7d to the new palace he had built for her. Then he
“=d the supporting terraces.
times each year Solomon presented burnt offer-
- Deace offerings on the altar he had built for the

“iramhadpaid. 9:14b Hebrew 120 talents (4,000 kilograms].
18 An alternate reading in the Masoretic Text reads Tadmor.

«r wives.  10:10 Hebrew 120 talents [4,000 kilograms).
10:16 Hebrew 600 (shekels) of gold (6.8 kilograms].

9:19 Or and charioteers.
on of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an offering. ~ 9:26a As in Greek version (see also
Hebrew reads Eloth, a variant spelhng of Elath.  9:26b Hebrew sea of reeds.
2 name of the LORD. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.
10:11 Hebrew almug wood; also in 10:12.
10:17 Hebrew 3minas (1.8 kilograms.
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Lorp. He also burned incense to the Lorp. And so he fin-
ished the work of building the Temple.

26King Solomon also built a fleet of ships at Ezion-
geber, a port near Elath* in the land of Edom, along the
shore of the Red Sea.* 27Hiram sent experienced crews of
sailors to sail the ships with Solomon’s men. 28They sailed
to Ophir and brought back to Solomon some sixteen tons*
of gold.

Visit of the Queen of Sheba
1 When the queen of Sheba heard of Sol
which brought honor to the name of
came to test him with hard questions. ZSh: a
lem with a large group of attendants and
camels loaded with spices, large quantities
cious jewels. When she met with Solomor
him about everything she had on her min
answers for all her questions; nothing w
king to explain to her. “When the qu
how very wise Solomon was, and when
had built, 5she was overwhelmed. She
the food on his tables, the organizz
their splendid clothing, the cup-t
ferings Solomon made at the Temp!
6She exclaimed to the king, ~
country about your achieverne:
didn’t believe what was said
with my own eyes. In fact, 1
wisdom and prosperity are
happy your people* m
cials to stand here day
Praise the Lorp your God
placed you on the throne
eternal love for Israel, he
with justice and righteousness.
10Then she gave the king a gift of 2,000
great quantities of spices, and preciou
were so many spices broughtinasthese the g

gave to King Solomon.

1(In addition, Hiram’s ships brow
and they also brought rich cargoes of r
precious jewels. 12The king used t
railings for the Temple of the Lo
to construct lyres and harps for
or since has there been st
3King Solo

asked for, besi ner
ously given. Then she and 1ed to
their own land.

Solomon’s Wealth and Splendor
'4Each year Solomon received about 25 tons* of gold. 'This
did not include the additional revenue he received from
merchants and traders, all the kings of Arabia, and the gov-
ernors of the land.

16King Solomon made 200 large shields of hammered
gold, each weighing more than fifteen pounds.* 17He also
made 300 smaller shields of hammered gold, each weigh-
ing nearly four pounds.* The king placed these shields in
the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon.

18Then the king made a huge throne, decorated with
9:15 Hebrew the millo; also in 9:24. The meaning of the Hebrew is
9:21 The Hebrew term used here refers to the

9:28 Hebrew 420 talents [14 metric tons].
10:6 Hebrew your words.

10:10r
10:8 Greek and Syriac versions and Latin
10:14 Hebrew 666 talents
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ivory and overlaid with fine gold. *The throne had six steps  kingdom away from your son. 13And even so, I will not
and a rounded back. There were armrests on both sides of away the entire kingdom; I will let him be king of one
the seat, and the figure of a lion stood on each side of the for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerm
throne. 20There were also twelve other lions, one standing lem, my chosen city.”
on each end of the six steps. No other throne in all the world
could be compared with it! Solomon’s Adversaries )
21A1] of King Solomon's drinking cups were solid gold,as #Then the Lorpraised up Hadad the Edomite, a membe
were all the utensils in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon. Edor’s royal family, to be Solomon’s adversary. 15Yea
They were not made of silver, for silver was considered fore, David had defeated Edom. Joab, his army com
worthless in Solomon’s day! had stayed to bury some of the Israelite soldiers whoSl
22The king had a fleet of trading ships* that sailed with died in battle. While there, they killed every male in ESs
Hiram's fleet. Once every three years the ships returned, 16joab and the army of Israel had stayed there for
loaded with gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.* months, killing them. 5
2380 King Solomon became richer and wiser than any 17But Hadad and a few of his father’s royal officiali
other king on earth. 24People from every nation came to caped and headed for Egypt. (Hadad was just a boy a8
consult him and to hear the wisdom God had given him. time.) 8They set out from Midian and went to Paran, W

25Year after year everyone who visited brought him gifts of others joined them. Then they traveled to Egypt and we " - C
silver and gold, clothing, weapons, spices, horses, and Pharaoh, who gave them a home, food, and some & fscendf_mts of David—though not forever."” o
mules. 15Pharach grew very fond of Hadad, and he gave him#l, -~ mon tried to kill Jeroboam, but he fled to King Shi-
26S0lomon built up a huge force of chariots and horses.* wife's sister in marriage—the sister of Queen Tahpes" -~ E8yptand stayed there until Solomon died. the
He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horses. He stationed 2°She bore him a son named Genubath. Tahpenes .
some of them in the chariot cities and some near him in Je- him* in Pharaoh's palace among Pharaoh’s own sons. "%
rusalem. 27The king made silver as plentiful in Jerusalem as 21When the news reached Hadad in Egypt that David@
sione. And valuable cedar timber was as common as the ~his commander Joab were both dead, he said to Pham -
sycamore-fig trees that grow in the foothills of Judah.* “Letme return tomyown country.”
2830lomon’s horses were imported from Egypt* and from 22Why?" Pharaoh asked him. “What do you lack
Cilicia*; the king’s traders acquired them from Cilicia at the that makes you want to go home?”

| EEng inmy si :

Mo as Dayvidg}};lité zeﬂ}\learsgi?it. o MO & lS(
sutIwillnot take the entire kingdom from Solo .
:deor the sake of my servant David, the one \Ai?\grrlna} :lv‘

e who obeyed my commands and decrees T will
omon as leader for the rest of his life. 35Bu£ ITwill ey
e ki pgdor_n away from his son and give ten of the m
ou. 35His son will have one tribe so that the descen- ial

;and my servant will continue to reign, shining like ]

o ] gl;usalem,it_.he cityThave chosen to be the place for te;
e And I wiil place you on the throne of Israel, and
ule over all that your heart desires, 38[f you listén to
ou and f(_)llow my ways and do whatever I con-
. ght, and if you obey my decrees and commands,
€T vant Da\n_d did, then I will always be with you.I wili
aan enduring dynasty for you as1did for David‘ andI
¢ Israel to you. 39Because of Solomon’s sin I wﬂl’ pun-

(Sl

@lmmary of Solomon’s Reign

e st of the_ events in Solomon’s reign, including all his
de his wisdom, are recorded in The Book of the Acts
on. 42Solomon ruled in Jerusalem over all Isra
=ars. “When he died, he was buried in the City ¢

1 *‘le((li for his father. Then his son Rehoboam be
=xt king.

standard price. 2°At that time chariots from Egypt could be “Nothing,” he replied. “But even so, please let me rel fan
purchased for 600 pieces of silver,* and horses for home.” e North 1 ;
150 pieces of silver.* They were then exported tothe kings  23God alsoraised up Rezon son of Eliada as Solomon' ‘orthern Tribes Revolt sh

Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all
2 Eathered to make him king. 2When ]erobolasrﬁ ilortl1 i)? ;v
neard of this, he returned from Egypt* for he had trcf
=gypt to escape from King Solomon. 3The leaders of ki (
su mmoned him, and Jeroboam and the whole assem- nz
! irael went Eo speak with Rehoboam. ““Your father hot
ard master,” they said. “Lighten the harsh labor de- ofJ;
anq heavy taxes that your father imposed on us. i
e will be your loyal subjects.” . is i
e 'aboam replied, “Give me three days to think this irs1ral
nen come back for my answer.” So the people went hogr;

of the Hittites and the kings of Aram. versary. Rezon had fled from his master, King Hadadez2
Zobah, 24and had become the leader of a gang of rebel 8
Solomon’s Many Wives ter David conquered Hadadezer, Rezon and his men flel§
1 1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women. Be- Damascus, where he became king. 25Rezon was Israel'si
sides Pharaoh’s daughter, he married women from  ter adversary for the rest of Solomon’s reign, and he m§
Moab, Ammon, Edom, Sidon, and from among the Hittites. . trouble, just as Hadad did. Rezon hated Israel intenselyig
2The Lorp had clearly instructed the people of Israel, "You continued to reign in Aram. .
must not marry them, because they will turn your hearts to
their gods.” Yet Solomon insisted on loving them anyway. Jeroboam Rebels against Solomon
3He had 700 wives of royal birth and 300 concubines. And 26Another rebel leader was Jeroboam son of Nebat, of
in fact, they did turn his heart away from the LoRD. Solomon'’s own officials. He came from the town of Zere
4In Solomon’s old age, they turned his heart to worship in Ephraim, and his mother was Zeruah, a widow.
other gods instead of being completely faithful to the Lorp 27This is the story behind his rebellion. Solomon
his God, as his father, David, had been. SSolomon worshiped - building the supporting terraces* and repairing the wally
Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech,* the - the city of his father, David. 28Jeroboam was a very Capi
detestable god of the Ammonites. 6In this way, Solomon did  young man, and when Solomon saw how industrious hef—
what was evil in the Lorp's sight; he refused to follow the he put him in charge of the labor force from the trib
Lorp completely, as his father, David, had done. Ephraim and Manasseh, the descendants of Joseph.
70n the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem,* heevenbuilt ~ 29One day as Jeroboam was leaving Jerusalemf=
a pagan shrine for Chemosh, the detestable god of Moab, prophet Ahijah from Shiloh met him along the way. A
and another for Molech, the detestable god of the Ammon-  was wearing a new cloak. The two of them were alo!
ites. 8Solomon built such shrines for all his foreign wives to ~ field, 3%and Ahijah took hold of the new-cloak he was
use for burning incense and sacrificing to their gods. ing and tore it info twelve pieces. 31Then he said toJe
9The Lorp was very angry with Solomon, for his hearthad - am, “Take ten of these pieces, for this is what the Lox
turned away from the Lorb, the God of Israel, who had ap- God of Israel, says: Tam about to tear the kingdom frof.. - omplainers wh :
peared to him twice. *°He had warned Solomon specifically hand of Solomon, and I will give ten of the tribes 108 - -1icker than m ofw ?{1‘ 5 lighter burden: ‘My little fin- 29
about worshiping other gods, but Solomon did not listen to  32But Twill leave him one tribe for the sake of my servaly. urdens on 03’1 ﬁ er's waist! 1Yes, my father laid ther
the Loro’s command. 1So now the Lorn said to him, “Since - vid and for the sake of Jerusalem, which [ have chosen@. \ty father geai ut I'm going to make them even thep
you have not kept my covenant and have disobeyed my de- all the tribes of Israel. 33For Solomon has* abandonel i ongy» you with whips, but I will beat you  to w
crees, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you andgive and worshiped Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidome—. .. dayé later Jerob !
it to one of your servants. 12But for the sake of your father, Chemosh, the god of Moab; and Molech, the god of thé r o ohoam's derp boam and all the people returned and o
David, I will not do this while you are still alive. I will take the monites. He has not followed my ways and done Rehobgar spokeeg:;;?f yl‘tlgtﬂfg g;e k[m% ha}? ordered. were
ople, for herejected stitut

10:22a Hebrew fleet of ships of Tarshish.  10:22b Or andbaboons. 10:26 O charioteers; also in 10:26b. 10:27 Hebrew the Shephelah. fvic S
10:28a Possibly Muzur, a e ctnanr Gilicia; alsoin 10:29. 10:28b Hebrew Kue, probably another name for Cilicia. _10:29a Hebrew 600 shekels N of the older counselors "4and followed the coun- dayo
silver, about 15 pounds or 6.8 kilograms in weight. 10:29b Hebrew 150 [shekels], about 3.8 pounds or 1.7 Kilograms inweight. 11:5 Hebrew Milca Greek version and Latin Vulgate (see also 2 Chr 10:2); 5
avariant spelling of Molech; alsoin 11:33.  11:7 Hebrew On the mountain east of Jerusalem. 11:20 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads weaned i 6, 5:14); Hebrew reads Adoram.  12:25 Hebrew Pen Hebrew reads he lived
11:27 Hebrew the millo. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 11:33Asin Greek, Syriac, and Latin Vulgate; Hebrew reads For they have. % nar calendar occurred in late October or early t\?xerfxﬁiLei;acg;m i

y one mo

“2n King Rehoboam discussed the ma i

en wtllyo had counseled his father, Solon?grrl. “”\C\tfktllatthig ifrc
=dvice?” he asked. “How should I answer these peo- coIS;
“¢ older counselors replied, “If you are willin aruzi
ito thgse people today and give them a favorgalt)(l)ebaen;il ki :
&y will always be your loyal subjects.” o
Rehoboam rejected the advice of the older men and Egop
asked the opinion of the young men who had grown of?I
o »Dhlm and were now his advisers. "What is your ad- Zl;
e asked them. “How should I answer these people gold‘

a ‘,t me to lighten the burdens imposed by myfather?” for
¢ young men replied, “This is what you should téll godz




i
from your son. 3And even so, I will nots
- kingdom; I will let him be king of one Sl
my servant David and for the sake of Jems

1 city.”

dversaries

o raised up Hadad the Edomite, a membe
amily, to be Solomon'’s adversary. 'Yeas
i defeated Edom. Joab, his army commans
bury some of the Israelite soldiers )
While there, they killed every male in
e army of Israel had stayed there
z them. .
4 and a few of his father’s royal offid
2ded for Egypt. (Hadad was just a boy &
2t out from Midian and went to Paran.w
em. Then they traveled to Egypt and we
ave them a home, food, and some &
very fond of Hadad, and he gave
n marriage—the sister of Queen Tahme
m a son named Genubath. Tahpenes @
‘s palace among Pharaoh’s own sons-
ews reached Hadad in Egypt that Davis
Joab were both dead, he said to P3

1 to my own country.”
araoh asked him. “What do you lack®
want to go home?”
he replied. “But even so, please let me =

d up Rezon son of Eliada as Solom
d fled from his master, King Hadad
had become the leader of a gang of
guered Hadadezer, Rezon and his mez1
~ere he became King. 25Rezon was
r the rest of Solomon’s reign, and
s Hadad did. Rezon hated Israel intems
reign in Aram.

ebels against Solomon
~el leader was Jeroboam son of Nebat
m officials. He came from the fown o= 2=
nd his mother was Zeruah, a widow. =
ve story behind his rebellion. Solornar a
supporting terraces* and repairing :
s father, David. 28Jeroboam was a veri il
nd when Solomon saw how industrices
n charge of the labor force from the
‘Manasseh, the descendants of Josei.
v as Jeroboam was leaving Jerusasm
zh from Shiloh met him along the wa
2 new cloak. The two of them were 2im
\hijah took hold of the new cloak}}e
it into twelve pieces. 3'Then he said
1 of these pieces, for this is what the
_says: Tam about to tear the Kingd
ymon, and I will give ten of the t
ave him one tribe for the sake of my ==

e sake of Jerusalem, which T have &
: of Israel. 33For Solomon has* abama
ed Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Suim
e god of Moab; and Molech, the god s
“has not followed my ways and dam

5in 10:26b.  10:27 Hebrew the Shephelah
sther name for Cilicia.  10:29a Hebrew 6015
smds or 1.7 kilograms in weight.  11:5 Heoe=w
11:20 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads we
~d Latin Vulgate; Hebrew reads For they have.

“2 Inmy sight. He has not obeyed my decrees and reg-
=5 as David his father did.
ZutIwill not take the entire kingdom from Solomon at
~e. For the sake of my servant David, the one whom I
:nd who obeyed my commands and decrees, I will
lomon as leader for the rest of his life. 35But I will
= kingdom away from his son and give ten of the
> vou. 36His son will have one tribe so that the descen-
David my servant will continue to reign, shining like
7 Jerusalem, the city T have chosen to be the place for
e. 37And I wiil place you on the throne of Israel, and
rule over all that your heart desires. 38If you listen to
=1l you and follow my ways and do whatever I con-
oeright, and if you obey my decrees and commands,
=rvant David did, then I will always be with you. I will
an enduring dynasty for you as 1 did for David, and I
Israel to you. 39Because of Solomon’s sin I will pun-
“escendants of David—though not forever."”
-mon tried to Kill Jeroboam, but he fled to King Shi-
=gyptand stayed there until Solomon died.

zry of Solomon’s Reign
st of the events in Solomon's reign, including all his
1 his wisdom, are recorded in The Book of the Acts
1. 42Solomon ruled in Jerusalem over all Israel for
’s. 3When he died, he was buried in the City of Da-
=d for his father. Then his son Rehoboam became
cng.

~thern Tribes Revolt

-hoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had
thered to make him king. 2When Jeroboam son of
zrd of this, he returned from Egypt,* for he had

=Dt to escape from King Solomon. 3The leaders of

—moned him, and Jeroboam and the whole assem-
=l went to speak with Rehoboam. 4“Your father

"1 master,” they said. “Lighten the harsh labor de-
1 heavy taxes that your father imposed on us.
11l be your loyal subjects.”

“oam replied, “Give me three days to think this
" come back for my answer.” So the people went

<ing Rehoboam discussed the matter with the
who had counseled his father, Solomon. “What is
2?” he asked. “How should I answer these peo-

Zer counselors replied, “If you are willing to be a
“hese people today and give them a favorable an-
71l always be your loyal subjects.”
~oboam rejected the advice of the older men and
ed the opinion of the young men who had grown
™ and were now his advisers. ®‘What is your ad-
z=sked them. “How should I answer these people
Te tolighten the burdens imposed by my father?”
ung men replied, “This is what you should tell
olziners who want a lighter burden: ‘My little fin-
er than my father’s waist! 11Yes, my father laid
Zens on you, but I'm going to make them even
father beat you with whips, but I will beat you

)
sl

Zays later Jeroboam and all the people returned
“oboam'’s decision, just as the king had ordered.
-oam spoke harshly to the people, for he rejected

* the older counselors '4and followed the coun-

ersion and Latin Vulgate (see also 2 Chr 10:2); Hebrew reads he lived in Egypt.
; 12:25 Hebrew Penuel, a variant spelling of Peniel.
=ndar occurred in late October or early November, exactly one month after the annual Festival of She!

brew reads Adoram.
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sel of his younger advisers. He told the people, “My father
laid heavy burdens on you, but I'm going to make them even
heavier! My father beat you with whips, but I will beat you
with scorpions!”

1580 the king paid no attention to the people. This turn of
events was the will of the Lorp, for it fulfilled the Lorp’s
message to Jeroboam son of Nebat through the prophet Ahi-
jah from Shiloh.

6When all Israel realized that the king had refused to lis-
ten to them, they responded,

“Down with the dynasty of David!

We have no interest in the son of Jesse.
Back to your homes, O Israel!

Look out for your own house, O David!”

So the people of Israel returned home. 7But Rehoboam
continued to rule over the Israelites who lived in the towns
of Judah.

18King Rehoboam sent Adoniram,* who was in charge of
the labor force, to restore order, but the people of Israel
stoned him to death. When this news reached King Rehobo-
am, he quickly jumped into his chariot and fled to Jerusa-
lem. And to this day the northern tribes of Israel have
refused to be ruled by a descendant of David.

20When the people of Israel learned of Jeroboam’s return
from Egypt, they called an assembly and made him king over
all Israel. So only the tribe of Judah remained loyal to the
family of David.

Shemaiah’s Prophecy
21When Rehoboam arrived at Jerusalem, he mobilized the
men of Judah and the tribe-of Benjamin—180,000 select
troops—to fight against the men of Israel and to restore the
kingdom to himself.

22But God said to Shemaiah, the man of God, 23“Say to Re-
hoboam son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the people
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, 2This
is what the Lorp says: Do not fight against your relatives, the
Israelites. Go back home, for what has happened is my do-
ing!"” So they obeyed the message of the Lorp and went
home, as the Lorp had commanded.

Jeroboam Makes Gold Calves
25Jeroboam then built up the city of Shechem in the hill
country of Ephraim, and it became his capital. Later he went
and built up the town of Peniel *

26Jeroboam thought to himself, “Unless I am careful, the
kingdom will return to the dynasty of David. ZWhen these
people go to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices at the Temple of the
Loro, they will again give their allegiance to King Rehoboam
of Judah. They will kill me and make him their king instead.”

2880 on the advice of his counselors, the king made two
gold calves. He said to the people,* “It is too much trouble
for you to worship in Jerusalem. Look, Israel, these are the
gods who brought you out of Egypt!”

2°He placed these calf idols in Bethel and in Dan—at ei-
ther end of his kingdom. 30But this became a great sin, for
the people worshiped the idols, traveling as far north as Dan
to worship the one there.

31eroboam also erected buildings at the pagan shrines
and ordained priests from the common people—those who
were not from the priestly tribe of Levi. 32And Jeroboam in-
stituted a religious festival in Bethel, held on the fifteenth
day of the eighth month,* in imitation of the annual Festival

12:18 As in some Greek manuscripts a
12:28 Hebrew to them. 12:32 This
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of Shelters in Judah. There at Bethel he himself offered sac-
rifices to the calves he had made, and he appointed priests
for the pagan shrines he had made. 33So on the fifteenth day
of the eighth month, a day that he himself had designated,
Jeroboam offered sacrifices on the altar at Bethel. He insti-
tuted a religious festival for Israel, and he went up to the al-
tar to burn incense.

A Prophet Denounces Jeroboam
1 At the Lorp’s command, a man of God from Judah
went to Bethel, arriving there just as Jeroboam was
approaching the altar to burn incense. 2Then at the Lorp’s
command, he shouted, “O altar, altar! This is what the Lorp
says: A child named Josiah will be born into the dynasty of
David. On you he will sacrifice the priests from the pagan
shrines who come here to burn incense, and human bones
will be burned on you.” 3That same day the man of God gave
a sign to prove his message. He said, “The Lorp has prom-
ised to give this sign: This altar will split apart, and its ashes
will be poured out on the ground.”
4When King Jeroboam heard the man of God speaking
against the altar at Bethel, he pointed at him and shouted,
“Seize that man!” But instantly the king’s hand became para-
lyzed in that position, and he couldn't pull it back. SAt the
same time a wide crack appeared in the altar, and the ashes
poured out, just as the man of God had predicted in his mes-
sage from the Lorp.
6The king cried out to the man of God, “Please ask the
Lorp your God to restore my hand again!” So the man of God
prayed to the Lorp, and the king’s hand was restored and he
could move it again.
7Then the king said to the man of God, “Come to the palace
with me and have something to eat,and I will give you a gift.”
8But the man of God said to the king, “Even if you gave
me half of everything you own, I would not go with you. I
would not eat or drink anything in this place. 5For the Lorp
gave me this command: 'You must not eat or drink anything
while you are there, and do not return to Judah by the same
way you came.’” 1950 he left Bethel and went home another
way.
1As it happened, there was an old prophet living in Beth-
el, and his sons* came home and told him what the man of
God had done in Bethel that day. They also told their father
what the man had said to the king. 12The old prophet asked
them, “Which way did he go?” So they showed their father*
which road the man of God had taken. 13“Quick, saddle the
donkey,” the old man said. So they saddled the donkey for
him, and he mounted it.
14Then he rode after the man of God and found him sit-
ting under a great tree. The old prophet asked him, “Are you
the man of God who came from Judah?”
“Yes,Iam,” he replied.
15Then he said to the man of God, “Come home with me
and eat some food.”
16°No, I cannot,” he replied. “I am not allowed to eat or
drink anything here in this place. 17For the Lorp gave me
this command: ‘You must not eat or drink anything while
you are there, and do not return to Judah by the same way
you came.’”
18But the old prophet answered, “I am a prophet, too, just
as you are. And an angel gave me this command from the
Lor: ‘Bring him home with you so he can have something
to eat and drink.’” But the old man was lying to him. 19So
they went back together, and the man of God ate and drank
at the prophet’s home.
20Then while they were sitting at the table, a command

from the Lorp came to the old prophet. 21He cried out sl

man of God from Judah, “This is what the Lorp says!
have defied the word of the Lorp and have disobeye
command the Lorp your God gave you. 22You came bi
this place and ate and drank where he told you not to&
drink. Because of this, your body will not be buried =
grave of your ancestors.” # E
23After the man of God had finished eating and drimiige"

the old prophet saddled his own donkey for him, 2/aii "
man of God started off again. But as he was traveling almiii«

a1

lion came out and killed him. His body lay there on
with the donkey and the lion standing beside it. 2P
who passed by saw the body lying in the road and th
standing beside it, and they went and reported it in B8
where the old prophet lived. !
26When the prophet heard the report, he said, “It
man of God who disobeyed the LorD’s command. Theli:
has fulfilled his word by causing the lion to attack amiii:
him.” -
27Then the prophet said to his sons, “Saddle a donlkes:
me.” So they saddled a donkey, 28and he went out and i
the body lying in the road. The donkey and lion we

standing there beside it, for the lion had not eaten thell -

nor attacked the donkey. 2°So the prophet laid the bat
the man of God on the donkey and took it back to the!

to mourn over him and bury him. 30He laid the bodymlil .-
own grave, crying out in grief, “Oh, my brother!” il —

31Afterward the prophet said to his sons, “When il
bury me in the grave where the man of God is buried. Laiis
bones beside his bones. 32For the message the Lorp tol#
to proclaim against the altar in Bethel and against the gl
shrines in the towns of Samaria will certainly come trasi

33But even after this, Jeroboam did not turn from msll
ways. He continued to choose priests from the comilis. -
people. He appointed anyone who wanted to becamih.
priest for the pagan shrines. 34This became a great Sl
resulted in the utter destruction of Jeroboam’s dynastyil:
the face of the earth. L

Ahijah’s Prophecy against jeroboam
1 At that time Jeroboam'’s son Abijah became very
250 Jeroboam told his wife, “Disguise yourself
no one will recognize you as my wife. Then go to the prle.
Ahijah at Shiloh—the man who told me I would belg
king. 3Take him a gift of ten loaves of bread, some cake
ajar of honey, and ask him what will happen to the b
4S80 Jeroboam’s wife went to Ahijah’s home at Shi
was an old man now and could no longer see. 5But the:
had told Ahijah, “Jeroboam’s wife will come here, pres
ing to be someone else. She will ask you about her son, i
is very sick. Give her the answer I give you.” i
6So when Ahijah heard her footsteps at the do
called out, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam! Why are youl
tending to be someone else?” Then he told her, “I ha
news for you. 7Give your husband; Jeroboam, this me
from the Lorb, the God of Israel: ‘I promoted you from
ranks of the:common people and made you ruler ovelf
people Israel. 8 ripped the kingdom away from the
of David and gave it to you. But you have not been
servant David, who obeyed my commands and follo
with all his heart and always did whatever I wanted %'
have done more evil than all who lived before you. Youll
made other gods for yourself and have made me
with your gold calves. And since you have turned yours
on me, oI will bring disaster on your dynasty and wi
stroy every one of your male descendants, slave anéf

13:11 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads son. ~ 13:12 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads They had seen.

¥z 2nd then return them to the guardroom.
"2 rest of the events in Rehoboam'’s reign and ev:

' "2 did are recorded in The Book of the History of t7
: ‘]udah. 30There was constant war between Rehobo-
72 Jeroboam. 3'When Rehoboam died, he was buried

fis ancestors in the City of David. His mother was

= Te next king.

=orew theriver.  14:31 Also known as Abijah.  15:1 Also known as Abija?

© The queen mother; Hebrew reads His mother (alsoin 15:13); compare 15:2

where in Israel. I will burn up your royal dyna .
S up trash until it is all gone. w%he me);nbe):s1 osft}/eallf
fa ‘;ly'who die in the city will be eaten by dogs, and
7 die In the field will be eaten by vultures. I, the ;
2 spoken.”” (
7 Ahijah said to Jeroboam’s wife, “Go on home, and
2 enter the city, the child will die. 13A1l Israel will ;
° him and bury him. He is the only member of your I
=0 will have a proper burial, for this child is the only 1
“2 that the Loro, the God of Israel, sees in the entire |
sroboam. I
=ddition, the Lorp will raise up a king over Israel s
Zestroy the family of Jeroboam. This will happen i
=N now! 75T.hen the Lorp will shake Israel like a
mEpped abgut In a stream. He will uproot the people o
= from this good land that he gave their ancestors ai
scatter them beyond the Euphrates River,* for they
"z=red the Lorp with the Asherah poles they have set A
worship. 16He will abandon Israel because Jeroboam tt
=d made Israel sin along with him.”
zroboam'’s wife returned to Tirzah, and the child A
zsshe walked through the door of her home, 18And 9
= buried him and mourned for him, as the Lorp had b
through the prophet Ahijah. ye
t of the events in Jeroboam's reign, including all lo;
E 'd hov_v he ruled, are recorded in The Book of the
77 the Kings of Israel. 20Jeroboam reigned in Israel ce
~70 years. When Jeroboam died, his son Nadab be- sh

" nextking. hi
“oam Rules in judah ?111(1

vt ile, Rehoboam son of Solomon was kinginJudah. ob
JTty-one years old when he became king, and he the

- seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city the Lorp had ol

Tom among all the tribes of Israel as the place to brc

“s name. Rehoboam’s mother was Naamah, an Am- the

‘oman.

g Rehoboam’s reign, the people of Judah did what  Kir

mn the Lorb'’s sight, provoking his anger with their anc

*as even worse than that of their ancestors. 23For ing
2 built for themselves pagan shrines and set up sa- !
2rs and Asherah poles on every high hill and under was
1 tree. 24There were even male and female shrine roy:
throughout the land. The people imitated the had

Sle practices of the pagan nations the Lorp had whc
“om the land ahead of the Israelites.

e fifth year of King Rehoboam’s reign, King Shi-

gypt came up and attacked Jerusalem. 26He ran- b

- e treasuries of the Lorp’s Temple and the royal y
7 stole everything, including all the gold shields Sal- E
“2d made. 2’King Rehoboam later replaced them x
“onze shields as substitutes, and he entrusted them 1o
¥ = of the commanders of the guard who protected i
"z to the royal palace. 28Whenever the king

ple of the Lorp, the guards would also

j Ber
an Ammonite woman. Then his son Abijam* be-
powe
pare 2 Chr 11:20.  15:6 As in a few Hebrew and Greek manuscript:

19 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads There is atreaty.
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built—are recorded in The Book of the History of the Kings of

Judah. In his old age his feet became diseased. 2When Asa

died, he was buried with his ancestors in the City of David.
Then Jehoshaphat, Asa’s son, became the next king.

Nadab Rules in Israel
25Nadab son of Jeroboam began to rule over Israel in the
second year of King Asa’s reign in Judah. He reigned in Isra-
el two years. 26But he did what was evil in the Lorp'’s sight
and followed the example of his father, continuing the sins
that Jeroboam had led Israel to commit.

27Then Baasha son of Ahijah, from the tribe of Issachar,
plotted against Nadab and assassinated him while he and
the Israelite army were laying siege to the Philistine town of
Gibbethon. 28Baasha killed Nadab in the third year of King
Asa’s reign in Judah, and he became the next king of Israel.

29He immediately slaughtered all the descendants of
King Jeroboam, so that not one of the royal family was left,
just as the Lorp had promised concerning Jeroboam by the
prophet Ahijah from Shiloh. 30This was done because Jero-
boam had provoked the anger of the Lorp, the God of Israel,
by the sins he had committed and the sins he had led Israel
to commit.

31The rest of the events in Nadab's reign and everything
he did are recorded in The Book of the History of the Kings of
Israel.

Baasha Rules in Israel

32There was constant war between King Asa of Judah and
King Baasha of Israel. 33Baasha son of Ahijah began to rule
over all Israel in the third year of King Asa’s reign in Judah.
Baasha reigned in Tirzah twenty-four years. 34But he did
what was evil in the Lorp’s sight and followed the example
of Jeroboam, continuing the sins that Jeroboam had led

Israel to commit.
1 This message from the Lorp was delivered to King
Baasha by the prophet Jehu son of Hanani: 2] lifted
you out of the dust to make youruler of my people Israel, but
you have followed the evil example of Jeroboam. You have
provoked my anger by causing my people Israel to sin. 3So
now I will destroy you and your family, just as I destroyed the
descendants of Jeroboam son of Nebat. 4The members of
Baasha's family who die in the city will be eaten by dogs, and
those who die in the field will be eaten by vultures.”

SThe rest of the events in Baasha's reign and the extent of
his power are recorded in The Book of the History of the
Kings of Israel. sWhen Baasha died, he was buried in Tirzah.
Then his son Elah became the next king.

’The message from the Lorp against Baasha and his fam-
ily came through the prophet Jehu son of Hanani. It was de-
livered because Baasha had done what was evil in the Lorp’s
sight (just as the family of Jeroboam had done), and also be-
cause Baasha had destroyed the family of Jeroboam. The
LoRp'’s anger was provoked by Baasha's sins.

Elah Rules in Israel
8Elah son of Baasha began to rule over Israel in the twenty-
sixth year of King Asa’s reign in Judah. He reigned in the city
of Tirzah for two years.

9Then Zimri, who commanded half of the royal chariots,
made plans to kill him. One day in Tirzah, Elah was getting
drunk at the home of Arza, the supervisor of the palace.
10Zimri walked in and struck him down and killed him. This
happened in the twenty-seventh year of King Asa’s reign in
Judah. Then Zimri became the next king.
16:24 Hebrew for 2 talents [68 kilograms] of silver.

11Zimri immediately killed the entire royal family of Ba =
sha, leaving him not even a single male child. He even @ =
stroyed distant relatives and friends. '2So Zimri destro
the dynasty of Baasha as the Lorp had promised throug
prophet Jehu. 3This happened because of all the sins B
sha and his son Elah had committed, and because of the s
they led Israel to commit. They proveked the anger of #f =
Lorp, the God of Israel, with their worthless idols. L1

14The rest of the events in Elah’s reign and everything !
did are recorded in The Book of the History of the King
Israel. E |

il

Zimri Rules in Israel
15Zimri began to rule over Israel in the twenty-seventh
of King Asa'’s reign in Judah, but his reign in Tirzah lask
only seven days. The army of Israel was then attacking#
Philistine town of Gibbethon. 1When they heard S,
Zimri had committed treason and had assassinated i
king, that very day they chose Omri, commander- of
army, as the new king of Israel. 7So Omri led the emiliis:
army of Israel up from Gibbethon to attack Tirzah, Isresf
capital. '8When Zimri saw that the city had been takendir
went into the citadel of the palace and burned it downasiér
himself and died in the flames. 19For he, too, had dalil.
what was evil in the Lorp’s sight. He followed the exam
of Jeroboam in all the sins he had committed and led Isa
to commit. i
20The rest of the events in Zimri's reign and his consmi
acy are recorded in The Book of the History of the King -
Israel.

I

Omri Rules in Israel . ]
21But now the people of Israel were split into two factisil.
Half the people tried to make Tibni son of Ginath their kil
while the other half supported Omri. 22But Omri’s suppiis,
ers defeated the supporters of Tibni. So Tibni was K
and Omri became the next king. F s
230mri began to rule over Israel in the thirty-first yeai
King Asa’s reign in Judah. He reigned twelve years in 2l
of them in Tirzah. 24Then Omri bought the hill now kel
as Samaria from its owner, Shemer, for 150 pounds aE#l..
ver.* He builta city on itand called the city Samaria in haille.
of Shemer. 1
25But Omri did what was evil in the LoRD's sight, even il
than any of the kings before him. 26He followed the examlin-
of Jeroboam son of Nebat in all the sins he had col
and led Israel to commit. The people provoked the ang=#
the Lorp, the God of Israel, with their worthless idols. — S
27The rest of the events in Omri’s reign, the extent @il
power, and everything he did are recorded in The Bom
the History of the Kings of Israel. 2When Omri died, he
buried in Samaria. Then his son Ahab became the nextis

i

Ahab Rules in Israel 1
23Ahab son of Omri began to rule over Israel in the &
eighth year of King Asa’s reign in Judah. He reigned:
maria twenty-two years. 30But Ahab son of Omri did W
was evil in the LorD's sight, even more than any of
before him. 31And as though it were not enough to
the example of Jeroboam, he married Jezebel, the da 8
of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began to bo
in worship of Baal. 32First Ahab built a temple and
for Baal in Samaria. 33Then he set up an Asherah pois
did more to provoke the anger of the Lorp, the God 0
than any of the other kings of Israel before him.
34It was during his reign that Hiel, a man from Bethe
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wmmznded them to bring you food.”

Jlic

- Jericho. When he laid its foundations, it cost him the Th

“hisoldest son, Abiram. And when he completed itand
s gates, it cost him the life of his youngest son, Se- 14
- This all happened according to the message from the Tel
= concerning Jericho spoken by Joshua son of Nun. bef
!

21 Fed by Ravens ma
7 Now Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King the

/
/

Ahab, “As surely as the Lorp, the God of Israel, lives— 4Ot
dIserve—there will be no dew or rain duringthenext Ob:
=2rs until I give the word!” pro
“en the Loro said to Elijah, 3“Go to the east and hide by ter.
= Brook, near where it enters the Jordan River. “Drink and
e brook and eat what the ravens bring you, for [ have sav
the
Elijah did as the Loro told him and camped beside Obz

= Brook, east of the Jordan. 6The ravens brought him 7
- and meat each morning and evening, and he drank com
ne brook. 7But after a while the brook dried up, for bow
as norainfall anywhere in the land. lord

s

‘Elij:

o

= Widow at Zarephath
~ the Lorob said to Elijah, 9“Go and live in the village of

w=="ath, near the city of Sidon. I have instructed a widow you

> feed you.” Ahal
- Ne went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of sear
2ge, he saw a widow gathering sticks, and he asked end
0 'Jlgi you please bring me a little waterina cup?”1As  King
‘ going to get it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of trutl
). ter,”
~tshe sa@d, “I swear by the Lorp your God that I don’t the ]
ngle piece of bread in the house. And I have onlya Ahal
of flou_lr left in the jar and a little cooking oil in the been
of the jug. I was just gathering a few sticks to cook you,
eal, and then my son and I will die.” the I
 Elijah said to her, “Don't be afraid! Go ahead and do supp
"2t you've said, but make a little bread for me first. and i
=2 what's left to prepare a meal for yourself and your willc
orthisis what the Lorb, the God of Israel, says: There 15]
2y's be flour and olive oil left in your containers until prese
~ when the Lorp sends rain and the crops grow day.”
16¢
she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her Ahab
-ontinued to eat for many days. 16There was always claimr
* Tlour and olive oil left in the containers, just as the w
=d promised through Elijah. andy
me time later the woman’s son became sick. He grew to ob
“xdworse, and finally he died. 8Then she said to Eli- image
man of God, what have you done to me? Have you Mour
=re to point out my sins and kill my son?” 4007
+* Elijah replied, “Give me your son.” And he took the 208
~ody from her arms, carried him up the stairs to the propt
ere he was staying, and laid the body on his bed. them
tlijah cried out to the Lorp, “O Lorp my God, why betwe
2 brought tragedy to this widow who has openedher Baal i
- me, causing her son to die?” pletel
= he stretched himself out over the child three times 227
“=J out to the Lorb, “O LorD my God, please let this Lorp
‘e return to him.” 22The Lorp heard Elijah’s prayer, two b
fe of the child returned, and he revived! 23Then Eli- they v
him down from the upper room and gavehimto their :
e Look!” he said. “Your son is alive!” other
=7 the woman told Elijah, “Now I know for sure that to it. 2
® 2 man of God, and that the Lorp truly speaks thena
™ you. to the

cient Hebrew scribal tradition reads He killed
"=w who eat at Jezebel’s table.

his oldest son when he laid its f
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‘ow Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King
+hab, “As surely as the Lorb, the God of Israel, lives—
- [serve—there will be no dew or rain during the next
=7s until I give the word!”

7 the Lorp said to Elijah, 3“Go to the east and hide by
5rook, near where it enters the Jordan River. 4Drink
“2 brook and eat what the ravens bring you, for I have
ded them to bring you food.”
=ljjah did as the Lorb told him and camped beside
Zrook, east of the Jordan. 6The ravens brought him
1d meat each morning and evening, and he drank
“2 brook. 7But after a while the brook dried up, for

=5 no rainfall anywhere in the land.
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"2 Lorp said to Elijah, *“Go and live in the village of
th, near the city of Sidon. I have instructed a widow
‘eed you.”

“2 went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of

=22, he saw a widow gathering sticks, and he asked
Jldyou please bring me alittle water ina cup?” 11As
Zoing to get it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of

she said, “I swear by the Lorp your God that I don’t
“gle piece of bread in the house. And I have only a
2f flour left in the jar and a little cooking ol in the
© the jug. I was just gathering a few sticks to cook
meal, and then my son and I will die.”
=lijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do
* you've said, but make a little bread for me first.
= what's left to prepare a meal for yourself and your
- thisiswhat the Lorp, the God of Israel, says: There
s be flour and olive oil left in your containers until
when the Lorp sends rain and the crops grow

“e did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her
-ntinued to eat for many days. '6There was always
“lour and olive oil left in the containers, just as the
- promised through Elijah.
~< time later the woman’s son became sick. He grew

2 worse, and finally he died. 18Then she said to Eli-
~2n of God, what have you done to me? Have you
"= to point out my sins and kill my son?”
=ljah replied, “Give me your son.” And he took the

“ody from her arms, carried him up the stairs to the
“=re he was staying, and laid the body on his bed.
~7jah cried out to the Lorb, “O Lorp my God, why
- brought tragedy to this widow who has opened her
Te, causing her son to die?”
“e stretched himself out over the child three times
- out to the Lorp, “O Lorp my God, please let this
= return to him.” 22The Lorb heard Elijah’s prayer,
‘e of the child returned, and he revived! 2Then Eli-
=t him down from the upper room and gave him to
== “Look!” he said. “Your son is alive!”
" the woman told Elijah, “Now I know for sure that
: man of God, and that the Lorp truly speaks
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The Contest on Mount Carmel
1 8 Later on, in the third year of the drought, the Lorp
said to Elijah, “Go and present yourself to King Ahab.
Tell him that Iwill soon send rain!” 2So Elijah went to appear
before Ahab.

Meanwhile, the famine had become very severe in Sa-
maria. 380 Ahab summofied Obadiah, who was in charge of
the palace. (Obadiah was a devoted follower of the Loro.
4Once when Jezebel had tried to’kill all the Lorp’s prophets,
Obadiah had hidden 100 of them in two caves. He put fifty
prophets in each cave and supplied them with food and wa-
ter.) SAhab said to Obadiah, “We must check every spring
and valley in the land to see if we can find enough grass to
save at least some of my horses and mules.” éSo they divided
the land between them. Ahab went one way by himself, and
Obadiah went another way by himself.

7As Obadiah was walking along, he suddenly saw Elijah
coming toward him. Obadiah recognized him at once
bowed low to the ground before him. “Is it really
lord Elijah?” he asked.

8Yes, it is,” Elijah replied. “Now go and tell your
‘Elijah is here."”

“Oh, sir,” Obadiah protested, “what harm have I
you that you are sending me to my de:
Ahab? 19For I swear by the Lorp your G«
searched every nation and kingdom
end to find you. And each time he was
King Ahab forced the king of
truth of his claim. 1"And now
ter, “Elijah is here.”” 12But 2
the Lorp will carry you 2
Ahab comes and ca
been a true servan
you, my lord, abot
the Lorp’s pr
supplied ther
and tell your
will certal

15But Elijah said, “T swear by the Lozn Alm
presence I stand, that I will present myself
day.”

1680 Obadiah went to tell Ahab that E
Ahab went out to meet Elijah. 7When A=
claimed, “So, is it really you, you troubl

18“T have made no trouble for Isrzel.
and your family are the troublemakers
to obey the commands of the Lozp z
images of Baal instead. "Now summ
Mount Carmel, along with the 450
400 prophets of Asherah who arz

2050 Ahab summoned all the
prophets to Mount Carmel. 2'Th
them and said, “How much long
between two opinions? If the Lozo
Baal is God, then follow him!" But
pletely silent.

22Then Elijah said to them. “T 2
Lorp who is left, but Baal 1s. ZNow bring
two bulls. The prophets of B2zl may choose whichever one
they wish and cut it into pieces and lay it on the wood of
their altar, but without sefting fire to it. I will prepare the
other bull and lay it on the wood on the altar, but not set fire
to it. 24Then call on the name of your god, and I will call on
the name of the Loro. The god who answers by setting fire
to the wood is the true God!” And all the people agreed.

1

s prophet of the

“ent Hebrew scribal tradition reads He killed his oldest son when he laid its foundations, and he killed his youngest son when he set up its gates.

« who eat at Jezebel's table.
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25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “You go first,
for there are many of you. Choose one of the bulls, and pre-
pare it and call on the name of your god. But do not set fire
to the wood.”

2650 they prepared one of the bulls and placed it on the
altar. Then they called on the name of Baal from morning
until noontime, shouting, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was
no reply of any kind. Then they danced, hobbling around
the altar they had made.

27About noontime Elijah began mocking them. “You'll
have to shout louder,” he scoffed, “for surely he is a god! Per-
haps he is daydreaming, or is relieving himself.* Or maybe
he is away on a trip, or is asleep and needs to be wakened!”

2850 they shouted louder, and following their normal cus-
tom, they cut themselves with knives and swords until the
blood gushed out. 22They raved all afternoon until the time
of the evening sacrifice, but still there was no sound, no re-
ply, no response.

30Then Elijah called to the people, “Come over here!”
They all crowded around him as he repaired the altar of the
Loro that had been torn down. 3'He took twelve stones, one
to represent each of the tribes of Israel,* 32and he used the
stones to rebuild the altar in the name of the Lorp. Then he
dug a trench around the altar large enough to hold about
three gallons.* 33He piled wood on the altar, cut the bull into
pieces, and laid the pieces on the wood.

Then he said, “Fill four large jars with water, and pour the
water over the offering and the wood.”

34After they had done this, he said, “Do the same thing
again!” And when they were finished, he said, “Now do it a
third time!” So they did as he said, 35and the water ran
around the altar and even filled the trench.

36At the usual time for offering the evening sacrifice, Eli-
jah the prophet walked up to the altar and prayed, “O Lorb,
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,* prove today that you are
God in Israel and that I am your servant. Prove that I have
done all this at your command. 370 Lorp, answer me! An-
swer me so these people will know that you, O Lorp, are God
and that you have brought them back to yourself.”

38Immediately the fire of the Lorp flashed down from
heaven and burned up the young bull, the wood, the stones,
and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the trench! 3°And
when all the people saw it, they fell face down on the ground
and cried out, “The Lorp—he is God! Yes, the Lorb is God!”

4Then Elijah commanded, “Seize all the prophets of
Baal. Don't let a single one escape!” So the people seized
them all, and Elijah took them down to the Kishon Valley
and killed them there.

Elijah Prays for Rain
#1Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go get something to eat and
drink, for I hear a mighty rainstorm coming!”

4230 Ahab went to eat and drink. But Elijah climbed to the
top of Mount Carmel and bowed low to the ground and
prayed with his face between his knees.

43Then he said to his servant, “Go and look out toward the
sea.”

The servant went and looked, then returned to Elijah and
said, “I didn’t see anything.”

Seven times Elijah told him to go and look. 44Finally the
seventh time, his servant told him, “I saw a little cloud about
the size of a man'’s hand rising from the sea.”

Then Elijah shouted, “Hurry to Ahab and tell him, ‘Climb

18:27 Or is busy somewhere else, or is engaged in business.
will be Israel.”  18:32 Hebrew 2seahs [12 liters] of seed.

0ld Testament, referring sometimes to the individual patriarch and sometimes to the nation.
19:16 Hebrew descendant of Nimshi; compare to 2 Kgs 9:2, 14.

another name for Sinai.

18:31 Hebrew each of the tribes of the sons of Jacob to whom the LORD had said, “Your ram
18:36 Hebrew and Israel. The names “Jacob” and “Israel” are often interchanged througha

into your chariot and go back home. If you don’t hurry:
rain will stop you!"”

45And soon the sky was black with clouds. A heavy
brought a terrific rainstorm, and Ahab left quickly for Jezss
el. 46Then the Lorp gave special strength to Elijah.$
tucked his cloak into his belt* and ran ahead of Ahab's it
iot all the way to the entrance of Jézreel. 5

Elijah Flees to Sinai .
1 9 When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything®
jah had done, including the way he had killed ali
prophets of Baal. 2So Jezebel sent this message to El
“May the gods strike me and even kill me if by this time
morrow I have not killed you just as you killed them.”
3Elijah was afraid and fled for his life. He went to Be
sheba, a town in Judah, and he left his servant there.
hewent on alone into the wilderness, traveling all day. Hes
down under a solitary broom tree and prayed that he ms
die. “T have had enough, Lorp,” he said. “Take my life, Sl «
am no better than my ancestors who have already died™ %
5Then he lay down and slept under the broom tree. B
he was sleeping, an angel touched him and told him, “Ge
and eat!” He looked around and there beside his head®
some bread baked on hot stones and a jar of water! So
and drank and lay down again. B
7Then the angel of the Lorp came again and touched##li..
and said, “Get up and eat some more, or the journey a
will be too much for you.”
8S0 he got up and ate and drank, and the food gavesilt
enough strength to travel forty days and forty nighsi#
Mount Sinai,* the mountain of God. °There he came
cave, where he spent the night.

The LORD Speaks to Elijah i
But the Lorb said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijai
10Elijah replied, “I have zealously served the LorD GOt
mighty. But the people of Israel have broken their cove
with you, torn down your altars, and killed every one of s
prophets. I am the only one left, and now they are ti
kill me, too.” 1
11“Go out and stand before me on the mountain"##
Loro told him. And as Elijah stood there, the Lorp pasiii
by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain. It was Su
terrible blast that the rocks were torn loose, but the &
was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthg
but the Lorp was not in the earthquake. 2And aftes
earthquake there was a fire, but the Lorp was not in
And after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whissi-
13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak#
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 1
And a voice said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?® #ir
14He replied again, “I have zealously served the Lorsil
Almighty. But the people of Israel have broken theird
enant with you, torn down your altars, and killed ever
of your prophets. I am the only one left, and now
trying tokill me, too.”
15Then the Lorp told him, “Go back the same wa
came, and travel to the wilderness of Damascus. Whes
arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king of Aram. '6Thena
Jehu grandson of Nimshi* to be king of Israel, and anoz
sha son of Shaphat from the town of Abel-meholah?
place you as my prophet. 7Anyone who escapes from
will be killed by Jehu, and those who escape Jehu

18:46 Hebrew He bound up hisloins. 19:8 Hebrew t2#

= drinking in their tents.* *

: :;v;icto'ry over Ben-Hadad
2 certain prophet came to see King Ahab of Israel ]

"20 asked, “How will he do it?”

= March or April,

%y Elishal 18Yet I will preserve 7,000 i
i | others in Israel
#'= never bowed down to Baal or kissed him!”

= Zzll of Elisha

2n went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowi
fiere were twelve teams of oxen in thg fielg, ;)Ivlv&r%g]:
= plowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over to
= threw f_us cloak across his shoulders and then
< away. AZOEhsh_a left the oxen standing there, ran after
. an d said to him, “First let me 80 and kiss my father
other good-bye, and then I will go with you!”
2 giprlrled' “Go on back, but think about what [ have
E:isha returned to his oxen and slaughtered
tr,ne wood from the plow to build a firg to roas’tt }tltfglr
—,ipassed around the meat to the townspeople, and
“. zte. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant,

"'4 a dad Attacks Samaria
About that time King Ben-hadad of Aram mobilj
< fis army, supported by the chariots and hglir)slgszf)?
"0 allied kings. They went to besiege Samaria, the
- "Israel, and launched attacks against it, ZBen-ha’dad
=ssengers into the city to relay this message to King
] Asraelg “This is what Ben-hadad says: 3'Your silver
- aremine, and so are your wives and the best of your

» right, my lord the king” I s ki i |
gl " Israel’s ki ”
waoute 4 g, Ing replied. “All ]
7 Ben-hadad's messengers returned agai id,
L Y again and said,
fat Ben-hadad says: Thave already demanded that
= ,;e your silver, gold, wives, and children. 6But about
e Ciotr;;té)rﬁow I w1;1 send my officials to search your
7 omes of your people. They will t
ng r)lfog consider valuable!’” Y e b
7 Ahab summoned all the elders of the land iqd
A y the and said
. L::(;k hé)w thlsd m}:lm Is stirring up trouble! T already s
- "1t his demand that I give him my wi il-
~dsilver and gold.” 4 RO 4

7't give in to any more demands ”

Wl y ds,” all the elders and
.-,lab told t‘he messengers from Ben-hadad, “Say this to
< the king: Twill give you everything you asked for the
e, but I cannot accept this last demand of yours.” So
—s<ngers returned to Ben-hadad with that response.
en Ben-hadad sent this message to Ahab: “May the d:

'xe me and even kill me if there remaing enough i

“
L

om Samaria to provide even a handful for each of my fl
kil

"= king of Israel sent back this answer: “A jor i
2 on his sword for battle should not b Aol
"0 has already won.” bk the

=0's reply reached Ben-hadad and the other kings as sel
Prepare to attack!” Ben- IOF

ommanded his officers. So they prepared to attack 1N
kin
‘Ple

2 him, “This is what the Lorp says: Do you see all bro

~emy forces? Today I will hand them all over to you. 3

2 will know that I am the Lorp.” onl

7¢ prophet replied, “This is what the Lorp says:
he tre ; s:The B
- the provincial commanders will do it * . eI;

Succoth; alsoin 20:16.  20:22 Hebrew at the turn of the year; similarly
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Elishal '8Yet I will preserve 7,000 others in Israel
= never bowed down to Baal or kissed him!”

of Elisha
z1 went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a
“=re were twelve teams of oxen in the field, and Eli-
olowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over to
- threw his cloak across his shoulders and then
zway. 2°Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after
~d said to him, “First let me go and kiss my father
et good-bye, and then I will go with you!”
- replied, “Go on back, but think about what I have
ou.”
=lisha returned to his oxen and slaughtered them.
- tne wood from the plow to build a fire to roast their
~= passed around the meat to the townspeople, and
z'e. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant.

w-~zdad Attacks Samaria

-

“bout that time King Ben-hadad of Aram mobilized

= "5 army, supported by the chariots and horses of

) allied kings. They went to besiege Samaria, the
“ Israel, and launched attacks against it. 2Ben-hadad
ssengers into the city to relay this message to King
Israel: “This is what Ben-hadad says: 3‘Your silver
- zremine, and so are your wives and the best of your

“ght, my lord the king,” Israel’s king replied. “All

2 1s yours!”

3en-hadad’s messengers returned again and said,

hat Ben-hadad says: ‘Thave already demanded that
e your silver, gold, wives, and children. 6But about
= tomorrow I will send my officials to search your
~d the homes of your people. They will take away
~2 you consider valuable!”

~ 4hab summoned all the elders of the land and said

Look how this man is stirring up trouble! I already
1 his demand that I give him my wives and chil-

- sllver and gold.”

* give in to any more demands,” all the elders and
~= advised.

“2b told the messengers from Ben-hadad, “Say this to
e king: Twill give you everything you asked for the
= but I cannot accept this last demand of yours.'” So

=ngers returned to Ben-hadad with that response.

" Ben-hadad sent this message to Ahab: “May the
<2 me and even kill me if there remains enough

~ Samaria to provide even a handful for each of my

<ng of Israel sent back this answer: “A warrior

= his sword for battle should not boast like a war-

“2s already won.”

- sreply reached Ben-hadad and the other kings as
“rinking in their tents.* “Prepare to attack!” Ben-

—manded his officers. So they prepared to attack

Victory over Ben-Hadad
=rtain prophet came to see King Ahab of Israel
“m, “This is what the Lorb says: Do you see all
“v forces? Today I will hand them all over to you.
1llknow that I am the Lorp.”
zsked, “How will he do it?”
orophet replied, “This is what the Lorp says: The
~e provincial commanders will do it.”

coth; alsoin 20:16.
“chor April.
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“Should we attack first?” Ahab asked.

“Yes,” the prophet answered.

1580 Ahab mustered the troops of the 232 provincial
commanders. Then he called out the rest of the army of Is-
rael, some 7,000 men. '6About noontime, as Ben-hadad and
the thirty-two allied kings were still in their tents drinking
themselves into a stupor, 17the troops of the provincial com-
manders marched out of the city as the first contingent.

As they approached, Ben-hadad’s scouts reported to him,
“Some troops are coming from Samaria.”

'8“Take them alive,” Ben-hadad commanded, “whether
they have come for peace or for war.”

19But Ahab’s provincial commanders and the entire army
had now come out to fight. 20Each Israelite soldier killed his
Aramean opponent, and suddenly the entire Aramean army
panicked and fled. The Israelites chased them, but King
Ben-hadad and a few of his charioteers escaped on horses.
21However, the king of Israel destroyed the other horses and
chariots and slaughtered the Arameans.

22Afterward the prophet said to King Ahab, “Get ready for
another attack. Begin making plans now, for the king of
Aram will come back next spring.*”

Ben-Hadad’s Second Attack

23After their defeat, Ben-hadad'’s officers said to him, “The
Israelite gods are gods of the hills; that is why they won. But
we can beat them easily on the plains. 24Only this time re-
place the kings with field commanders! 25Recruit another
army like the one you lost. Give us the same number of
horses, chariots, and men, and we will fight against them on
the plains. There’s no doubt that we will beat them.” So King
Ben-hadad did as they suggested.

26The following spring he called up the Aramean army
and marched out against Israel, this time at Aphek. 27Israel
then mustered its army, set up supply lines, and marched
out for battle. But the Israelite army looked like two little
flocks of goats in comparison to the vast Aramean forces
that filled the countryside!

28Then the man of God went to the king of Israel and said,
“This is what the Lorp says: The Arameans have said, ‘The
Loro is a god of the hills and not of the plains.” So I will de-
feat this vast army for you. Then you will know that I am the
Lorp.”

2The two armies camped opposite each other for seven
days, and on the seventh day the battle began. The Israelites
killed 100,000 Aramean foot soldiers in one day. 30The rest
fled into the town of Aphek, but the wall fell on them and
killed another 27,000. Ben-hadad fled into the town and
hid in a secret room.

31Ben-hadad’s officers said to him, “Sir, we have heard
that the kings of Israel are merciful. So let's humble our-
selves by wearing burlap around our waists and putting
ropes on our heads, and surrender to the king of Israel.
Then perhaps he will let you live.”

3280 they put on burlap and ropes, and they went to the
king of Israel and begged, “Your servant Ben-hadad says,
‘Please let me live!'”

The king of Israel responded, “Is he still alive? He is my
brother!”

33The men took this as a good sign and quickly picked up
on his words. “Yes,” they said, “your brother Ben-hadad!”

“Go and get him,” the king of Israel told them. And when
Ben-hadad arrived, Ahab invited him up into his chariot.

34Ben-hadad told him, “I will give back the towns my

20:22 Hebrew at the turn of the year; similarly in 20:26. The first day of the year in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar
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father took from your father, and you may establish places
of trade in Damascus, as my father did in Samaria.”

Then Ahab said, “I will release you under these condi-
tions.” So they made a new treaty, and Ben-hadad was set
free.

A Prophet Condemns Ahab
35Meanwhile, the Lorp instructed one of the group of
prophets to say to another man, “Hit me!” But the man re-
fused to hit the prophet. 36Then the prophet told him, “Be-
cause you have not obeyed the voice of the Lorp, a lion will
kill you as soon as you leave me.” And when he had gone, a
lion did attack and kill him.

37Then the prophet turned to another man and said, “Hit
me!” So he struck the prophet and wounded him.

38The prophet placed a bandage over his eyes to disguise
himself and then waited beside the road for the king. 3As
the king passed by, the prophet called out to him, “Sir,  was
in the thick of battle, and suddenly a man brought me a pris-
oner. He said, ‘Guard this man; if for any reason he gets
away, you will either die or pay a fine of seventy-five
pounds* of silver!’ “But while I was busy doing something
else, the prisoner disappeared!”

“Well, it's your own fault,” the king replied. “You have
brought the judgment on yourself.”

41Then the prophet quickly pulled the bandage from his
eyes, and the king of Israel recognized him as one of the
prophets. 42The prophet said to him, “This is what the Lorp
says: Because you have spared the man I said must be de-
stroyed,* now you must die in his place, and your people will
die instead of his people.” 43S0 the king of Israel went home
to Samaria angry and sullen.

Naboth’s Vineyard
2 Now there was a man named Naboth, from Jezreel,
who owned a vineyard in Jezreel beside the palace of
King Ahab of Samaria. 20ne day Ahab said to Naboth, “Since
your vineyard is so convenient to my palace, I would like to
buy it to use as a vegetable garden. I will give you a better
vineyard in exchange, or if you prefer, I will pay you for it.”
3But Naboth replied, “The Lorp forbid that I should give
you theinheritance that was passed down by my ancestors.”
4S80 Ahab went home angry and sullen because of Na-
both’s answer. The king went to bed with his face to the wall
and refused to eat!

5“What's the matter?” his wife Jezebel asked him.
“What's made you so upset that you're not eating?”

6“I asked Naboth to sell me his vineyard or trade it, but he
refused!” Ahab told her.

7"Are you the king of Israel or not?” Jezebel demanded.
“Get up and eat something, and don’t worry about it. I'll get
you Naboth’s vineyard!”

850 she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them with
his seal, and sent them to the elders and other leaders of the
town where Naboth lived. In her letters she commanded:
“Call the citizens together for fasting and prayer, and give
Naboth a place of honor. 1°And then seat two scoundrels
across from him who will accuse him of cursing God and the
king. Then take him out and stone him to death.”

1180 the elders and other town leaders followed the in-
structions Jezebel had written in the letters. 12They called for
a fast and put Naboth at a prominent place before the peo-
ple. *Then the two scoundrels came and sat down across
from him. And they accused Naboth before all the people,

saying, “He cursed God and the king.” So he was dragged
side the town and stoned to death. 14The town leaders ]
sent word to Jezebel, “Naboth has been stoned to death.”
15When Jezebel heard the news, she said to Ahab, *
know the vineyard Naboth wouldn't sell you? Well, you
have it now! He’s dead!” 16So Ahab immediately went d
to the vineyard of Naboth to claimt.
17But the LoRro said to Elijah,* 18“Go down to meet K
Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria. He will be at Naba
vineyard in Jezreel, claiming it for himself. 19Give hi .
message: ‘This is what the Lorp says: Wasn't it enoughl
you killed Naboth? Must you rob him, too? Because you H“‘:
done this, dogs will lick your blood at the very place
they licked the blood of Naboth!"” W
20“So, my enemy, you have found me!” Ahab exclaimﬁm
Elijah. ¥
“Yes,” Elijah answered, “I have come because you &=#"
sold yourself to what is evil in the Lorp’s sight. 21So now
Lorb says, ‘I will bring disaster on you and consume yo
will destroy every one of your male descendants, slave
free alike, anywhere in Israel! 22 am going to destroy ¥§
family as I did the family of Jeroboam son of Nebat and
family of Baasha son of Ahijah, for you have made me
angry and have led Israel into sin.’
23“And regarding Jezebel, the Lorp says, ‘Dogs
Jezebel's body at the plot of land in Jezreel.* .
24“The members of Ahab'’s family who die in the cify¥i®
be eaten by dogs, and those who die in the field will be
by vultures.” .
25(No one else so completely sold himself to what was#
in the LorD’s sight as Ahab did under the influence &
wife Jezebel. 26His worst outrage was worshiping idols* i
as the Amorites had done—the people whom the Loro @#*
driven out from the land ahead of the Israelites.)
27But when Ahab heard this message, he tore his clot
dressed in burlap, and fasted. He even slept in burlap
went about in deep mourning. ]
28Then another message from the Lorp came to B
29“Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before
Because he has done this, I will not do what I promised
ing his lifetime. It will happen to his sons; I will destre
dynasty.”

Jehoshaphat and Ahab
2 2 For three years there was no war between Aram
Israel. 2Then during the third year, King Je

phat of Judah went to visit King Ahab of Israel. 3During
visit, the king of Israel said to his officials, “Do you re#l
that the town of Ramoth-gilead belongs to us? And yetw#l
done nothing to recapture it from the king of Aram!”

4Then he turned to Jehoshaphat and asked, “Will you
me in battle to recover Ramoth-gilead?” ‘

Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel, “
course! You and I are as one. My troops are your troopsil
my horses are your horses.” SThen Jehoshaphat added %
first let's find out what the Lorp says.” '

6So the king of Israel summoned the prophets, a
400 of them, and asked them, “Should I go to war 2
Ramoth-gilead, or should I hold back?”

They all replied, “Yes, go right ahead! The Lord
the king victory.”

7But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not also a prop
the Lorp here? We should ask him the same question." §

1

20:39 Hebrew Italent [34 kilograms].  20:42 The Hebrew term used here refers to the complete consecration of things or people to the LORD, either s
by destroying them or by giving them as an offering.  21:17 Hebrew Elijah the Tishbite; alsoin 21:28. 21:23 As in several Hebrew manuscripts, Syras.
and Latin Vulgate (see also 2 Kgs 9:26, 36); most Hebrew manuscripts read at the citywall.  21:26 The Hebrew term (literally round things) probably m

alludes to dung.

“7=n Micaiah continued, “Listen to Wwhat the Lorb says!

0 3.D>lea.ve me to speak to you?” he demanded.
"< Micaiah replied, “You will find out soon enough Ophir

< Micaiah replied, “If you return safely,

ne king of Israel replied to Jehoshaphat, “There is one |
“=manwho could consult the Lorp for us, butIhate him.
“=ver prophesies anything but trouble for me! His name
“aiah son of Imlah.” 1
“oshaphat replied, “That's not the way a ki 2
Let's hgar what he has to say.” P t
- the king of Israel called one of his officials and said, - t
<! Bring Micaiah son of Imlah.” ' n
ziah Prophesies against Ahab k
"2 Ahab of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah, h
=d in their royal robes, were sitting on thrones at thé s
“ing floor near the gate of Samaria. Al of Ahab’s n
~=Is were prophesying there in front of therm. ! Oneof rc
Zedekiah son of Kenaanah, made some iron horns st
';clalmed, “This is what the Lorp says: With these cc
ou will gore the Arameans to death!” st
the other prophets agreed. “Yes,” they said, “goup to
n ~gﬂ?51d and be victorious, for the Lorp will give the at
“tory! joi
=anwhile, the messenger who went to get Micaiah said i?e]
Look, all the prophets are promising victory for the wc
“esure tbat you agree with them and promise success.”
-1 Micaiah replied, “As surely as the Loro lives, I will pr
what _thq Loro tells me to say.” fro
e A;illca;llahl (zjarrived before the king, Ahab asked eve
, should we go to war again -gi
. i b g gainst Ramoth-gilead, ranE
21 replied sarcastically, “Yes, g0 up and be victori- bur
‘e Lorp will give the king victory!” of ¢
the king replied sharply, “How many times must I why
that you speak only the truth to me when you speak 3
- RD? ) ) did
Micaiah told him, “In a vision I saw all Israel scat- buil
" the mountains, like sheep without a shepherd. And Isra
o said, "Their master has been killed.* Send them king
peace.””
't I tell you?” the king of Israel exclaimed toJe- Jeh

#iCrat “He never prophesies anything but trouble for 41je]

four
en h | thirt
= LORD sitting on his throne with all the armies of Jeru:
zround him, on his right and on his left, 20And the daug
#d, "'Who can entice Ahab to go into battle against 43
-gilead so he can be killed?’ his
°S Were many suggestions, 2'and finally a spirit ap- *Dur
= the Lorp and said, ‘I can do it" shrir
“owwill you do this?" the Lorp asked. incer
- the spirit replied, T will go out and inspire all of of Ist
~rophets to speak lies.’ 45
- will succeed,’ said the Lorp. ‘Go aheadand doit’  of hi
'ou see, the Lorp has put a lying spirit in the Book
of ill your prophets. For the Lorp has pronounced from
m tutes,

“=n Zedekiah son of Kenaanah walked up to Micaiah his fa

~ed him across the face. “Since when did the Spirit 4(

4],

Juare trying to hide in some secret room!” disast
Test him!” the king of Israel ordered. “Take him Ahazi
Amon, ﬂ:l@ governor of the city, and to my son Joash. men s
Tiem this order from the king: ‘Put this man in fused
2nd feed him nothing but bread and water until I S0A
2fely from the battlel’” tors in
it will mean nextk

=7ew These people have no master. 22:34 Hebrew Turn
i A : Your hand.  22:38 (
armor.  22:43 Verses 22:43b-53 are numbered 22:44-54 in Hebrew text.
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ng of Israel replied to Jehoshaphat, “There is one ~ that the Lorp has not spoken through me!” Then he added
who could consult the Lorb for us, but I hate him.  to those standing around, “Everyone mark my words!”

= orophesies anything but trouble for me! His name
27 son of Imlah.” The Death of Ahab

“=phat replied, “That's not the way a king should 29So King Ahab of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah led
near what he has to say.” their armies against Ramoth-gilead. 3°The king of Israel said

= King of Israel called one of his officials and said, - to Jehoshaphat, “As we go into battle, I will disguise myself so
“ring Micaiah son of Imlah.” no one will recognize me, but you wear your royal robes.” So

theking of Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle.

3'Meanwhile, the king of Aram had issued these ordersto
“2b of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah, his thirty-two chariot commanders: “Attack only the king of
7 their royal robes, were sitting on thrones at the Israel. Don't bother with anyone else!” 32So when the Ara-

= floor near the gate of Samaria. All of Ahab’s mean chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat in his royal

vere prophesying there in front of them. 110ne of robes, they went after him. “There is the king of Israel!” they

=-ekiah son of Kenaanah, made some iron horns  shouted. But when Jehoshaphat called out, 33the chariot

- will gore the Arameans to death!” stopped chasing him.

“2 other prophets agreed. “Yes,” they said, “goup to 34An Aramean soldier, however, randomly shot an arrow

= 'ead and be victorious, for the Lorp will give the at the Israelite troops and hit the king of Israel between the

y joints of his armor. “Turn the horses* and get me out of
“while, the messenger who went to getMicaiahsaid here!” Ahab groaned to the driver of his chariot. “I'm badly

-20K, all the prophets are promising victory for the wounded!”

~re thatyou agree with them and promise success.” 35The battle raged all that day, and the king remained
\caiah replied, “As surely as the Lorp lives, Iwill propped up in his chariot facing the Arameans. Th
nat the Loro tells me to say.” from his wound ran down to the floor of hi

" Micaiah arrived before the king, Ahab asked evening arrived he died. 3¢Just as the sun v
ziah, should we go to war against Ramoth-gilead, ran through his troops: “We're done for?

" replied sarcastically, “Yes, go up and be victori- buried there. 38Then his chario

"2 king replied sharply, “How many times must I
“aLyou speak only the truth to me when you speak 39The rest of the ews
2p?” did, including the
“icaiah told him, “In a vision I saw all Israel scat- built, are recorde
' mountains, like sheep without a shepherd. And Israel. #So Ahzh
:2id, ‘Their master has been killed.* Send them king.

q

He never prophesies anything but trouble for “Jehoshaphat son of Asa
fourth year of King Ahab's T
licaiah continued, “Listen to what the Lorp says!  thirty-five years old when he became
-ORD sitting on his throne with all the armies of Jerusalem twenty-five years. His moth
-nd him, on his right and on his left. 20And the daughter of Shilhi.
‘Who can entice Ahab to go into battle against “Jehoshaphat was a good king, follo
2ad s0 he can be killed?’ his father, Asa. He did what was pleas
<re many suggestions, 2'and finally a spirit ap- *During his reign, however, he failed 1o
¢ Lorp and said, I can do it/ shrines, and the people still offered sacr:
«1ll you do this?’ the Lorp asked. incense there. “Jehoshaphat also made o

= spirit replied, ‘T will go out and inspire all of of Israel. i -

Chets to speak lies.’ “sTherest of the events in Jehoshaphat's reign
succeed,’ said the Lorp. ‘Go ahead and doit’  of his power, and the wars he waged

- see, the Lorp has put a lying spirit in the Book of the History of the Kings of Jud

=! your prophets. For the Lorp has pronounced from the land the rest of the male and fem

tutes, who still continued their practices from

-=dekiah son of Kenaanah walked up to Micaiah his father, Asa.

- Nim across the face. “Since when did the Spirit  47(There wasno kinginEdomat thatt
=ave me to speak to you?” he demanded. “8Jehoshaphat also built a fleet o
-2iah replied, “You will find out soon enough  Ophir for gold. But the ships never set

= rying to hide in some secret room!” disaster in their home port of Ezi

im!” the king of Israel ordered. “Take him Ahaziah son of Ahab had proposed hoshaphat, “Let my

-71. the governor of the city, and to my sonjJoash. men sail with your men in the ships.” But Jehoshaphat re-

~ this order from the king: ‘Put this man in fused the request.

-2ed him nothing but bread and water until [ ®When Jehoshaphat died, he was buried with his ances-
‘rom the battlel’” tors in the City of David. Then his son Jehoram became the

21zh replied, “If you return safely, it will mean next king.

“wese people have no master.  22:34 Hebrew Turn your hand.  22:38 Or his blood, and the prostitutes bathed in itJ; or his blood, and they
22:43 Verses 22:43b-53 are numbered 22:44-54 in Hebrew text.  22:48 Hebrew 'fleet of ships of Tarshish.

eputy.)
tosailto
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Ahaziah Rules in Israel

i - the example of Jero
51Ahaziah son of Ahab began to rule over Israel in the seven !

y g ah.Here d Ba
.Hert 1gned sin. 53He serve B

teenth year of Kir ]ehoshaphat sreignin ud:

in Samaria two years 52But he did what was evilin the LORD’S ger of the LOrRD the

i ther
i i example of his father and mof
et meboam Eon of Nebat, who had k_ed Israel!
1 and worshiped him, provoking the'j ‘
God of Israel,just as his father had do ¢

2 Kings

Author Uncertain; some have suggested Jeremiah or
|tz Written Uncertain, possibly shortly after King Jehoiact
Content If you have ever seen a salmon struggling to :

like to be a good king in Israel or judah. In 2
the current of evil. Only a handful struggle to
immorality, and complacency that surrounds
wickedness, the prophets often take center st
the consequences of sin. Ultimately, however
tragedies that changed the face of Israel’s his
destroyed by the Assyrians, and in 586 B.C. th
the Babylonians. As in the book of 1 Kings, all
result of the idolatry and wickedness that pen

Biizn Confronts King Ahaziah vant
T “fter King Ahab’s death, the land of Moab rebelled dest
il - zzainst Israel. life!

-ne day Israel’s new king, Ahaziah, fell through the 1
“=work of an upper room at his palace in Samaria and him,
iously injured. So he sent messengers to the temple with
zebub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether he would 16
er. Why
“ut the angel of the Loro told Elijah, who was from Tish- ron,
-0 and confront the messengers of the king of Samaria el to
them, ‘Is there no God in Israel? Why are you going done
zebub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether the kingwill will s
?*Now, therefore, this is what the Lorp says: Youwill 17
leave the bed you are lying on; you will surely die.”” So  throt

" went to deliver the message. him,
Ten the messengers returned to the king, he asked place
. “Why have you returned so soon?” hosh,

7y replied, “A man came up o us and told us to go _ ®

‘70 the king and give him this message. ‘Thisiswhatthe TheB

i says: Is there no God in Israel? Why are you sending Eliial

¥ 0 Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether youwill 43
“v=r? Therefore, because you have done this, you will

M= leave the bed you are lying on; you will surely die.’”

2

“What sort of man was he?” the king demanded. “What gal. 4

1 Lo told n
look like?

2y replied, “He was a hairy man,* and he wore a ym?r]'slj

* belt around his waist.” gethel

- “7ah from Tishbe!” the king exclaimed. 3Tk
' "7en he sent an army captain with fifty soldiers to ar- asked
I 2:m. They found him sitting on top of a hill. The €ap- yourr
z1d to him, “Man of God, the king has commanded you “0Of

“me down with us.” about
"t Elijah replied to the captain, “If I am a man of God, 4T
i 7= come down from heaven and destroy you and your g m
" —en!” Then fire fell from heaven and killed them all. But

0 the king sent another captain with fifty men. The you yo
f=71 said to him, “Man of God, the king demands that You gether
IF= Cown at once.” 5Th

“Hahreplied, “If 1 am a man of God, let fire comedown shaan
" “<aven and destroy you and your fifty men!” And again  take yc

= of God fell from heaven and killed them all. “of
ce more the king sent a third captain with fiftymen. about
“s time the captain went up the hill and fell to his STh
= before Elijah. He pleaded with him, “O man of God, told m¢
pare my life and the lives of these, your fifty ser- But .
¢ was wearing clothing made of hair. 1:17 Hebrew Jehoram, a variant spelling




ample of his father and mothe
m son of Nebat, who had led Isr=
1d worshiped him, provoking &
i of Israel, just as his father had

2 Kings

“uthor Uncertain; some have suggested Jeremiah or a group of prophets
Vritten Uncertain, possibly shortly after King Jehoiachin’s release in 562 B.C.

-ontent If you have ever seen a salmon struggling to swim upstream, you have an idea of what it was

like to be a good king in Israel or Judah. In 2 Kings, most of the kings simply go along with

the current of evil. Only a handful struggle to follow the God of Israel, rejecting the idolatry,
immorality, and complacency that surrounds them. In order to counter this widespread
wickedness, the prophets often take center stage in 2 Kings, warning kings and others about
the consequences of sin. Ultimately, however, wickedness prevails, and 2 Kings describes two
tragedies that changed the face of Israel’s history. In 722 B.C. the northern kingdom of Isrzel was
destroyed by the Assyrians, and in 586 B.C. the southern kingdom of judah was dismantied by
the Babylonians. As in the book of 1 Kings, all these events are interpreted as being the direct
result of the idolatry and wickedness that pervaded the nations of Israel and Judah.

-onfronts King Ahaziah
= King Ahab’s death, the land of Moab rebelled

i=rst Israel.
¢ 2ay Israel’s new king, Ahaziah, fell through the
#=7x of an upper room at his palace in Samaria and
“cusly injured. So he sent messengers to the temple
i-2=bub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether he would

= angel of the Lorp told Elijah, who was from Tish-
d confront the messengers of the king of Samaria
—em, ‘Is there no God in Israel? Why are you going
=oub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether the king will
“Now, therefore, this is what the Lorp says: Youwill
=2 the bed you are lying on; you will surely die.”” So
“11o deliver the message.
= the messengers returned to the king, he asked
7y have you returned so soon?”
“eplied, “A man came up to us and told us to g0
"= king and give him this message. ‘This is what the
= Is there no God in Israel? Why are you sending
“z2l-zebub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether you will
Therefore, because you have done this, you will
== the bed you are lying on; you will surely die.””
=~ sort of man was he?” the king demanded. “What
“i like?”
“eplied, “He was a hairy man,* and he wore a
=1 around his waist.”
“rom Tishbe!” the king exclaimed.
"¢ sent an army captain with fifty soldiers to ar-
 found him sitting on top of a hill. The cap-
m, “Man of God, the king has commanded you
“own with us.”
zh replied to the captain, “If I am a man of God,
me down from heaven and destroy you and your
Then fire fell from heaven and killed them all.
“= Xing sent another captain with fifty men. The
“< 1o him, "Man of God, the king demands that you
~ atonce.”
“eplied, “If Iam a man of God, let fire come down
=7and destroy you and your fifty men!” And again
=od fell from heaven and killed them all.
—ore the king sent a third captain with fifty men.
me the captain went up the hill and fell to his
" Elijah. He pleaded with him, “O man of God,
= my life and the lives of these, your fifty ser-
«<aring clothing made of hair.

vants. 14See how the fire from heaven came down and
destroyed the first two groups. But now please spare my
lifet”

5Then the angel of the Lorp said to Elijah, “Go d
him, and don't be afraid of him.” So Elijah got wp
with him to the king.

'6And Elijah said to the king, “This is what the Loso says:
Why did you send messengers to Baal-zebub, the x-
ron, to ask whether you will recover? Is there no &
el to answer your question? Therefore, because
done this, you will never leave the bed you are fing on: you
will surely die.” .

7So Ahaziah died, just as the Lorp had
through Elijah. Since Ahaziah did not have z
him, his brother Joram* became the next king
place in the second year of the reign of Jehorzm som of Jo-
hoshaphat, king of Judah.

18The rest of the events in Ahaziah's reign zre recorded in
The Book of the History of the Kings of Isra<l

nt

Elijah Taken into Heaven
When the Lorp was about to take Elijzh
a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were =
gal. 2And Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for
told me to go to Bethel.”

But Elisha replied, “As surely as the Lozo Ewes
yourself live, I will never leave you!” So they went
gether to Bethel.

3The group of prophets from Bethel came o Eiis
asked him, “Did you know that the Lozs is going
your master away from you today?”

“Of course I know,” Elisha answered “Zut be guiet
about it.”
4Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here. for the Losp has

told me to go to Jericho.”

But Elisha replied again, “As sur
you yourself live, I will never leave yo
gether to Jericho.

5Then the group of prophets
sha and asked him, “Did you know
take your master away from you 2"

“Of course I know,” Elisha answered. “But be quiet
about it.”

6Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lorp has
told me to go to the Jordan River.”

But again Elisha replied, “As surely as the Lorp lives and

ho came to Eli-
¢ Lorp is going to

1:17 Hebrew Jehoram, a variant spelling of Joram.
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you yourself live, I will never leave you.” So they went on to-
gether.

7Fifty men from the group of prophets also went and
watched from a distance as Elijah and Elisha stopped beside
the Jordan River. 8Then Elijah folded his cloak together and
struck the water with it. The river divided, and the two of
them went across on dry ground!

When they came to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha,
“Tell me what I can do for you before I am taken away.”

And Elisha replied, “Please let me inherit a double share
of your spirit and become your successor.”

10“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah replied. “If you
see me when I am taken from you, then you will get your re-
quest. But if not, then youwon't.”

"As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a
chariot of fire appeared, drawn by horses of fire. It drove be-
tween the two men, separating them, and Elijah was carried
by a whirlwind into heaven. '2Elisha saw it and cried out,
“My father! My father! I see the chariots and charioteers of
Israel!” And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his
clothes in distress.

"3Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak, which had fallen when
he was taken up. Then Elisha returned to the bank of the
Jordan River. 14He struck the water with Elijah’s cloak and
cried out, “Where is the Lorb, the God of Elijah?” Then the
river divided, and Elisha went across.

15When the group of prophets from Jericho saw from a
distance what happened, they exclaimed, “Elijah’s spirit
rests upon Elisha!” And they went to meet him and bowed to
the ground before him. 16“Sir,” they said, “just say the word
and fifty of our strongest men will search the wilderness for
your master. Perhaps the Spirit of the Lorp has left him on
some mountain or in some valley.”

“No,” Elisha said, “don’t send them.” 17But they kept urg-
ing him until they shamed him into agreeing, and he finally
said, “All right, send them.” So fifty men searched for three
days but did not find Elijah. '#Elisha was still at Jericho when
they returned. “Didn't I tell you not to go?” he asked.

Elisha’s First Miracles
1%0One day the leaders of the town of Jericho visited Elisha.
“We have a problem, my lord,” they told him. “This town is
located in pleasant surroundings, as you can see. But the
water is bad, and the land is unproductive.”

2°Elishasaid, “Bring me a new bowl with salt in it.” So they
brought t to him. 2'Then he went out to the spring that sup-
plied the town with water and threw the salt into it. And he
said, “This is what the Lorp says: I have purified this water.
Itwillno longer cause death or infertility.*” 22And the water
has remained pure ever since, just as Elisha said.

23Elisha left Jericho and went up to Bethel. As he was
walking along the road, a group of boys from the town began
mocking and making fun of him. “Go away, baldy!” they
chanted. “Go away, baldy!” 24Elisha turned around and
looked at them, and he cursed them in the name of the
Lorp. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled
forty-two of them. 25From there Elisha went to Mount Car-
mel and finally returned to Samaria.

War between Israel and Moab

3 Ahab’s son Joram* began to rule over Israel in the eigh-
teenth year of King Jehoshaphat's reign in Judah. He

reigned in Samaria twelve years. 2He did what was evil in the

Lorb'’s sight, but not to the same extent as his father and

mother. He at least tore down the sacred pillar of Baal that

2:21 Or or make the land unproductive; Hebrew reads or barrenness. 3:1Hebrew Jehoram, a variant spelling of Joram; alsoin 3:6.  3:11 Hebrew
to pour water on the hands of Elijah. ~ 3:13 Hebrew What is there in common between youandme? 3:15 Hebrew the hand.

his father had set up. 3Nevertheless, he continued in the
that Jeroboam son of Nebat had committed and led thep
ple of Israel to commit.

“King Mesha of Moab was a sheep breeder. He used

pay the king of Israel an annual tribute of 100,000 la
and the wool of 100,000 rams. 5But after Ahab’s deat

king of Moab rebelled against the king of Isragl. 6So King

ram promptly mustered the army of Israel and mard
from Samaria. 7On the way, he sent this message to Kinj

hoshaphat of Judah: “The king of Moab has rebelled aga ‘

me. Will you join me in battle against him?”
And Jehoshaphat replied, “Why, of course! You and
as one. My troops are your troops, and my horses are

horses.” 8Then Jehoshaphat asked, “What route will ;

take?” 1
“We will attack from the wilderness of Edom,” Jora
plied.

three armies traveled along a roundabout route throughf
wilderness for seven days. But there was no water for
men or their animals.

10“What should we do?” the king of Israel cried out. "]

Lorp has brought the three of us here to let the king

Moab defeat us.”

prophet of the Lorp with us? If there is, we can ask the I£
what to do through him.” ]
One of King Joram's officers replied, “Elisha son of§
phat is here. He used to be Elijah’s personal assistant.* 3
Zehoshaphat said, “Yes, the Lorp speaks through h
So the kings of Israel, Judah, and Edom went to consults
Elisha.
13“Why are you coming to me?"* Elisha asked the king

Israel. “Go to the pagan prophets of your father

mother!”
But King Joram of Israel said, “No! For it was the L

who called us three kings here—only to be defeated b h ~oed flowing,

king of Moab!”

14Elisha replied, “As surely as the Lorp Almighty
whom I serve, Iwouldn't even bother with you except fos
respect for King Jehoshaphat of Judah. 'sNow bring’
someone who can play the harp.”

While the harp was being played, the power* of the s

came upon Elisha, 'éand he said, “This is what the LorDS
This dry valley will be filled with pools of water! 17Yous
see neither wind nor rain, says the Lorb, but this valleys
be filled with water. You will have plenty for yourselvesd
your cattle and other animals. 8But this is only a sim
thing for the Lorb, for he will make you victorious over
army of Moab! 19You will conquer the best of their ta
even the fortified ones. You will cut down all their @

trees, stop up all their springs, and ruin all their good &

with stones.” 4
20The next day at about the time when the morningsa
fice was offered, water suddenly appeared! It was flow

from the direction of Edom, and soon there was vl

everywhere.
2Meanwhile, when the people of Moab heard abo

three armies marching against them, they mobilized e
man who was old enough to strap on a sword, and theysit

tioned themselves along their border. 22But when ¥
up the next morning, the sun was shining across the wa

making it appear red to the Moabites—like blood. =% :

blood!” the Moabites exclaimed. “The three armies I

°The king of Edom and his troops joined them, and

B =ttacked and killed each other! Let's go, men of Moab,

lect the plunder!”
twhen the Moabites arrived at the Israelite camp, the
of Israel rushed out and attacked them until they
=2 and ran. The army of Israel chased them into the
< =7 Moab, destroying everything as they went.* 25They
“-ved the towns, covered their good land with stones,
i=ed up all the springs, and cut down all the good trees.
only Kir-hareseth and its stone walls were left, but
“th slings surrounded and attacked it.
Ten the king of Moab saw that he was losing the bat-
ed 700 of his swordsmen in a desperate attempt to
‘hrough the enemy lines near the king of Edom, but
" “zlled. 27Then the king of Moab took his oldest son, who
I have been the next king, and sacrificed him as a burnt
g on the wall. So there was great anger against Israel,*
“e Israelites withdrew and returned to their own land.

I

i~z Helps a Poor Widow
~¢ day the widow of a member of the group of proph-
came to Elisha and cried out, “My husband who

e vou is dead, and you know how he feared the Loro.

v a creditor has come, threatening to take my two
slaves.”
Tat canIdo to help you?” Elisha asked. “Tell me, what
- have in the house?”
‘ning at all, except a flask of olive oil,” she replied.
* Elisha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as you can
Bl our friends and neighbors. 4Then go into your house
ar sons and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil
our flask into the jars, setting each one aside when it
:7e did as she was told. Her sons kept bringingjars to
~d she filled one after another. 6Soon every container
to the brim!
"2 me another jar,” she said to one of her sons.
=e aren’t any more!” he told her. And then the olive

“2n she told the man of God what had happened, he
ner, “Now sell the olive oil and pay your debts, and
72 your sons can live on what is left over.”

: and the Woman from Shunem

2y Elisha went to the town of Shunem. A wealthy
ved there, and she urged him to come to her home

—eal. After that, whenever he passed that way, he

i <2op there for something to eat.

s2id to her husband, “I am sure this man who stops
" time to time is a holy man of God. '9Let’s build 2

| ~—om for him on the roof and furnish it with a bed, 2
Jiiie. : chair, and a lamp. Then he will have a place to stay T

wmever he comes by.”
"= day Elisha returned to Shunem, and he went up to
~er room to rest. 12He said to his servant Gehazi, “Tell
wiman from Shunem I'want to speak to her.” When she
1. 13Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tell her, ‘We appreciate
"2 concern you have shown us. What can we do for
" we put in a good word for you to the king or to the
~der of the army?"”
she replied, “my family takes good care of me.”
r Elisha asked Gehazi, “What can we do for her?”
7 replied, “She doesn't have a son, and her husband

Elisha said to her as she stood in the doorway,

16“Next year :
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“=cked and killed each other! Let's go, men of Moab,
=t the plunder!”
‘hen the Moabites arrived at the Israelite camp, the
Israel rushed out and attacked them until they
nd ran. The army of Israel chased them into the
(0ab, destroying everything as they went.* 25They
2 the towns, covered their good land with stones,
1D all the springs, and cut down all the good trees.
nly Kir-hareseth and its stone walls were left, but
- slings surrounded and attacked it.
=1 the king of Moab saw that he was losing the bat-
= 700 of his swordsmen in a desperate attempt to
-ough the enemy lines near the king of Edom, but
2 #Then the king of Moab took his oldest son, who
=2 been the next king, and sacrificed him as aburnt
n the wall. So there was great anger against Israel,*
raelites withdrew and returned to their own land.

“<lps a Poor Widow
he widow of a member of the group of proph-
:me to Elisha and cried out, “My husband who
1 1s dead, and you know how he feared the Lorp.
: creditor has come, threatening to take my two
2ves.”
“canIdo to help you?” Elisha asked. “Tell me, what
zve in the house?”
ng atall, except a flask of olive oil,” she replied.
~'isha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as you can
- friends and neighbors. 4Then go into your house
sons and shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil
- flask into the jars, setting each one aside when it

did as she was told. Her sons kept bringing jars to
~e filled one after another. 6Soon every container
the brim!
Te another jar,” she said to one of her sons.
zren’t any more!” he told her. And then the olive
=2 flowing.
- she told the man of God what had happened, he
= “Now sell the olive oil and pay your debts, and
“ur sons can live on what is left over.”

~d the Woman from Shunem
tlisha went to the town of Shunem. A wealthy
=d there, and she urged him to come to her home
After that, whenever he passed that way, he
- there for something to eat.
=< 1o her husband, “I am sure this man who stops
“me to time is a holy man of God. 1%Let’s build a
= for him on the roof and furnish it with a bed, a
=1, and a lamp. Then he will have a place to stay
“e comes by.”
“zy Elisha returned to Shunem, and he went up to
oom torest. 12He said to his servant Gehazi, “Tell
- rom Shunem I want to speak to her.” When she
Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tell her, ‘We appreciate
ncern you have shown us. What can we do for
= put in a good word for you to the king or to the
= of the army?"”
eplied, “my family takes good care of me.”
E asked Gehazi, “What can we do for her?”
=plied, “She doesn’t have a son, and her husband

- back again,” Elisha told him. When the woman
:2sha said to her as she stood in the doorway,
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16“Next year at this time you will be holding a son in your
arms!”

“No, my lord!"” she cried. “O man of God, don't deceive me
and get my hopes up like that.”

17But sure enough, the woman soon became pregnant.
And at that time the following year she had a son, just as Eli-
sha had said. ¢

180ne day when her child was older, he went out to help
his father, who was working with the harvesters. 1Suddenly
he cried out, “My head hurts! My head hurts!”

His father said to one of the servants, “Carry him home to
his mother.”

2080 the servant took him home, and his mother held him
on her lap. But around noontime he died. 2'She carried him
up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the
door and left him there. 22She sent a message to her hus-
band: “Send one of the servants and a donkey so that I can
hurry to the man of God and come right back.”

2“Why go today?” he asked. “It is neither a new moon
festival nor a Sabbath.”

But she said, “It will be all right.”

2430 she saddled the donkey and said to the servant,
“Hurry! Don't slow down unless I tell you to.”

25As she approached the man of God at Mount Carmel,
Elisha saw her in the distance. He said to Gehazi, “Look, the
woman from Shunem is coming. 26Run out to meet her and
ask her, 'Is everything all right with you, your husband, and
your child?"”

“Yes,” the woman told Gehazi, “everything is fine.”

27But when she came to the man of God at the mountain,
she fell to the ground before him and caught hold of his
feet. Gehazi began to push her away, but the man of God
said, “Leave her alone. She is deeply troubled, but the Lorp
has not told me what it is.”

28Then she said, “Did I ask you for a son, my lord? And
didn’t I say, ‘Don’t deceive me and get my hopes up?”

29Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Get ready to travel*; take
my staff and go! Don't talk to anyone along the way. Go
quickly and lay the staff on the child’s face.”

30But the boy’s mother said, “As surely as the Loz lives
and you yourself live, I won't go home unless you go with
me.” So Elisha returned with her.

31Gehazi hurried on ahead and laid th
child’s face, but nothing happened. There wa
life. He returned to meet Elisha and told him, “Th
still dead.”

32When Elisha arrived, the child was indeed dezd, Iyi
there on the prophet’s bed. 33He went in alone an
door behind him and prayed to the Lorp. *Th )
down on the child’s body, placing his mouth on the child’
mouth, his eyes on the child’s eyes, and his hands on the
child’s hands. And as he stretched out on him, the child’s
body began to grow warm again! 35Elisha got up, walked
back and forth across the room once, and then stretched
himself out again on the child. This time the boy sneezed
seven times and opened his eyes!

36Then Elisha summoned Gehazi. “Call the child’s
mother!” he said. And when she came in, Elisha said, “Here,
take your son!” 37She fell at his feet and bowed before him,
overwhelmed with gratitude. Then she took her son in her
arms and carried him downstairs.

Miracles during a Famine
38Elisha now returned to Gilgal, and there was a famine in the
land. One day as the group of prophets was seated before

~z of the Hebrew is uncertain. = 3:27 Or So Israel’s anger was great. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 4:29 Hebrew Bind
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him, he said to his servant, “Put a large pot on the fire, and
make some stew for the rest of the group.”

390ne of the young men went out into the field to gather
herbs and came back with a pocketful of wild gourds. He
shredded them and put them into the pot without realizing
they were poisonous. 46Some of the stew was served to the
men. But after they had eaten a bite or two they cried out,
“Man of God, there’s poison in this stew!” So they would not
eatit.

41Elisha said, “Bring me some flour.” Then he threw it
into the pot and said, “Now it’s all right; go ahead and eat.”
And then it did not harm them.

420ne day a man from Baal-shalishah brought the man of
God a sack of fresh grain and twenty loaves of barley bread
made from the first grain of his harvest. Elisha said, “Give it
to the people so they can eat.”

4“What?” his servant exclaimed. “Feed a hundred peo-
ple with only this?”

But Elisha repeated, “Give it to the people so they can eat,
for this is what the Lorp says: Everyone will eat, and there
will even be some left over!” 44And when they gave it to the
people, there was plenty for all and some left over, just as the
Lorp had promised.

The Healing of Naaman
The king of Aram had great admiration for Naaman, the
commander of his army, because through him the Lorp
had given Aram great victories. But though Naaman was a
mighty warrior, he suffered from leprosy.*

2At this time Aramean raiders had invaded the land of Is-
rael, and among their captives was a young girl who had
been given to Naaman’s wife as a maid. 30One day the girl
said to her mistress, “I wish my master would go to see the
prophet in Samaria. He would heal him of his leprosy.”

4So Naaman told the king what the young girl from Israel
had said. 5“Go and visit the prophet,” the king of Aram told
him. “I will send a letter of introduction for you to take to
the king of Israel.” So Naaman started out, carrying as gifts
750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold,* and ten sets of
clothing. 6The letter to the king of Israel said: “With this let-
ter I present my servant Naaman. I want you to heal him of
his leprosy.”

7When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his
clothes in dismay and said, “This man sends me a leper to
heal! Am I God, that I can give life and take it away? I can see
that he’s just trying to pick a fight with me.”

8But when Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of
Israel had torn his clothes in dismay, he sent this message to
him: “Why are you so upset? Send Naaman to me, and he
will learn that there is a true prophet here in Israel.”

980 Naaman went with his horses and chariots and
waited at the door of Elisha’s house. 1°But Elisha sent a mes-
senger out to him with this message: “Go and wash yourself
seven times in the Jordan River. Then your skin will be re-
stored, and you will be healed of your leprosy.”

11But Naaman became angry and stalked away. “I thought
he would certainly come out to meet me!” he said. “I ex-
pected him to wave his hand over the leprosy and call on the
name of the Lorp his God and heal me! 12Aren’t the rivers of
Damascus, the Abana and the Pharpar, better than any of the
rivers of Israel? Why shouldn’t I wash in them and be
healed?” So Naaman turned and went away in a rage.

13But his officers tried to reason with him and said, “Sir,*
if the prophet had told you to do something very difficult,

5:1 Or from a contagious skin disease. The Hebrew word used here and throughout this passage can describe various skin diseases.
[340 kilograms] of silver, 6,000 shekels (68 kilograms] of gold. ~ 5:13 Hebrew My father.

2talents 68 kilograms).  5:24 Hebrew the Ophel.

wouldn't you have done it? So you should certainly obey him:
when he says simply, ‘Go and wash and be cured!"” 14So Na
man went down to the Jordan River and dipped himset
seven times, as the man of God had instructed him. And i
skin became as healthy as the skin of a young child’s, and#
was healed!

15Then Naaman and his entire party went back to find i

man of God. They stood before him, and Naaman said, “Ne#
I know that there is no God in all the world except in Isra&
So please accept a gift from your servant.” i

16But Elisha replied, “As surely as the Loro lives, whomt
serve, I will not accept any gifts.” And though Naaman urgs -
him to take the gift, Elisha refused.

17Then Naaman said, “All right, but please allow me#
load two of my mules with earth from this place, and I
take it back home with me. From now on I will never agait
offer burnt offerings or sacrifices to any other god excal
the Lorp. '8However, may the Lorp pardon me in this as
thing: When my master the king goes into the temple of i
god Rimmon to worship there and leans on my arm, may#
Lorp pardon me when I bow, too.”

19“Go in peace,” Elisha said. So Naaman started ham
again.

The Greed of Gehazi
20But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man of God, sai
himself, “My master should not have let this Aramean g
away without accepting any of his gifts. As surely as @
Loro lives, I will chase after him and get something i
him.” 21So Gehazi set off after Naaman. i

When Naaman saw Gehazi running after him, he clims®
down from his chariot and went to meet him. “Is everytis
all right?” Naaman asked.

22“Yes,” Gehazi said, “but my master has sent me tof
you that two young prophets from the hill country of Epis
im have just arrived. He would like 75 pounds* of silver:
two sets of clothing to give to them.”

23By all means, take twice as much* silver,” Naai
sisted. He gave him two sets of clothing, tied up the |
in two bags, and sent two of his servants to carry the giftst
Gehazi. 24But when they arrived at the citadel,* Gehazi
the gifts from the servants and sent the men back. The
went and hid the gifts inside the house. {

25When he went in to his master, Elisha asked mlf
“Where have you been, Gehazi?” &

“Ihaven’t been anywhere,” he replied.

26But Elisha asked him, “Don’t you realize that I was
in spirit when Naaman stepped down from his chars
meet you? Is this the time to receive money and clothing
ive groves and vineyards, sheep and cattle, and male 3
male servants? 2’Because you have done this, you and sl
descendants will suffer from Naaman's leprosy fores
When Gehazi left the room, he was covered with lepross
skin was white as snow.

The Floating Ax Head
One day the group of prophets came to Elisha ant
him, “As you can see, this place where we meet wi

is too small. 2Let’s go down to the Jordan River, where S

are plenty of logs. There we can build a new place for

meet.”
“Allright,” he told them, “go ahead.”
3“Please come with us,” someone suggested.
“Iwill,” he said. 4So he went with them.

5:5 Hebrew 10

5:22 Hebrew Italent (34 kilograms].  5:23 Hebrew take

- Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he

en they arrived at the Jordan, they began cutting Ber
_rees. SBut as one of them was cutting a tree, his ax 245
- fellinto theriver. "Oh, sir!” he cried. “It was a borrowed tere
‘ o the
Where did it fall?” the man of God asked. When he tha

ed him the place, Elisha cut astick and threw it into the cCup
= at that spot. Then the ax head floated to the surface. 2

2D it,” Elisha said. And the man reached out and Of t
“bed it. the

2
"a Traps the Arameans do?
“en the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he would fror

=7 with his officers and say, “We will mobilize our
=s at such and such a place.”

“Utimmediately Elisha, the man of God, would warn the YOU!

- of Israel, “Do not go near that place, for the Arameans 90k

nning to mobilize their troops there.” 19So the king of Kill

= would send word to the place indicated by theman of SOT
30
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7

sha's
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'z Traps the Arameans
- the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he would

with his officers and say, “We will mobilize our
ztsuch and such a place.”

mmediately Elisha, the man of God, would warn the
“ srael, “Do not go near that place, for the Arameans
~ning to mobilize their troops there.” 19So the king of

ould send word to the place indicated by the man of

“me and again Elisha warned the king, so that he

-¢ on the alert there.

"= king of Aram became very upset over this. He

~s officers together and demanded, “Which of you is
“or? Who has been informing the king of Israel of my

not us, my lord the king,” one of the officers re-
-lisha, the prophet in Israel, tells the king of Israel
= words you speak in the privacy of your bedroom!”
and find out where he is,” the king commanded, “so
~d troops to seize him.”
ne report came back: “Elisha is at Dothan.” 14So one
= king of Aram sent a great army with many chariots
ses to surround the city.
~=n the servant of the man of God got up early the

rcrning and went outside, there were troops, horses,

7 0ts everywhere. “Oh, sir, what will we do now?” the
~zn cried to Elisha.
" T be afraid!” Elisha told him. “For there are more
Je than on theirs!” "7Then Elisha prayed, “O Lorb,
eves and let him see!” The Lorp opened the young
and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside
=lisha was filled with horses and chariots of fire.
¢ Aramean army advanced toward him, Elisha
O Lorp, please make them blind.” So the Lorp
~zm with blindness as Elisha had asked.
sha went out and told them, “You have come
~2 way! This isn't the right city! Follow me, and I will
*2 the man you are looking for.” And he led them to
* Samaria.
on as they had entered Samaria, Elisha prayed,
~ow open their eyes and let them see.” So the LorD
~=ir eyes, and they discovered that they were in the
Samaria.
- the king of Israel saw them, he shouted to Elisha,
== should [ kill them? Should I kill them?”
-urse not!” Elisha replied. “Do we kill prisoners of
them food and drink and send them home again
master.”
ing made a great feast for them and then sent
"= 10 their master. After that, the Aramean raiders
= from the land of Israel.
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Ben-Hadad Besieges Samaria

24Some time later, however, King Ben-hadad of Aram mus-
tered his entire army and besieged Samaria. 25As a result,
there was a great famine in the city. The siege lasted so long
that a donkey’s head sold for eighty pieces of silver, and a
cup of dove’s dung sold for five pieces* of silver.

260ne ddy as the king of Israel was walking along the wall
of the city, a woman called to him, “Please help me, my lord
the king!”

27He answered, “If the Lorp doesn't help you, what can I
do? I have neither food from the threshing floor nor wine
from the press to give you.” 28But then the king asked,
“What is the matter?”

She replied, “This woman said to me: ‘Come on, let’s eat
your son today, then we will eat my son tomorrow.’ 22So we
cooked my son and ate him. Then the next day I said to her,
‘Kill your son so we can eat him,’ but she has hidden her
son.”

30When the king heard this, he tore his clothes in despair.
And as the king walked along the wall, the people could see
that he was wearing burlap under his robe next to his skin.
31"May God strike me and even kill me if  don't separate Eli-
sha’s head from his shoulders this very day,” the king vowed.

32Elisha was sitting in his house with the elders of Israel
when the king sent a messenger to summon him. But before
the messenger arrived, Elisha said to the elders, “A murderer
has sent a man to cut off my head. When he arrives, shut the
door and keep him out. We will soon hear his master’s steps
following him.”

33While Elisha was still saying this, the messenger ar-
rived. And the king* said, “All this misery is from the Lorp!
‘Why should I wait for the Lorp any longer?”

Elisha replied, “Listen to this message from the Lorp!
This is what the Lorb says: By this time tomorrow in the
markets of Samaria, five quarts of choice flour will cost only
one piece of silver,* and ten quarts of barley grain will cost
only one piece of silver.*”
2The officer assisting the king said to the man of God,
“That couldn’t happen even if the Lorp opened the win-
dows of heaven!”
But Elisha replied, “You will see it happen with your own
eyes, but you won't be able to eat any of it!”

Lepers Visit the Enemy Camp

3Now there were four men with leprosy* sitting at the en-
trance of the city gates. “Why should we sit here waiting to
die?” they asked each other. 4“We will starve if we stay here,
but with the famine in the city, we will starve if we go back
there. So we might as well go out and surrender to the Ara-
mean army. If they let us live, so much the better. But if they
kill us, we would have died anyway.”

580 at twilight they set out for the camp of the Arameans.
But when they came to the edge of the camp, no one was
there! 6For the Lord had caused the Aramean army to hear
the clatter of speeding chariots and the galloping of horses
and the sounds of a great army approaching. “The king of Is-
rael has hired the Hittites and Egyptians* to attack us!” they
cried to one another. 7So they panicked and ran into the
night, abandoning their tents, horses, donkeys, and every-
thing else, as they fled for their lives.

8When the lepers arrived at the edge of the camp, they

for 80 shekels (2 pounds, or 0.9 kilograms) of silver, and % of a cab (0.3 liters) of dove’s dung sold for 5shekels [2 ounces, or 57 grams).

avariety of wild vegetable. 6:33 Hebrew he.  7:1a Hebrew Iseah [6 liters] of choice flour will cost 1shekel [0.4 ounces, or 11 gramsk:
:1b Hebrew 2seahs [12 liters) of barley grain will cost 1shekel (0.4 ounces, or 11 grams); alsoin 7:16, 18.  7:3 Or with a contag
~= Hebrew word used here and throughout this passage can describe various skin diseases.  7:6 Possibly and the people of Muzur, z
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woman now, and this is her son—the very one Ei

went into one tent after another, eating and drinking wine; i Rules in Judah Judah
and they carried off silver and gold and clothing and hid it. brought back to lifel” ‘ = son of Jehoram began to rule over Judah in the watchr
°Finally, they said to each other, “This is not right. Thisisa  6'[s this true?” the king asked her. And she told him =z of the reign of Joram son of Ahab, king of Israel. approa
day of good news, and we aren't sharing it with anyone! If we  story. So he directed one of his officials to see that e “720 was twenty-two years old when he became troops
wait until morning, some calamity will certainly fall upon us. thing she had lost was restored to her, including the va - he reigned in Jerusalem one year. His mother was “Sen
Come on, let’s go back and tell the people at the palace.” any crops that had been harvested during her absence andldaughter of King Omri of Israel. 27Ahaziah Joram
1980 they went back to the city and told the gatekeepers ‘ vil example of King Ahab's family. He did 1880
what had happened. “We went out to the Aramean camp,” Hazael Murders Ben-Hadad n the LoRD’s sight, just as Ahab’s family had king w
they said, “and no one was there! The I_wrses and donkeys  7Elisha went to Damascus, the capital of Aram, wherel was related by marriage to the family of Ahab. Jehu
were tethered and the tents were all in order, but there Ben-hadad lay sick. When someone told the king tha 1ome¢_1 Joram son of Ahab, the king of Israel,in behind
wasn't a single person around!” "'Then the gatekeepers man of God had come, 8the king said to Hazael, “Take nst King Hazael of Aram at Ramoth-gilead. The
shouted the news to the people in the palace. to the man of God. Then tell him to ask the Lorp, ‘Wil ameans wounded King Joram in the battle,2%he met the
cover from this illness?’” ¢ ezreel to recover from the wounds he had re- 1980
Israel l_’lunders the caAmP : ) S0 Hazael loaded down forty camels with the § “amoth.* Because Iorar_n.wag wounded, King Aha- them a
;:T hef ?mg gOtIOE;"f be% H} t}flle ITllqlddle OfctiheT?:g};&t. andtold products of Damascus as a gift for Elisha. He went tal ~2h went to Jezreel to visit him. peace.”
is officers, “I know what has happened. The Arameans and said, “Your servant Ben-hadad, the king of Aram ‘ Agail
know we are starving, so they have left their camp and have - sent me to ask, ‘Will I recover from this innegs?'" @ “mointed King of Israel Fall 1%1 b
hidden in the flglds. They are expecting us to Iea_ve Ehe city, 19And Elisha replied, “Go and tell him, 'You will sureljiii W hile, Elisha the propheE had summoned a mem- 20Th
and then they will take us alive an? capture the city. cover.’ But actually the Lorp has shown me that hefi * the group of prophets. Get ready to travel," he them, b
"30ne of his officers replied, “We had better send out surely die” 1'Elisha stared at Hazael* with a fixed gazedlf®™ ™ and take this flask of olive oil with you. Go to Nimsh,
scouts to check into this. Let them take five of the remaining yaz2¢] became uneasy.* Then the man of God st d, 2and find Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son of ~ 21Q
horses. If something happens to them, it will be no Worse ygeeping. o  mim into a private room away from his friends, mandec
tha‘r: if they st;aly h_ere aqdhdf with the rest of us. Lot 12'What's the matter, my lord?” Hazael asked him. b i‘ :;e 0¥I rt)ver Tst})\eaﬁ i@y to him, ThlS‘ is what the Then
o So ttwo c tartlots v\nth tgrs(;ai1 were p(rietpatrﬁ A and the Elisha replied, “I know the terrible things you will " - k] :I;S;lnf you to 1'eft '"e ing over Israel.’ Thenopen rode ou
S Theos 10 81€ Whal had happened to the Aramean .o peqpie of srael, You will burn their fortified citie ST PUILIORYou! e plot of I
army. They went all the way to the Jordan River, following their young men with the sword, dash their little child - 7= young prophet did as he was told and went fo Joramd
a trail of clothing and equipment that the Arameans had the ground, and rip open their pregnant women!” i =lead. SWhen he arrived there, he found Jehu sit- Jehu
fmed and (o he King about . Tnenth peop of s ozl esponded,"How could a nobody ke el 11 e ofher armyoficers " e amessge o
maria rushed out and plundered the Aramean camp. So it accomphsh sichige ef?t tings? nich one of us?” Jehu asked. 23The
was true that five quarts-of choice flour were sold that day ‘Ehsha answer_ed, The LOR,,D has shown me that ye ] 1, Commander,” he replied. shouting
for one piece of silver, and ten quarts of barley grain were 8°LN8 to be the king of Aram. e 1 left the others and went into the house. Then the  drew his
sold for one piece of silver, just as the Lorp had promised. _ 14\‘:Vhen Hazael left Elisha ‘f)r,}d went back, the Kingalll,, >phet poured the oil over Jehu's head and said, row pier:
17The king appointed his officer to control the traffic at the hm}}:ngvgat dlld Eh?_h?j tsiliyotu.ld s e B nat the Loro, the God of Israel, says: I anointyou  2Sjeh
gate, but he was knocked down and trampled to death as the d Hazael replied, "He told me that you will suresiiigi, the Lor's people, Israel. 7You are to destroy the of land t
people rushed out. CO‘:‘:}E h bttt dir ol ol Ahab, your master. In this way, I will avenge the ber whe
So everything happened exactly as the man of God had ut the next day Hazael took a blanket, soaked it © my prophets and all the Lorp’s servants whowere Ahab? T}
predicted when the king came to his house. 18The man of ter,and held it over the king's face until he died. Then® ezebel. 8The entire family of Ahab must be wiped - solemnly
1E}otd hafdssaid to thfe_ king, “By thifs tilin_e torfrlwrrow_ 1;1 themar- €l became the nextking of Aram. y destroy ezery one of his male descendants, slave land, say
ets of Samaria, five quarts of choice flour will cost one : 2ike, anywhere inIsrael. 5 will destroy the family of that I sa)
piece of silver, and ten quarts of barley grain will cost one Jehoram Rules in Judah destroyed the families of ]eroboamyson of Ne);)at erty, just
piece of silver.” 16fehoram son of K{ng Jehoshaphat of_]udah began zzsha son of Ahijah. 19Dogs will eat Ahab's wife Jeze- 27Whe
'9The king’s officer had replied, “That couldn’t happen over Judah in the fifth year of the reign of Joram sa = plot of land in Jezreel, and no one will bury her.” he fled a
even if the Lorp opened the windows of heaven!” And the Ahab, king of Isragl. 17Jehoram was th}r’ty—two yean oung prophet opened the door and ran. shouting
man of God had said, “You will see it happen with your own when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem: < went back to his fellow officers, and one of them iot at the
eyes, but you won't be able to eat any of it!” 20And so it was, Years. '8But Jehoram followed the example of the ki 7. “What did that madman want? Is everything all faras Me;
for the people trampled him to death at the gate! Israel and was as wicked as King Ahab, for he had r chariot tc
oneof Ahab’s daughters. So Jehoram did what was evilis nowhowaman like that babbles on,” Jehureplied.  tors in th
The Woman from Shunem Returns Home Loro’s sight. 19But the Lorp dl'd not want to destrqy : 7re hiding something,” they said. “Tell us.” Judahint
8 Elisha had told the woman whose son he had brought for he had made a covenant with David and promises! “ told them, “He said to me, ‘This is what the Lorp
back to life, “Take your family and move to some other his descendants would continue to rule, shining likea! =72 anointed you to be king over Israel.”” The Dea
place, for the Lorp has called for a fam}ne onIsrael thatwill forever. 1 / § 7 they quickly spread out their cloaks on the bare 30When ]
last for seven years.” 2So the woman did as the man of God 20During Jehoram’s reign, the Edomites revolted zl - blew the ram’s horn, shouting, “Jehu is king!” come to ]
instructed. She took her family and settled in theland of the Judah and crowned their own king. 21So Jehoram* w andsatat
Philistines for seven years. with all his chariots to attack the town of Zair.* The Eilit s Joram and Ahaziah ace, she s
3After the famine ended she returned from the land of ites surrounded him and his chariot commanders, n of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, led a conspir- derer? Yo
the Philistines, and she went to see the king about getting went out at night and attacked them* pnder cover ofd t King Joram. (Now Joram had been with the army  32ehu
back her house and land. 4As she came in, the kingwas talk- ness. But Jehoram'’s army dgserted him and fled to -gilead, defending Israel against the forces of “Whoiso
ingwith Gehazi, the servant of the man of God. The kinghad homes. 280 Edom has been independent from Judah! zel of Aram. '3But King Joram* was wounded in at him. 33
just said, “Tell me some stories about the great things Elisha day. The town of Libnah also revolted about that sa ng and returned to Jezreel to recover from his out the w
has done.” SAnd Gehazi was telling the king about the time ~ ZTherest of the events in Jehoram’s reign and everstl 50 Jehu told the men with him, “If you want me to  and on th
Elisha had brought a boy back to life. At that very moment, he did are recorded in The Book of the History of the Ka Zon't let anyone leave town and go to Jezreel to re- horses’ ho
the mother of the boy walked in to make her appeal to the Judah. 24When Jehoram died, he was buried with his ams we have done.” 34Then
king about her house and land. tors in the City of David. Then his son Ahaziah beca = Jehu got into a chariot and rode to Jezreel to find  Afterware
“Look, my lord the king!” Gehazi exclaimed. “Here is the next king. ™, who was lying there wounded. King Ahaziah of woman, fc

8:11a Hebrew He stared at him.  8:11b The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.  8:13 Hebrew a dog.. 8:21a Hebrew Joram, a variant spelling

i € € 2 t amah, a variant spelling of Ramoth.  9:1 Hebrew Bind up yourloins. 9:15%
of Jehoram; alsoin 8:23,24.  8:21b Greek version reads Seir. 8:21c Or he went out and escaped. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

23 Hebrew turned hishands. - 9:31 See 1 Kgs 16:9-10, where Zimri killed his m:
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Judah was there, too, for he had gone to visit him. 17The
watchman on the tower of Jezreel saw Jehu and his company
approaching, so he shouted to Joram, “I see a company of
troops coming!”

“Send out arider to ask if they are comingin peace,” King
Joram ordered.

1850 a horseman went otit to meet Jehu and said, “The
king wants to know if you are coming in peace.”

Jehu replied, “What do you know about peace? Fall in
behind me!”

The watchman called out to the king, “The messenger has
met them, but he’s not returning.”

1980 the king sent out a second horseman. He rode up to
them and said, “The king wants to know if you come in
peace.”

Again Jehu answered, “What do you know about peace?
Fall in behind me!”

20The watchman exclaimed, “The messen
them, but he isn’t returning either! It must be
Nimshi, for he’s driving like a madman.”

21"Quick! Get my chariot ready!” King Joram com-
manded.

Then King Joram of Israel and King Ak
rode out in their chariots to meet Jehu T
plot of land that had belonged to Nzbos
Joram demanded, “Do you come in peac

Jehu replied, “How can there be
idolatry and witchcraft of your mo
around us?”

2Then King Joram turn
shouting to King Ahaziah,
drew his bowand shot Jo
row pierced his hear

25]ehu said to Bid
of land that belon
ber when you
Ahab? The Lozp p
solemnly swear 1
land, says the Loz, for
that I saw yesterday.’ So throw
erty, just as the Lorp said *

ZWhen King Ahaziah of Judzah saww
he fled along the road to Beth-haggan.
shouting, “Shoot him, too!” So they sho
iotat the Ascent of Gur, near Ibleam Hewzs
far as Megiddo, but he died there. 2=His sz
chariot to Jerusalem, where they burs ?
tors in the City of David. 2Ahazizh bz
Judahin the eleventh year of the rzign o

ah son of Jehoram began to rule over Judah in the

=5 evil in the Loro's sight, just as Ahab’s family had
© he was related by marriage to the family of Ahab.
2ziah joined Joram son of Ahab, the king of Israel, in
against King Hazael of Aram at Ramoth-gilead.
“e Arameans wounded KingJoram in the battle, 29he

- Ramoth.* Because Joram was wounded, King Aha-
-dah went to Jezreel to visit him.

2while, Elisha the prophet had summoned a mem-
I the group of prophets. “Get ready to travel,”* he
- "and take this flask of olive oil with you. Go to
zilead, 2and find Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, son of
-l him into a private room away from his friends,
-~ the oil over his head. Say to him, ‘This is what the
= Ianointyou to be the king over Israel.’ Then open
znd run for your life!”
"= young prophet did as he was told and went to
zlead. SWhen he arrived there, he found Jehu sit-
—d with the other army officers. “I have a message
-ommander,” he said.
nich one of us?” Jehu asked.
-1, Commander,” he replied.
2 leftthe others and went into the house. Then the
-phet poured the oil over Jehu’s head and said,
7at the Lorp, the God of Israel, says: I anoint you
e Loro's people, Israel. 7You are to destroy the
“hab, your master. In this way, T will avenge the
My prophets and all the Lorp’s servants who were
=zebel. 8The entire family of Ahab must be wiped
-estroy every one of his male descendants, slave
<e,anywhere in Israel. *I will destroy the family of
“estroyed the families of Jeroboam son of Nebat
“nason of Ahijah. 1°Dogs will eat Ahab’s wife Jeze-
oot of land in Jezreel, and no one will bury her.”
~ung prophet opened the door and ran.
ent back to his fellow officers, and one of them
What did that madman want? Is everything all

“=w how aman like that babbles on,” Jehu replied.
"= hiding something,” they said. “Tell us.”

2d them, “He said to me, ‘This is what the Lorp
= 2nointed you to be king over Israel.’”
—2y quickly spread out their cloaks on the bare
“=w the ram’s horn, shouting, “Jehu is king!”

The Death of jezebel
30When Jezebel, the queen mother &
come to Jezreel, she painted her ey=
and sat ata window. 3'When Jehu
ace, she shouted at him, “Have yo
derer? You're just like Zimri, who Gered his master!™*
32Jehu looked up and saw her at the window and shouted,
“Who is on my side?” And two or three sunuchs looked out
at him. 33“Throw her down!” Jehu yelled. So they threw her
out the window, and her blood spattered against the wall
and on the horses. And Jehu trampled her body under his
horses’ hooves.
h 34Then Jehu went into the palace and ate and drank.
- gotinto a chariot and rode to Jezreel to find Afterward he said, “Someone go and bury this cursed
70 was lying there wounded. King Ahaziah of woman, for she is the daughter of a king.” 35But when they

7.7 2 variant spelling of Ramoth.  9:1 Hebrew Bind up your loins.  9:15 Hebrew Jehoram, a variant spelling of Joram; also in 9:17, 21, 22,
~r=w turned hishands. ~ 9:31 See 1 Kgs 16:9-10, where Zimri killed his master, King Elah.
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e done.”




