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those who hate and persecute you. 8Then you will again
obey the Lorp and keep all his commands that I am giving
you today.

#“The Lorp your God will then make you successful in
everything you do. He will give you many children and nu-
merous livestock, and he will cause your fields to produce
abundant harvests, for the Lorp will again delight in being
good to you as he was to your ancestors. °The LoRp your
God will delight in you if you obey his voice and keep the
commands and decrees written in this Book of Instruction,
and if you turn to the Lorp your God with all your heart and
soul.

The Choice of Life or Death
"1“This command I am giving you today is not too difficult
for you to understand, and it is not beyond your reach. 12t is
notkeptin heaven, so distant that you must ask,'Who will go
up to heaven and bring it down so we can hear it and obey?’
131t is not kept beyond the sea, so far away that you must ask,
‘Who will cross the sea to bring it to us so we can hear it and
obey?’ 14No, the message is very close at hand; it is on your
lips and in your heart so that you can obey it.

15“Now listen! Today I am giving you a choice between
life and death, between prosperity and disaster. 16For I com-
mand you this day to love the Lorp your God and to keep his
commands, decrees, and regulations by walking in his ways.
If you do this, you will live and multiply, and the Lorp your
God will bless you and the land you are about to enter and
occupy.

7“But if your heart turns away and you refuse to listen,
and if you are drawn away to serve and worship other gods,
'8then I warn you now that you will certainly be destroyed.
You will notlive along, good life in the land you are crossing
the Jordan to occupy.

1%*Today I have given you the choice between life and
death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven
and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you
would choose life, so that you and your descendants might
live! 20You can make this choice by loving the Lorp your
God, obeying him, and committing yourself firmly to him.
This* is the key to your life. And if you love and obey the
Lorp, you will live long in the land the Lorp swore to give
your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

Joshua Becomes Israel’s Leader
3 1 When Moses had finished giving these instructions*
to all the people of Israel, 2he said, “I am now
120 years old, and I am no longer able to lead you. The Lorp
has told me, ‘You will not cross the Jordan River.’ 3But the
Lorb your God himself will cross over ahead of you. He will
destroy the nations living there, and you will take possession
of their land. Joshua will lead you across the river, just as the
Lorp promised.

#“The Lorp will destroy the nations living in the land, just
as he destroyed Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites.
5The Lorp will hand over to you the people who live there,
and you must deal with them as I have commanded you. 6So
be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic
before them. For the Lorp your God will personally go ahead
of you. He will neither fail you nor abandon you.”

7Then Moses called for Joshua, and as all Istael watched,
he said to him, “Be strong and courageous! For you will lead
these people into the land that the Lorp swore to their an-
cestors he would give them. You are the one who will divide
it among them as their grants of land. 8Do not be afraid or

discouraged, for the Lorp will personally go ahead of you.
will be with you; he will neither fail you nor abandon you.”

Public Reading of the Book of Instruction

980 Moses wrote this entire body of instruction in a b
and gave it to the priests, who carried the Ark of the Lorp%
Covenant, and to the elder$ of Israel. 1°Then Moses ga¥
them this command: “At the end of every seventh year, th
Year of Release, during the Festival of Shelters, 1'you mus
read this Book of Instruction to all the people of Israel whe
they assemble before the Lorp your God at the place b
chooses. 12Call them all together—men, women, childres
and the foreigners living in your towns—so they may hea
this Book of Instruction and learn to fear the Lorp your G
and carefully obey all the terms of these instructions. 13D¢
this so that your children who have not known these i
structions will hear them and will learn to fear the Loz
your God. Do this as long as you live in the land you a
crossing the Jordan to occupy.”

Israel’s Disobedience Predicted

14Then the Lorbp said to Moses, “The time has come for yau
to die. Call Joshua and present yourselves at the Taberne:
cle,* so that I may commission him there.” So Moses am
Joshua went and presented themselves at the Tabernack
SAnd the Lorp appeared to them in a pillar of cloud the
stood at the entrance to the sacred tent.

16The Lorp said to Moses, “You are about to die and jor
your ancestors. After you are gone, these people will bege:
to worship foreign gods, the gods of the land where they a
going. They will abandon me and break my covenant tha
have made with them. 17Then my anger will blaze fom
against them. I will abandon them, hiding my face froe
them, and they will be devoured. Terrible trouble will com:
down on them, and on that day they will say, ‘These disaster
have come down on us because God is no longer among &
18At that time I will hide my face from them on accounta
all the evil they commit by worshiping other gods.

1980 write down the words of this song, and teach it
the people of Israel. Help them learn it, so it may serve as
witness for me against them. 20For [ will bring them into &
land I swore to give their ancestors—a land flowing wit-
milk and honey. There they will become prosperous, eata
the food they want, and become fat. But they will begin®
worship other gods; they will despise me and break my cas
enant. 2'And when great disasters come down on them,
song will stand as evidence against them, for it will never s
forgotten by their descendants. I know the intentions &
these people, even now before they have entered the lang
swore to give them.”

2280 that very day Moses wrote down the words of &%
song and taught it to the Israelites.

2Then the Lorp commissioned Joshua son of Nun wit
these words: “Be strong and courageous, for you must brm:
the people of Israel into the land I swore to give them. Iwi.
be with you.”

24When Moses had finished writing this entire body&
instruction in a book, 25he gave this command to the &
vites who carried the Ark of the Lorp’s Covenant: 26“Ta
this Book of Instruction and place it beside the Ark of T
Covenant of the Lorp your God, so it may remain thereas
witness against the people of Israel. 2For I know how =
bellious and stubborn you are. Even now, while I am st
alive and am here with you, you have rebelled against &
Lorp. How much more rebellious will you be after m
death!

30:20 0rHe.  31:1 Asin Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version; Masoretic Text reads Moses went and spoke.  31:14 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 31:14

= Now summon all the elders and officials of your
Tat I can speak to them directly and call heav

7 1o witness against them. 2°I know that after my

- will become utterly corrupt and will turn from th
= commanded you to follow. In the days to come
71l come down on you, for you will do what is evi
:2's sight, making him very angry with your action

Tz Song of Moses

Moses recited this entire song publicly to the as:

zel
3 Z 1“Listen, O heavens, and I will speak!

Hear, O earth, the words that I say!
-z my teaching fall on you like rain;
let my speech settle like dew.
-zt my words fall like rain on tender grass,
like gentle showers on young plants.
7ill proclaim the name of the Lorp;
how glorious is our God!
¢ is the Rock; his deeds are perfect.
Everything he does is just and fair.
-2 is a faithful God who does no wrong;
how just and upright he is!

=ut they have acted corruptly toward him;
when they act so perversely,
"¢ they really his children?*
They are a deceitful and twisted generation.
this the way you repay the Lorb,
you foolish and senseless people?
7't he your Father who created you?
Has he not made you and established you?
-member the days of long ago;
think about the generations past.
«sk your father, and he will inform you.
Inquire of your elders, and they will tell you.
hen the Most High assigned lands to the nations
when he divided up the human race,
= established the boundaries of the peoples
according to the number in his heavenly court.”

-or the people of Israel belong to the Lorp;
Jacob is his special possession.
= found them in a desert land,
inan empty, howling wasteland.
=2 surrounded them and watched over them;
ne guarded them as he would guard his own
eyes.*
<e an eagle that rouses her chicks
and hovers over her young,
ne spread his wings to take them up
and carried them safely on his pinions.
"2 Lorp alone guided them;
they followed no foreign gods.
= let them ride over the highlands
and feast on the crops of the fields.
-z nourished them with honey from the rock
and olive oil from the stony ground.
= fed them yogurt from the herd
and milk from the flock,
together with the fat of lambs.
-2 gave them choice rams from Bashan, and goats,
together with the choicest wheat.
“u drank the finest wine,
made from the juice of grapes.

2 meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 32:8 As in Dead Sea

~ of the angels of God; Masoretic Text reads the number of the sc
32:22 Hebrew of Sheol.

“=zrment for Israel. 32:31 The mear
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the Lorp will personally go ahead of you.BE = Now summon all the elder§ and officials of your tribes, 15 “But Israel* soon became fat and unruly;

a2 will neither fail you nor abandon you "at I can speak to them directly and call heaven and the people grew heavy, plump, and stuffed!

&£ v 71 to witness against them. 291 know that after my death Then they abandoned the God who had made them;
J of the Book of Instruction vill become utterly corrupt and will turn from the WayI they made light of the Rock of their salvatior}.

> this entire body of instruction in a bosl = commanded you to follow. In the days to come, disas- 16 They stirred up his jealousy by worshiping foreign

- priests, who carried the Ark of the Lorgt = +71] come down on you, for you will do what is evil in the gods; .

a the elders of Israel. 1Then Moses ga% ='s sight, making him very angry with your actions.” they provoked his fury with detestable deeds.

and: “At the end of every seventh year, @ ‘

during the Festival of Shelters, 1you mss = Song of .Mose.s ' :

struction to all the people of Israel whet +ioses recited this entire song publicly to the assembly
e the Lorp your God at the place ®¢ el _

em all together—men, women, child=s 2 2 ! “Listen, O heavens, and I will speak! '8 You neglected the Rock who had fathered you;

15 living in your towns—so they may et - Hear, O earth, the words that I say! you forgot the God who had given you birth.
uction and learn to fear the Lorn your @8 = my teaching fall on you like rain; 19 “The Lorp saw this and drew back

Sl the terms of these instructionSiggy o Gy h-k s provoked to anger by his own S(;l’lS and daughters
children who have not known these & - my words fall like rain on tender grass, 2 He said, Twill abandon them. 8! -
r them and will learn to fear the Lol ike gentle showers on young plants. : ]

17 They offered sacrifices to demons, which are not God,
to gods they had not known before,
to new gods only recently arrived,
to gods their ancestors had never feared.

as long as you live in the land you & “Iproclaim the name of the Lorp; Fog[}tl}?el S;fg";%?;?“;iggégim'
an fo occupy.” oW Elotions (SO God! chilgren without in%e ity
is the Rock; his deeds are perfect. 21 Thev h At %rr : b Hiping things that
dience Predicted tverything he does is just and fair. €y fiave rmése i mmyJealousy by worshiping things tha
said to Moses, “The time has come for sl s a faithful God who does no wrong; h ar; not God; Ked ith h . 1
sz and present yourselves at the Tab@ww “0w just and upright he is! t ei}(lioive provoked my anger with their useless
5 im;sﬁzggl\gei'thseothgesfm -t they have acted corruptly toward him; Now I'will rouse their jealousy through people who are
Aai:));eared to them in a pillar of cloud =& ‘hen they act so perversily, not even a people;
o to the sacted terit. hey really his children?

T'will provoke their anger through the foolish
0 Moses, “You are about to die anc il They are a deceitful and twisted generation. Gentiles.

Ty hese people will n=mi tisthe way you repay the Lorb, 22 For my anger blazes forth like fire
acisltl}ferg Ogé?gf ihzslar?d V\II:;lefe thevm 2u foolish and senseless people? and burns to the depths of the grave.*
abandon me and break my covenant * he your Father who created you?

It devours the earth and all its crops

them. 7Then my anger will blaze fmm -as he not made you and established you? and ignites the foundations of the mountains.

them, hiding my face Smt ~ember the days of long ago; 2 Twill heap disasters upon them
1 os iisgg?ed eTerrible trgoub}l,e wil o 1ink about the generations past. and shoot them down with my arrows.
i on that day tﬁey will say, ‘These disasmi. our father, and he will inform you. 24 Iwill weaken them with famine,
on ; s because God is no longer amamgm “quire of your elders, and they will tell you. burning fever, and deadly disease.
«ill hide my face from them on accosmit =N the Most High assigned lands to the nations, I'will send the fangs of wild beasts
ommit by worshiping other gods. “en he divided up the human race,

and poisonous snakes that glide in the dust.
% Outside, the sword will bring death,
and inside, terror will strike

»mn the words of this song, and teacs 88

tablished the boundaries of the peoples
zel. Help them learn it, so it may

cording to the number in his heavenly court.*

szinst them. 20For I will bring them “the people of Israel belong to the Logp; bot&) )tlglfr?fga ;r;(;r; ﬁg(i g:gneg dwomen,

give their ancestors—a land flow=g =-0b is his special possession. 35 Tviould Have anmiblat d%h -

There they will become prospero=s. ~und them in a desert land, wol ; aoetae o }?ee rr?o o s

J o become fa. Bt el _ 2nempty, howling wasteland. 27 Bu:\? ?e:;geduthevteaum olfnlesraelr'}; znem g

s, they will despise me and break -rrounded them and watched over them; 26 HEL Y.

en great disasters come down on e ; Wwho might misunderstand and say,

en g by guarded them as he would guard his own i £ "

s evidence against them, for it will= Syes * Our own power has triumphed! -

ir descendants. I know the int ~ eagle that rouses her chicks The Lorp had nothing to do with this!
il before they have entered S < hovers over her young, 28 “But Israel is a senseless nation;

m

spread his wings to take them up
~- carried them safely on his pinions.
2rD alone guided them;
= followed no foreign gods.
lemride over the highlands
- Teast on the crops of the fields.

day Moses wrote down the woras @i

it 1o the Israelites.
®D0 commissioned Joshua son o2
srong and courageous, for you
zel into the land I swore to give &

the people are foolish, without understanding.
2 Oh, that they were wise and could understand this!
Oh, that they might know their fate!
30 How could one person chase a thousand of them,
and two people put ten thousand to flight,
unless their Rock had sold them,
. ) : 3 -1 -rished them with honey from the rock unless the Lorp had given them up?
s had finished writing this entirs SEESE - olive oil from the stony ground. 31 But the rock of our enemies is not like our Rock,
book, 2he gave this command &= Tl - them yogurt from the herd as even they recognize.*
d the Atk O(fi ﬂ‘ie Lo_ﬁizsfgzz@;mw milk from the flock, 32 Their vine grows from the vine of Sodom,
Tuction and place i 12 AL,

. S \ Ter with the fat of lambs. from the vineyards of Gomorrah.
LORD your God, so it may rermai Seuises them choice rams from Bashan, and goats, Their grapes are poison,
fie people of Israel. 27For I 15,3. -—— e ner with the choicest wheat. and their clusters are bitter.
born you are. Even now, wisies "k the finest wine, 33 Their wine is the venom of serpents,
e with youbi‘fl‘.loﬁvxﬁb;;f“_&w = from the juice of grapes. the deadly poison of cobras.
h more rebelli 2 -

of the Hebrew is uncertain.  32:8 As in Dead Sea Scrolls, which read the number of the sons of God, and Gree
of God; Masoretic Text reads the number of the sons of Israel.  32:10 Hebrew as the pupil of h
ael.  32:22 Hebrew of Sheol. 32:31 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. Greek version

31:14 Hebrew Tent of Meeting s w8



DEUTERONOMY 33 ...page 128

34 “The Lorob says, 'Am I not storing up these things,
sealing them away in my treasury?
35 T will take revenge; I will pay them back.
In due time their feet will slip.
Their day of disaster will arrive,
and their destiny will overtake them.’

36 “Indeed, the LoRrp will give justice to his people,
and he will change his mind about* his servants,
when he sees their strength is gone
and no one is left, slave or free.
37 Then he will ask, ‘Where are their gods,
the rocks they fled to for refuge?
38 Where now are those gods,
who ate the fat of their sacrifices
and drank the wine of their offerings?
Let those gods arise and help you!
Let them provide you with shelter!
39 Look now; I myself am he!
There is no other god but me!
I am the one who kills and gives life;
Iam the one who wounds and heals;
no one can be rescued from my powerful hand!
40 Now I raise my hand to heaven
and declare, “As surely as I live,
41 when I sharpen my flashing sword
and begin to carry out justice,
I'will take revenge on my enemies
and repay those who reject me.
42 Twill make my arrows drunk with blood,
and my sword will devour flesh—
the blood of the slaughtered and the captives,
and the heads of the enemy leaders.””

43 “Rejoice with him, you heavens,

and let all of God’s angels worship him.*
Rejoice with his people, you nations,

and let all the angels be strengthened in him.*
For he will avenge the blood of his servants;

he will take revenge against his enemies.
He will repay those who hate him*

and cleanse the land for his people.”

4480 Moses came with Joshua* son of Nun and recited all
the words of this song to the people.

45When Moses had finished reciting all these words to
the people of Israel, 4he added: “Take to heart all the words
of warning I have given you today. Pass them on as a com-
mand to your children so they will obey every word of these
instructions. 4’These instructions are not empty words—
they are your life! By obeying them you will enjoy a long life
in the land you will occupy when you cross the Jordan
River.”

Moses’ Death Foretold

48That same day the Lorp said to Moses, 4“Go to Moab, to
the mountains east of the river,* and climb Mount Nebo,
which is across from Jericho. Look out across the land of Ca-
naan, the land I am giving to the people of Israel as their own
special possession. 59Then you will die there on the moun-
tain. You will join your ancestors, just as Aaron, your brother,
died on Mount Hor and joined his ancestors. 5'For both of

you betrayed me with the Israelites at the waters of Merib:
at Kadesh* in the wilderness of Zin. You failed to demoi
strate my holiness to the people of Israel there. 52So you
see the land from a distance, but you may not enter the I
Iam giving to the people of Israel.”

Moses Blesses the People ¢
33 This is the blessing that Moses, the man of God, g
to the people of Israel before his death:
2 “The Lorp came from Mount Sinai
and dawned upon us* from Mount Seir;
he shone forth from Mount Paran
and came from Meribah-kadesh
with flaming fire at his right hand.*
3 Indeed, he loves his people;*
all his holy ones are in his hands.
They follow in his steps
and accept his teaching.
4 Moses gave us the Lorp's instruction,
the special possession of the people of Israel.*
5 The Lorp became king in Israel*—
when the leaders of the people assembled,
when the tribes of Israel gathered as one.” )

6Moses said this about the tribe of Reuben:*

“Let the tribe of Reuben live and not die out,
though they are few in number.”

7Moses said this about the tribe of Judah: {‘
"

“O Lorb, hear the cry of Judah |
and bring them together as a people. : |
Give them strength to defend their cause; I
help them against their enemies!” §

8Moses said this about the tribe of Levi:

“0O Lorb, you have given your Thummim and Urim—the ‘
sacred lots—
to your faithful servants the Levites.* i

& grwn

You put them to the test at Massah g -
!

and struggled with them at the waters of Meribah.
9 The Levites obeyed your word :
and guarded your covenant. !

They were more loyal to you ﬁ‘
than to their own parents. ‘

They ignored their relatives
and did not acknowledge their own children.
10 They teach your regulations to Jacob;
they give your instructions to Israel.
They present incense before you
and offer whole burnt offerings on the altar.
11 Bless the ministry of the Levites, O Lorb,
and accept all the work of their hands.
Hit their enemies where it hurts the most;
strike down their foes so they never rise again.”

e )

2Moses said this about the tribe of Benjamin:

“The people of Benjamin are loved by the Lorp
and live in safety beside him.

He surrounds them continuously
and preserves them from every harm.”

32:36 Or will take revengefor. 32:43a As in Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version; Masoretic Text lacks the first two lines. Compare Heb 1:6.  32:43b As
32:44 Hebrew Hoshea, &
33:2a As in Greek and Syriac versions
Hebrew reads upon them.  33:2b Or came from myriads of holy ones, from the south, Jfrom his mountain slopes. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.
33:3 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads Indeed, lover of the peoples. ~33:4 Hebrew of Jacob. The names “Jacob” and “Israel” are often interchanged
throughout the Old Testament, referring sometimes to the individual patriarch and sometimes to the nation. ~ 33:5 Hebrew in Jeshurun, a term of

33:6 Hebrew lacks Moses said this about the tribe of Reuben.

in Greek version; Hebrew text lacks this line.
variant name for Joshua.

endearment for Israel.

32:43¢ Asin Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version; Masoretic Text lacks this line.
32:49 Hebrew the mountains of Abarim.  32:51 Hebrew waters of Meribath-kadesh.

33:8 As in Greek version; Hebrew lacks the Levites.

2ses said this about the tribes of Joseph:

2y their land be blessed by the Lorp
with the precious gift of dew from the heavens
and water from beneath the earth; :
“th the rich fruit that grows in the sun,
and the rich harvest produced each month;
“th the finest crops of the ancient mountains, p
and the abundance from the everlasting hills;
“th the best gifts of the earth and its bounty,
and the favor of the one who appeared in the burning
bush. 2
2y these blessings rest on Joseph's head,
crowning the brow of the prince among his brothers.

zseph has the majesty of a young bull;

~= will gore distant nations,

ne has the horns of a wild ox.

driving them to the ends of the earth.
7is is my blessing for the multitudes of Ephraim
and the thousands of Manasseh.”

Jses said this about the tribes of Zebulun and Issachar*:

‘ay the people of Zebulun prosper in their travels.
May the people of Issachar prosper at home in their T
tents. :

ney summon the people to the mountain -
10 offer proper sacrifices there. fi
“ney benefit from the riches of the sea fi
and the hidden treasures in the sand.” 0
~ses said this about the tribe of Gad: ‘tA(
“'essed is the one who enlarges Gad'’s territory! L
Gad is poised there like a lion A

10 tear off an arm or a head. d

"2 people of Gad took the best land for themselves; €

a leader’s share was assigned to them.

nen the leaders of the people were assembled, o
they carried out the Lorp’s justice ir
and obeyed his regulations for Israel.” ki
>ses said this about the tribe of Dan: 51]
“znisalion’s cub, M
leaping out from Bashan.” in
2ses said this about the tribe of Naphtali: fe
2 Naphtali, you are rich in favor o
and full of the Lorp’s blessings;
may you possess the west and the south.” M
“uoses said this about the tribe of Asher: {:]
A2y Asher be blessed above other sons; er
may he be esteemed by his brothers; in

% Hebrew lacks and Issachar.  33:26 Hebrew of Jeshurun, a term of endearm

zmaritan Pentateuch and some Greek manuscripts read They buried him.
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2y their land be blessed by the Lorp
vith the precious gift of dew from the heavens
nd water from beneath the earth;
1 the rich fruit that grows in the sun,
2nd the rich harvest produced each month;
1 the finest crops of the ancient mountains,
:nd the abundance from the everlasting hills;
"~ the best gifts of the earth and its bounty,
=nd the favor of the one who appeared in the burning
bush.
these blessings rest on Joseph's head,
~owning the brow of the prince among his brothers.
=oh has the majesty of a young bull;
"= has the horns of a wild ox.
7l gore distant nations,
“Tiving them to the ends of the earth.
s my blessing for the multitudes of Ephraim
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== said this about the tribes of Zebulun and Issachar*:

=+ the people of Zebulun prosper in their travels.
2y the people of Issachar prosper at home in their
tents.
summon the people to the mountain
Jffer proper sacrifices there.
oenefit from the riches of the sea
~d the hidden treasures in the sand.”

s2id this about the tribe of Gad:

:2d is the one who enlarges Gad’s territory!

poised there like a lion

off an arm or a head.

le of Gad took the best land for themselves;

er’s share was assigned to them.

e leaders of the people were assembled,
carried out the Lorp's justice

- obeyed his regulations for Israel.”

21d this about the tribe of Dan:

z lion’s cub,
- ng out from Bashan.”

z1d this about the tribe of Naphtali:

-71ali, you are rich in favor
21l of the LorD's blessings;
ou possess the west and the south.”

= J this about the tribe of Asher:

“et be blessed above other sons;
“= be esteemed by his brothers;
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may he bathe his feet in olive oil.
25 May the bolts of your gates be of iron and bronze;
may you be secure all your days.”

26 “There is no one like the God of Israel.*
He rides across the heavens to help you,
across the skies in fnajestic splendor.

27 The eternal God is your refuge,
and his everlasting arms are under you.

He drives out the enemy before you;
he cries out, ‘Destroy them!’

28 So Israel will live in safety,
prosperous Jacob in security,

inaland of grain and new wine,
while the heavens drop down dew.

2% How blessed you are, O Israel!

Who else is like you, a people saved by the Lorp?
He is your protecting shield

and your triumphant sword!
Your enemies will cringe before you,

and you will stomp on their backs!”

The Death of Moses
3 4 Then Moses went up to Mount Nebo from the plains
of Moab and climbed Pisgah Peak, which is across
from Jericho. And the Lorp showed him the whole land,
from Gilead as far as Dan; 2all the land of Naphtali; the land
of Ephraim and Manasseh; all the land of Judah, extending
to the Mediterranean Sea*; 3the Negev; the Jordan Valley
with Jericho—the city of palms—as far as Zoar. 4Then the
Lorp said to Moses, “This is the land I promised on oath to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when I said, ‘T will give it to your
descendants.’Thave now allowed you to see it with your own
eyes, but you will not enter the land.”

580 Moses, the servant of the Lorb, died there in the land
of Moab, just as the Lorp had said. 6The Lorp buried him*
in a valley near Beth-peor in Moab, but to this day no one
knows the exact place. ’Moses was 120 years old when he
died, yet his eyesight was clear, and he was as strong as ever.
8The people of Israel mourned for Moses on the plains of
Moab for thirty days, until the customary period of mourn-
ing was over.

Now Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom,
for Moses had laid his hands on him. So the people of Israel
obeyed him, doingjust as the Lorp had commanded Moses.

10There has never been another prophet in Israel like
Moses, whom the Lorp knew face to face. 1"Fhe Lorp sent
him to perform all the miraculous signs and wonders in the
land of Egypt against Pharaoh, and all his servants, and his
entire land. 12With mighty power, Moses performed terrify-
ing acts in the sight of all Israel.

=-ksand Issachar.  33:26 Hebrew of Jeshurun, a term of endearment for Israel. 34:2 Hebrew the westernsea. 34:6 Hebrew He buried

“entateuch and some Greek manuscripts read They buried him.
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Author Joshua, according to Jewish tradition (except for the ending, possibly written by Phinehas the

high priest)
Date Written 1380 B.C.

Content The book of Joshua is about leadership—more specifically, about Joshua's leadership of the
Israelites. At the opening of the book, Moses had already died, and Joshua had been appointed
his successor. While the Israelites waited on the plains of Moab, Joshua prepared them for
battle. Once they were ready, Joshua led them across the Jordan River to begin their conquest
of the land God had promised them. The Israelites then fought three campaigns: (1) one in the
central region, (2) one in the south, and (3) one in the north. After the initial victories, Joshua
and his people divided the land among the tribes of Israel. As the book comes to an end, Joshua -
is old and close to death, and he urges the Israelites to follow the LORD their God.

mand us, and we will go wherever you send us. 7We -
obey you just as we obeyed Moses. And may the LoRbD

The LORD’s Charge to Joshua

After the death of Moses the Lorp’s servant, the Lorp
spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant. He said,
2“Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has come
for you to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan
River into the land I am giving them. 3] promise you what I
promised Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land
I have given you—4from the Negev wilderness in the south
to the Lebanon mountains in the north, from the Euphrates
River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea* in the west, in-
cluding all the land of the Hittites.’ SNo one will be able to
stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as

I'was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you.
6“Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will
lead these people to possess all the land I swore to their an-
cestors I would give them. 7Be strong and very courageous.
Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do
not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the
left. Then you will be successful in everything you do.
8Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it
day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written
in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.
9This is my command-—be strong and courageous! Do not be
afraid or discouraged. For the Lorp your God is with you

wherever you go.”

Joshua’s Charge to the Israelites
19Joshua then commanded the officers of Israel, 11“Go
through the camp and tell the people to get their provisions
ready. In three days you will cross the Jordan River and take
possession of the land the Lorb your God is giving you.”

12Then Joshua called together the tribes of Reuben, Gad,
and the half-tribe of Manasseh. He told them, 13“Remember
what Moses, the servant of the Lorp, commanded you: ‘The
Lorp your God is giving you a place of rest. He has given you
this land.’ *#Your wives, children, and livestock may remain
here in the land Moses assigned te you on the east side of
the Jordan River. But your strong warriors, fully armed, must
lead the other tribes across the Jordan to help them conquer
their territory. Stay with them Suntil the Lorp gives them
rest, as he has given you rest, and until they, too, possess the
land the Lorp your God is giving them. Only then may you
return and settle here on the east side of the Jordan River in
the land that Moses, the servant of the Lorp, assigned to
you.”

16They answered Joshua, “We will do whatever you com-
1:4 Hebrew the Great Sea.

2:1 Hebrew Shittim.  2:10a Hebrew sea of reeds.

¢

God be with you as he was with Moses. 18Anyone who re
against your orders and does not obey your words
everything you command will be put to death. So be str
and courageous!”

Rahab Protects the Spies g
Then Joshua secretly sent out two spies from the Israe
ite camp at Acacia Grove.* He instructed them, “Scom

out the land on the other side of the Jordan River, especia

around Jericho.” So the two men set out and came to ti¥
house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there thi
night.

2But someone told the king of Jericho, “Some Israelit2
have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 3So the king

Jericho sent orders to Rahab: “Bring out the gggn who hae

come into your house, for Sk}ey have come here to spy @

the whole land.” 5 -
4Rahab had hidden the two men, but she replied, “Ye
the men were here earlier, but I didn’t know where the
were from. 5They left the town at dusk, as the gates we
about to close. I don’t know where they went. If you hi
you can probably catch up with them.” 6(Actually, she hat
taken them up to the roof and hidden them beneath bus
dles of flax she had laid out.) 7So the king’s men went logit
ing for the spies along the road leading to the shallow
crossings of the Jordan River. And as soon as the king’s met
had left, the gate of Jericho was shut.

on the roof to talk with them. *“I know the Lorp has gives
you this land,” she told them. “We are all afraid of ys
Everyone in the land is living in terror. 19For we have hea®
how the Lorp made a dry path for you through the Red S&
when you left Egypt. And we know what you did to Sih
and Og, the two Amorite kings east of the Jordan Rivel
whose people you completely destroyed.* 1'"No wondere
hearts have melted in fear! No one has the courage to fig
after hearing such things. For the Lorp your God is the s
preme God of the heavens above and the earth below.

12“Now swear to me by the Lorp that you will be kind#

me and my family since I have helped you. Give me som
guarantee that 3when Jericho is conguered, you will let =%

live, along with my father and mother, ray brothers and s

ters, and all their families.”
14“We offer our own lives as a guarantee for your safen
2:10b The Hebrew term used here refers to the complete consecratic=

of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an offering.

LAJ

1

“= [am with you, just as I was with Moses. 8Give this com-
&Before the spieswent to sleep that night, Rahab wenta m

= men agreed. “If you don't betray us, we will Kkeep our
mise andbekind to you when the Lorp gives us the land.”
> Ihen, since Rahab’s house was built into the town wall,
= 't them down by a rope through the window. 16“Escape
~2 hill country,” she told them. “Hide there for three days
"o the men searching for you. Then, when they have re-
=d, you can go on your way.”
"Before they left, the men told her, “We will be bound by
= oath we have taken only if you follow these instructions.
en we come into the land, you must leave this scarlet
-= hanging from the window through which you let us
7. And all your family members—your father, mother,
“ers, and all your relatives—must be here inside the
2. If they go out inito the street and are killed, it will
22 our fault. But if anyone lays a hand on people inside
75 house, we will accept the responsibility for their death.
£ vou t{;etray us, however, we are not bound by this oath in
way.”
“Taccept your terms,” she replied. And she sent themon
“way, lgawng the scarlet rope hanging from the window.
“The spies went up into the hill country and stayed there
== days. The men who were chasing them searched
=ywhere along the road, but they finally returned without
]
hern the two spies came down from the hill country,
wssed the Jordan River, and reported to Joshua all that had ¢
<oened to them. 2#“The Lorp has given us the whole land,” 1
"=+ said, “for all the people in the land are terrified of us.”
1 I
"= Israelites Cross the Jordan /
y the next merning Joshua and all the Israclites left s
Cia Grove* and arrived at the banks of the Jordan
= where they camped before crossing. 2Three days later t
sraelite officers went through the camp, 3giving thesein-  f
i
s

“ictions to the people: “When you see the Levitical priests
“=ring the Ark of the Covenant of the Lorb your God, move
“ from your positions and follow them. 4Since you have
= (raveled this way before, they will guide you. Stay about
== mile* behind them, keeping a clear distance between
2nd the Ark. Make sure you don’t come any closer.”
‘hen Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for to-
Tow the Lorp will do great wonders among you.”
0 the morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the
of the Covenant and lead the people across the river.”
= 50 they started out and went ahead of the people.
he Lom? told Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a
"= leader in the eyes of all the Israelites. They will know

“J to the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant:
=n you reach the banks of the Jordan River, take a few
s into the river and stop there.”

~0 Joshua told the Israelites, “Come and listen to what
= LORD your God says. °Today you will know that the liv-

¢ -od is among you. He will surely drive out the Canaan-
Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and
=sites ahead of you. 1'Look, the Ark of the Covenant,

- belongs to the Lord of the whole earth, will lead you

=5 the Jordan River! 12Now choose twelve men from the
225 of Israel, one from each tribe. 13The priests will carry

‘rk of the Lor, the Lord of all the earth. As soon as their

- touch the water, the flow of water will be cut off up-
7=2m, and the river will stand up like a wall.”

S0 the people left their camp to cross the Jordan, and
= riests who were carrying the Ark of the Covenant went
=21 of them. 'SIt was the harvest season, and the Jordan
W Shittim.  3:4 Hebrew about 2,000 cubits [920 meters]. 3:16 Hebrey
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“his day in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred in late March, April, or
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—<n agreed. “If you don't betray us, we will keep our

~seand bekind to you when the Lorb gives us the land.”

"7en, since Rahab's house was built into the town wall,
= them down by arope through the window. 16“Escape
= nill country,” she told them. “Hide there for three days

" e men searching for you. Then, when they have re-

=2 you can go on your way.”
. they left, the men told her, “We will be bound by
=1 we have taken only if you follow these instructions.
"=l we come into the land, you must leave this scarlet
nanging from the window through which you let us
" And all your family members—your father, mother,
“=rs, and all your relatives—must be here inside the
"’If they go out into the street and are killed, it will
= our fault. But if anyone lays a hand on people inside
“ouse, we will accept the responsibility for their death.
etray us, however, we are not bound by this oath in

=Cceptyour terms,” she replied. And she sent them on
2y, leaving the scarlet rope hanging from the window.
~"¢ spies went up into the hill country and stayed there
“2ys. The men who were chasing them searched
nere along the road, but they finally returned without

~“en the two spies came down from the hil! country,
= the Jordan River, and reported to Joshua all that had
= 2d to them. 2#“The LoRrp has given us the whole land,”
=4, "for all the people in the land are terrified of us.”

sraelites Cross the Jordan
v the next merning Joshua and all the Israelites left
=Cla Grove* and arrived at the banks of the Jordan
re they camped before crossing. 2Three days later
«lite officers went through the camp, 3giving these in-
's to the people: “When you see the Levitical priests

"z the Ark of the Covenant of the Lorp your God, move

your positions and follow them. 4Since you have
d this way before, they will guide you. Stay about
behind them, keeping a clear distance between
- he Ark. Make sure you don’t come any closer.”
* Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for to-
the Lorp will do great wonders among you.”
~= morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the

“2 Covenant and lead the people across the river.”

“ey started out and went ahead of the people.

-9RD told Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a
in the eyes of all the Israelites. They will know
h you, just as I was with Moses. 8Give this com-

the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant:

2 reach the banks of the Jordan River, take a few

the river and stop there.””

“7ua told the Israelites, “Come and listen to what

our God says. "*Today you will know that the liv-

= 2mong you. He will surely drive out the Canaan-
~=s, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and
2nead of you. "Look, the Ark of the Covenant,
-7gs to the Lord of the whole earth, will lead you
= 'ordan River! 12Now choose twelve men from the
<"2el, one from each tribe. 13The priests will carry

Tie Lorp, the Lord of all the earth. As soon as their
e water, the flow of water will be cut off up-

river will stand up like a wall.”
eople left their camp to cross the Jordan, and
fo were carrying the Ark of the Covenant went
“=m. 151t was the harvest season, and the Jordan

T
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was overflowing its banks. But as soon as the feet of the
priests who were carrying the Ark touched the water at the
river's edge, '6the water above that point began backingupa
great distance away at a town cailed Adam, which is near
Zarethan. And the water below that point flowed on to the
Dead Sea* yntil the riverbed was dry. Then all the people
crossed over near the town of Jericho.

”Meanwthile, the priests who were carrying the Ark of
the Lorp's Covenant stood on dry ground in the middle of
the riverbed as the people passed by. They waited there un-
til the whole nation of Israel had crossed the Jordan on dry
ground.

Memorials to the Jordan Crossing
4 When all the people had crossed the Jordan, the Lorp
said to Joshua, 2’Now choose twelve men, one from
each tribe. 3Tell them, ‘Take twelve stones from the very
place where the priests are standing in the middle of the Jor-
dan. Carry them out and pile them up at the place where you
will camp tonight.””
4S0 Joshua called together the twelve men he h
sen—one from each of the tribes of Israel SHe
“Go into the middle of the Jordan, in fro
Lorp your God. Each of you must pick
carry it out on your shoulder—twelve stone
each of the twelve tribes of Israel. sWe wil
to build a memorial. In the future your ¢
‘What do these stones mean? 7Then you car
remind us that the Jordan River sto
Ark of the Lorp’s Covenant went a
stand as a memorial among the peo
850 the men did as Joshua had ¢
took twelve stones from the middle
for each tribe, just as the Logp had
them to the place where they campe:
structed the memorial there.
Joshua also set up another pile of mweh
middle of the Jordan, at the place w?
ried the Ark of the Covenant wer
there to this day.
10The priests who
dle of the riv 1

hurried a
safely on th
Ark of the Lorp as

Jordan, just as Moses had directed. 13T¢
about 40,000 strong—were ready for
was with them as they crossed over to

*That day the Lorp made Joshua a
eyes of all the Israelites, and for the rest
vered him as much as they had revered Mo
15The Lorp had said to Joshua, 16“Comma

riverbed.” 17So Joshua gave the comman
priests carrying the Ark of the Lorp’s Cow
of theriverbed and their feet were on high gr
of the jordan returned and overflowed its as before.

'*The people crossed the Jordan on the tenth day of the
first month.* Then they camped at Gilgal, just east of Jeri-
cho. 20Tt was there at Gilgal that Joshua piled up the twelve
stones taken from the Jordan River.

21Then Joshua said to the Israelites, “In the future your

“m. 3:4 Hebrew about 2,000 cubits[920 meters]. 3:16 Hebrew the sez of the Arabah, the Salt Sea.  4:16 Hebrew Ak of the Testimony.
© e ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred in late March, April, or early May.
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children will ask, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22Then you Jericho, its King, and all its strong warriors. 3You and your
can tell them, ‘This is where the Israelites crossed the Jordan fighting men should march around the town once a day for
on dry ground.’ 23For the Lorp your God dried up the river six days. 4Seven priests will walk ahead of the Ark, each car
right before your eyes, and he kept it dry until you were all rying a ram’s horn. On the seventh day you are to marck
across, just as he did at the Red Sea* when he dried itup un- around the town seven times, with the priests blowing the
til we had all crossed over. 2¢He did this so all the nations of - horns. SWhen you hear the priests give one long blast on the
the earth might know that the Lorp’s hand is powerful,and rams’ horns, have all the people shout‘as loud as they can
so you might fear the Lorp your God forever.” Then the walls of the town will collapse, and the people car
When all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all

charge straight into the town.”
5 6So Joshua called together the priests and said, “Take u
the Canaanite kings who lived along the Mediterranean the Ark of the Lorp’s Covenant, and assign seven priests &
coast* heard how the Lorp had dried up the Jordan River so - walk in front of it, each carrying aram’s horn.” 7Then he ga#
the people of Israel could cross, they lost heart and were orders to the people: “March around the town, and the
paralyzed with fear because of them. armed men will lead the way in front of the Ark of the Lor
) 8After Joshua spoke to the people, the seven priests wift
Israel Reestablishes Covenant Ceremonies the rams’ horns started marching in the presence of e
2At that time the Loro told Joshua, “Make flint knives and [ ,oxp, blowing the horns as they marched. And the Ark @
circumcise this second generation of Israelites.*” 380 Josh-  the 1orp's Covenant followed behind them. 9Some of the
ua made flint knives and circumcised the entire male popu-  armed men marched in front of the priests with the horm
lation of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth.* and some behind the Ark, with the priests continually blow:
4Joshua had to circumcise them because all the men who ing the horns. 19“Do not shout; do not even talk,” Josht:
were old enough to fight in battle when they left Egypt had - commanded. “Not a single word from any of you until I te
died in the wilderness. 5Those who left Egypt had all been you to shout. Then shout!” 11So the Ark of the LorD was c&
circumcised, but nene of those born after the Exodus, dur-  rieq around the town once that day, and then everyone &
ing the years in the wilderness, had been circumcised. 6The tyrned to spend the night in the camp.
Israelites had traveled in the wilderness for forty years until 12Joshua got up early the next morning, and the priess
all the men who were old enough to fight in battle when they again carried the Ark of the Lorp. 13The seven priests will
left Egypt had died. For they had disobeyed the Lorp, and e ramg’ horns marched in front of the Ark of the Logs
the Lorp vowed he would not let them enter the land he had blowing their horns. Again the armed men marched both#
sworn to give us—a land flowing with milk and honey. S0 - gront of the priests with the horns and behind the Ark of i
Joshua circumcised their sons—those who had grown up to 1 orp Al this time the priests were blowing their hor®
take their fathers’ places—for they had not been circum- 149 the second day they again marched around the tow i
cised on the way to the Promised Land. 8After all the males o and returned {o the camp. They followed this pa
had been circumcised, they rested in the camp until they 4 iy days.
were healed. 15 seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn
*Then the Loro said to Joshua, “Today | have rolled away marc?\rédﬂzlxiound the tov)\,m as theyeh;d d%ne IFeforeA But
the Shame of your .slavery in Egypt.” So that place has been time they went around the town seven times. 6The sev
called Ciiga o thls.day. ’ . time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on
1oWhile the Israelites were camped at Gilgal on the plains horns, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the
of Jericho, they celebrated Passover on the evening of the has gi\'/en you the town! 17Jericho and'everyth.ing init
fourteenth day of the first month.* 1'The very next day they be completely destroyed* as an offering to the Loro.
began to eat unleavened bread and roasted grain harvested Rahab the prostitute and the others in her house will
from the land. 12No manna appeared on the day they first ate spared, for she protected our spies
from the crops of the land, and it was never seen again. S0 ™ ygupy 1 i any of the things <o apart for destruct
from that time on the Israelites ate from the crops of Canaan. or you yourselves will be completely destroyed, and you
bring trouble on the camp of Israel. 1?Everything made
silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the Lorp and mu
brought into his treasury.” b
20When the people heard the sound of the rams’ hom#s
they shouted as loud as they could. Suddenly, the walls#

The LoRD’s Commander Confronts Joshua

13When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up
and saw a man standing in front of him with sword in hand.
Joshua went up to him and demanded, “Are you friend or

foe?” - 4 .
14“Neither one,” he replied. “I am the commander of the Jericho collapsed, and the Israelites charged straight i
Lorp's army.” the town and captured it. 2'They completely destrow

At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in rever- €verything in it with their swords—men and women, yo
ence. “T am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do you @nd0ld, cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys. . !
want your servant to do?” ZZMeanwhlle, Joshua sqld to the two spies, Keep ¥

1sThe commander of the Lorp’s army replied, “Take off Promise. Go to the prostitute’s house and bring her

your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” along withall her family.” .
And Joshua did as he was told. 2The men who had been spies went in and brought s

Rahab, her father, mother, brothers, and all the other rei
The Fall of Jericho tives who were with her. They moved her whole family&="

6 Now the gates of Jericho were tightly shut because the safe place near the camp of Israel. w
people were afraid of the Israelites. No one wasallowed ~ 24Then the Israelites burned the town and everything i
to go out or in. 2But the Lorp said to Joshua, “I have givenyou Only the things made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron we
4:23 Hebrew sea of reeds.  5:1 Hebrew along thesea.  5:2 Or circumcise the Israelites a second time.  5:3 Gibeath-haaraloth means “hill of foreskins™
5:9 Gilgal sounds like the Hebrew word galal, meaning “toroll.”  5:10 This day in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred in late March, April, or east &
May. 6:17 The Hebrew term used here refers to the complete consecration of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving thema
an offering; similarly in 6:18, 21. r

- for the treasury of the Lorn’s house 2550 Joshi

ot s i uaspared
2b the prostitute and her relatives who were with }ll)er in |

= Nouse, becauge she had hidden the spies Joshua sent to
-ho. And she lives among the Israelites to this day.

“At that time Joshua invoked this curse: ;

Jay the curse of the Lor fall on anyone L
who tries to rebuild the town of Jericho.

;he cost of his firstborn son, /

he will lay its foundation. B

b

“1 the cost of his youngest son,
17

he will set up its gates.”
- Ié
S0 the Lorp was with Joshua, and his reputati
y tati w
ighout the land. e Ir
ol

. :}efeats the Israelites

7

ut Israel violated the instructions about the thin, Le
 =part for the Lorp.* A man named Achan had sgtglseerf fe
2 of these dedicated things, so the Lorp was veryangry m
" the _Isrqelites. Achan was the son of Carmi a descen-
rIb Zimri* son of Zerah, of the tribe of Iudah'.
Jsnua sent some of his men from Jericho to spy o fu
n of Ai, east of Bethel, near Beth-aven. 3Wherpéythg)t/tr}: we
ed, they told Joshua, “There’s no need for all ofustogo toc
rf.; it yvop’t take more than two or three thousandmen wi
Ck AL Since there are so few of them, don't make éll
the

Lo

people struggle to go up there ”
S0 approximately 3,000 warriors were sent, but they Acl
s oundly defeated. The men of Ai Schased the Israelitez BT

the town gate as far as the quarries,* and they killed Jos

Jtthirty-six who were retreating
‘es were paralyzed with fear at this
- courage melted away. L tht:
’shua and the elders of Israel tore their clothing in dis- <
':,rew dust on their heads, and bowed face do&%llg)%lse gll;
od before the Ark of the Lorp until evening. Then “WI
42 cried out, “Oh, Sovereign Lok, why did you bringus  brir
the Jordan River if Yyou are going to let the Amorites and
If only we had been content to stay on the other side!  hea
<. what can I say now that Israel has fled from its ene-. iswi
jFor when the Canaanites and all the other peopleliv- sinc
" the land hear about it, they will surround us and wipe
“ame off the face of the earth, And then what willhap- The
0 :h(;1 honor of your great name?” 8 '
“utthe Lorp said to Joshua, “Get up! Wh ar i
our face like this? 11Israel has singed ar)lld ber)(;(l);ray‘mns have(
= jant! They have stolen some of the things that I com- land
i;d must be set apart for me. And they have not only king.
= _ther_n but have lied about it and hidden the things stock
g their own l_)elongings‘ '2That is why the Israelites are 38
: :,g from their enemies in defeat. For now Israel itself Joshu
: ig esre; a;;art for d%struction. Iwillnotremainwithyou at nig
nless you destroy the thin
= setapart for destl'uction.y Sty A glcelfso
» =et up! Command the people to purify themselves in andw’
“ration for tomorrow. For this is what the Lorp, the untily

down the slope. TheIs- gro

Wi of Israel, says: Hidden among you, O Israel, are things say, T

wart for the Lorp. You will never defe, i 4
ou remove these things from among ;(t)l)]/‘our i Lfl(;)r?fo
In the mo_rning youmust present yourselves by tribes, the Lo
e Lorp will point out the tribe to which the guilty man theLo
8. Th_at trlpe must come forward with its clans, and 9So
oD Will point out the guilty clan. That clan will then Bethel

“2 Hebrew term used here refers to the complete consecration of things or people:

= similarlyin 7:11,12, 13,15 7:1b Asin
£s i ,12,13,15. 7: parallel text at 1 Chr 2:6; Hy

N :;rew Shm_ar. 7:21b Hebrew 200 shekels of silver, about 5 pounds it;rze “3, E’Iad"
sramsinweight.  7:26 Hebrew valley of Achor. e
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rong warriors. 3You and yo& °r the treasury of the Lorp's house. 2580 Joshuaspared - come forward, and the Lorp will point out the guilty family.

ound the town once a day Ne prostitute and her relatives who were with her in Finally, each member of the guilty family must come for-
2k ahead of the Ark,each@ ' "“use, because she had hidden the spies Joshua sent to  ward one by one. 15The one who has stolen what was set
eventh day you are to 3 And she lives among the Israelites to this day. apart for destruction will himself be burned with fire, along
.with the priests blowing &% that time Joshua invoked this curse: with everything he has, for he has broken the covenant of
ests give one long blast on : -+ the curse of the Lorb fall on anyone the Lorp and has done a horrible thing in Israel.”

ole shout as loud as they &l

70 tries to rebuild the town of Jericho.

I collapse, and the peoplec i Reh Achan’s Sin

; ? : :1(1)15 faoﬂgsfggsggzgnson’ '6Early the next morning Joshua brought the tribes of Israel
the priests and said, “Take® ‘r;lcost gfhis ot éon before the Lorp, and the tribe of Judah was singled out.
11, and assign seven priessi e will st ty tg S0n, 17Then the clans of Judah came forward, and the clan of Ze-
garam’s hom.” 7Then he g - Wil setup its gates. rah was singled out. Then the families of Zerah came for-
1 around the town, and ‘e Lorp was with Joshua, and his reputation spread Ward, and the family of Zimri was singled out. '8Every
front of the Ark of the Loss! ~out the land. member of Zimri’s family was brought forward person by
people, the seven priests wil person, and Achan was singled out.

hing in the presence of ‘ =zats the Israelites 17Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the
ey marched. And the Azl ~ 71 Israel violated the instructions about the things set LORD, the God of Israel, by telling the truth. Make your con-
. behind them. *Some o ! ‘ =7t for the LorD.* A man named Achan had stolen fession and tell me what you have done. Don't hide it from

f the priests with the
he priests continually &

t do not even talk,” jost
rd from any of you unt2 2

> the Ark of the LorD wasis
at day, and then everyome!
¥e camp.

&xt morning, and the

“these dedicated things, so the Lorp was veryangry me.”
* sraelites. Achan was the son of Carmi, a descen.  20Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the
Zimri* son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah. Lorp, the God of Israel. 21Among the plunder I saw a beauti-
~ua sent some of his men from Jericho to spy outthe ful robe from Babylon,* 200 silver coins,* and a bar of gold
1, east of Bethel, near Beth-aven. 3When they re- weighing more than a pound.* I wanted them somuch thatI
ey told Joshua, “There’s no need for all of us togo took them. They are hidden in the ground beneath my tent,
- twon't take more than two or three thousand men  with the silver buried deeper than the rest.”
AL Since there are so few of them, don't makeall 2280 ]Joshua sent some men to make a search. They ran to

ozD. 13The seven priess -'e struggle to go up there.” the tent and found the stolen goods hidden there, just as
Tont of the Ark of the & “oproximately 3,000 warriors were sent, but they Achan had said, with the silver buried beneath the rest.

1ed men marched 2 h -ndly defeated. The men of Ai Schased the Israelites 23They took the things from the tent and brought them to
s and behind the Ark o y

- lown gate as far as the quarries,* and they killed Joshua and all the Israelites. Then they laid them on the

s were blowing thexr
m marched around &
D. They followed this

~six who were retreating down the slope. The Is-  ground in the presence of the Loro.
paralyzed with fear at this turn of events, and 24Then Joshua and all the Israelites took Achan, the silver,
-7age melted away. therobe, the bar of gold, his sons, daughters, cattle, donkeys,
-2 and the elders of Israel tore their clothingin dis- sheep, goats, tent, and everything he had, and they brought
= dust on their heads, and bowed face downtothe them to the valley of Achor. 25Then Joshua said to Achan,
~=fore the Ark of the Lorp until evening. Then “Why have you brought trouble on us? The Lorp will now
~2d out, “Oh, Sovereign Lorb, why did youbringus  bring trouble on you.” And all the Israelites stoned Achan
"= Jordan River if you are going to let the Amorites and his family and burned their bodies, 26They piled a great
only we had been content to Stay on the other side! heap of stones over Achan, which remains to this day. That
“2tcan I say now that Israel has fled from its ene- is why the place has been called the Valley of Trouble* ever
- when the Canaanites and all the other peopleliv-  since. So the Lorp was no longer angry.
= and hear about it, they will surround us and wipe
= 0ff the face of the earth. And then what will hap- The Israelites Defeat Aj
= onor of your great name?” Then the Loro said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid or dis-
~< Loro said to Joshua, “Get up! Why are you lying couraged. Take all your fighting men and attack A, forl
=ce like this? Israel has sinned and broken my  have given you the king of Ai, his people, his town, and his
They have stolen some of the things that I com- land. 2Youwill destroy them as you destroyed Jericho and its
~ust be set apart for me. And they have not only king. But this time you may keep the plunder and the live-
7 but have lied about it and hidden the things  stock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the town.”
=~ own belongings. 12That is why the Israelites are 380 Joshua and all the fighting men set out to attack Ai.
m their enemies in defeat. For now Israel itself Joshua chose 30,000 of his best warriors and sent them out

sraelites got up at d2
ney had done before
i seven times. 6The sews
mnded the long biast @
‘people, “Shout! For
"ho and everythin,
n offering to the i
others in her housz Wi
pies.
gs set apart for desTal
letely destroyed, ang !
rzel "9Everything
cred tothe Lorn 2

he sound of the r=me'l
‘ould. Suddeniy, tk_
zelites charged soagel

They complet < apart for destruction. I will not remain with you  at night 4with these orders: “Hide in ambush close behind
‘ds—men and w - unless you destroy the things among you that the town and be ready for action. SWhen our main army at-
d donkeys. “art for destruction. tacks, the men of Aiwill come out to fight as they did before,
D the two spies, "M - Command the people to purify themselves in and we will run away from them. §We will let them chase us
s house and brmg - for tomorrow. For this is what the Lorp, the until we have drawn them away from the town. For they will

#=.. says: Hidden among you, O Israel, are things say, ‘The Israelites are running away from us as they did be-
~ the Lorp. You will never defeat your enemies fore.’ Then, while we are running from them, 7you will jump
Tove these things from among you. up from your ambush and take possession of the town, for
Torning you must present yourselves by tribes, the Lorp your God will give it toyou. &Set the town on fire, as

= will point out the tribe to which the guiltyman  the Lorp has commanded. You have your orders.”
“=1 tribe must come forward with its clans, and 9So they left and went to the place of ambush between
point out the guilty clan. That clan will then Bethel and the west side of Ai. But Joshua remained among

‘erm used here refers to the complete consecration of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an
17:11,12,13,15. 7:1bAsin parallel text at 1 Chr 2:6; Hebrew reads Zabdi. Also in 7:17,18.  7:5Or asfar as Shebarim,

m 7:21b Hebrew 200 shekels of silver, about 5 pounds or 2.3 kilograms in weight.  7:21c Hebrew 50 shekels, about 20 ounces

=2ht. 7:26 Hebrew valley of Achor.
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the people in the camp that night. 19Early the next morning
Joshua roused his men and started toward Ai, accompanied
by the elders of Israel. 1'All the fighting men who were with
Joshua marched in front of the town and camped on the
north side of Ai, with a valley between them and the town.
12That nightJoshua sent 5,000 men to lie in ambush between
Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the town. 13So they sta-
tioned the main army north of the town and the ambush west
of the town. Joshua himself spent that night in the valley.

14When the king of Ai saw the Israelites across the valley,
he and all his army hurried out early in the morning and at-
tacked the Israelites at a place overlooking the Jordan Val-
ley.* But he didn't realize there was an ambush behind the
town. 15Joshua and the Israelite army fled toward the wil-
derness as though they were badly beaten. 16Then all the
men in the town were called out to chase after them. In this
way, they were lured away from the town. 17There was not a
man left in Ai or Bethel* who did not chase after the Israel-
ites, and the town was left wide open.

18Then the Lorp said to Joshua, “Point the spear in your
hand toward Ai, for I will hand the town over to you.” Joshua
did as he was commanded. 9As soon as Joshua gave this sig-
nal, all the men in ambush jumped up from their position
and poured into the town. They quickly captured it and set it
on fire.

20When the men of Ai looked behind them, smoke from
the town was filling the sky, and they had nowhere to go. For
the Israelites who had fled in the direction of the wilderness
now turned on their pursuers. 2’'When Joshua and all the
other Israelites saw that the ambush had succeeded and
that smoke was rising from the town, they turned and at-
tacked the men of Ai. 22Meanwhile, the Israelites who were
inside the town came out and attacked the enemy from the
rear. So the men of Ai were caught in the middle, with Israel-
ite fighters on both sides. Israel attacked them, and not a
single person survived or escaped. 220nly the king of Ai was
taken alive and brought to Joshua.

24When the Israelite army finished chasing and killing all
the men of Ai in the open fields, they went back and fin-
ished off everyone inside. 25So the entire population of Ai,
including men and women, was wiped out that day— 12,000
in all. 26For Joshua kept holding out his spear until everyone
who had lived in Ai was completely destroyed.* 27Only the
livestock and the treasures of the town were not destroyed,
for the Israelites kept these as plunder for themselves, as
the Lorp had commanded Joshua. 22So Joshua burned the
town of Ai* and it became a permanent mound of ruins,
desolate to this very day.

29Joshua impaled the king of Ai on a sharpened pole and
left him there until evening. At sunset the Israelites took
down the body, as Joshua commanded, and threw it in front
of the town gate. They piled a great heap of stones over him
that can still be seen today.

The LORD’s Covenant Renewed
30Then Joshua built an altar to the Lorp, the God of Israel, on
Mount Ebal. 3'He followed the commands that Moses the
Lorp’s servant had written in the Book of Instruction:
“Make me an altar from stones that are uncut and have not
been shaped with iron tools.”* Then on the altar they pre-
sented burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lorb.
32And as the Israelites watched, Joshua copied onto the
stones of the altar* the instructions Moses had given them.

33Then all the Israelites—foreigners and native-born
8:14 Hebrew the Arabah. 8:17 Some manuscripts lack or Bethel.

people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an offering.
the stones. 9:1aHebrew the Shephelah. 9:1b Hebrew the Great Sea.

alike—along with the elders, officers, and judges, were di
vided into two groups. One group stood in front of Mount
Gerizim, the other in front of Mount Ebal. Each group faceg
the other, and between them stood the Levitical priests cak
rying the Ark of the Lorp’s Covenant. This was all done a¢
cording to the commands that Moses, the servant of the
Lorp, had previously given for blessing the people of Israel

34Joshua then read to them all the blessings and curset
Moses had written in the Book of Instruction. 35Every won
of every command that Moses had ever given was read &
the entire assembly of Israel, including the women and !
dren and the foreigners who lived among them.

The Gibeonites Deceive Israel 4
Now all the kings west of the Jordan River heard abo
what had happened. These were the kings of the Hi

tites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites:

who lived in the hill country, in the western foothills,* ané
along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea* as far north as

Lebanon mountains. 2These kings combined their armies#

fight as one against Joshua and the Israelites.

3But when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua
done to Jericho and Ai, 4they resorted to deception to sa&
themselves. They sent ambassadors to Joshua, loading the®
donkeys with weathered saddlebags and old, patches
wineskins. SThey put on worn-out, patched sandals and rag
ged clothes. And the bread they took with them was dry amé

moldy. 6When they arrived at the camp of Israel at Gilg

they told Joshua and the men of Israel, “We have come fram
adistant land to ask you to make a peace treaty with us.”

7The Israelites replied to these Hivites, "How do we knas
you don't live nearby? For if you do, we cannot make a treai
with you.”

8They replied, “We are your servants.”

“But who are you?” Joshua demanded. “Where do
come from?”

9They answered, “Your servants have come from a
distant country. We have heard of the might of the
your God and of all he did in Egypt. 1°"We have also h
what he did to the two Amorite kings east of the Jor
River—King Sihon of Heshbon and King Og of Bashan (
lived in Ashtaroth). 1So our elders and all our people 1
structed us, ‘Take supplies for a long journey. Go meet wi
the people of Israel and tell them, “We are your servans
please make a treaty with us.”’

12“This bread was hot from the ovens when we left
homes. But now, as you can see, it is dry and moldy. 13
wineskins were new when we filled them, but now theya
old and split open. And our clothing and sandals are
out from our very long journey.”

1480 the Israelites examined their food, but they did
consult the Lorp. '5Then Joshua made a peace treaty
them and guaranteed their safety, and the leaders of @
community ratified their agreement with a binding oath. -

16Three days after making the treaty, they learned
these people actually lived nearby! 7The Israelites set 0
once to investigate and reached their towns in three
The names of these towns were Gibeon, Kephirah, Be
and Kiriath-jearim. 18But the Israelites did not attack
towns, for the Israelite leaders had made a vow to them
the name of the Lorp, the God of Israel. g

The people of Israel grumbled against their leaders 3
cause of the treaty. 1But the leaders replied, “Since we ha
sworn an oath in the presence of the Lorp, the God of st

8:26 The Hebrew term used here refers to the complete consecration of things or

8:28 Aimeans “ruin.”  8:31 Exod 20:25; Deut 27:5-6.  8:32 Hebrewamit

-2nnot touch them. 20This is what we must do. We must 135
m live, for divine anger would come upon us if we the

<2 our oath. 2'Let them live.” So they made them wood- ]
“ers and water carriers for the entire community, as the sta
z2lite leaders directed. mal

~loshua called together the Gibeonites and said, “Why ors
= vou lie to us? Why did you say that you live in a distant Loz
= when you live right here among us? 23May you be 1
~sed! From now on you will always be servants who cut cam
< and carry water for the house of my God.”
~“Ihey replied, “We did it because we—your servants— jos|
2 clearly told that the Lorp your God commanded his 16Dt
't Moses to give you this entire land and to destroyall at A
people living in it. So we feared greatly for our lives be- four
=2 of you. That is why we have done this. 25Now we are at cave
< mercy—do to us whatever you think is right.” kee]
S0 ]Joshua did not allow the people of Israel tokill them. the
1t that fiay he made the Gibeonites the woodcuttersand ther
=* carriers for the community of Israel and for the altar God
"¢ Lorn—wherever the Lorp would choose to build it, 2

- that is what they do to this day. ter a
out t
22| Defeats the Southern Armies tore

1 O Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard that Joshua Safel
/' had captured and completely destroyed* Ai and dare
=2 itsking, just as he had destroyed the town of Jericho 2
- ¥illed its king, He also learned that the Gibeonites had OPen
-2 Deace with Israel and were now their allies. 2He and they
>=ople became very afraid when they heard all this be- Tusal
= Gibeon was a large town—as large as the royal cities brou
7 arger than Ai. And the Gibeonite men were strongwar- “Cor
as thy

20 King Adoni-zedek of Jerusalem sent messengers to 2%
==zl other kings: Hoham of Hebron, Piram of Jarmuth, Ja- Tmen.
“= 0f Lachish, and Debir of Eglon. 4“Come and helpmede- thist
Gibeon,” he urged them, “for they have made peace fivek

* Joshua and the people of Israel.” 5So these five Amorite they]

== combined their armies for a united attack. They = 2/
=d all their troops into place and attacked Gibeon. the b

ne men of Gibeon quickly sent messengers to Joshua throw

! 75 camp in Gilgal. “Don’t abandon your servants now!” Cover

pleaded. “Come at once! Save us! Help us! For all the Whict
morite kings who live in the hill country have joined

= to attack us.” Israel

> Joshua and his entire army, including his best war- 22Tha

left Gilgal and set out for Gibeon. Do not be afraid of Makk

7" the Lorp said to Joshua, “for I have given you victory ing nc

“hem. Not a single one of them will be able to stand up King

. 2Ther
»shua traveled all night from Gilgal and took the Amo- tackec
“'mies by surprise. '9The Lorp threw them into a panic, king. |

7e Israelites slaughtered great numbers of them at Gib- JOShua

Then the Israelites chased the enemy along the road to Jerich
*-horon, killing them all along the way to Azekah and SE
<edah. 1'As the Amorites retreated down the road from 2nd at
*-horon, the Lorp destroyed them with a terrible hail- JOShua
= from heaven that continued until they reached Aze- JUSt a
[he hail killed more of the enemy than the Israelites Chish.
3 with the sword. defenc
“n the day the Lorp gave the Israelites victory over the 1€aVing
"rites, Joshua prayed to the Lorp in front of all the peo- I

“Israel. He said, andatt
one in

-2t the sun stand still over Gibeon, done a1

and the moon over the valley of Aijalon.” went u

7e Hebrew term used here refers to the complete consecrati i 8
"z alsoin 10:28, 35,37, 39, 40. : R TR

10:13a Or The Book of the Upright.  10:1 3b0-
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= not touch them. 20This is what we must do. We must
=m live, for divine anger would come upon us if we
our oath. 2'Let them live.” So they made them wood-
= and water carriers for the entire community, as the
‘2 leaders directed.
shua called together the Gibeonites and said, “Why
2 lie to us? Why did you say that you live in a distant
fen you live right here among us? 23May you be
= From now on you will always be servants who cut
- 2nd carry water for the house of my God.”
“ey replied, “We did it because we—your servants—
“learly told that the Lorp your God commanded his
“* Moses to give you this entire land and to destroy all
ople living in it. So we feared greatly for our lives be-
ou. That is why we have done this. 25Now we are at
—ercy—do to us whatever you think is right.”
- Joshua did not allow the people of Israel tokill them.
Tzt day he made the Gibeonites the woodcutters and
- carriers for the community of Israel and for the altar
Lorp—wherever the Lorp would choose to build it.
“2tis what they do to this day.

= Defeats the Southern Armies
i “,} “doni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard that Joshua
« had captured and completely destroyed* Ai and
's king, just as he had destroyed the town of Jericho
=d its king. He also learned that the Gibeonites had
oeace with Israel and were now their allies. 2He and
2ple became very afraid when they heard all this be-
-ibeon was a large town—as large as the royal cities
“zer than Ai. And the Gibeonite men were strong war-

King Adoni-zedek of Jerusalem sent messengers to
other kings: Hoham of Hebron, Piram of Jarmuth, Ja-
“ Lachish, and Debir of Eglon. 4“Come and help me de-
-ibeon,” he urged them, “for they have made peace
shua and the people of Israel.” 5So these five Amorite
-ombined their armies for a united attack. They
Il their troops into place and attacked Gibeon.
= men of Gibeon quickly sent messengers to Joshua
=mp in Gilgal. “Don’t abandon your servants now!”
“i=aded. “Come at once! Save us! Help us! For all the
“= kings who live in the hill country have joined
"0 attack us.”
‘oshua and his entire army, including his best war-
=71 Gilgal and set out for Gibeon. 8“Do not be afraid of
e Lorb said to Joshua, “for I have given you victory
=m. Not a single one of them will be able to stand up

~ua traveled all night from Gilgal and took the Amo-
es by surprise. 1°The Lorp threw them into a panic,
- Israelites slaughtered great numbers of them at Gib-
“=n the Israelites chased the enemy along the road to
“on, killing them all along the way to Azekah and
“2h. "As the Amorites retreated down the road from
con, the Lorp destroyed them with a terrible hail-
1 heaven that continued until they reached Aze-
= hail killed more of the enemy than the Israelites
th the sword.

“he day the Lorp gave the Israelites victory over the
= Joshua prayed to the Lorp in front of all the peo-
~zel. He said,

¢ sun stand still over Gibeon,
"2 the moon over the valley of Aijalon.”

=orew term used here refers to the complete consecration of things
-1 10:28,35,37,39,40. 10:13a Or The Book of the Upright.
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1380 the sun stood still and the moon stayed in place until
the nation of Israel had defeated its enemies.

Is this event not recorded in The Book of Jashar*? The sun
stayed in the middle of the sky, and it did not set as on a nor-
mal day.* “There has never been a day like this one before
or since, when the Lorp answered such a prayer. Surely the
Lorp fought for Israel that day!

15Then Joshua and the Israelite army returned to their
camp at Gilgal.

joshua Kills the Five Southern Kings

'6During the battle the five kings escaped and hid in a cave
at Makkedah. 7When Joshua heard that they had been
found, '#he issued this command: “Cover the opening of the
cave with large rocks, and place guards at the entrance to
keep the kings inside. 19The rest of you continue chasing
the enemy and cut them down from the rear. Don't give
them a chance to get back to their towns, for the Lorp your
God has given you victory over them.”

2080 Joshua and the Israelite army continued the slaugh-
ter and completely crushed the enemy. They totally wiped
out the five armies except for a tiny remnant that managed
toreach their fortified towns. 21 Then the Israelites returned
safely toJoshua in the camp at Makkedah. After that, no one
dared to speak even a word against Israel.

22Then Joshua said, “Remove the rocks covering the
opening of the cave, and bring the five kings to me.” 23S0
they brought the five kings out of the cave—the kings of Je-
rusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. 2#When they
brought them out, Joshua told the commanders of his army,
“Come and put your feet on the kmgs necks.” And they did
as they were told.

25"Don'’t ever be afraid or discouraged,” Joshua told his
men. “Be strong and courageous, for the Lorp is going to do
this to all of your enemies.” 26Then Joshua killed each of the
five kings and impaled them on five sharpened poles, where
they hung until evening.

27As the sun was going down, Joshua gave instructions for
the bodies of the kings to be taken down from the poles and
thrown into the cave where they had been hiding. Then they
covered the opening of the cave with a pile of large rocks,
which remains to this very day.

Israel Destroys the Southern Towns
28That same day Joshua captured and destroyed the town of
Makkedah. He killed everyone in it, including the king, leav-
ing no survivors. He destroyed them all, and he killed the
king of Makkedah as he had killed the king of Jericho.
29Then Joshua and the Israelites went to Libnah and at-
tacked it. 30There, too, the LorD gave them the town and its
king. He killed everyone in it, leaving no survivors. Then
Joshua killed the king of Libnah as he had killed the king of
Jericho.

31From Libnah, Joshua and the Israelites went to Lachish
and attacked it. 32Here again, the Lozp gave them Lachish.
Joshua took it on the second day and killed everyone in it,
just as he had done at Libnah. 3*During the attack on La-
chish, King Horam of Gezer arrived with his army to help
defend the town. But Joshua’s men killed him and his army,
leaving no survivors.

34Then Joshua and the Israelite army went on to Eglon
and attacked it. 35They captured it that day and killed every-
one in it. He completely destroyed everyone, just as he had
done at Lachish. 36From Eglon, Joshua and the Israelite army
went up to Hebron and attacked it. 3’They captured the

or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an
10:13b Or did not set for about a whole day.
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town and killed everyone in it, including its king, leaving no
survivors. They did the same thing to all of its surrounding
villages. And just as he had done at Eglon, he completely de-
stroyed the entire population.

38Then Joshua and the Israelites turned back and at-
tacked Debir. 39He captured the town, its king, and all of its
surrounding villages. He completely destroyed everyone in
it, leaving no survivors. He did to Debir and its king just what
he had done to Hebron and to Libnah and its king.

4080 Joshua conquered the whole region—the kings and
people of the hill country, the Negev, the western foothills,*
and the mountain slopes. He completely destroyed every-
one in the land, leaving no survivors, just as the Lorb, the
God of Israel, had commanded. 4'Joshua slaughtered them
from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza and from the region around
the town of Goshen up to Gibeon. 42Joshua conquered all
these kings and their land in a single campaign, for the
Lorp, the God of Israel, was fighting for his people.

4Then Joshua and the Israelite army returned to their
camp at Gilgal.

Israel Defeats the Northern Armies
1 1 When KingJabin of Hazor heard what had happened,
he sent messages to the following kings: King Jobab

of Madon; the king of Shimron; the king of Acshaph; 2all the
kings of the northern hill country; the kings in the Jordan
Valley south of Galilee*; the kings in the Galilean foothills*;
the kings of Naphoth-dor on the west; 3the kings of Canaan,
both east and west; the kings of the Amorites, the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hi-
vites in the towns on the slopes of Mount Hermon in the
land of Mizpah.

4All these kings came out to fight. Their combined ar-
mies formed a vast horde. And with all their horses and
chariots, they covered the landscape like the sand on the
seashore. 5The kings joined forces and established their
camp around the water near Merom to fight against Israel.

6Then the Lorp said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them.
By this time tomorrow I'will hand all of them over to Israel as
dead men. Then you must cripple their horses and burn
their chariots.”

7So Joshua and all his fighting men traveled to the water
near Merom and attacked suddenly. 8And the Lorp gave
them victory over their enemies. The Israelites chased them
as far as Greater Sidon and Misrephoth-maim, and eastward
into the valley of Mizpah, until not one enemy warrior was
left alive. *Then Joshua crippled the horses and burned all
the chariots, as the Lorb had instructed.

19Joshua then turned back and captured Hazor and killed
its king. (Hazor had at one time been the capital of all these
kingdoms.) 11The Israelites completely destroyed* every liv-
ing thing in the city, leaving no survivors. Not a single person
was spared. And then Joshua burned the city.

12Joshua slaughtered all the other kings and their people,
completely destroying them, just as Moses, the servant of
the Lorp, had commanded. *3But the Israelites did not burn
any of the towns built on mounds except Hazor, which Josh-
uaburned. #And the Israelites took all the plunder and live-
stock of the ravaged towns for themselves. But they killed all
the people, leaving no survivors. 15As the Lorp had com-
manded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua.
And Joshua did as he was told, carefully obeying all the com-
mands that the Lorp had given to Moses.
10:40 Hebrew the Shephelah.

11:2a Hebrew in the Arabah south of Kinnereth.

1680 Joshua conquered the entire region—the hill coun
try, the entire Negev, the whole area around the town @
Goshen, the western foothills, the Jordan Valley,* the mour
tains of Israel, and the Galilean foothills. 17The Israelite ter:
ritory now extended all the way from Mount Halak, whid
leads up to Seir in the south, as far north as Baal-gad at the
foot of Mount Hermon in the valley df Lebanon. Joshu:
killed all the kings of those territories, 8waging war foré
long time to accomplish this. *No one in this region madt
peace with the Israelites except the Hivites of Gibeon. A
the others were defeated. 20For the Lorp hardened ther
hearts and caused them to fight the Israelites. So they wer
completely destroyed without mercy, as the Lorp had com
manded Moses. i

21During this period Joshua destroyed all the descendang
of Anak, who lived in the hill country of Hebron, Debir, Anat
and the entire hill country of Judah and Israel. He kille
them all and completely destroyed their towns. 22None &
the descendants of Anak were left in all the land of Israg
though some still remained in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod.

Lorp had instructed Moses. He gave it to the people of Isra
as their special possession, dividing the land among
tribes. So the land finally had rest from war.

Kings Defeated East of the Jordan
1 2 These are the kings east of the Jordan River who hat
been killed by the Israelites and whose land wa
taken. Their territory extended from the Arnon Gorge &
Mount Hermon and included all the land east of the Jorda
Valley.*
2King Sihon of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon,
defeated. His kingdom included Aroer, on the edge of &
Arnon Gorge, and extended from the middle of the A
Gorge to the Jabbok River, which serves as a border for
Ammonites. This territory included the southern half of &
territory of Gilead. 3Sihon also controlled the Jordan Val "
and regions to the east—from as far north as the Sea of Ga
lee to as far south as the Dead Sea,* including the roadi
Beth-jeshimoth and southward to the slopes of Pisgah.
“King Og of Bashan, the last of the Rephaites, liveddlt
Ashtaroth and Edrei. SHe ruled a territory stretching fram
Mount Hermon to Salecah in the north and to all of Bashal®
in the east, and westward to the borders of the kingdoms®
Geshur and Maacah. This territory included the northes
half of Gilead, as far as the boundary of King Sihon of He
bon.
6Moses, the servant of the Lorp, and the Israelites had
stroyed the people of King Sihon and King Og. And Me
gave their land as a possession to the tribes of Reuben, Galt
and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

kI

Kings Defeated West of the jordan
The following is a list of the kings that Joshua and the I
elite armies defeated on the west side of the Jordan,
Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, whii$
leads up to Seir. (Joshua gave this land to the tribes of Isz#
as their possession, 8including the hill country, the wesest
foothills,* the Jordan Valley, the mountain slopes, the
an wilderness, and the Negev. The people who lived in &t
region were the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, 3%
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.) These are
kings Israel defeated:

11:2b Hebrew the Shephelah; alsoin 11:16.

11:11 The Hebrew == 3

used here refers to the complete consecration of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an offering;alsoin 11:12,28 5

11:16 Hebrew the Shephelah, the Arabah.
which is the Salt Sea.  12:8 Hebrew the Shephelah.

12:1Hebrew the Arabah; alsoin 12:3,8.

12:3 Hebrew from the Sea of Kinnereth to the Sea of the Arabak

~7ory of the Canaanites, extending from the stream of b

= Land Divided East of the Jordan

The king of Jericho

The king of Ai, near Bethel
The king of Jerusalem

The king of Hebron

The king of Jarmuth

“he king of Lachish

The king of Eglon

“heking of Gezer

The king of Debir

“ne king of Geder
“heking of Hormah
“heking of Arad

“ne king of Libnah

“he king of Adullam
"he king of Makkedah
“he king of Bethel
ing of Tappuah
“ne king of Hepher

e king of Aphek

ng of Dor in the town of Naphoth-dor*

"2 king of Goyim in Gilgal*
“2 king of Tirzah.

T
1
1
]
ng of Jokneam in Carmel I
A
b
E

thirty-one kings were defeated.

Land Yet to Be Conquered
When Joshua was an old man, the Lorp said to him,
You are growing old, and much land remains to be
“ered. 2This is the territory that remains: all the re-
of the Philistines and the Geshurites, 3and the larger

- on the border of Egypt, northward to the boundary of
- Itincludes the territory of the five Philistine rulers of 2
“shdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron. The land of the
= “4in the south also remains to be conquered. In the

tlje following area has not yet been conquered: all L?/ﬁ
nd of the Canaanites, including Mearah (which be- tribe

10 the Sidonians), stretching northward to Aphek on
“rder of the Amorites; Sthe land of the Gebalites and all 25
- Lebanon mountain area to the east, from Baal-gad a

Mount Hermon to Lebo-hamath; ¢and all the hill A
- from Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim, including all ~ H
~d of the Sidonians. M

“iyself will drive these people out of the land ahead of =~ Wi
~zelites. So be sure to give this land to Israel as a special th
sion, just as [ have commanded you. 7Include all this W

7y as Israel's possession when you divide this land  as
 the nine tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh.” tu

e tribe of Manasseh and the tribes of Reuben and
“2d already received their grants of land on the east The
~ the Jordan, for Moses, the servant of the Lorp, had 2Mo

usly assigned this land to them. half-1
“eir territory extended from Aroer on the edge of 34
arnon Gorge (including the town in the middle of of

“ebrew {\Japh_athdor, avariant spelling of Naphoth-dor.  12:23b Greek versic
=orew Li-debir, apparently a variant spelling of Lo-debar (compare 2 Sam 9:4; 1
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the gorge) to the plain beyond Medeba, as far as Dibon.
0]t also included all the towns of King Sihon of the
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sixty towns of Jair in Bashan. 3'It also included half of
Gilead and King Og's royal cities of Ashtaroth and Edrei.
All this was given to the clans of the descendants of
Makir, who was Manasseh’s son.

32These are the allotments Moses had made while he was
on the plains of Moab, across the Jordan River, east of Jeri-
cho. 33But Moses gave no allotment of land to the tribe of
Levi, for the Lorp, the God of Israel, had promised that he
himself would be their allotment.

The Land Divided West of the jordan
1 The remaining tribes of Israel received land in Ca-
naan as allotted by Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of
Nun, and the tribal leaders. 2These nine and a half tribes re-
ceived their grants of land by means of sacred lots, in accor-
dance with the Lorp’s command through Moses. 3Moses
had already given a grant of land to the two and a half tribes
on the east side of the Jordan River, but he had given the Le-
vites no such allotment. “The descendants of Joseph had be-
come two separate tribes—Manasseh and Ephraim. And the
Levites were given no land at all, only towns to live in with
surrounding pasturelands for their livestock and all their
possessions. 5So the land was distributed in strict accor-

dance with the Lorp’s commands to Moses.

Caleb Requests His Land
6A delegation from the tribe of Judah, led by Caleb son of Je-
phunneh the Kenizzite, came to Joshua at Gilgal. Caleb said
toJoshua, “Remember what the Lorp said to Moses, the man
of God, about you and me when we were at Kadesh-barnea.
7T was forty years old when Mases, the servant of the Lorp,
sent me from Kadesh-barnea to explore the land of Canaar.
Ireturned and gave an honest report, 8but my brothers who
went with me frightened the people from entering the
Promised Land. For my part, I wholeheartedly followed the
Lorp my God. ?So that day Moses solemnly promised me,
‘The land of Canaan on which you were just walking will be
your grant of land and that of your descendants forever, be-
cause you wholeheartedly foliowed the Lorp my God.’
10“Now, as you can see, the Lorp has kept me alive and
well as he promised for all these forty-five years since
Moses made this promise—even while Israel wandered in
the wilderness. Today I am eighty-five years old. 1'I am as
strong now as I was when Moses sent me on that journey,
and I can still travel and fight as well as I could then. 12So
give me the hill country that the Lorp promised me. You will
remember that as scouts we found the descendants of Anak
living there in great, walled towns. But if the Lorp is with me,
Iwill drive them out of the land, just as the Lorp said.”

1380 Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave He-
bron to him as his portion of land. *#Hebron still belongs to
the descendants of Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite
because he wholeheartedly followed the Lorp, the God of
Israel. 15(Previously Hebron had been called Kiriath-arba. It
had been named after Arba, a great hero of the descendants
of Anak.)

And the land had rest from war.

The Land Given to the Tribe of judah

1 The allotment for the clans of the tribe of Judah
reached southward to the border of Edom, as far

south as the wilderness of Zin.

2The southern boundary began at the south bay of the
Dead Sea,* 3ran south of Scorpion Pass* into the

15:2 Hebrew the Salt Sea; alsoin 15:5.  15:3 Hebrew Akrabbim.
Me-nephtoah. 15:12 Hebrew the Great Sea; also in 15:47.

15:4a Hebrew the seq; alsoin 15:11.

15:18 Some Greek manuscripts read he urged her.

wilderness of Zin, and then went south of Kadesh-
barnea to Hezron. Then it went up to Addar, where it
turned toward Karka. “From there it passed to Azmon
until it finally reached the Brook of Egypt, which it
followed to the Mediterranean Sea.* This was their* =
southern boundary.

5The eastern boundary extended along the Dead Sea
to the mouth of the Jordan River.

The northern boundary began at the bay where the
Jordan River empties into the Dead Sea, éwent up from
there to Beth-hoglah, then proceeded north of Beth-
arabah to the Stone of Bohari. (Bohan was Reuben'’s
son.) 7From that point it went through the valley of
Achor to Debir, turning north toward Gilgal, which is
across from the slopes of Adummim on the south side
of the valley. From there the boundary extendedto
the springs at En-shemesh and on to En-rogel. 8The
boundary then passed through the valley of Ben-
Hinnom, aleng the southern slopes of the Jebusites,
where the city of Jerusalem is located. Then it went
west to the top of the mountain above the valley of
Hinnom, and on up to the northern end of the valley@
Rephaim. From there the boundary extended from
the top of the mountain to the spring at the waters of
Nephtoah,* and from there to the towns on Mount
Ephron. Then it turned toward Baalah (that is, Kiriath
jearim). 19The boundary circled west of Baalah to
Mount Seir, passed along to the town of Kesalon on
northern slope of Mount Jearim, and went down to
Beth-shemesh and on to Timnah. *'The boundary
proceeded to the slope of the hill north of Ekron,
where it turned toward Shikkeron and Mount Baalgzq

It passed Jabneel and ended at the Mediterranean
12The western boundary was the shoreline of the
Mediterranean Sea.*

These are the boundaries for the clans of the tribe of Jud

The Land Given to Caleb
13The Lorp commanded Joshua to assign some of Judam
territory to Caleb son of Jephunneh. So Caleb was given
town of Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), which had bes
named after Anak’s ancestor. 4Caleb drove out the tim
groups of Anakites—the descendants of Sheshai, Ahims
and Talmai, the sons of Anak.

15From there he went to fight against the people livin
the town of Debir (formerly called Kiriath-sepher). '6Cast
said, “I will give my daughter Acsah in marriage to the s
who attacks and captures Kiriath-sepher.” 7Othniel, 3
son of Caleb’s brother Kenaz, was the one who conquereif
so Acsah became Othniel’s wife. f

18When Acsah married Othniel, she urged him* to @
her father for a field. As she got down off her donkey, Cai#*
asked her, “What’s the matter?”

19She said, “Give me another gift. You have already g
me land in the Negev; now please give me springs of wa
t00.” So Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs.

The Towns Aliotted to judah
20This was the homeland allocated to the clans of the
of Judah.

21The towns of Judah situated alonig the borders of
Edom in the extrerne south were Kabzeel, Eder, Jag
22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 22Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan.
247iph, Telern, Bealoth, Z3Hazor-hadattah, Kerioth-
15:4b Hebrew your.  15:9 Or the spring & ‘ :

“ezron (that is, Hazor), 26Amam, Shema, Moladah,

“Hazar-gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 28Hazar-shual ;rTl;;
>eersheba, Biziothiah, 2Baalah, Iim, Ezem, 30EItolad, ' Ephr
1_3511, Hormah, 31Ziklag, Madmannabh, Sansannah, '
“Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon—twenty-nine K
owns with their surrounding villages. 2
33T.he following towns situated in the western hq
2othills* were also given to Judah: Eshtaol, Zorah, e
“shnah, 34Zanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, Enam, £
“larmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah, 36Shaaraim, &
4 :l_thalm, Gederah, and Gederothaim—fourteen towns N
“th their surrounding villages. o
:‘7Also ingluded were Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal-gad, &
5 j‘llean, Mizpeh, Joktheel, 39Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon Th-
“Cabbon, Lahmam, Kitlish, 4!Gederoth, Beth-dagon, : o
2amah, and Makkedah—sixteen towns with their : i
~rrounding villages. s
“ZBesides these, there were Libnah, Ether, Ashan, %La
‘phtah, Ashnah, Nezib, “4Keilah, Aczib, and Mareshah— T
“ne towns with their surrounding villages. fa
~ “The territory of the tribe of Judah also included e
~Ton and its surrounding settlements and villages. The L
“crom Ekron the boundary extended west and included .
~= lowns near Ashdod with their surrounding villages. 17
“also included Ashdod with its surrounding Maki
; ,"A.ejrlrllents am% villag%s and Gaza with its settlements ada Bler('
dvillages, as far as the Brook of E; =
2st of the Mediterranean Sea. HEL e o }rleglon:
“Judah also received the following towns in the hill Wz:;tah
:z_ny: Sha_mir, Jattir, Socoh, “*Dannah, Kiriath-sannah withi g
"at s, Deblrh), S0Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 51Goshen, Asrjel{l
% i::r;'sand Giloh—eleven towns with their surrounding  gent tfl‘
& ,3 y . 2
*2Also mc}uded were the towns of Arab, Dumah, Gile?c(i“
“an, 3Janim, Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, S4Humtah, onl dé
i ath-z_irba (that is, Hebron), and Zior—nine towns Mil)c,ah
i their surrounding villages. priestA ]
“Besides these, there were Maon, Carmel, Ziph, “The i(
“2h, *¢Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57Kain, Gibeah,and  alongw
“rnah—ten towns with their surrounding villages. SoJo
“In addition, there were Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, cles, as
tzarath, Beth-anoth, and Eltekon—six towns with' totai all
=T surrounding villages. the lang
~3There were also Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim) Sbecaus
“R \abbahftwo towns with their surrounding villages. agrant
*'In the wilderness there were the towns of Beth- of Gilea
:22h, Middin, Secacah, $2Nibshan, the Cityof Salt,and Manass:
zedi—six towns with their surrounding villages. "The
“t the tribe of Judah could not drive out the Jebusites the b
ed in the city of Jerusalem, so the Jebusites live there ~ Then
: the people of Judah to this day. settle
SUrTo!
. -2nd Given to Ephraim and West Manasseh fown,
| r; The allotment for the descendants of Joseph territc
+ '« =xtended from the Jordan River near Jericho, east of spring
ings of Jericho, through the wilderness and into the Ke
11l country of Bethel. 2From Bethel (that is, Luz)* it OIS
over to Ataroth in the territory of the Arkites. 3Then tertiig
=scended westward to the territory of the Japhletites Ephra
2r as Lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer and over to ravine
‘lediterranean Sea.* ravine
~ . along t
as the homeland allocated to the families of Joseph'’s Medite
‘znasseh and Ephraim. of Ash

=orew the Shephelah. 16:2 As in Greek versi :13); 0
it oty e L on (also see 18:13); Hebrew reads Froz
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wrged her.

-on (that is, Hazor), 26Amam, Shema, Moladah,
gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 28Hazar-shual,
ba, Biziothiah, 2?Baalah, Tim, Ezem, 3°Eltolad,
rmah, 3'Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah,
h, Shithim, Ain, and Rimmon—twenty-nine
s with their surrounding villages.
The following towns situated in the western
~lls* were also given to Judah: Eshtaol, Zorah,
21, 34Zanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, Enam,
~uth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah, 36Shaaraim,
“=im, Gederah, and Gederothaim—fourteen towns
“eir surrounding villages.
“s0 included were Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal-gad,
=21, Mizpeh, Joktheel, 3¥Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon,
-on, Lahmam, Kitlish, 4!Gederoth, Beth-dagon,
~2h, and Makkedah—sixteen towns with their
-nding villages.
“=sides these, there were Libnah, Ether, Ashan,
=1, Ashnah, Nezib, 44Keilah, Aczib, and Mareshah—
“wns with their surrounding villages.
““e territory of the tribe of Judah also included
© 2nd its surrounding settlements and villages.
~ Ekron the boundary extended west and included
7is near Ashdod with their surrounding villages.
- included Ashdod with its surrounding
ents and villages and Gaza with its settlements
=ges, as far as the Brook of Egypt and along the
the Mediterranean Sea.
~=N also received the following towns in the hill
~ Shamir, Jattir, Socoh, 49°Dannah, Kiriath-sannah
Debir), 0Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 51Goshen,
=7d Giloh—eleven towns with their surrounding

2 Included were the towns of Arab, Dumah,
'znim, Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, $*Humtah,
#7ba (that is, Hebron), and Zior—nine towns
- surrounding villages.
-es these, there were Maon, Carmel, Ziph,
=zreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57Kain, Gibeah, and
—'en towns with their surrounding villages.
~Zition, there were Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor,
" Beth-anoth, and Eltekon—six towns with
~ounding villages.
= were also Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim)
“=1—1two towns with their surrounding villages.
= wilderness there were the towns of Beth-
Zdin, Secacah, 62Nibshan, the City of Salt,and
—=< fowns with their surrounding villages.

-b2 of Judah could not drive out the Jebusites,
ity of Jerusalem, so the Jebusites live there
=ople of Judah to this day.

-'ven to Ephraim and West Manasseh
ment for the descendants of Joseph
“=d from the Jordan River near Jericho, east of
? Jericho, through the wilderness and into
“ry of Bethel. 2From Bethel (that is, Luz)* it
oth in the territory of the Arkites. 3Then
vestward to the territory of the Japhletites
Beth-horon, then to Gezer and over to
=nean Sea.*

meland allocated to the families of Joseph’s
© 2nd Ephraim.

ohelah.
¢ #s0in 17:10.

16:2 As in Greek version (also see 18:13); Hebrew reads From Bethel to Luz.
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The Land Given to Ephraim

The following territory was given to the clans of the tribe of
Ephraim.

The boundary of their homeland began at Ataroth-
addar in the east. From there it ran to Upper Beth-
horon, sthen on to the Mediterranean Sea. From
Micmethath on the north, the boundary curved
eastward past Taanath-shiloh to the east of Janoah.
7From Janoah it turned southward to Ataroth and
Naarah, touched Jericho, and ended at the Jordan River.
8From Tappuah the boundary extended westward,
following the Kanah Ravine to the Mediterranean Sea.
This is the homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe
of Ephraim.
°In addition, some towns with their surrounding
villages in the territory allocated to the half-tribe of
Manasseh were set aside for the tribe of Ephraim.
10They did not drive the Canaanites out of Gezer,
however, so the people of Gezer live as slaves among
the people of Ephraim to this day.

The Land Given to West Manasseh
1 7 The next allotment of land was given to the half-tribe
of Manasseh, the descendants of Joseph’s older son.
Makir, the firstbern son of Manasseh, was the father of Gile-
ad. Because his descendants were experienced soldiers, the
regions of Gilead and Bashan on the east side of the Jordan
had already been given to them. 2So the allotment on the
west side of the Jordan was for the remaining families
within the clans of the tribe of Manasseh: Abiezer, Helek,
Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These clans repre-
sent the male descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph.

*However, Zelophehad, a descendant of Hepher son of

Gilead, son of Makir, son of Manasseh, had no sons. He had
only daughters, whose names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah. 4These women came to Eleazar the
priest, Jostiua son of Nun, and the Israelite leaders and said,
“The Lorp commanded Moses to give us a grant of land
along with the men of our tribe.”

So Joshua gave them a grant of land along with their un-
cles, as the Lorp had cornmanded. 5As a result, Manasseh’s
total allocation came to ten parcels of land, in addition to
the land of Gilead and Bashan across the Jordan River,
Sbecause the female descendants of Manasseh received
a grant of land along with the male descendants. (The land

of Gilead was given to the rest of the male descendants of
Manasseh.)

’The boundary of the tribe of Manasseh extended from
the border of Asher to Micmethath, near Shechem.
Then the boundary went south from Micmethath to the
settlement near the spring of Tappuah. 8The land
surrounding Tappuah belonged to Manasseh, but the
town of Tappuah itself, on the border of Manasseh'’s
territory, belonged to the tribe of Ephraim. °From the
spring of Tappuah, the boundary of Manasseh followed
the Kanah Ravine to the Mediterranean Sea.* Several
towns south of the ravine were inside Manasseh’s
territory, but they actually belonged to the tribe of
Ephraim. '0In general, however, the land south of the
ravine belonged to Ephraim, and the land north of the
ravine belonged to Manasseh. Manasseh’s boundary ran
along the northern side of the ravine and ended at the
Mediterranean Sea. North of Manasseh was the territory
of Asher, and to the east was the territory of Issachar.

16:3 Hebrew the seq; aiso in 16:6, 8.
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1"The following towns within the territory of Issachar
and Asher, however, were given to Manasseh: Beth-
shan,* Ibleam, Dor (that is, Naphoth-dor),* Endor,
Taanach, and Megiddo, each with their surrounding
settlements.

12But the descendants of Manasseh were unable to oc-
cupy these towns. They could not drive out the Canaanites
who continued to live there. 3Later, however, when the Isra-
elites became strong enough, they forced the Canaanites to
work as slaves. But they did not drive them out of the land.

14The descendants of Joseph came to Joshua and asked,
“Why have you given us only one portion of land as our
homeland when the Lorp has blessed us with so many peo-
ple?”

15Joshua replied, “If there are so many of you, and if the
hill country of Ephraim is not large enough for you, clear out
land for yourselves in the forest where the Perizzites and
Rephaites live.”

16The descendants of Joseph responded, “It's true that
the hill country is not large enough for us. But all the Ca-
naanites in the lowlands have iron chariots, both those in
Beth-shan and its surrounding settlements and those in the
valley of Jezreel. They are too strong for us.”

17Then Joshua said to the tribes of Ephraim and Manas-
seh, the descendants of Joseph, “Since you are so large and
strong, you will be given more than one portion. '8The for-
ests of the hill country will be yours as well. Clear as much of
the land as you wish, and take possession of its farthest cor-
ners. And you will drive out the Canaanites from the valleys,
too, even though they are strong and have iron chariots.”

The Allotments of the Remaining Land
1 Now that the land was under Israelite control, the en-
tire community of Israel gathered at Shiloh and set
up the Tabernacle.* 2But there remained seven tribes who
had not yet been allotted their grants of land.
3Then Joshua asked them, “How long are you going to wait
before taking possession of the remaining land the Lorp, the
God of your ancestors, has given to you? 4Select three men
from each tribe, and I will send them out to explore the land
and map it out. They will then return to me with a written re-
port of their proposed divisions of their new homeland. SLet
them divide the land into seven sections, excluding Judah’s
territory in the south and Joseph's territory in the north.
6And when you record the seven divisions of the land and
bring them to me, I will cast sacred lots in the presence of the
Loro our God to assign land to each tribe.
7“The Levites, however, will not receive any allotment of
land. Their role as priests of the Lorb is their allotment. And
the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
won't receive any more land, for they have already received
their grant of land, which Moses, the servant of the Lorp,
gave them on the east side of the Jordan River.”
8As the men started on their way to map out the land,
Joshua commanded them, “Go and explore the land and
write a description of it. Then return to me, and I will assign
the land to the tribes by casting sacred lots here in the pres-
ence of the Lorp at Shiloh.” 9The men did as they were told
and mapped the entire territory into seven sections, listing
the towns in each section. They made a written record and
then returned to Joshua in the camp at Shiloh. 1°And there
at Shiloh, Joshua cast sacred lots in the presence of the Lorn
to determine which tribe should have each section.
17:11a Hebrew Beth-shean, a variant spelling of Beth-shan; also in 17:16.

Meeting.
overlooking the Arabah, or overlooking Beth-arabah.

The Land Given to Benjamin

~ding all the surrounding villages as far south as

18:15a Or From there it went to Mozah. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.
18:19 Hebrew Salt Sea.

18:15b Or the spring at Me-nephtoah. 18:18 Hebra

18:28 Some Greek manuscripts read Kiriath-jearim.

"The first allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe #h-beer (also known as Ramah of the Negev). 7
I 1 :
g??&g?ﬁr;r{alfg’szgreen the territory assigned to the - = the homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of {{
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‘ar as Zebulun in the valley of Iphtah-el, going ohaly
This was the homeland allocated to the clans of the tr = 1o Beth-emek and Neiel. It then continued north ~ refuge
Benjamin. 1 -ul, 28Abdon,* Rehob, Hammon, Kanah, and as was”kll
sreater Sidon. 2Then the boundary turned “Ur
The Land Given to Simeon ® id Ramah and the fortress of Tyre, where it turned (e de
1 9 The second allotment of land went to the clansa - Hosah and came to the Mediterranean Sea.* presil}
tribe of Simeon. Their homeland was surroundsé ritory also included Mehebel, Aczib, 3°Ummah, ~ 81Ve I
Judah's territory. «.and Rehob—twenty-two towns with their victim |
nding villages. lease th
2Simeon’s homeland included Beersheba, Sheba, tention
Moladah, 3Hazar-shual, Balah, Ezem, Eltolad, Beti ; meland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Asher must si
Hormah, 5Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, 6B - these towns and their surrounding villages. which y
lebaoth, and Sharuhen—thirteen towns with their 3 in that
surrounding villages. 7It also included Ain, Rimmon " -="d Given to Naphtali fice at 1
Ether, and Ashan—four towns with their villages, Pl =xth allotmentof land went to the clans of the tribeof turn to’
17:11b The meaning of the Hebrew here is uncertain. 18:1 Hebrew Tem# “The

- some Hebrew manuscripts (see also 21:30); most Hebrew manuscripts read Eb:

7. 19:47a Or had trouble holding on to their land.

19:47b Hebrew Leshem
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o g +ding all the surrounding villages as far south as 33ts boundary ran from Heleph, from the oak at
1t to the clans of the trilt ==7-beer (also known as Ramah of the Negev). Zaanannim, and extended across to Adami-nekeb,
ritory assigned to the . P 2 Jabneel, and as far as Lakkum, ending at the Jordan
Ky asgn g “eg?‘l}?ing allocfa{eddto the clfans of thte nf'1beho£ River. 3¢The western boundary ran past Aznoth-tabor,
oo On OL NG Cae from Pt OLWhat. e oo priy ol and fouched theherder of Zebulun
Zenjamin'’s land begand _Zlven to Judah because Judah’s territory was too o T south, the border of Asher on the west, and
of the slope of Jerid . . So the tribe of Simeon received an allocation the Jordan River* on the east. 35The fortified towns
) Il e tel

and the wildernessaf - territory of Judah. included in this territory were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath,
soundary went south Bl e Given (5 Zebul Rakkath, Kinnereth, 36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 3Kedesh,
d down to Ataroth-adalS < Given to Zebulun ; Edrei, En-hazor, 38Yiron, Migdal-el, Horem, Beth-anath,
ower Beth-horon. il allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe and Beth-shemesh—nineteen towns with their
22 turn and swung S : surrounding villages.
> hill facing Beth-hosas.

-ndary of Zebulun's homeland started at Sarid.

5-baal (that is, Kirk ™ there it went west, going past Maralah, touching

39The homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Naph-

e tribe of Judah. T ~~eth, and proceeding to the brook east of tali included these towns and their surrounding villages.
: : 1. 12In the other direction, the boundary went The Land Gi to D
began at the outsiars 7 Sarid to the border of Kisloth-tabor, and from S.-and.iven o Dan
ste?'n point it ran* s 8 -~ Daberath ar dlljxp t6 ]a%hia. 13Then it cont(iinue d ;ll;he ;e];enth allotment of land went to the clans of the
0zh,* 1%and down = -ath-hepher, Eth-kazin, and Rimmon and turned  '0¢ 01 Dan.
ne valley of Ben-Fm «eah. ¥The northern boundary of Zebulun “#1The land allocated as their homeland included

y of Rephaim. Fram “annathon and ended at the valley of Iphtah-el. the following towns: Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh,
of Hinnom, cross= "Tis in these areas included Kattath, Nahalal, “42Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 4Elon, Timnah, Ekron,
tes lived, and contmms = Idalah, and Bethlehem—twelve towns with “4Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 45Jehud, Bene-berak, il
-ogel the boundany Tounding villages. Gath-rimmon, 4Me-jarkon, Rakkon, and the territory
hon and cameiy ~=land allocated to the clans of the tribe of Zebu- actobittom Jopps
which s across fraur s pd these fovins anfl.their Serroundits il 8 47But the tribe of Dan had trouble taking possession
“;ig;%??;;; o o R of their land,* so they attacked the town of Laish.* They
n . T . i i here.

the slope oyex v ¢ Given to Issachar captured it, slaughtered its people, and set‘dedLr
hen \x'entpc(}iown 7 allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe They renamed the town Dan after their ancestor.

48The homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Dan in-
G . ; i it
~daries included the following towns: Jezreel, cluded these towns and their surrounding villages

ver. This was S ~ Shunem, '?Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath,

; - Wichi 2 ) : - The Land Given to Joshua
2s the Jordan R — :igre\:gnpfgze eZzl zf;g%gﬁiréaggn;g?'tgg ched f9After all the land “as‘dlxideﬁ among the trib_es, the Israel-
P 1 “=hazumah, and Beth-shemesh, ending at the ites gave a piece of land to Joshuz as his allocation. 5°For the
12homeland ‘ eT—sixteen towns with their surroumdin Lorp had said he could have any town he wanted. He chose
- g Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. He rebuilt the
town and lived there.

min and allocated to the clans of the tribe of Issa- $1These zre the territories that Eleazar the priest, Joshua
o the clans'ai'll = these towns and their surrounding villages.  son of Nun, and the tribal leaders allocated as grants of land

to the tribes of Israel by casting sacred lots in the presence
Ziven to Asher of the Lorb at entrance of the Tabernacle* at Shiloh. So
“otment of land went to the clans of the tribe of ~ the division of the land was completed.

ol : % The Cities of Refuge

- -;;821? ﬁg;?gg;:gﬁ tongz' I:Sg(iglslg?hl,"he 20 The Lorp said to Joshuz, 2“Now tell the Israelites to
- zhle west touched éarm a 'an d Shitior- designate the cities of refuge, as I instructed Moses.
~enit turned east toward Beth-dagon and 3Anyone who kills another person accidentally and uninten-
- ;‘ebulun in the valley of Iphtah-fl g(l)ing tionally can run to one of these cities; they will be places of
--emek and Neiel. It then continued north ~ Tefuge from relatives seeking revenge for the person who

2 % was killed.
T g?&n_l{zi}%%l;ﬁi?&f; clliaryniﬁ'rizg ta #“Upon reaching one of these cities, the one who caused
==zh and the fortress of Tyre, where it turned the death.wﬂl appear before the eIQers at the city gate and
:h and came to the Mediter'ranean Sea.* present his case. Th_ey must allow him to enter the city and
- 210 included Mehebel, Aczib, 2Ummah give him a place to live amor!g.them. SIf the relatives of the
2chob—twenty-two towﬁs with their " victim come to avenge the killing, the leaders must not re-
= llages. lease the slayer to them, for he killed the other person unin-

tentionally and without previous hostility. sBut the slayer
" z2llocated to the clans of the tribe of Asher must stay in that city and be tried by the local assembly,

“owns and their surrounding villages. which will render a judgment. And he must continue to live
in that city until the death of the high priest who was in of-
=n to Naphtali fice at the time of the accident. After that, he is free to re-

“mentof land went to the clans of the tribe of  turn to his own home in the town from which he fled.”
"The following cities were designated as cities of refuge:

'anuscripts (see also 21:30); most Hebrew manuscripts read Ebron.  19:29 Hebrew thesea.  19:34 Hebrew and Judah at the
had trouble holding on to their land.  19:47b Hebrew Leshem, a variant spelling of Laish.  19:51 Hebrew Tent of Meeting.
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Kedesh of Galilee, in the hill country of Naphtali; Shechem,
in the hill country of Ephraim; and Kiriath-arba (that is, He-
bron), in the hill country of Judah. 80n the east side of the
Jordan River, across from Jericho, the following cities were
designated: Bezer, in the wilderness plain of the tribe of
Reuben; Ramoth in Gilead, in the territory of the tribe of
Gad; and Golan in Bashan, in the land of the tribe of Manas-
seh. 9These cities were set apart for all the Israelites as well
as the foreigners living among them. Anyone who acciden-
tally killed another person could take refuge in one of these
cities. In this way, they could escape being killed in revenge
prior to standing trial before the local assembly.

The Towns Given to the Levites
2 Then the leaders of the tribe of Levi came to consult
with Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the
leaders of the other tribes of Israel. 2They came to them at
Shiloh in the land of Canaan and said, “The Lorp com-
manded Moses to give us towns to live in and pasturelands
for our livestock.” 3So by the command of the Lorp the peo-
ple of Israel gave the Levites the following towns and
pasturelands out of their own grants of land.
4The descendants of Aaron, who were members of the
Kohathite clan within the tribe of Levi, were allotted thir-
teen towns that were originally assigned to the tribes of Ju-
dah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 5The other families of the
Kohathite clan were allotted ten towns from the tribes of
Ephraim, Dan, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.
6The clan of Gershon was allotted thirteen towns from
the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and the half-tribe of
Manasseh in Bashan.
’The clan of Merari was allotted twelve towns from the
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.
8So the Israelites obeyed the Lorp’s command to Moses
and assigned these towns and pasturelands to the Levites by
casting sacred lots.
9The Israelites gave the following towns from the tribes of
Judah and Simeon 19to the descendants of Aaron, who were
members of the Kohathite clan within the tribe of Levi, since
the sacred lot fell to them first: 1'Kiriath-arba (that is, He-
bron), in the hill country of Judah, along with its surrounding
pasturelands. (Arba was an ancestor of Anak.) 12But the open
fields beyond the town and the surrounding villages were
given to Caleb son of Jephunneh as his possession.
13The following towns with their pasturelands were given
to the descendants of Aaron the priest: Hebron (a city of ref-
uge for those who accidentally killed someone), Libnah,
14]attir, Eshtemoa, SHolon, Debir, '6Ain, Juttah, and Beth-
shemesh—nine towns from these two tribes.
17From the tribe of Benjamin the priests were given the
following towns with their pasturelands: Gibeon, Geba,
18Anathoth, and Almon—four towns. 19So in all, thirteen
towns with their pasturelands were given to the priests, the
descendants of Aaron.
20The rest of the Kohathite clan from the tribe of Levi was
allotted the following towns and pasturelands from the
tribe of Ephraim: 21Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim
(a city of refuge for those who accidentally killed someone),
Gezer, 22Kibzaim, and Beth-horon—four towns.
23The following towns and pasturelands were allotted to
the priests from the tribe of Dan: Eltekeh, Gibbethon, 24Aija-
lon, and Gath-rimmon—four towns.
25The half-tribe of Manasseh allotted the following
towns with their pasturelands to the priests: Taanach and
Gath-rimmon—two towns. 26So in all, ten towns with their
pasturelands were given to the rest of the Kohathite clan.

21:36 Hebrew Jahzah, a variant spelling of Jahaz.

27The descendants of Gershon, another clan within
tribe of Levi, received the following towns with t
pasturelands from the half-tribe of Manasseh: Golan in
shan (a city of refuge for those who accidentally kil
someone) and Be-eshterah—two towns.

28From the tribe of Issachar they received the follows
towns with their pasturelands: Kishioh, Daberath, 2
muth, and En-gannim—four towns.

30From the tribe of Asher they received the follo!
towns with their pasturelands: Mishal, Abdon, 3'Helka
and Rehob—four towns. i

of refuge for those who accidentally killed someo
Hammoth-dor, and Kartan—three towns. 33So in all,
teen towns with their pasturelands were allotted to the G
of Gershon.

34The rest of the Levites—the Merari clan—were g
the following towns with their pasturelands from the &
of Zebulun: Jokneam, Kartah, 3Dimnah, and Nahalal—#§
towns.

36From the tribe of Reuben they received the follo
towns with their pasturelands: Bezer, Jahaz,* 37Kede
and Mephaath—four towns. i

38From the tribe of Gad they received the following tos
with their pasturelands: Ramoth in Gilead (a city of rei
for those who accidentally killed someone), Mahan
39Heshbon, and Jazer—four towns. 40So in all, twelve to8
were allotted to the clan of Merari.

41The total number of towns and pasturelands withmili,
raelite territory given to the Levites came to forty-est
42Every one of these towns had pasturelands surrounds

4350 the LorD gave to Israel all the land he had swe
give their ancestors, and they took possession of ita
tled there. 44And the Lorp gave them rest on every sidej
as he had solemnly promised their ancestors. None of:
enemies could stand against them, for the Lorp hél
them conquer all their enemies. 45Not a single one of a
good promises the Lorp had given to the family of Isra
left unfulfilled; everything he had spoken came true.

The Eastern Tribes Return Home
2 2 Then Joshua called together the tribes of Res

Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 2He told
“You have done as Moses, the servant of the Lorp,
manded you, and you have obeyed every order I have
you. 3During all this time you have not deserted the
tribes. You have been careful to obey the commands
Lorp your God right up to the present day. “And ne
Lorp your God has given the other tribes rest, as he g
ised them. So go back home to the land that Moses,
vant of the Lorp, gave you as your possession on th
side of the Jordan River. 5But be very careful to obey
commands and the instructions that Moses gave &
Love the Lorp your God, walk in all his ways, obey hz
mands, hold firmly to him, and serve him with all y
and all your soul.” 6So Joshua blessed them and ses
away, and they went home.

’Moses had given the land of Bashan, east of the i
River, to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (The other hak'
tribe was given land west of the Jordan.) As Joshua se
away and blessed them, 8he said to them, “Go back
homes with the great wealth you have taken from yo
mies—the vast herds of livestock, the silver, gold. 1
and iron, and the large supply of clothing. Share the:
with your relatives.”

"= Eastern Tribes Build an Altar

>0 the men of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manas- ship]
eft the rest of Israel at Shiloh in the land of Canaan. bel a
= started the journey back to their own land of Gilead, own :
‘erritory that belonged to them according to the Loro’s  Only
7mand through Moses. Taber
30,
Easi muni
- while they were still in Canaan, and when they cameto the tr
=ce called Geliloth* near the Jordan River, the men of theyv
220, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh stopped to plied
- 2 large and imposing altar. cause
Therest of Israel heard that the people of Reuben, Gad, Lorp
“e half-tribe of Manasseh had built an altar at Geliloth being
= edge of the land of Canaan, on the west side of the Jor- 827
“1ver. 1250 the whole community of Israel gathered at leader
" and prepared to go to war against them, '3First, how- turnec
ey sent a delegation led by Phinehas son of Eleazar, happe
“iest, to talk with the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the God ar
“1be of Manasseh. In this delegation were ten leaders 347
=l one from each of the ten tribes, and each the head ness,”
“amily within the clans of Israel. that 'th
7en they arrived in the land of Gilead, they said to the
of Reubep, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 16“The  Joshu
-ommunity of the Lorp demands to know why you are
ng the God of Israel. How could you turn away from 2 3
“oand buqd an altar for yourselves in rebellion against now ve
“asour sinat Peor not enough? To this daywe are not  and off
=znsed of it, even after the plague that struck the entire man_ 3
ity pf the Lorp. '8And yet today you are turningaway for you
“owing the Lorp. If you rebel against the Lorp today, for you
o< angry with all of us tomorrow. homelz
ou need the altar because the land you possess is  well as
- enjoin us in the Lorp's land, where the Taberna- the Jorc
“< LORD s situated, and share our land with us. Butdo land wi
= 3gainst the Lorp or against us by building an altar out all {
“zn the one true altar of the Lorp our God. 20Didn’t of their
anger fall on the entire community of Israel when 6“So
= member of the clan of Zerah, sinned by stealingthe the Boc
= apart for the Lorn*? He was not the only one who ther to
~zuse of his sin.” ate with
=1 the people of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of even m
=N answered the heads of the clans of Israel: 2“The them o1
“= Mighty One, is God! The Lorp, the Mighty One,is totheL
<nows the truth, and may Israel know it, too! We For
ouilt the altar in treacherous rebellion against the for you,
e have done 50, do not spare our lives this day. BIf oneof );w
ouilt an altar for ourselves to turn away from the Lorb yo
2 offer burnt offerings or grain offerings or peace be very (
may the Lorp himself punish us. 2By
Tuth is, we have built this altar because we fear of the st
“= Luture your descendants will say to ours, ‘What  if youin
ou have to worship the Lorp, the God of Israel? Lorp yot
“D has placed the Jordan River as a barrier between stead, th
i ;Ynd you people of Reuben and Gad. You haveno backs an
"= Lorp." So your descendants may prevent ourde- from thi
from worshiping the Lorp. 14"Soc
decided to build the altar, not for burnt offerings Deep in
=, #7but as amemorial. It will remind our descen- Lorp yot
our descer}dants that we, too, have the right to 15But as
he LQRD at his sanctuary with our burnt offerings, things he
#nd peace offerings. Then your descendants will disobey I
= 10 say o ours, 'You have no claim to the Lorp.”  land he ]
= say this, our descendants can reply,‘Look atthis LoRb yot
=LoRD'S altar_ that our ancestors made. It is not for anger wil
“ings or sacrifices; it is a reminder of the relation- the good

arc e of stones; s_in_1ilarly in22:11. 22:20 The Hebrew term used here refe
g them or by giving them as an offering. 22:34 Some manuscripts lack
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- prepared to go to war against them. 13First, how-
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~2 from each of the ten tribes, and each the head
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our sin at Peor not enough? To this day we are not

=1 of it, even after the plague that struck the entire
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/with all of us tomorrow.

the altar because the land you possess is

" join us in the Lorp's land, where the Taberna-

2D is situated, and share our land with us. Butdo
z=nst the Loro or against us by building an altar

" one true altar of the Lorp our God. 2Didn’t
= Zall on the entire community of Israel when
~ber of the clan of Zerah, sinned by stealing the
-zt for the Lorp*? He was not the only one who

= of his sin.”
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=71y One, is God! The Lorb, the Mighty One, is

s the truth, and may Israel know it, too! We
the altar in treacherous rebellion against the
=ve done so, do not spare our lives this day. 2If
an altar for ourselves to turn away from the
=7 burnt offerings or grain offerings or peace
= the Lorp himself punish us.
" 1s, we have built this altar because we fear
~_re your descendants will say to ours, ‘What
“zve to worship the Lorp, the God of Israel?
i< placed the Jordan River as a barrier between
"2 vou people of Reuben and Gad. You have no
2."Soyour descendants may prevent our de-
vorshiping the Loro.

Zed to build the altar, not for burnt offerings
“Utas amemorial. It will remind our descen-
endants that we, too, have the right to
his sanctuary with our burnt offerings,
ce offerings. Then your descendants will
2+ Lo ours, "You have no claim to the Lorp.’

7is, our descendants can reply, ‘Look at this

s altar that our ancestors made. It is not for
77 sacrifices; it is areminder of the relation-
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ship both of us have with the Lorp.’ 25Far be it from us to re-
bel against the LoD or turn away from him by building our
own altar for burnt offerings, grain offerings, or sacrifices.
Only the altar of the Lorp our God that stands in front of the
Tabernacle may be used for that purpose.”

30When Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the com-
munity—the heads of the clans of Israel—heard this from
the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,
they were satisfied. 3'Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, re-
plied to them, “Today we know the Lorp is among us be-
cause you have not committed this treachery against the
Lorb as we thought. Instead, you have rescued Israel from
being destroyed by the hand of the Lorp.”

32Then Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, and the other
leaders left the tribes of Reuben and Gad in Gilead and re-
turned to the land of Canaan to tell the Israelites what had
happened. 33And all the Israelites were satisfied and praised
God and spoke no more of war against Reuben and Gad.

34The people of Reuben and Gad named the altar “Wit-
ness,”* for they said, “It is a witness between us and them
that the Lorp is our God, too.”

Joshua'’s Final Words to Israel
23 The years passed, and the Lorp had given the people
of Israel rest from all their enemies. Joshua, who was
now very old, 2called together all the elders, leaders, judges,
and officers of Israel. He said to them, “I am now a very old
man. 3You have seen everything the Lorp your God has done
for you during my lifetime. The Lorp your God has fought
for you against your enemies. 4I have allotted to you as your
homeland all the land of the nations yet unconquered, as
well as the land of those we have already conquered—from
the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea* in the west. 5This
land will be yours, for the Lorp your God will himself drive
out all the people living there now. You will take possession
of their land, just as the Lorp your God promised you.

6“So be very careful to follow everything Moses wrote in
the Book of Instruction. Do not deviate from it, turning ei-
ther to the right or to the left. ?Make sure you do not associ-
ate with the other people still remaining in the land. Do not
even mention the names of their gods, much less swear by
them or serve them or worship them. 8Rather, cling tightly
to the Lorp your God as you have done until now.

*“For the Lorp has driven out great and powerful nations
for you, and no one has yet been able to defeat you. 19Each
one of you will put to flight a thousand of the enemy, for the
Lorp your God fights for you, just as he has promised. 11So
be very careful to love the Lorp your God.

12But if you turn away from him and cling to the customs
of the survivors of these nations remaining among you, and
if you intermarry with them, '3then know for certain that the
Lorp your God will no longer drive them out of your land. In-
stead, they will be a snare and a trap to you, a whip for your
backs and thorny brambles in your eyes, and you will vanish
from this good land the Lorb your God has given you.

14“Soon I will die, going the way of everything on earth.
Deep in your hearts you know that every promise of the
Lorp your God has come true. Not a single one has failed!
'sBut as surely as the Lorp your God has given you the good
things he promised, he will also bring disaster on you if you
disobey him. He will completely destroy you from this good
land he has given you. '6If you break the covenant of the
Lorp your God by worshiping and serving other gods, his
anger will burn against you, and you will quickly vanish from
the good land he has given you.”

s; similarlyin 22:11.  22:20 The Hebrew term used here refers to the complete consecration of things or people to the Lozn
Y giving them as an offering.  22:34 Some manuscripts lack thisword. ~ 23:4 Hebrew the Great Sea
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The LORD’s Covenant Renewed
2 4 Then Joshua summoned all the tribes of Israel to
Shechem, including their elders, leaders, judges, and

officers. So they came and presented themselves to God.

ZJoshua said to the people, “This is what the Lorp, the
God of Israel, says: Long ago your ancestors, including Te-
rah, the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Eu-
phrates River,* and they worshiped other gods. 3But I took
your ancestor Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates
and led him into the land of Canaan. I gave him many de-
scendants through his son Isaac. 4To Isaac I gave Jacob and
Esau. To Esau I gave the mountains of Seir, while Jacob and
his children went down into Egypt.

$“Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I brought terrible
plagues on Egypt; and afterward I brought you out as a free
people. 6But when your ancestors arrived at the Red Sea,*
the Egyptians chased after you with chariots and chari-
oteers. 7When your ancestors cried out to the Lorp, I put
darkness between you and the Egyptians. I brought the sea
crashing down on the Egyptians, drowning them. With your
very own eyes you saw what I did. Then you lived in the wil-
derness for many years.

8Finally, I brought you into the land of the Amorites on
the east side of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I de-
stroyed them before you. I gave you victory over them, and
you took possession of their land. °Then Balak son of Zip-
por, king of Moab, started a war against Israel. He sum-
moned Balaam son of Beor to curse you, but I would not
listen to him. Instead, I made Balaam bless you, and so I res-
cued you from Balak.

11“When you crossed the Jordan River and came to Jeri-
cho, the men of Jericho fought against you, as did the Amo-
rites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. But I gave you vic-
tory over them. 12And I sent terror* ahead of you to drive out
the two kings of the Amorites. It was not your swords or
bows that brought you victory. 13I gave you land you had not
worked on, and I gave you towns you did not build—the
towns where you are now living. I gave you vineyards and ol-
ive groves for food, though you did not plant them.

14“So fear the Lorp and serve him wholeheartedly. Put
away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they
lived beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the
Lorp alone. '5But if you refuse to serve the Lorp, then
choose today whom you will serve. Would you prefer the
gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it
be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But
as for me and my family, we will serve the Lorp.”

16The people replied, “We would never abandon the
Lorp and serve other gods. 17For the Lorp our God is the
24:2 Hebrew the river; also in 24:3, 14, 15.

24:6 Hebrew sea of reeds.  24:12 Often rendered the hornet. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.
24:32 Hebrew 100 kesitahs; the value or weight of the kesitah is no longer known.

one who rescued us and our ancestors from slavery in &
land of Egypt. He performed mighty miracles before o
very eyes. As we traveled through the wilderness among ot
enemies, he preserved us. "8It was the Lorp who drove
the Amorites and the other nations living here in the lant
So we, too, will serve the Lorp, for he alone is our God.”
9Then Joshua warned the people, “Y6u are not able®
serve the Lorp, for he is a holy and jealous God. He will a8
forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20If you abandon
Lorp and serve other gods, he will turn against you and
stroy you, even though he has been so good to you.”
21But the people answered Joshua, “No, we will serve
Lorp!”
22*You are a witness to your own decision,” Joshua sz 1
“You have chosen to serve the Lorp.”
“Yes,” they replied, “we are witnesses to what we hat
said.”
z"All right then,” Joshua said, “destroy the idols amasl
you, and turn your hearts to the Lorp, the God of Israel.” -
24The people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lorp @
God. We will obey him alone.” |
2580 Joshua made a covenant with the people that da
Shechem, committing them to follow the decrees and resi
lations of the Lorp. 26Joshua recorded these things in#
Book of God's Instructions. As a reminder of their ags
ment, he took a huge stone and rolled it beneath #
terebinth tree beside the Tabernacle of the Lorp.
ZJoshua said to all the people, “This stone has he
everything the Loro said to us. It will be a witness to te
against you if you go back on your word to God.”
28Then Joshua sent all the people away to their o
homelands. 2

Leaders Buried in the Promised Land
29After this, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lorp, @il
at the age of 110. 3°They buried him in the land he had bl
allocated, at Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephs
north of Mount Gaash. 1
*1The people of Israel served the Lorp throughoutlé
lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived h
those who had personally experienced all that the Lorsf
done for Israel. |
32The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brog
along with them when they left Egypt, were buried at. i
chem, in the parcel of ground Jacob had bought from
sons of Hamor for 100 pieces of silver.* This land was
cated in the territory allotted to the descendants of Jos
33Eleazar son of Aaron also died. He was buried in t
country of Ephraim, in the town of Gibeah, which had!
given to his son Phinehas.

-he Kenites, who were descendants of Moses’

Jupces

Author Samuel, according to Jewish tradition

= Written Uncertain, perhaps around 1000 B.c.

Content Often the greatest heroes appear in the midst o
the book of Judges, where true heroes and hero
after the people have fallen into sin. After Joshuz
of Israel settled their allotted portions of land. T
serve as their king. But this required that the pe
rarely existed during this period. The people soo
thg ways of their pagan neighbors. To punish th
nelghbors to oppress them. The [sraelites then re
he raised up various leaders among them to driv
;udggs. They not only defeated their enemies an
lsra_elltes’ hearts back to God. But time after time
their oppressive neighbors, they lost their zeal fo

" and Simeon Conquer the Land

an dah. Th
er the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the Lorp, Aradin
ich tribe should go first to attack the Canaanites?” 17The

- LORD answered, “Judah, for I have given them vic- naanites
=7 the land.” the towr
=men of Judah said to their relatives from the tribeof Judah c
Join with us to fight against the Canaanites living along wi
=rritory allotted to us. Then we will help you conquer
Titory.” So the men of Simeon went with Judah.
=1 the men of Judah attacked, the Lorp gave them
Jver the Canaanites and Perizzites, and they killed
cnemy warriors at the town of Bezek. SWhile at Be- people li
encountered King Adoni-bezek and fought against town of I
"d the Canaanites and Perizzites were defeated. And Cale
cezek escaped, but the Israelites soon Captured him scendant
off his thumbs and big toes. 21The
“i-Dezek said, I once had seventy kings with their Jebusites,
and big toes cut off, eating scraps from under myta- Jebusites:
0d has paid me back for what I did to them.”They  22The
T 1o Jerusalem, and he died there, and the L
men of Judah attacked Jerusalem and captured Bethel (fo
"2 all its people and setting the city on fire. SThen coming ot
=1t down to fight the Canaanites living in the hill the town,
the Negev, and the western foothills.* 19Judah thema w'a
- against the Canaanites in Hebron (formerly called that man a
zrba), defeating the forces of Sheshai, Ahiman, and of the Hit
- : which is it:
there they went to fight against the peopleliving  27Thetr
‘own “of ]?eb_lr (formerly called Kiriath-sepher). ing in Bett
2id, “T will give my daughter Acsah in marriage to  their surro
“no attacks and captures Kiriath-sepher.” 130thni- determine
n of Ca_leb’s younger brother, Kenaz, was the one grew strong
“quered it, so Acsah became Othniel’s wife, but they ne
:‘VAcsah married Othniel, she urged him* to ask 2The tri
=T for afield. As she got down off her donkey, Caleb living in Ge
". “What's the matter?” among then
said, “Let me have another gift. You have already 30The tril
= land in the Negev; now please give me springsof Kitron and
So Calgb gave her the upper and lower springs.  among ther
=1 the tribe of Judah left Jericho—the city of slaves for th
31 i
“-iaw, traveled with them into the wilderness of Ju- AccoTTlseiél;;

7 Shephelah. 1:14 Greek version and Latin Vulgate read he urgedher. 1:17aT
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“uthor Samuel, according to Jewish tradition
Vritten Uncertain, perhaps around 1000 B.C.

-ontent Often the greatest heroes appear in the midst of the worst chaos and confusion. This is true in
the book of Judges, where true heroes and heroines repeatedly are called upon to save the day
after the people have fallen into sin. After Joshua’s armies conquered Canaan, the twelve tribes
of Israel settled their allotted portions of land. They had no earthly king, because God was to
serve as their king. But this required that the people follow and obey God—a situation that
rarely existed during this period. The people soon became unfaithful to God and practiced
the ways of their pagan neighbors. To punish their disobedience, God allowed the Israelites’
neighbors to oppress them. The Israelites then repented and asked God to rescue them, and so
he raised up various leaders among them to drive out the enemy. These leaders were known as
judges. They not only defeated their enemies and drove them from the land but they turned the
Israelites’ hearts back to God. But time after time, soon after the people were delivered from
their oppressive neighbors, they lost their zeal for God, and the whole cycle began again.

«7d Simeon Conquer the Land dah. They settled among the people there, near the town of
e death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the Lorp, Arad in the Negev.

-n tribe should go first to attack the Canaanites?” '7Then Judah joined with Simeon to fight against the Ca-
--2D answered, “Judah, for I have given them vic- naanites living in Zephath, and they completely destroyed*
~eland.” the town. So the town was named Hormah.* 18In addition,

~<n of Judah said to their relatives from the tribe of Judah captured the towns of Gaza, Ashkelon, and Ekron,

Jin with us to fight against the Canaanites living along with their surrounding territories.

“ory allotted to us. Then we will help you conquer

7v." So the men of Simeon went with Judah. Israel Fails to Conquer the Land

12 men of Judah attacked, the Lorp gave them '9The LorD was with the people of Judah, and they took pos-

= the Canaanites and Perizzites, and they killed  session of the hill country. But they failed to drive out the
1y warriors at the town of Bezek. SWhile at Be- people living in the plains, who had iron chariots. 20The
ntered King Adoni-bezek and fought against town of Hebron was given to Caleb as Moses had promised.
¢ Canaanites and Perizzites were defeated. And Caleb drove out the people living there, who were de-
-=k escaped, but the Israelites soon captured him scendants of the three sons of Anak.

1is thumbs and big toes. 21The tribe of Benjamin, however, failed to drive out the
-=zek said, “I once had seventy kings with their Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem. So to this day the
- Digtoes cut off, eating scraps from under myta- Jebusites live in Jerusalem among the people of Benjamin.

< has paid me back for what I did to them.” They 2The descendants of Joseph attacked the town of Bethel,

‘erusalem, and he died there. and the Lorp was with them. 22They sent men to scout out

" of Judah attacked Jerusalem and captured Bethel (formerly known as Luz). 24They confronted a man

is people and setting the city on fire. Then coming out of the town and said to him, “Show us a way into
Jwn to fight the Canaanites living in the hill the town, and we will have mercy on you.” 25So he showed
= Negev, and the western foothills.* 19judah them a way in, and they killed everyone in the town except
=nst the Canaanites in Hebron (formerly called that man and his family. 26Later the man moved to the land
defeating the forces of Sheshai, Ahiman,and of the Hittites, where he built a town. He named it Luz,
which is its name to this day.
=72 they went to fight against the people living  27The tribe of Manasseh failed to drive out the people liv-
of Debir (formerly called Kiriath-sepher). ing in Beth-shan,* Taanach, Dor, Ibleam, Megiddo, and all
! will give my daughter Acsah in marriage to their surrounding settlements, because the Canaanites were
=Tacks and captures Kiriath-sepher.” 130thni- determined to stay in that region. 2When the Israelites
-aleb’s younger brother, Kenaz, was the one grew stronger, they forced the Canaanites to work as slaves,
=2 1t, so0 Acsah became Othniel’s wife. but they never did drive them completely out of the land.
sah married Othniel, she urged him* to ask  2The tribe of Ephraim failed to drive out the Canaanites
2 field. As she got down off her donkey, Caleb living in Gezer, so the Canaanites continued to live there
nat’s the matter?” among them.

- "Let me have another gift. You have already 30The tribe of Zebulun failed to drive out the residents of
- in the Negev; now please give me springs of Kitron and Nahalol, so the Canaanites continued to live
b gave her the upper and lower springs. among them. But the Canaanites were forced to work as

e of Judah left Jericho—the city of slaves for the people of Zebulun.
es, who were descendants of Moses’  3'The tribe of Asher failed to drive out the residents of
2veled with them into the wilderness of Ju- Acco, Sidon, Ahlab, Aczib, Helbah, Aphik, and Rehob.
1:14 Greek version and Latin Vulgate read he urgedher. 1:17a The Hebrew term used here refers to the complete

ople to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an offering.  1:17b Hormah means “destruction.”
2 variant spelling of Beth-shan.
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32Instead, the people of Asher moved in among the Canaan-
ites,who controlled the land, for they failed to drive them out.
33] jkewise, the tribe of Naphtali failed to drive out the
residents of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath. Instead, they
moved in among the Canaanites, who controlled the land.
Nevertheless, the people of Beth-shemesh and Beth-anath
were forced to work as slaves for the people of Naphtali.
34As for the tribe of Dan, the Amorites forced them back
into the hill country and would not let them come down into
the plains. 35The Amorites were determined to stay in
Mount Heres, Aijalon, and Shaalbim, but when the descen-
dants of Joseph became stronger, they forced the Amorites
to work as slaves. 36The boundary of the Amorites ran from
Scorpion Pass* to Sela and continued upward from there.

The LORD’s Messenger Comes to Bokim
2 The angel of the Lorp went up from Gilgal to Bokim and
said to the Israelites, “I brought you out of Egypt into

this land that I swore to give your ancestors, and I said I
would never break my covenant with you. 2For your part,
you were not to make any covenants with the people living
in this land; instead, you were to destroy their altars. But you
disobeyed my command. Why did you do this? 3So now I de-
clare that I will no longer drive out the people living in your
land. They will be thorns in your sides,* and their gods will
be a constant temptation to you.”

4When the angel of the Lorp finished speaking to all the
Israelites, the people wept loudly. 5So they called the place
Bokim (which means “weeping”), and they offered sacri-
fices there to the Lorb.

The Death of Joshua
6After Joshua sent the people away, each of the tribes left to
take possession of the land allotted to them. 7And the Israel-
ites served the Lorp throughout the lifetime of Joshua and
the leaders who outlived him—those who had seen all the
great things the Lorp had done for Israel.

8Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lorp, died at the
age of 110. 9They buried him in the land he had been allo-
cated, at Timnath-serah* in the hill country of Ephraim,
north of Mount Gaash.

Israel Disobeys the LORD
10After that generation died, another generation grew up
who did not acknowledge the Lorp or remember the mighty
things he had done for Israel.

11The Israelites did evil in the Lorp’s sight and served
the images of Baal. 12They abandoned the Lorp, the God of
their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They
went after other gods, worshiping the gods of the people
around them. And they angered the Lorp. 3They aban-
doned the Lorb to serve Baal and the images of Ashtoreth.
14This made the Lorp burn with anger against Israel, so he
handed them over to raiders who stole their possessions.
He turned them over to their enemies all around, and they
were no longer able to resist them. 5Every time Israel went
out to battle, the Lorp fought against them, causing them
to be defeated, just as he had warned. And the people were
in great distress.

The LORD Rescues His People

16Then the Loro raised up judges to rescue the Israelites
from their attackers. 17Yet Israel did not listen to the judges
but prostituted themselves by worshiping other gods. How

1:36 Hebrew Akrabbim. ~ 2:3 Hebrew They will be in your sides; compare Num 33:55.
avariant spelling of Timnath-serah. 3:8 Aram-naharaim means “Aram of the two rivers,” thought to have been located between the Euphrates and 52

Rivers in northwestern Mesopotamia.

quickly they turned away from the path of their ancesto
who had walked in obedience to the Lorp’s commands. -

18Whenever the Lorp raised up a judge over Israel, B
was with that judge and rescued the people from their en
mies throughout the judge’s lifetime. For the Lorp took p
on his people, who were burdened by cppression and st
fering. 19But when the judge died, the people returneds
their corrupt ways, behaving worse than those who
lived before them. They went after other gods, serving @
worshiping them. And they refused to give up their e&
practices and stubborn ways.

2050 the Lorp burned with anger against Israel. He
“Because these people have violated my covenant, whidk
made with their ancestors, and have ignored my comman
21T will no longer drive out the nations that Joshua left
conquered when he died. 221 did this to test Israel—to
whether or not they would follow the ways of the Lors
their ancestors did.” 23That is why the Lorb left those®
tions in place. He did not quickly drive them out or
Joshua to conquer them all.

The Nations Left in Canaan
These are the nations that the Lorp left in the la
test those Israelites who had not experienced the

of Canaan. 2He did this to teach warfare to generations

raelites who had no experience in battle. 3These are the®
tions: the Philistines (those living under the five Philis
rulers), all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites

ing in the mountains of Lebanon from Mount Baal-her
to Lebo-hamath. 4These people were left to test the Iss
ites—to see whether they would obey the commands

Lorp had given to their ancestors through Moses.

5S0 the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites. N

tites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, sand
intermarried with them. Israelite sons married their da

ters, and Israelite daughters were given in marriage tof# -

sons. And the Israelites served their gods.

Othniel Becomes Israel’s Judge
7The Israelites did evil in the Lorp’s sight. They forgota
the Loro their God, and they served the images of Baa
the Asherah poles. 8Then the Lorp burned with 2
against Israel, and he turned them over to King Cush
rishathaim of Aram-naharaim.* And the Israelites s&
Cushan-rishathaim for eight years.

9But when the people of Israel cried out to the Lo
help, the Lorp raised up a rescuer to save them. His
was Othniel, the son of Caleb’s younger brother, K
10The Spirit of the Lorp came upon him, and he beca
rael’s judge. He went to war against King Cushan-rishaist
of Aram, and the Lorp gave Othniel victory over him
there was peace in the land for forty years. Then Ot
of Kenaz died.

Ehud Becomes Israel’s Judge
12Qnce again the Israelites did evil in the Lorp’s sight
the Lorp gave King Eglon of Moab control over Isras
cause of their evil. 13Eglon enlisted the Ammonites an
alekites as allies, and then he went out and defeated
taking possession of Jericho, the city of palms. 4And®
raelites served Eglon of Moab for eighteen years.
15But when the people of Israel cried out to the Le
help, the Lorp again raised up a rescuer to save them#
name was Ehud son of Gera, a left-handed man of the#it
2:9 Asin parallel text at Josh 24:30; Hebrew reads Timnatk-ssit

= T

“=me concerned and

~. ‘:Iah Becomes Israel’s Judge

FB emamin: The Israelites sent Ehud to deliver their tri

““ney to King Eglon of Moab. 16So Ehud maci[;1 ealrdtgvl..g)l;;e-

Zged Qagger'that was about a foot* long, and he strapped it

- ‘nght thigh, keeping ithidden under his clothing. 17He

0 :‘snt the tylbu.te money to Eglon, who was very fat. '

) V-;After delivering the payment, Ehud started home with
52 who had helped carry the tribute. 1°But when Ehud |

zhed the stone idols near Gilgal, he turned back. He came |

%r: alr(l_d said, “I have a secret message for you.”

~0 the king commanded his " et!”

ki) all%ut e s servants, “Be quiet!” and he E

“Ehud walked over to Eglon, who was sittin: i

o fpstalrs room. And Ehud said, “I have a me:gs:;gzefrlgrr? I

= for you!” As King Eglon rose from his seat, 2'Ehud t

: ,;,ed th_h his left hand, pulled out the dagger strappedto r
ght thigh, and plunged it into the king’s belly. 22The g

gger went so deep that the handle disappeared beneath 3

ng’s fat. So Ehud did not pull out the dagger
< s bowels emptied.* 23Then Ehud closed ar%;; lolcirelg 31‘: 2
pf the room and escaped down the Iatrine. * e:
-:,:Jter Ehud was gone, the king’s servants returned and oJ
d the door_s to the upstairs room locked. They thought
ight be using the latrine in the room, 2550 they waited. H
vhen the king didn’t come out after a long delay, the); te
" got a key. And when they opened ey
= %rs] t:lhey found their master dead on the floor. b
~ While the servants were waiting, Ehud esc i
“lone idols on his way to Seira}g\. 27When ;{;egfgizzllilrgl v
Il country of Ephraim, Ehud sounded a call to arms,
::3 1led a banﬁi of Israelites down from the hills, .
~ “ollowme,”he said, “for the Lorp has given you vi
“:oab your enerny.” So they followed h?rln A]’)l,d the?s(;?-] o
= \.EJok control of the shallow crossings of the Jordan
= across from Moab, preventing anyone from crossing. e
hey attacked the Moabites and killed about 10 000 of %h
T :Aﬁﬂfongest and most able-bodied warriors. Not’one of
::caped, 3050 Moab was conquered by Israel that day,
<re was peace in the land for eighty years. I

sh
ag

[

me
I *gglr Becomes Israel’s Judge o
TEl ud, Shamgar son of Anath rescued Israel
500 Philistines with an ox goad. S ite

anc

ter Ehud’s death, the Israelites again did evil in the i
LORD'S sight. 2So the Lorp turned them over to King Th
of Hazor, a Canaanite king. The commander of his 5

vas Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha i i
o I v ggoyim. 3Sisera,
:im?g? t;ron chzgrrliots, ruthlessly oppressed the Israel-
rt years. Then the people of I i gr
Aielifs beople of Israel cried out to

7‘ =borah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was ;

2 Israel at that time. 5She would sit under th

between Ramah and Bethel in the hill cguPrftlrI;1 g;
™, and the Israelites would g0 to her for judgment
2y she sent for Barak son of Abinoam, who lived iﬁ
S in the land of Naphtali. She said to him, “This is
2 Loro, the God of Israel, commands you: Call oyt * “I
- warriors from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun at

3

- Tabor. 7And I will call out Sisera, comman
= army, along with his chariots and warriors, to t?ler(f !
“ver. There I will give you victory over him.” ST
told Sner, “Iwill go, but only if you go with me.”
well,” she replied, “I will go with you.Butyouwill in

=10 honor in this venture, for the Lorp’s victory over

“r=w gomed, the length of which is uncertain.

incertain,  4:11Or father-in-ius, 3:220r and it came out behin
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=~/amin. The Israelites sent Ehud to deliver their tribute  Sisera will be at the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went
"= 1o King Eglon of Moab. 1680 Ehud made a double-

with Barak to Kedesh. 10At Kedesh, Barak called together

- dagger that was about a foot* long, and he strapped it the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, and 10,000 warriors
“ight thigh, keeping it hidden under his clothing. 7He went up with him. Deborah also went with him.

="t the tribute money to Eglon, who was very fat.

10 had helped carry the tribute. 19But when Ehud

“=d the stone idols near Gilgal, he turned back. He came

-7 and said, “T have a secret message for you.”
2 king commanded his servants, “Be quiet!” and he
n all out of the room.
“ud walked over to Eglon, who was sitting alone in a
ostairs room. And Ehud said, “I have a message from
- you!” As King Eglon rose from his seat, 2'Ehud
= with hislefthand, pulled out the dagger strapped to
= thigh, and plunged it into the king’s belly. 22The
- went so deep that the handle disappeared beneath
at. So Ehud did not pull out the dagger, and the
“owels emptied.* 2Then Ehud closed and locked the
“ the room and escaped down the latrine.*
=T Ehud was gone, the king’s servants returned and
~2 doors to the upstairs room locked. They thought
= be using the latrine in the room, 2550 they waited.
'=n the king didn’t come out after a long delay, they
-oncerned and got a key. And when they opened
5. they found their master dead on the floor.
“_le the servants were waiting, Ehud escaped, passing
"= idols on his way to Seirah. 22When he arrived in
-ountry of Ephraim, Ehud sounded a call to arms.
=d a band of Israelites down from the hills.
owme," he said, “for the Lorp has given you victory
our enemy.” So they followed him. And the Isra-
control of the shallow crossings of the Jordan
~25s from Moab, preventing anyone from crossing.
attacked the Moabites and killed about 10,000 of
~gest and most able-bodied warriors. Not one of
=0ed. 30S0 Moab was conquered by Israel that day,
vas peace in the land for eighty years.

~ Becomes Israel’s Judge
“2d, Shamgar son of Anath rescued Israel. He once
- Philistines with an ox goad.

@ Becomes Israel’s Judge
" Zhud’s death, the Israelites again did evil in the
ht. 280 the Lorp turned them over to King
T, a Canaanite king. The commander of his
a, who lived in Harosheth-haggoyim. 3Sisera,
“J0 Tron chariots, ruthlessly oppressed the Israel-
"%y years. Then the people of Israel cried out to
o help.
the wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was
t that time. 5She would sit under the Palm of
een Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of
1 the Israelites would go to her for judgment.
"= sent for Barak son of Abinoam, who lived in
land of Naphtali. She said to him, “This is
the God of Israel, commands you: Call out
s from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun at
“ 7And I will call out Sisera, commander of
zlong with his chariots and warriors, to the Ki-
nere I will give you victory over him.”
,“Twill go, but only if you go with me.”
he replied, “I will go with you. But you will
“onor in this venture, for the Lorp’s victory over

med the length of which is uncertain.
= 4011 Or father-in-law.

r delivering the payment, Ehud started home with

""Now Heber the Kenite, a descendant of Moses’ brother-
in-law* Hobab, had moved away from the other members of
his tribe and pitched his teht by the oak of Zaanannim near
Kedesh.

12When Sisera was told that Barak son of Abinoam had
gone up to Mount Tabor, 3he called for all 900 of his iron
chariots and all of his warriors, and they marched from
Harosheth-haggoyim to the Kishon River.

'4Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get ready! This is the day
the Lorp will give you victory over Sisera, for the Loro is
marching ahead of you.” So Barak led his 10,000 warriors
down the slopes of Mount Tabor into battle. sWhen Barak
attacked, the Lorp threw Sisera and all his chariots and war-
riors into a panic. Sisera leaped down from his chariot and
escaped on foot. 16Then Barak chased the chariots and the
enemy army all the way to Harosheth-haggoyim, killing all
of Sisera’s warriors. Not a single one was left alive.

17Meanwhile, Sisera ran to the tent of Jael, the wife of
Heber the Kenite, because Heber’s family was on friendly
terms with King Jabin of Hazor. 18Jael went out to meet Sis-
era and said to him, “Come into my tent, sir. Come in. Don't
be afraid.” So he went into her tent, and she covered him
with a blanket.

19“Please give me some water,” he
she gave him some milk from a leathe
again.

20"Stand at the door of the 1
comes and asks you if ther
21But when Sisera fi

szid. “T'm thirsty.” So

nd covered him

t. “If anybody
e, sayno.”
15t

etly crept up to him inherhand
Then she drove th and into the
ground, and so he

22When Bara Ta, Jael went out to

meet him. S i how you the man you
are lookin I 3 into the tent and found
Sisera lyi pegthn 1is temple.

B30 w God defeat Jabin, the Canaan-
ite king. 2¢And from that time on Israel became stronger

wa L
and stronger against King Jabin until they

y destroyed
him.
The Song of Deborah
On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang
this song:

2 “Israel’s leaders took charge,
and the people gladly followed.
Praise the Lorp!

3 “Listen, you kings!
Pay attention, you mighty rulers!
For I'will sing to the Lorp.
I'will make music to the Lorp, the God of Israel.

4 “Lorp, when you set out from Seir
and marched across the fields of Edom,
the earth trembled,
and the cloudy skies poured down rain.
5 The mountains quaked in the presence of the Lorp,
the God of Mount Sinai—
in the presence of the Lorp,
the God of Israel.

3:22 Or and it came out behind. ~ 3:23 Or and went out through the porch; the meaning of the
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6 “In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,
and in the days of Jael,
people avoided the main roads,
and travelers stayed on winding pathways.
7 There were few people left in the villages of Israel*—
until Deborah arose as a mother for Israel.
8 When Israel chose new gods,
war erupted at the city gates.
Yet not a shield or spear could be seen
among forty thousand warriors in Israel!
9 My heart is with the commanders of Israel,
with those who volunteered for war.
Praise the Lorp!

10 “Consider this, you who ride on fine donkeys,
you who sit on fancy saddle blankets,
and you who walk along the road.
1 Listen to the village musicians*
gathered at the watering holes.
They recount the righteous victories of the Lorn
and the victories of his villagers in Israel.
Then the people of the LorD
marched down to the city gates.

12 “Wake up, Deborah, wake up!
Wake up, wake up, and sing a song!
Arise, Barak!
Lead your captives away, son of Abinoam!

13 “Down from Tabor marched the few against the
nobles.
The people of the Lorp marched down against
mighty warriors.
14 They came down from Ephraim—
aland that once belonged to the Amalekites;
they followed you, Benjamin, with your troops.
From Makir the commanders marched down;
from Zebulun came those who carry a commander’s
staff.
15 The princes of Issachar were with Deborah and Barak.
They followed Barak, rushing into the valley.
But in the tribe of Reuben
there was great indecision.
16 Why did you sit at home among the sheepfolds—
to hear the shepherds whistle for their flocks?
Yes, in the tribe of Reuben
there was great indecision.
17 Gilead remained east of the Jordan.
And why did Dan stay home?
Asher sat unmoved at the seashore,
remaining in his harbors.
18 But Zebulun risked his life,
as did Naphtali, on the heights of the battlefield.

19 “The kings of Canaan came and fought,
at Taanach near Megiddo's springs,
but they carried off no silver treasures.
20 The stars fought from heaven.
The stars in their orbits fought against Sisera.
21 The Kishon River swept them away—
that ancient torrent, the Kishon.
March on with courage, my soul!
22 Then the horses’ hooves hammered the ground,
the galloping, galloping of Sisera’s mighty steeds.
23 ‘Let the people of Meroz be cursed, said the angel of the
Lorp. )
‘Let them be utterly cursed;
5:7 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

5:11 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

because they did not come to help the Lorb—
to help the Lorp against the mighty warriors.’

24 “Most blessed among women is Jael,
the wife of Heber the Kenite.
May she be blessed above all women who live in

tents. ; 4
25 Sisera asked for water, §
and she gave him milk.
In a bowl fit for nobles,
she brought him yogurt. ;

26 Then with her left hand she reached for a tent peg,
and with her right hand for the workman’s hammer.
She struck Sisera with the hammer, crushing his head. ;
With a shattering blow, she pierced his temples.

“Zed us over to the Midianites.”

27 He sank, he fell,
he lay still at her feet.
And where he sank,
there he died.

“From the window Sisera’s mother looked out.
Through the window she watched for his return,
saying,
‘Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Why don’t we hear the sound of chariot wheels?*

2

*®

29 “Her wise women answer,
and she repeats these words to herself:
30 ‘'They must be dividing the captured plunder—
with a woman or two for every man.
There will be colorful robes for Sisera,
and colorful, embroidered robes for me.
Yes, the plunder will include
colorful robes embroidered on both sides.’

w

“Lorp, may all your enemies die like Sisera!

But may those who love you rise like the sun in all i

power!”
Then there was peace in the land for forty years.

Gideon Becomes Israel’s Judge
The Israelites did evil in the Lorp’s sight. So the Lg
handed them over to the Midianites for seven yeas

2The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites made b

ing places for themselves in the mountains, caves, &

strongholds. 3Whenever the Israelites planted their
marauders from Midian, Amalek, and the people of theé
would attack Israel, 4camping in the land and destroy®
crops as far away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with na
ing to eat, taking all the sheep, goats, cattle, and donke
5These enemy hordes, coming with their livestock

land was stripped bare. éSo Israel was reduced to starvais
by the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the L
for help.
7When they cried out to the Lorp because of Midian. ™
LoRb sent a prophet to the Israelites. He said, “This is wil
the Lorp, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of i
ery in Egypt. °I rescued you from the Egyptians and fro
who oppressed you. I drove out your enemies and gaves
their land. 19I told you, ‘I am the Lorp your God. You®
not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land #
now live." But you have not listened to me.”
11Then the angel of the Lorp came and sat beneata®
great tree at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the ciam
Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at!

~omof awinepress to hide the grain from the Midianites. Wh
"2 angel of the Lorp appeared to him and said, “Mighty Baal
Ehe Lorp is with you!” one
*'Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lorp is with us, why hasall calle
nappened to us? And where are all the miracles our an- beca
ors told us about? Didn't they say, ‘The Lorp brought us
At of Egypt'? But now the Lorp has abandoned us and Gidi
le S0
“Then the Lorp turned to him and said, “Go with the peor
“gth you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. I cros;
sending you!” the S
ButLord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue Israel? My ram’
- 1s the weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and Iam  zerc
=astin my entire family!” nass
fe Lorp said to him, “T will be with you. And you will warr
-0y the Midianites as if you were fighting against one 3%
L” me f(
sideon replied, “If you are truly going to help me, show way.
= Sign to prove that it is really the Lorp speaking to me. the f
"t go away until I come back and bring my offering to dry, t
rael :
- answered, “I will stay here until you return.” Whe
sideon hurried home. He cooked a young goat, and the fl
2 basket* of flour he baked some bread without yeast. 397
- carrying the meat ina basket and the brothinapot,he  me, b
zntthem out and presented them to the angel,whowas for o1
-~ the great tree. the g
7 angel of God said to him, “Place the meat and the did a
=rened bread on this rock, and pour the broth over it.” the gl
- ~ideon did as he was told. 2'Then the angel of the Lorp
=d the meat and bread with the tip of the staff in his Gide
= and fire flamed up from the rock and consumed all he S
--ought. And the angel of the Lorp disappeared. a
hen Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lorp, Midiz
=d out, “Oh, Sovereign Lorp, I'm doomed! I have seen hill of
~zelof the Lorp face to face!” warri
‘is all right,” the Lorp replied. “Do not be afraid. You Israel
ot die.” 2¢And Gideon built an altar to the Loro there their «
=med it Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the Lorp is timid
The altar remains in Ophrah in the land of the clan 22,00
=zer to this day. willing
“at night the Lorp said to Gideon, “Take the second 4By
om your father’s herd, the one that is seven yearsold. Bring
+T your father’s altar to Baal, and cut down the Ashe- minen
“e standing beside it. 26Then build an altar to the Lorp  took h
xod here_ on this hilltop sanctuary, laying the stones vide tt
~v. Sacrifice the bull as a burnt offering on the altar, Cup wi
=5 fuel the wood of the Asherah pole you cut down.” dogs. ]
Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lorp  drink
mmanded. But he did it at night because he was men d
- of the other members of his father’s household and their k
ole of the town. 7Th
arly the next morning, as the people of the town began  cue yo
someone discovered that the altar of Baal had been the ott
" down and that the Asherah pole beside it had been rams'
T. In their place a new altar had been built,and onit he kep
"2 remains of the bull that had been sacrificed. 22The The
szid to ea_ch other, “Who did this?” And after asking SThatr
- 2nd making a careful search, they learned that it was  ite car
= the son of Joash. are afr.
“ng outyour son,” the men of the town demanded of Purah.
e must die for destroying the altar of Baal and for will be|
- down the Asherah pole.” S0 G
* Joash shouted to the mob that confronted him, enemy
e you defending Baal? Will you argue his case? ple of
=v an ephah [20 quarts or 22 liters).
z another name for Mount Gilboa.

7:3 Hebrew may leave Mount Gilead. Tt
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T10f awinepress to hide the grain from the Midianites. Whoever pleads his case will be put to death by morning! If
zngel of the Lorp appeared to him and said, “Mighty Baal truly is a god, let him defend himself and destroy the
"¢ Lorp is with you!” one who broke down his altar!” 32From then on Gideon was

>7" Gideon replied, “if the Lorp is withus,whyhasall called Jerub-baal, which means “Let Baal defend himself

“bbened to us? And where are all the miracles ouran- because he broke down Baal’s altar.
 told us about? Didn't they say, ‘The Lorp brought us p

of Egypt”? But now the Lorp has abandoned usand Gideon Asks for a Sign

33S00n afterward the armies of Midian, Amalek, and the
people of the east formed an alliance against Israel and
crossed the Jordan, camping in the valley of Jezreel. 34Then
the Spirit of the Lorp took possession of Gideon. He blew a
JtLord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescueIsrael? My ram'’s horn as a call to arms, and the men of the clan of Abie-
12 weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh,andTam  zer came to him. 35He also sent messengers throughout Ma-
stin my entire family!” nasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, summoning their
“2 Loro said to him, “I will be with you. And you will warriors, and all of them responded.
the Midianites as if you were fighting against one 36Then Gideon said to God, “If you are truly going to use
me fo rescue Israel as you promised, 37prove it to me in this
way. Iwill put a wool fleece on the threshing floor tonight. If
the fleece is wet with dew in the morning but the ground is
dry, then Iwill know that you are going to help me rescue Is-
rael as you promised.” 38And that is just what happened.
When Gideon got up early the next morning, he squeezed
“eon hurried home. He cooked a young goat, and the fleece and Wrung out a whole bowiful of water.
casket* of flour he baked some bread without yeast. 3Then Gideon said to God, “Please don't be angry with
2rying the meat in a basket and the broth ina pot, he me, butlet me make one more r
“{them out and presented them to the angel,whowas for one more test. This time let
e great tree. the ground around it is wet with dew.” 40So that night God
= angel of God said to him, “Place the meat and the did as Gideon asked. The fleece was dryin the morning, but
=ned bread on this rock, and pour the broth over it.” the ground was covered with dew.
“eon did as he was told. 21Then the angel of the Lorp
- the meat and bread with the tip of the staff in his

"d fire flamed up from the rock and consumed all he 7 So Jerub-baal (that is, Gideon) and his army got up early
Jght. And the angel of the Lorp disappeared. and went as far as the Spring of Harod. The armies of
“en Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lorp, Midian were camped north of them in the valley near the
- out, “Oh, Sovereign Lorp, I'm doomed! I have seen  hill of Moreh. 2The Lorp said to Gideon, “You have too many
==l of the Lorb face to face!” warriors with you. If I let all of you fight the Midianites, the
s all right,” the Lorp replied. “Do not be afraid. Yoy Israelites will boast to me that they saved themselves by
die.” 24And Gideon built an altar to the Lorp there their Own strength. 3Therefore, tell the people, ‘Whoever is
“ed it Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the Lorp is  timid or afraid may leave this mountain* and gohome.”” So
The altar remains in Ophrah in the land of the clan 22,000 of them went home, leaving only 10,000 who were
72T to this day. willing to fight.
=' night the Lorp said to Gideon, “Take the second “But the Lorp told Gideon, “There are still too many!
7 your father’s herd, the one that is Sevenyearsold. Bring them down to the Spring, and I will test them to deter-
T your father’s altar to Baal, and cut down the Ashe- mine who will go with you and who will not SWhen Gideon
standing beside it. 26Then build an altartothe Lorp  took his warriors down to the water, the Lorp told him, “Di-
2 here on this hilltop sanctuary, laying the stones vide the men into two groups. In one group putall those who
Sacrifice the bull as a burnt offering on the altar, Cup water in their hands and lap it up with thei
“uel the wood of the Asherah pole you cut down.”
~ideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lorp
“manded. But he did it at night because he was

“en the Lorp turned to him and said, “Go with the
=11 you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. [

“eonreplied, “If you are truly going to help me, show
2N to prove that it is really the Lorp speaking to me,
- 80 away until I come back and bring my offering to

niswered, “I will stay here until youreturn.”

Gideon Defeats the Midianites

men drank from their hands. Al] the others got down on
the other members of his father’s household and ~ their knees and drank with their mouths in the stream.
-2 of the town. “The Lorp told Gideon, “With these 300 men I will res-
the next morning, as the people of the town began cue you and give you victory over the Midianites. Send all
-meone discovered that the altar of Bagl had been  the others home.” 880 Gideon collected the provisions and
-own and that the Asherah pole beside it had been ramg’ horns of the other warriors and sent them home. But
" In their place a new altar had been built,and onit he kept the 300 men with him,
remains of the bull that had been sacrificed. 2The The Midianite camp was in the valley just below Gideon.
=d o each other, “Who did this?” And after asking That night the Lorp said, “Get up! Go down into the Midian-
"d making a careful search, they learned thatitwas ite camp, for I have given you victory over them! 19Byt if you
"2 son of Joash. are afraid to attack, g0 down to the camp with your servant
“Z outyour son,” the men of the town demanded of Purah. 1"Listen to what the Midianites are saying, and you
- must die for destroying the altar of Baal and for willbe greatly encouraged. Then you will be eager to attack.”
“wn the Asherah pole.” So Gideon took Purah and went down to the edge of the
sash shouted to the mob that confronted him, enemy camp. 2The armies of Midian, Amalek, and the peo-
vou defending Baal? Will you argue his case? ple of the east had settled in the valley like a swarm of

7 ephah (20 quarts or 22 liters].  7:3 Hebrew may leave Mount Gilead. The identity of Mount Gilead is uncertain in this context. It is perhaps
“0ther name for Mount Gilboa,
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locusts. Their camels were like grains of sand on the sea-
shore—too many to count! 13Gideon crept up just as a man
was telling his companion about a dream. The man said, “I
had this dream, and in my dream a loaf of barley bread
came tumbling down into the Midianite camp. It hit a tent,
turned it over, and knocked it flat!”

14His companion answered, “Your dream can mean only
one thing—God has given Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite,
victory over Midian and all its allies!”

1sWhen Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation,
he bowed in worship before the Lorp.* Then he returned to
the Israelite camp and shouted, “Get up! For the Lorp has
given you victory over the Midianite hordes!” 16He divided
the 300 men into three groups and gave each man a ram'’s
horn and a clay jar with a torch in it.

17Then he said to them, “Keep your eyes on me. When I
come to the edge of the camp, do just as I do. 18As soon as I
and those with me blow the rams’ horns, blow your horns,
00, all around the entire camp, and shout, ‘For the Lorp and
for Gideon!"”

19t was just after midnight,* after the changing of the
guard, when Gideon and the 100 men with him reached the
edge of the Midianite camp. Suddenly, they blew the rams'’
horns and broke their clay jars. 22Then all three groups blew
their horns and broke their jars. They held the blazing
torches in their left hands and the horns in their right
hands, and they all shouted, “A sword for the Lorp and for
Gideon!”

21Each man stood at his position around the camp and
watched as all the Midianites rushed around in a panic,
shouting as they ran to escape. 2When the 300 Israelites
blew their rams’ horns, the Lorp caused the warriors in the
camp to fight against each other with their swords. Those
who were not killed fled to places as far away as Beth-shittah
near Zererah and to the border of Abel-meholah near Tab-
bath.

2Then Gideon sent for the warriors of Naphtali, Asher,
and Manasseh, who joined in chasing the army of Midian.
24Gideon also sent messengers throughout the hill country
of Ephraim, saying, “Come down to attack the Midianites.
Cut them off at the shallow crossings of the Jordan River at
Beth-barah.”

So all the men of Ephraim did as they were told. 25They
captured Oreb and Zeeb, the two Midianite commanders,
killing Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress
of Zeeb. And they continued to chase the Midianites. After-
ward the Israelites brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to
Gideon, who was by the Jordan River.

Gideon Kills Zebah and Zalmunna
Then the people of Ephraim asked Gideon, “Why have
you treated us this way? Why didn’t you send for us
when you first went out to fight the Midianites?” And they
argued heatedly with Gideon.
2But Gideon replied, “What have I accomplished com-
pared to you? Aren't even the leftover grapes of Ephraim’s
harvest better than the entire crop of my little clan of Abie-
zer? 3God gave you victory over Oreb and Zeeb, the com-
manders of the Midianite army. What have I accomplished
compared to that?” When the men of Ephraim heard Gide-
on'’s answer, their anger subsided.
4Gideon then crossed the Jordan River with his
300 men, and though exhausted, they continued to chase
the enemy. SWhen they reached Succoth, Gideon asked the
leaders of the town, “Please give my warriors some food.

They are very tired. I am chasing Zebah and Zalmunna, the
kings of Midian.”

6But the officials of Succoth replied, “Catch Zebah and
Zalmunna first, and then we will feed your army.”

7So Gideon said, “After the Lorp gives me victory over Ze-
bah and Zalmunna, I will return and tear your flesh with the
thorns and briers from the wilderness.” »

8From there Gideon went up to Peniel* and again asked
for food, but he got the same answer. °So he said to the pec-
ple of Peniel, “After I return in victory, I will tear down thig
tower.”

10By this time Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor witk
15,000 warriors—all that remained of the allied armies &
the east, for 120,000 had already been killed. 'Gideon cit
cled around by the caravan route east of Nobah and Jogbe:
hah, taking the Midianite army by surprise. 12Zebah and
Zalmunna, the two Midianite kings, fled, but Gideon chases
them down and captured all their warriors. |

T3After this, Gideon returned from the battle by way &
Heres Pass. 4There he captured a young man from Succoit
and demanded that he write down the names of all
seventy-seven officials and elders in the town. 5Gideon S
returned to Succoth and said to the leaders, “Here are Zes#it
and Zalmunna. When we were here before, you taunted:
saying, ‘Catch Zebah and Zalmunna first, and then we
feed your exhausted army.’” 16Then Gideon took the el
of the town and taught them a lesson, punishing them
thorns and briers from the wilderness. 17He also tore dos
the tower of Peniel and killed all the men in the town.

18Then Gideon asked Zebah and Zalmunna, “The
you killed at Tabor—what were they like?” i

“Like you,” they replied. “They all had the look of a kg
son.” i

19“They were my brothers, the sons of my own mothe
Gideon exclaimed. “As surely as the Lorb lives, I woui
kill you if you hadn't killed them.”

20Turning to Jether, his oldest son, he said, “Kill

But Jether did not draw his sword, for he was only a boy ‘,‘: -

was afraid. i

2'Then Zebah and Zalmunna said to Gideon, “Be a maif
Kill us yourself!” So Gideon killed them both and took##
royal ornaments from the necks of their camels.

Gideon’s Sacred Ephod i
22Then the Israelites said to Gideon, “Be our ruler! You
your son and your grandson will be our rulers, for yous
rescued us from Midian.”
23But Gideon replied, “I will not rule over you, nor
son. The Lorp will rule over you! 24However, I do have
request—that each of you give me an earring from the
der you collected from your fallen enemies.” (The enems
being Ishmaelites, all wore gold earrings.)
25“Gladly!” they replied. They spread out a cloak
each one threw in a gold earring he had gathered from il
plunder. 26The weight of the gold earrings was forty-om
pounds,* not including the royal ornaments and pencami
the purple clothing worn by the kings of Midian, or #%
chains around the necks of their camels. i
ZGideon made asacred ephod from the gold and putaé
Ophrah, his hometown. But soon all the Israelites prait
tuted themselves by worshiping it, and it became a trap¥
Gideon and his family. 1
28That is the story of how the people of Israel d L
Midian, which never recovered. Throughout the rest of
on’s lifetime—about forty years—there was peace in the &

7:15 Asin Greek version; Hebrew reads he bowed.  7:19 Hebrew at the beginning of the second watch.  8:8 Hebrew Penuel, a variant spelling of Pensl =

alsoin 8:9,17. 8:26 Hebrew 1,700 shekels [19.4 kilograms].

" the land of the clan of Abiezer,

ffThen Gideon* son of Joash returned home. 30He had
=venty sons born to him, for he had many wives. 3'He also

“=daconcubine in Shechem, who gave birth to a son, whom

= named Abimelech. 32Gideon died when he wa

€1 mele s very old,
2 hewasburied in the grave of his father, Joash, at Og\rah i
{

**As soon as Gideon died, the Israelites i L
: Gic ed, prostituted them-

'es by worshiping the Images of Baal, making Baal-berith

“=Ir god. 34They forgot the Lorp their God, who had res-

=d them from all their enemies surroundin, o
= g them. 3sNor
< they show_ any loyalty to the family of Jerub-baal (that is, =
“eon), despite all the good he had done for Israel. .

ha

i ?elech Rules over Shechem K
9 Jne day Gideon’s* son Abimelech went to Shechem to
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ns from the temple of Baal-berith, which he used to 22
Te reckless troublemakers who agreed to follow 23A1
“= went to his father’s home at Ophrah, and there, on (
-7, they Killed all seventy of his half brothers, the ;Ch
] =1deon.* But the youngest brother, Jotham, escaped

; seve
nall the leading citizens of Shechem and Beth-millo h1m<

¢ meeting under the oak beside the pillar* at She- il
"d made Abimelech their king. ;ops
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#m's Parable b >
rot

* Jotham heard about this, he climbed to th t
=erizim and shouted, elopol ot s

- cher
=110 me, citizens of Shechem! freel
sten to me if you want God to listen to you! Abin

= upon a time the trees decided to choose a king. chen
hey said to the olive tree, Sona
r king!’ true.
¢ olive tree refused, saying, We st
~uld I quit producing the olive oil rid of
“at blesses both God and people, and c
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"en they said to the fig tree, ;Nas ;
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=w Jerub-baal; see 6:32.  9:1 Hebrew Jerub-baal’s (see 6:32);also i
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daylight, attack the city

arring he had gathered framt =1 they said to the grapevine, th4§0met, out 5;831;51
ne gold earrings was fo ou be our king?” ) fo Abimelec ar
- royal ornaments and pesi ¢ grapevine also refused, saying, ;?to our groups, s
by the kings of Midian “/d I quit producing the wine "Gaal was standin < and
their camels. 5 “ cheers both God and people, his army carme ou m, he said
=phod from the gold and i =<' towave back and forth over the trees?” ;1?11%(?;;% Look, & down from the
i H
soon all dtl,‘teblsr:;lg? | =7 all the trees finally turned to the thornbush and Zebul replied, “It's fust the shadows on the hills that look

Ing it, and it bec said, like men.”

- — -e, you be our king!’ *7But again Gaal said, “No, people are coming down from
w the peop;e otfﬂir?; i 1€ thornbush replied to the trees, the hills.‘iwd another grouppis cgming down té;le road past
?Ed' Ttlﬁrorlé%”;); cace in e @ 2 ruly want to make me your king, the Diviners’ Oak ="

e ) P f « Jerub-baal; see 6:32. 9:1 Hebrew Jerub-baal's (see 6:32)als0in 9:2,24. 9:5 Hebrew Jerub-baal (see 6:32);als0in 9:16, 19,28,57.
=w Penuel, a variant spelling of S g “==ning of the Hebrew is uncertain.  9:28 Hebrew Who is Shechem? 9:29 Asin Greek version; Heb

rewreads And hesaid.  9:310Qrin secret;
=5 inTormah; compare 9:41. 9:37a Or the center of theland.  9:37b Hebrew Elon-meonenim.
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Aram, Sidon, Moab, Ammon, and Philistia. They abandoms

38Then Zebul turned on him and asked, “Now where isthat
the Lorp and no longer served him at all. 7So the Laa

big mouth of yours? Wasn't it you that said, ‘'Who is Abime-
lech, and why should we be his servants?’ The men you burned with anger against Israel, and he turned them oW
mocked are right outside the city! Go out and fight them!”  to the Philistines and the Ammonites, 8who began to 0p= |
3950 Gaal led the leading citizens of Shechem into battle press them that year. For eighteen years they oppressed
against Abimelech. 4°But Abimelech chased him, and many ~the Israelites east of the Jordan River in the land of the
of Shechem’s men were wounded and fell along the roadas orites (that is, in Gilead). The Ammonites also crossed
they retreated to the city gate. 41 Abimelech returned to Aru-  the west side of the Jordan and attacked Judah, Benjal Iz
mah, and Zebul drove Gaal and his brothers out of Shechem. and Ephraim.
42The next day the people of Shechem went out intothe  The Israelites were in great distress. 10Finally, they crie€ -
fields to battle. When Abimelech heard about it, #he di- out to the Lorp for help, saying, “We have sinned against
vided his men into three groups and set an ambush inthe you because we have abandoned you as our God and have
fields. When Abimelech saw the people coming out of the served the images of Baal.”
city,he and his men jumped up from their hiding places and 11The Loro replied, “Did I not rescue you from the Egyp-
attacked them. *Abimelech and his group stormed thecity - tians, the Amorites, the Ammonites, the Philistines, 12the Sk
gate to keep the men of Shechem from getting back in, donians, the Amalekites, and the Maonites? When the:
while Abimelech’s other two groups cut them down in the - oppressed you, you cried out to me for help, and I rescueé
fields. 4The battle went on all day before Abimelech finally - you. 13Yet you have abandoned me and served other gods
captured the city. He killed the people, leveled the city,and So I will not rescue you anymore. 14Go and cry out to the
scattered salt all over the ground. gods you have chosen! Let them rescue you in your hour &
46When the leading citizens who lived in the tower of distress!”
Shechem heard what had happened, they ran and hid in the 15But the Israelites pleaded with the LoRD and said, “We
temple of Baal-berith.* 47Someone reported to Abimelech have sinned. Punish us as you see fit, only rescue us toda:
that the citizens had gathered in the temple, 450 he led his - from our enemies.” 6Then the Israelites put aside their for
forces to Mount Zalmon. He took an ax and chopped some  eign gods and served the LORD. And he was grieved by the®
branches from a tree, then put them on his shoulder. misery.
»Quick, do as I have done!” he told his men. +So each of  17atthattime the armies of Ammon had gathered for wa
them cut down some branches, following Abimelech’s ex- and were camped in Gilead, and the people of Israel assere
ample. They piled the branches against thewalls of the tem-  bled and camped at Mizpah. '¥The leaders of Gilead said &
ple and set them on fire. So all the people who had lived in  gach other, “Whoever attacks the Ammonites first will be
the tower of Shechem died—about 1,000 men and women. - come ruler over all the people of Gilead.”
s0Then Abimelech attacked the town of Thebez and cap-
tured it. S'But there was a strong tower inside the town, and Jephthah Becomes Israel’s Judge
all the men and women—the entire population—fled to it. Now Jephthah of Gilead was a great warrior. He wa
They barricaded themselves in and climbed up to the roof 11 the son of Gilead, but his mother was a prostitute
of the tower. 52Abimelech followed them to attack the 2Gilead’s wife also had several sons, and when these hat
tower. But as he prepared to set fire to the entrance, 53 prothers grew up, they chased Jephthah off the land. “You
woman on the roof dropped a millstone that landed o wjll not get any of our father's inheritance,” they said, “fe
Abimelech’s head and crushed his skull you are the son of a prostitute.” 350 Jephthah fled from he
s4He quickly said to his young armor bearer, “Draw YOur - prothers and lived in the land of Tob. Soon he had aband@
sword and kill me! Don't let it be said that a woman killed yorthless rebels following him.
Abimelech!” So the young man ran him through with his  4At about this time, the Ammonites began their we
sword, and he died. SSWhen Abimelech's men saw that he - againstIsrael. sWhen the Ammonites attacked, the elderse
was dead, they disbanded and returned to their homes.  Gilead sent for Jephthah in the land of Tob. The elders sai¢
s6In this way, God punished Abimelech for the evilhe had 6“Come and be our commander! Help us fight the Ammor==
done against his father by murdering his seventy brothers. jtest” L.
s7God also punished the men of Shechem for all their evil. 7But Jephthah said to )
So the curse of Jotham son of Gideon was fulfilled. hated me and drove me
you come to me now when you're in trouble?”

them, “Aren’t you the ones wit
&)

Tola Becomes Israel’s judge
After Abimelech died, Tola son of Puah, son of Dodo, . : : .
1 was the next person torescue Israel. He was from the in battleagainst thg Amr}\omtes, we will make you ruler
tribe of Issachar but lived in the town of Shamir in the hill all :he people Of. Gilead. p : . I{
country of Ephraim. ZHe judged Israel for twenty-three Jephthah said to the elders, "Let me get this straight. I
years. When he died, he was buried in Shamir. come with you and if the Lorp gives me victory over the !

0

Jair Becomes Israel’s judge

3After Tola died, Jair from Gilead judged Israel for
two years. “His thirty sons rode around on thirty donkeys,
and they owned thirty towns in the land of Gilead, which are
still called the Towns of Jair.* SWhen Jair died, he was bur-
ied in Kamon.

twenty- Promiseto do whatever you say.”

people made him their ruler and commander of the al
At Mizpah, in the presence of the Lorp, Jephthah repea
what he had said to the elders.

The Ammonites Oppress Israel
6Again the Israelites did evil in the Lorp’s sight. They
served the images of Baal and Ashtoreth, and the gods of

10:4 Hebrew Havvoth-jair. ke

9:46 Hebrew El-berith, another name for Baal-berith; compare 9:4.

from my father’s house? Why @=ohthah’s Vow

8"Because we need you,” the elders replied. “If you 1ead\‘z d

monites, will you really make me ruler over all the peoplefreet me when I return
10“The LoRD is our witness,” the elders replied. “Wrnt offering.”

1150 Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and “; Lorp gave him victory. 33He crushed the A; i
astating about twenty tdwns from A e Ammonites,
nnith and as far away as Abel-k \roer to an area near
s -kera
Th hth: th £ Efeated the Ammonites. SO b
12Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of Amma **When Jephthah retu ; :
asking, “Why have you come out to fight against my land&me out to meet him, plgii%gﬁ’:et;g\ft\)dgzp?h, his daughter
13The king of Ammon answered Jephthah’s messengel joy. She was his one and only child; he 1;11;39 and dancing
When the Israelites came out of Egypt, they stole my laf daughters. 3When he saw her, he t’ore e éllg tohtge'r sons 15Wher
0 s in an- the hill

“rnon River to the Jabbok River and all i
Am 0 the wa '
- Now then., give back the land peaceably.” 1 ?12;
~thah sent this message back to the Ammonite king: ma

This is what Jephthah says: Israel did not steal any :

“om Moab or Ammon. 'sWhen the peopl s

, A e of
ived at Kadesh on their journey faonﬁ) Egypt e
mor

crossing the Red Sea,* 17they sent messengers
b lung of Edon_\ asking for permission to passgthro%)gh
= 1?_nd. But their request was denied. Then they asked
,,;‘_thmg of Moab for similar permission, but he wouldn't ~
-t them pass through either. So the people of Israel b

stzyed in Kadesh. wer
'8“Finally, they went around Edom and s
;.;{?ugh the wilderness. They traveled alorrl\giigab's she
; ;1 grrlnRti)order and camped on the other side of the
F‘;ver . g?vrf Blt])t they never once crossed the Arnon v
8 e oab, for the Arnon was the border of Moab. s
) en Israel sent messengers to King Sihon of
ie Amorites, who ruled from Heshbon, asking for i
:zgglrisst!on ’tzo0 Cross .throggh his land to get to their 1 ‘
»}mu ;hll'(x)irgl But King Sihon didn’t trust Israel to pass "
¢ and. Instead, he mobilized his army at this;
_ff‘aZ and attacked them. 2'But the Lorp, the God of o
1 ,O akelc, oggrre Eusfpeople victory over King Sihon. So Israel 2]
’:;at - ‘onOng all the land of the Amorites, who lived in thy ‘
;nd = ogrln t}l1e Tom the Amon River to the Jabbok River, ; .
o S::sittevr\zi \SNt1111de]1:ness tﬁ the Jordan. if,‘ef;
) A e Lorp, the G
» Src;k lawany the land from the Amorites gg; gi?ietl'tgv = -
:ee ; w\}/}\gtt\z{lthen, should we give it back to you? 24You WhXT]
e er yrcl)ur god Chemosh gives you, and we will are
e \éeﬁ tke Lorp our God gives us. 5Are you any sehr'}
;v o alak son gf Zippor, king of Moab? Did he tack
Ty lomake a case against Israel for disputed land? Did aCsk]E

Ne go to war against them?
s River

Israel has been living here for 3 i
. : 4 00 years, inhabiti
Heshbon and its surrounding settlement)s/, all the “z;\;);ttlg B beek

j;g(e); a}zgd its settlements, and in all the towns along the zg .
efore ng’;’r) . U‘/\;“Tllqye?:fv:rzoluhmade no effort to recover it boelelg

R £ » I have not sinned against you.
I S;I;er. %flou_ h;ive wronged me by attacking me. Let t)}lle ? coa
Lorp, who is judge, decide today which of us is right— S
Israel or Ammon.” 8 low cr
i killed

ut the king of A i ;
SSOR, g mmon paid no attention to Jephthah's 7e]
was b
h Ibzan
 that time the Spirit of the Lorp c SAfter
ame upon Jephi

he went throughout the land of Gilead arr)ld AZiaIrjtatslsueﬂl:’ : = ?a
s ters to

uding Mizpah in Gilead, and from there he led an arm;

1;315;_1 tehse {\éﬂ;lnfonites.. 30And Jephthah made a vow to th()e] g
: vi.l s ald, “If you give me victory over the Ammonites Judgec
give to the Lorp \A{hatever comes out of my house t(; e
In triumph. I will sacrifice it as a Elon

; y Ll
So Jephthah led his army against the Ammonites, and raﬁlﬁfz
in Zeb

sway Israel Abdor
3After
judged
rode or

Hebrew sea of reeds.
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T the Arnon River to the Jabbok River and all the way to

2nd from Moab or Ammon. 6When the people of

srael arrived at Kadesh on their journey from Egypt
=er crossing the Red Sea,* "7they sent messengers to
“e king of Edom asking for permission to pass through
"5 land. But their request was denied. Then they asked 3gu " :

“2 king of Moab for similar permission, but he wouldn’t two vou may 80/ Jephthah said. And Deent heraway for
-t them pass through either. So the people of Israel

“rough the wilderness. They traveled along Moab's
zstern border and camped on the other side of the

"4z and attacked them. 2'Byt the Lorp, the God of

=t region, 2from the Arnon River to the Jabbok River,

=D whatever your god Chemosh gives you, and we will
=D whatever the Lorp our God gives us. 25Are you any

“°n River. Why have you made no effort to recover it

7ah’s Vow
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guish. “Oh, my daughter!” he cried out. “You have completely
destroyed me! You've brought disaster on me! For I have
made a vow to the Lorp, and I cannot take it back.”

36And she said, “Father, if you have made a vow to the
Lorp, you must do to me what you have vowed, for the Lorp
has given you a great victory over your enemies, the Am-
monites. 37But first let me do this one thing: Let me go up
and roam in the hills and weep with my friends for two
months, because I will die 2 virgin.”

lordan. Now then, give back the land peaceably.”
“Jephthah sent this message back to the Ammonite king:

*This is what Jephthah says: Israel did not steal any

months. She and her friends went into the hills and
wept because she would never have children. 3¥When she
returned home, her father kept the vow he had made, and
she died a virgin.
So it has become a custom in Israel 4°for young Israelite
: women to go away for four days each year to lament the fate
Ton River. But they never once crossed the Arnon of Jephthah's daughter.
*er into Moab, for the Arnon was the border of Moab.
*“Then Israel sent messengers to King Sihon of
= Amorites, who ruled from Heshbon, asking for
“mission to cross through his land to get to their
stination. 20Byt King Sihon didn’t trust Israel to pass
“ough his land. Instead, he mobilized his army at

2yed in Kadesh.
'*“Finally, they went around Edom and Moab

Ephraim Fights with Jephthah
1 2 Then the people of Ephraim mobilized an army and
crossed over the Jordan River to Zaphon. They sent
this message to Jephthah: “Why didn’t you call for us to help
you fight against the Ammonites? We are going to burn
down your house with you in it!”

Yephthah replied, “I summoned you at the beginning of
the dispute, but you refused to come! You failed to help us
in our struggle against Ammon. 3So when [ realized you
weren't coming, I risked my life and went to battle without
you, and the Lorp gave me victory over the Ammonites, So
why have you now come to fight me?”

“The people of Ephraim responded, “You men of Gilead
are nothing more than fugitives from Ephraim and Manas-
seh.” So Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and at-
tacked the men of Ephraim and defeated them,

*Jephthah captured the shallow crossings of the Jordan
River, and whenever a fugitive from Ephraim tried to go
back across, the men of Gilead would challenge him. “Are
You a member of the tribe of Ephraim?” they would ask. If
the man said, “No, I'm not,” éthey would tell him to say “Shib-
boleth.” If he was from Ephraim, he would say “Sibboleth,”
because people from Ephraim cannot pronounce the word
correctly. Then they would take him and kill him at the shal-

low crossings of the Jordan. In all, 42,000 Ephraimites were
Killed at that time.
7Jephthah judged Israel for six years. When he died, he
was buried in one of the towns of Gilead.

2l gave his people victory over King Sihon. So Israel
< control of all the land of the Amorites, who lived in

- from the eastern wilderness to the Jordan.

““So you see, it was the Lorp, the God of Israel, who
< away the land from the Amorites and gave it to
zel. Why, then, should we give it back to you? 24yoy

‘er than Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he
‘0 make a case against Israel for disputed land? Did
=0 [o war against them?
Israel has been living here for 300 years, inhabiting
“bon and its surrounding settlements, all the way to
=r and its settlements, and in all the towns along the

“e now? ZTherefore, I have not sinned against you.
“2T, you have wronged me by attacking me. Let the

= who is judge, decide today which of us is right—
= or Ammon.”

"2 king of Ammon paid no attention to Jephthah'’s

Ibzan Becomes Israel’s Judge

- = 8After Jephthah died, Ibzan from Bethlehem judged Israel,
fime the Spirit of the Lorp came upon Jephthah, spe pad thirty sons and thirty daughters. He sent his daugh-
ent throughout the land of Gilead and Manasseh, org ¢, Mmarry men outside his clan, and he brought in thirty

2 Mizpah in Gilead, and from there he led an arm i i

= said, “If you give me victory over the Ammonites,
=e to the Lorp whatever comes out of my house to
when I return in triumph. I will sacrifice it as a Elon Becomes Israel’s Judge

ering. MAfter Ibzan died, Elon from the tribe of Zebulun judged Is-

-ohthah led his army against the Ammonites, and rael for ten years. 12When he died, he was buried at Aijalon
gave him victory. 33He crushed the Ammonites, in Zebulun,

"2 about twenty towns from Aroer to an area near

7d as far away as Abel-keramim. In this wayIsrael Abdon Becomes Israel’s Judge

e Ammonites. 3After Elon died, Abdon son of Hillel, from Pirathon,
" Jephthah returned home to Mizpah, his daughter judged Israel. 14He had forty sons and thirty grandsons, who
> meet him, playing on a tambourine anddancing rode on seventy donkeys. He judged Israel for eight years
= was his one and only child; he had no other sons SWhen he died, he was buried at Pirathon in Ephraim, in
=7S. 3*When he saw her, he tore his clothes in an- the hill country of the Amalekites.

2a of reeds.

at Bethlehem.
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The Birth of Samson
1 3 Again the Israelites did evil in the Lorp’s sight, so the
Lorp handed them over to the Philistines, who op-
pressed them for forty years.
2In those days a man named Manoah from the tribe of
Dan lived in the town of Zorah. His wife was unable to be-
come pregnant, and they had no children. 3The angel of the
Lorp appeared to Manoah'’s wife and said, “Even though you
have been unable to have children, you will soon become
pregnant and give birth to a son. “So be careful; you must
not drink wine or any other alcoholic drink nor eat any for-
bidden food.* 5You will become pregnant and give birth toa
son, and his hair must never be cut. For he will be dedicated
to God as a Nazirite from birth. He will begin to rescue Israel
from the Philistines.”
6The woman ran and told her husband, “A man of God
appeared to me! He looked like one of God’s angels, terrify-
ing to see. I didn’t ask where he was from, and he didn't tell
me his name. 7But he told me, 'You will become pregnant
and give birth to a son. Youmust not drink wine or any other
alcoholic drink nor eat any forbidden food. For your son will
be dedicated to God as a Nazirite from the moment of his
birth until the day of his death.””
8Then Manoah prayed to the Lorb, saying, “Lord, please
let the man of God come back to us again and give us more
instructions about this son who is to be born.”
9God answered Manoah's prayer, and the angel of God
appeared once again to his wife as she was sitting in the
field. But her husband, Manoah, was not with her. 19So she
quickly ran and told her husband, “The man who appeared
to me the other day is here again!”
11Manoah ran back with his wife and asked, “Are you the
man who spoke to my wife the other day?”
“Yes,” he replied, “Tam.”
1280 Manoah asked him, “When your words come true,
what kind of rules should govern the boy's life and work?”
13The angel of the Loro replied, “Be sure your wife fol-
lows the instructions I gave her. 4She must not eat grapes or
raisins, drink wine or any other alcoholic drink, or eat any
forbidden food.”
15Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lorb, “Please stay
here until we can prepare a young goat for you to eat.”
16T will stay,” the angel of the Lorp replied, “but I will not
eat anything. However, you may prepare a burnt offering as
asacrifice to the Lorp.” (Manoah didn't realize it was the an-
gel of the Lorp.)
17Then Manoah asked the angel of the Lorp, “What is your
name? For when all this comes true, we want to honor you.”
18“Why do you ask my name?” the angel of the Lorbp re-
plied. “It is too wonderful for you to understand.”
19Then Manoah took a young goat and a grain offering
and offered it on a rock as a sacrifice to the Lorp. And as
Manoah and his wife watched, the Lorp did an amazing
thing. 20As the flames from the altar shot up toward the sky,
the angel of the Lorp ascended in the fire. When Manoah
and his wife saw this, they fell with their faces to the ground.
21The angel did not appear again to Manoah and his wife.
Manoah finally realized it was the angel of the Lorp, 22and he
said to his wife, “We will certainly die, for we have seen God!”
23But his wife said, “If the Lorp were going to kill us, he
wouldn't have accepted our burnt offering and grain offer-
ing. He wouldn't have appeared to us and told us this won-
derful thing and done these miracles.”
2¢When her son was born, she named him Samson. And
the Loro blessed him as he grew up. 25And the Spirit of the

13:4 Hebrew any unclean thing; alsoin 13:7,14.  14:11 Hebrew they.

Lorp began to stir him while he lived in Mahaneh-dan,
which is located between the towns of Zorah and Eshtaol.

Samson’s Riddle
1 4 One day when Samson was in Timnah, one of the
Philistine women caught his eye. ZWhen he returned
home, he told his father and mother, “A«young Philistine
woman in Timnah caught my eye. I want to marry her. Get
her for me.”

3His father and mother objected. “Isn’t there even one
woman in our tribe or among all the Israelites you could
marry?” they asked. “Why must you go to the pagan Philis-
tines to find a wife?”

But Samson told his father, “Get her for me! She looks
good to me.” 4His father and mother didn't realize the LorD
was at work in this, creating an opportunity to work against
the Philistines, who ruled over Israel at that time. |

sAs Samson and his parents were going down to Timnah
a young lion suddenly attacked Samson near the vineyards
of Timnah. 6At that moment the Spirit of the LorD camé
powerfully upon him, and he ripped the licn’s jaws apar
with his bare hands. He did it as easily as if it were a young
goat. But he didn't tell his father or mother about it. 7Whes
Samson arrived in Timnah, he talked with the woman ant.
was very pleased with her. }

8Later, when he returned to Timnah for the wedding, e
turned off the path to look at the carcass of the lion. And e
found that a swarm of bees had made some honey in the
carcass. ?He scooped some of the honey into his hands ang.
ate it along the way. He also gave some to his father ant
mother, and they ate it. But he didn't tell them he had takes
the honey from the carcass of the lion. :

10As his father was making final arrangements for &
marriage, Samson threw a party at Timnah, as was the c&
tom for elite young men. ""When the bride’s parents*
him, they selected thirty young men from the town to be b
companions.

12Samson said to them, “Let me tell you a riddle. If yail

solve my riddle during these seven days of the celebrationt

will give you thirty fine linen robes and thirty sets of festi
clothing. 3But if you can’t solve it, then you must give "
thirty fine linen robes and thirty sets of festive clothing” =
“All right,” they agreed, “let’s hear your riddle.” §
1480 he said:

“Out of the one who eats came something to eat;
out of the strong came something sweet.”

Three days later they were still trying to figure it out. 15
the fourth* day they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your B
band to explain the riddle for us, or we will burn down ya&
father’s house with you in it. Did you invite us to this psi
just to make us poor?”

1650 Samson’s wife came to him in tears and said, "5
don't love me; you hate me! You have given my people 25
dle, but you haven't told me the answer.” .

“I haven't even given the answer to my father or moghf®
he replied. “Why should I tell you?” 17So she cried whensst™
she was with him and kept it up for the rest of the celems
tion. At last, on the seventh day he told her the answer 8¢
cause she was tormenting him with her nagging. Thes
explained the riddle to the young men.

1830 before sunset of the seventh day, the men of
town came to Samson with their answer:

“What is sweeter than honey?
What is stronger than a lion?”

14:15 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads seventh. h
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“7son replied, “If you hadn’t plowed with my heifer,
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suldn’t have solved my riddle!”

7en the Spirit of the Lorp came powerfully upon him.
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“=ve in the rock of Etam.
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~=ding out near the town of Lehi. 1°The men of Ju-
= the Philistines, “Why are you attacking us?”

~istines replied, “We've come to capture Samson.

7 to pay him back for what he did to us.”
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“llonly tie you up and hand you over to the Philis-

replied. “We won't kill you.” So they tied him up
“=w ropes and brought him up from the rock.
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17When he finished his boasting, he threw away the jaw-
bone; and the place was named Jawbone Hill *

'8Samson was now very thirsty, and he cried out to the
LoRD, “You have accomplished this great victory by the
strength of your servant. Must I now die of thirst and
fallinto the hands of these pagans?” 19So God caused water
to gush out of a hollow in the grotind at Lehi, and Samson
was revived as he drank. Then he named that place “The
Spring of the One Who Cried Out,”* and it i still in Lehi to
this day.

29Samson judged Israel for twenty years during the pe-
riod when the Philistines dominated the land.

Samson Carries Away Gaza’s Gates
1 6 One day Samson went to the Philistine town of Gaza
and spent the night with a prostitute. 2Word soon
spread* that Samson was there, so the men of Gaza gathered
together and waited all night at the town gates. They kept
quiet during the night, saying to themselves, “When the

light of morning comes, we will kill him.”
3But Samson stayed in bed only until midnight. Then he
gotup, took hold of the doors of the town gate, including the
two posts; and lifted them up, bar and all. He put them on his
shoulders and carried them all the way to the top of the hill

across from Hebron.

Samson and Delilah

“Some time later Samson fell in love with 2 woman named
Delilah, who lived in the valley of Sorek. SThe rulers of the
Philistines went to her and said, “Entice Samson to tell you
what makes him so strong and how he can be overpowered
and tied up securely. Then each of us will give you 1,100
pieces* of silver.”

¢So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me what makes
yousso strong and what it would take to tie you up securely.”

7Samson replied, “If T were tied up with seven new bow-
strings that have not yet been dried, I would become as weak
as anyone else.”

830 the Philistine rulers brought Delilah seven new bow-
strings, and she tied Samson up with them. 9She had hidden
some men in one of the inner rooms of her house, and she
cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture
you!” But Samson snapped the bowstrings as a piece of
string snaps when it is burned by a fire. So the secret of his
strength was not discovered.

10Afterward Delilah said to him, “You've been making fun
of me and telling me lies! Now please tell me how you can be
tied up securely.”

1Samson replied, “If I were tied up with brand-new
ropes that had never been used, I would become as weak as
anyone else.”

1280 Delilah took new ropes and tied him up with them.
The men were hiding in the inner room as before, and again
Delilah cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to
Capture you!” But again Samson snapped the ropes from his
arms as if they were thread.

'3Then Delilah said, “You've been making fun of me and
telling me lies! Now tellme how you can be tied up securely.”

Samson replied, “If you were to weave the seven braids of
my hair into the fabric on your loom and tighten it with the
loom shuttle, I would become as weak as anyone else.”

So while he slept, Delilah wove the seven braids of his
hair into the fabric. 14Then she tightened it with the loom
shuttle.* Again she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have

ehi. 15:19 Hebrew En-hakkore. 16:2 As in Greek and Syriac versions and Latin Vulgate; Hebrew lacks Word ’
els, about 28 pounds or 12.5 kilograms in weight.  16:13-14 As in Greek version and Latin Vulgate; Hebrew Iz
/ So while he slept, Delilah wove the seven braids of his hair into the fabric. “*Then she tightened it with t
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come to capture you!” But Samson woke up, pulled back the
loom shuttle, and yanked his hair away from the loom and
the fabric.

15Then Delilah pouted, “How can you tell me, ‘I love you,
when you don't share your secrets with me? You've made
fun of me three times now, and you still haven'’t told me
what makes you so strong!” 16She tormented him with her
nagging day after day until he was sick to death of it.

17Finally, Samson shared his secret with her. “My hair has
never been cut,” he confessed, “for I was dedicated to God as
a Nazirite from birth. If my head were shaved, my strength
would leave me, and I would become as weak as anyone else.”

18Delilah realized he had finally told her the truth, so she
sent for the Philistine rulers. “Come back one more time,”
she said, “for he has finally told me his secret.” So the Philis-
tine rulers returned with the money in their hands. *Delilah
lulled Samson to sleep with his head in her lap, and then she
called in a man to shave off the seven locks of his hair. In
this way she began to bring him down,* and his strength left
him.

20Then she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come
to capture you!”

When he woke up, he thought, “I will do as before and
shake myself free.” But he didn't realize the Lorp had left
him.

2180 the Philistines captured him and gouged out his
eyes. They took him to Gaza, where he was bound with
bronze chains and forced to grind grain in the prison.

22But before long, his hair began to grow back.

Samson’s Final Victory
23The Philistine rulers held a great festival, offering sacri-
fices and praising their god, Dagon. They said, “Our god has
given us victory over our enemy Samson!”

24When the people saw him, they praised their god, say-
ing, “Our god has delivered our enemy to us! The one who
killed so many of us is now in our power!”

25Half drunk by now, the people demanded, “Bring out
Samson so he can amuse us!” So he was brought from the
prison to amuse them, and they had him stand between the
pillars supporting the roof.

263amson said to the young servant who was leading him
by the hand, “Place my hands against the pillars that hold up
the temple. I want to rest against them.” 27Now the temple
was completely filled with people. All the Philistine rulers
were there, and there were about 3,000 men and women on
the roof who were watching as Samson amused them.

28Then Samson prayed to the Lorp, “Sovereign Lorp, re-
member me again. O God, please strengthen me just one
more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines
for the loss of my two eyes.” 2Then Samson put his hands
on the two center pillars that held up the temple. Pushing
against them with both hands, 3he prayed, “Let me die with
the Philistines.” And the temple crashed down on the Philis-
tine rulers and all the people. So he killed more people when
he died than he had during his entire lifetime.

31Later his brothers and other relatives went down to get
his body. They took him back home and buried him be-
tween Zorah and Eshtaol, where his father, Manoah, was
buried. Samson had judged Israel for twenty years.

Micah's Idols

1 7 There was a man named Micah, who lived in the hill
country of Ephraim. 20ne day he said to his mother,

“I heard you place a curse on the person who stole 1,100

16:19 Or she began to torment him. Greek version reads He began to grow weak.
18:7 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

17:10 Hebrew 10 shekels, about 4 ounces or 114 grams in weight.

pieces* of silver from you. Well, I have the money. I was &
one who took it.”

“The Lorb bless you for admitting it,” his mother repl
3Hereturned the money to her, and she said, “I now dedica
these silver coins to the Lorp. In honor of my son, I will
an image carved and an idol cast.”

4So when he returned the money to his mother, she toli
200 silver coins and gave them to a silversmith, who mas
them into an image and an idol. And these were placed®
Micah’s house. 5Micah set up a shrine for the idol, and#:
made a sacred ephod and some household idols. Then#
installed one of his sons as his personal priest.

6In those days Israel had no king; all the people did
ever seemed right in their own eyes.

7One day a young Levite, who had been living in Bethii:
hem in Judah, arrived in that area. 8He had left Bethlehers#
search of another place to live, and as he traveled, he casifi:
to the hill country of Ephraim. He happened to stop at
cah’s house as he was traveling through. ®“Where are§
from?” Micah asked him.

Hereplied, “I am a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, a
am looking for a place to live.”

10“Stay here with me,” Micah said, “and you can be a
ther and priest to me. I will give you ten pieces* of silveli
year, plus a change of clothes and your food.” 1"The Lewl
agreed to this, and the young man became like one of
cah’s sons.

1280 Micah installed the Levite as his personal priest, @il
he lived in Micah's house. 13“I know the Lorp will bless#i
now,” Micah said, “because I have a Levite serving as®
priest.”

m.

i
Idolatry in the Tribe of Dan ‘
1 8 Now in those days Israel had no king. And the tribef
Dan was trying to find a place where they could sé
for they had not yet moved into the land assigned to the
when the land was divided among the tribes of Israel.
the men of Dan chose from their clans five capable war
from the towns of Zorah and Eshtaol to scout out a land
them to settle in.

When these warriors arrived in the hill country of Ep
im, they came to Micah’s house and spent the night
3While at Micah’s house, they recognized the young Le;
accent, so they went over and asked him, “Who broughtili
here, and what are you doing in this place? Why are
here?” 4He told them about his agreement with Micah
that he had been hired as Micah'’s personal priest.

5Then they said, “Ask God whether or not our journe
be successful.”

6“Go in peace,” the priest replied. “For the Lorp is
ing over your journey.” |

7So the five men went on to the town of Laish, where il
noticed the people living carefree lives, like the Sidonia
they were peaceful and secure.* The people were
wealthy because their land was very fertile. And they live
great distance from Sidon and had no allies nearby.

8When the men returned to Zorah and Eshtaol, theirs
tives asked them, “What did you find?”

9The men replied, “Come on, let’s attack them! We ki,
seen the land, and it is very good. What are you waiting i
Don't hesitate to go and take possession of it. 1°When .
get there, you will find the people living carefree lives. &
has given us a spacious and fertile land, lacking in nothis
1180 600 men from the tribe of Dan, armed with wpeg

of war, set out from Zorah and Eshtaol. '2They cam; !
17:2 Hebrew 1,100 shekels, about 28 pounds or 12.5 kilograms in

-2 west of Kiriath-jearim in Judah, which is called

- 2 cast idol. What do you think you should do?” 15Then

snce from Micah's house, the people who lived near Mi-

il...

i 1 you and your family.” 26So the men of Dan continued

= for him to attack, he turned around and went home.

irz. They attacked with swords and burned the town to

~=n the people of the tribe of Dan rebuilt the town and
i (here. 22They renamed the town Dan after their ances-

“12n son of Gershom, son of Moses, * as their priest. This

i = long as the Tabernacle of God remained at Shiloh.

2neh-dan* to this day. 13Then they went on from there
the hill country of Ephraim and came to the house of

i et w

® “The five men who had scouted out the land around La-

“plained to the others, “These buildings contain a sa-
- 2phod, as well as some household idols, a carved image,

7e men turned off the road and went over to Micah'’s
= where the young Levite lived, and greeted him kindly.
T1e 600 armed warriors from the tribe of Dan stood at

= =rance of the gate, 7the five scouts entered the shrine

-emoved the carved image, the sacred ephod, the
=hold idols, and the cast idol. Meanwhile, the priest was
-ng at the gate with the 600 armed warriors.

/hen the priest saw the men carrying all the sacred ob-
out of Micah's shrine, he said, “What are you doing?” I
Se quiet and come with us,” they said. “Be a father and
‘1o all of us. Isn't it better to be a priest for an entire
and clan of Israel than for the household of just one

neyoung priest was quite happy to go with them, so he
zlong the sacred ephod, the household idols, and the
1 Image. 2'They turned and started on their way again,
7g their children, livestock, and possessions in front of

~hen the people from the tribe of Dan were quite a

2me chasing after them. 2They were shouting as they
=it up with them. The men of Dan turned around and
‘0 Micah, “What's the matter? Why have you called
- men together and chased after us like this?”
hat do you mean, ‘What's the matter?’ ” Micah re-
You've taken away all the gods I have made, and my
* and I have nothing left!”
“ie men of Dan said, “Watch what you say! There are
= short-tempered men around here who might get angry

Ir way. When Micah saw that there were too many of

“hen, with Micah'’s idols and his priest, the men of Dan
- 0 the town of Laish, whose people were peaceful and

round. 28There_ was no one to rescue the people, for
fived a great distance from Sidon and had no allies
=v. This happened in the valley near Beth-rehob.

~zel's son, but it had originally been called Laish.
ien they set up the carved image, and they appointed

« continued as priests for the tribe of Dan until the Ex-
>0 Micah’s carved image was worshiped by the tribe of

= Levite and His Concubine 4

E

Now in those days Israel had no king. There was a
man from the tribe of Levi living in a remote area of
~l country of Ephraim. One day he brought home a
zn from Bethlehem in Tudah to be his concubine. 2But
“ecame angry with him* and returned to her father’s yor

= in Bethlehem. e
‘er about four months, 3her husband set out for Bethle-
10 speak personally to her and persuade her to come

<haneh-dan means “the camp of Dan.”  18:30 As in an ancient Hebrew
anasseh.  19:2 Or she was unfaithful to him.  19:3 As in Greek versi
~9); Hebrew reads now I'm going to the Tabernacle of the LORD.
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"¢ five men who had scouted out the land around La-
-lained to the others, “These buildings contain a sa- but the woman'’s father said to his son-in-law, “Have some-
-nod, as well as some household idols, a carved image, thing to eat before you g0.” €S0 the two men sat down to-

"2 at the gate with the 600 armed warriors.
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west of Kiriath-jearim in Judah, which is called back. He took with him a servant and a pair of donkeys.

“eh-dan* to this day. 13Then they went on from there  When he arrived at* her father’s house, her father saw him
"¢ hill country of Ephraim and came to the house of and welcomed him. 4Her father urged him to stay awhile, so

he stayed three days, eating, drinking, and sleeping there.
50n the fourth day the man was up early, ready to leave,

ast idol. What do you think you should do?” '5Then gether and had something to eat and drink.
= men turned off the road and went over to Micah's woman’s father said, “Please stay another night
here the young Levite lived, and greeted himkindly. yourself.” 7The man gotup toleave, but his father-in-lzw k.
= 600 armed warriors from the tribe of Dan stood at  urging him to stay, so he finally gave in and stayed
“ance of the gate, 7the five scouts entered the shrine ~ 80n the morning of the fifth day he was up ear
moved the carved image, the sacred ephod, the ready to leave, and again the woman’s father sa
Jldidols,and the castidol. Meanwhile, the priest was - something to eat; then you can leave later this after
they had another day of feasting. 9Later, as the man
“en the priest saw the men carrying all the sacred ob-  concubine and servant were preparing to leave, his
of Micah's shrine, he said, “What are you doing?”  law said, “Look, it's almost evening. Stay the nigh
quietand come with us,” they said. “Be a fatherand  yourself. Tomorrow you can get up early and be o
all of us. Isn't it better to be a priest for an entire 10But this time the man was determined to
“< clan of Israel than for the household of just one took his two saddled donkeys and his concu
headed in the direction of Jebus (that is, Jerusalem
= young priest was quite happy to go with them, sohe late in the day when they neared Jebus, and th
1g the sacred ephod, the household idols, and the vant said to him, “Let’s stop at this Jebusite town
~1age. 'They turned and started on their way again, the night there.”
neir children, livestock, and possessions in front of 2“No,” his master said, “we can’t stay in this &
where there are no Israelites. Instead, we will go
<n the people from the tribe of Dan were quite a ah. 13Come on, let's try to get as far as Gibeah o
‘rom Micah’s house, the people who lived near Mi- we'll spend the night in one of those towns.” 45
= Chasing after them. 23They were shouting as they on. The sun was setting as they came to Gibezh.z
-0 with them. The men of Dan turned around and land of Benjamin, 15s0 they stopped there o spes -
icah, “What's the matter? Why have you called night. They rested in the town square, but no one took em
" together and chased after us like this?” in for the night. 1
“at do you mean, ‘What's the matter?’” Micah re- '6That evening an old man came home
1've taken away all the gods I have made, and my  the fields. He was from the hill country o
1 [ have nothing left!” was living in Gibeah, where the people w
ien of Dan said, “Watch what you say! There are of Benjamin. 17When he saw the travelers
“-tempered men around here who might getangry square, he asked them where they were fro
- and your family.” 2680 the men of Dan continued  they were going.
2v. When Micah saw that there were too many of 8“We have been in Bethlehem in Juc
“im to attack, he turned around and went home.  plied. “We are on our way toaremotearsz
vith Micah's idols and his priest, the men of Dan  of Ephraim, which is my home. I fraveled =
~= town of Laish, whose people were peacefuland nowI'm returning home.* But no one has
"<y attacked with swords and burned the townto night, 1%ven though we have everythir
= #There was no one to rescue the people, for straw and feed for our donkeys and p!
- 2 great distance from Sidon and had no allies wine for ourselves.”
s happened in the valley near Beth-rehob. 20You are welcome to stay with me.” e
< people of the tribe of Dan rebuilt the townand  will give you anything you might n
“They renamed the town Dan after their ances- don't spend the night in the sg
on, but it had originally been called Laish. home with him and fed the des
“2y set up the carved image, and they appointed ~their feet, they ate and drank t
7of Gershom, son of Moses, * as their priest. This 22While they were enjovin
~7ued as priests for the tribe of Dan until the Ex-  troublemakers from the tows
21's carved image was worshiped by the tribe of began beating at the door and
¢ =5 the Tabernacle of God remained at Shiloh. out the man who is staying wi
him.”
= and His Concubine 23The old man stepped ow
7 those days Israel had no king. There was a brothers, don’t do such an evi
rom the tribe of Levi living in a remote area of my house, and such a thi
“y of Ephraim. One day he brought home a my virgin daughter and
2thlehem in Judah to be his concubine. 2But them out to you, and ¥
zngry with him* and returned to her father’s you like. But don't do
ehem. 25But they wouldn
four months, her husband set out for Bethle-  of his concubine and D
rsonally to her and persuade her to come the town abused her al

“7 means “the camp of Dan.”  18:30 As in an ancient Hebrew tradition, some Gree!
9:2 Or she was unfaithful to him.  19:3 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads When e br
“ez2ds now I'm going to the Tabernacle of the LORD.

I will bring
do whatever
ng to this man.”

So the Levite took hold
out the door. The men of
taking turns raping her until
and Latin Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads
oughtiimto.  19:18 As in Greek version (see
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morning. Finally, at dawn they let her go. 26At daybreak the
woman returned to the house where her husband was stay-
ing. She collapsed at the door of the house and lay there un-
til it was light.

27When her husband opened the door to leave, there lay
his concubine with her hands on the threshold. 26He said,
“Get up! Let’s go!” But there was no answer.* So he put her
body on his donkey and took her home.

25When he got home, he took a knife and cut his concu-
bine’s body into twelve pieces. Then he sent one piece to
each tribe throughout all the territory of Israel.

30Everyone who saw it said, “Such a horrible crime has
not been committed in all the time since Israel left Egypt.
Think about it! What are we going to do? Who's going to
speak up?”

Israel’s War with Benjamin
2 Then all the Israelites were united as one man, from
Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south, includ-
ing those from across the Jordan in the land of Gilead. The
entire community assembled in the presence of the Lorp at
Mizpah. 2The leaders of all the people and all the tribes of
Israel—400,000 warriors armed with swords—took their
positions in the assembly of the people of God. 3(Word soon
reached the land of Benjamin that the other tribes had gone
up to Mizpah.) The Israelites then asked how this terrible
crime had happened.

4The Levite, the husband of the woman who had been mutr-
dered, said, “My concubine and I came to spend the night in
Gibeah, a town that belongs to the people of Benjamin. SThat
night some of the leading citizens of Gibeah surrounded the
house, planning to kill me, and they raped my concubine until
she was dead. 6So I cut her body into twelve pieces and sent
the pieces throughout the territory assigned to Israel, for
these men have committed a terrible and shameful crime.
’Now then, all of you—the entire community of Israel—must
decide here and now what should be done about this!”

8And all the people rose to their feet in unison and de-
clared, “None of us will return home! No, not even one of us!
9Instead, this is what we will do to Gibeah; we will draw lots
to decide who will attack it. 1°0One-tenth of the men* from
each tribe will be chosen to supply the warriors with food,
and the rest of us will take revenge on Gibeah* of Benjamin
for this shameful thing they have done in Israel.” 11So all the
Israelites were completely united, and they gathered to-
gether to attack the town.

12The Israelites sent messengers to the tribe of Benjamin,
saying, “What a terrible thing has been done among you!
13Give up those evil men, those troublemakers from Gibeah,
5o we can execute them and purge Israel of this evil.”

But the people of Benjamin would not listen. 14Instead,
they came from their towns and gathered at Gibeah to fight
the Israelites. 15In all, 26,000 of their warriors armed with
swords arrived in Gibeah to join the 700 elite troops who
lived there. 16Among Benjamin's elite troops, 700 were left-
handed, and each of them could sling a rock and hit a target
within a hairsbreadth without missing. 17Israel had
400,000 experienced soldiers armed with swords, not
counting Benjamin’s warriors.

18Before the battle the Israelites went to Bethel and asked
God, “Which tribe should go first to attack the people of
Benjamin?”

The Lorp answered, “Tudah is to go first.”

1980 the Israelites left early the next morning and

19:28 Greek version adds for she was dead. ~ 20:10a Hebrew 10 men from every hundred, 100 men from every thousand, and 1,000 men from evers

camped near Gibeah. 20Then they advanced toward Gibeat
to attack the men of Benjamin. 2'But Benjamin’s warrios:
who were defending the town, came out and killed 22,008
Israelites on the battlefield that day. 4
22Byt the Israelites encouraged each other and took the®
positions again at the same place they had fought the pre#
ous day. 23For they had gone up to Bethel and wept in
presence of the Lorp until evening. They had asked ti#
Lorp, “Should we fight against our relatives from Benjam®
again?” |
And the Lorp had said, “Go out and fight against them®
2450 the next day they went out again to fight against
men of Benjamin, 2Sbut the men of Benjamin killed anoth
18,000 Israelites, all of whom were experienced with
sword.
26Then all the Israelites went up to Bethel and wept inﬂ‘
presence of the Lorb and fasted until evening. They a
brought burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lo
27The Israelites went up seeking direction from the Lo#
(In those days the Ark of the Covenant of God was in Beti#
28and Phinehas son of Eleazar and grandson of Aaron
the priest.) The Israelites asked the Lorp, “Should we fight
against our relatives from Benjamin again, or should s ,
stop?” i
The Lorp said, “Go! Tomorrow I will hand them over#
you.” i
2980 the Israelites set an ambush all around Gibes
30They went out on the third day and took their positions#
the same place as before. 3'When the men of Benja
came out to attack, they were drawn away from the to®
And as they had done before, they began to kill the Is@
ites. About thirty Israelites died in the open fields and a
the roads, one leading to Bethel and the other leading bl
to Gibeah. g
32Then the warriors of Benjamin shouted, “We're defsili,
ing them as we did before!” But the Israelites had plannes
advance to run away so that the men of Benjamin wel
chase them along the roads and be drawn away from#i,
town.
33When the main group of Israelite warriors rea
Baal-tamar, they turned and took up their positions.
while, the Israelites hiding in ambush to the west* of
jumped up to fight. 34There were 10,000 elite Isra
troops who advanced against Gibeah. The fighting was
heavy that Benjamin didn't realize the impending disz
3580 the Lorp helped Israel defeat Benjamin, and that@é
the Israelites Killed 25,100 of Benjamin’s warriors, 2i
whom were experienced swordsmen. 36Then the mesilf
Benjamin saw that they were beaten. !
The Israelites had retreated from Benjamin's warrigsi
order to give those hiding in ambush more room to mzms
ver against Gibeah. 37Then those who were hiding rushe
from all sides and killed everyone in the town. 38Thel
arranged to send up a large cloud of smoke from the towm
a signal. 3When the Israelites saw the smoke, they &m
and attacked Benjamin'’s warriors. i
By that time Benjamin’s warriors had killed about =i
Israelites, and they shouted, “We're defeating them 2
did in the first battle!” 40But when the warriors of Beni
looked behind them and saw the smoke rising into e
from every part of the town, 41the men of Israel turneca
attacked. At this point the men of Benjamin became
fied, because they realized disaster was close at hanc &
they turned around and fled before the Israelites towamsi

-
“.&

10,000.  20:10b Hebrew Geba, in this case a variant spelling of Gibeah; also in 20:33.  20:33 As in Greek and Syriac versions and Latin Vulgate; Hems

reads hiding in the open space.

“iz=rness. But they couldn't escape the battle, and the peo-  we

"o came out of the nearby towns were also killed.* sa
"¢ Israelites surrounded the men of Benjamin and wt
ed them relentlessly, finally overtaking them east of thy
eah * *iThat day 18,000 of Benjamin’s strongest war- m;
ied in battle. 45The survivors fled into the wilderness lar
vzrd the rock of Rimmon, but Israel killed 5,000 of them
*Z the road. They continued the chase until they had m;
=2 another 2,000 near Gidom. Ri;
“So that day the tribe of Benjamin lost 25,000 strong ho,
~1ors armed with swords, “7leaving only 600 men who Spe

‘ z0ed to the rock of Rimmon, where they lived for four op,

— v“Apd the Israelites returned and slaughtered every
2 thing in all the towns—the people, the livestock, and

~thing they found. They also burned down all the towns
2me to. o

wh

2! Provides Wives for Benjamin gee

7 The Israelites had vowed at Mizpah, “We will never fre
! give our daughters in marriage to a man from the tte
of Benjamin.” 2Now the people went to Bethel and sat "
= presence of God until evening, weeping loudly and
fly. 3“0 LO.RD, God of Israel,” they cried out, “why has
“2ppened in Israel? Now one of our tribes is missing hel
= Israell” the
y thg nextmorning the people built an altar and pre- Tt
2 their burnt offerings and peace offerings on it. and
* they said, “Who among the tribes of Israel did not WO
= 2t Mizpah when we held our assembly in the pres- he'
of the LoRD?” At that time they had taken a solemn e
7 the LoRD's presence, vowing that anyone who re- ther
10 come would be put to death. Plez
¢ Israelites felt sorry for their brother Benjamin and We ¢
oday one of the tribes of Israel has been cut off. Jabe
-2n we find wives for the few who remain, since we SINC¢
‘orn by the Lorb not to give them our daughters in Mart
&=Cf 3
‘ey asked, “Who among the tribes of Israel did not caug
2t Mizpah when we assembled in the presence of the and
And they discovered that no one from Jabesh-gilead own!
“=nded the assembly. %For after they counted all the 241
=110 one from Jabesh-gilead was present. lies, a
;::e asse_mbly sent 12,000 of their best warriors to 25]
gilead with orders to kill everyone there, including ever s

r ._' ?I e, for the people from the nearby towns also came out and killed them,
ere refers to the complete consecration of things or people to the LORD, eithe
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*-” “That day 18,000 of Benjamin’s strongest war-
—ed in battle. 45The survivors fled into the wilderness

< the rock of Rimmon, but Israel killed 5,000 of them
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- znother 2,000 near Gidom.
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= **And the Israelites returned and slaughtered every
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~ng they found. They also burned down all the towns
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= Provides Wives for Benjamin

“ne Israelites had vowed at Mizpah, “We will never
=ve our daughters in marriage to a man from the
2njamin.” 2Now the people went to Bethel and sat
-resence of God until evening, weeping loudly and

>0 Lorp, God of Israel,” they cried out, “why has
“oened in Israel? Now one of our tribes is missing

e next morning the people built an altar and pre-
“eir burnt offerings and peace offerings on it.
“2y said, “Who among the tribes of Israel did not
- Mizpah when we held our assembly in the pres-
~2 Lorn?” At that time they had taken a solemn
—< Lorp’s presence, vowing that anyone who re-
-ome would be put to death.
<zelites felt sorry for their brother Benjamin and
=2y one of the tribes of Israel has been cut off.
* we find wives for the few who remain, since we
" by the Lorp not to give them our daughters in

asked, “Who among the tribes of Israel did not

zpah when we assembled in the presence of the

2 they discovered that no one from Jabesh-gilead

“=d the assembly. *For after they counted all the
“ne from Jabesh-gilead was present.

= zssembly sent 12,000 of their best warriors to

=2 with orders to kill everyone there, including
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women and children. ""“This is what you are to do,” they
said. “Completely destroy* all the males and every woman
who is not a virgin.” 12Among the residents of Jabesh-gilead
they found 400 young virgins who had never slept with a
man, and they brought them to the camp at Shiloh in the
land of Canaan.

'3The Israelite assembly $ent a peace delegation to the re-
maining people of Benjamin who were living at the rock of
Rimmon. “Then the men of Benjamin returned to their
homes, and the 400 women of Jabesh-gilead who had been
spared were given to them as wives. But there were not
enough women for all of them.

'5The people felt sorry for Benjamin because the Lorp
had made this gap among the tribes of Israel. 16So the elders
of the assembly asked, “How can we find wives for the few
who remain, since the women of the tribe of Benjamin are
dead? "7There must be heirs for the survivors so that an en-
tire tribe of Israel is not wiped out. 8But we cannot give
them our own daughters in marriage because we have
sworn with a solemn oath that anyone who does this will fall
under God's curse.”

Then they thought of the annual festival of the Lorp
held in Shiloh, south of Lebonah and north of Bethel, along
the east side of the road that goes from Bethel to Shechern.
20They told the men of Benjamin who still needed wives, “Go
and hide in the vineyards. 2?When you see the young
women of Shiloh come out for their dances, rush out from
the vineyards, and each of you can take one of them home to
the land of Benjamin to be your wife! 22And when their fa-
thers and brothers come to us in protest, we will tell them,
‘Please be sympathetic. Let them have your daughters, for
we didn’t find wives for all of them when we destroyed
Jabesh-gilead. And you are not guilty of breaking the vow
since you did not actually give your daughters to them in
marriage.””

2380 the men of Benjamin did as they were told. Each man
caught one of the women as she danced in the celebration
and carried her off to be his wife. They returned to their
own land, and they rebuilt their towns and lived in them.

24Then the people of Israel departed by tribes and fami-
lies, and they returned to their own homes.

#In those days Israel had no king; all the people did what-
ever seemed right in their own eyes.

"7 the people from the nearby towns also came out and killed them. ~ 20:43 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 21:11 The Hebrew
=ers to the complete consecration of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an offering.




RutH

Author Samuel, according to Jewish tradition (although the genealogy suggests it was written after

his death)
Date Written Between 1375 and 1050 B.C.

Content God often uses the most unlikely people to accomplish his plans and purposes. In this book,
Ruth, a Moabite widow, willingly leaves her homeland to care for her mother-in-law, Naomi,
who is also a widow. Being a Moabite, Ruth was not a part of God’s chosen people, Israel, b
she chose to follow God anyway. God rewarded her for her faithfulness and her kindness to
her mother-in-law. First, he provided for Ruth’s physical needs. As Ruth went out to get food,
she came upon a field, where the owner allowed her to gather as much leftover grain as she =
needed. But God'’s provision did not stop at Ruth’s immediate physical needs. The owner of ==

the field, Boaz, also happened to be a relative of Naomi. Boaz took a sincere interest in Ruth, =

and eventually they were married. God continued to show his faithful love to Ruth and Boaz
by honoring them through their descendants—King David and, hundreds of years later,

Jesus Christ.

Elimelech Moves His Family to Moab

In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe

famine came upon the land. So a man from Bethlehem
in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of
Moab, taking his wife and two sons with him. 2The man's
name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two
sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from
Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached
Moab, they settled there.

3Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two

sons. 4The two sons married Moabite women. One married a
woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth.
But about ten years later, Sboth Mahlon and Kilion died. This
left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

Naomi and Ruth Return
6Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lorp had blessed his
people in Judah by giving them good crops again. So Naomi
and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return
to her homeland. 7With her two daughters-in-law she set
out from the place where she had been living, and they took
the road that would lead them back to Judah.

8But on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law,
“Go back to your mothers’ homes. And may the Lorp reward
you for your kindness to your husbands and to me. "May the
Loro bless you with the security of another marriage.” Then
she kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and
wept.

10“No,” they said. “We want to go with you to your people.”

1"But Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with me?
Can I still give birth to other sons who could grow up to be
your husbands? 2No, my daughters, return to your parents’
homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were
possible, and I were to get married tonight and bear sons,
then what? 3Would you wait for them to grow up and re-
fuse to marry someone else? No, of course not, my daugh-
ters! Things are far more bitter for me than for you, because
the Lorp himself has raised his fist against me.”

14And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law good-bye. But Ruth clung tightly to Naomi.
15“Look,” Naomi said to her, “your sister-in-law has gone
back to her people and to her gods. You should do the
same.”

1:20 Naomi means “pleasant”; Mara means “bitter.”  1:21 Or has testified against me.

16But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and @
back. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, Twill

7Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. Ml
the Lorp punish me severely if I allow anything but deathiis-
separate us!” 8When Naomi saw that Ruth was determi
to go with her, she said nothing more.

1980 the two of them continued on their journey. Wi
they came to Bethlehem, the entire town was excited
their arrival. “Is it really Naomi?” the women asked.” i

20“Don’t call me Naomi,” she responded. “Instead, caimis
Mara,* for the Almighty has made life very bitter for me®
went away full, but the Lorp has brought me home ens
Why call me Naomi when the Lorp has caused me to sufi
and the Almighty has sent such tragedy upon me?” i

2280 Naomi returned from Moab, accompanied by#l!
daughter-in-law Ruth, the young Moabite woman. The
rived in Bethlehem in late spring, at the beginning of #
barley harvest.

Ruth Works in Boaz's Field
Now there was a wealthy and influential man in Befil

hem named Boaz, who was a relative of Naomi’s B¢

band, Elimelech. r
20ne day Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me goé
into the harvest fields to pick up the stalks of grain lefi#*
hind by anyone who is kind enough to let me do it.” )
Naomi replied, “All right, my daughter, go ahead"
Ruth went out to gather grain behind the harvesters. Andif
it happened, she found herself working in a field tha#
longed to Boaz, the relative of her father-in-law, Elimelsi#
“While she was there, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem4
greeted the harvesters. “The Lorb be with you!” he saié
“The Lorb bless you!” the harvesters replied.
5Then Boaz asked his foreman, “Who is that yol
woman over there? Who does she belong to?”
6And the foreman replied, “She is the young woman®
Moab who came back with Naomi. 7She asked me
morning if she could gather grain behind the harvesili,.
She has been hard at work ever since, except for a few
utes’ rest in the shelter.” i
8Boaz went over and said to Ruth, “Listen, my dausilii
Stay right here with us when you gather grain; don't i,

et fields. Stay right behind the young women work- dr
my field. *See which part of the field they are harvest- ur
“2 then follow them. I have warned the young mennot dg
=tyouroughly. And when you are thirsty, help yourself
= water they have drawn from the well.” d
“uth fell at his feet and thanked him warmly. “What st
“one to deserve such kindness?” she asked. “I am only
zigner.” C
es, I know,” Boaz replied. “But I also know about §n
~ung you have done for your mother-in-law since the fe
- o your husband. I have heard how you left your fa- uf
:nd mother and your own land to live here amongcom- at
strangers. 12May the Lorp, the God of Israel, under
< wings you have come to take refuge, reward you fully of
"2t you have done.”
- nope I continue to please you, sir,” she replied. “You “Y
-omforted me by speaking so kindly to me, even be
=7 Iam not one of your workers.” ric
- mealtime Boaz called to her, “Come over here,and Iw
Jurself to some food. You can dip your bread in the are
ne.” So she sat with his harvesters, and Boaz gaveher yot
roasted grain to eat. She ate all she wanted and still clo
e left over. the
fien Ruth went back to work again, Boaz ordered his  ver
= men, “Let her gather grain right among the sheaves sur
-t stopping her. 16And pull out some heads of barley do
e bundles and drop them on purpose for her. Let her 1
“emup, and don't give her a hard time!” up
> Ruth gathered barley there all day, and when she oth
Jt the grain that evening, it filled an entire basket.* was
arried it back into town and showed it to her mother- “Bri
Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that was left scol
m her meal. The
here did_you gather all this grain today?” Naomi 1
ﬂdqere ?ui you work? May the Lorp bless the one ask
ped you!”
; _h told her mother-in-law about the man in whose sheR
"2 had worked. She said, “The man I worked with to- ‘Dor
“2med Boaz.” &
2y the Lorp bless him!” Naomi told her daughter-in- unti
~¢ is showing his kindness to us as well as to yourdead settl
~4.* That man is one of our closest relatives, one of
Tily redeemers.” Boa
“en Ruth* said, “What's more, Boaz even told me to '
“2ck and stay with his harvesters until the entire har- 4 1
-ompleted.” Boaz
20 :dg” Naomi exclaimed. “Do as he said, my daughter. Iwar
~1his young women right through the whole harvest. calle
zntbe harassed in other fields, but you'll be safe with ness:
N ) Naon
Ruth worked alongside the women in Boaz’s fields that |
“ered grain with them until the end of the barley speal
Then she continued working with them through you v
=3t harvest in early summer. And all the while she witne

1 her mother-in-law. cause
- . Th
zt the Threshing Floor 5T]

= day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it's time that land {
ind a permanent home for you, so that you will be abite
- for. 2Boaz is a close relative of ours, and he’s been on he
“d byletting you gather grain with his young women. L
12 will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor. “beca
asI te}l you—take a bath and put on perfume and the laj
our nicest clothes. Then go to the threshing floor, 7N
U let Boaz see you until he has finished eatingand transf

=it was about an ephah [20 quarts or 22 liters).  2:20 Hebrew fo the living
an unknown quantity.  3:15b Most Hebrew manuscripts read he; many H
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<1 fields. Stay right behind the young women work- drinking. “Be sure to notice where he lies down; then goand
| ~v field. °See which part of the field they are harvest- uncover his feet and lie down there. He will tell you what to
© 7 then follow them. I have warned the young mennot do.”
| ouroughly. And when you are thirsty, help yourself $“Iwill do everything you say,” Ruth replied. 6So she went
| =ter they have drawn from the well.” down to the threshing floor that night and followed the in-
| 71 fell at his feet and thanked him warmly. “What  structions of her mother-in-law.
. Zonetodeserve such kindness?” she asked. “I am only 7After Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in
suggests it was written after i =er.” good spirits, he lay down at the far end of the pile of grain
3 s [ know,” Boaz replied. “But I also know about and went to sleep. Then Ruth came quietly, uncovered his
o “g you have done for your mother-in-law since the feet, and lay down. 8Around midnight Boaz suddenly woke

s and purposes. In this book, & ‘our husband. I have heard how you left your fa- up and turned over. He was surprised to find awoman lying
or her mother-in-law, Naomi & - mother and your own land to live here among com-  at his feet! "Who are you?” he asked.

od’s chosen people, Israel, - zngers. '2May the Lorp, the God of Israel, under “lam your servant Ruth,” she replied. “Spread the corner
nfulness and her kindness te “1gs you have come to take refuge, reward you fully of your covering over me, for you are my family redeemer.”
As Ruth went out to get foom M ou have done.” 19“The Lorp bless you, my daughter!” Boaz exclaimed.

much leftover grain as she
ysical needs. The owner of
ook a sincere interest in RUSH
aithful love to Ruth and Boaz
hundreds of years later,

-pe I continue to please you, sir,” she replied. “You “Youare showing even more family loyalty now than you did
~forted me by speaking so kindly to me, even before, for you have not gone after a younger man, whether
=m not one of your workers.” rich or poor. '"Now don't worry about a thing, my daughter.
~=altime Boaz called to her, “Come over here, and I will do what is necessary, for everyone in town knows you
—self to some food. You can dip your bread in the are a virtuous woman. 12But while it’s true that T am one of
So she sat with his harvesters, and Boaz gave her your family redeemers, there is another man who is more
=sted grain to eat. She ate all she wanted and still closely related to you than I am. 13Stay here tonight, and in
= left over. the morning I will talk to him. If he is willing to redeem you,
=7 Ruth went back to work again, Boaz ordered his very well. Let him marry you. But if he is not willing, then as
=0, "Let her gather grain right among the sheaves surely as the Loro lives, I will redeem you myself! Now lie
“opping her. 6And pull out some heads of barley down here until morning.”

h

Don't ask me to leave you 2!
1 go; wherever you live, Twiill
le,and your God will be

die, and there I will be burs

zrely if I allow anything b . i ~undles and drop them on purpose for her. Let her "4So Ruth lay at Boaz's feet until the morning, but she got
zomi saw that Ruth was dete= I ~ up, and don't give her a hard time!” up before it was light enough for people to recognize each
nothing more. -th gathered barley there all day, and when she other. For Boaz had said, “No one must know that a woman

' continued on their journes
m, the entire town was excis
Naomi?” the women asked.
she responded. “Instead =

"¢ grain that evening, it filled an entire basket* was here at the threshing floor.” 15Then Boaz said to her,
“ed it back into town and showed it to her mother- “Bring your cloak and spread it out.” He measured six
-1 also gave her the roasted grain that was left scoops*™ of barley into the cloak and placed it on her back.
" ner meal. Then he* returned to the town.

“has made life very bitter far "2 did you gather all this grain today?” Naomi '*When Ruth went back to her mother-in-law, Naomi
Lorp has brought me hom “ere did you work? May the Lorb bless the one asked, “What happened, my daughter?”
the Lorp has caused me

dyoul” Ruth told Naomi everything Boaz had done for her, 7and
told her mother-in-law about the man in whose she added, “He gave me these six scoops of barley and said,
“=d worked. She said, “The man I worked with to- ‘Don’t 80 back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.””
“=d Boaz." '8Then Naomi said to her, “Just be patient, my daughter,
12 LorD bless him!” Naomi told her daughter-in- until we hear what happens. The man won't rest until he has
nowing hiskindness to us as well as toyour dead ~ settled things today.”
That man is one of our closest relatives, one of
‘s Field ~edeemers.” Boaz Marries Ruth
=ithy and influential mas “uth* said, “What's more, Boaz even told me to 4 Boaz went to the town gate and took a seat there. Just
who was a relative of Naom - 2nd stay with his harvesters until the entire har- then the family redeemer he had mentioned came by, so
I Dleted.” Boaz called out to him, “Come over here and sit down, friend.
Naomi exclaimed. “Do as he said, my daughter. Iwant to talk to you.” So they sat down together. 2Then Boaz
: voungwomen right through the whole harvest. - called ten leaders from the town and asked them tossitas wit-
“= harassed in other fields, but you'll be safe with nesses. 3And Boaz said to the family redeemer, “You know &' |
i

such tragedy upon me?™

L

young Moabite wormnan =8
ate spring, at the beginnimg.

ozbite said to Naomi, “Let
pick up the stalks of g
and enough tolet medo =°
ght, my daughter, go aneall
ainbehind the harvesi=m. &
erself working in a fi2ic
awve of her father-in-law 2
=, Boaz arrived from B i

Naomi, who came back from Moab. She is selling the land
- worked alongside the women in Boaz's fields that belonged to our relative Elimelech. 41 thought I should
= grain with them until the end of the barley speak to you about it so that you can redeem it if you wish. If
=7 she continued working with them through you want the land, then buy it here in the presence of these
“=rvest in early summer. And all the while she witnesses. But if you don’t want it, let me know right away, be-

i : S IO R-aw: cause I am next in line to redeem it after you.”
s }1@ The man replied, “All right, Il redeem it.”

| the harvesterfm;g: . "= Threshing Floor 5Then Boaz told him, “Of course, your irchase ofithe
nis foreman, Tar

*20mi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it's time that  land from Naomi also requires that you marry Ruth, the Mo-
: permanent home for you, so that you will be  abite widow. That way she can have children who will carry
“Boaz is a close relative of ours, and he’s been on her husband’s name and keep the land in the family.”
=Tting you gather grain with his young women. ¢“Then I can’t redeem it,” the family redeemer replied,
be winnowing barley at the threshing floor. “because this might endanger my own estate. You redeem
=l you—take a bath and put on perfume and the land; I cannot do it.”
st clothes. Then go to the threshing floor, ’Now in those days it was the custom in Israel for anyone
=02z see you until he has finished eating and transferring a right of purchase to remove his sandal and I

an ephah (20 quarts or 22 liters]. ~ 2:20 Hebrew to the living and to the dead.  2:21 Hebrew Ruth the Moabite. 3:15a Hebrew i
quantity.  3:15b Most Hebrew manuscripts read he; many Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac version, and Latin Vulgate read she. m
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hand it to the other party. This publicly validated the trans-
action. 8So the other family redeemer drew off his sandal as
he said to Boaz, “You buy the land.”
9Then Boaz said to the elders and to the crowd standing
around, “You are witnesses that today I have bought from
Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion, and Mahlon.
10And with the land I have acquired Ruth, the Moabite
widow of Mahlon, to be my wife. This way she can have ason
to carry on the family name of her dead husband and to in-
herit the family property here in his hometown. You are all
witnesses today.”
11Then the elders and all the people standing in the gate
replied, “We are witnesses! May the Lorb make this woman
who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, from
whom all the nation of Israel descended! May you prosper in
Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12And may the Lorp
give you descendants by this young woman who will be like
those of our ancestor Perez, the son of Tamar and Judah.”

The Descendants of Boaz
1350 Boaz took Ruth into his home, and she became his wife.
When he slept with her, the Lorp enabled her to become

4:20 As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 4:21); Hebrew reads Salma.

pregnant, and she gave birth to a son. '¥Then the women&
the town said to Naomi, “Praise the Lorp, who has now pi
vided a redeemer for your family! May this child be fame
in Israel. 15May he restore your youth and care for you®
your old age. For he is the son of your daughter-in-law
loves you and has been better to you than seven sons!”
16Naomi took the baby and cuddled him to her bre2
And she cared for him as if he were her own. 7The neighb
women said, “Now at last Naomi has a son again!” And th
named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse and
grandfather of David.
18This is the genealogical record of their ancestor Pere

Perez was the father of Hezron.
19 Hezron was the father of Ram.
Ram was the father of Amminadab.
20 Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.*
21 Salmon was the father of Boaz.
Boaz was the father of Obed.
22 Obed was the father of Jesse.
Jesse was the father of David.
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Author Uncertain; some have suggested Samuel and the
= Written Uncertain, perhaps around 1000 B.C.
~ontent The choices people make say a lot about their character. The book of 1 Samuel s full of
choices—some good and some bad. The first significant choice in 1 Samuel is made by Hannah,
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7 and His Family

~© was aman named Elkanah who lived in Ramah in
“egion of Zuph* in the hill country of Ephraim. He
of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of
* Ephraim. 2Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and
2" Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not.

- vear Elkanah would travel to Shiloh to worship and
= 10 the Lorp of Heaven’s Armies at the Tabernacle.
s of the Lorb at that time were the two sons of

= of her children. 5And though he loved Hannah, he
vz her only one choice portion* because the Lorp
=7 her no children. 6So Peninnah would taunt
" =2d make fun of her because the Lorp had kept her
“ng children. 7Year after year it was the same—Pe-
“1ld taunt Hannah as they went to the Taberna-
~ time, Hannah would be reduced to tears and
‘even eat,
2re you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask,
" Lyou eating? Why be downhearted just because
70 children? You have me—isn’t that better than
T sons?”

- wan's Prayer for a Son
=" 2 sacrificial meal at Shiloh, Hannah gotup and
Eli the priest was sitting at his customary place

"= was praying to the Lorb, Eli watched her.
"= lips moving but hearing no sound, he thought

on; Hebrew reads in Ramathaim-zophim; compare 1:19.
ew is uncertain,
wine nor intoxicants.
irite for all time.
1:28 Hebrew he.
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of the book, Saul and his son

1:7 Hebrew the house 0of the Lorp; also in

David, a shepherd from Bethlehem, was chosen to take Saul’s place. Saul made several attempts

are dead, and David is in line to

she had been drinking. 4“Must you come here drunk?” he
demanded. “Throw away your wine!”

15"Oh no, sir!” she replied. “I haven't been drinking wine
or anything stronger. But I am very discouraged, and I was
pouring out my heart to the Lorp. sDon’t think I am a
wicked woman! For I have been praying out of great anguish
and sorrow.”
17"In that case,” Eli said, “goin peace! May the God of Isra-
grant the request you have asked of him ”
'8“Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then she went back
and began to eat again, and she was no longer sad.

el

Samuel’s Birth and Dedication

'9The entire family got up early the next morning and went
fo worship the Lorp once more. Then they returned home
to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with Hannah, the Lorp re-
membered her plea, 20and in due time she gave birth to a
son. She named him Samuel, * for she said, “I asked the Lorp
for him.”

21The next year Elkanah and his family went on their an-
nual trip to offer a sacrifice to the Lorp, 22But Hannah did
not go. She told her husband, “Wait until the boy is weaned.
Then I will take him to the Tabernacle and leave him there
with the Lorp permanently. *”

B"Whatever you think is best,” Elkanah agreed. “Stay here
for now, and may the Lorn help you keep your promise.” So
she stayed home and nursed the boy until he was weaned.

24When the child was weaned, Hannah took him to the
Tabernacle in Shiloh. They brought along a three-year-old
bull* for the sacrifice and a basket* of flour and some

years ago praying to the
Lorb. 7T asked the Lorb to give me this boy, and he has
granted my request. 28Now I am giving him to the Lorp,
and he will belong to the Lorp his whole life.” And they*
worshiped the Lorp there. .

1:5 Or And because he loved Hannah, he would give her a choice portion. The
:24. 1:9 Hebrew the Temple of the Lorp.  1:11 Some manuscripts add

1:20 Samuel sounds like the Hebrew term for “asked of God” or “heard byGod.” 1:22 Some manuscripts add
1:24a Asin Dead Sea Scrolls, Greek and Syriac versions; Masoretic Text reads three bull

. 1:24b Hebrew and an
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Hannah's Prayer of Praise
Then Hannah prayed:

“My heart rejoices in the Lorb!
The Lorp has made me strong.*
Now I'have an answer for my enemies;
Irejoice because you rescued me.
2 No one is holy like the Lorp!
There is no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God.

3 “Stop acting so proud and haughty!
Don't speak with such arrogance!
For the Lorp is a God who knows what you have done;
he will judge your actions.
4 The bow of the mighty is now broken,
and those who stumbled are now strong.
5 Those who were well fed are now starving,
and those who were starving are now full.
The childless woman now has seven children,
and the woman with many children wastes away.
6 The Loro gives both death and life;
he brings some down to the grave* but raises
others up.
7 The Lorp makes some poor and others rich;
he brings some down and lifts others up.
8 He lifts the poor from the dust
and the needy from the garbage dump.
He sets them among princes,
placing them in seats of honor.
For all the earth is the LorD's,
and he has set the world in order.

9 “He will protect his faithful ones,

but the wicked will disappear in darkness.

No one will succeed by strength alone.

10 Those who fight against the Lorp will be shattered.

He thunders against them from heaven;
the Lorp judges throughout the earth.

He gives power to his king;
he increases the strength* of his anointed one.”

1Then Elkanah returned home to Ramah without Samu-
el. And the boy served the Lorp by assisting Eli the priest.

Eli’s Wicked Sons
2Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels who had no respect
for the Lorp "3or for their duties as priests. Whenever any-
one offered a sacrifice, Eli’'s sons would send over a servant
with a three-pronged fork. While the meat of the sacrificed
animal was still boiling, "4the servant would stick the fork
into the pot and demand that whatever it brought up be
given to Eli's sons. All the Israelites who came to worship at
Shiloh were treated this way. >Sometimes the servant
would come even before the animal’s fat had been burned
on the altar. He would demand raw meat before it had been
boiled so that it could be used for roasting.

6The man offering the sacrifice might reply, “Take as
much as you want, but the fat must be burned first.” Then
the servant would demand, “No, give it to me now, or I'll take
itby force.” 17So the sin of these young men was very serious
in the Lorp’s sight, for they treated the Lorp’s offerings
with contempt.

18But Samuel, though he was only a boy, served the Lorb.
2:1 Hebrew has exalted my horn.  2:6 Hebrew to Sheol.

2:10 Hebrew he exalts the horn.  2:18 Hebrew He wore a linen ephod.  2:20 As in Dead Il

He wore a linen garment like that of a priest.* 19Each year
his mother made a small coat for him and brought it to him
when she came with her husband for the sacrifice. 20Before:
they returned home, Eli would bless Elkanah and his wifé
and say, “May the Lorp give you other children to take the:
place of this one she gave to the Lorp.*” 21And the LorE
gave Hannah three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile
Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lorb.

22Now Eli was very old, but he was aware of what his sons
were doing to the people of Israel. He knew, for instance
that his sons were seducing the young women who assistet®
atthe entrance of the Tabernacle.* 23Eli said to them, “I ha
been hearing reports from all the people about the wickes
things you are doing. Why do you keep sinning? 24You mus
stop, my sons! The reports I hear among the Lorp’s peam
are not good. 25If someone sins against another persa
God* can mediate for the guilty party. But if someone sm
against the Lorp, who can intercede?” But Eli’s soml
wouldn't listen to their father, for the Lorp was alreafit!
planning to put them to death.

26Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew taller and grew in
vor with the Lorp and with the people. i

A Warning for Eli’s Family
270One day a man of God came to Eli and gave him this m
sage from the Lorp: “I revealed myself* to your ances
when the people of Israel were slaves in Egypt. 281
your ancestor Aaron* from among all the tribes of Israel
be my priest, to offer sacrifices on my altar, to burn ince
and to wear the priestly vest* as he served me. And I
signed the sacrificial offerings to you priests. 22So why#
you scorn my sacrifices and offerings? Why do you
your sons more honor than you give me—for you and &
have become fat from the best offerings of my people Isra#
30“Therefore, the Lorp, the God of Israel, says: I proms
that your branch of the tribe of Levi* would always bemié
priests. But I will honor those who honor me, and I will @
spise those who think lightly of me. 31The time is corm
when I will put an end to your family, so it will no long
serve as my priests. All the members of your family will
before their time. None will reach old age. 32You will we
with envy as I pour out prosperity on the people of Isra
But no members of your family will ever live out their d
33Those who survive will live in sadness and grief, and t
children will die a violent death.* 34And to prove that wis
have said will come true, I will cause your two sons, Hog
and Phinehas, to die on the same day!

35“Then I will raise up a faithful priest who will serveslt =

and do what I desire. I will establish his family, and the
be priests to my anointed kings forever. 36Then all of

surviving family will bow before him, begging for mams
and food. ‘Please,’ they will say, ‘give us jobs among S
priests so we will have enough to eat.”” }

The LORD Speaks to Samuel

3 Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the Lorp by asss#
ing Eli. Now in those days messages from the Lorp

veryrare, and visions were quite uncommon.

20ne night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone ")

bed. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuei
sleeping in the Tabernacle* near the Ark of God. 4Sudde
the Lorp called out, “Samuel!”

Sea Scrolls and Greek version; Masoretic Text reads this one he requested of the LoRD.  2:22 Hebrew Tent of Meeting. Some manuscripts lack this entire £

sentence. 2:25 Or the judges.
ephod.  2:30 Hebrew that your house and your father’s house.
mortals. 3:3 Hebrew the Temple of the LORD.

2:27 As in Greek and Syriac versions; Hebrew reads Did I reveal myself. ~ 2:28a Hebrew your father.
2:33 As in Dead Sea Scrolls, which read die by the sword; Masoretic Text reads die likee

2:28b Hebrewan

Yes?” Samuel replied. “What is it?” SHe gotupandranto icked
“Here I'am. Did you call me?” “This
! didn’t callyou,” Elireplied. “Go back to bed.” So he did. this b
T hgn the Lorb called out again, “Samuel!” of Isr
4 gai;}ISamuel gotup and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you tians
me? asney
! didn’t call you, my son,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.” Hebre
muel did not yet know the Lorp because he had never men E:
- 2 message from the Lorp before. 830 the Lorp called a 10§
< time, and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli. featec
= Iam. Did you call me?” diers
en Eh realized it was the Lorp who was calling the boy. tents.
"¢ said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if some- ehas, t
#5 again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, your servant is listening.’”
~zel went back to bed. The D
"2 the Lorp came and called as before, “Samuel! Sam- 12 A ma

and ar
clothes

- Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.”
=1 ;he L.ORD said to Samuel, “I am about to do a Wwaiting
~< thing in Israel. 12 am going to carry out all my heart t

znst‘Eli and his family, from beginning to end. 131 messef

=ned him that judgment is coming upon his family regoun
because his sons are blaspheming God* and he

! 144
3 s:lphneq them. 4So I have vowed that the sins of Thr
“is sons will never be forgiven by sacrifices or offer- years o
the bat
-=! Speaks for the LORD 1Wh
7Is

<! stayed in bed until morning, then got up and
- (e doors of the Tabernacle* as usual. He was afraid  Sen8er
= what the Lorp had said to him. 16But Eli called out YOUT tW
Samuel, my son.” the Ark
['am,” Samuel replied. W
natdid the Lorp say to you? Tell me everything. And to the A
1 strike you and even Kill you if you hide anything 8ate. He

" 1850 Samuel told Eli everything; he didn't hold Weight.
2 back. “Tt is the Loro's will,” Eli replied. “Let him do VEI”
= thinks best.” hant an
muel grew up, the Lorp was with him, and every- AIK of
wwel said proved to be reliable. 2And all Israel, and hus
-=n in the north to Beersheba in the south, knew that 2°She d
was confirmed as a prophet of the Lorp. 21'The Lorp Midwive
-=d to appear at Shiloh and gave messages to Samuel Sid. “Yc
# the Tabernacle. #1And Samuel’s words went out to tention:

oeople of Israel. 21She
o the glon
“hilistines Capture the Ark him this

| - that time Israel was at war with the Philistines. The cause he
“z¢lite army was camped near Ebenezer, and the Phi- said, “Th
were at Aphek. 2The Philistines attacked and de- has been
the army of Israel, killing 4,000 men. 3After the
as over, the troops retreated to their camp, and the The Arl
ot Israel asked, “Why did the Lorb allow us to be de- Afte
- Oy the Philistines?” Then they said, “Let's bring the it fr
e Covenant of the Lorp from Shiloh. If we carry it Ashdod.
=tle with us, it* will save us from our enemies.” gonand
ey sent men to Shiloh to bring the Ark of the Cov- izens of ;
7% the Lorb of Heaven's Armies, who is enthroned be- fallen wi
e cherubim. Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, Lorp! So
=0 there with the Ark of the Covenant of God. SWhen 4But the
Israelites saw the Ark of the Covenant of the Lorp had faller
“2 into the camp, their shout of joy was so loud it made time his |
n shqke! the door
1at's going on?” the Philistines asked. “What's all the 5That is w
" about in the Hebrew camp?” When they were told one who
oecause the Ark of the Lorp had arrived, 7they pan- its thresh

~ Greek version; Hebrew reads his sons have made themselves contemptible. 3:15
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Cidn’tcallyou,” Elireplied. “Go back to bed.” So he did.

page165...1 SAMUEL 5

£5?” Samuel replied. “What s it?” SHe gotupandranto icked. “The gods have* come into their camp!” they cried.
-ere Tam. Did you call me?” “This is a disaster! We have never had to face anything like
this before! 8Help! Who can save us from these mighty gods

“en the Lorp called out again, “Samuel” of Israel? They are the same gods who destroyed the Egyp-

=2in Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you tians with plagues when Israel was in the wilderness. 9Fight

Te?

as never before, Philistines! If you don’t, we will become the
Hebrews’ slaves just as they have been ours! Stand up like
men and fight!”

1050 the Philistines fought desperately, and Israel was de-
feated again. The slaughter was great; 30,000 Israelite sol-
diers died that day. The survivors turned and fled to their
tents. ""The Ark of God was captured, and Hophni and Phin-
ehas, the two sons of Eli, were killed.

“idn't call you, my son,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.”

zmuel did not yet know the Lorp because he had never

Tessage from the Lorp before. 8So the Lorp called a

~me, and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli.
am. Did you call me?”

=7 Eli realized it was the Lorp who was calling the boy.
said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if some-
s again, say, ‘Speak, Lorb, your servant is listening."”

~uel went back to bed.

The Death of Eli
~d'the Lorp came and called as before, “Samuel! Sam-

12A man from the tribe of Benjamin ran from the battlefield
and arrived at Shiloh later that same day. He had torn his
clothes and put dust on his head to show his grief. 13Eli was
waiting beside the road to hear the news of the battle, for his
2 thing in Israel. 12l am going to carry out all My heart trembled for the safety of the Ark of God. When the
“<ainst Eli and his family, from beginning to end. I messenger arrived and told what had happened, an outcry
“ed him that judgment is coming upon his family resounded throughout the town.
because his sons are blaspheming God* and he 4“What is all the noise about?” Eli asked.

- ciplined them. 14So I have vowed that the sins of e messenger rushed over to Eli, Swho was ninety-eight
s sons will never be forgiven by sacrifices or offer- years old and blind. '6He said to Eli, “I have just come from
the battlefield—I was there this very day.”
N “What happened, my son?” Eli demanded.
Sgaeyaelés ;? gzgeu;gf 'rJn orning, then got up and 17“Israel has b“een defeated by'the Philistines,” the mes-
¢ doors of the Tabernacle* as usual. He was afraid SeT8°T replied. “The people have been slaughtered, and
/hat the Lorp had said to him. 16But Eli called out YOUT tWo sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were also killed. And
“amuel, my son.” the Ark of God has been captured.” p
1 2m,” Samuel replied. 8When the messenger mentioned what had happened
- did the Lorp say to you? Tell me everything. And 1 the Ark of God, Eli fell backv_vard from his seat beside the
- srike you and even kill you if you hide anything 83te: He broke his neck and died, for he was old and over-
%S0 Samuel told Eli everything; he didn’t hold welght: He had beer} Israel’s ]udge for forty years.
“ack.“Itis the Lorn's will,” Eli replied. “Lethimdo ~ '°Eli's daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was preg-
~inks best.” nantand near her time of delivery. When she heard that the
Tiuel grew up, the Lorp was with him, and every- ATK of God had been captured and that her father-in-law
<€l said proved to be reliable. 22And all Israel, 2nd husband were dead, she went into labor and gave birth.
* 71 the north to Beersheba in the south, knew that 2°She died in childbirth, but before she passed away the
= confirmed asaprophet of the Lorp. 2'The Lorp MidWives tried to encourage her. “Don’t be afraid,” they
- 0 appear at Shiloh and gave messages to Samuel sald: “Youhave a baby boy!” But she did not answer or pay at-
= Tabernacle. 41And Samuel's words went out to tention to them.
-2 of Israel. 21She named the child Ichabod (which means “Where is
the glory?”), for she said, “Israel’s glory is gone.” She named
stines Capture the Ark him this because the Ark of God had been captured and be-
“ime Israel was at war with the Philistines. The cause her father-in-law and husband were dead. 22Then she
= army was camped near Ebenezer, and the Phi- Ssaid, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God
= at Aphek. 2The Philistines attacked and de- has been captured.”
zrmy of Israel, killing 4,000 men. 3After the
<1, the troops retreated to their camp, and the The Ark in Philistia
~=¢l asked, “Why did the Lorb allow us to be de- 5 After the Philistines captured the Ark of God, they took
"= Philistines?” Then they said, “Let’s bring the it from the battleground at Ebenezer to the town of
-7venant of the Lorp from Shiloh. If we carry it Ashdod. 2They carried the Ark of God'into the temple of Da-
T us, it* will save us from our enemies.” gon and placed it beside an idol of Dagon. 3But when the cit-
=71t men to Shiloh to bring the Ark of the Cov-  izens of Ashdod went to see it the next morning, Dagon had
of Heaven's Armies, who is enthroned be-  fallen with his face to the ground in front of the Ark of the
ubim. Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, Lorp! So they took Dagon and put him in his place again.
=re with the Ark of the Covenant of God. 5When 4But the next morning the same thing happened—Dagon
tes saw the Ark of the Covenant of the Lorp had fallen face down before the Ark of the Lorp again. This
he camp, their shout of joy was so loud it made time his head and hands had broken off and were lying in
12ke! the doorway. Only the trunk of his body was left intact.
ing on?” the Philistines asked. “What's all the 5Thatis why to this day neither the priests of Dagon nor any-
n the Hebrew camp?” When they were told  one who enters the temple of Dagon in Ashdod will step on
he Ark of the Lorp had arrived, 7they pan-  its threshold,
sion; Hebrew reads his sons have made themselves contemptible. 3:15 Hebrew the house of the Lozp.  4:30r ke 47 Or £ sod e

- Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.”
“=n the Lorp said to Samuel, “I am about to do a
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6Then the Lorp’s heavy hand struck the people of Ash- the valley, and when they saw the Ark, they were overjoyed
dod and the nearby villages with a plague of tumors.* 14The cart came into the field of a man named Joshua and"
7When the people realized what was happening, they cried stopped beside a large rock. So the people broke up the
out,“We can’t keep the Ark of the God of Israel here anylon- wood of the cart for a fire and killed the cows and sacrificeé
ger! He is against us! We will all be destroyed along with them to the LoRrb as a burnt offering. 5Several men of the
Dagon, our god.” 8So they called together the rulers of the tribe of Levi lifted the Ark of the Lorp and the chest con
Philistine towns and asked, “What should we do with the taining the gold rats and gold tumors from the cart ané
Ark of the God of Israel?” placed them on the large rock. Many sacrifices and burnt

The rulers discussed it and replied, “Move it to the town  offerings were offered to the Lorp that day by the people &
of Gath.” So they moved the Ark of the God of Israel to Gath. Beth-shemesh. 16The five Philistine rulers watched all th
9But when the Ark arrived at Gath, the Lorp’s heavy hand and then returned to Ekron that same day. {
fell on its men, young and old; he struck them with a plague 17The five gold tumors sent by the Philistines as a guiltof®
of tumors, and there was a great panic. fering to the Lorp were gifts from the rulers of Ashdod

1080 they sent the Ark of God to the town of Ekron, but Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron. '8The five gold rats repres
when the people of Ekron saw it coming they cried out, sented the five Philistine towns and their surrounding v
“They are bringing the Ark of the God of Israel here to kill lages, which were controlled by the five rulers. The large
us, too!” 11The people summoned the Philistine rulers again rock at Beth-shemesh, where they set the Ark of the Lor&
and begged them, “Please send the Ark of the God of Israel still stands in the field of Joshua as a witness to what haj

ZDa
Z : —1};1 et(‘)N :y.place below Beth-car, slaughtering them all Sa
“Samuel then took a large stone and laced i
- ‘owns of Mizpah and Jeshanah.* He ngmed ittIitl))eetr\:\éez?gr1 Zg
“ch means “the stone of help”), for he said “Up to this mit
tthe Lorp has helped us!” ' he
*So the Philisﬁqes were subdued and didn’t invade Isra- 2
gain for some time. And throughout Samuel’s lifetime “Ta
- ~ORD's powerful hand was raised against the Philistines.' Sau
e [sraelite villages near Ekron and Gath that the Philis- cou
';ad captured were restored to Israel, along with the and
of the territory that the Philistines had taken. And there don
peace betwee_n Israel and the Amorites in those days 5]
-{a"muel continued as Israel’s judge for the rest of l:liS his
7 ::ach year he traveled around, setting up his court first wor;
e ‘nel, then at Gilgal, and then at Mizpah. He judged the L
Dle of Israel at each of these places. '7Then hewould re- Ther
0 his home at Ramah, and he would hear cases there, in hi

back to its own country, or it* will kill us all.” For the deadly pened there. Ands .
plague from God had already begun, and great fear was +d Samuel built an altar to the Lorp at Ramah. com
sweeping across the town. 12Those who didn’t die were af- The Ark Moved to Kiriath-Jearim e way

22| Requests a King 7

flicted with tumors; and the cry from the town rose to 19But the Lorp killed seventy men* from Beth-shemesh bes
cause they looked into the Ark of the Lorp. And the peop
mourned greatly because of what the Lorp had don
The Philistines Return the Ark 20“Who is able to stand in the presence of the Lorp, this hal

The Ark of the LorD remained in Philistine territory God?” they cried out. “Where can we send the Ark from

seven months in all. 2Then the Philistines called in their here?”
priests and diviners and asked them, “What should we do  21So they sent messengers to the people at Kiriath-jearis
about the Ark of the Lorp? Tell us how toreturnittoitsown and told them, “The Philistines have returned the Ark of

2“5 Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons to be judges “
{ e ii i -
' over Israel. ZJoel and Abijah, his oldest sons, helci co%n‘t 8?‘{
3 hgba‘ 3But they were not like their father, for they Wec
edy for money. They accepted bribes and perverted pens!
~mnally, all the elders of Israel met atRa i .
. I « mah to discuss to
- Eteyr with Samuel. 5 Look,” they told him, “you are now l‘)"e
“1d your sons are not like you. Give us a kingtojudgeus the to

heaven.

country.” Lorp. Come here and get it!” th _

3"Send the Ak of the God of Israel back with a gift,” they et Rations have. 14
were told. “Send a guilt offering so the plague will stop. So the men of Kiriath-jearim came to get the Ark of i?u?l was displeased with their request and went to some
Then, if you are healed, you will know it was his hand that Lorp. They took it to the hillside home of Abinadaba Rp 101 guiidance. 7"Do everything they say to you,” the his se

= replied, “for it is me they are rejecting, not you, The 2]
;;u[atr}llt me; to be their king any longer. SEV()e’r since)I, town
Bh . em from Egypt they have continually abandoned fice U]
=d ollowed other gods. And now they are giving you fore h
~“=me treatment. *Do as they ask, but solemnly warn until h
2bout the way a king will reign over them.” 148¢
b,‘,e' Warns against a Kingdom g}lg g?z:
samuel passed on the Lorn’s warning to the people who 'EN (
zsking him fo; aking. 1"“This is how a king will reign  16“Abo
ou,” Samuel said. “The king will draft your sons and as- land of

caused the plague.” ordained Eleazar, his son, to be in charge of it. 2The Atk &
4What sort of guilt offering should we send?” they mained in Kiriath-jearim for a long time—twenty years#
asked. all. During that time all Israel mourned because it seermsl
And they were told, “Since the plague has struck both you the Lorp had abandoned them.
and your five rulers, make five gold tumors and five gold
rats, just like those that have ravaged your land. SMake these Samuel Leads Israel to Victory
things to show honor to the God of Israel. Perhaps then he 3Then Samuel said to all the people of Israel, “If you are res
will stop afflicting you, your gods, and your land. 6Don’t be ly serious about wanting to return to the Lorp, get rid
stubborn and rebellious as Pharaoh and the Egyptians were. your foreign gods and your images of Ashtoreth. Determim
By the time God was finished with them, they were eager to to obey only the Lorp; then he will rescue you from the Pa
let Israel go. listines.” 4So the Israelites got rid of their images of Baal = “em to his chari : I
7“Now build a new cart, and find two cows that have just Ashtoreth and worshiped only the Lorp. B ~<fore his Chgr.a?ofsz and his charioteers, making them Israel.
given birth to calves. Make sure the cows have never been  SThen Samuel told them, “Gather all of Israel to Mizg, . 1+ somelo 511 bSOme will be generals and captains looked
yoked to a cart. Hitch the cows to the cart, but shut their and I will pray to the Lorp for you.” 6So they gathere@ this éro S a 2’1 & fqrced to plow in his fields and cry.”
calves away from them in a pen. 8Put the Ark of the Lornon  Mizpah and, in a great ceremony, drew water from a weé . 'Dmentpl 3T}? ]:pme will make his weapons and char- 17W]
the cart, and beside it place a chest containing the gold rats and poured it out before the Lorp. They also went witha# - 5 them B e king will take your daughters from you told yot
and gold tumors you are sending as a guilt offering. Then let  food all day and confessed that they had sinned against# al 0 cook and bake and make perfumes for 18]us

the cows go wherever they want. 9If they cross the border of Loro. (It was at Mizpah that Samuel became Israel’s judgst A‘_{Eeg‘?ég:lzig“g{e&t‘ﬁeb;s: o}flyour fields and vineyards asked, “
- 0 his own officials. 'SHe will 1947 5

our land and go to Beth-shemesh, we will know it was the 7When the Philistine rulers heard that Israel had ga& . . ... of your sta
Lorp who brought this great disaster upon us. If they don’t, ered at Mizpah, they mobilized their army and advanes mon; hi); Offgram andyour grape harvest and distrib- worshif
we will know it was not his hand that caused the plague. It The Israelites were badly frightened when they learned .. - 5 fergnal 5 sla\iggrs an attendants. 'sHe will take your morniny
came simply by chance.” the Philistines were approaching. #“Don't stop plead®i. ey for his o an err};;md the finest of your cattle*  your wa
1080 these instructions were carried out. Two cows were  with the Lorp our God to save us from the Philistines!” S8 -,y < o3 ou m{huts)e. ‘He will demand a tenth of lost thre
hitched to the cart, and their newborn calves were shutupin begged Samuel. °So Samuel took a young lamb and offes Jou \Im'll b ey forreli f? his slgve_s. '*When that day  to tell ¥
apen. 1'Then the Ark of the Lorp and the chest containing it to the Lorp as a whole burnt offering. He pleaded with®. - 1101\ the L% S e.Hle rom this king youare demand- - rael's ho
the gold rats and gold tumors were placed on the cart. 2And  LoRrb to help Israel, and the Lorp answered him. 1t the people re‘fm g(’t he}p you. 21Saul
sure enough, without veering off in other directions, the  19Just as Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering % .. ., | sﬁllpwant uie_ t? listen to Saflnuel's warning. - the smal
cows went straight along the road toward Beth-shemesh, Philistines arrived to attack Israel. But the LorD spoke willil, . - W’ations around 2 1(1)1g, they sfa“.j‘ 20“We want to be  tant of al
lowing as they went. The Philistine rulers followed them as mighty voice of thunder from heaven that day, and the ¥ . - z;le " us. Our king willjudge us and lead us thistom
far as the border of Beth-shemesh. listines were thrown into such confusion that the Israei 5 dSar.nuel repeated to th 22The
13The people of Beth-shemesh were harvesting wheat in  defeated them. '"The men of Israel chased them Sy = e Lonll)) ree]ieg EDe LoRD hat the people had - and plac
5:6 Greek version and Latin Vulgate read tumors; and rats appeared in their land, and death and destruction were throughout the city. ~ 5:11 Ot he. i Then Samuel a P eed ; do as they say, and givethema above the
6:19 Asin ; fse(\;v Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts read 70 men, 50,000 men. Perhaps the text should be understood to read the LORD kilis & - Greekands greed and sent the people home. cooktob

70 men an oxen. ! Greek and Syriac versions; z

Sisumung men. 9 e st o o, o e
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=_hyear he traveled around, setting up his court first
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 Israel at each of these places. "7Then he would re-
“'s home at Ramah, and he would hear cases there,
- Samuel built an altar to the Lorp at Ramah.

“equests a King

~2muel grew old, he appointed his sons to be judges
= [srael. ZJoel and Abijah, his oldest sons, held court
s7eba. 3But they were not like their father, for they
==dy for money. They accepted bribes and perverted

=y, all the elders of Israel met at Ramah to discuss

“=r with Samuel. 5“Look,” they told him, “you are now

- vour sons are not like you. Give us aking to judge us
—e other nations have.”

“-el was displeased with their request and went to
- for guidance. 7“Do everything they say to you,” the
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=0t me to be their king any longer. 8Ever since I

tem from Egypt they have continually abandoned

- “ollowed other gods. And now they are giving you

7= treatment. Do as they ask, but solemnly warn

“out the way a king will reign over them.”

"= Warns against a Kingdom

passed on the Lorp’s warning to the people who
ng him for a king. 1*“This is how a king will reign
- Samuel said. “The king will draft your sons and as-
~ 1o his chariots and his charioteers, making them
"2 his chariots. 12Some will be generals and captains
~y,* some will be forced to plow in his fields and
“s crops, and some will make his weapons and char-
-ment. 1¥The king will take your daughters from you
= them to cook and bake and make perfumes for
= will take away the best of your fields and vineyards
zroves and give them to his own officials. '5He will
“Th of your grain and your grape harvest and distrib-
~ong his officers and attendants. 6He will take your
- ‘emale slaves and demand the finest of your cattle*
s for his own use. 7He will demand a tenth of
~5, and you will be his slaves. '8When that day
2 will beg for relief from this king you are demand-
—2n the Lorp will not help you.”
" people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning.
e still want a king,” they said. 20“We want to be
“=Tonsaround us. Our king will judge us and lead us

zmuel repeated to the Lorp what the people had
- he Lorp replied, “Do as they say, and give them a
=7 Samuel agreed and sent the people home.

d Syriac versions; Hebrew reads Shen.  8:12 Hebrew
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Saul Meets Samuel

There was a wealthy, influential man named Kish from

the tribe of Benjamin. He was the son of Abiel, son of
Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, of the tribe of Benja-
min. 2His son Saul was the most handsome man in Israel—
head and shoulders taller than anyone else in the land.

30ne day Kish's donkeys strayed away, and he told Saul,

“Take a servant with you, and go look for the donkeys.” 4So
Saul took one of the servants and traveled through the hill
country of Ephraim, the land of Shalishah, the Shaalim area,
and the entire land of Benjamin, but they couldn’t find the
donkeys anywhere.

SFinally, they entered the region of Zuph, and Saul said to
his servant, “Let’s go home. By now my father will be more
worried about us than about the donkeys!”

¢But the servant said, “I've just thought of so
There is a man of God who lives here in this town
in high honor by all the people because every
comes true. Let’s go find him. Perhaps he can
way to go.”

7“But we don’t have anything to
“Even our food is gone, and we don't

8“Well,” the servant said, “I h
We can at least offer it to the m
pens!” 9(In those days if people w
they would say, “Let’s go and
to be called seers.)

10“All right,” Saul
the town where t
11As they

y replied. “Stay right on
town gates. He has just arrived to take par
fice up at the place of worship. 3Hurry
fore he goes up there to eat. The guests w
until he arrives to bless the food.”

14S0 they entered the town, and as the;
the gates, Samuel was coming out toward
the place of worship.

'5Now the Lorp had told Samuel the previous day
'6“About this time tomorrow I will send
land of Benjamin. Anoint him to be the le=
Israel. He will rescue them from the Philistin
looked down on my people in mercy and hav
cry.”

17When Samuel saw Saul, the Lorb said, “Thzt
told you about! He will rule my people.”

18Just then Saul approached Samuel at the
asked, “Can you please tell me where the see

19T am the seer!” Samuel replied. “Go up
worship ahead of me. We will eat there toge
morning I'll tell you what you want to know z uon
your way. 22And don’t worry about those don twere
lost three days ago, for they have been found
to tell you that you and your family are the
rael’s hopes.”

21Saul replied, “But I'm only from the ibe of Benjamin,
the smallest tribe in Israel, and my family is the least impor-
tant of all the families of that tribe! Why are you talking like
this to me?”

22Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the hall
and placed them at the head of the table, honoring them
above the thirty special guests. 2Samuel then instructed the
cook to bring Saul the finest cut of meat, the piece that had

ders of th ds and c ders of fifties.  8:16 As in Greek version;

sungmen.  9:8 Hebrew % shekel of silver, about 0.1 ounces or 3 grams in weight.
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been set aside for the guest of honor. 24So the cook brought
in the meat and placed it before Saul. “Go ahead and eat it,”
Samuel said. “I was saving it for you even before I invited
these others!” So Saul ate with Samuel that day.

2sWhen they came down from the place of worship and
returned to town, Samuel took Saul up to the roof of the
house and prepared a bed for him there.* 26At daybreak the
next morning, Samuel called to Saul, “Get up! It's time you
were on your way.” So Saul got ready, and he and Samuel left
the house together. 2ZWhen they reached the edge of town,
Samuel told Saul to send his servant on ahead. After the ser-
vant was gone, Samuel said, “Stay here, for I have received a
special message for you from God.”

Samuel Anoints Saul as King
1 Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it
over Saul’s head. He kissed Saul and said, “I am doing

this because the Lorp has appointed you to be the ruler over
Israel, his special possession.* 2When you leave me today,
you will see two men beside Rachel’s tomb at Zelzah, on the
border of Benjamin. They will tell you that the donkeys have
been found and that your father has stopped worrying
about them and is now worried about you. He is asking,
‘Have you seen my son?’

3“When you get to the oak of Tabor, you will see three
men coming toward you who are on their way to worship
God at Bethel. One will be bringing three young goats, an-
other will have three loaves of bread, and the third will be
carrying a wineskin full of wine. 4They will greet you and of-
fer you two of the loaves, which you are to accept.

s“When you arrive at Gibeah of God,* where the garri-
son of the Philistines is located, you will meet a band of
prophets coming down from the place of worship. They
will be playing a harp, a tambourine, a flute, and a lyre, and
they will be prophesying. 6At that time the Spirit of the
Lorp will come powerfully upon you, and you will proph-
esy with them. You will be changed into a different person.
7After these signs take place, do what must be done, for
God is with you. 8Then go down to Gilgal ahead of me. I will
join you there to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace offer-
ings. You must wait for seven days until I arrive and give
you further instructions.”

Samuel’s Signs Are Fulfilled
9As Saul turned and started to leave, God gave him a new
heart, and all Samuel’s signs were fulfilled that day. 1°When
Saul and his servant arrived at Gibeah, they saw a group of
prophets coming toward them. Then the Spirit of God came
powerfully upon Saul, and he, too, began to prophesy.
1"When those who knew Saul heard about it, they ex-
claimed, “What? Is even Saul a prophet? How did the son of
Kish become a prophet?”

12And one of those standing there said, “Can anyone be-
come a prophet, no matter who his father is?"* So that is the
origin of the saying “Is even Saul a prophet?”

13When Saul had finished prophesying, he went up to
the place of worship. 1#“Where have you been?” Saul’s uncle
asked him and his servant.

“We were looking for the donkeys,” Saul replied, “but we
couldn’t find them. So we went to Samuel to ask him where
they were.”

15“0Oh? And what did he say?” his uncle asked.

'6“He told us that the donkeys had already been found,”
9:25 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads and talked with him there.

them from their enemies around them. This will be the sign to you that the LORD has appointed you to be leader over his special possession.
10:27 This paragraph, which is not included in the Masoretic Text, is found in Dead Sea Sa

Gibeath-elohim. 10:12 Hebrew said, “Who is their father?”
4QSam?.  11:1 Asin Greek version; Hebrew lacks About a month later.

10:1 Greek version reads over Israel. And you will rule over the LORD’s people and sas

Saul replied. But Saul didn't tell his uncle what Samuel said -
about the kingdom. i

Saul Is Acclaimed King
17Later Samuel called all the people of Israel to meet before *
the Lorp at Mizpah. 8And he said, “This is what the Lorn. ‘
the God of Israel, has declared: I brought yoti from Egypt ané
rescued you from the Egyptians and from all of the nations
that were oppressing you. “But though I have rescued yo&
from your misery and distress, you have rejected your Goé
today and have said,'No, we want a king instead!’ Now, there:
fore, present yourselves before the Lorp by tribes and clans®
2050 Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel before the
Lorbp, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen by lot. 21Thu
he brought each family of the tribe of Benjamin before the™
Lorp, and the family of the Matrites was chosen. And finall®
Saul son of Kish was chosen from among them. But wher
they looked for him, he had disappeared! 22So they asket
the Lorp, “Where is he?” &
And the Lorb replied, “He is hiding among the baggage"
2380 they found him and brought him out, and he stoot™
head and shoulders above anyone else. 3
24Then Samuel said to all the people, “This is the man &
Lorp has chosen as your king. No one in all Israel is Ii
him!”
And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!”
25Then Samuel told the people what the rights and dutiet
of aking were. He wrote them down on a scroll and placed#
before the Lorp. Then Samuel sent the people home agam:
26When Saul returned to his home at Gibeah, a group@
men whose hearts God had touched went with him. 278
there were some scoundrels who complained, “How ¢an ths
man save us?” And they scorned him and refused to brisg
him gifts. But Saul ignored them. $
[Nahash, king of the Ammonites, had been grievously @
pressing the people of Gad and Reuben who lived east of 8
Jordan River. He gouged out theright eye of each of the Is=¢
elites living there, and he didn’t allow anyone to come &
rescue them. In fact, of all the Israelites east of the Jordam
there wasn't a single one whose right eye Nahash had m#
gouged out. But there were 7,000 men who had escap
from the Ammonites, and they had settled in Jabes#
gilead J*

Saul Defeats the Ammonites
1 About amonth later,* King Nahash of Ammon led
army against the Israelite town of Jabesh-gilead.
all the citizens of Jabesh asked for peace. “Make a tr&
with us, and we will be your servants,” they pleaded.
2Allright,” Nahash said, “but only on one condition. In
gouge out the right eye of every one of you as a disgrace tod
Israel!”
3“Give us seven days to send messengers throughout s
el!” replied the elders of Jabesh. “If no one comes to save
we will agree to your terms.”
4When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and il
the people about their plight, everyone broke into tears. 5%
had been plowing a field with his oxen, and when he returms
to town, he asked, “What’s the matter? Why is everyone
ing?” So they told him about the message from Jabesh.
6Then the Spirit of God came powerfully upon Saul a2
he became very angry. 7He took two oxen and cut thern m#
pieces and sent the messengers to carry them throughus

10:5 Hebrew

22l with this message: “This is what will happen to the reig
of anyone who refuses to follow Saul and Samuel into youl
“le!” And the Lorp made the people afraid of Saul's an- aske

- and all of them came out together as one. 8When Saul 1
“ooilized them at Bezek, he found that there were 300,000 voic
men from Israel and 30,000* men from Judah. then
50 Saul sent the messengers back to Jabesh-gilead to say, the ]

¢ will rescue you by noontime tomorrow!” There was com
itjoy throughout the town when that message arrived!  as he
.‘he men of Jabesh then told their enemies, “Tomorrow 16
71l come out to you, and you can do to us whatever you abot
"1But before dawn the next morning, Saul arrived, hav- they

: divided his army into three detachments, He launcheda thun
rise attack against the Ammonites and slaughtered them you'
nole morning. The remnant of their army was so badly 18

= i‘ed that no two of them were left together. der a\
“Ihen the people exclaimed to Samuel, “Now where are LoRrp

¢ men who said, ‘Why should Saul rule over us’ Bring wew
~ here, and we will kill them!” to ouj
3ut Saul replied, “No one will be executed today, for to- 20
the Lorb has rescued Israel!” certa
“Ihen Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us all goto thel
== 10 renew the kingdom.” 15So they all went to Gilgal, him.
7 a solemn ceremony before the Lorp they made Saul not he

= Then they offered peace offerings to the Lorp, and will n

ind all the Israelites were filled with joy. his gr
very o
~uel’s Farewell Address rz);‘u

-

’ Then Samuel addressed all Israel:
& asked and given you a king. 2Your king is now your what |
= I'stand here before you—an old, gray-haired man— faithfi
sons serve you. I have served as your leader from the has dc
vas a boy to this very day. 3Now testify against me in  king w
‘esence of the Lorp and before his anointed one.
€ ox or donkey have I stolen? Have I ever cheated any Conti
Have L ever oppressed you? Have I ever taken a bribe
=rverted justice? Tell me and I will make right what- 13
nave done wrong.” 2831
0" theyreplied, “you have never cheated or oppressed raelan
“dyou have never taken even a single bribe.” chosen
72 Lorp and his anointed one are my witnesses to- Bethel
“muel declared, “that my hands are clear.” Gibea}i
> he is a witness,” they replied. 380c
/as the Loro who appointed Moses and Aaron,”Sam-  rison o
“tinued. “He broughtyour ancestors out of the landof the Phi
~ow stand here quietly before the Lorp as I remind land, sa
2ll the great things the Lorp has done for you and el hear
“cestors. rison 2
7en the Israelites were* in Egypt and cried out to the Israelit
72 sent Moses and Aaron to rescue them from Egypt summo
oring them into this land. sBut the peoplesoon forgot  5The
e Lorp their God, so he handed them over to Sisera, iots, 6,
mmander of Hazor’s army, and also to the Philistines of sand
> the king of Moab, who fought against them. Beth-av
nen they cried to the Lorp again and confessed, 'We werein
“ned by turning away from the Lorp and worshiping they tri
“ages of Baal and Ashtoreth. But we will worship you terns. 7¢
2 alone if you will rescue us from our enemies.’ into the
" the Loro sent Gideon,* Bedan,* Jephthah, and Sam-
save you, and you lived in safety. Saul’s |
=ut when you were afraid of Nahash, the king of Am- Meanwt
Ju came to me and said that you wanted a king to bling wi
: :fea Scrolls anq Greek versionread 70,000. 12:8 Hebrew When Jacob was. Th
=sfament, referring sometimes to the individual patriarch and sometimes to the na
12:11b Greek and Syriac versions read Barak. 12:11c Greek and Syriac

missing in the Hebrew.  13:1b Hebrew 7ei; med. .. and two; S
= versions; Hebrew reads 30,000. @ 0; the number is

“Thavedoneasyou endin,
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3ut before dawn the next morning, Saul arrived, hav-
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attack against the Ammonites and slaughtered them
= morning. The remnant of their army was so badly
< that no two of them were left together.

=7 the people exclaimed to Samuel, “Now where are

=1 who said, ‘Why should Saul rule over us?’ Bring

-2, and we will kill them!”

saul replied, “No one will be executed today, for to-
JrD has rescued Israel!”

" Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us all go to
renew the kingdom.” 1580 they all went to Gilgal,
olemn ceremony before the Lorp they made Saul

=1 they offered peace offerings to the Lorp, and
z!l the Israelites were filled with joy.
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reign over you, even though the Lorb your God was already
your king. '3All right, here is the king you have chosen. You
asked for him, and the Lorb has granted your request.
14“Now if you fear and worship the Lorp and listen to his
voice, and if you do not rebel against the Lorp’s commands,
then both you and your king will show that you recognize
the Lorp as your God. SBut if you rebel against the Lorp's
commands and refuse to listen to him, then his hand will be
as heavy upon you as it was upon your ancestors.

6“Now stand here and see the great thing the Lorp is
about to do. 7You know that it does not rain at this time of
the year during the wheat harvest. I will ask the Lorp to send
thunder and rain today. Then you will realize how wicked
you have been in asking the Lorp for a king!”

1850 Samuel called to the Lorp, and the Lorb sent thun-
der andrain that day. And all the people were terrified of the
Lorp and of Samuel. 19“Pray to the Lorp your God for us, or
we will die!” they all said to Samuel. “For now we have added
to our sins by asking for a king.”

20"Don't be afraid,” Samuel reassured them. “You have
certainly done wrong, but make sure now that you worship
the Lorp with all your heart, and don't turn your back on
him. 2'Don’t go back to worshiping worthless idols that can-
not help or rescue you—they are totally useless! 22The Lorp
will not abandon his people, because that would dishonor
his great name. For it has pleased the Lorp to make you his
very own people.

23“As for me, T will certainly not sin against the Lorp by
ending my prayers for you. And I will continue to teach you
what is good and right. 24But be sure to fear the Lorp and
faithfully serve him. Think of all the wonderful things he
has done for you. 2But if you contine to sin, you and your
king will be swept away.”

Continued War with Philistia
1 3 Saul was thirty* years old when he became king, and
he reigned for forty-two years.*

2Saul selected 3,000 special troops from the army of Is-
rael and sent therest of the men home. He took 2,000 of the
chosen men with him to Micmash and the hill country of
Bethel. The other 1,000 went with Saul’s son Jonathan to
Gibeah in the land of Benjamin.

3Soon after this, Jonathan attacked and defeated the gar-
rison of Philistines at Geba. The news spread quickly among
the Philistines. So Saul blew the ram’s horn throughout the
land, saying, “Hebrews, hear this! Rise up in revolt!” 4All Isra-
el heard the news that Saul had destroyed the Philistine gar-
rison at Geba and that the Philistines now hated the
Israelites more than ever. So the entire Israelite army was
summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.

5The Philistines mustered a mighty army of 3,000* char-
iots, 6,000 charioteers, and as many warriors as the grains
of sand on the seashore! They camped at Micmash east of
Beth-aven. 6The men of Israel saw what a tight spot they
were in; and because they were hard pressed by the enemy,
they tried to hide in caves, thickets, rocks, holes, and cis-
terns. 7Some of them crossed the Jordan River and escaped
into the land of Gad and Gilead.

Saul’s Disobedience and Samuel’s Rebuke
Meanwhile, Saul stayed at Gilgal, and his men were trem-
bling with fear. 8Saul waited there seven days for Samuel, as

12:8 Hebrew When Jacob was. The names “Jacob” and “Israel” are often mterchanged Lh:'\uvhom

ing sometimes to the individual patriarch and sometimes to the nation. ~ 12:11a Hebrew Jerub-baal, another n: T Gi

ek and Syriac versionsread Barak.  12:11c Greek and Syriac versions read Samson.  13:1aAsinafew Greek

g Hebrew. 13:1b Hebrew reigned. .. and two; the number is incomplete in the Hebrew. Compare Acts 13:21
Hebrew reads 30,000.
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Samuel had instructed him earlier, but Samuel still didn't
come. Saul realized that his troops were rapidly slipping
away. 2So he demanded, “Bring me the burnt offering and
the peace offerings!” And Saul sacrificed the burnt offering
himself.

10]ust as Saul was finishing with the burnt offering, Sam-
uel arrived. Saul went out to meet and welcome him, ''but
Samuel said, “What is this you have done?”

Saul replied, “I saw my men scattering from me, and you
didn’t arrive when you said you would, and the Philistines
are at Micmash ready for battle. 12So I said, ‘The Philistines
are ready to march against us at Gilgal, and I haven't even
asked for the Lorp’s help!’ So I felt compelled to offer the
burnt offering myself before you came.”

13*How foolish!” Samuel exclaimed. “You have not kept
the command the Lorp your God gave you. Had you kept it,
the Lorp would have established your kingdom over Israel
forever. 14But now your kingdom must end, for the Lorp has
sought out aman after his own heart. The Lorp has already
appointed him to be the leader of his people, because you
have not kept the Lorp’s command.”

Israel’s Military Disadvantage
1sSamuel then left Gilgal and went on his way, but the rest of
the troops went with Saul to meet the army. They went up
from Gilgal to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin.* When Saul
counted the men who were still with him, he found only
600 were left! 16Saul and Jonathan and the troops with them
were staying at Geba in the land of Benjamin. The Philistines
set up their camp at Micmash. 7Three raiding parties soon
left the camp of the Philistines. One went north toward
Ophrah in the land of Shual, '8another went west to Beth-
horon, and the third moved toward the border above the val-
ley of Zeboim near the wilderness.

19There were no blacksmiths in the land of Israel in those
days. The Philistines wouldn't allow them for fear they
would make swords and spears for the Hebrews. 20So when-
ever the Israelites needed to sharpen their plowshares,
picks, axes, or sickles,* they had to take them to a Philistine
blacksmith. 2(The charges were as follows: a quarter of an
ounce of silver* for sharpening a plowshare or a pick, and
an eighth of an ounce* for sharpening an ax, a sickle, or an
ox goad.) 22So on the day of the battle none of the people of
Israel had a sword or spear, except for Saul and Jonathan.

23The pass at Micmash had meanwhile been secured by a
contingent of the Philistine army.

Jonathan'’s Daring Plan

1 4 One day Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come on,
let’s go over to where the Philistines have their out-
post.” But Jonathan did not tell his father what he was doing.
2Meanwhile, Saul and his 600 men were camped on the
outskirts of Gibeah, around the pomegranate tree* at
Migron. 3Among Saul’'s men was Ahijah the priest, who was
wearing the ephod, the priestly vest. Ahijah was the son of
Ichabod’s brother Ahitub, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, the

priest of the Lorp who had served at Shiloh.

No one realized that Jonathan had left the Israelite camp.
4To reach the Philistine outpost, Jonathan had to go down
between two rocky cliffs that were called Bozez and Seneh.
5The cliff on the north was in front of Micmash, and the one
on the south was in front of Geba. ¢“Let’s go across to the
outpost of those pagans,” Jonathan said to his armor bearer.

13:15 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads Samuel then left Gilgal and went to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin.
13:21b Hebrew % of a shekel [4 grams).
14:14Hebrew half a yoke; a “yoke” was the amount of land plowed by a pair of yoked oxen in one day.

plowshares. 13:21aHebrew 1pim (8 grams).
21:13.
Hebrew reads “Bring the Ak of God.” For at that time the Ark of God was with

brightened; similarly in 14:29.

“Perhaps the Lorp will help us, for nothing can hinder the
Lorp. He can win a battle whether he has many warriors &
only a few!”

7“Do what you think is best,” the armor bearer replieé
“I'm with you completely, whatever you decide.” :

8“Ali right then,” Jonathan told him. “We will cross ovel
and let them see us. 9If they say to us, ‘Stay where you are &
we'llkill you,’ then we will stop and not go up to them. B@
if they say, ‘Come on up and fight,’ then we will go up. Tha
will be the Lorp's sign that he will help us defeat them.” =

1"When the Philistines saw them coming, they shoutef® |

“Look! The Hebrews are crawling out of their holes!” 12Thes
the men from the outpost shouted to Jonathan, “Come on@t
here, and we'll teach you a lesson!”

“Come on, climb right behind me,” Jonathan said to v -

armor bearer, “for the Lorp will help us defeat them!”

1380 they climbed up using both hands and feet, and i P

Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor bearer kille&
those who came behind them. 14They Kkilled some twer
men in all, and their bodies were scattered over about
an acre.*

15Suddenly, panic broke out in the Philistine army,
in the camp and in the field, including even the outposts 2
raiding parties. And just then an earthquake struck, am
everyone was terrified.

Israel Defeats the Philistines

16Saul’s lookouts in Gibeah of Benjamin saw a stran@ ™

sight—the vast army of Philistines began to melt away®
every direction. 17“Call the roll and find out who's missing™
Saul ordered. And when they checked, they found thatJo
than and his armor bearer were gone. .

18Then Saul shouted to Ahijah, “Bring the ephod hes
For at that time Ahijah was wearing the ephod in front o
Israelites.* 19But while Saul was talking to the priest,
confusion in the Philistine camp grew louder and loudel
Saul said to the priest, “Never mind; let’s get going!"*

20Then Saul and all his men rushed out to the battle a8
found the Philistines killing each other. There was terrs
confusion everywhere. 2'Even the Hebrews who had pre
ously gone over to the Philistine army revolted and joines
with Saul, Jonathan, and the rest of the Israelites. 22Likews
the men of Israel who were hiding in the hill country
Ephraim joined the chase when they saw the Philistines®
ning away. 2So the Lorp saved Israel that day, and the b3
continued to rage even beyond Beth-aven.

Saul’s Foolish Oath
24Now the men of Israel were pressed to exhaustion &

day, because Saul had placed them under an oath, sayif

“Let a curse fall on anyone who eats before evening—bei
I have full revenge on my enemies.” So no one ate anyt
all day, 25even though they had all found honeycomb o
ground in the forest. 26They didn't dare touch the hones
cause they all feared the oath they had taken.

27But Jonathan had not heard his father's command. @
he dipped the end of his stick into a piece of honeycaié

and ate the honey. After he had eaten it, he felt refresheli -

28But one of the men saw him and said, “Your father m
the army take a strict oath that anyone who eats food &
will be cursed. That is why everyone is weary and faint"
29“My father has made trouble for us all” Jonathan#
claimed. “A command like that only hurts us. See howill.
13:20 As in Greek version; Hebrew reacsm
14:2 Or around the rock of Rimmon; compare Judg 20:45.45
14:18 As in some Greek manuscripis

the Israelites:  14:19 Hebrew Withdraw your hand.  14:27 Or his eyes

b ff:ed alittle honey,” Jonathan admitted. “It was onlya

IF= e and even kill me if you

“2d I am now that I have eaten this little bi
: it of honey. f
men had been allowed to eat freely from the foo{i I

‘ound among our enemies, think how i
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‘hey chased and killed the Philistines all d
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=T here, 34Then go out among the troops and tell them "
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nthe blood beforg you eat them. Do not sin against'
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that night all the troops brought their animals a
L, nd
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T them until sunrise. Let's destroy every last one of sty
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0 13
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2 battle whether he has many warriors@

think is best,” the armor bearer repli
pletely, whatever you decide:" :
." Jonathan told him. “We will cross o £
s. 7If they say to us, ‘Stay where you ared
we will stop and not go up to them. 158
on up and fight, then we will go up. I
sign that he will help us defeat them.” -
ilistines saw them coming, they sho
ws are crawling out of their holes!” !
sutpost shouted to Jonathan, “Come on o
chyou alesson!” _ '
b right behind me,” Jonathan said 1o
- the Lorp will help us defeat them!
=d up using both hands and feet, and &
Jonathan, and his armor bearer kil
sehind them. 4They killed some twes
eir bodies were scattered over about

: |
\
|
\

ic broke out in the Philistine army, 2
field, including even the outpostsa
just then an earthquake struck:

ified.

he Philistines
in Gibeah of Benjamin saw a s
of Philistines began to melt zwas
“Call the roll and find out who's
when they checked, they found thz
r bearer were gone.
outed to Ahijah, “Bring the ephod
hwas wearing the ephod in front
e Saul was talking to the p:
ne camp grew louder and lo
test, “Never mind; let’s get going'™
d all his men rushed out to the ba=&
nes killing each other. There was =
here. 21Even the Hebrews who has®
the Philistine army revolted and
n,2nd the rest of the Israelites. 2213
. who were hiding in the hill ca
= chase when they saw the PhilisZ
2 Lorp saved Israel that day, and T
2ven beyond Beth-aven.

)ath ?

£ Israel were pressed to exhausam
1ad placed them under an 02
1 znyone who eats before evening
> on my enemies.” So no one ate,
ugh they had all found honeycomi
st 26They didn't dare touch the 2
2d the oath they had taken.
had not heard his father’s commeam
2 of his stick into a piece of =
. After he had eaten it, he felt
nen saw him and said, “Your i I
rict oath that anyone whe eats T
2t is why everyone is weary anc 2
2s made trouble for us alil” Jom
nand like that only hurts us. S& Wi
13:20 As in Greek versien;Hh?I’!* i
oy, 1411845 msome Cremmmm
Srew Withdraw your hand.  14:27 O msas

"= to Afjalon, growing more and more faint. 32That
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=2 ['am now that I have eaten this little bit of honey. formed great deeds and conquered the Amalekites, saving

= men had been allowed to eat freely from the food Israel from all those who had plundered them.

~und among our enemies, think how many more Phi-  49Saul’s sons included Jonathan, Ishbosheth,* and Malki-

shua. He also had two daughters: Merab, who was older, and
Michal. 59Saul’s wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of Ahima-
az. The commandet of Saul’s army was Abner, the son of
“2 they rushed for the battle plunder and butchered Saul’s uncle Ner. 3'Sauls father, Kish, and Abner’s father,
==D, goats, cattle, and calves, but they ate them without Ner, were both sons of Abiel.

he blood. 33Someone reported to Saul, “Look, the 52The Israelites fought constantly with the Philistines
nning against the Lorp by eating meat that still throughout Saul’s lifetime. So whenever Saul observed a

odinit” young man who was brave and strong, he drafted him into
‘ctisverywrong,” Saul said. “Find alarge stone androll his army.

~ ere. 34Then go out among the troops and teil them,
~i¢ Cattle, sheep, and goats here to me. Kill them here, Saul De
=n the blood before you eat them. Do not sin against

O by eating meat with the blood still in it " 1
7at night all the troops brought their animals and Now i
=red them there. 35Then Saul built an altar to the Lorp
- was the first of the altars he built to the Lorp,

"=n Saul said, “Let’s chase the Philistines all nightand

= them until sunrise. Let’s destroy every last one of

stroys the Amalekites

One day Samuel said to Saul, “It was the Lorp who
told me to anoint you as king of his people, Israel.
sten to this message from the Lorb! 2This is what the
of Heaven's Armies has declared: I have decided to
settle accounts with the nation of Amalek for opposing Isra-
el when they came from Egypt. 3Now go and completely de-
stroy* the entire Amalekite nation—men, women, children,
babies, cattle, sheep, goats, camels, and donkeys.”

“So Saul mobilized his army at Telaim. There were
200,000 soldiers from Israel and 10,000 men from Judah.
SThen Saul and his army went to a town of the Amalekites
and lay in wait in the valley. sSaul sent this warning to the
Kenites: “Move away from where the Amalekites live, or you
=7 Saul said to the leaders, “Something’s wrong! I will die with them. For you showed kindness to all the peo-
¥ army commanders to come here. We must find ple of Israel when they came up from Egypt.” So the Kenites
- SIn was committed today. 3T vow by the name of packed up and left.
= who rescued Israel that the sinner will surely die,  7Then Saul slaughtered the Amalekites from Havilah all

> My own son Jonathan!” But no one would tell him  the way to Shur, east of Egypt. 8He captured Agag, the Ama-

= Touble was. lekite king, but completely destroyed everyone else. #Saul

- Saul said, “Jonathan and I will stand overhere,and and his men spared Agag’s life and kept the best of the

- stand over there.” sheep and goats, the cattle, the fat calves, and the lambs—

"< people responded to Saul, “Whatever you think everything, in fact, that appealed to them. They destroyed
only what was worthless or of poor quality.

~enreplied, “We’ll do whatever you think is best.”
“2 priest said, “Let’s ask God first.”

saul asked God, “Should we go after the Philistines?
- Telp us defeat them?” But God made no reply that

- Saul prayed, “O LoRrp, God of Israel, please show

* guilty and who is innocent.*” Then they cast sa-
2nd Jonathan and Saul were chosen as the guilty

- e people were declared innocent.

ul said, “Now cast lots again and choose be-

- and Jonathan.” And Jonathan was shown tobe the

The LORD Rejects Saul
1Then the Lorp said to Samuel, 1"“I am sorry that I ever
made Saul king, for he has not been loyal to me and has re-
fused to obey my command.” Samuel was so deeply moved
when he heard this that he cried out to the Lorp all night.
'?Early the next morning Samuel went to find Saul.
Someone told him, “Saul went to the town of Carmel to set
up a monument to himself; then he went on to Gilgal.”
== 2 little honey,” Jonathan admitted. “It was onlya 3When Samuel finally found him, Saul greeted him
" the end of my stick. Does that deserve death?” cheerfully. “May the Lorp bless you,” he said. “T have carried
‘onathan,” Saul said, “you must diel May God out the Lorp’s command!”
zd even kill me if you do not die for this.” '“Then what is all the bleating of sheep and goats and
"= people broke in and said to Saul, “Jonathan has the lowing of cattle I hear?” Samuel demanded.
ictory for Israel. Should he die? Far from it! '5“It’s true that the army spared the best of the sheep,
- Lorp lives, not one hair on his head will be goats, and cattle,” Saul admitted. “But they are going to sacri-
50d helped him do a great deed today.” So the fice them to the Lorp your God. We have destroyed every-

e what you have done,” Saul demanded of Jona-

Jonathan, and he was not put to death. thing else.”
~3ul called back the army from chasing the Philis- '6Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! Listen to what the
“¢ Philistines returned home. Lorp told me last night!”

“What did he tell you?” Saul asked.
17And Samuel told him, “Although you may think little of
yourself, are you not the leader of the tribes of Israel? The
Lorp has anointed you king of Israel, 18And the Lorp sent
Yyou on a mission and told you, ‘Go and completely destroy
“erever he turned, he was victorious.* 48He per- the sinners, the Amalekites, until they are all dead.’ "Why

s If the fault is with me or my son Jonathan, respond with Urim; but if the men of Israel are at fault, respond
1; Hebrew reads he acted wickedly. 14:49 Hebrew Ishvi, a variant name for Ishbosheth; also known as Esi
efers to the complete consecration of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by givir

tary Successes

= Saul had secured his grasp on Israel’s throne,
22inst his enemies in every direction—against
Edom, the kings of Zobah, and the Philis-
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haven'’t you obeyed the Lorp? Why did you rush for the
plunder and do what was evil in the Lorp’s sight?”

20“But I did obey the Lorp,” Saul insisted. “I carried out
the mission he gave me. I brought back King Agag, but I de-
stroyed everyone else. 2'Then my troops brought in the best
of the sheep, goats, cattle, and plunder to sacrifice to the
Lorp your God in Gilgal.”

22Byt Samuel replied,

“What is more pleasing to the Lorp:
your burnt offerings and sacrifices
or your obedience to his voice?

Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice,
and submission is better than offering the fat

of rams.
2 Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft,

and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols.

So because you have rejected the command of the Lorp,
he has rejected you as king.”

Saul Pleads for Forgiveness
24Then Saul admitted to Samuel, “Yes, I have sinned. I have
disobeyed your instructions and the Lorp’s command, for
was afraid of the people and did what they demanded. 25But
now, please forgive my sin and come back with me so that I
may worship the Lorp.”

26But Samuel replied, “I will not go back with you! Since
you have rejected the Lorp’s command, he has rejected you
as king of Israel.”

27As Samuel turned to go, Saul tried to hold him back and
tore the hem of his robe. 22And Samuel said to him, “The
Lorp has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has
given it to someone else—one who is better than you. 22And
he who is the Glory of Israel will not lie, nor will he change his
mind, for he is not human that he should change his mind!”

30Then Saul pleaded again, “I know I have sinned. But
please, at least honor me before the elders of my people and
before Israel by coming back with me so that I may worship
the Lorp your God.” 3'So Samuel finally agreed and went
back with him, and Saul worshiped the Lorp.

Samuel Executes King Agag
32Then Samuel said, “Bring King Agag to me.” Agag arrived
full of hope, for he thought, “Surely the worst is over, and I
have been sparedi”* 33But Samuel said, “As your sword has
killed the sons of many mothers, now your mother will be
childless.” And Samuel cut Agag to pieces before the LorRD
at Gilgal.

34Then Samuel went home to Ramah, and Saul returned
to his house at Gibeah of Saul. 35Samuel never went to meet
with Saul again, but he mourned constantly for him. And the
Lorp was sorry he had ever made Saul king of Israel.

Samuel Anoints David as King

1 6 Now the Lorp said to Samuel, “You have mourned
long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of

Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem.

Find a man named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected

one of his sons to be my king.”

2But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears
about it, he will kill me.”

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lorp replied, “and say that
you have come to make a sacrifice to the Lorb. 3Invite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to
anoint for me.”

15:32 Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version read Agag arrived hesitantly, for he thought, “Surely this is the bitterness of death.”
16:14 Or an evil spirit; also in 16:15, 16, 23.

avariant spelling of Shimea; compare 1 Chr 2:13;20:7.

4So Samuel did as the Lorp instructed. When he arri
at Bethlehem, the elders of the town came trembli
meet him. “What's wrong?” they asked. “Do you col
peace?” ‘

5“Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to®
Loro. Purify yourselves and come with,me to the sacrifi@iw
Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too.

6When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab @
thought, “Surely this is the Lorp’s anointed!” o

7But the Lorp said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appe#
ance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lorp doesn'ts
things the way you see them. People judge by outwarda
pearance, but the Lorp looks at the heart.”

8Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward
walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not
one the Lorp has chosen.” 9Next Jesse summoned Shim &
but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the Lorp has@
sen.” 1°In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were gl
sented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lorp®S
not chosen any of these.” 1"Then Samuel asked, “Are i
all the sons you have?” A

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he's omi:
the fields watching the sheep and goats.”

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will na
down to eat until he arrives.”

1280 Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome,
beautiful eyes.

And the Lorp said, “This is the one; anoint him.”

1380 as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel
the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David ¥
the oil. And the Spirit of the Lorp came powerfully i
David from that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramak

§ "

David Serves in Saul’s Court
14Now the Spirit of the Lorp had left Saul, and the Lorp
a tormenting spirit* that filled him with depression @i
fear. ‘
15Some of Saul’s servants said to him, “A tormess
spirit from God is troubling you. 16Let us find a good m
cian to play the harp whenever the tormenting spirit
bles you. He will play soothing music, and you will soa
well again.”
17“All right,” Saul said. “Find me someone who pla:
and bring him here.” ‘
180ne of the servants said to Saul, “One of Jesse’s &
from Bethlehem is a talented harp player. Not only tha
is a brave warrior, a man of war, and has good judgment
isalso a fine-looking young man, and the Lorp is with h
1980 Saul sent messengers to Jesse to say, “Send me -
son David, the shepherd.” 20]esse responded by sendingit
vid to Saul, along with a young goat, a donkey loaded
bread, and a wineskin full of wine.
2150 David went to Saul and began serving him.
loved David very much, and David became his armor bez
22Then Saul sent word to Jesse asking, “Please let B
remain in my service, for I am very pleased with him.”
2And whenever the tormenting spirit from God trouis
Saul, David would play the harp. Then Saul would feel be
and the tormenting spirit would go away.

Goliath Challenges the Israelites
17 The Philistines now mustered their army for 5
and camped between Socoh in Judah and Azekaily.
Ephes-dammim. 2Saul countered by gathering his Istas#
16:9 Hebrew Shammar.

=5 near the valley of Elah. 380 the Philistines and Israel-
-ed each other on opposite hills, with the valley be-

em.
Goliath, a Philistine champion from Gath, came

the Philistine ranks to face the forces of Israel. He was

GET

e feet* tall! SHe wore a bronze helmet, and his
oat of mail weighed 125 pounds.* 6He also wore

eg armor, and he carried a bronze javelin on his

-’The shaft of his spear was as heavy and thick as a

=TS beam,‘tipped with an iron spearhead that weighed
inds.* His armor bearer walked ahead of him carry-
nield.

th stood and shouted a taunt across to the Israel-

"y are you all coming out to fight?” he called. “I am
“llistine champion, but you are only the servants of
700se one man to come down here and fight me! 9If
s me, then we will be your slaves. But if I kill him, you
= our slaves! 1] defy the armies of Israel today! Send

qi

anwho will fight me!” 1"When Saul and the Israelites

s, they were terrified and deeply shaken.

nds David to Saul’'s Camp

David was the son of a man named Jesse, an Ephrath-
7 Bethlehem in the land of Judah. Jesse was an old

rth

at time, and he had eight sons. 13Jesse’s three old-

:—Eliab, Abinadab, and Shimea*—had alreadyjoined
=rmyto fight the Philistines. 14David was the youngest
2vd's three oldest brothers stayed with Saul’s army,

€S

id went back and forth so he could help his father
heep in Bethlehem.

orty days, every morning and evening, the Philis-

:mpion strutted in front of the Israelite army.

day Jesse said to David, “Take this basket* of

_ grain and these ten loaves of bread, and carry them

to

your brothers. 18And give these ten cuts of cheese

© captain. See how your brothers are getting along,

5

ng back a report on how they are doing.*” '9David’s

vere with Saul and the Israelite army at the valley

. fighting against the Philistines.

David left the sheep with another shepherd and set
v the next morning with the gifts, as Jesse had di-
“im. He arrived at the camp just as the Israelite army

ng for the battlefield with shouts and battle cries.
the Israelite and Philistine forces stood facing each
my against army. 22David left his things with the

)t supplies and hurried out to the ranks to greet his

5. ZAs he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philis-

2mpion from Gath, came out from the Phili
nen David heard him shout his usual taunt to
[srael.

oonas the Israelite army saw him, they began torun
"~ {Tight. 25“Have you seen the giant?” the men asked.
s out each day to defy Israel. The king has offered

"zward to anyone who kills him. He will give that man

daughters for a wife, and the man’s entire family

Ais

=xempted from paying taxes!”

1d

asked the soldiers standing nearby, “What will a

for killing this Philistine and ending his defiance of
/ho is this pagan Philistine anyway, that he is al-

El
J

efy the armies of the living God?”
hese men gave David the same reply. They said

q

*is the reward for killing him.”

- when David’s oldest brother, Eliab, heard David
‘0 the men, he was angry. “What are you doing
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6 cubits and 1span [which totals about 9.75 feet or 3 meters); Dead Sea Scro
17:7 Hebrew 60¢
17:17 Hebrew ephah [20 quarts or 22 lit

17:5 Hebrew 5,000 shekels [57 kilograms).
mea; compare 1 Chr 2:13;20:7.
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he Lorp instructed. When he ammll i ~=ar the valley of Elah. 3So the Philistines and Israel- around here anyway?” he demanded.‘ “What about those
ders of the town came trembi ke < each other on opposite hills, with the valley be- few sheep you're supposed to be taking care of? I know

Tong?” they asked. “Do you c@ i e, about your pride and deceit. You just want to see the battle!”

~ Goliath, a Philistine champion from Gath, came 2*"Whathave I done now?” David replied. “Iwas only ask-
lizd. “I have come to sacrifice TSl = Philistine ranks to face the forces of Israel. He was ing a question!” 30He walked over to some others and asked
=5 and come with me to the sace - ire feet* talll SHe wore a bronze helmet, and his them the same thing and received the same answer. *'Then
1ed the purification rite for JessEm -2t of mail weighed 125 pounds.* 6He also wore David’s question was reported to King Saul, and the king
1em to the sacrifice, too. i =2 armor, and he carried a bronze javelin on his sent for him.

d. Samuel took one look at Eli
s the Lorp’s anointed!” ;
Samuel, “Don’t judge by his zm8
zve rejected him. The Lorp does
= them. People judge by of
o looks at the heart.”

is son Abinadab to step forwa
zel. But Samuel said, “This is: L
sen.” INext Jesse summoned Sit

"The shaft of his spear was as heavy and thick as a
~eam, tipped with an iron spearhead that weighed David Kills Goliath
=5.* His armor bearer walked ahead of him carry- 32Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I'll go

d fight him!”

" stood and shouted a taunt across to the Israel- 33“Don't be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you
are you all coming out to fight?” he called. “Iam can fight this Philistine and possibly win! You're only a boy,
ne champion, but you are only the servants of and he’s been a man of war since his youth.”

*2 one man to come down here and fight me! 9If ~ 34Byt David persisted. “I have been taking care of my fa-
= then we will be your slaves. But if I kill him, you ther’s sheep and goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear

ther is this the one the Lora & - slaves! 1] defy the armies of Israel today! Send comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 351 go after it with a "
=y all seven of Jesse’s sons o will fight me!” 1"When Saul and the Israelites cluband rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns
+ Samuel said to Jesse, “The “hey were terrified and deeply shaken. onme, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. 36T have done
se.” 1"Then Samuel asked. “27= this to both lions and bears, and I'll do it to this pagan Philis-
" ~ds David to Saul’s Camp tine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God!

sungest,” Jesse replied. “But !
e sheep and goats.”

once,” Samuel said. “We wil
rives.”

He was dark and hangsa

2 was the son of aman named Jesse, an Ephrath- 37The Lorp who rescued me from the claws of the lion and
=lehem in the land of Judah. Jesse was an old the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!”
- “me, and he had eight sons. 13esse’s three old- ~ Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he said. “And H’
~--2b, Abinadab, and Shimea*—had alreadyjoined may the Lorp be with you!”
‘0 fight the Philistines. “David was the youngest 38Then Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze helmet
- * three oldest brothers stayed with Saul’s army, - and a coat of mail. 3David put it on, strapped the sword over
- wentback and forth so he could help his father it, and took a step or two to see what it was like, for he had

“This is the one; anoint him."

ere among his brothers, Samms 22D in Bethlehem. never worn such things before.
> had brought and anointeg & v days, every morning and evening, the Philis- “Ican’tgo in these,” he protested to-Saul. “I'm not used to
1 of the LorD came powe ; on strutted in front of the Israelite army. them.” So David took them off again. “He picked up five
7. Then Samuel returned o S =1 Jesse said to David, “Take this basket* of smooth stones from a stream and put them into his shep-

- and these ten loaves of bread, and carry them herd’s bag. Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and
-ur brothers. 18And give these ten cuts of cheese sling, he started across the valley to fight the Philistine.
n. See how your brothers are getting along,  “1Goliath walked out toward David with his shield bearer
< areport on how they are doing.*” 'David’s ahead of him, 42sneering in contempt at this ruddy-faced i
=¢ with Saul and the Israelite army at the valley boy.43“AmIadog,” he roared at David, “that you come at me .ﬁ
servants said to him, “A & | “7ng against the Philistines. with astick?” And he cursed David by the names of his gods.
ubling you. '6Let us ﬁn@a < left the sheep with another shepherd and set 44“Come over here, and I'll give your flesh to the birds and
whenever the tormenting = next morning with the gifts, as Jesse had di- wild animals!” Goliath yelled.
soothing music, and you ~earrived at the camp just as the Israelite army  45David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with
_g or the battlefield with shouts and battle cries. sword, Spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of
zid. “Find me someone wiir I u' rzelite and Philistine forces stood facing each - the Lorb of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Isra-
2gainst army. 22David left his things with the el, whom you have defied. 4Today the Lozp will conquer
s and hurried out to the ranks to greet his you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will
*< he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philis- give the dead bodies of your men ds and wild ani-
0 from Gath, came out from the Philistine mals, and the whole world ¥ t there is a God in
“avid heard him shout his usual taunt to the Israell #7And everyone assembled here will know that the
Loro rescues his people, but not with sword and spear. This
= theIsraelite army saw him, they begantorun is the Lorp's battle, and he will give you to us”
~ #"Have you seen the giant?” the men asked. “¢As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out
- each day to defy Israel. The king has offered to meet him. “#*Reaching into his shepherd’s bag and taking
- loanyone whokills him. He will give thatman  out a stone, he hurled it with his sling and hit the Philistine
z_ghters for a wife, and the man’s entire family in the forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath stumbled
-ted from paying taxes!” and fell face down on the ground.
=d the soldiers standing nearby, “What willa 5080 David triumphed over the Philistine with only a sling
ng this Philistine and ending his defiance of and a stone, for he had no sword. S'Then David ran over and
: this pagan Philistine anyway, that he is al- pulled Goliath’s sword from its sheath. David used it to kill
Te armies of the living God?” him and cut off his head.
= men gave David the same reply. They said,
= reward for killing him.” Israel Routs the Philistines
X vid's oldest brother, Eliab, heard David When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they
ween Socoh in Judas &t he was angry. “What are you doing turned and ran. 52Then the men of Israel and Judah gave a

i countered by gathermg and 1span [which totals about 9.75 feet or 3 meters}; Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version read 4 cubits and 1span [which totals about
srmess of death” 16:9 Hitrew e 17:5 Hebrew 5,000 shekels [57 kilograms).  17:7 Hebrew 600 shekels [6.8 kilograms]. 17:13 Hebrew Shammah, a variant
. Tpare 1Chr 2:13;20:7. 17:17 Hebrew ephah [20 quarts or 22 liters).  17:18 Hebrew and take their pledge.

ul’s Court
= LorD had left Saul, and te s
that filled him with deprzsm

s said to Saul, “One of |
alented harp player. Not
an of war, and has good.
ung man,and the Loro
sengers to Jesse to say, ‘S
rd.” 20]esse responded o
1 a young goat, a donkey &8
full of wine. 3
0 Saul and began sermg i

ormenting spirit from e
he harp. Then Saul wenis
irit would go away.
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g :"aISSaves David's Life slight
| n Saul sent troops to watch David's house. The e
_‘ k]l)ll [_)ayld \_Nhen he came out the next mornirz,gwglrlet ten“)’,’})}
L avid's wife, warned him, “If you don't escape to- your f:

you will be dead by morning.” 12So she helped him . "“C‘

. out through_ a window, and he fled and escaped. the

-n she took an idol* and put it in his bed, covered it with pro)r/nvﬁ

great shout of triumph and rushed after the Philistines, chas- 18"Who am I, and what is my family in Israel that I sho
ing them as far as Gath* and the gates of Ekron. The bodies be the king's son-in-law?” David exclaimed. “My fat
of the dead and wounded Philistines were strewn allalong familyisnothing!” 1950* when the time came for Saul tog
the road from Shaaraim, as far as Gath and Ekron. 53Thenthe his daughter Merab in marriage to David, he gave her®
Israelite army returned and plundered the deserted Philis- stead to Adriel, a man from Meholah.

tine camp. $4(David took the Philistine’s head to Jerusalem, 20[p the meantime, Saul's daughter Michal had fallend
love with David, and Saul was delighted when he hea

but he stored the man’s armor in his own tent.)

s5As Saul watched David go out to fight the Philistine, he about it. 21“Here’s another chance to see him killed by plnicets, and put a cushion of goat’s hair at its head.

asked Abner, the commander of his army, “Abner, whose Philistines!” Saul said to himself. But to David he said, ® Vhen the troops came to arrest David, she told them h g
day you have a second chance to become my son-in-lawf ck and couldn't get out of bed. / ¢ :ggallg

son is this young man?”

“I really don’t know,” Abner declared.

ss“Well, find out who he is!” the king told him.

s7As soon as David returned from killing Goliath, Abne:
brought him to Saul with the Philistine’s head still in his

O o told his men to say to David, “The king el »EAJt Saul sent the troops back to get David. He ordered, an
him to me in his bed so I can kill him!” 16But wher[ killgrnzg

likes you, and so do we. Why don’t you accept the King
r fer and become his son-in-law?” #i= “ame to carry David out, they discovered that i
315 g 1 atitwasonly tl
2ol in the bed with a cushion of goat’s hair at its head. 4 IE:YL;;

2When Saul’s men said these things to David, he rep o
“How can a poor man from a humble family afford the b Why have you betrayed me like this and let my enemy 1 live. |

hand. 58“Tell me about your father, young man,” Saul said.

And David replied, “His name is Jesse, and we live in Beth-  price for the daughter of aking?” ! 0e?” Saul demanded of Michal. :

lehern.” 24When Saul’s men reported this back to the king, 2 nad to,” Michal replied. “He threatened to kill me if I b
told them, “Tell David that all I want for the bride pric=" © nelp him.” BARL o EES;

100 Philistine foreskins! Vengeance on my enemies i$ 0 David escaped and went to "
met really want.” But what Saul had in mind was that Da#“ "¢ fold him all that Saul had donlezign ﬁlhmt OT;eeenSSZmUdl’ b e
iate would be killed in the fight. 8i: David with him to live at Naioth. 1“’Wh'en the rmue s
26David was delighted to accept the offer. Before the = =d Saul that David was at Naioth in Ramah, ZOheeport thaf; Ly
day on Saul kept David with him and wouldr’t lethim return  limit expired, #/he and his men went out and killed 2008 10 capture him. But when they arrived and saw Sa:r?m o
home. 3And Jonathan made a solemn pact with David, be- listines. Then David fulfilled the king’s requirement by 2ding a group of prophets who were prophesyin; t#_ bmognf
cause he loved him as he loved himself. 4Jonathan sealed the senting all their foreskins to him. So Saul gave his daug®' of God came upon Saul’s men, and they alsos{;le o e e s
pact by taking off his robe and giving it to David, together Michal to David to be his wife. #ooesy. 27When Saul heard what had happened, htéan o the Ela(
with his tunic, sword, bow, and belt. 28When Saul realized that the Lorp was with David roops, but they, too, prophesied! The same thlin ﬁent N
sWhatever Saul asked David to do, David did it success- how much his daughter Michal loved him, 2°Saul bec# - 2 third time. 22Finally, Saul himself went to Rg ap}; s
fully. So Saul made him a commander over the men of war, even more afraid of him, and he remained David's en “Tived at the great well in Secu. “Where are Samu almad W-IH ser
an appointment that was welcomed by the people and Saul's  for the rest of his life. 7" he demanded. eland. s, X
officers alike. 30Every time the commanders of the Philistines attad# <Y are at Naioth in Ramah,” someone told him LF)RDAI“
6When the victorious Israelite army was returning home David was more successful against them than all the rest -Jt on the way to Naioth in Ramah the Spirit of Gi i
after David had killed the Philistine, women from all the Saul's officers. So David's name became very famous. & - <"1 ?ﬁf)zn HSaul, and he, too, began to prophes)’oall t?lg ‘shgrllld%z
& Naioth! “He tore off his clothes and lay naked i
b all day and all night, prophesying in tt){e presegget 2? pr(;rgg(

towns of Israel came out to meet King Saul. They sang and
* 7This was Saul Tries to Kill David

Saul Becomes Jealous of David

1 8 After David had finished talking with Saul, he
Jonathan, the king’s son. There was an immed

bond between them, for Jonathan loved David. 2From that

danced for joy with tambourines and cymbals. T
their song: 9 Saul now urged his servants and his son Jonatha® -=\. The people who were watching exclaimed, “

sSaul has killed his thousands 1 assassinate David. But Jonathan, because offf = Saul a prophet?” & ed, “What? moon f

and David his ten thousan dsl" strong affection for David, 2t0ld him what his father# E,suil P

' planning, “Tomorrow morning,” he warned him, “yous=-"an Helps David ; ;;:u]ag

0 %i\;ish;?vx vt}gdtfgom II\(Iiaioth in Ramah and found himself
7 2 at have I done?” he exclaimed. “Wh:

rime? How have I offi Hotass Newah

g ended your father that he is so gext %a!
T 4, 1 7, e

’ {te Sarllv(\)/zta )tfglJtEIll Jonathan protested. “You're not going 28]01?

ells me everything he’s going to do, even |

e Sl 2 0 to Be

(e things. I kn_ow my father wouldn't hide something 1gn a fB;

s from me. It just isn't so!” Sogplea
S

8This made Saul very angry. “What's this?” he said.“They find a hiding place out in the fields. 3I'll ask my father§
credit David with ten thousands and me with only thou- out there withme, and I'll talk to him about you. Then

sands. Next they'll be making him their king!” °So from that you everything I can find out.”
time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. 4The next morning Jonathan spoke with his fathera
10The very next day a tormenting spirit* from God over- David, saying many good things about him. “The king &
whelmed Saul, and he began to rave in his house likeamad- notsin againsthis servant David,” Jonathan said. “He'sT '
man. David was playing the harp, as he did each day. But doneanything toharmyou. He has always helped youll
Saul had a spear in his hand, 11and he suddenly hurled itat way he could. Have you forgotten about the time he
David, intending to pin him to the wall. But David escaped his life tokill the Philistine giant and how the LorD br@ n David took an oath before Jonathan and said, isn’
him twice. a great victory to all Israel as a result? You were cerig" ‘ather knows perfectly well about our friendshi i 1sn3£her
12§aul was then afraid of David, for the LorD waswithDa- happy about it then. Why should you murder an innal = said to himself, ‘T won'’t tell Jonathan—why sh lpigo Sa}?].
vid and had turned away from Saul. '3Finally, Saul sent him man like David? There is no reason foritatalll” m? But I swear to you that 1am only a step aywayoflior; e
I'swear it by the Lorp and by your own soul!” igﬁrw 1?12

away and appointed him commander over 1,000 men, and 6S0 Saul listened to Jonathan and vowed, “As surelya®
Lorb lives, David will not be killed.” e me whatIcandotohelpyou,” Jonathan exclaimed. never b
=1d replied, “Tomorrow we celebrate the new moo{q 325B1§

David faithfully led his troops into battle.
14David continued to succeed in everything he did, for  7Afterward Jonathan called David and told him wha !
happened. Then he brought David to Saul, and David s# = I'e always eaten with the king on this occasion, but his fath

— ’ {

the Lorp was with him. 'sWhen Saul recognized this, he be-
care even more afraid of him. 16But all Israel and Judah in the court as before. ow I'll hide in the field and stay there until th
loved David because he was so successful at leading his 8War broke out again after that, and David led hist ** the third day. sIf your father asks where I arsle’:l ell st
troops into battle. against the Philistines. He attacked them with such fu® = \'?d permission to go home to Bethlehem for ar{ - rea3llzed
they all ran away. zmily sqcrifice, 7If he says, ‘Fine!' you will know ﬁ“}' Tone
9But one day when Saul was sitting at home, with sp# -~ if he isangry and loses his temper, you will knoa h1 > = tha,t :
170ne day Saul said to David, “T am ready to give you my hand, the tormenting spirit* from the LorD suddenly® =mined to kill me. 8Show me this loylfalty asm s»:/N . fat?ser o
older daughter, Merab, as your wife. But firstyoumustprove upon him again. As David played his harp, 1°Saul hurlg*=—'or we made a solemn pact before the Lom)zo ?(rﬁ s
yourself to be a real warrior by fighting the Lorp's battles.” spear at David. But David dodged out of the way, and & - rself if I have sinned against your father. But plza;e gg’esgi'ltdl
rows as I

For Saul thought, “I'll send him out against the Philistines the spear stuck in the wall, he fled and escaped inf§ selrayme, to him!”
er!” Jonathan exclaimed. “Youknow thatif Thad the arrow be

and let them kill him rather than doing it myself.” night.
=orew teraphim; alsoin 19:16.  20:16 Hebrew with the house of David. 20:191

18:6 The type of instrument represented by the word cymbals is uncertain. 18:10 (* v P 4
7 Greek version; Hebrew reads with Jonathan standing.  20:30 Hebrew You son

David Marries Saul’s Daughter

17:52 As in some Greek manuscripts; Hebrew reads a valley.
evil spirit. 18:19OrBut. 1 9:9 Or evil spirit.
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nal Saves David'’s Life

> kill David when he came out the next morning. But
=\, David's wife, warned him, “If you don't escape to-

- out through a window, and he fled and escaped.
" she took an idol* and put it in his bed, covered it with
=1s,and put a cushion of goat’s hair at its head.

= Nim to me in his bed so I can kill him!” 16But when

o

" Z2vid now fled from Naioth in Ramah and found
= “onathan. “What have I done?” he exclaimed. “What

page175...1 SAMUEL 20

slightest notion my father was planning to kill you, I would
tell you at once.”

1°Then David asked, “How will I know whether or not
your father is angry?”

"“Come out to the field with me,” Jonathan replied. And
they went out there together. 12Then Jonathan told David, “I
promise by the Lorb, the God of Israel, that by this time to-
morrow, or the next day at the latest, I will talk to my father
and let you know at once how he feels about you. If he
speaks favorably about you, I will let you know. 13But if he is
angry and wants you killed, may the Lorb strike me and even
kill me if I don't warn you so you can escape and live. May
the Lorp be with you as he used to be with my father. 14And
may you treat me with the faithful love of the Lorp as longas
Llive. But if I die, 'Streat my family with this faithful love,

7 Saul sent troops to watch David’s house. They were

“ou will be dead by morning.” 1250 she helped him

Ten the troops came to arrest David, she told them he
“<and couldn’t get out of bed.
- Saul sent the troops back to get David. He ordered,

“me to carry David out, they discovered that it was only
N the bed with a cushion of goat’s hair at its head.
"y have you betrayed me like this and let my enemy

” Saul demanded of Michal. even when the Lorp destroys all your enemies from the face
=1 t0,” Michal replied. “He threatened to kill me if I of the earth.”
~elp him.”

1650 Jonathan made a solemn pact with David * saying,
“May the Lorp destroy all your enemies!” 77And Jonathan
made David reaffirm his vow of friendship again, for Jona-
than loved David as he loved himself.

'8Then Jonathan said, “Tomorrow we celebrate the new
moon festival. You will be missed when your place at the ta-
ble is empty. 19The day after tomorrow, toward evening, goto
the place where you hid before, and wait there by the stone
pile.* 20T will come out and shoot three arrows to the side of
the stone pile as though I were shooting at a target. 2'Then I
will send a boy to bring the arrows back. If you hear me tell
him, ‘They're on this side; then youwillknow, as surely as the
Lorolives, that all is well, and there is no trouble, 22But if Itell
him, ‘Go farther—the arrows are still ahead of you,” then it
will mean that you must leave immediately, for the Lorp is
sending you away. 2And may the Lorp make us keep our
promises to each other, for he has witnessed them.”

2450 David hid himself in the field, and when the new
moon festival began, the king sat down to eat. 5He sat at his

David escaped and went to Ramah to see Samuel,
“0ld him all that Saul had done to him. Then Samuel
=1d with him to live at Naioth. YWhen the report
- Saul that David was at Naioth in Ramah, 20he sent
J Capture him. But when they arrived and saw Samu-
"2 a group of prophets who were prophesying, the
“ God came upon Saul’s men, and they also began to
#'When Saul heard what had happened, he sent
~20ps, but they, too, prophesied! The same thing hap-
- third time. 22Finally, Saul himself went to Ramah
~vedat the great well in Secu. “Where are Samuel and
ne demanded.

=" are at Naioth in Ramah,” someone told him.

-~ on the way to Naioth in Ramah the Spirit of God
=N upon Saul, and he, too, began to prophesy all the
aloth! 24He tore off his clothes and lay naked on the

- zll day and all night, prophesying in the presence of
The people who were watching exclaimed, “What?

Saul a prophet?” usual place against the wall, with Jonathan sitting opposite
him* and Abner beside him. But David's place was empty.
“2n Helps David 2Saul didn't say anything about it that day, for he said to

himself, “Something must have made David ceremonially
unclean.” 7But when David’s place was empty again the
next day, Saul asked Jonathan, “Why hasn’t the son of Jesse
been here for the meal either yesterday or today?”
28Jonathan replied, “David earnestly asked me if he could
8o to Bethlehem. 2°He said, ‘Please let me go, for we are hav-
ing a family sacrifice. My brother demanded that I'be there.
So please let me get away to see my brothers.’ That's why he
isn't here at the king’s table.”
30Saul boiled with rage at Jonathan. “You stupid son of a
whore!"* he swore at him. “Do you think I don’t know that
youwant him to be king in your place, shaming yourself and
your mother? 31As long as that son of Jesse is alive, you'll
never be king. Now go and get him so I can kill him!”
32“But why should he be put to death?” Jonathan asked
his father. “What has he done?” 33Then Saul hurled his
Spear at Jonathan, intending to kill him. So at last Jonathan
realized that his father was really determined to kill David.
34Jonathan left the table in fierce anger and refused to eat
on that second day of the festival, for he was crushed by his
father’s shameful behavior toward David.
35The next morning, as agreed, Jonathan went out into
the field and took a young boy with him to gather his arrows.
36¢“Start running,” he told the boy, “so you can find the ar-
rows as I shoot them.” So the boy ran, and Jonathan shot an
‘onathan exclaimed. “You know that if Thad the arrow beyond him. 3’When the boy had almost reached the

“aohim;alsoin 19:16.  20:16 Hebrew with the house of David. ~ 20:19 Hebrew the stone Ezel. The meaning of the He!
ersion; Hebrew reads with Jonathan standing.  20:30 Hebrew You son of a perverse and rebellious woman

me? How have I offended your father that he is S0

~ed to kill me?”

“s not true!” Jonathan protested. “You're not going
= always tells me everything he’s going to do, even
—ings. I know my father wouldn’t hide something
Tomme. It just isn’t so!”

* David took an oath before Jonathan and said,

“er knows perfectly well about our friendship, so

2 to himself, ‘T won'’t tell Jonathan—why should I

" Butl swear to you thatI am only a step away from

it by the Lorp and by your own soul!”

= whatI can do to help you,” Jonathan exclaimed.

“=plied, “Tomorrow we celebrate the new moon

= always eaten with the king on this occasion, but

I'hide in the field and stay there until the eve-

third day. 6If your father asks where I am, tell

rmission to go home to Bethlehem for an an-
fice. 7If he says, ‘Fine!’ you will know all is
= 1s angry and loses his temper, you will know he

“ed to kill me. 8Show me this loyalty as my sworn

~ we made a solemn pact before the Lorn—or kill

fThave sinned against your father. But please
me to him!”




