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those who hate and persecute you. 8Then you will again
obey the LoRD and keep all his commands that I am giving
you today.

e"The Lono your God will then make you successful in
ever),thing you do. He will give you many children and nu-
merous livestock, and he will cause your fields to produce
abundant harvests, for the LoRD will again delight in being
good to you as he was to your ancestors. toThe Lono youi
God will delight in you if you obey his voice and keep the
commands and decrees \4Titten in this Book of Instruction,
and if you turn to the LoRD your God with all your heart and
soul.

discouraged, for the Lono will personally go ahead of
will be with you; he vÿill neither fail you nor abandon

you.

Public Reading of the Book of Instruction
eSo Moses wrote this entire bodv of instruction in a
and gave it to the priests, who carried the Ark of the
Covenant, and to the elder§ of Israel. loThen Moses
them this command: "At the end of
Year of Release, dudng the Festival
read this Book
they assemble
chooses. r2call them all together-men, women,

The Choice of Life or Death
rr"This command I am giving you today

your
is not too difficull and carefully obey all the terms of these instructions.

this so that your chilùen
structions will hear them

who have not known these

and the foreigners liüng in your towns-so they
this Book of instruction and learn to fearthe LoRD

against them. I will abandon them, hiding my face
them, and theywill be devoured. Terrible trouble will
down on them, and on that day they\ /ill say,,These
have come down on us because God is no longer
r6At that time I \.vill hide my face from them on
all the evil they commit by worshiping other gods.

the food they want, and become fat. But will

for you to understand, and it is not beyond your reach. r2It is
notkept in heaven, so distant thatyou must ask,'Who will go
up to heaven and bring it down so we can hear it and obÿ,
13lt is not kept beyond the sea, so far away that you must ask,
'Who will cross the sea to bringit to us so we can hear it and
obe12' reNo,,ha *essage is very close at hand; it is on your
lips and in your heart so that you can obey it.

15"Now listen! Today I am giving you a choice between
life and death, between prosperity and disaster. l6For I com-
mand you this dayto love the LoRD your God and to keep his
commards, deoees, and regulations by walking in his ways.
If you 

99 this, you will live and multiply, and the Lono your
God will bless you and the land you are about to enterand
occupy.

17"But if your heart tums away and you refuse to listen,
and if you are drawn away to serve and worship other gods,
16then I warn you now that you tÿill certainly be desÛôyed.
You willnot live a long,good life in the landyou are crossing
the ,ordan to occupy.

re"Today I have given you the choice between life and
death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven
and earth to \.ÿitness the choice you make. Oh, that you
would càoose life, so that you and your descendants might
live! :oYou can make this choice by loüng the LoRD yôur
cod, obeying him, and committing yourself firmly to irim.
This* is the key to your life. And if you love and obey t}te
Lono, you will live long in the land the Lonn swore to give
your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob."

loshua Becomes lsrael's Leader
2 7 When Moses had finished giving these instructions+
J, lo all the people of Israel, zhe said, "l am now
1 20 years old, and I am no longer able to lead you. The Lono
has told me,'You will not cross the Jordan River., 3But the

and will learn to fear the
yor.rr God. Do this as long as you live in the land you
crossing the |ordan to occupy."

lsrael's Disobedience Predicted
l4Then the LoRD said to Moses, "The time has come
to die. Call Joshua and present at theyourselves

him there.cle,* so that I may commission " So Moses
Joshua went and presented themselves at the
lsAnd the LoRD appeared to them in a pillar of cloud
stood at the entrance to the sacred tent.

l6The LoRD said to Moses, "You are about to die

destroy
of their

Lono your God himselfwill cross over ahead of you. He will
swore to give them."

22So that very day Moses wrote down the words
the nations living there, and you üll take possession song and taught it to the Israelites.
Iand. Joshua will Ieadyou across the river, iust as the 23Then the LoRD commissioned loshua son of Nun

LoRD promised. these words: "Be strong and
the people of Israel into the

courageous, for you must
land I swore to give them.

be with you."
2aWhen Moses had finished wilting this entire

instruction in a book, zshe gave this command to
ütes who carried the Ark oithe LonD's Covenant:
this Book of Instruction and place it beside the Ark
Covenant of the LoRD your

a'The Lono will destroy the nations living in the }and, iust
as he destroyed Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites.
sThe Loru will hand over to you the people who live there,
andyou must deal\,ÿith them as I have commandedvou. oSo

be strongand courageous! Do notbe afraidand do nôtpanic
before them. Forthe LoRD your God u/ill personallygo ahead
of you. He will neither fail you nor abandon you.,,

zThen Moses called for foshua, and as all Israel watched,
he said to him, "Be strong and courageous! For you will lead
these people into the land that the LoRD swore to their an-

\,vitness against the people
bellious and stubborn you are. Even now, while I
alive and am here with you, you have rebelled

cestors he would give them. you are the one who will divide Lono. How much
it among them as their $ants of land. aDo not be afraid or death!

more rebellious will you be

3ot2ootHe.3l:lAsinDeadseascmllsandG.eekversion;Maso.eticTextreadsMoseswentand.spoke- 3ltl4]HebrewTentojMeeting;alsoin3

I

riowsummon allthe elders and officials of your
-.-r I can speak to them directly and call heavr- 0 vr'itness against them. 2eI know that after m)

ll become utterly corrupt and will turn from th
. rmmanded you to follow. in the days to come
. come down on you, for you will do what 1s evi
, sight, making him very angry with your actiol]

. Song of Moses
. loses recited this entire song publicly to the asl
. el:

i ) "listen,Oheavens,andlwillspeak!
- L Hear, O earth, the words that I say!

' ..y teaching fall on you like rain;
it my speech settle like dew.
ny words fall like rain on tender $ass,
.ke gentle showers on young plants.
i proclaim the name of the LoRD;

-.rv glorious is our God!
s the Rock; his deeds are perfect.

:rerything he does is iust and fair.
. s a faithful God who does no wrong;

- ow ,ust and upright he is!

: they have acted corruptly toward him;
.. ren they act so perversely,
:hey really his children?*
.le)/ are a deceitful and twisted generation.

-,'s the way you repay the LoRD,
ru foolish and senseless people?
he your Father who created you?

-;rs he not made you and established yôu?
- ember the days of long ago;
-,tnk about the generations past.
\ our father, and he will inform you.

rquire of your elders, and they will tell you.
:n the Most High asslgned lands to the nations
' hen he divided up the human race,
:stablished the boundaries of the peoples
.:cording to the number in his heaveniy court.+

: the people of Israel belong to the Lono;
,cob is his special possession.
rund them in a desert land,

-, an empty, howling wasteland.
, ,ürrounded them and watched over them;
-. guarded them as he would guard his own

eyes.*
, ln eagle that rouses her chicks

, rd hovers over her young,
'. spread his wings to take them up

d carried them safely on his pinions.
,, LoRD alone gxided them;

ry followed no foreign gods.
.t them ride over the highlands

, rd feast on the crops of the fields.
.]ourished them rvith honey from the rock

. rd olive oil frcm the stony ground.
':d them yogurt from the herd
.:.d milk from the flock,

tether wilh the fat ol lambs.
.aVe them choice rams from Bashan, and goats,
rgether with the choicest wheat.
lrank the finest wine,
,de from the iuice oI grapes.
reaning of the Hebrew is uncefiain. 32i8 As jn Dead Sea t

: the angels of Gad: Masoretlc Text reads fhe n mbet of the st-.nilor lsrdel. 32:22ïeûe\olshpol 32:31 Iherear
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theLonowill \owsummon allthe elders and officials ofyourtribes, r5 "But Israel+ soon became fat:, ir'ill neither fail you nor .,t I can speak to them direc§ and call heaven and

: :riests, who carried the Ark of the
-ommanded you
i come down on

to follow. In the days to come, disas-
you, foryou will do what is evil in the

, ::,e elders of Israel. loThen Moses . sight, making him very angry }Vith your actions.,,

ffi
g of the Book of lnstruction

.o witness against them. 2eI know that after my death
plump, and stuffed!
God who had made them;

. :-:ris entire body of instÏuction
:il become utterly corrupt and will turn from the way I they made light of the Rock of their salvation.

the people grew hea!ry,
Then they abandoned the

r6 They stirred up his jealousy byworshiping foreign
gods;

theyprovoked his fury
17 They offered sacrifices to

and unruly;

with detestable deeds.
demons, which are not God,

:r.J "-{t the end of
::ring the Festival

: :r'.strxction to all the
.:,i:e the LoRD your

-1:r all together-men, women, r8 You neglected the Rock who had fathered you;
you forgot the God who had given you birth.

re "The LoRD savr' this and drew back,

"^ ., 
p.9yo.|eq.!o gnger bv his own sons and daughters.

zo He said,'Iwill abandon them;
then see $'hat becomes of them.

For they are a hr,rsted generation,
childrel h'thour,nle$iR.

2r The) have rou.\ed mv iealousy bv worshiping things that
are not God;

they have provoked my anger with their useless
idols.

Now I will rouse their jealousy through people who are
not even a people;

I \.{iill provoke their anger through the foolish
Gentiles.

zz For my anger blazes forth like fire

- and bums to the depths of the grave.*
It devours the earth and all its crops

and ignites the foundations of the mountains.
23 I will heap disasters upon them

and shoot them down with mv arrows.
24 I wlll weaken them with famine,

burning fever, and deadlv disease.
I }^/ill send the fangs of u/ild beasts

and poisonous snakes that glide in the dust.
2s Outside, the sword will bring death,

and inside, terror will strike
both young men and young women,

both infants and the aged.
ro I would have annihilaled them,

wiping out even the memory of them.
2/ But I feared the taunt of Israel,; enerny,

who might misunderstand and say,
"Our own power has triumphedl

The Lono had nothing to do \ rith thisl,,,
28 "But Israel is a senseless nation;

the people are fcolish, wjthout understanding.
2e Oh, that they were wise and could understand tËisl

Oh, that they mlght knolv their fate!
:o How could one person chase a thousand of them,

and two people put ten thousand to flight,
unless their Rock had sold them,

- unless the Lono had given them up?
1r Bul lhe rock of ourenemies is not likeour Rock,

as even they recognize.*
12 Their vine grows from the üne of Sodom,

from the üneFrds of GomolTah.
Their grapes are poison,

and their clusters are bitter.
3: Their wine is the venom of serpents,

the deadly poison of cobras.

Song of Moses to gods they had not knolÿn before,roses recited this entire song publicly to the assembly to newgods only recently arrived,

I "Listen, O heâvens, and I will speak!
to gods their ancestors had never feared.

,:' :iing in
. - -:ttn and

towns-so they

. , 3ll the terms of these instructions. .etmy speech setfle
: . rildren who have nof known
.:: them and will learn to fear

to fear the

is as long as you live in the land
iir, to occupy."

rdience Predicted
i:.1 ic .\,1oses, "The time has come

Hear, O earth, the words that I sayl
ny teâching fall on.you likerain;

like dew.

your
learn

present
?I C0mmlssron
: ::.sented themselves at the
:::.ared to them in a pillar of
4ce to the saüed tent.
a.l to Moses, 'ifou are about to die

:1.:üonme andbreakmy

,: . :e devoured. Terrible
.- : : : that day they \.ÿill
::, rs because God is no

.u.-. ride my face from them on

;rE r:heir ancestors-a land
i:.::e theywillbecome
l:.. and become fat. But they
.":,i :hey will despise me and

for it
,: descendants. I know the
n nox'before they have
:]n.'
ü.r \1oses wrote down the

I ir ihe Israelites.
:i: ommissioned Joshua son

=::g and courageous,
:: .r.io the land I Swore

,: :.arj frnished writing this
]cok, 25he gave this
: .r. Ark of the
:-r:ron and piace it
lJ.n rour God, so
:-^.: Deople of Israel. 27For I

lcrl:n you are, Even now,
. t r'.th you, you have
:i, nore rebellious will you

.r.i 31 l

ny words fall like rain on tender $ass,
.ie gentle shovr'ers on young planis.
. proclaim the name of the LoRD;
,.w glorious is our God!
! the Rôck; his deeds are perfect.

: , e0/thing he does is just and fair.
, a faithful God who does no urong;
-ir,,ust and upright he is!

,ney have acted corruptly tov/ard him;
ren they act so perversely,
rey really his children?*

' .y are a deceitful and t!ÿisted generation.' ) ihewayyou repaythe LoRD,
.l ioolish and senseless people?
re your Father who created you?

:! he noi made you and established you?
rnber the days of long ago;
- \ about the generations past.
tur father, and he will inform you.
tire oI your elders, and they \a/il] tell you.
rhe Most Htgh assigned Iands to theîttions,'.:n he divided up the human race,

iblished the boundaries of the peoples
Jrding to the number in his heàvenly court.+

re people of Israel belong to the Lono;
: is his special possession.
nd them in a desert land,

empty, howling \{asteland.
:ounded them and watched over them;
-arded them as he would guard his orÿn

eagle that rouses her chicks
-.overs over her young,
::ead his wings to take them up

.rried them safely on his piniôns.
, : alone gxided them;

:ilowed no foreign gods.
n ride over the highlands

.:st on the crops of the fields.
ri.ted them wth honey from the rock
i e oil from the stony ground.

-:m vogl]rt from the herd
k from the llock,

-: with rhe fat of lambs.
'-:m choice rams from Bashan, and goats,

.\ i th I he choicesl wheat.
. :he finest\^/ine,

,,:n the iuice ofgrapes.
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him there.'

to
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D E UTERO N O MY 33 ... pose t2s

34 "The LoRD says,'Am I not storing up these things,
sealing them away in my treasun,

rs I will take revenge; i will pay them back.
ln due lime their feet will slip.

Their day of disaster will arrive,
and their destiny \,ÿill overtake them.'

to

you betrayedme with the Israelites atthe waters of.
at Kadesh+ in the wilderness of Zin. You failed to

when he sees their
and no one is left,

Moses Blesses the People I
J ) This is the blessing that Moses, the man of God,
JJ to the people of Israel before his death:

2 "The LoRD came from Mount Sinai
and dawned upon us+ from Mount Seir;

he shone forth from Mount Paran
and came from Meribah-kadesh

are their
fled to for

38 Where now are those gods,
who ate the fat of their saoifices
and drank the wine of their offerings?

L€t those gods arise and help you!
Let them provide you with shelter!

3e Looknow; I myself am he!
There is no other god but me!

I am the one who kills and gives life;
I am the one who wounds and heals;
no one can be rescued from my powerful handl

æ NowI raise myhand to heaven

ls

:z Thenhewill
the rocks

. ask,
they

and begin to carry out iustice,
Iwill take revenge on my enemies

and repay those who reject me.
+z I will make my arrows drunkwith blood,

and my sword will devour flesh-
the blood ofthe slaughtered and the captives,

and the heads ofthe enemy leaders."'

43 "Reioice with him, you heavens,
and let all of God s angels worship him.+

Reioice with his people, you naüons,
and let all the angels be stre.4gthened in him.*

For hewill avenge the blood ofhis seryants;
he will take revenge against his enemies.

He will repaythose who hate him*
and cleanse the land for his people"

4So Moses came with Joshua* son of Nun and recited all
the words of this song to the people.

rsWhen Moses had finished reciüng all these words to
the people ofIsrael,46he added: "Take to heart all the words
of warning I lrave given you today. Pass them on as a com-
mand to your children so they will obey every word of these
instructions. 4TThese instructions are not empty words-
they are your life! By obeying them you will enjoy a long life
in the land you will occupy when you cross the Jordan

with flamingfire
c Indeed,heloveshis

all his holy ones are in his hands.
They follow in his steps

and accept his teaching.
4 Moses gave us the LoRD's instruction,

the special possession of the people of Israel.
s The LoRD became king in Israel*-

when the leaders of the people assembled,
when the tdbes of Israel gathered as one."

6Moses said this about the tribe of Reuben:*

"Lei the tribe of Reuben live and not die out,
though they are few in number."

TMoses said this about the tribe of Iudah:

"O LoRD, hear the cry of Judah
and bring them together as a people.

Give them stren$h to defend their cause;
help them against their enemiesl"

8Moses said this about the tribe of Levi:

"O Lono, you have given your Thummim and
sacred lots-

to your faithful servants the Levites.*
You put them to the test at Massah

and struggled witll them at the waters of
r The leütes obeyed your word

and guarded your covenant.

11

Hit their
strike again."

l2Moses said this about the tribe of Beniamin:

"The people ofBeniaminare loved
and live in safety beside him.

by the LoRD

He surrounds them continuously
and preserves them from every harm."

1:6.
Text lacks this line.

As

at his right hand.x
people;*

and declare, "Às
4r whenlsharpenmy

surely as I live,
flashing s\,ÿord

River."

Moses' Death Foretold
cThat same day the LoRD said to Moses, 4e"Go to Moab, to
the mountains east of the river,* and climb Mount Nebo,
which is across fromlericho. Lookout across the land ofCa-
naan,the land I amgiüngto the people oflsrael as their own
special possession. soThen you will die there on the moun-
tain. You willioinyour ancestors,.iust as Aaron,your brother,
died on Mount Hor and joined his ancestors. 5rFor both of

in Greekversion;
As in Dead Sea Scrolls and Greekversion; Masoretic Text lacks the

As
variant name f or Joshua.

33:2b Or
33:3 As
throughout the

this about

enemies lr,here it hurts the most;
down their foes so they never rise

said this about the tribes ofJoseph:

: . their land be blessed by the Lono
.th the precious gift of dew from the heavens

, rd water from beneath the earth;
the rich fruit that grows in the sun,

.:.d the rich harvest produced each month;
'-. the finest crops of the ancient mountains,
::,d the abundance from the everlasting hills;
- ihe best gifts of the earth and its bounty,

: rd the favor of the one who appeared in the burning
bush.

these blessings rest on Joseph's head,
:owning the brow of the prince among his brothers.

. :h has the maiesty of a young bull;
- i has the horns of a wild ox.

,. 
i11 gore distant nations,

-'rving them to the ends of the earth.
, is my blessing for the multitudes of Ephraim
,rd the thousands of Manasseh."

said this âboutthe tribes of Zebulun and Issachar*:

r,. the people of Zebulun prosper in their travels.
.iay the people of Issachar prosper at home in their

tents.
. . summon the people to the mountain

offer proper sacrifices there.
. . benefit from the riches of the sea
,-d the hidden treasures in the sand.,,

::sed is the one who enlarges Gad,s territory!
..:d is poised there like a lion
: tear off an arm or a head.

, )eople of Gad took the best land for themselves;
leader's share was assigned to them.
.n the leaders of the people were assembled,
:-Ley carried out the LoRD's iustice
:rd obeyed his regulations for Israel.,,

said this about the tribe of Dan:

said this about the tribe of Naphtali:

'aaphtali, you are rich in favor ol
. - d lull of the LoRn's blessings;
:ay you possess the west and the south.,, M
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sâid this about the tribe of Gad:

1 is a lion's cub,
.aping out from Bashan."

to you

10
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.sraelites at the waters of
:..!s of Zin. You failed to
::.ple of Israel there. s2so

-.:. butyou maynotenter
:: ISIAEI."

tg -i1at Moses, the man
s:ael before his death:

: \tount sinai

-s' from Mount Seir;

"1CUnt Paran
r:lah-kadesh
i his right hand.+
:::,a:-
a .:. :lis hands.

:-- ! rnstruction,
:::r rf the people of Israel.*
'-.:. I!rael*-
: i ::. oeople assembled,

-.::: gatheredasone."

:: ::ibe of Reuberu*

:=: .:r e and not die out,
,r l: :Umber."

,-.. ::be of Judah:

:: l.-ldah

..::.ar as a people.

::::endtheircause;
-:ai: enemiesl"

üptribe of Leü:

ænyourThummim

:.r:,ts ihe Levites.+
:a!- lt \,lassah

-- .: rn at
, -: \\ cfd
:-iienant.

l.:i. \'OU

:arents
a-aaYes

:wledge their
datiûns to Jacob;
üuctions to Israel.
Ebeforeyou
:,ii:: offerings on
: ::. Levites, O LoRn,
: ,...:i of their hands.
:.::Ê it hurts the mosl
:.€s so they

: ::: n'ibe of

".-.1 ale loveC

:=,::t him.
,:::i-.:cuslv
:-.::JIn even han:.
_:- _. .lla;
-j : _...11
.:' l3 2a l!

. said this about the tribes of )oseph:

their land be blessed by the LoRD
ih the precious gift of dew from the heavens
j water from beneath the earth;
.he rich fruit that $ows in the sun,
r the rich harvest produced each month;
he finest crops of the ancient mountains,
-l the abundance from the everlasting hills;
:'.e best gifts of the earth and its bounty,
.r the favor of the one who appeared in the burning
tush.

. se blessings rest on Ioseph,s head,

' ning the brow of I he prince among his brothers.
-. has the majesÿ of a young bull;
-.as the horns of a \^/ild ox.

gore distant nations,
rng them to the ends of the earth.
my blessing for the multitudes of Ephraim

- :he thousands of Manasseh.,,

'aid this aboutthe tribes of Zebulun and Issachar+:

d this about the tribe of Gad:

- thls about the tribe of Dan:

. .-on's cub,
. out from Bashan_"

rr is the one who enlarges Gad,s territory!
. coised there like a lion
,: off an arm or a head.
-.ie of Gad took the best land for themselves;

- :r's share was assigned to them.
: : leaders of the people were assembled,
rrried out the LoRo's justice
e),ed his regulations for Israel.,,

pose 12e. DEUTERONOMY 34

may he bathe his feet in olive oil.
2s May the bolts of your gates be of iron and bronze;

may you be secure allyour days."

26 "There is no one like the God of Israel.x
He rides across the heavens to help you,
across the skies in ftrajestic splendor.

27 The etemal God is your refuge,
and his everlasting arms are under you.

He drives out the enemy before you;
he cries out, 'Destroy them!'

28 So Israel will live in safety,
prosperous facob in security,

in a land of $ain and new wine,
while the heavens drop down dex

2r How blessed you are, O Israell
Who else is like you a pÊ,: È ):, Èl tr\ the LoRD?

He is your protecting shte.;
and rou- lT.L*: - j- . .,. . :-

Your enemles ',' --. i:.,-.:. :e:::: ,, cu
and \ cu xlli s::r: .rr, tie] baiksl,,

The Death of Moses

34 Iiïi#:ii.,."*i3;ïH:ili:?:#f,:t r :J::::
from Jericho. And the LoRD showed him the whole land,
from Gilead as far as Dan;2all the land of Naphtali; the land
of Ephraim and Manasseh; all the land of luàah, extending
to the Mediterranean Sea*; 3the Negev; the lordan Vallei
lvlth lericho-the city of palms-as iar asZoar.4Then lhe
LoRD said to Moses, "This is the land I promised on oath to
Abraham, lsaac, and lacob when I said, ,I will give it to your
descendants.'I have now allowed you to see itwith yourôn n
eyes, but you will not enter the land.,,

sSo Moses, the servant of the LoRD, died there in the land
of Moab, just as the Lono had said. oThe LoRn buried him*
in a valley near Beth-peor in Moab, but to this day no one
knows the exact place. TMoses was 1 20 yeârs old \.ÿhen he
died, yet his eyesightwas clear, and he was as strong as ever.
aThe people of Israel mourned for Moses on the Élains of
Moab for thirty days, until the customary period oi mourn-
rng was over.

'. people of Zebulun prosper in their trayels.
:he people of Issachar prosper at home rn their

,rts.
:nmon the people to the mountain
er proper sacrifices there.

.1efit from the riches of the sea
: iehiddentreasures inthe sand.,,

ing acts in the
:rùLlssochar- 33:26Hebtewofleshùrun,atemofendeamentforrsraet- 34:2Hebrcwthewestmsea.34.61ebre\ÿHebuned
:rieuch and some creek matlsct'tptsread.TheA biliedhim_
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§os;rtr,IA
Author joshua. according to Jewish tradition (except for the ending, possibly written by Phinehas the

high priest)
Date Written 1380 B.c.

Content The book of loshua is about leadership-more specifically, about loshua's ieadership of the
lsraelites. At the opening of the book, Moses had already
his successor. While the lsraelites waited on the plains of

died, and loshua had been
Moab, foshua prepared them for

loshua led them across the lordan River to begin their conques§

- :F agreed. "If,vou don,t betray us, we will keep our
,e and be kindtovou \,!-hen the LoRDgives us the tan<i.,,
ien, since Rahab's house was huiit irlto the town u"rall.

ir,em down by a rope through the \i/indow. r6.,Escape
' . riii country," she totd them. , 

Hide there for three rlais-:' rnen searLhing fol yorr. Then, when the).have re_
I \OU Can go on your way."
:tot'e they left, the men told her, ,,We will be bound bv
, i rve have takcn oniy ifyou followthese instructioni
: we (orne into lhe lànd. you must leave this scarleL'rngiltg froFr the windovr thLough rvhirh you tet us
And all your farnily members-ÿour fathei, mother,

.:s and ali your reiatives-musf be here inside the, relf they go out irrto the street and are killed, it wiil
: , tr.lr fault..But if anyone lays a hand on people inside

;se, we wili accept the responsibility for thèir death.
. .:etray us, however, we are not bound bv this oath in

l ( ept ycur terms ,' 
she replied. And she sent them on

,\ . lea\rng the scarlet rope hangrng from the winCow
- spreslventupintothehill countô and stayedthere
J:ys. The men rvho were chasing them iearched I

.,, herc alcngthe road, but they finally'returned withoui

battle. Once they were ready,
of the land God had promised them. The lsraelites
central region, (2) one in the south, and (3) one in
and his people
is old and close

divided the land among the tribes of lsrael. As the book comes to an end,
to death, and he urges the lsraelites to follow the LoRD their God.

The LoRD's
After the,l
spoke tc foshua son of Nun, Mrses'assistant. He said,

2"Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has come
for you to lead these people, the Israelites, aooss the Jordan
River into the land I am giüng them. 3I promise you what I

Charge to loshua
r death of Moses the LoRD's servânt, the LoRD

mand us, and'*e will go wherever
obey you just as we obeyed Moses.

'you
And

send us. r4Ve
may the LoRD

I was with Moses. I will not fail
6"Be sEong and coumgeous,

lead these people to possess all
cestors tr would give them. 7Be 

r

you or abandon you.
foryou are the one who will

i the land I swore to their an-
strong and very courageous.

promised Moses: Wherever'
I have given you-4from the
to the Lebanon mountains in the north, from the Euphrates
River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea* in the west, in-
cluding all the land of the Hittites.' sNo one will be able to
stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as

and courageous!"
you set foot, you will be on land
Negev wilde:rness in the south Rahab Protects the Spies

God be with you as he was with Moses.
against your orders and
everythingyou command

2 ThenJoshua secretly sent outtwo spies from the
ite

out the
around Iericho." So the two rnen set out and came to
house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there
night.

2But someone told the king of Jericho, "Some

taken them up to and hidden them beneath
dles of flax she had lâid out.)
ing for the spies along the

the Jordan River.crossings of
had left the gate oflericho was shxt.

sBefore the spies went to sleep that night, Rahab
on the roof to talk with them. e"I know the Lono has
you this land," she told them. "We are all afraid
Everyone in the Iand is liüng in tenor. raFor we have

to
the

preme God of the heavens above and the earth below.
12"Now swear to me by th.e LoRn that yoir wiil be

rne and my family since I have helped you. Give me
guarantee
live, along

ihat l3when Jericho is conqli'rr"C, yçli will
with my father and rnolàer, ny brothers

ters, and all their familie5."
1a"We offer our owri li!"q5 as a gdarantee for your

. !s.

rn lhe lwo spies came dowr from the hili coLt-itn,.
: ihe lordan River. and reponed to Ioshua all thar haâ
:L d to them. 2a"The Lono has given us the whole land,

.:id, "fbr all the people in the land are terrified oi us ,,

Be careful to obey all the instructions i Moses gave you. Do
to the right or to thenot deüate from them, tuming either

left. Then you will be successful in everything you do.
Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on itsStudy this

dây and night so you will be sure to obey everythingwritten
in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.
sThis is my command-be strong and courageous! Do notbe

the men were here earlier, but I didn't know where
were from. 5They left the town at dusk, as the
about to close. I dont know where they went. you

afraid or discouraged. For the Lono your God is with you you can probably with- th.em." r(Actuall1,, shecatch up
the roof
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wherever you go."

loshua's Charge to the lsraelites
toJoshua then commanded the officers of Israel, 11"G0

through the camp and tell the people to get their proüsions
ready. In three days you will cross the Jordan Rjver andtake
possession of the land the LopD your God is giving you."

tzThen Ioshua called together the tribes of Reuben, Gad,

and the half-tribe of Manasseh. He told them, I 3"Remember

what Moses, the servant of the LoRD, cornmanded you: 'The
Lopo your God is giving you a plâce of rest. He has given you
this land.' taYour wives, children, and livestock may remain
here in the land Moses assigned to you on the east side of
the Jordan River. Butyour shongwariors,fullyarmed, must
leadthe othertribes acrossthe Jordanto helpthemconquer
thet territory. Stay with them rsuntil the LoRD gives them
rest, as he has given you rest, and until they, too, possess the
land the LoRD your God is giüng them. Only then may you
retum and settle here on the east side of the Jordan River in
the lând that Moses, the servant of the LoRD, assigned to
you."

1 6They answered loshua, "We will do whatever you com-
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t
. ' aqg€d" "If you don't betray us, we will keep our

: and be kind ro you \.ÿhen the LoR gives us the ünd..,,
:t, since Raheb's tiouse vÿas built into the town u/âll.' rr down by a rope through the window, r6..Escape

. ountO,," she toii them. ,,H 
ide there fcr three davs

,nen searchrng for you. Then, when the). havp re_
, 0u can go on your way.,,

. rie lhey left, the men told her,,,Vr'e \,ÿill be bound by' ive have takcn oniy if you follotv these instructionj.
,,rje come into the lànd, you must leave this scarlef

was overflowing its banks" But as soon as the feet of the
priests whowere carning lhe Ark fou(hed the \ater àt the
river'sedte, r6thewaterabove thatpoint began ba.k rg üp j
I'reat distance away aT a towr cailed Adam, which iinêar

poge t3t. ..J O S HU A 4

Zarethan. And the water below that point flowed on io the
Dead Sea* ÿntil the rjverbed was dry- Then all the people
crossed over near the t0um of fericho.:':ing, possibly written bY Phinehas

'cai v, about Joshua's leadership of the

;'ael. As the book comes to an end,
:: 'ollorv the LORD their Cod.

_ 
r7i\,,leanwhile, the priests whil were .arrying th. àrk of

the LoRD's Covenant stood on dry gTound in tiie irid,jle oi
the riverbed as the people passea hy. they leaited ther: .,jn-

trl the whole natiûn of Israel had crossed the Tordan cn on
ground.

ffiilmil'

for

:r: r Ê \{irll go wherever you send us.
j:: à! we ôbeyed Moses. And may the

Memorials to the lordan Crossing
crossed tlre Jordarl rl? LÛRD4 When all the people had

said to |oshuà, z'Now choose &u,elve men cl.t iom
each tribe. 3Tell them, 'Take twelve stones firrr .J.e ren.
piacewherethe priests arestandinginthemlCil: :- .le lcr--eptycu!: tÊrms," she replied. And she sentthers on dan. Caflythemout and pile them up at the pla.. i. ieie rou
will camp tonight."'

rSo foshua called
rs he was \4/ith Moses.

:: ::Cers and
, : - ccmmand

i:: -s

otects the Spies

: -^: Ie other side of the |ordan
:: r Sc the two rnen set out and

j :::s'titute named Rahab and stayed

sen-one from each
together the
of the tribes

tu,eiYe ir.Ê:. :. : :* :l-.c.
ofIs.?; :.- t::.1arr

buttheyfina§ returnedlvithout "üô intù the middle oi the rordan, 1n Iia:.: :: .:: rt.: :t::Ê

:::: ::iden the tlvo men, but she

^::. t.ere earlier. but I didnt know
'. 5l:.er left the town at dusk, as the
.:!: I con't knowwhere theywent. If

with them."catch up
th€ roof-.. -: lt and hidden them

out.) 7So the king's men
'.. s!t.s along the to
dthe Iordan River.
-. ;::e of Jerichowas shut.

, :î. lFies wentto sleep that night,
r: 1r. talk with them. e"I l(r1ow the
::r. ' she told them. "We are all

.: :: e land is lMng in terror.

're;ites Cross the lordan
:hr next mcrning |oshua and all the Israelites left

, iîafied out and lvent ahcaa $f ih? people.
!.D told Ioshua, "Today I \4,ill begin to make

-.: in the eye§ of all the trsraelitei. They *,ill
.t.-, you, just as I was wilh Moses. scive this com-

-.e priests

L0RD your God. Each ofycu must p1-n. _.: ::. : _.. :-d
carry it ôut on your shoulder-twehÊ )it,: :. : . : := :::
eâchofthetwelvetribesoflsreel.6\,,? * .. -:. . :r:: ::i:
tobuildamemorial. lnthe fut;rev:-- -..i-.- - ,
'Whatdothesestonesmea'll 7fh.: .- :. ... --.- -:--.
remindusthatthelordanRiver:: ::._- . . .-.- -.
Ark ofthe Lono's Corenart \,.e- :-. :

stand as a memorial amcng 'i,. ' -
sSothetnendidasl^.- .:i: . *-. : :

tooktwelveslonesfro;:"i .- :: - .--- .-:: :
for each tribe. iust a: :l; . : ' :.,: - :
themtotheplaccr\h.., :-É.,-.- i..-
stucted Ihe mem,,.a. . i:.

?Joshua also sct -p ai 1:: i: : . .. ... - -
middle.Jf thr jorda- à . .: ...1 .. : - ::.
ried the Ai-k rf t*. .

thererlttsi.JJ.
'oTlLe::lasi!r!:-,,t::-:-. -: -: -'. ::t ---j- :.

d.. .: --, .. - -- :

ha::-',::.:'::--:, ::,: :-r: ::- - --.: r j:-:

;l-. - _. - t-
..:^:: --. :,--.. -,,:-.r:

andthr tt-: r:t]r. i ..::.:.i<....: - .--_: -. ---
Jordan, jusi as N{oses had dire.l::. r-,::. t-.- -.-
about 40,000 sfronE-ÿ,r:. r.dl, : . _- -:
\ryas\&illrthemasrlriyirrs;.JJ,e:.- .., . -

:4lhat day the L0RD n:ade I;,1-, -- : .:, . 
. . :

eyes of irll lhe lslaellte" a:.J :or :n. -,_j::'
ve:-tC hin.: âs much as thr\ hil :e!e-): . I .

tsThe Lono had saiC ic joshua, re [::::--:: ::: ::::::
rarying rhe tuk of tl-.i Cî\e:rl;r- I - -.
ri',erbed." 17So Ioshua gave the.or:=_. :
priests carry'ing the,{rk of the LoRD's !, -.:, - :, :- : - _ :rji
ôftheriÿerbedand iherr'ee'rvero o- : :- .. . . .ri:.:
of the jùrdàn retumed an.t î'. ernô,r. J i. . . . . : -: :e

reThe people crossed the Iordan ol iia ::j.t.i:. Éa\ of the
firstmonth.r"lhen they clrnped,r,:.:. -s..tsr of l:ri
cho.20It\i/âs there at Gilg:l thal Icsru: :t,.r ,ip the tr{eiÿe
slones taken from the Jordan Rjre:

.:- :,ade a

house, for they have come

:each the
who carry the A[k .

banks of the Jrrdan

vou a

know

of the co!"nant:

know what you

--.. .., i .{morlte kings east of the

River, take a fÊ\ol
- e river and stop there."'
.,: tcid the Israelites, "Corne and listen tû.f/hat
lr God sâys. loToday you will knolv that the ]iy_

: ::. cne froro eactr tribe. rrThe priests wlll cêr1,'
thoir-. Lom,theLordof all the earth. As soon as

- : \!-ater, the flow of water will be cut cIf ur-
- e ri'rer witrl stand up like a $'a11."
r: rple left their camp tc cross the |ordan, and

h ere carrying the Ark ofthe
':i'r was the harÿest season,

- t4qebrew obout ZOA0 qbitsLg2\ metersl. 1.16Hebîew the sec

-ra:-.1 things.
.: -: ::.e neavens

drypath
And we

for

For the LoRD

above and the
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ry family since I have heiped You.
llllât 13!ÿhen Iedcho is conquered"

;ritr my father and mother, mY
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,-,::: :'ri orlr, li't; ai a guarantee
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children vÿill ask, 'What do these stones mean?' 22Then you Jericho, its king, and all its strong warriors. rYou and rthe treasuryofthe LoRD,s house.25So loshua spared rrhe prosrjrute and her relatives who we;;;î ffiil i' : irse, because she had hidden rhe spi", iàrr,ijJ,àii iü ,
.l:.1,r:: lr.:.*ong the kraeritelioiÀ;ü.'' - :rnat trme Ioshua invoked this curse: v

can tellthem,'This is where the Israelites crossed the lordan
on dry $ound.'23For the LoRD your God dried up the river
right before your eyes, and he kept it dry until you were all
across,iust as he did atthe Red Sea* when he dried itup un-
til we had all crossed over. 24He did this so all the nations of
the earth might know that the LoRD's hand is powerful, and
so you might fear the Lono your God forever."

t, When all the Amorite kings west of the lordan and all
J the Canaani te kings who lived along the Mediterranean
coast+ heard howthe Lon» had dried up the )ordan River so
the people of Israel could cross, they lost heart and were
paralyzedwith fear because of them.

lsrael Reestablishes Covenant Ceremonies
2At that time the LoRD told Joshua, "Make flint knives and
circumcise this second generation of Israelites.*" :So Iosh-
ua made flintknives and circumcised the entire male popu-
lation of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth.*

aJoshua had to circumcise them because all the men who
were old enough to fight in battle when they left Eg)?t had
died in the wilderness. sThose who left Egypt had all been
circumcised, but none of those born after the Exodus, dur-
ing the years in the üldemess, had been circumcised. eThe

Israelites had traveled in the wildemess for forty years until
all the men who were old enough to fight in battle when they
left Eglpt had died. For they had disobeyed the Lonn, and
the LoRD vowedhe wouldnot letthem enter the land he had
sworn to give us-a land flowing with milk and honey. 7So

Joshua ctcumcised their sons-those who had grown up to
take their fathers'places-for they had not been circum-
cised on the way to the Promised [and. sAfter all the males
had been circumcised, they rested in the camp until they
were healed.

eThen the LoRD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away
the shame of your slavery in Egypt." So that place has been
called Gilgal+ to this day.

roWhile the Israelites were camped at Gilgal on the plains
of Jericho, they celebrated Passover on the evening of the
fourteenth day of the first month.+ l tThe very next day they
began to eat unleavened bread and roasted grain harvested
from the land. 12No manna appeared on the day they first ate
from the crops of the land, and it was never seen again. So
from that time on the Israelites ate from the crops of Canaan.

The LoRD's Commander Confronts loshua
l3When Ioshua was near the town of |ericho, he looked up
and saw a man standing in front of him with sword in hand.
foshua went up to him and demanded, "Are you friend or
foe?"

l4"Neither one," he replied. "I am the commander of the
LoRD's army."

At this, Joshua fell with his face to the gound in rever-
ence. "I am at your command," Ioshua said. "What do you
wantyour servant to do?"

15The commander of the LoRD's army replied, "Take off
your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy."
And loshua did as he was told.

The Fall of lericho
< Now the gates of fericho were tightly shut because the
LI people were afraid of the Israelites. No one was allo\,ÿed

fighüng
six days.

men should march around the town once a day
4seven priests will walk ahead of the Ark, each

rying a ram's hom. On
around the town seven

charge straight into the town."
650 Joshua called together the priests and said,

the Ark of the LoRD's Covenant, and assign seven
walk in front of it, each carrying a ram's horn." zThen he
orders to the people: '

armed men will lead the
"March around the town, and
wayin front ofthe Ark ofthe

sAfter ]oshua
the rams'horns of
Loro, blowing the horns as they marched. And the
the LoRD's Covenant followed behind them. esome

the

.:ay the curse of the Lon» fall on anyone
i,rho tries to rebuild the town ofieiicho.
rhe cost of his firstbom son,
re will lay its foundation_
ihe cost of his youngest son,
1e \.vill set up its gates.,,

. 
.,the 

LoRn was \4nth Ioshua, and his reputation spread
lhout the Iand.

. l:feats the lsraelites
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of
armed men marched in front of the priests with the
and some behind the Ark,
ing the homs. lo"Do not talk,"
commanded. "Not a single word from any of you until I
you to shout. Then shout!" 11So theArk ofthe Lom was
ried around the to\/ÿ]l once that day, ând then everyone
tumed to spend the night in the camp.

tloshua got up early the next moming, and the
again carried the Ark of the LoRD. r3The seven
the rams' horns marched in front of the Ark i

laOn the second day they again marched around the
once and retumed to the camp. They followed this
for six days.

lsOn the seventh day the
marched around the town as
time they went around the town seven times. 16The

time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on
homs, ]oshua commanded the people, "Shout! For

spared, for she protected our
r8"Do nottake any of the apart for

and

silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the LoRD
brought into his treasury."

2owhen the people heard the sound of the rams'

and old, cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys.
22Meanwhile, Ioshua said to

promise. Go
alongwith all

to the prostitute's
her family."

2:The men who had been spies went in and
Rahab, her father, mother, brothers, and all the other
tives who were with her. They moved her whole
safe place near the camp of Israel.

24Then the Israelites bumed the town and
to go out or in. 2But the LoRD said to Joshua, "I have given you Only the things made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron
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were paralyzed with fear this turn of events, and
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: .shat now that Israel has fled from its ene- is
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:ne off the face whatlÿill hap- The:he
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land.

blowing their horns. Again the armed men marched bothi
front ofthe priests with the homs and behind the Ark oftl
Lono. All this time the priests were blowing their hoü
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JOSHUA9...poset34
the people in the camp that night. loEarly the next moming alike-along with the elders, officers, and judges,

Ioshua roused his men and started toward Ai, accompanied
by the elders of Israel. lrAll the fighting men who were with
Ioshua marched in front of the town and camped on the
north side of Ai, with a valley between them and the town.
lzThatnightJoshua sent 5,000mento lie in ambushbetween
Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the town. r3so they sta-
tionedthemainarmynorthofthetownandtheambush\,vest 34Joshua then read to them all the and
of the town. Joshua himself spent that night in the valley. Moses had wdtten in the Book of instrucüon.

laWhen the king of Ai saw the Israelites across the valley, of every command that Moses had ever given was
he and all his army hurried out early in the moming and at- the entire assembly of Israel, including the women and
tacked the Israelites at a place overlooking the Jordan Val- dren and the foreigners who lived among them.
ley.* But he didn't realize there was an ambush behind the
town. lsloshua and the Israelite army fled toward the

'were badly beaten. r6Then alldemess as though they the
men in the town were called out to chase after them. In this
way, they were lured away from the town. I TThere was not a

man left in Ai or Bethel+ Ivho did not chase after the Israel- who lived in the hill country, in the western foothills,
ites, and the town was left wide open. alongthe coast of the Mediterranean Sea* as far

l8Then the LoRD said to Joshua, "Point the spear in your Lebanon mountains. ,These kings combined their
hand toward Ai, for I will hand the town over to you." Ioshua fight as one against Joshua and the Israelites.
did as he was commanded. r eAs soon as Joshua gave this sig-
nal, all the men in ambush jumped up from their position
andpowedinto the town. They quickly captureditand set it
on fire.

the Israelites

wil- The Gibeonites Deceive lsrael

sTheyreplied, "we are your
"But who are you?" Joshua

3But

done to
themselves. They sent ambassadors to Joshua,

2owhen the men of Ai looked behind tlem, smoke from
the town was fillingthe s§, and theyhad nowhere to go. For

who had fled in the direction of the wilderness
ged clothes. And the bread they took with them
moldy.6when they
theytoldloshua and

arrived at the camp of Israel at
now turned on their pursuers. 2rwhen joshua and all the the men of Israel, "We have
other Israelites saw that the ambush hâd succeeded and adistantlandtoaskyoutomakeapeace
that smoke was rising from the town, they turned and at- TThelsraelitesrepliedtotheseHivites,

treaty \4,ith
"How do we

rear. So the men of Ai vÿere caught in the middle, Iÿith Israel-

tackedthemenofAi.22Meanwhile,thelsraeliteswhowere youdon'tlivenearbÿForifyoudo,wecannotmakea
inside the town came out and attacked the enemy from the with you."

ite fighters on both sides. Israel attacked them, and not a
single person suwived or escaped. zronly the king of Ai was
tâken alive and brought to Joshua.

24whenthe Israelite armyfinished chasingand killing all
the men of Ai in the open fields, they went back and fin-
ished off everyone inside. zsSo t}le entire population of Ai,
includingmenandwomen,waswiped outthatday-12,000
in all. 26For Ioshua kept holding out his spear until everyone
who had lived in Ai was completely destroyed.* 27Only the

The LoRD's Covenant Renewed

been shaped with iron tools."+ Then on the altar they pre-
sented burnt offerings and peace offerings to the LoRD.
32And as the Israelites watched, Joshua copied onto the
stones of the altar*

River-King Sihon of Heshbon and King Og
lived in Ashtaroth). ltSo our elders and all

come from?"
sThey answered, "Your servants have come

servants."
demanded. "Where do

of
our

town of Ai,+ and it became a permanent mound of ruins, homes. But now, aS you Can See, it is dry and moidy.
desolate to this very day. wineskins were new when we filled them, but now

zeloshua impaled the king of Ai on a sharpened pole and old and split open. And our clothing and sandals ard
left him there until evening. At sunset the Israelites took outfromourverylongjourney."

livestock and the treasures of the town were not destoyed, the people
for the Israelites kept these as plunder for themselves, as please make a treatywith us."'
the LoRD had commanded foshua. 28So Ioshua burned t]le r2"This bread was hot ftom the ovens when we

down the body, as Ioshua commanded, and threwit in front 14So the Israelites examined their food, but they
of the town gate. They piled
that can still be seen today.

a great heap of stones over him consult the LoRD. I 5Then Ioshua made a peace
them and guaranteed their safety, and the
community ratified their agreement with

r6Three davs after making the treaty,
3oThen Ioshuâ built an altar to the LoRD, the God of Israel, on
Mount Ebal- 31He followed the commands that Moses the in three
LoRD's servant had written in the Book of Instruction:
"Make me an altar from stones that are uncut and have not and Kiriath-jearim. lEBut the Israelites not

sructed us,

towns, for the Israelite leaders had made a vow to
the name of the LoRD, the God of Israel.

giventhem.
::Then all the native-born s\ryorn an oath in the presence ofthe LoRD, the God of

&l4HebrewtheArabar. S:'lTSomemanuscriptslackorB?fhel- 8:26TheHebrewtemusedherereferstothecompleteconsecration
peopletotheLom,eitherbydestoyingthemorbygiÿingthemasanoffering.8:28Àimeans"ruin." 8:31Exod20:25;Deut27:5,6. l

the stones. 9i1 allebte\ÿ the Shephelah- gi"lblJ,ebtew the Grcat Sea_

'the instructions Moses had
Israelites-foreigners and

. nottouchthem.zoThisiswhatwemustdo.Wemusl rrS,
-:m liye,-for divine anger would come upon us if we the
, lur oath. 2rl,et them iive.,, So they made them wood_ I-: and water carriers for the entiré communiÿ, as the stai. ie leaders directed. mai

hua (alled together the Cibeonrtes and said, Whv or ç
lie lo u5? h,hy did you sa) that you live in a distani Lon

I^cn you live right here among us? 2rNy'a) )ou be.I Ftôm now on you will always 
"be 

servantjwho .ut .ur,
r .rnd carry water for the house of my God.,,

"r replied, "We did it because wô_ your servanls_ ,osl
-learly told that the LoRD your God cômmanded his loDr

Defeats the Southern Armies

the sun stand still over Gibeon,
.rd the moon over the valley of Ai,alon.,,

LlPbrewJem 
u5ed hpre refers lo lhe corplete r onsecradon of thino\
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ri touch them. 2oThis is what we must do. We müst- lu,e, for divine anger would come upon us if we
:r oath. 2rLet them iive." So they made them wôod-
- o water carriers for the entiré communiq. as lhe

. ..aders directed.
ra called together the Gibeonites and said,,,Why
.e to us? \ rhy did you say that you Iiye in a distant

-:r1 you live right here among us? 2rMay you be
: ::iônt now on you wili always be servants who cut

i carrywater fôr the house of my God."
. replied, "We did it because we-your servants-
:rLy told that the LoRD your God commanded his
.1oses to give you this entire land and to destroy all

- re living in it. So we feared greatly for our lives be-
' . ou. That is why \À'e have done this. 25Nowwe are at
-.v-do to us w-hatever you think is right."
rshua did not allowthe people of Israel to killthem.
:t day he made the Gibeonites the woodcutters and
:'riers for the community of Israel and for the altar
:no-wherever the LoRD would choose to build it.

§ what they do to lhis day.
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r3so the sun stood stiil and the moon stayed in place until
the nation of Israel had defeated its enemies.

Is this event not re corded inThe Book of I ashar*? The sun
stayed in the middle of the sky, and it did not set as on a nor-
mal day.* l4There has never been a day like this one before
or since, when the LoRD answered such a prayer. Surely the
I-oRD fought for Israel that day!

rsThen Joshua and the Israelite army returned to their
camp at Gilgal.

loshua Kills the Five Southern Kings
r6During the battle the five kings escaped and hid in a cave
at Makkedah. rTWhen loshua heard that they had been
found, rshe issued this command: "Cover the opôning of the
cave with iarge rocks, and place guards at the entrance to
keep the kings inside. reThe rest of you continue chasing
the enemy and cut them down from the rear. Don't give
them a chance to get back to their to\\ns. for the LoRD yôur
Cod hasgiven you ücl01 o,e' tLrn

2oso Joshua and the Israeltie arnt\ continued the slaugh-
ler and comDle:elr :::si:ed the enemy. They totaliy wiped
out the fi\ e :::r.:.s ercept for a tlny remnant that managed
iu r.à.i ihe:: i.iniied to\ms. 2rThen the Israelites returned
.a:., i :it I. sr -a in the camp at Makkedah. After that, no one
oar.j i- sleai elen a u'ord against Israel.

,rIi.e:, Icshua saiC Remove the rocks covering the
opening o: -iÈ .are and bnng the five kings to me." 23So

theybroughtthe flle ktrss cur Jiihe ca\e the kingsof Je-
rusalem, Hebron, Jarmuih L,]ah.s.. ane Eglcn.2.\\rhen they
brought them out, Joshua toid tre acrnEan:É:: ùi his army,
"Comeandputyourfeer o''t the^rrg) -e,.. {:c .n-. did
as they were told.

2s"Don't ever be afraid or discouraged," Joshua i..,j ris
men. "Be strong and courageous, for the Lono is going .c do
this to all of your enemies." 26Then Joshua kjlled eacr l- .he
five kings and impaled them on five sharpened pc.es,r here
they hung until evening.

27As the sunwas goingdown, )oshua gave iisinct,cis r:r
the bodies of the kings to be taken dowrL from rhe :0,:s a rd
lhrown into the cave where they had beer h.c.n: I - c : I nr r
covered lhe opening of the cave with a ;-:1. .:-.. : ., s

which remains to this very day.

lsrael Destroys the Southern Towns
28That same day Ioshua captured and destrc,,.i .:.. r t,,\n of
Makkedah. He killed everyone in it, includtr,i :: t ".r,q iear -
ing no survivors. He destroyed them a,l e-i :. , . il rne
king of Makkedah as he had killed th€ .:-... :: ieiicho.
ZeThen Joshua and the Israelites \^enl I :. ,: .r: ,r-
tacked it. 3oThere, too, the LoRD gave thei:. .:. ::tr:i and its
king. He killed everyone in it, lear,ing n. :..i:,:,Lrrs. Then
Joshua killed the king of Libnah as he hac i: ..: :he king of
Iericho.

:rFromLibnah,loshua and the Israr..:.!,\.1r ro Lachish
and attacked it. 32Here again, the Lcr: .;,t -her-n Lachish.
joshua took it on the secônd dar ar: *...:; É!en,one in it,
iust as he had done at Libnah. rr---:t:: .:1. afiack on La-
chish,KingHoramof Cercr,t,.: ....,' . armv tohelp
defend the town. But Joshua'-i :r.: r..ltc r:m and his army,
Ieaving no survivors.

l4Then Joshua and the lsf:..::a 3rm\ \\'ent on to Eglon
and attacked it. 35Ther cap:-:<i _: ,har dar and killed every-
one in it. He completeh dest:o\ Êû elen one, just as he had
done at lâchish. 16From Eglon Ioshua and the Israelite army
\{ent up to Hebron and aftacked it. 3iThey captured the

Defeats the Southern Armies

:ttack us."

rg Adoni-zedek of Jerusalem sent messengers to
ier kings: Hoham of Hebron, Piram of Iarmuth, Ja-
,.hish, and Debirof Eglon. a"Come and helpme de-

::on," he urged them, "for they have made peace
ja anC the people of israel." sso these five Amorite
:bined their armies for a united attack. Thev
their troops into place and attacked Gibeon.

. led. "Come at once! Save us! Help usl For all the
irngs who live in the hiil country have joined

*-c

Çm

::]ua and his entire army, including his best war-
,ilgal and set out for Gibeon. E"Do not be afraid of

- .: LoRD said to Joshua, "for I have given you victory
-'. l.lot a single one of them will be able to stand up

., traveled all night from Gilgal and took the Amo-
-: by surprise. roThe LoRD threw them into a panic,
,::elites slaughtered $eatnumbers ofthem at Gib-

:he Israelites chased the enemy along the road to
:,, killing them all along the way to Azekah and

rrAs the Amorites retreated down the road from
terrible hail-

reached Aze-
the Israelites

.he sword.
. day the LoRD gave the Israelites üctory over the

. jhua prayed to the LoRD in front of all the peo-
:. He said,

: sun stand still over Gibeon,
: re moon overthe valleyof Aijalon."

r: - -- DÊut 2715'6. :r-ie-rmusedlerereferstothecompleteconsecrationofthingsorpeopletotheLom eitherbvdestoyingthemorbygivingthemasan
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38Then Joshua and the Israelites tumed back and at- ritorynowextendedallthewayfromMountHalalç
tacked Debir. :gHe captured the town, its king, an_d all of its Ieads up to Seir

foot of Mount
in the south, as far north as Baal-gad
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town andkilled everyone in it, includingits king,leavingno
survivors. They did the same thing to all of its surrounding
üllages. And just as he had done at Eglon, he completeÿ de-
sûoyed the entire populaüon.

sunounding üllages. He completely destroyed everyone in
it, leaving no survivors. He did to Debir and its king ,ust what
he had done to Hebron and to Libnah and its king.

{So Joshuâ conquered the whole region-the kings and
people of the hill country, the Negev, the western foothills,*
and the mountain slopes. He completely destroyed every-
one in the land, leaüng no sun'ivors, just as the LoRD, the
God of I$ael, had commanded. alfoshua slaughtered them
from Kadesh-bamea to Gaza and ftom the region around
the town of Goshen up to Gibeon. a2|oshua conquered all
these kings and their land in a single campaign, for the
LoRD, the cod of Israel, was fighting for his people.

43Then Ioshua and the Israelite army retumed to their
camp at Gilgal.

lsrael Defeats the Northern Armies
? , When King Iabin of Hazor heard what had happened,
I I he sent messages to the follolÿing kings: King Jobab

of Madon; the king of Shimron; the king of Acshaph; 2all the
kings of the northern hill country; the kings in the Jordan
Valley south of Galilee*; the kings in üe Galilean foothills*;
the kings of Naphoth-dor on the west; 3the kings of Canaan,
both east and west; the kings of the Amorites, the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hi-
vites in the towns on the slopes of Mount Hermon in the
land of Mizpah.

4All these kings came out to fight. Their combined ar-
mies formed a vast horde. And with all their horses and
chadots, they covered the landscape like the sand on the
seashore. sThe kings joined forces and established their

Bythis time tomorror,r/I will hand all of them over to Israel as
dead men. Then you must cripple their horses and burn
their chariots."

zSo loshua and allhis fighting men traveled to the water
near Merom and attacked suddenly. eAnd the LoRD gave
themüctory over their enemies. The Israelites chasedthem
as far as Greater Sidon and Misrephoth-maim, and eastward
into the valley of Mizpah, until not one enemy warrior was
left alive. eThen Joshua crippled the horses and bumed all
the chadots, as the LoRD had instructed.

rohshua then turned back and captured Hazor and killed
its king. (Hazor had at one üme been the capital of all these
kingdoms.) I rThe Israelites completelydestroyed* everyliv-
ing thing in the city, leaüng no suwivors. Not a single person
was spared. And then Joshua bumed the city.

rToshua slaughtered all the other kings and their people,
completely destroying them, iust as Moses, the servant of
the LoRD, had commanded. l3But the Israelites did not burn
any of the towns built on mounds except Hazor,which Josh-
ua bumed. l4And the Isrâelites tookallthe plunder and live-

163o ]oshua conquered the entire region-the hill
try, the entire Negev, the whole area around the
Goshen, the western foothills, the Iordan Valley,* the
tains of Israel, and the Galilean foothills. rzThe

Hermon in the val§ ôf Lebanon.
killed all the kings of those territories, war
long time to accomplish this. rsNo one in
peace with the I$aelites except the Hiütes of
the others were defeated. 20For the Lono hardened
hearts and caused them to fight the Israelites. So
completely destoyed without mercy, as the LoRD had
manded Moses.

He

though some still remained in Gaza, cath, and Ashdod.
23So Ioshua took conûol of the entire land, just

them all and completely destroyed
the descendants of Anak were left

their towns.
in all the land of

from the Arnon
the land east of the

Kings

t2
Defeated East of the lordan
These are the kings east of the Jordan River
been killed by the Israelites and whose land

taken. Their territory extended
Mount Hermon and included all

Gorge to the Jabbok River, which serves as a border
Ammonites. This territoryincluded the southem half

camp around the water near Merom to fight against Israel. territory of Gilead. 3sihon also controlled
6Then the LoRD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of thep. and regions to the east-from as far north

the
Sea

lee to as far south as the Dead Sea,+ the
Beth-jeshimoth and southward to the slopes

4King Og of Bashan, the last of the Rephaites,
Ashtaroth and Eùei.5He ruled a territory
Mount Hermon to Salecah in the north and to all
in the east, and westward to the borders of the
Geshur and Maacah. This territory included the
half of
bon.

6Moses, the servant ofthe LoRD, and the
stroyed the people of King Sihon and King
gave their land as a possession to the tribes r

and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

Kings Defeated Weit of the lordan
zThe following is a list of the kings that Joshua
elite ârmies defeated on the \,ÿest side of the

Gilead, as far as the boundary of

And

and

And loshua did as he
mands that the LoRD had given to Moses.

towns for themselves. Buttheykilled all
no survivors. lsAs the LoRD had com-
Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua.
was tol4 carefully obeying all the com-

iordan,
Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon to Môunt Halak,
leads up to Seir. (Joshua gave this land to the

an wildemess, and the Negev. The people \{ho
region were the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the iebusites") These
kings Israel defeated:

stock ofthe ravaged
the people, leaving
manded his senant

2I5

: (ing of Bethel
- king of Tappuah
. <ing of Hepher

' - king of Aphek
- - (ing of Lasharon
. <ing of Madon
. king of Hazor
- <ing of Shimron-meron
. iingofAcshaph
, iing of Taanach
. iing of Megiddo
, ringofKedesh
- {ing of Jokneam in Carmel
. .ing of Dor in the town of Naphoth-dor*
, ilng of Goyim in Gilgal*

..ing of Tirzah.

rty-one kings were defeated.

iust as I have cômmanded you. 4nclude
rs Israel's possession when you diüde Ihis land', nine tribesand the half-tribeof Manasseh,

: ad Divided East of the Jordan
- : tribe of Manasseh and the tribes

already received their gants of
-,e Jordan, for Moses, the servant

: rerritory extended from Aroer on the edge of-ron Gorge (including the town in the mid?le of
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ibanon areamountain to the fromeast, Baal-gad
'.10unt toHermon 6andLebo-hamath; theall hill
from Lebanon to allMisrephoth-maim, including
of the Sidonians.
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-: king offericho
- : king of Ai, near Bethel
: king of Jerusalem
: king of Hebron

- . king of Jarmuth
: king of Lachish
: king of Eglon

- . king of Gezer
: king of Debir
. king of Geder
. king of Hormah
. kingofArad
. king of Libnah
. <ing of Adullam
. kingofMakkedah

telf lvill drive these people
, lrtes. So be sure to give this special

all this
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ri!Êred the entire region-the hill coir
:Éi the whole area around the to$! ü.

::. ioothills, the Jordan Valley,* the m@
-:e ûa1ilean foothills. l7The Israelrte&
:: lli the way from Mount Halak, utlitr
-j.: south, as far north as Baal-gad at ù
:::r'.on in the valley of Lebanon. Jo6tr
, :i those territories, tawaging war fu",a
-.: rsr this. reNo one in this region nd
:t :..'> except the Hiütes of Gibeon-Ill
:,=, .i 2oFor the LoRD hardened tht
-i.È.. :c figh.t the Israelites. So ther'tr
, { ,1 i10ut mercy, as the LoRD hao üt

:::: Ioshua destroyed all the descer.iiil
- ::.€ hill countryof Hebron,Debir _{,ûr
: - rntn, ôf Judah and Israel. He iü

:..:. . destroyed their towns. 2\0Éû
. :-;. rrr€ left in all the land of im
. - : :., d in Gala, Gath, and AshdN.
: ::rtroi of the entire land, just !É ü!,
' '. 'i(. He gave it to the people cf ld*
:.:.:.jon, diüding the land amoi:ç*
:.::..r had rest from war.

East of the lordan
' 
= .:.:.gs east of the Jordan River
:, :he tsraelites and whose lafli

::, .dended from the Arnon

.- : inorites, \ryho lived in
::.::, included Aroer, on the edgt
:r::nded from the middle of thc
{ a:',er, }chich serves as a border
,::.i..i tncluded the southern
rsihon also controlled the lord.-
:esi-from as far north as the
:s :he Dead Sea,*
r :a: liward to the
,:i.,, the last of the Rephaites,
3:. jHe ruled a territory
iàiecah ln the north and to all
:":rd to the borders of the
.r.. This territory included the
: =s the boundaryof King Sihon

::r of the LoR-D, andthe
r: Klng Sihon and King
r. ssession to the tribes
: t Lanasseh.

,!est of the Jordan
. si oa the kings that Ioshua
:i cn the west side of the
.t,,'of Lebanon to Mount
riua gave this Iand to the

::: :r,d the Jebusites.) Ire
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Ïlt: 
gorge) to the plain beyond Medeba, as far as Dibcnuu atso inctuded atr the rôwns of KinC si-hàî 

"iin;" 
,

A^monres, \^/ho had reigned in H.ri,u"ïirâlii..l.a
a,s tar as rhe borders oiAmmon. ,,f t incl;;;iàit;;ï'

iïii,i:1fl,:i,ü::ii§ff ff 
jj:,ïLï,tiy:;:ïr

'ç;3ï:t;ffi"liifl 
i'*q*ffi *'**Utt''

l1:T, 
orl BBur rhe rsraetires rrir.a to àrüîr, ,ipeo.ple olGeshurand Maacah,so they.onunr. ..among the Israelites to this day.

An.Allotm.ent for the Tribe of Levi,.Moses drd,not assign any allotment of ldn: . . - . ..Le\4..lnstead_ as the LoRD had promiseo ::(_
[.#:if[."ïï,rhe orferings'bui;il:_ ., ., .

Il,e Laid Given to the Tribe or Re:c:_,5Moses had assigned the loilohr_ . _

tribe of Reuben. . '' e

;: of Lasharon
' ; of Madon
- i of Hazor
. of Shimron-meron

' .. of Acshaph
: of Taanach
r of Megiddo
: of Kedesh
: ofJokneam in Carmel
. 

-,1 
Dor.in the town ofNapholh_dor*

- rr boylm rn Gilsal*
- rfTirzah

-rne kings were defeated.

\ et to Be Conquered

_::::yrt an, old man, the LoRD said to him,
ifl?ilg otd,and much rand remains ro be
lljl^,,:-1n. rerntory rhal remains: aI rhe re-

- 
rrIsrines and the Geshuriles, rând thp t,r.,." ranaanttes, extending from the ,n"u"" ,order of Eg\,?t, nort hwird rà ihe bounoan oi,,.:Jl]:,1.1r,j9?.f rhe f ive phihsrine ru'rers oi
.'l:l:",o.r,uath, and Ekron. The tano oiine
::il-r]* remains ro be conquered. rn the
Y:g^iiq? has not yet been cbnquered: ali

, 
( an-aarites, including Vearan rwiricir UË.rlntans), stretchrng northward lo +ptak o,"^.\montes;5fhe land of the Gebalites and aii

.T31rrjn area ro rhe easr, f rom Baat_8adrermon 
-to 

I ebo-hamath; 6and all the hill
. :i:?i r" Misrephoth_maim, in.rrJrg.;ii)loôntans.

::g of Jericho
:,9 of Ai, near Bethel
-.g ofJerusalem
:g of Hebron
:g offarmuth
rg of Lachish
ng of
ng of
.g of Debir'l of Geder
- g of Hormah
-; ofArad
'g of Libnah
-; ofAdullam
I of Makkedah

- : of Bethel
rg of
rg of

Eglon
Gezer

Tappuah
Hepher
Aphek

r6Th€ir territory extendeC : -
lheArnon Gorge(includ.. ;._ .

lnegorge)totheDlai: :. .'.
Heshbonandtheort,-. .-- . .

Bamoth-baal,Beth..., -. 1,,- : _ -Mephaath,rex1.,,-;.-.. --.- - , :'-
hillabove'h". r.r.-
and Beth.,e " -.

2rThe l:r.:
of the pi,:: ":Has tia

rÊg

:::::: :.:t :i Re:ber. :

The Land civen to the Tribe of Cad24Moses had
tribe of Gad.

assigned the follo*rng

, 
i::-,f*.r.qpleour of rhe land ahead of.e surelo give this.land to tsraet as a speiili
l)., ::::.-?r.ulaea you. ,tncruae air rïis

r \ possession when vou djyide this landrrDes and the half_tribe of Manasseh ,,

25Theirterritoryincluded 
Jazer : ._.

and half of lhe land of emmon. i; ._: 
r,rroeryusl weÿ of. Rabbah alr t. -__ ::Hesnbon to Ramath-mizpeh and :=. _

Mahatraim lo the tenitoru or i "- i"_ - - .
wer-e Belh haram, a.ti, ni*iur s- . .tnerestof thekingdomof rino. . _

we-stern boundaryran atoneih? :i. ._',
as,lar north as the tipof rhe"S.; . _.rurned easnryard. 2aT6s16rap, .. _' _

uUages in this area were si\ p
clans of the tribe of Gad '

ided East of the Jordan,i Manasseh and the tribes of Reuben and:eceived their grants of land on the east The Land Given to the Half ïribe of \{anasseh:n, for Moses, the seryant of the LoRD, had 2eMoses had assigned the follcl, .

'.C this land to them. :: r:.::t :< cians ofthehalf-tribe ofManàsseh.

:.. a _:i rhem as an offering; als :
' :.-, : : ; ).1 Kinn?ftth to the Sea a :v

t.: -i :tsoin 11:16.'ll:11 tÈ )lTg:g-fl:,. oroer on the edse of. ,rncludrng the town in the mid?le of
rJ; 

1).:rià1r )pelinS,or \aphorh dor l2:2]b 6reet.,,,, ry d valànt speil jng ot f o aeUar,compaie2f ,rri

roTheir territory r

of Bashan, all the
\' ri.r,.atrn, including allr ot iring Og, and th-e

extended iro::t
former ktrs::

iversion reads Gori,
9:4; 17)7; Amos 6:l

t 

-" t r-,..n7 61
inGalitee 13:253). 13:27 a....,,.

:t-:: - ,:-_
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sixty towns of Jalr rn Bashan, rlit also included hêlf of lsljdemess of illrr, arrd then went ilûuth cf Kadesh-
Gilead and King üg's rûyal cities ùi Ashtarothr ar;d E,ji ei. l.râiriea to liezrüil. Then it went up to Addar, where it

;ur,red towald k;;rka.4Fro'iTi ihere it Dassed ToAll this was given to the clans af ihe desceniianis ,:i
Makir,l4,ho was ùlanasseh's son.

r2These are the aliotments Moses had made while he wa§
on the piains of Moab, across the ]crden River, east of Jeri-
cho. 33But Moses gave no allotrneilt of land to the tribe of
Levi, for the LoR.D, the God of Israel, irad promise{i lhat he
hirr,self urould be their allûtmel',t.

The Land Divided West of the Jordan
7 /t The remaining tribes of Israel received land in Ca-
,-f naan as allotted by Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of

Nun, and the tribal leaders. zThese nine and â half tribes re-
ceived their grants ofland by means of sacred lots, in accor-
dance with the LoRD's coinmând through Moses. 3Moses

had alreadygiven a grantoflandto the two and a halftribes
on the east side of the Jordan River, but he had given the Le-
ütes no such allotment.4The descendants ofJoseph hadbe-
come two separate fibes-Manasseh and Ephaim. And the
l,evites were given no land at all, only towns to live in with
surrounding pasturelands for their livestock and all their
possessions. 5So the land was distribüted in strict accor-
dance with the Lopo's commands to Moses.

Caleb Requests His Land
6A delegation from the üibe of Judah, ledby Caleb son of le-
phunneh the Kenizzite, came to Joshua at Gilgâl. Caleb said
to Joshua, "Rememberwhatthe LoR.D said toMoses,the man
of God, about you and rne when we were at Kadesh-bamea.
4 was forty years old when Moses, the servant of the LoRD,
sent me from Kadesh-bamea to explore the land of Canaan.
I returned andgave an honest report, sbutmybrothers who
went \â/ith me frightened the people from entering the
Promised land. For my part, I wholeheartedly followed the
Loro my God. eso that day Moses solemnly promised me,
'The land of Canaan on which you were ,ust walking will be
your gfânt ofland and thâtofyour descendants forever,be-
cause you wholeheartedly followed the LoRD my God.'

rd'Now as you can see, the Lom has kept me alive and
well as he prornised for all these forty-five
Moses made this promise-even while Israel'

strong now as I was when Moses sent me on that iourney,
and I can stil travel and fight as well as I could then r2so

give me the hill country that the LoRD promised me. You will
remembexthatas scor.ltswe foundthe descendants of Anak
liüngthere in great,walledtowns. Butif the Lon»iswithme,
I will drive them out of the land, iust as the Loro said."

13So IoshuablessedCaleb sonof ]ephunneh andgaveHe-
bron to him as his portion of land. l4Hebron still belongs to
the descendants of Caleb son of fephunneh the Kenizzite
because he wholeheartedly follo\,ÿed the Lono, the God of
Israel. t{Preüously Hebron had been cailed Kiriath-arba. It
hadbeen namedafterÆba,a gleathero of the descendants
ofAnak.)

Ând the land had rest from war.

The Land Given to the Tribe of ludah

1§
south as thewildemess of Zin.

zThe southern boundarybegan atthe southbay of
Dead Sea,* 3ran soxth of Scorpion Pass* into the

ul'rtil it finally reached rhe Brock of Eg)?t, which it
ioiiowed to the ,\,tediteüarlean Sea.* This was their+
5oLriilem boündary.

5ihe eastem boundaili e{endeC along the Dead
to the mouth of the iordan River.

The northern bounda./ begen at the bay where
Jordan River empties into the Dead Sea,6went
thexe to Beth-hoglah, then proceeded north of
arabah to the Stone of Bohan. (Bohan was Reuben's

#here the citv Then it
west to ttie top the valley of

of Jerusalem is located.
, of the mountain above

up to the northem end of the
there the boundary extended

and ended at the Mediterranean

give me
and lower

Hinnom, and on
Rephaim. eFlom

the top of the mountain to the spring at the
Nephtoah,* an«l from there to the towns on
Ephron. Then it turned toward Baalah (that

of Baalah to

Mount
is,

iearim). toThe boundary circled west
Mount Seir, passed along to the town
northern slope of Mount Jearim, and went down to
Beth-shemesh and on to Timnah. llThe
proceeded to the slope of the hill north of Ekron,
where it turned toward Shikkeron and Mount

boundary was the shoreline of the
lvtediterranean Sea"*

These arethe boundaries forthe clans ofthetribe of

The Land Given to Caleb
rsThe LûRD commanded Ioshua to assign some of
territory to Caleb son of Jephunneh. So Caleb was

I years since town of Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebrod, which had
wandered in named after Anak's ancestor. l4caleb drove out the

It passed Jabneel
r2The westem

me land in the Negev; now please
too." So Caleb gave her the upper,

the wilderness. Today I am eighty-five years old. I 1I am âs $oups of Anakites-the descendants of Sheshai,

t

and Talmai, t}te sons of Anak.
lsFrom there he went to fight against the

the town of Debir (formerly calied Kiriath-sepher).
said, "I will give my daughter Acsah in marriage to
who attacks and captures Kiriath-sepher."
son of Caleb's brother Kenaz, was the one who
so Acsah became Othniel's wife.

18wh€n Acsah married Othniel, she urged him*
her father for a field. As she got down off her
askedher, "lMhat's the matter?"

lsShe said, "Give me another gift. You tqve

The Towns Allotted to rudah
2oThis was the homeland allocated to the clans

The ailoûnent for the clans of the tribe of Judah ofJr.ldah.
reached southward to the border of Edom, as far 2rThe towns of iudah

Edorn in the extreme
the zzKinah, Dimonah, Adadah, z:Kedesh, Hazcir,

24ziph, Telem, Bealoth, xHazor-hadattah,

l't2Heblewthesaltsea;alsoinl5:5.15:3HeûewAÿ.'abbifr. l5:4aHebrcwrheJsd,alsoinl5:ll.1si4bHebtewyo4r.
Me-rephtoah. lStX2HebrwtheGrearSea;alsoin15:47.15:lSSomeGreekmanusciptstadheurgedht.

I

, :i-on (that is, Hazor), 26Amam, Shema, Moladah,raær-gaddah, 
Heshmon, Beth_pelet, iagrrrl_ri1pu1,

: sheba, BDio_tliah, zsBaalah, Iim, Ezem,,rÈf tàiaà,''
I t, Ho.i-mah.. rZiklag, l!,,admannah, Sansannah,

:baoth, Shilhim. Ain, and Rimmon_twenty_nine
.ni i /ith their surrounding üllages.
,rThe followng towns situatetl in the western
:hills+ were also given to iudah: Eshtar:l, Zorah,

inah, 342anoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, EnaÀ, '

, imuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azeksip, :0g623.ri.,
_ :haim, Gederah, and Gederothaim_fourteen towns-r their surrounding villages.

{lso included were Zenan, Hadashah, Misdal-sad.
'ean, Mizpeh, f ok[hee], ielach ish, Boztattr] fet;n,

:bbon, Lahmam, Kitlish, 4rGederoth, B.th"âd;,''
-,nah, and Makkedah-sixteen towns vrith thür-cunding villages.
':Besides these, there were Libnah, Ether, Ashan,
::ttah, Ashnah, Nezib, aKeilah, Aczib, and UareiËah_
: toi4/ns with their surrounding üllages.

-iThe territory of the tribe of Judah also included
n and its surrounding settlements and viliases.
m Lkron the boundary extended west and included

rwns near Ashdod with their surrounding üllages.
,lso included Ashdod with its sunoundin§- :ments and villages and Gaza wittr its settiements: .jllages, as far as the Brook of Eg)?t."d;i;;tiii;, : of the Mediterranean Sea.
iiudah also received the follo\,ving to\ rns in the hill.n 

: Sham ir, Jatl ir, Socoh, +"Dannlh, 
K iriath_sannah( Ueblr),sAnab, Eshtemoh, Anim,srCoshen,

r, and Giloh-eieven towns with their ,rr.ounding
.:es.
: ilso-included were the towns ofArab, Dumah,- 5rlanim, Beth.tappuah, Aphekah,soHumfin,

T-arba (that is. Hebron), and Zior_nine towns
h.eir surrounding villages.

r-Jesides these, there were Maon, Carmel, Ziph,
.56]ezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 5zKain, Cibeah. and

rt r-ten towns r,lrith their surrounding \r llages.' r addition, there were Halhul, Beth_zirr, CJaor,
, rrath, Beth-anoth, and Eltekon_six towns with
surrounding villages.
hererr/ere also Kiriath_baal (that is, Kiriath_jearim)

: ..:bbah-two towns vrith their surrounAing üf fug"r.-:, 
the wildemess there were the tô\4,11s of Beth_::r, tvliddin, Secacah,62Nibshan, the City ot§ii, ana

, - ü-six towns \4/ith their surrounding ûffig.r.' 
"' -

. , he homeland allocated to the families of loseph,s il::i:.:,asseh and Ephraim. of esh,
:'.\ÿ.theShephelah_.16:2Asincreekÿersion(alsoseelB:13);HebreureadsÈ.i
. \' the sea; also it lZ :1 o

only da
Milcah,

spring
the Ka

ihe tribe ofludah n0tcould outdrive the Jebusites,in.u the ofcity /erusalem, theso liveJebusites thereùe of Iudah thistopeople day.
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sor..) TFrom that point it went through the valley of
Achor to Detlir, türning nôrth toward Gilgal, which is

across from the slopes cf Adummim on the south sidt
üi the valley. From there the boundary extended to
the springs at En-shemesh and on to En-roge!. sThe

br:undary then passei through the valley of Ben-
liinncm, along the scuthern slopes of the Jebusites,

and West Manasseh-:nd Given to Ephraim

er to Ataroth in the
. .,:ended

as Loÿr'er Beth-horon,
:diterranean Sea.*

then

I-uz)* it
the Àrkites. 3Then
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dr-rd lhen !!ent sûuth of Kadesh' I
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;:ï.ïïJïÏ,.1
ffilrï:,sl:::ffi$'i
li,i:î H:,îïff Î 'i:l'X.i'ffi
#:;î[rix*i]ii*:sfl
m ùere rh.e boundary extenii«i ltl

*ïiffrlîLpi;fl:ilffi

- :r::r circled west of Baalai ::
!.: :iirs to lhe town of Kesar::
:: ri.-'uni ]earirn, and went dcu:

pase 13e. .J O S AU A '17

:tat is, Hazor),26Amam, Shema, Moladah, The Land Given to Ephraim
::-gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 2sHazar-shual, 5The following territorywas given to the clans of the tribe of-.ra,BizioThiah,2eBaalah,Iim,Ezem,:oEltolad, 

Ephraim.' -nah, rrZiklag, ,\,tadmannah, Sansannah,
:r, Shiihirn, Ain, and Rimmon_twentv_nine lhe boundary of their homeland began at Ataroth-
' r1h their surrounCing villages. addar ln the east. From there it ran 10 Upper Beth-
. iollo\{ing towr,.s sitüate6 in the western horon, 6then on to the Mediterranean sèâ. prom

,' nere alJo given to iuaan: pstrtaot, Zoiai,. Mjcmethath on the north, the boundary curved
- :lZanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, Enam, eastward past Taanath.-shilol to the east of Janoah.
- r,Adullam,So-coh,Azeki(rg622,ui^, /rromIanoahittumedsouthwardtoAtarothand

]] Gederah, and Geaerotnaim_tôurt..n torrr, Naarah, touched Jericho, and ended at the Jordan River.
.': surrounding üllages. 8t'rom Tappuâh the boundaly extended westward,
_ jncluded weie Zen"an, Hadashah. Misdal_sad. followtng the Kanah Raüne to the Merliterranean Sea.
- vrizpeh, ioktheài rrijiÀirrr, i'à)I.;i:;;13;. ' Ihis is the homeiand aliocated to the clans of the tribe
: Lahmam, Kitlish,arGederoth. Beth-àaJon. or t_pnratm.

:nd Makkedah_si*t..n to""., ,rii iiiâtr," ...eln addition, some towns with their surrounding
I ing üllages. \'rllages in the territory?llocated to the half- tribe o1

-:,'iX;"u,It:,X:î*?il1,1,;ï,ûlljjl,._ 
Ijiil{üT:',','.Tiiii'J,iiff[,'f,T'"lTJi:î-,swthiheirsürrou"aiffi-r,aiü." -'l:' IllJrJi,liiiiiili#,"J,iiJ::il*.'sia,esamons'-i"r 

i tory of rhe tribe of Iudah also included
I i1s surrounding settlements and ül$ges, The Land Given to West Manasseh

,;?:ii!li:'â ir:il::lffXifftilf;ï;iy.i. iTfm:Ï:t;A:t.ii:ïg*ig;ïx:;ffIâ,j;ïf.:
luded Ashdcd with its surrounding vur,ir, ir.,.Ïirïtbcm son or,raanasseh, was the father of Gile-- s and üllages and Gaza with its serrlemenrs ià. Àiiirr. i-,i a.scendanrs were experienced soldiers, the..: 
i:r;i.i:*riook.or 

Esypt and atons the i.s,i.'r""ràii*a ,na eashan on rhe'.rriiiàà or tr.,. lo.oun, ;rsore-ceivedtheïorowingrown-sl:,,Tll1l. *i:,'ffixtl,Ïl flffi:^'ïr*'*J?iJlH:îffi"1#,n:: - amir, Jattir, Socoh, 4eDannah, Kiriarh-sannah ;ili;'rh. ;ir* of the tribe of Uanassen Aniezer, Fteiek,, rir), 5oAnab, Eshtemoh, Ânim, sr Goshen, .. À-.iËi, i^rrà.ïË*, gepher, and Shemida. These ctans repre-: Giloh-eieven towns with their surrounding ;;;i th;;;ià.r.encants of Manasseh sor, of Iosech

.iuded\4rererhetownsorArab,Dumah, .r.irîii.'i;',r;l?l,l:iXiÂîï::H:l::t"T::i:i;:î,"j
'r'rm'Beth tappual,Ap-h!\ah,:iÏlltlh, ontl àaugnürs, *hose names xere r1al.la.h ioan, Hoglah,lritlratis,Hebron),andZior-ninetowns Uitcatr, ina Tirzah 4These \\crne:r ijr.e tc Eleazar the'iroundingüllage priest, joshua son of Nun, and rhe Israelite reiàers and said,i ihese,therewereMaon,carmer,ziph, ;The fono commandec uoses io 9,e us , g,.unt ot lune

:eel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, sTKain, Gibeàh, and along }Vith the rnen of our tribe.,,
,:: towns u/ith their surrounding üllages. Sô Joshua gave them a grant of land alone with their un_- rn, there were Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, cles, as the Lo.-no had cor,r"manded. sAi a ..ritt, Munurr.n,,
:.th-anoth, and Eltekon-six toi/rns with total allocation came to ten parcels of land, in addition to:dingüllages. the land of Gilead and i3ur'hon ,i.os ihi ]oroan niver,

:iealsoKiriath-baal(thatis,Kiriath-jearim) 6because the female descendants of Manaiseh received
- hÿo towns with their surrounding villages. a gTant of land along u/ith the male descendants. (The land

.derness there were the touns of Beth- of Gilead was given to the rest of the male Cescendants of
: - ii, Secacah, 62Nibshan, the City of Sr11, ,n6 Manasseh.)

,\{'ris \/ÿith their surrounding villages. iThe bounda4, of the tribe of Manasseh extended from-. of Judah could not drive out the lebusites. the border of Âsher to Micmethath, near Shechem.
, -i§ of ierusalem, so the Jebusites live there Then the boundary went south from Micmethath to the
: : of ludah to this day. settlement near the spring of Tappuah. eThe iand

surrounding Tappuah belonged to Manasseh, but the
:n to Ephraim and West Manasseh townof Tappuahitseif,ontheborderof Manasseh's
.. .,nt foi the descendants of Ioseoh territory, beionged ro rhe tribe of Ephraim. eFrom the

. -:om the Iordan River near ieric'ho. east of spring of Tappuah, th€ boundary of Manasseh followed
:rt ho, through the wildemess and into the Kanah Ravine to lhe Med iterranean Sea.* Several
-rf Bethel. zFiom tsethel (that is LUZ)* ir towns south of the ravine were inside Manasseh,s

::_rrh in the territcry ofthe Atkites.:Then territory, but they actualiybeionged to the tribe of
.:nvard to the territory of the ]aphletites Ephra,m..l0ln general, however, the land south of the
: .th_hôron, then to Gêzer and oier to raune belonged to Ephraim, and the land north of the
:n Sea.* ravine belonged to Manasseh. Manasseh,s boundary ran

, .,nda*ocaredrorlieram,iesor]oseph,s fl:ii:Ïii:fl8::'Sii,{:}ï:f*::fi;lîfl,X'J[.
r ..phraim. of Asher, and to the eait was irr. t*.it".v ài irJr.ï..."^'
,.i;i i6:2AsinGreekversion(alsoseelS:t3);HebrewreadsFrcaBetheltoLw. 163Hebrewrù€sea;aisotn1668: t7:10.
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rlThefollovÿingtownswithintheterritoryof Issachar The Land Civen to Beniamin
and Asher, hovÿever,were given to Manasseh: Beth- irThe first allotment oflandwenttothe clans ofthe
shan,* Ibleam, Dôr (that is, Naphoth-dôr),x Endor, Beniamin. It lay between the territory assigned to the
Taanach, and Megiddo, each \,ÿith their surrounding ofludah and ]oseph.
settlements.

12The northem boundary of
l2But the descendants of Manasseh were unable to oc-

cupy these towns. They could not drive out the Canaanites
who continued to live there. l3later, however,when the Isra-
elites became strong enough, they forced the Canaanites to
work as slaves. But they did not drive them out of the land.

r4The descendants of Joseph came to Joshua and asked,
"Why have you given us only one portion of land as our
homeland when the Lonn has blessed us with so many peo-
ple?"

lsloshua replied, "If there are so many of you, and if the
hili country of Ephraim is not large enough for you, clear out
land for yourselves in the forest where the Perizzites and
Rephaites live."

16The descendants of foseph responded, "It's true that
the hill country is not large enough for us. But all the Ca-
naanites in the lowlands have iron chariots, both those in
Beth-shan and its surrounding settlements and those in the
valley offezreel. They are loo sûong for us."

tzThen Joshua said to the tribes of Ephraim and Manas-
seh, the descendants of ]oseph, "Since you are so large and
strong, you will be given more than one portion. l8The for-
ests of the hill country will be yours as well. Clear as much of
the land as you wish, and take possession of its farthest cor-
ners. And you will drive out the Canaanites from the valleys,
too, even though they are strong and have iron chariots."

The Allotments of the Remaining Land
, O Now that the land was under lsraelite control, the en-
fO tire community of lsrael gathered at Shiloh and set

up the Tabemacle.* 2But there remained seven tribes who
had notyet been allotted their $ants of land.

3Then Joshua asked them, "How long are you going to wait
before takingpossession of the remainingland the Lono, the
God of your ancestors, has given to you? 4select three men
from each tribe, and I vÿill send them out to explore the land
and map it out. They will then retum to me with a written re-
port of their proposed diüsions of their new homeland. slet
them diüde the land into seven sections, excluding Judah's
territory in the south and Joseph's territory in the north.
6And when you record the seven dMsions of the land and
bring them to me, I will cast sacred lots in the presence of the
LoRD our God to assigr land to each tribe.

7"The Leütes, however, will not receive any allotment of
land. Their role as priests ofthe LoRD is their allotment. And
the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
won't receive any more land, for they have already received
their grant of land, which Moses, the servant of the LoRD,
gave them on the east side of the Jordan River."

8As the men started on their way to map out the land,
foshua commanded them, "Go and explore the land and
write a description of it. Then return to me, and I will assign
the land to the tribes by casting sacred lots here in the pres-
ence of the LoRD at Shiloh." cThe men did as theywere told
and mapped the entire territory into seven sections, listing
the towns in each section. They made a written record and
then retumed to Joshua in the camp at Shiloh. toAnd there
at Shiloh,foshua cast sacred lots inthe presence ofthe Lom
to determine which tribe should have each section.

the Iordan River, went north

(that is, BetheD and proceeded down to

base of the mountain beside the valley of

of the slope where the Iebusites lived, and

passed along the north side of the slope
Jordan Valley.* The border then went down into ût
valley, tr13n 

,ur1 the north slope of
ended at the north bay of the Dead

2oThe eastem boundary was the Jordan River

Ophrah,
ammoni, Ophni, and Geba-twelve towns with theÈ
surrounding üllages. 25Also Gibeon, Ramah,

1 7 tl 1 a Heûew Beth-shecu, a Eriant spelling of Beth-shan; also in 1 7: 1 6. I 7:l I l

Meeting. 18t'l 5a Or From there it wqt to Mozah. Themeaningof theHebrewis
ouerloowflg the Aîabah, ot ouqlooking Beth arabah. 18,,19lj.et\ew Salt Sea. 1
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a0Th,

- laries included the following towns: Jezreel,- Shunem, reHapharaim, Shion, Anaharath,- Kishion, Ebez, 2rRemeth, En-gannim, En_
..' d Beth-pazzez. 2zThe boundary also touched

ndzumah, and Beth-shemesh, énding at the, , er-sixteen towns with their surrouniding

:iand allocated to the clans of the tribe of Issa_::i these towns and their surrounding üllages.

: Civen to Asher
-,.iotment of landwentto the clans of the tribe of
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. - dàries included these towns: Helkath, Hali. The C
.haph,26Allammelech,Amad, and Mishal. Ihe )n-.cnthewesttouchedCarmelandShihor- 1V
: hen it turned east toward Beth-daeon. and rAnyor

- ls Zebuiun in the valley of Iphtah-ü, eoins ho_nall'

3erh-prnqk 2n6 l\,l.iel. It then-conlinueà no;th reluge
:aAbdon,* Rehob, Hammon, Kanah, and as was kll

-dter Sidon. DThen the boundarv tumed r"UI
: amahandthefortressof Tire,whereitrurned the dei
-Josah and came to the Mediterranean Sea.* presen

:ory also included Mehebel, Aczib, roUmmah, give hit
rd Rehob-twenty-two towns \,ÿith lheir vlcfim'

-iingvillages. leaseth

:eland allocated to the clans of the tr,O. o, Orn.. lill'fl
.ese towns and their sunoundingüllages. whichl

.r Given to Naphtati liHll
. allotment of land went to the clans of the tribe of turn to

:tÈ Hebrew manuscripts (see aiso 2 1:30); most ft.l."r.urur.rirtr,JlT
19:47 a ot had traubte hotdin| în ro theû tand lg,ii'iiorii ù,ilÀ

west through the hill country and the wilderness of
Beth-aven. 13From there the boundarv went south to

on the hili that lies south of Lower Beth-horon.
r4The boundary then made a turn and swung sou&

along the western edge of the hill facing Beth-horon
ending at the village of Kiriath-baal (that is, Kidath-
jearid, a town belonging to the tribe of Judah. This
was the western boundary.

15The southem boundary began at the outskirts oi
Kiriath-jearim. From that westem point it ran* to tlE
spring at the waters of Nephtoah,* r6and down to tlr

at the northem end of From
there it went down the

-.9 all the sunounding villages as far sourh as
-5eer (also known as Ramah of the Negev).

..-Le homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of
' . heir allocation of land came from part of vÿhat
given_10 Judah because /udah,s terriiory was too
rem. So the tribe ofSimeon received an âllocation
: territory of fudah.

rd Given to Zebulun
.:i ailotment of land went to the clans of the tribe

:ndary of Zebulun's homeland started at Sarid.- .here it wenl west, going past Maralah, touching
teTh, and proceeding to the brook east of

.n. 12in the olher direction, the boundarywent
n Sarid to the border of Kisloth-tabcr, ând from'r Daberath and up to Japhia. 13Then it continued. th-hepher, Eth-kazin, and Rimmon and tumed: 'eah. t+The northem boundary of Zebulun
rinathon and ended at the valley of Iphtah_el.
:,s in these areas included Kattath, N;hahl,- ialah, and Bethlehem-twelve to}ÿns }ÿith

- I r_rnding villages.

-. ind allocated to the clans of the tribe of Zebu_
. : rhese towns and their sunoundingvillages.

: :iven to lssachar
' - ;ilotment of land went to the clans of the tribe
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shemesh and on to Geliloth (which is across from

down to En-rogel. rzFrom En-rogel
proceeded in a northerly direction

the boundary
and came to Er!

Then itwentdownto the
Reuben's son.) teFrom there h

22Beth-arabah,

the

slopes of Adummim).
of Bohan. (Bohan was

southern end of the ]ordan River. This was the
boundary.

These were the boundaries of the homeland
clans of the tribe of Beniamin.

The Towns Given to Benjamin
2rThese were the towns given to the clans of the
Beniamin.

|ericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-keziz,
Zemaraim, Bethel, 2rAwim, Parah,

Kiriath*-fourteen towns \,vith their surrounding
villages.

This was the homeland allocated to the clans of the
Benjamin.

The Land Civen to Simeon
lfl The setond allotmentof landwenl lo
f 7 tribe oi Simeon. Their hometand was

ludah's territorv.

zSimeon s homeland included Beersheba. Sheba.
Moladah. rHdTar-shual, Balah, Ezem,rEltolad, Bedu, Ï
Hormah, sZik lag, Bet h-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, oBæF
lebaoth, and Sharuhen-thirteen towns t/ÿlth their
surrounding üllages. /lt also included Ain, Rimmcr. I
Ether, and A":hanlfour towns with their üllases, f

bThemednrngor the Heoretr herei\un(erlain. tA:t HeUreu fa {
un(ef, ain. 1"8:l 5b O. the sping at Me-frephtodh. l8:18 HebF Ü'
l8:28 Some 6ree}, man u{ t-.pts rcàd Kiiath leanm. l}
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included these towns:
26Allammelech, Amad,

Helkath, Hali,
, and Mishal. The

2ln the other direction, the boundarv went
iarid to the border of Kisloth-tabor, ând from
.rerath and up to laphia. r3Then it continued
i-hepher, Eth-kazin, and Rimmon and tumed
. h. r4The northem boundary of Zebulun
rathon and ended at the valle,v of Iphtah-el.'! in these areas included Kattath, Nahalal,

poge141...,OSHUA 20
33lts boundary ran from Heleph, from the oak at
Zaanannim, and extended across to Adami-nekeb,
Iabneel, and as far as Lakkum, ending at the Jordan
River. 34The western boundary ran pàst Aznoth-tabor,
then to Hukkok, and touched the bôrder of Zebulun
in the south, the border of Asher on the wesl, and
the Iordan River* on the easl. rsThi) fortified towns
included in this territorywere Ziddim, Zer, Hammath,
Rakkath, Kinnereth, :oAdamah, Ramah, Hazor, rzKedesh,
Edrei, En-hazor, 38Yiron, Migdal-el, Horem, Beth-anath,
and Beth-shemesh-nineteen towns with their
surrounding üllages.

3eThe homeland allocated to the clans of the tribe of Naph-
tali included these towns and their surroundingüllages.

The Land Given to Dan
€The seventh allotment of land went to the clans of the
tribe of Dan.

rrThe land allocated as their homeland included
the following towns: Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh,
azShaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, a3Elon, Timnah, Ekrcn
#Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 45lehud, Bene-ber:\
Gath-rimmon, 6Me-jarkon, Rakkon, and the iertit.,
across from Ioppa.

aTBut the tribe of Dan had trouble taking r:ssess:r.n
of their land,* so they attacked the to\\r c - L:: : : - Ihe,,'
captured it,slaughtered itspeople.an: :.:. - : :., :..
They renamed the town Dan after -}..:: :_-.-.s:,::

48The homeland allocated to the . i:: s t: :: € :::,< ri Dan rn-
cluded these tor,vns and their str - - ::L.: i i...a.É(

The Land Civen to Joshua
rsÀfter all the land uas :t.,.:Ê: r::.I:.::.e tTlbes, the Israel-
iles gare a piece ' :- : . - ,- -. - .. :, ocanon. 5oFor lhe
LoRD had said hÈ :: - : :: , a .1., i!i\\r. he \ÿanted. He chose
Timnath-sera L: :r : : ... :a _ :'û-,. oi EDhraim. He rebuilt the
to\4nano:..i -.::-

:rThese ,:: .:. :i::ta:.es that Eleazar the priest, Joshua
so: cr \-: ":: :ai :ii.. ieaders aiiocatedasgrantsof land
ic tL. :-- ::! ::.,i:r r!castingsacred lotsinthepresence
ri ir. L:J :' -. ::::::,ce cfthe Tabernacl€* atShiloh. So
.iÉ ::,.::::. :: -:.. ::ahas :!Ir.Fteted.

The Cities of Refuge
,nT"neLonosai::c',.:-j : \:, .'-. ..-:è.:.,,r0
ZLf designaterhecrneso: r;:-;. :. . - -:-.-..c \1(se..
rAnyone who kills another person ar i:oen-i. . j:.: _ - ::. -- .

tionally can run to one of these cittes; the\.u.,1 bi tt;.Ês of
refuge from relatives seeking revenge for rhe oe-:.:. .r^o
was killed.

4'Upon reaching one of these ciües, the one tçho c: u sed
the death \,ÿill appear before the elders at the ctn gale al:d
present his case. They must allow him to enter rne c n ,..j
give him a place to live amongthem. 5lf the relari\es rr .:e
uclrm come to avenge the killing, the leaders musr n t re.
lease the slayertolhem,forhe killed the other per.or. lnrn-
tentionally and lÿithout preüous hostility. eBut the slar.er
mxst stay in that city and be tried by the locai assemÉly,
which will render a judgment. And he must continue Io live
in that city until the death of the high pnest rvho ivas in of-
fice at the time of the accident. After that, he is free to re-
tum to his own home in the town from which he fled.,,

TThe following cities were designated as cities of refuge:

lalah, and Bethlehem-twelve towns with
-lnding üllages.

,rd allocated to the clans of the tribe of Zebu-: rese towns and their surounding villages.

, ven to lssachar
, ôtment of land went to the clans of the tribe

::res included the follo\.vingtowns: Jezreel,
: unem, reHapharaim, Shion, Anaharath,

.r allocated to the clans of the tribe of Issa_
.ese towlN and their surrounding üllages.

. en to Asher
'rnentof landwentto the clans ofthe tribe oi

-es

.; h,

.ne west touched carrnel and Shihor-

,r included Mehebel, Aczib, roummah,
: :: ob-twenty-two towns with their

lges.

icated to the clans of the tribe of Asher
' ! and their surrounding villages.

:- to Naphtali
- : - : oI landwentto the clans of the tribe of

!!!r
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. . en to Judah because Judah,s territory was too
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:*,d came to the Mediterranean Sea.*
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Kedesh of Galilee, in the hill counûy of Naphtali; Shechem,
in the hill country of Ephraim; and Kiriath-arba (that is, He-
bron), in the hill country of Judah. 8On the east side of the
Jordan River, across from Jericho, the following cites were
designated: Bezer, in the wllderness plain of the tribe of
Reuben; Ramoth in Gilead, in the territory of the tribe of
Gad; and Golan in Bashan, in the land of the tribe of Manas-
seh. eThese cities were set apart for all the Israelites as well
as the foreigners living among them. Anyone who acciden-
tallykilled another person could take refuge in one of these
cities. In this way, they could escape being killed in revenge
prior to standing trial before the local assembly.

The Towns Civen to the Levites

17 Then lhe leaders of the tribe of Leü came lo consult
Z , wrth Eleazar the priest, Ioshua son of Nun, and the
leaders of the other tribes of Israel. 2They came to them at
Shiloh in the land of Canaan and said, "The LoRD com-
manded Moses to give us towns to live in and pasturelands
for our livestock." rSo bythe command of the LoRD the peo-
ple of Israel gave the Levites the following towns and
pasturelands out of their own $ants of land.

4The descendants of Aaron, who were members of the
Kohathite clan within the tribe of Levi, were allotted thir-
teen towns that were origina§ assigned to the tribes of Ju-
dah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 5The other families of the
Kohathite clan were allotted ten lowns from the tribes of
Ephraim, Dan, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

6The clan of Gershon was allotted thirteen towns from
the tribes of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and the half-tribe of
Manasseh in Bashan.

TThe clan of Merari was allotted twelve towns from the
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.

8So the Israelites obeyed the LoRD's command to Moses
and assigned these towns and pasturelands to the Leütes by
casting sacred lots.

eThe Israelites gave the folloüngtowns fromthe tribes of
Judah and Simeon roto the descendants of Aaron, who were
members of the Kohathite clan within the tribe of Ievi, since
the sacred lot fell to them first: rlKiriath-arba (that is, He-
brod, in the hill country of ludah, aiongwith its surrounding
pasturelands. Grba was an ancestor of Anak.) 1 2But the open
fields beyond the town and the surrounding villages were
given to Caleb son of fephunneh as his possession.

r3The followingtowns with their pasturelands were given
to the descendants ofAaronthe priest Hebron(a ciÿofref-
uge for those who accidenta§ killed someone), Libnah,
l4Jattir, Eshtemoa, lsHolon, Debir, t6Ain, Juttah, and Beth-
shemesh-nine towns from these two tribes.

l7From the tribe of Benjamin the priests were given the
following towns with their pasturelands: Gibeon, Geba,
r8Anathoth, and Almon-four towns. leso in all, thirteen
towns with their pasturelands were given to the priests, the
descendants of Aaron.

2oThe rest of the Kohathite clan from the tribe of Leü was
allotted the following towns and pasturelands from the
tribe of Ephraim: 2rShechem in the hill coun§ of Ephraim
(a city of refuge for those who accidentally killed someone),
Gezer, 22Kibzaim, and Beth-horon-four towns.

23The following towns and pasturelands were allotted to
the priests fromthe tribe of Dan: Eltekeh, Gibbethon,24Aiia-
lon, and Gath-rimmon-four towns.

2sThe half-tribe of Manasseh allotted the following
towns with their pasturelands to the pdests: Taanach and
Gath-rimmon-two towns. 2650 in all, ten towns with their
pasturelands were given to the rest of the Kohathite clan.

21 36 Hebtw lalvoh, a Eriant spelling of lahaz.

27The descendants of Gershon, another clan \.vithin Er

tribe of Levi, received the following towns with thd
pasturelands from the half-tribe of Manasseh: Golan in Èr

shan (a ciÿ of refuge for those who accidentally kilB
someone) and Be-eshterah-two towns.

2sFrom the tribe of Issachar they received the followll
towns with their pasturelands: Kishioh, Daberath, 2ets

muth, and En-gannim-four towns.
3oFrom the tribe of Asher they received the followi

towns with their pasturelands; Mishal, Abdon, 31Helkil,

and Rehob-four towns.
32From the tribe of Naphtali they received the follo\ÂilL

towns with their pasturelands: Kedesh in Galilee (a cft
of refuge for those who accidentally killed someor
Hammoth-dor, and Kartan-three towns. 33So in all, tlt
teen towns with their pasturelands were allotted to the (i
of Gershon.

34The rest of the Leütes-the Merari clan-were gil
the following towns with their pasturelands from the d
of Zebulun: Jokneam, Kartah,3sDimnah, and Nahalal-fr
towns.

36From the tribe of Reuben they received the
towns with their pasturelands: Bezer,lahaz,*
and Mephaath-f our towns.

38From the tribe of Gad they received
with their pasturelands: Ramoth in Gilead (a ciÿ
for those who accidentally killed someone),
:sHeshbon, and Iazer-four towns. 40So in all, twelve
were allotted to the clan of Merari.

41The total number of towns and pasturelands
raelite territory given to the Leütes came
42Every one of these towns had pasturelands r

to

43So the LoRD gave to Israel all the land he had
give their ancestors, and they took possession of it
tled there. 4And the LoFo gave them rest on every
as he had solemnly promised their ancestors. None
enemies could stand against them, for the LoRD

them conquer all their enemies. 4sNot a single one of
good promises the Lono had given
Ieft unfulfilled; every,thing he had

tothefamily
spoken came true.

The Eastern Tribes Return Home
Then ]oshua called together the tribes of

rhemen of Reuben,Cad,and thehalf_tribeof Manas_ shinl
r the rest of Israel at Shiloh in the land of C";r;; ;;i'r;
.drted the journey back to their own lancl of Gilead, àwn I, ritory that belonged to them accorOing to ttre rom( ônÇr-lnd through Moses. Taber

:astern Tribes Build an Altar J;X
. hile,theywere.still in Canaan, and when they came to thà Ë

. alled Gelitoth- near rhe lordan River, thô men of iirà",
Gad, and the hatf-rribe of Manasseh stoppea to ptiËa

: : iarge and imposing altar. cause
rest of Israel heard that thepeopleof Reuben,Cad, Lono

Tall-tribeof Manasseh had builfanaltarat Geliloth being
. jge 

_of 
the land of Canaan, on the west side of the yài_ -:zi

er. r2So the u/hole community of Israel gathereâ at leadei
r nd prepared to go to war against them. ,ifi.rt,flor_ t inà,

. sent a delegation led by phinehas son of Eleazar. haone
1. lo talk u/ith the tribes of Reuben, Cad, and the God'ai
of Manasseh. r4ln this delegalion were len leaders ;il
ine I rom eacn ol the ten tribes, and each the head ness,,,,

:.l]ilywithin the clans of Israel. that th- :n they arrived in the land of Gilead, they said to the
leuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manaiseh, io,,The ,loshurmunityof IheLoRDdemandstoknowwhvvouare'a'{
- rhe Cod ot tsrael. How could you rum 

^*iv 
ùÀ Z 5

, rd build an^aitar for yourselvei in reUettion igainsi norive
_ ) our_stn at peor not enough? To this day we aie not and oft

"d ol it, even after the plague that struck lhe entire man. rl
, 0t th€ LoRD. rsAnd yeltoday you are tuminq awav for vôL

]nC ln*op Jf 
you rebelagainsilhe rono toaaÿ, for ÿoui-lgil w]tn a[ ol us tomorÏo\{. homeh

r need the altar because the land you porres ls w.ii-à,r ioin usin IheLoRD,sland,wteré tneraUerna_ tneior,
RD issituated,andshareourlandwrlhus. Sutao Ènd ;

rainsr the LoRD or againsr us by building an alta; ;i;il i
tne one ûue altar of the Lonn our God. 2oDidn,t of their- ier fail on the entire community of Israet wtren 

-- 
àl Sà-. embe-r of the clan of Zerah, sinned by stealingthe the B-o-c

:part for the LoRD*? He was not the only oneïho ih;;;l
r r se of his sin."
- :he peopleof Reuben, Gad, and th. frufftn. of ÊlT#ll

rnswered the heads of the clans of Israel: zz,,fhe théÀ ài. .lighry One, is God! The LoRD, the Migrrty One, is iàiiiei,
'\\ s the_ truth, and may Israel know-it, ioo! We il;ioi

. ll the allar in treacherous rebellion against the for vou.
rave done so, do not spare our lives tnË oa - 

riri on"'nË. t an altar for ourselves to turn away fro,i, tn. ià^r râ
'f er bu.rnt of I erings or grain of I ering, o, p.u.. Uàï.ri,,- ar Ïhe LoR-D himselt punish us. r:,.Bu
_tn ts, we have built this altar because we fear of the sr, :lture your descendants will say to ours,,Wnàt ifvo, int

ndve to worship the LoRD, the Coa of fraeiZ Ldüvài' rs placed the Iordan River as a barrier between sfeaà,'tit'
: rd you people of Reuben and Gad. you i,ave no na-cki àn, ono.'Soyour descendants mayprevent our de_ from thil::mworshipingthelono. r4,,So(
. . ided to build the allar, not for bumt ofterines Deeo li'out 

as a memorial. lt will remind ou, a.r..i_ I_o I uà,
-r descendants lhat we, too, have The right to ,rBut;;,

RD at his sanctuary \4/ith our bumt offirines, thiüiÀ.
- peace offerings. Ihen your descendants r.ült diroË", i
sa_y to ours,'you have no claim to the LoRD., tana né ir. lhis,ourdescendantscanreply,,Lookat this Lono ro-
-D Sàltarthatourancestorsmàde.lt isnottor aneerinii-. . orsacrifices;itisareminderoftherelatton- the"good

- 
f.,onpr.simildrlyrn) ):t t. 2,j2OfneHeoreM.rpmù.(o |e... -"a0rbrglqngthemdldnoftering 22:34\oN

22 Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 2He told
"You have done as Moses, the servant of the LoR-D,

mandedyou,
you. 3During the
tribes. You have been careful to obey the
Lono your God
LoRD your God
ised them. So go back home to the land that Moses,
vant of the LoRD, gave you as your possession on
side of the Iordan River. sBut be very careful to obo
commands and the instrucüons that Moses
Love the LoRD your God, walk in all his ways,
mands, hold firmlyto him, and serve himwilh all
and all your soul." 65o Ioshua blessed them and
away, and theywent home.

TMoses had given the land of Bashan, east of the
River, to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (The other ha!
tribe was given land west
away and blessed them, I

of the Jordan.) As loshua
8he said to them, "Go back

homes with the
mies-the vast

wealth you have taken from
of livestock, the silver, gold.

$eat
herds

and iron, and the large supply of clothing. Share
rÿith your relatives."

-

lll

W
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:. rreir pasturelands
riah 3sDimnah, and

i.,:as: Bezer, Iahaz -
1::

:: :: t , receit ed
i::--rih. in Gilead 1a

.:l. k:1led someon.
', -::--\\rs.loso

: - '.1Ê:eri.

: -:;,::s and
, :: a Le\-rtes came ::

: i!:,i aLl the
:,:.. .,Ck
rii:,ethem

:: - ii lnÈr _ l'

:--- a: 'j\a'i;

: ' L:J spOre:.

leturn Home

-'-::t:a:l

.,-:- -. .: rbe',

,: - :: , r,:

::',1::..'.-

,, of Israelheardthatthe people
.ribe of Manasseh had built an

ofReuben, Gad,
altar at Geliloth

against us by building an altar
of the LoRD our God. 2oDidn't

reply,'Look at this
made. Itis notfor

-ren of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manas_
. rest of Israel at Shiloh in the land of Canaan.
.: the,ourney back to their own land of Gilead,

belonged to them according to the LoRD's
: rough Moses.

Tribes Build an Altar
:rey\.ÿere still in Canaan, and when theycame to
.d Geliloth* near the Jordan River, the men of
:i, and the half-tribe of Manasseh stopped to

i - and imposing altar.

ship both ofus have with the LoRD.,2eFarbe it from us to re-
bel against the LoRD or tum away from him by building our
own altar for burnl offerings, $ain offerings, or sacriflces.
Only the altar of the LoRD our God that slands in front oi the
Tabernacle may be used for that purpose.,,

3owhen Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the com-
munity-the heads of the clans of Israel-heard this from
the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,' theywere satisfied. 3rPhinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, re-
plied to them, "Today we know the Lon» is among us be-
cause you have not committed this treachery against the
LoRD as we thought. Instead, you have rescued lsiael trom
being destroyed by the hand ot the LoRD.,,

32Then Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, and the other
leaders left the tribes of Reuben and Gad in Gilead and re-
turned to the land of Canaan to tell the Israelites what had
happened. 33And allthe Israelites \ryere saüsfied andpraised
God and spoke no more of war against Reuben and êad.

34The people of Reuben and Gad named the altar,Wit-
ness,"+ for they said, "It is a witness between us and them
that the LoR-D is our God, too."

joshua's Final Words to lsrael

)] Theyearspassed,andùe LoR hadgvenriepeople
Z J of Israel rest f rom ali their enemies. Ioshua, who was
now v-ery old, 2called together all the elders, leaders, judges,
and officers of Israel. He said to them, ,,I 

am now a very-old
man. :You have seen everything the LoRn your God has done
for you during my lifetime. The Lono your God has fought
for yox ag.ainst your enemies. 4I have ailotted to you as yàur
homeland all the land of the nations yet unconquereâ, as
well as the land of those we haye already conqueied-from
the iordan River to the Mediterranean Seà* in the west.5This
land will be yours, for the Lonn your God will himself drive
out.all the people liüng there now. you will take possession
oftheirland, iust as the Lom your God promised you.

- 
6"50 be very careful to follow everything Moses wrote in

the Book of Instruction. Do not deüate fr6m it, turning ei-
ther to the right or to the left. zMake sure you do not asüci-
ate with the other people still remaining in the land. Do not
even mention the names of their gods, much less swear by
them or serve them or worship them. sRather, cling tightû
to the LoR.D your God as you have done until now. -

_ 
e"For t}Ie LoRD has driven out great and powerful nations

tor you, and no one has yet been able to defeat you. roEach

one ofyou will put to flight a thousând ofthe enémy, forthe
Lom your God fights for you, iust as he has promiied. rrso
be very careful to love the LoRn your God.

1z'But if you tum away from him and cling to the customs
of the suryivors of these nations remaining àmong you, and
if you intermarry with them, 1 3then know fôr certain that the
LoRD your God vÿill no longer drive them out of your land. In-
stead, they will be a snare and a trap to you, a \,ÿhip for your
backs and thomy brambles in your eyes, and you will vahish
from this good land the LoRD your Côd has given you.

ra"Soon I will die, going the way of everything on earth.
Deep in your hearts you kno!ÿ that every promise of the
LoRD your cod has come true. Not a single one has failed!
rsBut as surely as the Lono your God has given you the good
things he promised, he will also bring disàster ôn you iiyou
disobey him. He will completely destroyyou from this gôod
Iand he has given you. r6lf you break the covenant oi the
LoRD your God by worshiping and serving other gods, his
anger will burn againstyou, and you will quicklyvanish from
the good land he has given you."

'. lanasseh. I4In this delegation were ten leaders
. :rom each of the ten tribes, and each the head

.i::!r. the)' received
:r arrived in the land of Gilead, they said to the
.n, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, r6,,The

,rthin the clans of Israel.

.d the altar because the land you possess is
rn us in the Lono's iand, where the Tabema-
s situated, and share our land u/ith us. Butdo

:t the LoRn or
- -rne true altar
.lonthe enüre community of Israel when
:r ofthe clan of Zeratr, sinned bystealingthe- :or the Lom+? He was not the only one who
nis sin."

::rple of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of
.:ed the heads of the clans of Israel: 22,,The

. ' . One, is God! The LoRD, the Mighty One, is
.he truth, and may Israel knol,ÿ it, too! We-. altar in treacherous rebellion against the

. Jone so, do not spare our lives this day. 23If
.:. altar for ourselves to turn away from the
' lurnt offerings't Lonn himself

or grain offerings or peace
punish us.

, rçe have built this altar because we fear
.-: rour descendants u/ill say to ours,,What

: to worship the Lonn, the God of Israel?
- :.ed the Jordan River as a barrier between

: people of Reuben and Gad. you have no
So descendants mayprevent our de-

Lono.
:tl0 the altar, not forbumtofferings

_. :s a memorial.It will remind our descen-
: ,, -endants that we, too, have the right to

:. his sanctuary with our burnt offerings,
t offerings. Then your descendants will
.-rurs,'You have no claim to the LoRD.

, ourdescendantscan
. .ar that our ancestors

' ,:.rifices; it is a reminder of the relation-

lil
simllarlyin22:1i. 22i20TheHebrewtemusedhererefestothecompleteconsecrationofthingscr:..:: -:-::
gi\lngthem as an offering. 22:34Some manùscripts lackthisword. 2i:4 Hebrew dl. Gr.rt ir.i

of Israel. How could you turn from

'leLoRD.
-. the LoRD. Ifyou rebel
_.. with



,OSHUA24...poget44
The LoRD's Covenant Renewed
) / Then Joshua summoned all the tribes of Israel to
Z'f Shechem, including their elders, leaders, judges, and
officers. So they came and presented themselves toêod.

zloshua said to the people, "This is what the LoRD, the
God of Israel, says: Long ago your ancestors, including Te-
rah, the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond thè Eu-
phrates River,* and they worshiped other gods. 3But I took
your ancestorAbrahamfrom the land beyond the Euphrates
and led him into the land of Canaan. I gave him màny de-
scendants through his son Isaac. 4To Isaac I gave |acob and
Esau. To Esau I gave the mountains of Seir, while Jacob and
his children went down into Egypt.

s"Then I sent Moses arid AarorL and I brought terrible
plagues on Egypt; and afterward I brought you out as a free
people. 6But when your ancestors arrived at the Red Sea,*
the Eglptians chased after you with chariots and chari-
oteers. zWhen your ancestors cried out to the LoRD, I put
darkness between you and the Eg)?tians. I brought the iea
crashing down on the Eg)?tians, drowning them. With your
very own eyes you saw what I did. Then you lived in the wil-
demess for manyyears.

one who rescued us and our ancestors from slavery in E
land of Egypt. He performed mighty miracles before o
very eyes. As we traveled through the wildemess among(f
enemies, he preserved us. rslt was the Lonn who drovè o
the Amorites and the other nations living here in the ld
So we, too, \ rill serve the LoRD, for he alone is our God.,,

leThen loshua wamed the people, "y6u are not abler
serve the LoRD, for he is a holy and jealous God. He willr
forgive your rebellion and your sins. 2olf you abandon û
Lon» and serve other gods, he will tum against you and&
stroy you, even though he has been so good to you."

2rBut the people answered Joshua, "No, we will serve t
Lor.ol"

22"You are a witness to your own decision," )oshua sdd
"You have chosen to serve the LoRD."

"Yes," they replied, "we are witnesses to what \rye hil
said."

23"All right then," Ioshua said, "destroy the idols amEl
you, and turn your hearts to the Lono, the God of Israel.'

,4The people said to Joshua, "We \.vill serve the LoRD û
God. We rviil obey him alone."

.Àuthor Samuel, according to.lewish tradition
j, nrren Uncertain, perhaps around .l 

000 e.c.
- 3ntent Often the greatest heroes appear in the midst orne Dook ot Judg€s, where true heroes and heroarrer the people have fallen into sin. After loshrr

or tsraet setUed their allotLed portions ot land. ii
serve as their king. But this required th.r iÉ;;;;rarety existed duiing this p"ri,r-,j. iÀ"'r"""i"'i"i.nÎ y9ys ot thejr pagan neighbors. lo punisn rn
netghbors to oppress them. The lsraelites then rrne ratsed up various leaders among them to dri;
.ludges. They not onty defeated thàrr-;;;ri;r";;,
tsraeiites, héarts baci to coa. suriimË;]i;r'ii;"
rheir oppressive neishbors, iÀ;;Ëi i;;;;.jl i;

:r_d Simeon,Conquer the Land dah. Thr'\e death of loshua, the Israeliles ask.a tf,. I-o*r, Àiàà in'I rribe shoutd go first to anack rhe Cr.rrrilîi;, lifî.qo answered,',ludah, for I have given tlem üc naaniüi
he land."- 1 of ludah said ro their relalives fro. rh. rrib. of ;X;i;ï
.llTlh yrlo fight againsrrhe Canaanires fivr* âlons'*i
ur y arroned To us. Then we !ÿi ll help you conqr.i.:iry."SothemenofSimeonwentwithludah., 

lsrael Fihe men of ludah attacked, the LoRD gave ïhe, i;rn.iï
. the Canaaniles and perizzites, ana tîey tiiËâ ,.;;;;;:

, mv waniors at the town of Bezek. rwhiiâ ;;;;: û;;i; ;
. . ounlered King Adoni_bezek and forgni àgri"it ir"i';'i
::^!illl1il.: and_ perizzires were defeared. And Cate/-K escapeo, Dut lne Israelites soon captured him scendantr

..îis thumbs,and big toes zrThe l.re./ek sard,,,I once had sevenry kings \,ÿith their f.brsii;r.r big-to-es cut ofr, earingscraps irom i;à;;;;i;. Ëffiiü;'onaspaidmebackforwhatldidtotne, ;in.y';iil.
r Ierusalem, and he died there.
- n 

.o 
r luaair-aüa;ï;; j;;U.* 

and caprured â:ff iTr.J. . ,ts people.and sening the city on fià!Th;; cïffi;i.1own ro fisht rhe canàanites ri";"g'i" tlrË'ilii i,ü'i;li"::e Negev,and the western foothilïs.* ,"rra;h iiiil;';;
- drnslrhe.Canaanires in Hebron (fo_.rry i.iiËj il;i'rnaÏ:r ,). defearing rhe forces of Sheshai, Ahilâ;,;;à 

"iîri.ïii
- ere rhey went to fighr againsr the peopte liüng 

*jH: 
I

' ,,?1.P,:l:l-,f ,lerry c-alted K i,i;rhïph;;i i"s i;';'.i'ir r w.u grve my daughter Acsah in maniàge to rrrËiiiunàr, dttacks and caprure-s Kiriath_sepher." ,rOinï ;;i;#i;;;I Caleb s younger brother, Kenaz ws th. ".. àew r;;;;red it, so Acsâh became Othnier s wtre. but they ner.sah married Othniet, she urged him* to urt 
"-]üfll,oi

: a fietd. As she gor down of, nË, aont.y,ë#ü liri"g i; Ë:,vhat's the maüer?,,

l, ,:.,^Xty;;rorher gifr. you have already 'i,ii:TI
0 rn rne Negev; now please give me springs oi Kiro; ;;;,

::^ci5P crr: f 
.r the upper a;d lo;;;Ç;fi;;' am;; i,#

l!-trtoe of ludah left lericho-rhe ciÿor siavei?oiü- Kenrles,.who were descendants or uosesl 
--;,TËrii

. .,. traveled \^/ith rhem inro the u/itdemes, àï1i," A-.,.i]à,o|
,. ühelah. I i"l 4 Grcekversion and Laln Vulga te rcad h? urgeà hù. I i1 7 a lirng5 0r people to the LoxD, either bv del'r..rrean 

a vàrianr speilin'!ïià;',;-,"i#.'oo"r'n"m or b},giung üem às an o:

fuocas

s"Finally,

the east side
I brought you

I oftheJordan.

25So |oshua made a covenant vr'ith the
into the land of the Amorites on Shechem, committing them to follow the
Theyfoughtagainstyou,butlde- lations of the 1o*r. ze;oshua recorded these things

i Instructions. As a reminder of theirstroyed them before
you took possession
por, king of Moab,
moned Balaam son

gods your ancestors served.
be the gods ofthe Amorites

beyond the Euphrates?
inwhose landyou now territory allotted

son ofAaron also
to the descendants of
died. Hewas buried in

you. I gave you üctory over them,
of their land. eThen Balak son of

and Book of God's
Zip- ment, he

started a war against Israel. He sum- terebinth
took a huge

tree beside the
stone and rolled it
Tabernacle ofthe Lonn.

of Beor to curse obut I would not 2Tloshua said to all the people, ,,This stone hasyou,1
blesslisten to him. Instead, I made Balaam you, ând so I res-

cued you from Balak.
lr"When you crossed the Jordan River and came to Jeri-

cho, the men of Jericho fought against you, as did the Amo-
rites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Girgashites,the Hiütes, and the Jebusites. Butlgaveyou vic-
toryoverthem. 12AndI sentterror* ahead ofyou to drive out
the two kings of the Amorites. It was not your swords or atthe age of 1 10. roTheyburiedhim in thelandhe
bows that brought you victory. r3I gave you land you had not allocated, at Timnath-serah in the hill country of

north of Mount Gaash.r,ÿorked orL and I gave you towns you did not build-the
townsurhereyou arenowliüng. I gave you üneyards andol- rtThe people of Israel sefled the Lono
ive groves for food, thoughyou dià noi plantthem. lifetime of Ioshua and of the elders who outlived14"So fear the Lopo and serve him wholeheartedly. Put thosewhohad personally experienced all that the
awayforever
lived beyond

the idols your ancestors worshipedwhenthey donefor Israel.
the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the :zThe bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had

LoRD alone. 15But if you refuse to serve the LoRD, then along with them lryhen they left Egypt, were buried
choose today whom you will serve. Would you preferthe chem,inthe parcel of $ound Iacob had

Leaders Buried in the Promised Land
2eAfter this, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the

Or will it sons of Hamor for 100 pieces of silver.* This
live? But cated in rhe

as for me and my family, we will serve the Lono.,, 33Eleazar
lrThe people replied, "We would never abandon the country of Ephraim, in the town of Gibeah, which

LoRD and serve other gods. l7For tÏe Lono our God is the given to his son Phinehas.
24tzHebtewthe"iÿetalsoin24:3,14,15.24t6\ebtewSeaofreeri§.24:l2oftenrendercdthehamet.Theî@aningoftheHebrewisuncertai[
24t32Hebrew 100 kesit4fu; the value or weight of the kesitah is no longer knoM.

I
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B.C.
- tent often the greatest heroes appear in the midst of the worst chaos and confusion. This ls true inthe book of Judges, where irue heroes and heroiner repeatedly are called upon to save the dayafter the peopre have failen into sin. After Joshua's ,rrniu, con(r"red canaan, itre iwetve trioeso[ rsraer settred their ailotred portions of ra'nd. They had no eaàhry ting, o"iurre iài *u, toserve as rheir king. But this required that the peopre foilow and oÉ,"v c1J_îiitri.ion rnatrarely exisled during this period. The people soon became unl'aithlul to Cod and practiceo

the ways of rheir pagan neiqhbors. ro puirisn rheir disobedieni", ô;Jrr|ct"ei'ü5'ri,aelr"s
l:igll^"-l: ,: 

"p.press 
them. The rsraerites then repenred and asked cod ro rescue them, ano sone rarseo up vdflous readers among Lhem to drive out the enemy. These readers were \-own as

iuds::.I|uy not only defeated the-ir enemies and drove them fiom tne tanJuut tÀev turned rhetsraejites' hearts back to cod. But time after time, soon att", tÀ" puopÈ *.i"lîrii.ràc rro.their oppressive neighbors, they lost their zeal foi Coà, and tf..,e *frofL .y.Ë Lü;;;;, 
".

rïil

: Simeon Conquer the Land

. .d with them into the wildemess of fu-

2lThe faiied to drive out the
who were So to this

determined to in that 28\!hen the Israelltes

: death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the LoRD,
:ribe should go first to attack the Canaanites?,,

, , answered, "ludah, for I have given them üc_
.land."

dah. They settled among the people there, near the towr of
Arad in the Negev.

rzThen Judah joined wtth Srmeon to fight against the Ca-
naanites living in Zephath. and mev completù destroyed*
the town. So the tour uas named Hormàh.* ,âin addiiion.
]udah captured the r r*-: of Caza, Ashkelon, and Ekron,
along with their surIo)ndlng territories.

rlJudah said to their relaüves from the tribe of
,\ith us to fighl againsl the Canaanites livins
allotted lo us. Then we will help you conquei' ' So the men of Simeon went witir Judah. 

'
, men of fudah attacked, the LoRD gave them
lle Canaanites and perizzites, and t-hey killed

warriors at the town of Bezek. iWhilâ ar Be_
.rntered KingAdoni-bezek and foughr against
, Canaanites and perizzites were defàated.
:scaped, but the Israelites soon captured him

. thumbs and big toes.
ik said, "I once had seventy kings lvith their
I toes.cxt off, eating scraps from under myta-
is paid me back forwhat I didto them.,,They

-rsalem, and he died there.
. iudah attacked ]erusalem and captured

, people and setting the city on fire. eThen
i. to fight the Canaanites IMng in the hill
.rgev, and the western foothills.* roJudah
, , the Canaanites in Hebron (formerlv called

r.leating the forces of Sheshai, Ahimân, and

lsrael Fails to Conquer the Land
reThe LoRr x as H'1th the people ofludàh, and theytookpos_
session of the hill country. But they failed to drive ouithe
people li\ing in the plains, who had iron chariots. 2oThe
to$.n-of Hebron u,as glr.'en to Caleb as Moses had promised.
And Caleb drove out the people living there, who were de_
scendants of the three sons of Anak.

. iney weni to fight against the people living
: Debir (formerly called Kiriàthlsepherl
.,rll give_ my daughter Acsah in maniàge to
,.ks and captures Kiriath-sepher.,, r3oahni-
, :b's younger brother, Kenà2, was the one
: so Acsah became Othniel,s \.ÿife.

îarried Othniel, she urged him+ to ask
,J. As she got down off her donkey, Caleb. ! the matter?,,

. me_have another gift. you have already
, Negev; now please give me springs of

gave her the upper and lower springs.
:e of fudah left ]ericho-the citv of
.s. who were descendants of Moses,
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32lnstead, the people of Asher moved in among the Canaan- quickly they tumed away from the p_ath of their ancestor

ites,whocontroileàtheland,fortheyfailedtodrivethemout. whohadwalkedinobediencetotheLoRD'scommands.
s3likewise, the tribe of Naphtaii failed to drive out the lsWhenever the LoRD raised up a judge_over Israel,h

residents of Beth-shemesh aàd Belh-anath. Instead, they was with that judge and rescued the people from lheir en

moved in among the Canaanites, who controlled the land. mies throughout the iudge's lifetime_. For the LoRD took Ë
Nevertheless, thé people of Beth-shemesh anC Beth-anath on his people, who were burdened b) oppression and su

were forced io woik ai slaves for the people ôf Naphtali. ferirg. rgBut when the judge died, the people retrmed r
34As for the tribe cf Dan, the AnLoriteiforced them back their corrupt ways, behaüng worse than those who hl

into the hill country and would not let them come down into lived before them. They went afÏer other gods, serving a
the plains. 35The Amorites were determined to stay in worshiping thert1...And they refused to give up their €r

Mou;t Heres, Aijalon, and Shaaibim, but when the descen- practices and stubborn ways.

dants of Joseph Éecame stronger, they forced the Amorites 2oso the LoRD burned with anger against Israel- He û
to work âs slaies. :eThe bound''ary of ihe Amorites ran from "Because these people have üolated my co'venant, whiÔ

iiorpion Pass* to sera and conünued upward from ther" ïiff,H,l1ffi,"iî:ï:":ifïiiT;;àgiii.:1 Ë{f:Tilii
The LoRD's Messenger Comes to Bokim conquered when he died. 22I did this to test trsraei-totr
.t The aneel of the Lcno went up from Ciisal to Bokim and whether or not they would {ollô\,ÿ the ways of the I oRDi

Z said to"rhe Israelites, "l broüght vou o-ut of tgypt into lheir ancestors did." zrThat is why the LoRn left thoser
this land that I sy/ore to give yoür ancestors, anà'i said I tions in place. He did not. quickly drive them out or ab
would never break my covenairt with you. 2For your part, losh'Ja to conquer them al}.

you were not to make any covenants vÿith the peopie liüng
inthisland;insteaC,youweretodestroyfheiraltars.Butyou The Nations Left in Canaan
disobeyed my comn'land. Why did you do this? 3So now I de- 2 These are the nations that the LoRD left in the ladT

clare tliat I will no longer drive out the people living in your J test those Israelites who had not experienced the rl
land. They will be thoins in your sides,; and their [odi will of Canaan. 2He did this to teach warfare to generations d
be a consiant temptation to you." raelites who had no experience in battle. 3These are thet

4when the angèl of the Lono finished speaking 10 all the tions: the Philistines (those living under the five Philisln

Israelites, the peàple wept loudly. sSo theÿ called-the place rulers), all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hiütert
Bokim (whictr means "weeping;'), and they offered sacri- ing in the rnountains of Lebanon from Mount Baal-herilricestheretotheloRD 

li.li3 l3l',iÏl;'fll rî§î:iii:"'#ii:"Ji],llliffi
The Death ofloshua Lon»hadgiventotheirancestorsthroughMoses.
eÂfter Ioshua sent the people away, each ofthe tribesleftto 5So the people of Israel liv€d among the Canaanites'X

takepossessionoftheiandaltotteâtothem.TAndthelsrael- tites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hiütes, and Jebusites,6andl
ites ierved the LoRD throughout the iifetime of Ioshua and intermarried vÿith them. Israelite sons married their d{
the leaders who oullived liim-those who had seen all the ters, and Israelite dauBhters were given in marriage to il
$eat things the Loa.c had done for Israel. sons. And the Israelites sewed their gods.

: .riamin. The Israelites sent Ehud to deliver their tribute:r 
,to 

King Eglon of Moab. 1650 Ehud *rO. iààulfà_:,I daggerthatl4ras about a foot* lon& r"d h; il.;;;d'it
ighJt hjgh, keeping ir hidden undËr hi, .t"thiü:"..Ë;

. 1' rne ln bute money to Eglon, who was very fatl
I ter delivering the payment, Ehud started irome with

- -,:lg 
n1d helped carry rhe tribure. reBut when Ehud lcarnesroneldotsnearGilgal,hetumed back.Hecame lr n and said,"Ihavea secretmessageforyou.,,

-,ie king cûmmanded his servantsl,,ne qiieit,,ana ne 
1rem all out ofthe room.

^:l,T,u!k.d 
over to_Egton, who was siting alone in a i)stalrs room. And Ehud said,,,l have a me-ssase from)l you!".As King Eglon rose from nis sear,ïfnuJ td.with his left hand, pulJed out the drgg..,t ipp.àlà i

--'T t rnigh, a.nd plunged it into the king,s belly. irThe ;.:' rvent so deep that the handle disapp"earea teneatn a
s :.1î!.s" llug dl{iror purr our trrô àaggei,;;;iË ;-owers emptied.* 2rThen Ehud closed anàlocked the e

r_f the room and escaped down the latrine;- 
-'-'- "'- 

;;I,er Ehud was.gone, the king,s servants retumed and à
lilî:.,l: t".lh.,rpstairs room locked. rhey rhought

.'rr 0e usrngthe larrine in the room,:ssothéywaiüd. u'en the king didn,t come out afrer a fons AÉuu. iirË ,j-' concemed end got a key. And when [nev oij.nu1 ,l. . rs, tney tound their rnaster dead on the floôr. 
' 

;;. 1t le the servants vÿere waiting, Ehud escaped, passins i
r.e lools on_his way to sejrah. zzwhen he aËivea ii '

. country of Ephraim, Ehud sounded a calt to aÀi. 
"r,: led a band of Israelires down fro. if"ïirr* -"'- ::

low me," he said,,,for the Loao has give, ,0, ui.to_ 'a
1l 

y-1ul *..*/,. so rhey f oirowed him. a,ià ir,.l riàl ."oK conrot o1 the shallow crossings of the IordanIoss from\4oab, preventing anvonè lrom crossinp. otrvaüackedtheMoabitesandkilledabout 10.000;f ;;
cngesl and most abte_bodied warriors. loion" Ài #j. aped. roSo Moab was conquered uv xru.f rt ài à* 6"

:e was peace in the land for eighty years. , ' 
..

cated, at

sJoshua son of Nun, the servant of t}Ie LoRD, died at the
ageof 11 0. eThey buried him in

Timnath-serah* in the
north of Mount Gaash.

the land he had been allo- Othniel Becomes lsrael's Judge
hiil country of Ephraim, TThelsraelitesdideülin

the LoRD their God, and

- :ar Becomes lsrael,s,ludge
-:ru_d, Shamgar son of A nath rescued Israel. He once

',10 Philistines lÿith an ox goad.

-ah Becomes lsrael,s ludqe'Ehud's death, the kraeliles again did eyil in the,rr,,s sight. 2So rhe t,oRD turnedihem ou.iiï'«mg' Llzzor, a Canaanite king. The commander o[ hjs. Stsera, who lived in Harosheth_haggoyrm :Sisera.
: 900 i ron charj ots, n lth lessly oppl essed the lsrae! .

iÊntyyears. Then the oeople o1 llr"ael cried oul to
ror help.

ar€
Sis

rte

anc
hin

Thr

5

the Asherah poles. EThen the LoRD burned with
lsrael Disobeys the LoRD against Israel, and he tumed them over to
loAfter that generation died, another generation grew up rishathaim of Aram-naharaim.* And the

who did not acknowledge the Lono ol remember the mighty Cushan-dshathaim for eight years.

things he had done for Israel. eBut when the people of Israel cried out to the
rrThe Israelites did eül in the Lono's sight and served help, the LoPr raised

was Othniel, the son
up
of

a rescuer to save them.
Caleb's younger brother,the images of Baal. 12They abandoned the LoRD, the God of

their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They
went after other gods, worshiping the gods

around them. And they angered the LoRD.

doned the LoRD to serve Baal and the images
l4This made the LoRD

of the people
r3They aban-
of Ashtoreth.

burn with anger against Israel, so he
raiders who stole their possessions.

them
were

toThe Spirit
rael'siudge.
of Aram,
there was
of Kenaz

the LoRD gave King Eglon
cause of their eül. l3Eglon r

alekites as allies, and then

of the LoRD came upon him, and he
He went to war against King

lsrael's ludge
Israelites did evil in the Lono's

him

handed them over to
He turned them over to their enemies all around, and they Ehud Becomes
were no longer able to resist them. lsEvery time Israel went r2once again the

rah,the \^/ife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was p

)raet at that time. 5She would sit rinCôr the palm oi
berween Ramah and Bethel in rfre nilf iounrr.. ài
rnd the Israelites would go to her for i;à_.â;;
rhe s€nt for Barak son of Abinoam, who liverl in t

: the land 
,of Naphtali. Sne saia to nm, ;inii 

iT. Lonn, the God of Israel, commands yor, Caf àri 4 ,,1

...,trrior_s from the ffibes of Naphtali anâ Zebulun ai
rDor. /And I will call out Sisera, commander of tl-

'-rn)', àlong\,ÿith his chariots and warriors, to the Ki_- Thenrlwillgiveyouüctoryoverhim.,, s Ti
rolcl her "l wrl1 go, but only ii you go wrth me.,,\vel, snereptled,,.I\4illgorMithyou.Butyouwill jr
nonor tn this venture, for the Lon_o,s üctôry over

. -qoned, the length ofivhjch is unce.tain. ,iZ2Ot andit came outbehi..ettain. 4t11 or f\ther-in taw.

out to battle, the LoRD fought against them, causing
tobe defeated,iust as he hadwamed. Andthe people enlisted the Àmmonites

Israel cried out to the

paraüel text at Iosh 24:30; Hebrew reads
io havebeen locatedbetweenthe Euphrates anc

of Moab control over

in great distress. he went out and defeated
takingpossession of Jericho, the city of palms.

The LoRD Rescues His People raelites served Eglon of Moab for eighteen years.
16Then the Lono raised up iudges to rescue the Israelites lsButwhen the people of

, again raisedfrom their attackers. 1ryet Israel did not listen to the judges help, the Lono
but prostituted themselves by worshiping other gods. How name was Ehud son of Gera,

1i36*lefiewAkrabbifl.2t\Hebte\ÿTlpAùilLbeiflAoursides;compareNum33:55.2:9Asin
avariantspellingofTiBnath"serah.3:84/4m'naharaimfreans"Aranofthetwoilvers,"thought
Rivers in northwestern Mesopotamia.

orhnil
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''nin.ThelsraelitessentEhudtodelivertheirtribute Siserawillbeatthehandsofawoman.,,soDeborahwent': King Eglon of Moab 163o Ehud made a double- with Barak to Kedesh. roAt Kedesh, nirak called together: -:ggerthatwasaboutafoot+lon€,andhestrappedit the tribes of Zebulun r"a Nrptirrii"d-l0,000 waniors..tthigi,keepingithiddenundèrhisclothing.rzHe wentupwithhim.Deborahalsàweniùii ninl.

ine tribute money to Eglon, who was very fat. rNôw Heber the Kenite, a descendant of Moses,brother_
' 
r delivering the palment, Ehud started home with in-law* Hobab, haa morea âwiy rrominà oit ., *emu.r, or:rhadhelpedcarrytherribute.reButwhenEhud histribeanapitcneanistàÀtUirtr*"rii"iZranannimnearr he stone idols near Gilgal,he turned back. He came Kedesh.- rnd said, "I have a secret message for you." 12When Sisera was told that Barak son of Abinoam had
' king commanded his servants, "Be quiet!" and he gone up to Mount Tabor, r:he called for all g00 of his iron'. all out of the room. àhariois and all of his warriors, and they marched from
r. warked over to Eglon, who was sitting arone in a Harosheth-haggoyrm to tt e iisiro; Rü. ': :irs room. Ànd Ehud said, "I have-a meisage from r4Then Deborah said to Barak, 

,.Get 
readyl This is the daÿour" As King Eglon rose from his sear, 2rEhud rhe LoR_D anrr gve yàu vtirory ôi.i-siràirli.iïÉ;i;;1,

,rth his left hand, pulled out the dagg€r.str.apped to marciring àneà of'you.,, So Éaraf< fea nis i-0,000 warriors
'righ, ard plunged it into the king's bellÿ.-zz1h. down thË slopes of Mount Tabor into uittte.-,rwnen sarar.rtsodeepthatthehandledisappearedbeneath attacked,theLoRDthrewsiseraandallhischariotsandx.ar-

I . :at so Ehud diq not pull out thè àagger, and the riors intô à panic. sisera leaped down iiàm nis .t1unot una
"eisemptied.*z3ThenEhudclosedandlockedthe escapedonioot.roThenBaàkchàsedtheiÀariotsandthe
re room and escaped down the latrine.+ enemy army all the way to Hir;;h;tl"h;gg;)r. krtiirg a1l

. - :hud was.gone, the king's servants retumed and of sisâra,s waniorr. Nôt u singÈànà *url!?ir5r.doorstothe_upstairsroomlocked.Theythought rzMeanwhile,Siserarantôthetentof iaei ttqtieof,eusingthelatrineintheroom,zssotheywaitéd. generitreKenite,becauseHeber,sfamih.v,:s:r:nendlv
'ekingdidn'tcomeourafteratongdélay,they termswitni,rqiioi"ïii:r2àï;;l;;i,,;r, _,r_..i slr.:ncernedandgotakey.Andwhentheyopened eraandsaidtoËim,,,Comeintomytents;::t:etn.oon,t
hey found their master dead on the floôr. 

- 
be afraid.;; So he went into her tent ":: !:: :.\ pred him: :he servantswere waiting,Ehud escaped, passing \,ÿith a blanket.

,lolson^his_waytoSeirah.rzlVhen-lie-anivedii rs,pÈisegivemesomersater::r:.:.::.i:r:rsr\.,,S0
--,ryof Ephraim,Ehudsounded.acall toarms. snegavàÀirsomemilkfror =:.:.- 

..::: .:.tniÀ: r band of Israeiites down from the hills. ,niiT',.ne,"hesaid,"fortheLoRDhasgivenyou.üctory 2o.,Standatthe door oii.: .=:: :. :: :::: It ar.rL,odI: iutenem_y."Sotheyfollowedhim.Andthelsra comesandasksyou iitir:. , .. _.. ,.,, ,. ..'" ""'
-cntrol of the shallow crossings_of the Jordan ,,Buiwhen Siserà rr.. ,. .:: .. - .:::_r--- T:;. .,:
-om\4oab,preventinganvonèfromcrossing. g1;ycre;i;;iàh:-, ,-,1,-=.,__ . .-::: __.:ïr
,.kedtheMoabitesandkiiledaboul l0,000;f iiâ;rtü;i0,,._...._. .. . ,-. . ,_., .-t .r.,t and mosl able-bodied warriors. Not one of -n,,"i ," . . -, - .: rosoMoabwasco_nqueredbylsraelthatday. " ïi."*,--=.-,. . -. .. -. : : i ...:_ :.. t.=: - :ueaceinlhelandforeightyyears. meerfii,1.-,., -. -,: :,,.*.-.._..*,_....

s"romesrsraet'sJudge ('jrtlrï:.-:.i.,...,1..:.'..1.:.r;,-,-,r.:-.;-';[d
:ShamgarsonofAnathrescuedlsrael.Heon.e .;<---'-,,,.,,.,:r.._r:.::ii,,,. j:l_.i:.."an:-.listineswithanoxgoad. 

.. .1. :...-, ::_:- :.-:.:::a -.i -:::: :.-j_a s:icnger

:rcomes rsraers ludge 
:t'! s:lr::i: j., -, :. ::-jr:. -:-r .:: : ' : a.,toüd

;d's death, the Israelites again did eül in the
lt. 2So the LonI turned them over to King The Sonq of Deborah

a Canaanite king. The commanderof hii i n",ri.l,.:-...1. .-. ._,.-a,u,horivedinH,ô,n*r,-fjsili;::rï:Ji 5 P^it*i":,t 
r:::::: : :3:::. : : ,: Abinoam sans

.:cn chariots, ruthlessly oppressed the Israel. -
i'ears. Then the peopie ot'Israel cried out to 2 "lsrael's leaders took charge,
e]p. and the people gladiy fotlowed.

:r.e wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was Praise the LoRD!

' that time. 5she would sit under the palm of r ,,, i-,^.. ..^
ien Ramah and B.rh.r . ü'.iii:';,'"r,r' ;i ' ti:i:#ii*iÿou 

mighty rurersr:'.,e rsraetites would go t".Tt'::J*ryïl Eoiiiniriiingtot.ro*o.,:nt for Barak son of Abir
. rnd of Naph.tali. rn. ,ri;ti'#,î:.|ff[1: IwillmakimusictotheLoRn,thecodof Israei.

' :he God of Israel, commands you: Call out 4 "LoRD, when you set out from Seir-: lromthetribesof NaphtaliandZebulunat andmarchedacrossthefieldsof Edom,-rnd I will call r-rut Sisera, commander of theearthtrembled.

::.sed up a judge over
.:-led the People from
. : llfetime. For the LoRD

:.;idened
::ge died,
:, :'l \{orse than who
...ir: after other gods,

ky retused to give uP

rys.
'*::t anger against Israel, FIe

1 ,. \jclated mY covenant,
s ::.d have ignored
i. :he nations that Joshua
: ëi did this to test
:lC iollow the ways of the
i-at is why the LoRD left
:: quickly drive them out or

.anaan
-s :i',at the LoRD left in the
hllo had not experiencd
r Teachwarfareto
ir:ence in battle. 3These

:se iling under the five
. ';'.e Sidonians, and the
:elanon from Mount
lecple were left to test

='; rçould obey the

isiaelite sons manied
ters rvere given in

=n ed their gods.

ael's ludge
' i? LôRD'S

::i served
:É: ihe LoRD burnec
l::.ed them over to
.|::arm.* And the
::iri \ eaIS.

. :: Isiael cried out lc
: : :asauer to save t,i.-'
::,::ieb's younger
:::--e upon h.im, ani

ù r: against
r"\ e Othniel
::i for fortyyears.

l's Judge
:tes did evil in the
.:: o: Moab conlrol l,s
::.1listed
'a: ie went out ani

'.a r: lsrae1 cried ou:
i:sai llp a rescuel ta

oe:: a left-handeC rr

his chariots and warriors, to the Ki-
will give you victoryoverhim."

only if you go lryith me."
- ..- "t.\ /ill go, but

and the cloudy skies
s The mountains quaked

the God of Mount Sinai-

poured down rain.
in the presence of the LoRD,

, - e replied, "I wiil go with i,ou. But you will- r this venture, for the LoRn's üctory over
in the

the
presence ofthe LoRD,
God of israel.

_ :: :l ralfee:::: ::'rhofwhichisuncenain 3r22orrndii.ameoutbehind. lt23oronduentoutthroughthepor.h;themeaningofther 11 at ldther-in lau

.iullllü



I IUDGES 6...pose148

6 "In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,
and in the days of rael,

people avoided the main roads,
and travelers stayed on winding pathways.

7 There were few people left in the üllages of Israel*-
until Deborah arose as a mother for Israel.

8 Whenisraelchosenewgods,
war erupted at the ciry 8ates.

Yet not a shield or spear could be seen

among forty thousand warriors in Israel!
, My heart is with the commanders of Israel,

with those who volunteered for war.
Praise the LoRDI

ro "Consider this, you who ride on fine donkeys,
you who sit on fancy saddle blankets,
and you who walk along the road.

1r Listento the üllage musicians*
gathered at the watering holes.

They recount the righteous üctories of the LoRD

and the victories of his üllagers in Israel.
Then the people of the LoRD

marched down to the city gates.

12 "Wake up, Deborah, wake upl
Wake up, wake up, and sing a song!

Arise, Barakl
Lead your captives away, son of Abinoam!

rr "Down from Tabor marched the few against the
nobles.

The people of the LoRD marched down against
mighty warriors.

r4 They came down from Ephraim-
a land that once belonged to the Amalekites;
they followed you, Beniamin, with your troops.

From Makir the commanders marched down;
from Zebulun came those who carry a commander's

staff.
15 The princes of Issachar were with Deborah and Barak.

They foilowed Barak, rushing into the valley.
But in the tribe of Reuben

there was $eat indecision.
16 \{hy did you sit at home among the sheepfolds*

to hear the shepherds whistle for their flocks?
Yes, in the tribe of Reuben

there was great indecision.
t u Gilead remained east of the ,ordan.

And why did Dan stay home?
Asher sat unmoved at the seashore,

remaining in his harbors.
r8 But Zebulun risked his life,

as did Naphtali, on the heights of the battlefield.

tp "The kings of Canaan came and fought,
at Taanach near \4egiddo's springs,
but they carried off no silver treasures.

20 The stars fought ftom heaven.
The stars in their orbits fought against Sisera.

2r The Kishon River swept them away-
that ancient torrent, the Kishon.

March on with courage, my soul!

because they did not come to help the LoRD-
to help the LoRD against the mighty warriors.'

24 "Most blessed among women is Jael,
the wife of Heber the Kenite.
May she be blessed above all women who live in

tents.
5 Sisera askedforwater,

and she gave him milk.
In a bowl fit for nobles,

she brought him yogurt.
,6 Then with her left hand she reached for a tent peg,

and vÿith her right hand for the workman's hammer.

She struck Sisera vÿith the hammer, crushing his head.

With a shattering blow, she pierced his temples.
zz He sank, he fell,

he lay still at her feet.
And where he sank,

there he died.

28 "FIom the window Sisera's mother looked out.
Through the window she watched for his return,

saying,
'Why is his chariot so long in coming?

Why don't we hear the sound of chariot wheels?'

2e "Her\À/isewomenanswer,
and she repeats these words to herself:

30 'They must be diüding the captured plunder-
with a woman or two for every man.

There will be colorful robes for Sisera,
and colorful, embroidered robes for me.

Yes, the plunder will include
colorful robes embroidered on both sides.'

"''"ffi iljI,*,,3ï#ï#:ï"ii#iiffÀi',,"," ., I
*.n ,nlro.t[lp.ace in the tand for forty years. I
Gideon Becomes lsrael's ludge

'' 0f auiinepresstohidethegraintromtheMidianiles. \^lr.
. lgel of the LoRD appeared to him and said, ,.Might) 

Baa.
ie LoRD is withyou!" one

:u," Gideon replied, "if the Lono is with us, whv has all call€
.)pened to us? Andwhereareall themiraclesouran- beca

'old us about? Didn't they say,.The LoRD brought us
0l E$,pt'? But now the Lono has abandoned ui and Cid,

. I us over to the Midianites." r3sor
.n the LoR-D turned to him and said,,,Co \4/ith the Deor
.r you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. I cros:

: Jing youl" the S
: Jt Lord," Gideon replied,,,how can I rescue israel? My ram,

.he weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am zer c
::t in my entire family!" nass(:: Lono said to him, "I will be with you. And you will warr
. the Midianites as if you were figÀting against one 16.

Jeon replied, "If you are_truly going to h.tp .., ,i,o, luÿ'
:n to prove that it is really the Lom speaking to me. the fl' 
E0 away until I come back and bdng my offéring to dry, t

\vÿered, "I will stay here until you retum.,, iir:l;
(on hurried home. He cooked a young goat, and the fl

::sket+ of flour he baked some bread withôut yeast. 3el
:r:rying the meat in a basket and the broth in a p;t, he me, b
them out and presented them to the angel, wiro was for ot

r,e great ree. the gt
. angel of God said to him, ,,place 

the meat and the did à:
. ied bread on this rock, and pour the broth over it.,, the gr
-eon did as he was told. 2lThen the anget of the Lono

, - the meat and bread wirh the tip of ihe staff in his Gide
: fire flamed up from the rock and consumed all he a S
!ht. And the angel oI the LoRD disappeared. / u,':n Gideon realized that it was the anàèl of the LoRn, Midia

. :ut, "Oh, Sovereign Lom, I,m doomid! I have seen hillof
of the Lono face to facel,, wa[i(

' all right," the Lono replied. ,,Do not be afraid. you Israelj
:ie." zaAnd Gideon built an altar to the LoRD there their (

red it Yahweh-shalom (which means ,,the 
LoRD is timid

fhe altar remains in Ophrah in the land of the clan 22,00
:r to this day. willinr

.: night the Lono said to Gideon,,,Take the second 4Bi- your father's herd, the one that is seven years old. Bring.
-L )'our father's altar to Baal, and cut down ihe Ashe_ mine"r
,landing beside it. ,6Then build an altar to the LoRD took h

here 
_on this hilltop sanctuary, lalng the stones üde rt

iacrifice the bull as a burnt offering'on the altar, cuprt.;
-,el the wood of the_ Asherah pole yoù cut down.,, ao'gs. i
leon look ten of his servants and did as the LoRD dri-nk-nanded. But he did it at night because he ÿr'as men d

:he other members of his father,s household and their kI : ofthetown. 7Th
-îe next.mornin&as thepeopleof thetownbegan cue yo
:eone olscovered that the altar of Baal had been the otl

: :u.n and that the Asherah pole beside it had been rams, l- ln their place a ne\,ÿ altar had been built, and on it he kep
r?mainsofthebullthathadbeensacrificed.æThe Th;
. ü to each other, "Who did this?,, And after asking pThat r- i making a careful search, they learned that it wai ite carr
-.e son of foash. are afri
' : out your son," the men of the town demanded of purah.
, must die Jor destroying the altar of Baal and for will be Ir ,\n the Asherah pole.,, So G
tash shouted to the mob that confronted him, enemÿ

,u defending Baal? Will you argue his case? ple oi
:r ephah tlo q\arts or 22 litersl. 7:3 Hebrewu aA leaue Mount Gîlead. T.

: thernâmeforMount Gilboa.

6 The Israelites did evil
handed them over to

in the LoRD's sight.
the Midianites for

they stayed

So the
seven

2The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites
ing places for themselves in the mountains, caves,

would attack Israel, 4camping

crops as far away as Gaza. They
ing to eat, taking a1l the
sThese enemy hordes,

in the lând and
left the Israelites with

sheep, goats, cattle, and
coming with their livestock

they
And

arrived ontents, were as thick as locusts;
camels too numerous to count.
landwas stripped
by the Midianites.

bare. 65o Israel was reduced to
Then the Israelites cried out to the

22Thenthehorses'hooveshammeredthe$ound, notworshipthegods
the galloping, galloping of Sisera's mighty steeds. now live.' But you have

23 'Let the people of Meroz be cursed,' said the angel of the I lThen the angel of

for help.
TWhen they cried outto the LoRDbecause of

LoRD sent a prophet to the Israelites. He said, "This is

the LoRD,the God of Israel, says: I broughtyou up out
ery in Eglpt. eI rescued you from the Eg)?tians and
who oppressed you. I drove out your enemies and
their land. 101 told you,'I am the LoRD your God. You

of the Amorites, in whose lard
not listened to me."
the LoRD came and sat

LoRD. $eat tree at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the
'Letthembeutterlycursed, Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat d

5:TThemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain.5:IlThemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain.

I

strongholds.

M §



-:: <ü!.,<utuldtctLt
:i:: - i: the \çorkman's
: :--: aa:i]mer, CruShing hiS

:. , ,,. !:e prerced his templ€j

ÿ:: : rïother looked out.
r É !:a Natched for hls reEit:-

.::.' rn coming?
' ::. sound of chariot\vheelsl

l, r:
::a !,, llds to herself:

a 
-:: captured plunder-

cl::ieveryman.
'::: es for Sisera,
, .:.:ed robes for me.

':r-Cered on both sides.'

-.<r..es die like Sisera!
. r,, e vou rise like the

:e iand for forÿ years.
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à'llnepresstohidethefiain.fromlheMidianites. 

whoeverpleadshiscase\.vill beputlodedrhbymorningrll-.,;ili;i"^îîiiPeared"to him and s,id;;il];;î À,.ir.,rl,i, a goa, reu,im âLiàn'Ji,iilîà,, una desrroy rhe

i.'fiJJïfitJi]:::#Iy*rs,whyhasa, :Liüi:,'.'f.[::fË,1."*ï;IllU,frut:f:ilfil
a,'uuouiz'ôlànii,Ë;§rilr'|;il'fiili;ili;; becausehebroked"*n,àlî,rt*'"""'

;TJ ; iil: i,:ï,11i1;p'n;, u.^d#;ii ;il G ideon Asks ror a S iln
the L.RD ru;;il;;i' 

1i:i,-id:1g',y,r *. ;.'"i:3iTËïtJ?:flïi'i""i,Hflil;l,i1fï'lliJlâ
,ifii 

,,o rescue Israel from ttre uioianiiel. i Ëroïiï ï^. ,oro-, camping in rhe varày-ot yez1ss1. ,o16..
àId,.,cideonrepried,,rowcanrïescyïr_,3.,r1vy jHiiH":l::ïï;xl*x;:ru, 

1:l^rr
ii!:iË;sffioletribeorManas'er',,rnàir.i 

,Ëi.r.î,"r.,ir,,s.arrosànirài,.ng.ï,,rn,ousnorrÀ,1r_
-ono said to him,i,l wilt be, nasseh. Asher,..Zebulun, and rurpïir,iii
, viuii.iüi ïi,ï,,ü ;il,l!ilTi",il l:lxx -ïf.,ïfâxih"*1,.ï,.ïr,:r,?xfi ïili;ljT:
nrepried,"r"vouarerrurvsoinsroherpme,show ##iffi,'J;,'iÏ:iiàii:.r#iiiflimriif:ï:;[rl;roproverharitisreairvrÉe"1;5,3rp*üingiàÀ.. 

inîrn.ilris.wetwirhdewiniË;il;;il;,ûr,rhesroundisawayunrir rcomebacranduringmyorfËrinfiï jririiil ,*r krgnr,harrouarego,r,grr,-h-.ipmerescuers-
,, ered, ,,1 

will stay here until rael as vol p_romised. " r8And 
, nii ii',rri' * nr, happened.

;n luryigd n;;â. ùïËàli..v9u 
rerum " when Gideonsot ,p ..rtv ii"'rÏ*,'.Jiiing, n. squeezed

.r 
"r. 

o, no ui î. i, ü #i: iii{:1,p:ilÉll " :+î1ï 65ft 1 i:r F,[".ï# ji iiî ïffi Tlrngrhemealinabasketand.rh.ebrortinupâiiÀà 
*.,uiii,trnrut .on..or.r.qr.ri.Leimeusetnefleec.

;ir?l:xo**'nredrhemrorheang.r,*f,o.'.ui i;;;,i,i;*rest.*istimeùiiieTàe'àr,emaina,ywrrire
ngel or.Godsaid to him, "prace rhe mearand,n. lÏfl".Tâ:'l?,,nd.itl.t ""rlrlii' à'.*)iàs'J,hu, nigh,.oor bread on thrs rock, and oàur the brortr ovei iil ,# sr#;i.:'ài1,:l'J,i::#:s orv rn rhe mornîng, bur
.r 

didashewastold.zrTheilheangelof thelorn 
.,,- 6,wurrr.J

;ilïili, ili:iîl'l,tLîtll 9r 
t'h ; ;i; iiriïi c ia u o, D ere a ti t h e M i d i a n i tes

,r anatÀ.iliài;iiil,Lî,-^lüii:umedarrhp 
7i;1nJ,iiy.r::i:,iiàiiitià.àilï"dhisarmygorupearryGideonrealizÀdthatitwastheangàlofrheLoRn, 

üidi;;ü;:'^1'-larasthe.springofHarod.rirËr"rÂiàioi
1,,,: i.'*ï::I: io 

no,, r,m doo m'ed r n a ve-s eü i ;ii*'ffi f; iiliq Ë*il i: H:Ë,1,llf:,Z X* il;,r',right,'.theionoi.iri.a "»onotn.arraid.you iT:iiil:ifr."y Irrletallorv;;iiËÀi,i,.rrioir.lüI,înï

:iû1ifil'îiü1'Jil:i.fl§;Tîi:,-,.'x,ïi tÏl',:ret^ii:ii#.iJi;i:ll?dî:îi,t'ffi'"':i;ii-ealtarremainsinophratLinthelanaorme.'iun;;,ôô,#ii^llryleavethis.mounrain;andgohome.,,,So
'o.this day. #iY""""_l,.llp wenr home, Ieaving onty r o,oîo wno weià
'ght.rhe ion» said ro Gideon,.r2k:^i1.:..olg 

:lffi1i,J:{{.T.1".,s tr.";, 
,.;-; ,, , roo manyl

i:iiËilj!Ë.ü,ï:lx1Jî::'tr[ï;"* lirin#,,totn.,p,N!,,niiîrit.",in..,oo.,"r.
:iJi"'ffi1îiïi,ïJi:ï:,ï:ffl t,,,otre,àno ül'ti;;;;;i"i[',Li?J,11'#,?:,ïi:iî;tl,gq:;l

rcririce rhe m, ai a uumt àiiJi,ililr,il::i:' ï*,ll::::.,llg_*o g.oup, rnîÀ;s,àuffi al those who
I the wood or the A'ner.ar, poià,,oiàu;;;;:: ;;liïlil lf;::T:9:il ti ll,prrirh rireir rongues rike

, on rook ren of his servanri and.OiO as tt à r_on, ;;iii 
,;i;.,i,1., gr0up put alt rhose * ho t<neel dàwn anj

'nded But he did it ut ngnt o..urr. he was men a.rnp l1'lToYths 
'n the sTpa.r. "onl) 300 of the. 

ffime.r.,, 
or his raiËer,s r,o,,ài,ôià ;;ï ffi il:,.|;i:iüT,J,ifl: l[:ii,,l,[:i;,r:; t"* ;;

-nexr mornins,atrhepeopreorfrhelpy.o,.run .rfiHi::,;3i.9î.ï#ltiir;nllliulm;' one drscovered that the ailar of Baal rrao u8àn ,rr.,iüiË i';*. 'sso Gideon co[e.ed trre pioursrons ana,fiiii#Ji'"§1',T:lf#î:.ï'Ëü!:xi,"ïil nï#i[iijr.**ïTii;î:îïîîili,tJ,n.,.. u,i

ll"ii!'[Ti]"i1f:']î1liïiî'ilÏ;f;ç ,,ïliXÏi,,i*lu,*p,u, i"'in. *,,ey iusr be,ow Gideon
raking a careful search, thev I

,n or loash .amea tr,ut,r*ai ,,ïiîililiàl,iilT:ïiif;"[.}i?;*";.,îït*ïrheMidian_

,,l",llx-ll*+'1,"*:l".i.ds:?i9:d."' ;f,.if;:1'fliï:liiïi;.;',"ü'Ï:i,iiÏ$i['#,"fl.'.ffi
'heAsherahpote.,, 

rrolBaal andfor willbe^greatlyencouraged.Thenyrrùiüà.îàrtorn.t 
,,

,toutea_ioîàmobrhar SoGideonrookpur;hand-w.i,ra"üîli*".ogeofthe
-a.r."àl"iirià,ii'üi,'iil'.",.!ï:T,',t.:lÏ ;iËi|ïIf,l.'Ih.,,,.is'orviJi,nï,àî.r,ï"a,r,,.p.":rdhl20quarrsor22ri*.t. ,,,r"n."i1,;;":,:i::'-.:l:::rne east had settled in the valley like a swarm of
.'i aame fàr Mount Gilb-"" '' "'btew maa leaÿe Mount Gitead.The identity of Mount Gileao is uncenaln in tnis cm,ir" r, ,. r"rnuo.

rel s Judge
;,, .r. the LoRD's sight.
:. ire Midianiles for

Sc
SE\E

.-niel that the Israelites
,e: in the mountains,
' i:e Israelites planted
{ma1ek, and the

-,.::ng

' Ihev
in the
left the

and

.ieep, goats, cattle, anc
:rrnlng with their
::ists; they arrived on

r count. And they
S; israel
--:. lsraelites cried out

:: :ie LoRD because of
-,e israelites. He said,
i jrrs:ibroughtyouup
: : l:om the Egyptians
rre out your enemies
:r:, ih.e LoRn your G,ci
--:.e {morites, in uhû!ë

r: .:stened to me."
:e loRn came and ÿt
:: :elonged to |oash c:
r:ash was threshing

ü,rtr:il

Israelitesiar d

milimo'
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locusts. Their camels were like $ains of sand on the sea-

shore-too many to count! r3cideon crept up iust as a man
was telling his companion about a dream. The man said, "I
had this dream, and in my dream a loaf of barley bread
came tumbling down into the Midianite camp. It hit a tent,
turned it over, and knocked it flat!"

t+His companion answered, "Your dream can mean only
one thing-God has given Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite,
victory over Midian and all its alliesl"

r5when Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation,
he bowed inworship beforethe Lor.n.+ Then he retumed to
the l$aelite camp and shouted, "Get up! For the LoRD has
given you üctory over the Midianite hordesl" toHe diüded
the 300 men into three $oups and gave each man a ram's
horn and a clayjar with a torch in it.

17Then he said to them, "Keep your eyes on me. When I
come to the edge of the camp, do iust as I do. rsAs soon as I
and those with me blow the rams' homs, blow your homs,
too,allaround the entire camp, and shout,'Forthe LoRD and
for Gideon!"'

and Manasseh, who joined in chasing the army of
24cideon also sent messengers throughout the hill

Midian.

They are very tired. I am chasing Zebah and Zalmunna, the
kings of Midian."

6But the officials of Succoth replied, "Catch Zebah and

Zalmunna first, and then we will feed your army."
zSo Gideon said, "After the LoRD givesmevictory over Ze

bah and Zalmunna, I will return and tear your flesh \.ÿith the

thoms and briers from the wilderness.",
aFrom there Gideon went up to Peniel+ and again ask«i

for food, but he got the same answer. eso he said to the peû
ple of Peniel, "After I return in üctory, I will tear down thi:
tower."

10By this time Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor wiü
i 5,000 warriors-all that remained of the allied armies o
the east, for 1 20,000 had already been killed. rrGideon cir'
cled around by the caravan route east of Nobah and |ogbe
hah, taking the Midianite army by surprise. r2zebah ail
Zalmunna, the two Midianite kings, fled, but Gideon chaset

them down and captured all their warriors.
r3After this, Gideon returned from the battle by wayd

Heres Pass. r4There he captured a young man from Succd

thoms and briers from the wilderness. 17He also tore

2oTurning to Jether,
But lether did not draw his sword, for he was only a

country wasafuaid.

:'Then Gideon* son of Joash retumed home. roHe had
_: 

nty sons born to him, for he had many *ir"r. ,,ij; ;il;
( onc ubt ne in Shechem, who gave birth to a son, wtro.rmeo Abtmelech. r2Gideon dièd when he was vervota.

:Ifl' :iili# liî 
gra ve of h is f aLh ei, ràài, i,ô'inI"ài 

n,
I 1s soon as Gideon djed, the Israelites prostituted them-.tv worshiping the images of aaat, m'at<iü;;;i il;;;i.r

3oo, n r ney lorgot the I oRD their cod, ,.iho had res_nem irom all their enemies sumounding them. rsNor
.ey showany loyalryro rhe Iamilyof l.ruü urriiir.,.i.

1 ), despire ail rhe good he had dâne fo;ir.-J "''''"

- : nelech Rules over Shechem
] .e day Gideont+ son Abimelech went to Shechem to- ,r{ nts unctes_hts mother,s brothers. He said to theÀ'h.e rest ot his mother,s famity,. nrf. tn.l.uainnïiii_

'shechem whelher rhey wanr t"b; ;lilü;t?;;i-
uroeon s sons or by one man. And remember fhat I:r own flesh and bloôd!,,

: Limelech's 
uncles gave his messaÂe to all the citi_ Bel

',,hem on his behatf. nna arteilistenine'ià ihl.' re people of Shechem decided in faro, ofïUi."- uf ,,
.-)e he was lheir relative. +They gave him seventv ..-.'rom the templeof Baal_berith,which heused tÂ i.,ll

reLkless ftoublemakers who agreed t" f"llil ;:l..(nl tohisfather's homeatOphrJh,ana mere.on,lYJ. they kitted all seventy of his half brothers. rne lïIljeon." But the youngest brother,,othu.,.r.rp.O iir"l
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relt was ,ust after midnight,* after the changrng of the and demanded that he wdte down the names of all l
guard, when Gideon and the 1 00 men with him reached the sevenÿ-seven officials and elders in the town. Iscideon

edge of the Midianite camp. Suddenly, they blew the rams'
homs and broke their clay jars.2oThen allthee $oups blew
their horns and broke their iars. They held the blazing
torches in their left hands and the homs in their right
hands, and they all shouted, "A sword for the Lono and for
Gideonl"

retumed to Succoth and said to the leaders, "Here are
and Zalmunna. When we were here before, you
saying, 'Catch Zebah and Zalmunna first, and then we
feed your exhausted army."' te1Lun Gideon took the
of the town and taught them a lesson, punishing them

2rEach man stood at his position around the camp and the tower of Peniel and killed all the men in the town.
watched as all the Midianites rushed around in a panic, r8Then Gideon asked Zebah and Zalmunna, "The

shouting as they ran to escape. 22when the 300 Israelites youkilledatTabor-whati,veretheylike?"
blew their rams' homs, the LoRD caused the warriors in the "Like you," they replied. "They all had the look qf a

camp to fight against each other with their swords. Those son."
whowere not killed fled to places as far awayas Beth-shittah le"They were my brothers, the sons of my own
near Zeremh and to the border of Abel-meholah near Tab- Gideon exclaimed. "As surely as the Lono lives, I
bath. kill you if you hadn't killed them."

23Then Gideon sent for the warriors of Naphtali, Asher, his oldest son, he said, "Kill

of Ephraim, saying,
Cut them off at the

"Come down to attack the Midianites. 2rThen Zebah and Zalmunna said to Gideon, "Be a

i tl the leading citizens of Shechem and Beth_millo
-reeting under the oak beside the pillar+ at ihei: nade Abimelech their king.

-" s Parable

- - :o me, citizens of Shecheml
..1 to me if you want God to listen to you!
-lon a time the trees decided to choose a king.

r . they said to the olive tree,
:. ,urkingl'' olive tree refused, saying,

r L quit producing the olive oil' blesses both God and people,' 'wave back and forth over the trees?,
-rey said to the fig tree,
:e our king!'- tigtree also refused,saÿng,

. - I qu,t producing mysweel fruit
;o wave back and forth over the trees?,

- .hey said to the $apeüne,
: be our king!,- grapeüne also refused, sayrng,
r 1 qurt producing the uiine

:. :heers both God and people,
' :o wave back and forth over the trees?,

O lhen the people of Ephraim asked Gideon, "Why have
lO you treated us this wa)z Why didn't you send for us
when you first went out to fight the Midianites?" And they

shallow crossings of the Jordan River at Kill us yourself!" So Gideon killed them both and
Beth-barah." royal omaments from the necks of their camels.

So all the men of Ephraim did as they were told. 2sThey

captwed Oreb and Zeeb, the two Midianite commanders, Gideon's Sacred Ephod
killing Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress 22Then the Israelites said to Gideon, "Be our ruler!
of Zeeb. And they continued to chase the Midianites. After- your son and your grandson will be our rulers, for you
ward the Israelites brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to rescued us from Midian."
Gideon, who was by the Jordan River. 23But Gideon replied,

son. The Lorc will rule
"I will not rule over you,
over you! 24However, I do

Gideon Kills Zebah and Zalmunna request-that each of you give me an earring from the
der you collected from your fallen enemies." (The

being Ishmaelites, all wore gold earrings.)
2s"Gladly!" they replied. They spread out a cloak

argued
2But

heatedlywith Gideon.
Gideon replied, "What have I accomplished com- plunder.

threw in a gold,
26The welght of

each one

pared to you? Aren't even the leftover $apes of Ephraim's pounds,* not lncluding the royal ornaments and
harvest better than the entire crop of my little clan of Abie- the purple clothing worn by the kings of Midian, s ü
zer? rGod gave you üctory over Oreb and Zeeb, the com- chains around the necks of their camels.
manders of the Midianite army. What have I accomplished 2Tcideon made a sacred ephod fromthe gold andpüüü
compared to that?" When the men of Ephraim heard Gide- Ophrah, his hometown. But soon all the Israelites prdi
on's answer, their anger subsided. tuted themselves by worshiping it, and it became a tr4üü

4Gideon then crossed the Jordan River with his Gideonandhisfamily.
300 men, and though exhausted, they continued to chase 28That is the story of how the people of Israel defd
the enemy. swhen they reached Succoth, Gideon asked the Midian, which never recovered. Throughout the rest of 6*
leaders of the town, "Please give my warriors some food. on'slifeüme-aboutfortyyears-therewaspeaceintheiü
7:'l5AsinGreekversion;Hebrewreadsheroued. TtlgHebtewatthebelinnlnlofthese@ndualch. sis1ebte{Peruel,avariantspellingofP6e
also in 8:9, 1 7. 8126 HeW ew 1, 7 0 0 shekelr [ ] 9.4 kilogramsl.

,.1 the trees finally turned to the thornbush and 
n"l:l

I t0,

-:-re, you be our king!, "U:ri'i- e thornbush replied to the trees, the hil
- Tulywanttomakemeyourking, 

theDir
. . tub.baal :.sep C I ). gil Hebtew krub.baal-r (see b: t,)); alrc in 9 2 2 1

. 
g o_l the,Hebrew is uncertain. 9:2g Hebrew tl4l 

";Sh;,;;;: 
' ;,;; ,' 1 t omoh: t onpàrc 9:4 | 9i37a Ot the (qtt of tne iàia' g:lii aet.

moûtd
worü

'lflffi[m

\üas forty-ti[

llil



:asing Zebah and Zalmunna,

---rth replied, "Catch
., e \ill feed your army."
:e LoRD gives me victory
::rjm andtearyourflesh
: hildemess."
:.: up to Peniel* and again
-a ànswer. eso he saidto the
r, .n \ictory, i will tear

: Zalmunna were in
::mained of the allied
:-:eady been killed.
: ::ute east of Nobah and

am,v by surprise.
:. iings, fled, but Gideon

::heirwarriors.
::ned from the battle by

trcers in ihe tôwn.
..i :i :he leaders, "Here
, <ie here before, you
1:.runna first, and then

.Ihen Gideon took
:: 3 lesson, punishing
: \\"rlderness- 17He

Êi all the men in the town.
l:5:h and Zalmunna,
* ?I. they

Tie\ all
like?"
had the

:rs. the sons of my Own
'eiI as the Lonn lives, I
-irem."

cldest son, he said, "Kill
ÿtr0rd, for he was

:.;i:,a said to Gideon,
r r'.,red them both
.:,:ks of their camels.

I
o Gideon, "Be our
: uill be our rulers,

r-. not rule over
a: .ôul 24However, I
:r'e me an earring
:: iallen enemies."
::Ld eanings.)
- They spread out a

::ring he had
:'Ê goid earrings was
: :J\ai omaments
l\ the kings of
:h.eir camels.

=phod 
from

-: !!on all the
-D:ng it, and it

'Ï the

::rs-therewas

1
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IUDGES 10...Pose1s2

rsThenzebultumedonhimandasked,,,Nowwhereisthat Aram,Sidon,Moab,Ammon,andPhilistia.Theyabanc:icr ::rRivertotheJabbokRiverandallthewayto guir

biemouthof yours?wasn,tityoutïæîià,wrroiiaui*.- tr't. iâ*oina no ior,g., served him at all Tso the L'fl \ùrvthen'givebackthelandpeaceably." ü.s

reil. and whv should we ne his,.*."irl rrr" men you burneiwithangeræii1x111r-el^rr|hetumedthemæ -rhsentthismessagebacktotheAmmoniteking: mar

§:,.+."*iriïiituiuï1rruro:J:*t1rilil ;*r;*ï1Ïxi',*.îüi,Ë'i1:i'iii:iiii::!Ë ':,' îL'jJ'jïH*:r:.'fffl:;0,,f..^"j^':.,:,::, *i
apainsrAbimelech.oButAbimelechchasedhim,andmrny 

rn.rriul'riïlriîJrüiÀài*ir^nivérintherânààftne'tç 
r:oaborAmmon t6whenlhep-eople-o{ ill

oîshechem,smenwerewoundedandfellalonglheroaaa, 
orit.s[tÏuïü,incir.aal.erheAmmoniie§a]socrossedÙ 

''JatKadeshontheiriournevfrol-lq?,- 
;i1.

,hpv rêrrpâred rorhe ctv sare.4rAbimerech rerurned ro A. ,r,. *1.ïi'îù'Ë'"itt.lâiJ.^ una un,.r"a i'aà;'ili;"ü 
"-àîtâ:i liÎù'?;;:Ht:§lt"Ïï:::-;i'r'"4. i^i

I,,â,1â lî,*i1.,.y,îi.t *rS:§:#::?,T:H#'i ,î: ;}: *.::il'.'*: fliü*1,,:#, fj**iiHf:,Tî'§ Hf,;#:liJ'ïf 
''Tii:i:#i:ï:l#:f'U:l*' 

üî
lff.Ht;*r:fiî:âiTk1ll;*,ruru::l;lâ 

;ffi'§;l;:ïfliril;, 
r nor rescueTflTi:io#sî:,13« 

,.,,!,{ffi}:.tr;1ï1:lïà1.:,"'*1"#$îm :i:'à:fèd ü;;.';;uiÂ.[,.lr àa iii g'àup iio.fi-l!,a tn. .fty tians, rhe Amoritès, the Ammonites, th

mi'.,";,.x,*Iirut3;::1,',1',1.'.'*'*r*1i,iÏ ffili*Ji:,1ï"11'I"ii,iÎÎJii[i;i;:;";i';;;à; 
non*i*' nuitnev;ffi;;;;:À;,

caDruredtheciry.Hekiltedrhepêople, leveledthecity,and sor*iilàii.iirà1,""anlrnore.,.iouna..vortt6Û* -*lhenlsrael 
sentmessengerstoKinssihonof 

Eph

;:;,ï;;à;;i ;ù'";;; i'h; sr"r"à. 
' . e"arïJ"îl,à.Ïor.ir r.r ti'" ""* vou in Yô" nou' c -âil,T:i',';il"iïlitl;;t,ITill:U.1-,Ï,er::i T)

HliflT§#ff:lt;;ii5l5;:*lf;:ilàiiïX |âï:#:1;lï:]:I,.î'.r.,ltli{ili.,pliàiio.tn.i,t, 
ralanda,ackedrn;;;ilüh;i;o,tn.c,iaor l[i,

rorcesroMounrzarmon.Herookanaxandchoppedr"l'_..rg"'goj*"ï',.*.0ü.1"-r.a.anË*i'Ëià'àiùvir'À ,i:ff[iî:i'ri,","ffff#i;:ïii:*.ijlï.:î,fîl ""il

P,ôîï[ï"'::î'1J:î'"llii:i:'L''T;l"l]:#l#f,ii ^'TIfl,nu,,,..,nearmiesorAmmo"ltgs:ll:.'.*l::r ii,'flîiX',:Ë.Tffi:H.:ïfJ;ïi:îr'ou"r' n*'i l"*oi

,h";'àiil; ;;*Ï'ntntt' following Abimelech's êx- and were camped in Gilead' and the people ol Israel asselr' 2r"§o

ample. They pited rne rrancnes agàinst ih; walls of rhe rem ;là';; àied at uizpah. rarhe léaJJrs o{ Gilead said r - :o you see' it was the LoR-D' the cod o[ Israel, who yoi,

prËîÀa;.iiÀ.. .n rire so arr rïJiôËffiËiil;;i" :;'.ïîü;":rlÀîË"àïî[,.r' ,n. m.'".iià' ri;;a;ri b. ..,:iffl;5lii{:fi:âf,1,1..,.î,,ii:îîij.v,, ;ü;
iù iàËài ilà.É"À ai.o-uno't I ,0ô0 men and women come ruler over all the people of Gilead " .p *hutêr., you, g"a CnàË-'-"in gîrÀ yiu, ano we witt are n'-' 

,iitren eoimetech attacked the town of rhebez and cap- 
,hrhâh Bêrômes lsrael,s ludqe :ep whatever the Lôno our cod grîes ,1. ,re.. yo, uny seh.,,

rlîtr*ïiï'^'âï:il::t'f;ixîf;,î'"H[fi',iqfl1;i 'ïi'ii:fr1jt"x'.";:lil#{ltilr.y;::ï',"ï;Ë t';:tÿ,1*',Ul*#[lih*nl;{üii' rt:
iiî#1*.:l.,xli:il1lTi}k;aliiÀtbaftaCkthe,êir.uà;,'*iiàir,ohadseveraI'#ï;;üiË;Ëigojowaragains.them?

Abimelech,s head and crushed his skult. y",i liî ftî ià'i ;i."pr"rtit,t".;rs" lâ"nir'tii.hËo rro. r* i.er and its settlements, and in allthe towns atong the iÀ;.

,*oàiià t iti*.1 Don't let it b"e said thal a woman killed vv6r161s55 rebels followng him'

*n:lî.ÿ-,,ftm.t*rllrqt+1.tfæî: ;;lt:.t:.î.imËlTiT#ffi!;ïhlîffiiîîi'# i:Ë:rh'*Tt*rËf;1iî:ii,iî.i'J,,',Tr['.ï l"ïr
i;ilil;ûi;y àiÀanded and retumed to their homes' G'ilead sent for lephthah in th€ land,{.1*:.i}Î'3tiiï1i: 

. .:^ , ,- -',:': . . killed

aon" iliinrt Éi, ratÉer by murdering his sevenry brothers itesr" - 'dge was br

irCàà irËà prnirnea tne inen o] sne?hem for ali their evil. lBut lephthah said to lhem, ''Aren't you the ones uù-

so the curse of Jotham son ot cideon was rulfitled r,ut.-J*à'uno arou. me from my father's house? why o- nthah's Vow lbzan

ro,a Becomes,srae,'sJudee 'li*f*:î:..^îlü-üiiîË#l'ü r:::,t** -tiî:'*,:üî:-fliïl?iJl;"3:ifi[::n 
"L'.::i;i ;$ii;

V.uit.Wn.nf,ealed,hewasburiedinShamir' .Àir.i.*ifiVorteallymakeme.ruleroverallthepeopleh me when,l return in triumph. t witisicrific" it as i Elon tiin. lo*, is oui witness," the elders replied' "\t' rtoffering"
lair Becomes lsrael's ludge
infter Tola died,Iair from Gilead judged Israel for-tw.nty nro*ir.ioïo *rràtà*.vo, *v: . .. 'So IephtÀah.led his army against the Ammoniter, *a ilffii1
twoyears.4HisrhirtyronrroààliÀuiàonthirtydonkeÿs, _-',solepnrnanwentwiththe.eldersof 

Gilead'andü 'oRDgavehimvictor''iuË.rrshàatt.ammonites, in)"ui

andthevownedrhirtv,o*n'n'inîünàoiGiread,whichire 
p.oprà.ia.iri.theirrulerandcommanderoftheanf 'statingabouttwentytownsfro.ar*i'iàanu,.un.r,

ied in Kamon. *i-tuit ! nua *ia tà tnt ttottt t :ated the Ammonitês'

1 ,Then lephthah sent messengers to the king of Ammt 'When Jephth"h retumed home to Mizpah, his daughte, ,iâJ:f
TheAmmonitesoppresslsrael uruü,;wnvnuu.youcomeoutlofightagainstmylandt-eouttomeethim,playingonatamlouiinËana_aaicing ioàË,

servedtheimagesof arur ,noÀsnïài.rh,àïài1,îgoor"î "wtr."in.'iii.iir.t.r..outof Egypt,theystolemylal "ughlers.rswhenhesawhêr,herorehisclothesinan- rh,h:

9.46kebte§Ëlbenth,anothernameforBaal-berjth;compareg:4' 
l}"41ebtew|]auÿothjait' ' 5Hebrewseaafreeds-

,ilfit



#ï,itâ ii,:î ;r:{:,,il.iti
iili l'ffi:iit J'"HTiU};i#il
. For eighteen years üey oppressed I

H:ff:Ilffi.tl}itti"'r.ïr,fl
: :: l-eal distress. rol-inally, they criæ
-; : saving, "We have sinned agairE

. ::,ndônù vou as our Cod and han

l:aL.'
: Drd I notrescueyou fromtheEg\P
:.. r-mmonites, the Philistines, r'zthe9

<:::s and the Maonites? When tiP
::..i out to me for helP, and I resctd
,:"riioneci me and served other goù
,:, anymore. r4co and cry out to üf
,: :ei them rescue You inYour

,. :ieaded with the LonP and said,

, ui as you see fit, onlY rescue us
',;:.?n the Israelites put aside

: :: Lono. And he was gdeved by

"=:<s of Ammonhad gathered
: G:lead, and the peoPle of Israel
\1:l!ah. l6The leaders of Gilead

poset53.. ,UDCES.I 2

:iii:l,Ï:ï §#;i:i#,}lïi::#,ÿ: ,,i' to 
f;|iif;ilt 

*r 
{:,ghter!', he cried ou, ,,you 

have conp É.:.phthahsentrhiimessagenairtotr,ea..o'nit 
ring, i1Ëï:ü:,üiJtf.r"rir,^:rr#3ïl:î:îil:rkiü i h;,.

ris is what Iephthah savs: rsraer did nor srearany , ^::ol^q.rI. 
ruia, "rrtn.r.-ii yàî i,àrËî.a. a vow ro rherr om Moab or Amro,i. ,"wt'.",À. p.àp)Ë'# '' _L3p:I"y lli, d" ," ,. *t .i i,à, rrïr.'voweo, ror rne roao'arrived at Kadesh on trreir inumey ir#ffir ht_qr:r.lS:1ryr, ,i.iàü i*l'yàrii'ne.ier, ti,. ,qm_: crossing the Red Sea,* rzthÉv

üiiiiini:îil1iï*${i":i'''',.''îpffii'd'ijx]fti'*i'f:,1,üfl ff à*:ri:"*i
*H;:i?ii":îrurll:r':n:i!r;Hi;ulÈ,Ëiüïiï$';{Trf 

:,1ffi ilHî,,i:ffiTi*;i.d rn Kadesh.

,[.,illJi:l[::l'iîïî,:i:üî:#"^::,^,. fiyfti,TËï1" ruu,.,. r"p, in. *i t. n,a,ua., -à
rn Dorde^r and camped on the other siâ. ài t[à -so 

it has become a cuslorr in Israer 4ofor young Israelile
-n 

Ïrver' Bul they never once cro".a tÀà À.àin Lo,ltl lo F,o 
,yry for four davs eacÀ yeai ià ramenr the fare: , nlo Moab, for the ,qrnon was tle toià.iài'ü*u or lephthah's daughrer

Then lsrael sent messengers to Kins Sihôn ôf,lontes, vÿho rulea rrom Hestr uon, ïslinn i i, EqT",j" Fig hts with Jephthah- r5sron to cross through his rrna to g.îià ih;,. I 2 !!:.1:1, people of Lphraim mobilized an army and'ral,,on.,2.But{ingsi[6p 
416p1 '-'ï '--^-',.-" ré crossed over rhe lord'an niuer to àôi,on. iÀ;i;;;-gh his land. Inste:aà, Àî riàËijir'j,ii':l::.i:.p*t this messaseto Iepr,tr.,ur.,, , wny àiïn:, yîr'll, ,or r, ,o ,,.,pdnd anacked rhem ,,srr tn.l ;; ii..ëJd or I:: jtgll ,,8:l::, ,i. rrroriÈii w."iàgorng ro ourngave his-people victory over Kine Sihoïi. i.-", down t our house rr irh vou in itl"

:îï.;f ùÏ'#lfi ïl*Ï:'ff:it"**l'."1'i:ru;,,,i+xh:tïïfi ilfiiu{tr
ii{,T:',illTL'"1^,îlîï;',1,îf3l."lj',:ï,;}," f"Ii{{1iiül?:i:i#',lI:#S*:.Ïjli.ffinïvv ny, I nen, should we give it back to"vou? zryn,, wr r)-I,rdve you. now come to fight me?"

:;i:l:J:ll;Iis:3:ff ffi Lr,§il:,r^.t,i,.H,_ïî+rfix:l*iiffitïlf 
i_d*,1*llf_i

rhan Balak son of Zippor, kine ,

raKe a case against Israel forài
:o war against them?

[iüîiiy"[Xi,#,ff::lî:j:k.:ri;:î:tlï:c 
§lli;ll"X,îl],'. 

^ltï!iH::f*:"JL'.,^itfl,ü.ïf*TTÇ:nd irs sentemen rs, un.d l;.;liiï;,i,r, 
,r rn€ way ro you a member. of rhe rribe of Ep;;;,iz.j ii.i *orra ,rt. rt

ï$,Hllr;ô';,*#tfl:""ilii::":jËi i:',JllitiÊiir'N.",1v'""s;1'tr'.i*lîiài.rl'iih,"*,,sr,,u

;:ix,i',',ffi t-,:tr:ïilLt,l,-lrî,.i"i,ïï'i"hî', i",'{.'ü",'l;i:r.';,x:lli}il'*{;fi[^ti
\mmon." or us ls rlShl- low crosiings

.r ng or Ammon paid no atrention ," ,.**.n,, :"f.:rffiffi ::i ,:::iTiT:Ï ]Ïïî. 
\4as buried in one of the ro\rns or iii.uJ 

..-

:'s Vow lbzan Becomes lsrael,s 
f udge

ildftüiiï!rij,l;#:iâii::ï:,,J:i:lH ,,ii*i*iiîtiilli,i',"J,?,ï:ifi,.flJïif;i,,,,,ffi1'ttzpahincilead,andfromrrraroi"l"a-"-'"'' lerslomu"yT-.loutsioenisclanlanàrre'urousntintnlrry
\mmonites.roAndlephrhah;;;:..:::::'jj'/ youngwomenrromoutsioenisctanlor*oi,iËiironr.rurun

ijti.li!:îffi:l*if i*iif âffi*Xi :TiTTfllï:flror 
seven vears i'wii.ïà âi.à, ilà ,,, u,,,.0

.r1 .,..*. rn triumph. lwill sacrifice it as a 616n Becomes lsrael,s.ludqe

:'l,f',i'ài1ï;â':ff :fl :l*1"*t:'::rli:ii:i'l'"ï.:[:Tiiî:lïHi1:*îîîï';1:,jlifi lï
.y1 n .Àrÿ ô*ï;#ï'"i,1?: fli:niter in Zeburun

i;ij.Tîlr:, 
oo.,-keramim, In lhis way lsraâl auaon Becomes rsraet,s ludqe

ïllilffi îîî:îiiiïjiî#i*,.,ir:H[H'i'ia.'dx*il;:î::J::!Jri:']'#tii:i'ï::inrsoneandonrvchird:hehadnoothersonï 
;rwrrài,, iiàiË, hewasburiedar Dirarrr- -:-.--.jwhen 

he saw her he rore his ctolhes i. ,-r: ,n.'riiir,.Jrlffiof the ,lmatekir..

- ::iacks the Ammonites
:e :eople of Gilead."

es lsrael's ludge
He

:=: several sons, and when these

,-.t, -::aSed
: -: :ather's

lephthah off
inheritance,"

first wil

the land
they satr

: ::rsritute." 3So ]ephthah fled
: .j.., land of Tob. Soon he had
..:rring him.
,.::.. th€ Ammonites began ths
.: tre Ammonites attacked,the
---::r in the land of Tob. The

::nrnander! Help us fight the

..: to them, "Aren't you the orE
,a ne from mv father's house?

.,, r, nen you're in trouble?"

=- r ou," the elders rePlied.
. .\n".monites,we will make

: ::.. elders, "Let me this
:: :a.e LoRD gives
.t ,, make me ruler over the

- .' ,{itness," the elders rePbs
:ar Êr \ou say."

,ie:'rt \!,rth the elders of Gilead:

:e :r ruler and commander oi
:::sence of the LoRD, Jephtha:
: :- t elders.
.- :::L: messengers tothe kinE ::

. , - :cme out to fight agains: -
:--: cn answered )ephthah's
:.! -,ne out oi Eg)?t, the)'srf -

fl



I fUDCES 13...pdse1s4

The Birth of Samson LoRD began to stir him while he lived in Mah'aneh-dan'

, , Again the Israelites <iid eül in the LoRD's sight, so the which is Iocated between the lowns of Zorah and Eshtaol.

fJ r-6*o handed them over to the Philistinesi who op-

pressedthemforfortyyears. Samson's Riddle
2ln those days a man named Manoah from the tribe of 7 /4 Orc day when Samson was in Timnah, one of the

Dan lived in the town of Zorah. His wfe \^as unable lo be- l.f Philistine women caught his eye. 2when hc returned

come pregnant, and they had no children. 3The angel of thc home, he told his father and mother, "A ryoung Philistine

Lonn âppËared to ir4anoâh's wife and said, "Even thôugh you woman in Timnah caught my eye. i want to marry her. Get

have bèèn unable to have children, you will soon become her for me."
pregnant and give birth to a son. rSô be careful; you must 3His father and mother objected. "Isn't there even one

irotîrinkwinüranyotheralcoholicdrinknoreaianyfor- woman in our tribe or among all the Israelites you could

bidden food.* 5you will become p.egnant and give birth to a marlr" they asked. "Why must you go to the pagan Philis'

son, and his hair rnust never be cut. For he will be dedicated tines to find a wife?"

to God as a Nazirite from birth. He willbegln to rescue lsrael But samson told his father, "Get her for mel she iook

fromthe Philistines." goodtome." aHis father and mother didn'trealize the LoRr

6The woman ran and told her husband, "A man of God was at work in this, creating an opportunity to work agains

appeared to me! He looked like one of God's angels, terrify- the Philistines, who ruled over lsrael at that time.

ingto see. I didn'taskwhere hewas from,and Èe didnttéll 5AssamsonandhisparentsweregoingdowntoTimnah

*Ë hi, nu... TBut he told me,'You will become pregnant a young lion suddenly attacked Samson near the vineyarô

and give birth to a son. You must not drinkwine or ànyother of Timnah. 6At that moment the Spirit ôf the LoRD canE

alcofiolicdrinknoreatanyforbiddenfood.Foryoursonwill powerfully upon him, and he ripped the lion's jaws apar

be dedicated to God as a Nazirite from the moment of his with his bare hands. He did it as easily as if it were a youl{

birth until the day of his death."' goat. But he didn't tell his father or mother about it. ryVhg
aThen ManoaÉ prayed to the LoRD, saying, "Lord, please Samson arrived in Timnah, he talked with the woman ail

let the man of God come back to us again and gtve us more was very pleased with her'

instructions about this son who is to b"e born." 
.- 

Elater, when he returned to Timnah for the wedding, k
sGod answered Manoah,s prayer, and the angel of God FJrned off the path to look at the carcass of the lion" And k

appeared once again to his \.vife as she was sitiing in the found that a swarm of bees had made some honey in tL
fieia. Sut her husiand, Manoah, was not \,ÿith her. io56 5hg carcass. eHe scooped some of the honey into his har.ds art

quickly ran and told her husband, "The man who appeared ate it along- the way. He also 8.f{e .9ome 
to his father aE

tà me ihe other day is here againl'; ' ' 
mother, and they ate it. But he didn't tell them he had taks

r Manoah ran back with his wife and asked, "Are you the the honey from the carcass of th_e lion.

man who spoke to mywife the other da)f" 10As his father was maklng final arangements {or th
,,yes,,, hô replied, ,i am.,, mariage, Samson threw a_p_arty at Timnah, as was the «!'
r2so Manoah asked him, "When your words come true, I9m for elite young men. lrwhen the bride's parents+ sti

wharkindofrulessnoutagovernine';;y';lià;^d;;,ii?;'hi.,l!.y:.lectedthirtvvoungmenfromthetow-ntobeùf,
rrThe angel of the Lono replied, ''Be sure your wife fol- companlons'

lowsrheinsrructionsrgaveher.,;§Ée;;;;i;;igrrp.;;; ,r2samsonsaidtothem,"Letmetellyouariddle 
lf\illr

raisins, drink wine or any other ,È;h;ti;à;i;i.:;? à5iunÿ tot* *y riddle during these seven days of the celebraticr-l

forbidden food.,, 
---' 

v,rill give yor: thirly fine linen robes and thirly sets of festill

r srhen Manoah said to the angel of the I-oRD, "please stay :lo.Silg 
l3But if you can't solve it' then )'cu must give m

hereunritwecanpr.prr.ryour,'jgà;i'i;ü;i;;;:''"'-'thirtyfinelinenrobesandthi§setsoffestiveclothing.'
r6"I will stay," the angel of the iün repli;d, "but I will not "All right"' they a$eed' "let's hear your riddle "

ear anl,rhing. i{ow.r..,-yo, .uy pi.p*ài tuini àii..ing ir r4so he said:

a sacrifice to the Loru." (Manoah didn't realize itwas the an- "Out of the one who eats came something to eat;
gel of the LoRD.) out of the strong came something sweet."

rTThen Manoah asked ihe angel of the LoRD, "What is your -
name? For when all this comes true, we want to honor you." ., three days later theywere still trying !o 

figure it out r5i!r

rt,,.r\4:rydoyouurr*ynu.uz;ini.*;;i;;ffi;ile- thefourth*davtheysaidtosamson'swife,"Entice.yourbm

pried"ftisrodwona.'.rürro,yo,io:"-*ïÈ:L 
";_:__ l;,i1lln*iÏ;'fi[i?:;iâi:i:,S','J,TJÎ"ti,##;

,Jll),:i.yii;ii"""".iiJ:ï:§i;:ïif"i3'["]ÏT:: il;ii,;,.k;;' e, "" ,,;. . ;,; ;,.u,, uno, o *
Manoah and his wife walched, the LoRD did an amazing ,--,
thing.:04, 15. llames trom lh. rlil;.'h:i"rp"i;#iiil tü: don't love me;vou hate mel You have given mv people ar
rhe angel of the LoRD asceno.a in'rnà rlü vÀà"ïà.àrii dle',but you haven t told me the answer'"

andhis*ifesawrhis,tireyte,witniÀeir;;;ri;iî";;il-,."lhaven'tevengiventheanswertomvfatherormo'4'
2,rheansetdidno,roo*rurJi,i'il'*;.ïi";ilif;ffi+:. h.e^rePlied'w"nvshouldltellvou?"tzSoshecriedwhe:r#l

Manoahrinàryreari,.aii*astiJlniiüiiiiiiü::r.lj ;[î''iiXi"TTi:iiff,i]::ÿi:'t:T:i:i,i'.'H:m
said lohiswi[e,"Wewil]cerrainlydie.l:1Y:11:t::l:.-"1^ ;;. she was tormenting him wth her naggng. rhr #

,3Bur his wife said, "If the LoRD wrre_glllêr1lll lll. expiained Ûre riadle ro rhî young men.
wouldn't ha're accepted our burnt offering and grain otler- ---:;So 

before sunset of the seventh day, the men o: ü
ing._Hewouldnthaveappearedtous.andtoldusthiswon- to*nca*etosamsonwiththeiranswer:
derful thing and done these miracles

24when her son was born, she named him Samson. And "What is sweeter than hone)f
the LoRn biessed him as he grew up. 2sAnd the Spirit of the what is stronger than a iion?" il
ls.4Hebte\ÿanAuncleanthing;a\soir13:7,14- 14:llHebrewfheU. l4rl5AsinGreekverslon;Hebrewreadsseÿenth.

fif,i:ütË1,i1.,,î,ïxi;:1"-.0 
w*h mv heifer, 4

'I henrhe Spirir ot the LôRD came powert ully upon him..1enr down ro rhe rown or asnr<erbn, üriJaiËiiü'riËli. *,
Ilîil*bfi"gs,.and gave their clorhing to rhâ m;; ;;:nao sotved his riddle. Bul Samson ** fîriorriUàri iàii' 
.had 

happened, and he went back ho*. to llr; ;il;;; i;,;
,liT,f 

^iiliï;ii'B,i:Hl',î:i#îltm:U,:.i;y;
. lî!-r Vengeance on the philistine, ,ntr,

I ( Ldrer on, durrng the wheat.harvest, Samson Ïook a riod' J young goat as a present to hls wtle . He said ,,t,m o^_- ro my wiIe,s room ro sleeD *,tn ner;:Éui ter'ràifiË, sunJn't let him in.
lruly thought you musl hate. her,,, her falher ex_ 1t.C, "so I gave her in marriage

.., rà,n;,iii*, ii :i:il ['.iJiJ:,i1,:iiL#i.i: iü:

TËËiûiËtïJffi tfii:iî:i:.îîi;îJi.:T.#; fl;f:

.i:[i33i?J,iïi'.::fl ;:î:lïi1",-,.*r;:,ruim jl
) and.ler ihe foxes run rh;ough the grain fields àf ih; ;ii;ines He bumerl all their grain to tire grounO, lncluà_ affi(neaves and the uncul gràin. Healsoàestroyed tleir ".'".rds and olive groves.

. ho did this?"ihe pÀilistines demandea Lu.,

inii tiiï:ü+ m:xt;fl n ;îJilJ:îT prift
"nrrsrrnes went and gofthe woman and her fath;r ;T,jr"r"ned them to death.

"-ËiTili- 
iiHî? :ïH:tu] ffil ; iliî: Jill ;i.i.{eat fury and killed manv of rt

LdveintherockolEtaÉ. rem Thenhewentto youià

Ëi[i"#îrfi ii'*,.üii*Hï.t1#iJ iriîr : ]Tii
lix[iifiH'f;;lmmjmo;i$.,*,,*,i',',

iiri*,'xu ïi:Tiil'#H[',ri';âi:ïj,L+: il,r I
jmson repried,,.r only did ro trr., *rrliiiiâyiii. :llTto:

I 3i*i,;1,'J*1i;ii[ ]ft ,,îii:ve 
come,o," r,iâll

;lJ;r:3tn*, 
said. "Bur promise ih;r you won.t kilr 

t,.1,11,

jil[î'J,ï,f.ï3.1if iixtî;.ï'ili",îilî;:iü.i
,rewropesand brought him up rro".[n.roit." "H *, 

r2so I

rinsonarrrved atLehi, the philistines camo.h.,,t_ 1n9.Ter

;Tii ;lt',Il iitJîUI li',H:: ;x*ilx.,'J [ ;,ifl I- rumtstrands of flax, and lhey tell fro. i,li "ri".' 
oT.t_ir i

;'llJ i: I il'? ti"J il:i:llil1,*1i.fl r [.î^,.f , 

" üffi
-e lawbone of a donkev, mY hair i

r]ied them in f,.Àî.^-r, loom shu
-. jurnon. oriï5ni..v, so wl-

rred a rh;;;;;;;fr hair into

crl::ath 
.bhi . lsilgHebtew En.hakpot?. t6i2 A\inLtee- ",1',TÏt.,r /L'0sr?kPb. about 2g pounds or 12_5:. n. c Ls p So white tle :i,;. ;ài:,iï;:;'iff1ià i #ï;!i,", ri.l : :: t : .

M



:ê lived in Mahaneh-dn
rs of Zorah and Eshta(È

:. rn Timnah, one of fu
.: €ve. 2whenhe retur:rü
r:her, "A young Philisi0/r
. iHanttomarryher.,S
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:n replied, "If you hadnt plowed with my heifer, rzwhen he finished his bôasting, he threw away the iaw_.. in't have.solved my riddle!,, bone; and the place was na*éJiu'*Uàn. Uifi.;
,Lhe 

SpiriI ofthe LoP cqTe_powjlfullyupon him. rssamson was now very thirsty, and he cried out to thelown to the town of Ashkelon, kilred thirty men, LoRD, ,,you 
have accompiishea ir.,i, gr."iiüàtory by the

' r belongings,ald gave their clothing to the men stength oi your servant. Must I now die of thirst and- solved his riddle. But samson was furious about falliniothehandsortr,esepaginsi,;irioèàa-.urr"o*ut..
: nappened, and he went back home to live with his to gustr oui or a norrow in ine'$oirna àiùï,lno samsoni mother' 20So his wife was siven in marriage lo was rer,ived as he drank. Then"he named thit ptacr "The

'ho hadbeen samson's best rian atthewedding. sp.lrÀ.iirr. o* who cried our,,,* and it is sriliin Lehito

r s vengeance on the phiristines thT$![*1 
;4eed Israel for rwenty years during rhe pe-- er on, during the wheat harvest, samson took a riod \ryhenitrË pditistines aominateaiderana. 

-
jng goat as a present to his wife. He said, ,,I,m 

go_

-i'.yf..r room to sleep with her,,, but her fatÀer Samson Carries Away Caza,s Gates.et him in.
iv rhought vou must hu,. h".r...l.r rarher ex- 16 3trlJJ",'iil:îi^1,,ffirt:'J,iTii.,Tât:9.';3';
'<o I gave her in marriage t9 yoy-i"b::l man. But rpràa;itui'su.ronwaJthere,sothemenof cazagarhered

_,:"1i9;;.:"'.r,,evenmorebeautjfur 
rhansheis tàgett,".anàwartedarlnigntàtûretoiÀ!it"r.;n"ytept

r said, "rhis rime r cannot be hramed ror even.. fl;li:?H:H,ru'.Lfili,,ifliTfi li,f,î:':erves' 
"when tËe

3oingtodotoyouPhilistines."4Thenhewenrour ',sri i";rà*,r:ed,.rbeoon,runr;i mrJrrgni. thenhe' l00foxes.Hetiedrheirtairstogetherinpairs gotup,ààr.ooo,,r<J.o:(o: rierrh:.prt( Includlngthe
, ,-ened a torch to each pair of taits. st-hen_he rit the i"o pi*r, unJr,rt.d ih.. ;p, ;a; ;;;;ii'fiË pirï tn.* on ni,.lletthefoxesrunthroughthegrainfielrjsofth€,h;üà;;;;;à.r*iedthernall 

urer,.avtoth.etàpofthehill. He bumed all their $ain to the ground, incluci- ,..os iio* if.Uron.
.aves and the uncut grain. He also destroyed their
':tdolivegroves. Samson and Delilah:id this?" the Philistines demanded. . .il;;.. llter samson felt in love urth a u,oman named: " was the reply, "because his father-in-law from Oâiià-n, *n"'i*A in the valley of Sorek. sThe rulers of the:..eSamson'swifetobemarriedtohrsbesrman.,,Fniiirài,ilrr."tt.herandsaid,,,Entlcàsu.ionrorelyou

.iiiff,iË:lil" sot the v/oman and her father il;";;Ë;îi* ,o strong and how he can be àverporvered

.:youdidrhis,,,samsonvowed,,.rwon,tresruntil ;LÏ:t.t"i3,,i:;Tlelv 
rheneachof uswillgivevou l,l00

-:venge on you!" 8So he attacked the.Philistines ' .So O.liiiir-suia to Samson,,,please tell me what rnakes

;,i,iÏ.r§:,i:j,i:f.or 
them. rhen he wenuo yorià,i.üàna*r,rtit*oriàtiràlo1àyou'up,e.u,.ry.,,

st*es reiarùtffi'.rrne up^f:Tlt Bo:n *.1,iËfli,Tiiiili3irllti.ii|,ii,TTHTl;::'àïîffïi
:.9 out near the town of Lehi. roThe men of iu ,r rl"""lfiiii,,,
, Philistines, "why are you altdcking us?,, "";iâ 

,f,.à ii,ili"t"e rulers brought Delilah seven new bow_nes replied, "We've come [o capture,samson. 5gii!-5,ii,â ,i. ,i.o sr.ron up wrrh lhem. eShe had hidden..opayhimbackforwhâthedid.tous." ,à*ËÂ."-i"à^..f theinnerroomsof herhouse,andshenen of ludah went down io sct sarnson or tire .ii.a' ürr,:sri*^r rhe philistines have come lo capture

ffllfli:J::HrflÀ1.?:Ï'r"l,"pq.'tvou 
re- isu.: Ëîi'su.,on ,n,pped rhe bowsrnngs as a piece or

.;;p,ü,,i;;üüiil#;lÏ,i:liililii;i; :[:î'.îîi:îïiT,;j.ki.r;v;Ï;; i;ià"se*eLoriris

1îr:1,;fâ^,j",f.îffi,,Hî,it,. come ro rie 
:lüâ:l'ili,ïüËË':',î.',î',$Jii',T;;J:Jiffi3îîffi:l':§.'î:-i;;1,";"*d.;Ëi;il;iïiHi.,y"u 

won,rkin 
,,.1,iorji:iii'â,,ed, 

,,rr r were ried up \,ÿith brand-new
rnlytieyou up andhandyou overtoth. tn,f" iÎfÎllhjt had never been used, I would become as weak as

.ed. "we wàn'r kiil you:" so rhey ried li, ,p '"1Yô5 Bïiiun tooL new ropes and ried him up vÿith them.pes and brought him up from th-e_rock. rn. ,i"'*.ili iding in the inner room as before, and againr arrived at Lehi, the philistines 

^cam.e:L"..yl- 
iltiü[irl"àiut, ,,samson! 

The philistines have come to: But the spirit of the to*o .:T:^o^o-yïll,ll .æiiià iàil nrt again sa.nson snapped the ropes from his,nd he.snapped the ropes on his arms as if ;"i;;; ifî.r";re thread.::sûandsofflax,andrheyfellfromhl:.y,:frt "";;i;;ieïransaia,,,vou,vebeenmakingfunofmeand
Ithejai/ÿboneofarecentlykiileddontr.Ilt. 

t.ilingrnl#eiriowteitmehowyoucanbeüedupsecurery.,,.-,d killed i,000 philistines \4/irh ir. r6îhen '''Ë;liïï'üiLa,,,rfyouweretoweaverhesevenbraidsof

: lDoneof adonkey, ïH.lXiiil::ffiii,T;."àr#::lï§;:s.,1*,1ïillïj.".
- rem in heaps! So while he slept, Delilah *or. ti," ,.rËn ùiaios of iiis:cne of a donkey, hair into the fabriè. rrThen sne tignteneà it niit.l tn. too.

, r . ihousand men!" shuttle.* Again she cried out, ,,Sam"sonl 
The pl-Lilistr ne s har e--:::lrli'15:19HebîewEn'hakkoîc. l6i2AsinGreekandslriacversionsandLatinvulgatejllebiewl3cisli..,i.:..,.-.j.:

rr'àr§,abcut.28poundsm125kilo$amsinweight. t6:r3-iaAsiniieeürsionanaütinyrig"rei.,,.., 1..,...,-.., -. 5rthileheslept,Delilahuouetheseÿenbraid'oîhishaiintothefabii.limensnetixhtereii....:.:_.: _ -.....,

..: Isn't there eve. r,
. ::.e lsraelites you i:ti,ult

r j go to the pagan F:j'r

.ti ner for mel She .:uru

. .: ridn't realize the ,roLl

::::--Jnity to work i=4s':: a: ihat time.
::: iùlng down to Tr::rt,&l
.::-.s--r, near the ÿra.:.a'Jl
a ::rrlt of the LoÂr tTmi

:::i the lion's jau,: ilml'
.;:..' as if itwere a,tltrql
,- .- -,her about it -n,1Çr

'..i:: xith the wc::i: omrl

r-:.:. for the weiil-)i ilft

-l:-:.s cf the lio.- !:; lll!

r-: trÈ some hoi a : û:

:':::.\'into his :..-:: Jll[u

. a i:rne tO his ::-:'a iilm§,

:. . .!il lhem irÊ :l:3{Ei
: ..::.
:: : :irangerne:': ::- trl]t]r

:: :rnah,2S \il: :]d lluh

- :. r ll ide s -rn::::'' .§§

:: .::,n,thÉ tl.\: -: lr-]ru[

-. :<.l ',cu a a:-É, : üm,

- :,, s rf ihe aa.::l-aïul]lt
a: ::l:4,1I-l' S€:: ,: :3fr]!]Illilll

:.r lo'.j ::-!: !- I fir
ia :,::asaia -,l;U

,.:a:-.:.:::.".
::-:::,:a.
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jUDGES 17...pose1s6

come to capture you!" But Samson woke up, pulled back the pieces* of silver from you. Well,I have the money. I
loom shuttle, and yanked his hair away from the loom and one who took it."
the fabric.

lsThen Delilah pouted, "How can you tell me, 'I love you,'
when you don't share your secrets !ÿith me? You've made
fun of me three times now, and you still haven't told me
\,ÿhat makes you so strong!" r6she tormented him with her
nagging day after day unül he was sick to death of it.

1 TFinally, Samson shared his secret with her. "My hair has
never been cut," he confessed, "for iwas dedicatedto God as

a Nazirite from birth. If my head were shaved, my sûength
would leave me, and I would become as weak as anyone else."

taDelilah realized he had finally told her the truth, so she
sent for the Philistine rulers. "Come back one more time,"
she said, "for he has finallytold me his secret." So the Philis-
tine rulers returned with the money intheir hands. teDelilah

lulled Samson to sleep with his head in her lap, and then she
called in a man to shave off the seven locks of his hair. In
this way she began to bring him down,* and his strength left
him.

roThen she cried out,"Samson! The Philistineshave come
to capture you!"

When he woke up, he thought, "I will do as before and
shake myself free." But he didn't realize the Lono had left
him.

21So the Philistines captured him and gouged out his
eyes. They took him to Gaza, where he was bound with
bronze chains and forced to grind grain in the prison.

22But before long, his hair began to $ow back.

Samson's Final Victory
2:The Philistine rulers held a great festival, offering sacri-
fices and praisingtheir god, Dagon. They said, "Our god has
given us üctory over our enemy Samson!"

24when the people saw him, they praised their god, say-
ing, "Our god has delivered our enemy to us! The one who
killed so many of us is now in our power!"

zsHalf drunk by now, the people demanded, "Bring out
Samson so he can amuse usl" So he was brought ftom the
prison to amuse them, and they had him stand between the
pillars supporting the roof .

26samson said to the young servant who was leading him
by the hand, "Place my hands against the pillars that hold up
the temple. I want to rest against them." 27Now the temple
was completely filled with people. All the Philistine rulers
were there, and there were about 3,000 men and !ÿomen on
the roof who were watching as Samson amused them.

zeThen Samson prayed to the LoRD, "Sovereign Lono, re-
member me again. O God, please strengthen me iust one
more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines
for the loss of my two eyes." 2eThen Samson put his hands
on the two center pillars that held up the temple. Pushing
against them with both hands, :ohe prayed, "Let me die with
the Philistines." And the temple crashed down on the Philis-
tinerulers and allthe people. So he killedmorepeoplewhen
he died than he had during his entire lifetime.

rrlater his brothers and other relatives went down to get
his body. They took him back home and buried him be-
tween Zorah and Eshtaol, where his father, Manoah, was
buried. Samson hadjudged Israel for twentyyears.

Micah's ldols

"The LoRD bless you for
3He returned the moneyto

made a sacred ephod and some household idols.

6In those days Israel had
ever seemed right in their own eyes.

who had been liüng in

search of another place to live, and as he traveled,
to the hill country

ldolatry in the Tribe of Dan

of

here, and what are you doing in this place? Why

sThe men replied, "Come on,let's attack
seen the land,

get there, you

these silver coins to the LoRD. In honor of my son, I
an image carved and an idol cast."

installed one of his sons as

TOne day a young Leüte,
hem in Iudah, anived in that area. 8He had

cah's house as he
from?" Micah asked him.

He replied, "I am a Leüte from Bethlehem in
am looking for a place to live."

a$eed to this, and the young man became like
cah's sons.

12So Micah installed the Leüte as his
he lived in Micah's house. 1r"I know the Lono will
now," Micah said, "because I have a Levite
priest."

Nowinthoset8 Israel had no king. And
Danwas

from the towns of Zorah and Eshtaol to scout out a

them to settle in.
When these warriors arrived in the hill

be successful."
6"Go in peace," the priest replied. "For the

ing over your joumey."
zSo the five men went on to the town of Laish,

noticed the people liüng carefree lives, like the
they were peaceful and secure.* The people

And
no

8when the men retumed to Zorah and Eshtaol,
tives asked them, "What did you find?"

Don't hesitate

in? 7 There was a man named Micah, who lived in the hill has given us a spacious and fertile
,/ country of Ephraim. zOne day he said to his mother, rlso 600 men fromthe tribeof

"Iheardyouplaceacurseonthepersonwhostolel,l00 ofwar,setoutfromZorahandEshtaol.tzThey
l6tl9Otshebesantotomenthim.Gleekÿe$ionteaüHebegantogrowweak.17,2Hebty1,100sheke1§,abo\tl8poundsorl2.5
17,10Heûewl0shekelr,about4ouncesorll4gramsinweight.18:TThemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain.
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Kiriath-jearim in
to this day. t:1hs,

ofwest whichludah, 1S called
onwent fromthey there

hill'e of and tocame thecountry Ephraim house of

him* and retumed herto father's

aboutfour months,:her husband forsetout Bethle-
speak to andherpersonally her c0metopersuade

us,"

the.noved

at the gate
the thepriest saw sacredthemencarryingall ob-

of:it Micah's heshrine, said, are"whar doing?"you
ia andquiet come with "Be asaid. fatherthey and

allto us.of itIsnt tobetter abe for an entirepriest
clan:nd Israelof fortrhan the household of onejust
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: ::ôn ,vou. Well,I have the moneY. I

.<^ss \ ou for admitting it," his mother
:i :10ney to her, and she said, "I now
:.S iO thE LORD. In honor of my son, I will
: ::.d an idol cast."
, ::lmed the moneY to his mother,
. :nd gave them to a silversmith, who

r.age and an idol. Ànd these were
jr,liaah set up a shrine for the ido1,

some household idols.

pogels7...jUDCES 19
est of Kiriath-iearim in Judah, which is called back. He took with him a servant and a pair of donkeys.

. i'dan* to this day. I3Then they went on from there When he anived atx her fether's house, her father sarv him
:lill country of Ephraim and came to the house of and welcomed him. 4Her father urged him to siar a\ h jle, so

. iivemenwhohadscoutedourrherandaroundLa- 
*,'àiiflJ1:','"i'ffîi'l*:l*ii'J:*iT:::.: 

i:!:: .
lrined to the others, "These buildings contain a sa- but the woman's fatlier said to his son-in-Érr' l-.,.. .:.-.;-
ld,aswellassomehouseholdidols,acarvedirrrage, thing to eat beforë you go." 6so the two men -: ::..: ::.itidol.whatdoyouthinkyoushoulddo?"rsrhèn geth-er and had sohetËing to eat and drink t::.. ::<
ren tumed off the road and went over to Micah's woman's father said, "pleasé stay another nig:ri .:: .: : .-,eretheyoungLeütelived,andgreetedhimkindly. yourself."zrhemangotuptoleavâ,buthisfathË:-.:.,,,....::
r00armedwarriorsfromthetribeofDanstoodat urginghimtostay,sàhefinallygaveinandstare;:.-.....:.
:rce of the gate, r Tthe five scouts entered the shrine ion the moming of the fiftË day he was up . . - . . . _ ,
rved_thecarvedimage,thesacredephod,the readytoleave,anà'againthewonian,sfather-:::,.=
i idols, and the cast idol. Meanwhile, the priest was sométhing to eat; then"you can leave later this afte:: ,, - j .
.,1 the gate with the 600 armed warriors. they had Inother day of feasting. elater, as the r.:: . : - ,
lthepriest§awth€mencarÿngallthesacredob- concubineandservairtwereprefiaringtoleaveh,.:,--- -
r Micah's shrine, he said, "what are you doinÿ" law said, "Look, it's utrnort oienrig. siaÿti à nig..., ,, _ . -
rjetandcome.withus,"theysaid."Beafatherand yourself.Tomorrowyoucangetup-earÿandbecr,:-:.:
11 of us. Isn't it better to be a priest for an entire roBut this time tÉe man üas àeteÉrined to .€:, : :.r -.:ianoflsraelthanforthehouseholdofjustone tookhistwosaddleddonkeysandtriiio:r:_:-::-:

headedinthedirectionofJebus(thatis,Jerusâ.È::
J,ngpriestwas.quite-happytogordir.hthem,sohe late in the daywhen they neared.lebus, and :-- ---

. .he sacred ephod, the househotd idols, and the vanr said ro him,',Let,s stôp at thijleuuiite tc "- j- : .:-:ge, 2rThey turned and started on their way again, the night there.,,
:lr children, livestock, and possessions in front of r z"§o,', his master said,,,we can,t stay in thrs :::. .- . -

where there are no Israelites. Instead, we triL ; : . - r: | 
=the people from the tribe of Dan were quite a ah. rjcomeon,let'strytogetasfarascibea: ::,.- ,- - 

:
:.'m Micah's house, the people who lived neàr Mi- we'll spend the night in oie of those tonns " ._r: :
:Lasingafterthem.23Theywereshoxtingasthey on.ThèsunwassàftingastheycametoGibe"::,: - --.
'rith them. The men of Dan turned around anà land of Benjamin, rsio they stoppea tne:. -, : : , : -- :
,h. "what's lhe matter? why have you calied nighr. They rested in the tor+n square. bu: - . . -
.rgether and chased after us like this?,' inlor the night.
do you mean, 'What's the matter?,,, Micah re- roThat evéning an old man came homa :: -
'etakenawayallthegodslhavemade,andmy thefields.Hewaifromthehillcountr,::::- , - :. ,,
\ave nothing lefll' was living in Gibeah, where the peop,e ". , 

.- -
:of Dansaid,"watchwhatyousayl rhereare ofBenjamin.rzwhenhesawthetare,e,,,: -.
::mperedmenaroundherewhomightgetan$) square, he asked them where ther ut:: ::- - -
.rd vour family. ' 2650 the men of Dan côntinuià they were going.
'ôrhenMicahsawthatthereweretoomanyof rs"weÀavebeeninBethlehem:r---- ---:- -l

-]toattack,hetumedaroundandwenthome.plied.,,WeareonourwaytoaremC:e::.:-.:
.:hMicah'sidolsandhispriest,themenof Dan ôf lphraim,whichismyîome. Itr;r..r::: i. _ ,

lwnofl,aish,whosepeoplewerepeacefuland no\^rl'mretuminghomâ.*Butnoone,r,-,,.-_ - ---
;ttacked with swords and bumed the tor!'n to night, rseven thoügh we have evenri.r:: . : -:: _ : . i .:rThere was no one to rescue the people, for straw and ieed foî our donkets ar: i:- -
--eat distance from Sidon and haà nô allies wineforourselves ,

:,appenedin th.e valleynear Beth-rehob. 20,,you are welcome to star \\iih r-. :-. : - . - I lopleofthetribeofDanrebuiltthetownand willgiveyouanythingyoumigl-r::;:.,
',heyrenamedthetownDanaftertheirances- donispéndthânigËiinthàsc:::. ,..-. :, -:-

but it had originally been called Laish. home wltn nim un"a f.a ,nL .. . .
.etupthecarvedimage,andtheyappointed theirfeet,lheyateanddranr::;..-...
Gershom,sonof Moses,*dstheirpriest.This zzWhile lhey were en.. i _

td as priests for the tribe of Dan until the Ex- troublemakers from the tcu: . -:- : - - : : : -: - : _ ,.: -: .

carvedimagew_asworshipedbythetribeof beganbeatlngatthedoo-:. j - :_ _ .. -
r< Tabernacle of God remained at Shiloh. oulthe man ü,ho is strr.,.; ,.. l- . I , , l

:,rd HisConcubine 
hitr1.oramansteDpe: 

,.:- :. .r --:- f,: :-.rosedayslsrael hadnoking.Therewasa brothers,don,tdosllch::.... :.::-r !_:_:::_::.ttr.IhefribeofLeülivinginaremoteareao[ myhouse,andsuchd.: -. _-,.j.., :,..of Ephraim. One day he brought home a mÿ Urgin daughter ,:, , - -l , . _. ., i- ao
: lehem in ludah to be his concubine. zBut thâm oît to vou. anJ . . - . 

: - , - ,. ,, noi.,'à?.:t,vÿithhim*andreturnedtoherfather,s youlike.nutâon,tCc:-::::-:-.._._-.:::.i..tsman.,,
zsButtheytrou.:' - \ .-:.t.,rerookhold

-rmonths,:herhusbandsetoutforBethle- ofhisconcübin.r.,.:_:...:::::irhedoor.Themenof
rsonallytoherandpersuadehertocome thetownabuseoi.r-, -..-: i;^,njruàiiipingheruntil..-'ms"thecampofDan." lS:3oAsinanancientHebrewtuadition,someG:Èi\-r--i::::!::iillin\,ulgate;,llasoretlcTerlreads

'2atshew6uüLithfultohim. lgt3Asincreetverslon;Helwieiàsti7.r:r:--:.:i::rrmr, l9:lgAsincreekversion(see
:3110u I'm Eoing to theTabemacle of the lpru_

=:l od and
: :.: SonS aS his personal priest.
,-- -srae1 had no king; all the people did

in

::::lace to live, and as he traveled,

:r, cf Ephraim. He happened to stop

s he was traveling
dedhim.

through. e"Where

'l a:-, a Leüte from Bethlehem in
: z :lace to live."
. *.:h me," Micah said, "and can

,. :: :ne. I will give You ten oi
'..: ge of clothes and Your
:rl ihe young man became like

:: :::l.ed the Levite as his Personal
i:: ! nouse. r3"I kno\d the LoRD

.;.: 'because I have a Levite

:he Tribe of Dan
r 
--i,.se days Israel had no king. And

r: rn ,ngto finda
m{ yet moved into the land assigneÉ

: ,ç:s divided of
.::::SeffOm
. ' -: Zorah and Eshtaol to scout oui

- rzriors amived in the hill

= :r \licah's house and spent the

-::. s house,
i , !, ent over

they
and

'lr are you doing in this Place?
: : :rern about his a$eement uill'.
.::: hired as Micah's prjÉ:s.

. nld,"AskGod

3ce." the priest replied. "For the
'iourney."
: :l,en went on to the town of l-as:-
:= : : liling carefree lives, IIke ::,:
:,-:rul and secure.* The
:-:::areirlandwasvery .{:,:
:: ::: in Sidon and had no allies :.-rm
= 
:::n returned to Zorah and

:::r \lhat didyou find?"
. :epied, "Come on, let's attack

- :. .r ]I : \ erÿ good. What are ' : -
:. :: io and take possession o; l--

- .r... iind the people
:'::cious andiertile land,*:- :.ôm the tribe of Dan,

- :::m Zorah and Eshtaol. r{.-a,
I : ri..k.ij,aboùt28poundsor :l :

i:iaÉ l!!iaeTlain

miiln'
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morning. Finally, at dawn they let her go. uÀt dayheak the
woman retumed to the house where her husband was stay-
ing. She collapsed at the door of the house and lay there un-
til it was light.

zzlVhen her husband opened the door to leave, there lay
his concubine with her hands on the threshold. 2EHe said,
"Get up! Let's gol" But there was no answer.* So he put her
body on his donkey and took her home.

2ewhen he got home, he took a lcnife and cut his concu-
bine's body into twelve pieces. Then he sent one piece to
each tribe throughout all the territory of I$ael.

3oEveryone who saw it said, "Such a horrible crime has
not been committed in all the üme since Israel left Egypt.
Think about it! what arc we going to do? Who's going to
speak up?"

Israel's War with Benjamin
t/^ Then all the Israelites were united as one man, from
ZU Oan in the north to Beersheba in the south, includ-
ing those from âcross the Jordan in the land of Gilead. The
entire communiÿ assembled in the presence of the L0RD at
Mizpah. uThe leaders of all the people and all the tribes of
I$ael-400,000 warriors armed with swords-took their
positions inthe assemblyof thepeople of God.:(Wordsoon
reached the land of Beniamin that the other tribes had gone
up to Mizpah.) The Israelites then asked how this terrible you."
crime had happened.

4The Levite, the husband ofthe womanwho had been mur-
dered, said,'My concubine and I came to spend the night in
Gibeah, a town that belongs to the people of Beniamin. sThat

night some of the leading ciüzens of Gibeah surrounded the
house, planning to kill me, and they raped my concubine until
she was dead. eSo I cut her body into twelve pieces and sent
the pieces throughout the territory assigned to Israel, for
these men have committed a terrible and shameful crime.
zNow then, all of you-the entire community of

should be done about

2eso the Israelites set an ambush all around
3oThey went out on the third day and took their
the sâme place as before. 3lwhen the men
came out to attack, they were drawn away from the
And as they had done before, they began to kill the
ites. About thtty Israelites died in the open fields and
the roads, one leading to Bethel and the other leading
to Gibeah.

32Then the u/arriors of Beniamin shouted, "We're
Israel-must ing them as we did before!" But the Israelites had
this!" advance to run away

along the
so that the men of Benjamin
roads and be ùawn away

camped near Gibeah. 2oThen they advanced toward Gibed
to attack the men of Benjamin. 2rBut Beniamin's warriG
who were defending the town, came out and killed 22,0û
Israelites on the battlefield that day.

22But the Israelites encouraged each other and took tha
positions again at the same place they had fought the pr6
olrs day. 23For they had gone up to Bdthel and wept in th
presence of the LoRD until evening. They had asked ti
Lonn, "Should we fight against our relatives from Benjanit
again?"

And the LoRD had said, "Go out and fight against them"
24So the next day they went out again to fight againstü

men of Benjamin, 2sbut the men of Benjamin killed anotE
1 8,000 Israelites, all of whom were experienced with ü
sword.

26Then all the Israelites went up to Bethel and wept int*
presence of the LoRD and fasted until evening. They *
brought burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lcil -
27The Israelites went up seeking direction from the Lor -(In those days the Ark of the Covenant of God was in Betill
28and Phinehas son of Eleazar and grandson of Aaron a
the priest.) The Israelites asked the Lono, "Should we @
against our relatives from Benjamin again, or shouldn
stop?"

The LoFJ said, "Go! Tomorrow I will hand them ovrtl

l3when

- ess But they colldn,t escape the battle, and the peo_ w(
,i 

cdme oul of the nearby lowns were also killed., salsraelttes surrounded lhe men of Benjamin and wt. rhem. retenrlessly, finail) overtaking thém easi-oi ih,nlnar oay 18,000 of Ben.lamin,s strongest war_ m;
ed in banle.4sThe survivors fled into rhedt;;rnJ;, i;;-r,the rock of Rimmon, but Israet kilfea S,OOO oiiirem ^''

: .he road. They continued the chase untili},.V'i.,uà *,: rnother 2,000 near Gidom.
,i,rt àr1,lÀÀ iiiüààiËË^;u.i" tosr 25,000 ,oonn ll1

,, 
armed with swords, 4Tleaving only 600 men wirS 

"^"1i ro lhe rock of Rimmon, wheie rhéy r*.i rài iàr. iïl-. 4sAndthelsraelitesreturnedandstiuehrereOeve; .,',
'ingin all the towns-the people, rhe iir.rt"« r"â ,"_
rlgrheytound. Iheyatsobumeddown ailrhetowns iii:ne to. 

Whr

Provides Wives for Beniamin dea

7 he Israelites had vowed ai tv,tizpah,,,We will never Jjre' ;^\e our daughlers in marriage to a man lrom the rne
tsenjamin." 2Now the people went to Bethel and sat sw!
r.esence ol 

-Cod 
until evening, weeping loudly and un9

, u L,oRD, GOd OI [Srael," lhey cried out, ,,whv 
has'rened in tsrael? \ow one ofbur ,rto., i, ,lirlfii helr'oeil" ----"'o 

the
. thenext morning thepeople builtan altarandore. 2oTl

lerr burnt_offerings and peace offerings oÀ it and
ey sard, "Who among the tribes of Israei-did nor wotr

.' Vlzpah when we held our assembjy in the or"._ ther
ne lom?" At rhar rime trrey naa iaien'i soi.fin rire I

'ne LoRDS_presence, voung that anyone rl.,o ra_ ther.
ome would be put lo death. 'Plea
raeiites lell sorry for their brorher Beniamin and we c

lay one ot the tribes of Israei has been cut 016. Iabe:
,: we find \4/ives for the few who remain, sln..Ça sinct

.,jl 
by tn. LoRD not ro give tnem our aiügiiiài, i,i .1X

'.asked,"Who amongthe tribesof lsrael did not caugl
\r ltpan \.vhen we assembled in the presence o[ the and (

d tiey discovered that no one from IaUesir_sileaà own t

led rhe assembty. eFor afler they.,;r"ùd ;il il; 24-

one l"rom Iabesh-gilead was present. Iies, ar assembty senl I 2,000 oI their best warriors lo zsl
: .aad with orders to kill everyone tf.ere, inciuàin! ereri

.,or 
th.?-ppople Jrom lh? ncarbA !owb al\o, anr ou! and kiilcd Ihpn.

{ r er\ ro the r omp,ete cor.e, .dljon of rhrng, or peop,e ro 1np 1 ,,a. s]ûi

8And all the people rose to their feet in unison and de- chase them
clared, "None of us will return home! No, not even one of usl town.

decide here and nowwhat

elnstead, this is what we will do to Gibeah;we will draw lots
to decide who will attack it. loone-tenth of the men* from
each tribe will be chosen to supply the warriors with food,
and the rest of us will take revenge on Gibeah+ of Beniamin
for this shameful thingtheyhave done in Israel." r rso all the
Israelites \ryere completely united, and they gathered to-
gether to attack the town.

while,the Israelites hiding in ambush
iumped up to fighl. r4There were

Baal-tamar,
the main group
they turned and

of Israelite warriors
took up their positions.

to thewest* of
10,000 elite

l2The Israelites sent messengers to the tribe of Beniamin,
saying, "What a tenible thing has been done among you!
r3cive up those eül men, those troublemakers from Gibeah,

the Israelites killed 25,100 of Beniamin's warrior,

so we can execute them and purge Israel of this eü1."
But the people of Beniamin would not listen. l4Instead,

they came from their towns and gathered at Gibeah to fight
the Israelites. rsln all, 26,000 of their warriors armed with
swords arrived in Gibeah t0 ioin the 700 elite troops who
lived there. l6Among Benjamin's elite troops, 700 were left-
handed, and each of them could sling a rock and hit a target and attacked Benjamin's warriors.
within a hairsbreadth without missing. rTlsrael had By that time Benjamin's warriors had killed aboul tr@,

400,000 experienced soldiers armed with swords, not Israelites, and they shouted, "We're defeating then as*
counting Benjamin'swarriors. did in the first battle!" 4oButwhen the warriorÀ of Benim

r8BeforethebattlethelsraeliteswenttoBethelandasked lookedbehindthemandsawthesmokerisingintoeü
God, "Which tribe should go first to attack the people of from every part of the town, 4lthe men of Israel turnÈEl,
Benjamin?" attacked. At this point the men of Benjamin becam€ ffi

The LoRD answered, "ludah is to go first." fied, because they realized disaster \.ÿas close at hanc- t
leso the Israelites left early the next morning and theyturnedaroundandfledbeforethelsraelitesto$a-dl

19:2SGreekversionaddslorsheù6dead.2ÙiloaHebrewl0mmftofrtueruhilndred,100mmfrmeuerytho6and,ond1,000menfiofrds1
10,000.20tl0bHebrewGebd,inthiscaseavariantspellingofGibeah;alsoin20:33.20:33AsinGreekandSlriacversionsandlatinVulgate;tiæ
reads hidinS in the opm spoce.

\r{

whom were experienced swordsmen. 36Then the nEn
Benjamin saw that they were beaten.

The Israelites had reteated from Benjamin's warrinn
order to give those hiding in ambush more room to md
ver against Gibeah. 3zThen those who were hidingrusld
from all sides and killed everyone in the town. 38Tha r

lil|ililltlillm



hên thev advanced. toward Giil
riamin. irBut Beniamin's warrl

,Tl'*,ïi: 
*t'i'd t<itted z zl

:ourased éach other and took il

r*:"ï*'J"ifl:f:ïâT:ffil
,fit evànins. Thev had astil
gainst our rËlativei from ne{

t,'Go out and fieht aeainstû-
*en1 out asainio fie-ht aeaiil

he men of B"eniamin"kiileàm-
rrtrom were experienced w{

paset5e ..,|UDCES 21
:ss. But they couldn't escape the battle, and thepeo- women and_children. il,,This is what you are to do,,, theycame out of the nearby towns were also killed.* said. ,,Completely 

destroy* all tne maléianà every womân!raelites surrounded the men-of Benjamin and whoisnotâurgiir.",ramongtri.i.ria^.^tràilrresh-gilead: r.em relertlessll 
-finaly overtaking them east of they found 400 young virgins who had never slept \.ÿith a- r4That day 18,000 of Beniamin's strongcst war- man, and they biough"t ûlËm to tne cimplt snitoh in th.,: in battle. 4sThe survivors fled into the i,rÀlderness iunà'oicrnuun.

ie rock of Rimmon, but Israel killed 5,O00of them r3The Israelite assembly Sent a peace delegation to the re_.' road. They continued the chase until they naA maininÀ pîople of Benjamin wi 
" 
*.i" iù.Ë.t tf.'e rock of:,ther 2,000 near Gidom.

,at daythe triue àiien;amrnp:::s,g,j g":q f,àiH:JÏ[îJ]i*îiii.#1ili,;.ffiffi..::lïï
.rmed wilh swords, 4zleavins o.lly qgO men whô ,p;;;à' ;;;. grven to rhem as wives. Bur there were not' the rock of Rimmon, wireie théy lived for f our ;Ë*,1 ;;;." for a1 of rhem.

;i#iï]iiii:ffi ::1flî:ff 
tl,Ixï,lfi 

;,fi[Hi**î:lff*,,.i,--",il:#dï*:i,,s]**i?;tffi'i theyfound. They also bumed
: io 

who remain, since the women of the tribe of Beniamin are
Jvides Wives for Beniamin dead? rzThere musl be heirs for lhe suryivors so lhat an en_

lsraeliles had vowed ai tvtizpah, \r e n ill never ll': l'ibt ol Israel is not wiped out. rsBut we cannol give
our daughlers in marriage lo a man fror-rnà lhem our own daughters in marriage because we have
,iamin.''Nowthepeopleiventtoaon.iunar"i 5\0rrhilhdsolennoaththdtan\onewhodoesthiswill fall

.,ence of cod until evening, weeping touatv anà und^er.cod s curse "

'Iono,Godof Israel,"thàycrieào-ut,"*i,vtras llh!!lhe\ liorgrlo:tneànnual flestival of theLoRo
ed in Israel? Now one of our tribes is missing held in Shiloh south 0r J ebor ah and north of Bethel, along" the east side of the road that goes from Bethel to Shecheml':nextmomingthepeoplebuiltanaltarandpre- 2oTheytoldthemenofBenianin\i'hostillneededwives,"Go

. burnt offerings and peace otferings on it. ,nd hide-in the vineyard< 2 \\hen )'ou \ee the young
.aid, "Who among the ûibes of lsraei-did not Yomen of Shiloh come out for tleir dan, er rush oui frorà

llzpahwhenweheldourassemblyintheores- theüneyards,andeachofyoucantakeoneofthemhometo
. LoRn?" At that time they had talien , roie.n the land of Benjamin to be your uiifel 22And when their fa-
r LoRD's presence, vo\r/ing that anyone who ,a- th.ers and brothers come to us in protest, we uill tell them,

' . would be put to dea thl 'Please be sympathetic. Let them have your da ugl^ter<. for
ites fell sorry for lheir brother Beniamin and we didn't find wives for all of them when we destro\ed
. ne of the tribes of Israel has been 611 oJJ. labesh_grlead And you are not guilÿ of breaking lhe iow

. find wives for the few who remain, since we since you did not actually give ÿour'daughters tô them in
. the LoRD not to give Ihem our daughters in marriage."'

23So the men of Beniamin did as theywere told. Each man
r,ked, "Who among the tribes of Israel did not caught one of the women as she danced in the celebration
:ahwhenweassembledinthepresenceofthe and carried her off to be his wife. They rerurned to their
'Ê\' discovered that no one from Jabesh-gilead own land, and they rebuilt their towns and lived in them.- he assembly. eFor after they counted àl the 24Then the people of Israel departed by tribes and fami-'romlabesh-gileadwaspresent. lies,andtheyrètumedtotheiroünhomei.
' m bly sent 1 2,000 of their best warriors to 25In those days Israel had no king; all the people did what-
" ith orders to kill everyone there, incruding ever seemed right in their own eyei. '

i€peopleffomthefrearbybwÆa.lsocameoutundkitledthem- 20:43ThemeaningoftheHebrewisuncertain 21:.tl.l.heHebrewothe compTete conse.ràtion of things orpeople to the r-ono,either b1iàesiro"l"g rn.ï 
"r 
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I e.lds 
_Stay 

right behind the young women work- dt
:retd. esee which part of the field they are haNest_ ur

: -ren followthem. I have warned the y6rng 
^.nnot à,

:u roughly. And when you are lhirsty, hel[ yourself
lrer they have drawn lrom the well.,, dt

-:h fell at his feet and thanked him warmty. ,,Wnat Ji
- -.ne to deserve such kindness?,, she asked. ,,i 

am onlÿ 
- -

.reI."
-' I know,, Boaz replied. ,,But I also tno* uUout ff
rg you have done for your mother-in{aw since the ie
,our husband. I have heard how you left your fa_ ur- molherandyourown land toliveh'er.u.oi,g.oÀ_ ri'rangers. r2May the LoRD, the God of Israel,i:nder

:ngs you have come lo take refuge, reward you fully of- 
I ou have donp

Rtnu
Author Samuel, according to lewish tradition (although the genealogy suggests it ias written after

his death)
Date Written Between 1375 and'l 050 B.c. f

Content Cgd often uses the most unlikely people to accomplish his plans and purposes. ln this book, l
Ruth, a Moabite widow, willingly leaves her homeland to care for her mother-in-law, Naomi,l
who is also a widow. Being a Moabite, Ruth was not a part of Cod's chosen people, lsrael, brl
she chose to follow Cod anyway. Cod rewarded her for her faithfulness and her kindness to ]
her mother-in-law. First, he provided for Ruth's physical needs. As Ruth went out to qet foodD
she came upon a field, wheie the owner alloweà her to gather as much leftover graii as she!
needed. But Cod's provision did not stop at Ruth's immediate physical needs. The owner of Dr
the field, Boaz, also'happened to be a relative of Naomi. Boaz iook a sincere interest in Ruth,J
and eventually they were married. Cod continued to show his faithful love to Ruth and BoaTI

i*Xr"Ullf 
them through their descendants-King David and, hundreds of years later, 

f

I

- lpe I continue to please you, sir," she replied. ,,you ,,y

-nforted me by speaking so kindly to me, even be:
I am not one of your \4rorkers." ric
mealtime Boaz called to her', 'rcome over here, and I r.l
-rself to some food. you can dip your bread in the are
re." So she sat with his harvesters, and Boaz gave her yol

- asted grain to eat. She ate all she wanted ànd still clore left over,
the

Elimelech Moves His tamily to Moab
I In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe
f famine came upon the land. So a man from Bethlehem

in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of
Moab, taking his wife and two sons with him. 2The man's
nâme was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two
sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from
Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached
Moab, they settled there.

:Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two
sons. 4The two sons married Moabite women. One manied a

woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth.
But about ten years later, sboth Mahlon and Kilion died. This
left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

Naomi and Ruth Return
oThen Naomi heard in Moab that the Lopo had blessed his

l6But Ruth replied, "Don't ask me to leave you and üil
back. Wherever you go, I will go;whereveryou live, Iwillln
Your people will be my people, and your God wilt be myGi,
tz!\rhereveryou die,Iwill die, andthere Iwill be buried.§',
the LoRD punish me severely if I allowanything but deafur
separate us!" l8when Naomi saw that Ruth was determiil:
to go with her, she said nothing more.

reso the tlvo of them continued on their iourney,
they came to Bethlehem, the entire town was
their arrival. "Is it rea§ Naomi?" the women asked.

for
went away full, but the LoRD has brought me home
Why call me Naomi when the Lonn has caused me to
and the Almighty has sent such tragedy upon me?"

22So Naomi returned from Moab, accompanied

-en Ruth went back to work again, Boaz ordered his-:en, "Let her galher $ain right among the sheaves
. stopplng her. r6And pull out some heads of barlev' è bundles and drop them on purpose for her. Let hei
?m up, and dont give her a hard timel,,

ver
sur
dot

up
oth

daughter-in-law Ruth, the young Moabite
rived in Bethlehem in late spring, at the

th told her mother-in{aw about the man in whose she
:ad worked. She said,,,The man I worked r/ÿith to- 'Dor

, Tied Boaz."woman.
beginning

band,Elimelech.
zone dayRuththe Moabite said toNaomi, "Let

into the harvest fields to pick up the stalks of grain
hind by anyone who is kind enough to let me do it."

that
and when she

entire basket.* was
back into tovm ànd showed itto her mother- ,,Bri

her the roasted $ain that was left scoi
The:ie did you gather all this $ain toda)2" Naomi l

. here did you work? May
rd vou!"

the LoRD bless the one askr

iuth gathered barley there all day,
evening it filled an

" { and stay u/ith his
-,Dleted."

ms youngwomen right through
: be narassed in other fields. but

R

It
people in fudah by giüng them good crops again. So Naomi
and her daughters-in{aw got ready to leave Moab to retum
to her homeland. TWith her two daughters-in{aw she set

bârley harvest.

outfromtheplacewhereshehadbeenliving,andtheytook Ruth Works in Boaz's Field
the road that would lead them back to ,udah.

sBut on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in{aw,
"Go back to your mothers'homes. And maythe LoRD reward
you for your kindness to your husbands and to me. eMay the
LoRD bless you \,ÿith the security of another marriage." Then
she kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and

2 Nowthere was a vÿealthyand influential man in
hem named Boaz, who was a relative of Naomi's

the LoRD bless him!,,Naomi told her daughter-in- unti
. .s showing his kindness to us as \4rell as to yourdead settl
- - That man is one of our

, redeemers."
closest relatives, one of

- Ruth* said, "What,s more, Boaz even told me.to
harvesters until the entre har- 4,

dl"Naomi exclaimed.,,Do as he
Boaz

said,mydaughter. Iv/ar
thewholeharvest. caller
you'llbesafewith ness(

Boa

,thr,ÿorked alongside the women in Boaz,s ,",0, lll?']
.ed grain with them until the end of the barlev soeai
'en she continued working wilh them ,h;*ài ô;tarvest.in early summer. And all the while sËe witne'hermother-in-la\,ÿ. 

caus€

.he Threshing Ftoor i
- :vNaomi said to Ruth,,,Mydaughter, it,s time that lanj{

: a permanent home for you, so that you will be abite
r. ,Boaz is a close relative of ours, anà he,s been on he
. Ieningyougathergrainwithhisyoung*o..;. -' ;,:i
,rqll,be \^/innowing barley at the tÉresirïng nooi. ,,Ueca

. r teil you-take a bath and put on perfuire and the lat
rrntcest ctothes. Then go to the threshing floor, 7N(-Boaz see you until he has finished eati"ng and ransi

-, - 

Æ about an ephah I ) Oquarrs or 2 2 litersl. 2i2O Hebtew to t ho I ù ih a.- !r(noMquantih. J:l5bMostHebrewmanu«riprereaane; min,î

wept.
rü'No," theysaid. "We want to gowithyou to yowpeople."
lrBut Naomi replied, "Why should you go on with me?

Can I still give birth to other sons who could $ow up to be

2o"Don't call me Naomi," "Instead,call

Naomi replied, "All right, my daughter, go ahead'!
Ruth went out to gather $ain behind the harvesters. Ad
it happened, she found herself working in a field thdt
longed lo Boaz, the relative ot her father-in-law, Elimd{

11

your husbands? 12N0, my daughters, retum to your parents'
homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were
possible, and I were to get married tonight and bear sons,
then whaf r3would you wait for them to $ow up and re-
fuse to marry someone else? No, of course not, my daugh-
ters! Things are far more bitter for me than for you, because
the LoR, himself has raised his fist against me."

l4And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her
mother-in{aw good-bye. But Ruth clung tightly to Naomi.
rs"Look," Naomi said to her, "your sister-in{aw has gone
back to her people and to her gods. You should do the

4while she was there, Boaz arrived from Bethlehil
greeted the harvesters. "The LoRD beivith you!"

"The Lono bless youl" the harvesters replied.
5Then Boaz asked his foreman, "Who is thar }!l

woman over there? Who does she belong to?"
ôAnd the foreman replied, "she is the young woman f{

Moab who came back with Naomi. zShe asked me {
moming if she could gather $ain behind the har\l€f
She has been hard at work ever since, except for a feu'd
utes'rest in the shelter."

sBoaz went over and said to Ruth, "Listen, my darS
when you gather gain; don't flt

he saii

same." Stay right here with us
l:20Naouimeans"pleasant":M4r4means"bittet." li2lOrh6testifredagairctfre_
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:: - Jch leftover qrain as s'rt
:-..s la needs. The owner:r
::. a sincere interest in RU:n

: :..'; love to Ruth and Bo-
- - rireds of years later,

--l::'r i ask me to leave you
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elds^Stay right behind lhe young wome.n work- drinking. rgs 5u1s to notice where he lies down; then go andeld eSeewhichpartotthefieldlÀeyareharvest- 

uncover"hisfeetandliedownlhere.Hewiilteityouwhatto
- en follow them. I have wamed the ydung men not do.,,
: roughry. Andwhenyou are thirsty,herpyourseif s"I\,ÿill do everythingyou say,,,Ruth replied.6so shewentir they have drawn from the wen.,, down to the rhreshingî;o;i# ;idi aiJià'rrowea trre in_:eilathisfeetandthankedhimwarmly."what structionsofhermotËer-in-law. ''--------

' : to deserve such kindness?" she asked. ,,i am only TAfter Boaz had finished eiüng and drinking and was in:'
know,,,Boaz repried ,,Bur r arso.know.o.,, â::Il;i'Bji:.,ilffHfl.T:jtrïi,:,JÏ"li::.tff,:

' i ou have done-for your mother-in-lau,_ since the feet, and lay dou,n. "erounà midn-i-grriioà7 ,iào.nry ,ot.rur husband. I have heard how you left your fa- up and turnedover. He was surprirEàio iina a wo*an ry,ng. .ther and your own land to live here amoirg com_ ai his feet! e,,Who are youZ,,he âsked-
'-lers. 

r2May the LoRD, the God of Israel, und.er 
- 
"I am your servant Ruth,,, she repiied. ,,spread 

the corner.syouhavecometotakerefuge,rewardyoufully ofyourioveringoverme,foryouaiemyfàilyredeemer.,,
: havedone " ,s,rhe LoRD'ble;; y;;;i;;üi;iriïü'z excraimea:t.continuetopleaseyou,sir,"sherepried."you,,youareshowinger.n*oi.râ.iiyiàvàityn-o"riitranyouoia
rrted me by speaking so kindly to me, even before,foryouh"ar.notgon.àii.iàr;rü;;;;,;;#;;
I not one of your workers." rich or pooi. r rNow don,iworry rUoui à tiiini,'àv ourgi.t.r..ltrmeBoazcalledtoher,"comeoverhere,and Iwilrdôwhatirn.c.rra.y,roiâr..yon.ini8r*r.nor"ryo,
' f to som€ fg9g..Y9u can dip your bread in the are a ürtuoui *o*un. rrBut while it,s true that I am one ofso she sat wilh his harvesters, and Boaz gave her your family redeemers, there is anotirei màn iuho is more
':d grain to eat. she ate all she wanted ànd still ôlosely retated to you than l am. ,jsta.,' ner. ionlght, and in'l over. ,r^ *l-.^,-^ i
,ï,ly::,_?rl-,1îEkasain.Boazorde*ono l,liil.li'if,',Hi:iJ,,[îrÏl,ifJ'il1lil?,i:,1*::f.n:

LeI ner gatner-grain riSht among the sheaves surely as the Lono lives, 
.l 

ri,rll redeer, t.ou myselfl Now lie:p.rng her. r6And pull out some heads of barley aown irere untit morning.,,
rdlesand drop them on purpose for her. Let hei r4so Ruth Iay at Boaz's ieer Linnl the moming, but she got:, and don't give her a hard time!,, up before it wâs light ei:c.rgh fo, p.opf"io i.Tàgnize each' gathered bartey there alr day, and when she oiher. For Boaz h;à s::c so 

"". 
;,r:i il;;liiar a woman,$ainthatevening,itfilledanentirebasket.* washereatther:res.:,:ngfloor.,,,riirennoazsaiatoher,

:itbackintotownandshowedittohermother- "Bring vour c.oa^ and ipread it orl.;u. *.rsu..o rl,
,,,§:f:* 

her the roasted srain thar was reft scooni-:i.:;îJljii:.,..1,ï- ànàïil..T ii'àn n.. u.r.
did you gather all this grain today?" r-aomj '6\\ïen Rurh \ent back to her mother-in-law, Naomi:e did you work? May the Lono bless the one asked, .\\ïa: \ap)eleC mr daughter?,,rul" Ruth told \aox1i e\ enlning B;az had done for her, rzand

I li her mother-in-law about the man in whose she added, "He gave me these slx scoops of barley and said,r ,vorked. she said, "The man I worked with to- 'Don't go back t6 your mother-in{aw emp6. Àinaea. ,,

Boaz." raThen Naomi said to r.,.., "luri f. pààà,nt, my aaugnter,, I-ono bless him!" Naomi rold her daughter-in- until we hear what happens. TIi. ;; ffi;i;;riuntl he has
. r\ing his kindness to us aswell as to yôurdead settled things today.,,, man is one of our closest relatives, one oIr?emers." Boaz Marries Ruth

ïi*,ffi3i:*:,1?*îîifTil:îlî.ff# 4 1,"tr,î:Ï*i,,ïi:H§ï:f;1âlî"ft:i:â,.ffI.,,1:ïru. Boaz called out to him, ,,Come 
over here and sit down, friénd.;omi exclaimed. "Do as he said, my_daughter. I want to talk to you.,, so Û,ey sat ao*n1àjàtiràrl ,rhen Boaz

'rng women right through the whole harvest. called ten leaderi from the to*. ,nà ær..âiiiàÂ to sit as wit-:rassedinotherfields,butyou'llbesafewith nesses. 3And Boaz said to the f.Àiil;;;àA;;;:,you know

,rked arongside the women in Boaz,s.rierds il1?i:,yÀï1T:f.':IrÏiïrf;Xiiiliil:Tfil1iî:î:
' :ain with them until the end of the barley speak to yiu about it so that you can reaeem iirriou wrsir. lr
'necontinued\'ÿorkingwith.themthrough yàuwanitheland,trrennuylirrereinùepiesericeortnese
'st-in earlysummer. And all the while sÉe wiûresses.Butifyordon'tviantit,ràtÀ.t"[*ngntr*uy,n.
' rther-in-law. cause i am nexr in rine to ,àaà.* iià-rte, vàu. 

""'

-,reshins Froor +^iï*ïr]iTâit#1,,#;lilsel,eye*irpu,cn,se or tneïisaidtoRuth,"Mydaughter,it'stimethat landfromNaomiatsorequireslnilyli.à,iiirii,,ti,.uo
' 
-:nanent home for you, so that you will be abite \,vidow. That way sht can have childreriwhà wi[ carry' ,z is a close relative of ours, and he's been on her husband,s name ana teet tne iana i.in. à*1y.,, '- ! )'ou gather grain with hisyoung women. 6"Then I can,t redeem it,,, tn! ramlÿ ieààemer repried,. rinnowing barley ar the rhreshing floor. "because this might endanger Àr;*.;;à;;. i;u redeemru-take a bath and put on perfume and the land; I cannoido it.,,
::: clothes. Then go to the threshing floor, TNow in those days it was the custom in Israel for anyone' lee you until he has finished eating and transferring a right of purchas. to ,.Ààu. 

-ni5andal 
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hand it to the other parÿ. This publicly validated the trans-
action. sso the other familyredeemer drew offhis sandal as

he said to Boaz,'You buy the ]and."
gThen Boaz said to the elders and to the crowd standing

around, "You are \ryitnesses that today I have bought from
Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion, and Mahlon.
roAnd with the lând I have acquired Ruth, the Moabite
widow of Mahlon, to be my wife. This way she can have a son

to carry on the family name of her dead husband and to in-
herit tÉe family property here in his hometown. You are all

witnesses today."
rrThen the elders and all the people standing in the gate

replied, "We are witnesses! May the LoPo make this woman

who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, from
whom all the nation of Israel descended! May you prosper in
Ephathah andbe famous in Bethlehem. l2Andmaythe LoxD

give you descendants by this young woman whowill be like
those of our ancestor Perez, the son of Tamar and Judah."

The Descendants of Boaz
13So Boaz took Ruth into his home, and she became his wife.

When he siept with her, the Lonn enabled her to become

4:20 As in some Greek manuscripts (see also 4:2 1 ); Hebrew reads sarf,4.

pregnant, and she gave birth to
the town said to Naomi, "Praise

a son. l4Then the
the Lono, who has

üded a redeemer for your family! MaY this child be

in Israel. 15May he restore your and care for
your old age. For he is the son

ioves you and has been better to you than seven sonsl"

women said, "Now at last Naomi has a son

named him Obed. He became the father
grandfather of Daüd.

laThis is the genealogical record of their ancestor

Perez was the father of Hezron.
le Hezron was the father of Ram.

Ramwas the father of Amminadab.
20 Amminadabwas the father of Nahshon.

Nahshon was the father of Salmon.+
21 Salmonwas the father of Boaz.

Boaz was the father of Obed.
2 Obed was the father of lesse.

Jessewas the father of Dâüd.

t SnurrEL
Author Uncertain; some have suggested Samuel and- Written Uncertain, perhaps around 1 000 B.c.Lontent The.choices people make say a lot Jout thei
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a woman who r,ias unable to f.lr". if,rifJr"n."i
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:e son of your
Eiier tc you than seven sons!,
:r and cuddled him to her
-: he \ÿere her own. r zThe

: \;omi has a son

=::ne the father

:i. record of their ancestor

: Hezron.
r: Ram.
.i:!minadab.
r',rer of Nahshon.
:r :i Salmon.*
:i Boaz.
Otred.
'lesse

: -thor Uncertain; some have sugg,es-t9d Samuel anrj the prophets Nathan and Cad' :ten Uncertain, perhaps arouriJ I 000 B.c. - ' '''" H'"p
'rent r he choices peopre make say a lot about their character. The book of r samuer is fu, ofchoices-some qood and,Jr" b;;. iÀ; i;;;i'rü;iri;;, choice in r samuer is made by Hannah,a woman who was unabre to have chirdren. iÀ"'.nàë t".ry out to cod for a chird. cod heardher pravcr and oranleri her.r"lr"it. èr.t"irr-;;'".l;l';, his goodness, Hannah dedicated herchild, samuel, L6 the r_ono from tnl ,_*;;;;;#l:,so sà.muer gr;*;;;;;;ùîe priesrs atthe Tabernacre, and event^uary r," niÀràrr À.ir.à'iÀ" r"uoing prieit. Near the enü of Samue,sti[e, the tsraetites reierred sariueir;;r;;rï;;§ir; 

]::"l .lo asked him ro appoinr a kinsover rhem samue! warned th" liraer;res i;:;;il;;;, 
" 

oppress ihem, buL thev chose tohave one anywav' Thus began rhe "iri"^ "i,rr."ii r,iigr. srrru, anointed a tar, handsomeman named saur to be rsraér's first t<ing at iirsriaui iopeared to make some good decisions.But soon he beoan to make some vl,y,orâ .i,it"r, J,i;-coa orougiii arr""iïïrîig".David, a shephe-rd from Berhtehem,';;;;fi;die sa,r.s pra.Ë i;i ;;Hr;îJ;t altempts
;:.?il:iîli,ilJ[,:à.tnu uno 

"r 'É" 
r"J, s",i ;;;Ài 

'"" aà c]ea,I, ,n.r 6u"iil,l"'rinu to

: nd His Family 
she had been drinking. 14,Must you come here drunk?,, he,! as a man named Elkanah who lived in Ramah in O.*rnà.a-l;ii .o* away your \4/ine!,,'.on of Zuph+ in rhe hill counrrv 

"t_rpniii*. 
ii. --,1;ôi 

,i", ,i.r,, ,n. ..1iri.a;iîïr.n,t been dnnkjng Èineolleroham,sonof EIihu.sonof tàhu,r*'oi orrnyttin['*ong.r. ButIamven.disc,rrràqeo àndI\1ds' hraim zElkanah had two wives, Hannah anà por.i'n!'à'it"ry^lean ro rhe Io*, ,"nr-:"irrnk I am a

.iffitiiliJ[:'*,ïl;filxil*'"',1,^ï;;; ffi\'.Hï';iF".ih;;;i;';pî]î"gàîi.rsi'.atanguish-he Lonn of Heaven's Armies at the Tuir.nià.- ,r;in tnat case,,, Hi sald. ,,go jn peacel .\,laI the God of Isra_:iheLoRDailhattimewprplhetwosonror.tg.uni ir-,.r.lu.rtrorhaveasred:r\.::
'ndPhinehas.aonthedavsErkanahpi;.,ü 

-:;to;'iùuÀiyor,rirr 
sheerclamed Iher,he\enlback, hewouldgiveportionsofihemeattopeninnah anamgintoàitagain,andshewasnolongersad.'erchildren.:And 

though he lored t.tannah,he

-er 
oniy^onerhoice porjion* because ihe Lônn Samuel,s Birth and Dedication'' rru (n1loren 650 Peninil;rh \,ÿuuld taunr reTheenlirefamilygorupeurlyiÀe'nextmorningandwpnt

:rakefunofherbecausetheroRDhaatcprtreï toworsh.iptheLonooncemore.Thentheyretu;nedhome
' hildren.ryearaftervÊaritwasthesamd-pe-toRamah.when.ElkanahsreptwirhHan;ah, 

lheL.RDre.. .j launt Hannah as tÉev wenr to the Tabema. membered her plea,^:oand in due lime she gave birth to aT(. Hannah would be reduced to lears and son Shenameclhimsamuel+forshesairi..,IiskedtheLonn. :n eat. '' 
forhim.,,-: vou cr)'1n9, Hannah?" Erkanah would ask. 2rrhene.\tyearErkanahandhisfamirywentontheiran-

:u eatinÿ why be downhearted just b..u*. nuat trip. To ofier a *..ifi;ti;the i;ülraiui ü'unnun uiarirdren? you have me_isn,r tnai n.tt.iit,an not go she told her nusr,ano, ,wàlt"üiil 
,nJüfri", **n.0.-,s?,, -_- - .-.. 

rhen r wilrtake him to G i;;;ü.;il:#,:ii* th...with the l,oRD permanenfly.*,,
1 -ayer fon a Son ,^-'l^l$^.ji:l r"u think isbesr," Elkanah agreed. .,sray 

here
acririciar mear ar shiroh, H,^i:.111,_,t,1i, lilïi,i;âiii:ilT,l;",iJ,i: ilï ffi;:f,ruXiï,.rhepriestwassiflingathiscustoiraryprac" -"iffi.].'iî.'llirowisweaned,ilannahtookhimtothe
-ance ofthe Tabernacle.* ,'T1ln:h rir in rru.rni.iài',1's,iilot ft,.ybroughralongarhreà_year-ordning bitterty as she praved_ro rhe LoRD. ü;iÊ'i;;'tî,Ë';..iïice and a basker+ oi flour and some
j' rhrs vow: "o Lono of Heaven,s_Armie:. ir *". ;;irii, #nri.ingiù orrr, ïù;y #*gtï tï. uoy ro:.:i iLiiiÏXrlil;*îfl fl1: 

qilv.i,:id ill ;"s",'àïv* ,emember me?,, Hannah aiked ,,r 
am rheireriretimî'and;;;s,,iri.',i.ïllliff Xg:l,l,l&:1"fi..i.J_.,îï*tmgtU:mft'*:' -onn,hishairwilneveibecur.*,,. 

. . gr."î.a rvllir."l 
ir.Noy I am giying him ro the L.RD,' oraving ro rhe LoRD, Eli warched i'.r. i"âT.ïiiüàrlig to.tn. Lono hii who-re rrre.,,And rhey*:: moving bur hearing no sound, he tho"thi ;;;#üit!'il*, t ...... Hebrew reads i, Ram athaim-zoohil
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Hannah's Prayer of Praise

2 Then Hannahprayed:

"My heart reioices in the Lonpl
The Lono has made me sfong.*

No\,ÿ I have an answer for my enemies;
I rejoice because you rescued me.

2 No one is holy like the LoRD!
There is no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God.

3 "Stop acting so proud and hâughty!
Don't speak \,ÿith such arrogance!

For the Lono is a God who knows what you have done;
he will judge your actions.

4 The bow of the mighÿ is now broken,
and those who stumbled are now strong.

s Those who were well fed are now starving,
and those who were stailing are now full.

The childless woman now has seven children,
and the woman with many children wastes away.

o The Lono gives both death and life;
he brings some down to the grave+ but raises

others up.
z The Lonn makes some poor and others rich;

he brings some down and lifts others up.
8 He lifts the poor from the dust

and the needyfrom the garbage dump.
He sets them among princes,

placing them in seats of honor.
For all the earth is the LoRD's,

and he has set the world in order.

e "He will protect his faithful ones,
but the \,ÿickedwill disappear in darkness.

No one will succeed by strength alone.ro Those who fight against the LoRD \.vill be shattered.
He thunders against them from heaven;

the Loro judges throughout the earth.
He gives power to his king;

he increases the strengtl+ of his anointed one."

lrThen Elkanah refumed home to Ramahwithout Samu-
el. And the boy served the LoRD by assisting Eli the priest.

Eli's Wicked Sons
r2Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels who had no respect
for the LoRD 13or for their duties as priests. Whenever any-
one offered a sacrifice, Eli's sons would send over a servant
with â thee-pronged fork. While the meat of the sacrificed
animal was still boiling, 14the servant would stick the fork
into the pot and demand that whatever it brought up be
given to Eli's sons. All the Israelites who came to worship at
Shiloh were treated this way. lssometimes the servant
would come even before the animal's fat had been bumed
on the altar. He would demand raw meat before it had been
boiled so that it could be used for roastng.

16The man offering the sacrifice might reply, "Take as
much as you want, but the fat must be burned first." Then
the servant \,ÿould demand, "No, give it to me now or I'll take
it by force." I 7So the sin ofthese young men was very serious
in the LoRD's sight, for they treated the LoRD's offerings
with contempt.

l8But Samuel, though he was only a boy, served the LoRD.

He wore a linen garment like that of a priest.* 1eËach year

his mother made a small coat for him and brought it to him
when she came with her husband for the sacrifice. 2oBeforÉ

they returned home, Eli would bless Elkanah and his wift
and say, "May the Lono give you other children to take th
place of this one she gave to the LoRn.*" 2rAnd the LoRr
gave Hannah three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile
Samuel grew up in the presence of the LoRD.

22Now Eli was very old, buthe was aware ofwhat his sor
were doing to the people of Israel. He knew, for instanc[
that his sons were seducing the young women who assistd
at the entrance ofthe Tabernacle.* 23Eli saidto them. "I har
been hearing reports from all the people about the
things you are doing. Why do you
stop, my sons! The reports I hear
are not good. 2slf someone sins against another
God* can mediate for the

: ts?" Samuelreplied. ,,What 
is it?,,iHe got up and ran to icked

-Jere.I am. Did you call me?,, ,,This
lidn't call you," EIi replred. .,Co 

back 10 bed.,,So he d id. t;i;'ü- en the LoRD called out again, ,,Samuell,, 
Àf iri

. l.n.samuelgot up and went to Eli.,,Here I am. Did you [ans
:e?"
:idn't call you, my son,,,Eli said. ,,Go 

back to bed.,, fl:ii
, nuel did not yet know the LoRD because he haa never men ;
nessage from the LoRD before. sso the Lonn called a ;S
ne, and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli. feate;
rm. ulo you cafl me?,, diers ,: Eli realized it was the Lon» who was cailing the boy. ànis.:rld to Samuel, "Go and lie down again, unâ'if ro*é- àj_,ir,i
: rgain, say,'Speak, Lont, your servant is listening.,,,

,i ent back to bed.
: t Lom came and called as before,,,Samuettsam- ffi

: -:uelreplied, "speak, your servant is listening.,, :i:Îfl|.'e LoRD said to Samuel, ,.1 am about toîo a ;;i;i;;
,nt-11 tsrael r2t am going lo carry our al; my i1ir.1 f-(r.Llt ano nts tamtly,lrombeginningtoend.,ll messer
- him that iudgment is comirg upoÀ ni, furitl ...à,*
ause his sons are Llasphemrng Cod,, and hé '-";,^

:lrned them. r4so i have vowed that the sins ol . ":ons will never be forgiven by sacril ices or or.l"er- 
I *a,rl I
the bat

Speaks for the LoRD "wh
ayed in bed until morning, then gol up and r7"ls

ioorsof the'iabernacte*asisual HË*ur!t[i] senger
. dl the LoRD had said to him. rogul p11..11*6.r1 your tlr

. r.iel, my son." the Ark
:m," Samuel replied. rswl
JidtheLoRDsaytoyou?Tellmeeve*n,rn.on6 lothe A

:rke you and even kill you if you hiâe anrthine gale. H(
8So Samuei told Eli every4hing: he didnir hol; I.veight.

'J,.k. "Tt is the LoRo s will,,,Eli replied. ,,Let him do reEli'

: inks best." - 
nant anr

-uel grewup,theLonowaswith him,andevÉft. Ark of (

lel said proved to be reliable. 2oAnd all IsraÉ|. andhus
r the north to Beersheba in lh.,or15,1n.* 11.,ri 

,oShe d
:s confirmed as a prophet of the LoRD. zr11s g6*, midwivt
'0appeara{ Shilohand gavemessages tosamuel said."Yc

Tabemacle. 4 rAnd Samuel,s words wenl ou1 1o tention r

: ':ole oflsrael. 21She

tstines capture the Ark lHgtfl
- ri time Israel was at war with the philistines. The cause he
. .te army w"s camped near Ebenezer, and the phi- said, 

,,Th
.tre at Aphek. 2The philistines attacked and de- hasbeer-i army of Israel, killing 4,000 men. 3After the

r ) o\er, the troops retreated to their camp, and the The Arl
. ,.ael asked, "\4try did the Lono allow ui to be d"_ F Afic
rhe Philistin_es?" Then they said,.,Ler,s bring the J ii ;;i Covenantof theLonofromshiloh.Ifweca- it eshdod.
rrith us, it+ will save us from our enemies.,, *on inà ,. . sent men to Shiloh to bring the Ark of the Cov_ j"zens of j

.e LoRDo[ Heaven's Armies, who is enthroned be_ fallen wi.
, cherubim. Hophni and phinehas, the sons of Eli, il;i §;
ihere with the Ark of the Covenant of cod. rWhen .sui ih;

:ielites saw rhe Ark of the Covenant of the LoRD ùài;ii;
olhecamp,theirshoutofioywassoloud itmade time friil- r shake!

,: s going on?" the philistines asked. ,,What,s 
all the :+i.1?:i

i :Dout in theHebrew camp?,, When they were told onà iiio
,,:use the Ark of the Lono had arrived, Tthey pan- its thresl^.

' ::k version; Hebrewaeads his so6 haÿe made theffielNes ccntrr.: : :.. : ), :

wouldnt listen to their father, for the LoRD was
plânning to put them to death.

26Meanvÿhile, the boy Samuel grew taller and $ew
vor with the LoRD and with the people.

A Warning for Eli's Family

and to wear the priestly vest* as he served me. And I
signed the

against the LoRD, who

vou scorn
your
have

guilty party. But
can intercede?"

if someone
But Eli's

2eSo

do you
for you and

always be

and I will

had

sacrificial offerings to you priests.
my sacrifices and offerings? Why

sons more honor than you give me-
become fat from the best offerings of mypeople

3o"Therefore, the LoRD, the God of Israel, says: I
that your branch of the tribe of Leü* would
priests. But I will honor those who honor me,
spise
when
serve as my
before their

those vÿho think lightly of me. 31The time is
I will put an end to your family, so it will no

priests. All the members of your
time. None will reach old age. 32You

with envy as I pour out I

But no members of your
33Those who survive will live in sadness and grief, and
children will die a üolent death.* 34And to prove that
have said will come true, I \ryill cause youl t\,ÿo sons,
and Phinehas, to die on the same day!

rs"Then I will raise up a faithful priest who will

priests so we \^rill have enough to eat."'

The LoRD Speaks to Samuel

3 Meanrvhile, the boy Samuel served the LoRD
ing Eli. Nou in those days messages fromthe LoRD

by

very rare, and üsions were quite uncommon.
20ne night Eli,who was almost blind bynow,

bed. 3The lamp of God hadnotyetgone out, and
sleeping in the Tabernacle* near the Ark of God.
the LoRn called out, "Samuel!"

zilHebtewh6exaltedmAhofr.2i6ij.1ebtewtoSheol- 2'.lOllebtewheexaltsthehom.2:lEHebreNHeworealinenephod.2:2OAsinDead
SeaScrollsandGreekversion;MasoreticTextreadsthisonehereqùestedoftheIDw.2:22qebtewTentolMeeting.somemanuscriptslackthisentE
sentence.-,2-:25Orrhejudges.2t2TAsin?reekandS)riacversions;HebtewreadsDidlrdeatmAsetf. Z2Saqebrewyourfathu- 2:28bHebEo
ephod.23ÙHebtewthatAturhMeanil'lailrfather'shoue.2:33AsinDeadSeascrolls,whichreaddiebUrhevord,'-MasoreticTextreadsdieltu
mortals. 3i1 Hebtew the Tmple of the lnn.

'ilililmmt
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: of a priest.*
: in and brought
::; the sacrifice.

r iaughters.
- ùe LoRD.

,:s atvare of
:-- He knew, for
: ::.g rvomen who
' .Eii said tothem.
:ecpie about

\eeD Slnning?
ànong the
ag3inst another

)art\- But if
.e:cede?" But
-: i:1e LoRD lr-as

:a',\ la1ler

r : :10 ga\:e

.: .:re
- :.::: to
:. stn ed r.<

-::iests
:---:) i{4, :

n ' ' Samuel replied. "lVhat is it?,, 5He gotup and ranto
.:e I am. Did you call me?,,
ri'1 call you," Eli replied.,,Go

icked.. "The gods have+ come into their camp!,, they cried.
"This is a disaster! We have never had to face anything like
this before! EHelp! Who can save us from these mishtv"sods
of Israel? They are the same gods who destroyed t"he'E;]p_
tians with plagues when lsrael was in the wildâmess. rfîitt
as never before, Philistines! lfyou don,l, we will become ihe
Hebrews'-slave_s iusl as they have teen ours! Stand up like
men and lightl"

backto bed." Sohe did.
.ess Elkanah and his ,r the LoRD called out again, "Samuell"
:trer children to r Samuel got up and u/entto Eli. "Here I am. Did you
.ûRn.*" 21And -e?"

. :n't call you, my son," EIi
not yet knovr' the

said. "Go back to bed."
- :el did Lono because he had never

.ssage from the Lono before. aSo the Lono called a.':, and once rnore Samuel got up and lyent to Eli.
am. Didyou

realized
call me?"

Lli itwas the LoRD \,ÿho

_ 
r0So the Phi listines fought desperately, and Israel was de_

f_eated again. The slaughter was great; :b,ooO lsraelite sol_
diers died that day. The suMvors turned and fled to their
tents. r rThe Ark of God was caprured, and Hophni and phin_
ehas, the [,vo sons oi Eli, were killed.

the .rC to Samuel, "Go and lie down
was callingthe boy.
again, and if some-

:gain,say,'Speak, LoRD, your servant is listening.,,,
il went back to bed.
re Lom came andcalledas before, "Samuell Sam-

:: ;

.:ruelreplied, "Speak, your servant is listening.,,
ihe LoRD said to Samuel, ,,I am about toto a

r2A man from the tribe of Benjamin ran from the battlefield
and arrived at Shiloh later that same day. He had tom his
clothes and put dust on his head to sho\.ri his $ief. 13Eli was
waitingbeside the roadto hearthe news ofthàbaftle,forhis
heart trembled for the safety of the Ark of God. When the

21she named the child Ichabod (which means ,,Where 
is

the gloÿ'), for she said, "Israel,s glory is gone.,, She nameà
him this because rhe Àrk of God hid É..nîrpt ..a ,ü ù._
cause her father-in-lawand husband were dead. zzThen she
said, "The gloryhas departed from Israel, for the Ark of God
has been captured."

messenger arrived and told what had happened, an outcry
resounded throughout the town.

The Death of EIi

The Ark in Philistia

Ir4''Vvhat is all the noise aboup,, Eli asked.
The messenger rusLred

!.iis old and biinci. r6He
overlo Eli, l5who was ninety-eight
said to Eii, "l have just come from

the battlefield-t was there this very day."
:,peaks for the LoRD '"What happened, my son?" Eli demanded.

, stayed in bed until morning, then got up and
ot the Tabemacle* as usual. He was afraid

17'Asrael has been defeated by the philistines,,,tlle mes_
- e doors
ràat the Loxo had said to him. r6But Eli called out
, ruel, my son."

l es Capture the Ark
Israel was at vÿar with the philistines. The

_:1m. Hophni and
, . \ith the Ark of the

senger repiied The peoole l-:r: been slaughiered, and
your two sons, Hophni and phrrehas u.ere alsô killed. And
the Ark of 6od has been capru:e:

. .itüt:" lh_e lnq1enger menrroned whar hrC happened
to the Ark of God, Eli fell backu,ard from his se:t beiiàe the
gate. He broke his neck and died. for he u,as old and over-
weight. He had been Israel's judge for fort\.\,ears

r"Eli s daughter-in.larl. üe ,,, ie of phr:e:a sa\ preg_
nant and near her time of delven . \-then she heard thât th"e
Ark of Cod had been captured anC that her f rrf.r_in-tarn
and husband were dead, she went irto labor a:-. gà\ e oirth.
20She died in chitdbirth, but befôre she passed"away the
midwives tried to encourage her. ,,Don,t'be 

afraid.,,Ihev
said. "You have a baby boy!" But sh€ did not answer or pay atl
tention to them.

:,e

Phinehas, the sons of Eli,
Covenant of God. 5when

.s saw the Ark of the Covenant of the Lono
:. camp, their shout ofjoywas so loud itmade
,.el

, .rg on?" the philistines asked.,,What,s all the
-. rn the Hebrew camp?" When theywere told
. :he Ark of the Lono had arived, zthey pan-

B isioryHebrewredshisffih&ema.dtth%erÿ6mtefrptîbre. }tls:Hebrvùehræof frreræ. kl ù:æ- tTortdts

nen to Shiloh to bring the Ark of the Cov-
i.-- of Heaven's Armies,who is enthroned be-

lî After the?hilistines captured the Æk of God, theytookvl it from the battleground al Ebenezer to the toiÿn ot
Ashdod. zThey carriedthe Ark ofGodinto the temple ofDa_
gon andplaced itbeside anidol ofDagon.3Butwhôn the cit_
izens of Ashdod went to see it the nert moming, Dagon had
fallen with his face to the $ound in front of tÈà ,qr"k of tÀà
LoRD! So they took Dagon and put him in his place asain.
4But the next moming the same thing happeÀed-Dieon
had fallen face down before the Ark of the Lôno again. ihis
time his head and hands had broken off and werË ÿing in
the doorway. Only the trunk of his bodv was left'intict.
5That is why to this day neither the priests ôf Dagon nor an,..
one who enters the temple of Dagon in Ashdodlr ilr sre: ir.
its threshold.

:::t," Samuel replied.
rid the LoRD say to you? Tell me every.thing. And
: rke you and even kill you if you hiâe anyttring

\o Samuel told Eli everÿ1hing; he didnt holà. "it is t.he LoRD's will,,'Eli replied. ,,Let him do-.s best."
i:l grew up, the LoRD was M/ith him, and eveiy-

,l said proved to be reliable. zoAnd all Israél,
.re north to Beersheba in the south, knew that
:nfirmed as a prophet of the LoRD. 21The Lono
:opear at Shiloh and gave messages to Samuel
rbernacle. 4:lAnd Samuel,s words went out to

, -rf lsrael.'-'il{t;
r:-- 1d[

:::!:,-: " . ffifilt

',-. ,..- :l-l llltit
--:.:- i:--;- { tflïq

I- 1;,;-_-: uitil
a .a -1 ::' -:illmqI,

:::

.::,a: -: -,r 'lj ü
i.:,'-:-' .:Lltllml

did the

ill
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sThen the Lono's heary hand struck the people of Ash-
dod and the nearby villages with a plague of tumors.*
/vvhen the people realized what was happening, they cried
out,'We can't keep the Ark of the God of Israel here any lon-
gerl He is against us! We will all be destroyed along with
Dagon, our god." 8So they called together the rulers of the
Philistine towns and asked, "What should we do with the
Ark of the God of Israel?"

The rulers discussed it and replied, "Move it to the town
of Gath." So theymovedthe Ark ofthe God of Israel to Gath.
eBut when the Ark arrived at Gath, the Lono's heavy hand
fell on its men, young and old; he struck them with a plague
of tumors, and there was a great panic.

10So they sent the Ark of God to the town of Ekron, but
when the people of Ekron sa\ÿ it coming they üied out,
"They are bringing the Ark of the God of Israel here to kill
us, too!" 1 lThe people summoned the Philistine rulers again
and begged them, "Please send the Ark of the God of Israel
back to its own country, or it* will kill us a11." For the deadly
plague from God had already begun, and $eat fear was
sweeping across the town. l2Those who didn't die were af-
flicted with tumors; and the cry from the town rose to
heaven.

The Philistines Return the Ark
z'The Ark of the Lonp remained in Philistine territory
O seven months in all. ,Then the Phitistines called in rheii
priests and diüners and asked them, "What should we do
about the Ark of the Lono? Tell us how to retum it to its own
country."

3"Send the Ark of the God of Israel back with a gift," they
were told. "Send a guilt offering so the plague will stop.
Then, if you are healed, you will know it was his hand that
caused the plague."

4"What sort of guilt offering should we send?" they
asked.

And they were told, "Since the plague has struck both you
and your five rulers, make five gold tumors and five gold
rats,iust like those that have ravagedyour land. sMake these
things to show honor to the God of Israel. Perhaps then he
will stop afflicting you, your gods, and your land. 6Don't be
stubbom and rebellious as Pharaoh and the Eglptians were.
By the time God was finished with them, they were eager to
let Israel go.

z"Now build a new cart, and find two cows that have iust
given birth to calves. Make sure the cows have never been
yoked to a cart. Hitch the cows to the cart, but shut their
calves awayfromthem in a pen. 8Put the Æk of the Lono on
the cart, and beside it place a chest containing the gold rats
and gold tumors you are sending as a g:ilt offering. Then let
the cows go wherever they wânt. elf they cross the border of
our land and go to Beth-shemesh, we will know it was the
LoRD who brought this $eat disaster upon us. If they don't,
we will know it was not his hand that caused the plague. It
came simply by chance."

loSo these instructions were carried out. Two cows were
hitched to the cart, and their newborn calves were shut up in
a pen. t tThen the Ark of the Lono and the chest containing
the gold rats and gold tumors were placed on the cart. 1 2And

sure enough, without veering off in other directions, the
cows went straight along the road toward Beth-shemesh,
lowing as they went. The Philisüne rulers followed them as

far as the border of Beth-shemesh.

Ashtoreth and worshiped only the Lono.
sThen Samuel told them, "Gather all of Isrâel to

and I will pray to the LoRD for you." 650 they

-i, warns against a Kingdom lffsî]ruet passed on the LoRD,s warning to the peopte who ,l1ri

'ls-liT 
r"t g krls. r,-rhis i, r.,o"* , [ni ,iliià,* ,", oi". \amuel said.,,The ki ng \4/ill draf t yorr rônr rnd u.r_ tr.,iîi.r ro his chariors and his charioteJrr,.;ï;ü#; il:i,'e his chariots. r2some \^iill be gen.rut, ura .ffir. f ooîîa,

^lyt_ 
ro*. witr be forced to plow in his fields';;; ;;').'

L,r Lr ups, ano some wt ll make his weapons and char- , 
1ryV)' -nent. r rThe king u/ill lake your daughr.ri ir"r'y,i, trf A rlJi'." tnem.to cook and bake and ..rî ærrrr.i,r"i 

.",îi,i..
'+vrl I lake away the best of your f ields âna ünàpi6"5 rrL.i")groves and give lhem ro his own officiarr. ,;uâ *iï ""]!:; 

"r r r or your grarn and vour srane harvest anO aisrrin_ worsfril'. rng his officen and anenàants_.,uH. *ff ,r[. yor. ÂîrîiilJ I emale slaves and demand the f i nesl of y"rr.;fi1;; ;;r; ;i,,evs for his own use. rzHe will demand rl.;,; ; ilïil:ks, and you wilt be his staves rswhen rli;ï d; i;,;ii;:ru wiJl beg for relief from this k
.n tl,,. LË*, *iii ,ïil,.io'r;;l,ts v"' 

're 
demand rael's ho

ne peopte relused to listen to Samuel,s warnine. the s;;j
)ï:lill_y1",,, king,,, rhey said. 2o,,we rrri i;';i i;;i;ili'auonsaroundus.ourkingwilludgeur."aià;;;; 

ihi;ü;

-lïüiiîf;;3J,..,1.H1g';3,;i3tr;'J^#xil"','.',il
.eFk_ild Swiac vrrsions: Hebrew readsShfl. g:12Hebre\ cohmqndts or tn: ÿ ou 4 8 mq. 9 :8 Hebrcw'. shekpl ot s,tr", uborr O. t ouncf , oil î*ir',i".:;.;

the valley, and when they saw the Ark, theywere oveÛoyed
raThe cart came into thé fietd of a man nâmed Ioshuaind :i to a place below Beth-car, slaughtering them all Sa
stopped beside a large rock. So the people broke up tfu : ihe\ryay 4
woôà of the cart for aïire and killed thà cows and sacrificed :::f|h.!, took a.lar8e stone and ptaced ir benveen 9
lhem to the LoRD as a burnt offering. rsseveral men of tl* 'lls ol Mlzpah and leshanah.* He named it ebenezer ir
tribe of Leü lifred rhe Ark of the Loim and the chesr coû 

"T:i:r_'If ,:lg*.of help,,), ro, ne ,aiO,;ùïto rù; ;i;
taining the gold rats and gold tumors frpm the cart and Ie LOR.D nas helped usl"
placedthemonrhelargerock.Manysacrificesandbum ^'r'"pniLiiti"iiià,.*bduedanddidn'tinuadetsra- 

htl

ôfferingswereofferedtotheLoRDthatdaybythepeopled .'^i::::T-."iiT. And throughout Samuet's 1ifetiÀà, ,,Ta

Beth-shimesh. r6The five Philistine rulers watched all thi .::i^p,,?y:llyl h..d was raised againsrrhe philisrines. S;;
and then returned to Ekron that same day. --::a:ll:e-vr[ages 

near Ekron and Cath that the philis- cor]
!7The five gold rumors sent by the philisrines as a guilt of- ::.::lTl:o-yï: re:lgLed ro Israel, along wirh tn. ànà

fering to thelono were gifts from the rulers of Àshdo4 tne rerrttory that the Philistines haa taten.îna tnàià àoi
Gaza,Ashkelon,Gath,andEkron.rBThefivegoldratsreprÈ ,;lcefetweenisraelandtheAmoritesintfroseJavs..'-"ll
senred the fivePhilisrinerownsand theirsürroundingv$ '11uel continued as.lsrael's luage ro.ii,.i.iiàiii, i,i.]
lages, which were controlled by the five rulers. The largE _',t:J^tjll:Trr..ledaround,settingupniscounfirsi won
rock at Belh-shemesh, where they set the Ark of the LoRr . .; l:'-t^'l,al.utl89l, 

and then at Mizpah. He iudged lhe 6l
stillstandsinthefieldofloshuaasawitnesstowhathap t:ili:l:t-:Th"fthese_places.,rThenhéw;utdr;- The;
pened rhere 

, i:H#i;J,ili1ï*iirïiii,j}ïlcases rhere, in À;

The Ark Moved to Kiriath-learim
reBut the LoRD killed seventy men* fuom Beth-shemesh b - Requests a King t"y 

l

cause rhey looked into the ,qrk or'thli:l3:ilàiiüËF : )',Tutlq.t*.oià,i. rppoint.a his sons ro be iuds., "u,l;;
mourned greatly because of what the Lonn had'dorr - :-'.t^iitlJ99l and Abiiah, his oldest sons, held court E/l
zo,,WhoisaibletoirandinthepresenceoftheLono,thish6o ,il?1-lorttheyüerenorliketheirfather,foritrev wo"
God?" they cried out. "Wheie can we send the Ark frcr - eoylormoney The) accepted oriuesanapervert; ;;;;
here?"

2rSo they sent messengers ro the people ar Kiriath-jeari :^)ll]j,,|: :ld.l of tsraet met ar Ramah to aiscuss ttlTe
andtoldthôm,"rhephiliitineshavereturnedtheArliof & t. ::Y:T:llt] 5"Look,"theytoldhim,"youarenàw -- 

iol,

Lono. come here and set it!" f ;iï#Ïj[:ff|:ke.vou. Give us a king to judge us rhe to

7 so rhe men or Kiriarh-jearim came ro ser rhe Ark of th ':l*::ti;;I:jl*i,h ,l',.il" requesr and ,.n, ,o ,ori.,Ï
/ Lono.TheytookittothehillsidehomeofAbinadabd :l::8.iÏft /'Doevery4hingtheysaytoyou,''rhe 

hisser
ordained Eleaiar, his son, to be in charge o[ it. 2The Ark D ?]':i "'?] 

It rs.me lhey are reiecting, n'ot yôu. î},., -,;:l
mainedinKiriath-jearimforalongtifre-twentyyearsr ','J,t^::-'^"*b-ttheirkinganylonger.aEversincei ro*,
all. Duringthal timeall lsrael mouËred because itieerd inemtromEg)plthevhavecontinuattyruanaorea 

iice'ui
the LoRD had abandoned them. . lollowed other gods. And now they are gt\,tng you fore h.

Samuer Leads rsraer to victory :'[if$:i:;ii i: li:l;'*.?ï1.ï':;;ü i:"* ;i;r';

Mizpah and, in a $eat ceremony, drew
and poured it out before the LoRD. They
food all day and confessed that they had l

water from a

also went
sinned

LoRD. ûtvÿas at Mizpah that Samuel became I$ael's

^{hen 
the Philistine rulers heard that Israel

ittothe LoRD as

begged Samuel.

l3ThepeopleofBeth-shemeshwereharvestingwheatin defeated them. rrThe men of Israel chased them Iq.
5:6GreekversionandLatinVulgatereadlrmo/s;andratsqppearedintheirland,anddeathonddestructionuerethtou9houtthecitA.5i11Oihe. li
6:l 9 As in a few Hebrew manuscripts; most Hebrew manuscripts read 70 frei, 50,0O0 mm. Perhaps the text should be understood to read the Iom È,Is
70 men and 50oxen.

rThen Samuel said to all the people of Israel, "Ifyou arerd
ly serious about wanting to return to the Lono, get rid{
your foreign gods andyour images of Ashtoreth. Deternl
to obey only the LoRD; then he will rescue you from the PS

listines." 4So I he Israeliles got rid of their images of Baal J

ered at Mizpah, they mobilized their army and advancd
The lsraelites were badly frightened when they learned fl
the Philistines nere approaching. 8'Don't slop ple4
with the LoRD our God to save us from the Philistines!"frl



-ï ,on[

- :her saw the Ark, they were
:: rre field of a man named
::{e rock.
- : irre and
. a a,urnt offering. lsSeveral men
::: Ark of the LoRD and the
i:s and gold tumors from the
: iaige rock. Many sacrifices
::i io the LoRD that day
:. ir\e Philistine rulers
: a.ron that same day.

-: ,:j sent by the Philistines

".:e grfts from the rulers
-i and Ekron. lsThe five
rsar.re towns and their
:J:nrolled by the five rulers.
:!: ,\here they set the Ark of
:-: :i Ioshua as a witness to

:o Kiriath-learim

:trause of what the LoRD
r: i:n the presence ofthe
E[ nvhere can we send the

dætit!"

§riath-iearim came to get
kitto the hillside home of
i5 son, to be in charge of it.

=: rin for a long
: aLl Israel moumed because
ioned them.

ael to Victory
: ;.1 the people of Israel,
ining to retum to the LoRD,

- -:1 then took a large stone
|eshanah.*

and placed it between
-t Mizpah and He named it Ebenezer

page167...1 SAMUEL 9

O There was a wealthy, influential man named Kish from
./ the tribe of Ben.jamin. He was the son o[ Abiel, son of
Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, of the tribe of Benia-
min. 2His son Saul was the most handsome man in Israel-
head and shoulders taller than anvone else in the land.

rone day Kish's donkeys strayôd away, and he told Saul.
"Take a servant with you, and go look for the donkeys.,, +So

Saul took one of the servants and traveled through the hill
country of Ephraim, the land of Shalishah, the Shaalim area,
and the entire land of Benjamin, but they couldn't find the
donkeys anywhere.

5Finally, they entered the region of Zuph, and Sa JI s:t. iJ
his servant, "Let's

a place below Beth-car, slaughtering them all Saul Meets Samuel
l\"

sBut the servant said, "IÎe just thought c. ::-....:i
here in this to','r :: : :: aThere is a man of God who lives

in high honor by alt the people because e,. -.':
comes true. Let's go find him. Perhap. i; - " . . -
\,ÿay to go."

7"But we don't have anlthing rc
"Even ourfood is gone,and we d. - - _j.j'_-. 

: 
-_-

E"Well," the servant said,
We can at least offer it to
pensl" e(Inthose daysif peoplerrznteda
they\ryould say,"kfsgoarlddthesEer.
to be called seers.)ail the elders of Israel met at Ramah to discuss

' À-tth Samuel. s"Look,,,theytold him, "you arenow

, lther nations have.

you. Give us a king to iudge us-r sons are not like
lrASti.?..,.:-: -:-::-:- ': -: - -- -a:

-:ns "the stone of help"), for he said,,,Up to this
)RD has helped usl"

their father, for they
bribes and pewerted

:,s around us. Our kingwilljudge us and leadus

r go home. By no\4, my father Btl :. - :::
than about the donkeys!"worried about us

yourway.
lostthree

I
:.i:;;-.-: n.- -:i -. lfL.:J.. .li: -:: - :: -.
Ii.eUPdili.F., i.',ru-Sîlp. ;Ij-:.-.:---.- - ..
forehegoesup theretceat. Theg.;r!--. ût- -::. - ,'-i
until he amr es to b.es5 ùe f ood.

, r4so they entered the town, and as üreÿrcd d'rulgh
the gates, S_amuel was coming out türad ta o gp rry'io
the place ofworship.

:.i rour
;: then

images
hewill

lsNow the Lonn had told Samue. ::.
l6"About this time tomonow I will senc ., : _rescue

relires got rid of their images
:.:ped only the Lom.
.i them, "Gather all of Israel
..È LoRD for you." 650 they
:è3t Ceremony, drew water
tl:re the Lonn. They also

!::e rulers heard that Israel

Semuel took a
-.:r1: burnt offering.
ar.d the Loxo

"r:s sacrificing the burnt
: : -::ck israel. But the LoRD

]e men of Israel chased

- ) {. throu$hout the citq. 5i1 1

:,- j': -rl'ce undeastood to

landof Benjamin.Anointhimtobethe,t::.: _: - :.:: :
Israel. He will rescue them from the p:: ,:.-- - - .t | :.
looked down on my people in mercy and lare head their
cry."

rzWhen Samuel saw Saul, the LoRD satü - :.:' : : : :,: l
told you about! He will rule my people.

r8Just then Saul approached Samue. :: ::
asked, "Can you please tell me where thÊ sÊÉ: :

1e"I am the seer!" Samuel replied 'G. -:::'-a : i-a,'l
worship ahead of me. We \.vill eat there
moming I'll tell you what you want to ki:u,:-:,.-: , --

2oAnd don'tworryabout thos€ ::..r.. . :
daysago,fortheyhavebeen :. -: _ r. _

totellyou thatyou andyourfamih :ie ::: t,__:,- ;.. Is-
rael's hopes."

:rSaul replied, "But I'm only from ::.. ::j. :: Biilamin,
the smallest tribe in Israel, and m\ i.:: . . ! ::.. ,east impor-
tant of all the families of that trib€.,,,,1., : :Ê, : - taiking iike
this to me?"

-,:i repeated to rhe L.RD what the.peopre n,o ,J;[:Xj1i.ï':i?il:it:î:i1i.'à;:]il';ï,'#i,1?i: -:Lonoreplied,"Doastheysay,andgivethema 
abovèthethirtyspecialgxests 2rsamueltheninstnictedthe

:lmuel a$eed and sent the people home. cook to bring §aül the finest cut ol meat, the piece that had
:i.Slriacversions;Hebrewreadsshtr. 8i12Heûeÿÿcommanddsoftho&andsandcmûdaôùtoflifùes.8:l6Asincreekversion;
. .' aa 9:8 Hebrpw,a shpkel ol silÿct, about O. I oun.es or J grams in weight.
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been set aside for the guest ofhonor. zaSo the cook brought
in the meat and placed it before Saul. "Go ahead and eat it,"
Samuel said. "I was saüng it for you even before I inüted
these others!" So Saul ate with Samuel that day.

xWhen they came down from the place of worship and
returned to town, Samuel took Saul up to the roof of the
house and prepared a bed for him there.* 26At daybreak the
next moming Samuel called to Saul, "Get up! It's time you
were onyowway." So Saulgotready,andhe and Samuel left
the house together. 2ryVhen they reached the edge of town,
Samuel told Saul to send his servant on ahead. After the ser-
vant was gone, Samuel said, "Stayhere, for I have received a

special message for you from God."

Samuel Anoints Saul as King

7f1 Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it
f V over Saul's head. He kissed Saul and said, "l am doing

this because the LoRD has appointed you to be the ruler over
Israel, his special possession.* 2when you leave me today,
you will see two men beside Rachel's tomb at Zelzah, on the
border of Benjamin. They will tell you that the donkeys have
been found and that yoür father has stopped worrying
about them and is now worried about you. He is asking,
'Have you seen my son?'

3"When you get to the oak of Tabor, you will see three
men coming toward you who are on their way to worship
God at Bethel. One will be bringing three young goats, an-
other will have three loaves of bread, and the third will be
carrying awineskin full ofwine. rTheywillgreetyou and of-
fer you two of the loaves, which you are to accept.

s"When you arrive at Gibeah of God,* where the garri-
son of the Philisünes is located, you will meet a band of
prophets coming down from the place of worship. They
will be plaÿng a harp, a tambourine, a flute, and a ÿe, and
they will be prophesÿng. 6At that time the Spirit of the
Lono will come powerfully upon you, and you will proph-
esywith them. You will be changed into a different person.
TAfter these signs take place, do what must be done, for
God is lvithyou. sThen go down to Gilgal ahead ofme. I will
ioin you there to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace offer-
ings. You must wait for seven days until I arrive and give
you further instructions. "

Saul replied. But Saul didn't teil his uncle what Samuel said

about the kingdom.

Saul ls Acclaimed King
rTlater Samuel calleci all the people of Israel to meet befon
the LoRD at Mizpah. 18And he said, "This is u,hat the LoRD

the God of Israel, has declared: I broughtyot from Eglpt ani
rescued you from the Egyptians and from all of the natiom
that were oppressing you. reBut though I have rescued yc
from your misery and distress, you have rejected your fu
todâyandhave said,'No, we want a kinginstead!'Now, there
fore, present yourselves before the Lonn by tribes and clans'

2oSo Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel before th
LoRD, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen by lot. 2rTh6

he brôught each family of the tribe of Beniamin before tir
Lono, and the family of the Matrites was chosen. And finaL
Saul son of Kish was chosen from among them. But lÿhsl
they looked for him, he had disappeared! 22So they aske(
the Lom, "Where is he?"

And the LoRD replied, "He is hiding among the baggage'
23So they found him and brought him out, and he stoc.
head and shoulders above anyone else.

24Then Samuel said to all the people, "This is the man tL
LoRD has chosen as your king. No one in all Israel is lih
him!"

And all the people shouted, "Long live the king!"
2sThen Samuel told the people what the rights and dutk

ofa kingwere. He wrote them down on a scroll and placedü
before the LoRD. Then Samuel senl the people home agal

26I rhen Saul returned to his home at Gibeah, a groupd
men whose hearts God had touched went with him. 27üûï

there were some scoundrels who complained, "How cân ti
man save us?" And they scorned him and refused to bri
him gifts. But Saul ignored them.

[Nahash, king of the Ammonites, had been grievouslyç
pressing the people of Gad and Reuben who lived east ofü
Jordan River. He gouged out the right eye ofeach ofthe I*
elites living there, and he didn't allow anyone to come d
rescue them. In fact, of all the Israelites east of the Jordr,
there wasn't a single one whose right eye Nahash had ill
gouged out. But there were 7,000 men who had escælr
from the Ammonites, and they had seuled in Iabe*

. mth this message: ,,This 
is what \.ÿill hapoen to rhe reio

0I anyone who refuses to follow Saul ana sâmuet into ,àii
.',ALd t-h9 LoRD made the people rfruid oli;;tb;;: ;;;:r0 a.il.ot them came out together as one. swhen Saul ;-
iTeolnematBezek,hefoundthattherewere 300.000 v^i.

.'om lsraeland 30,000*menfrom tuaan.- 
----'""" 

ffi
Saul sent the messengers back to Iabesir_gileaA to sav, inà't.\lrr rescue vou by noontime lomorrowl,; There wjs com
0\ lhroughout the town when that message arrived! ;;h,
re men of Jabesh then told their enemiesj,fomo.row 

-" i,
rome o-ut to you, and you can do to us whafever yàu abou,bul Delore dawn the next morning, Saul arrived, hav- the vided his army inro rhree derachm.is. n. iàrÀ.nlà', ii,ri

e.anack againsl the Ammonites anO SaugtrtereO tnem vàu'i,te moming. The remnanr of th.ir un iraiso ùi;l; ,";;,
'dthatnotwoofthemwerelefttogethér. "--'' 

O..u
..,en the people exclaimed to SamuàI, ,,lVo* 

wne.. a,e iàni:ren who said,,Why should Saul ruie or.. urZ;niüg ;,".ï- ere, and we will kill theml,,
-t Saul replied,,,No one wiil be executed today, for to_ 

to 
:J,

- Lono has rescued Israel!,,
: Ên Samuel said to the people,,,Come, f.t,, un so to tthTÎ,]

renew rhe kingdom.,, rsso rhey all wenr to GiS;t hilj: solemn ceremony before the Lono th.y.ut;i"r;i ;;ii,n.L ll.I offered peace offerings to tfré I_oro,inà wif:f nraltthelsraeliteswerefilledwii-hjoy. -'-- n,;*
-tl's Farewell Address veryo

' ? . hen Samùel aAJresiïaU Israel: ,,I have done as yo, .;i;
- ked and given you a king. zy6u. ti"e ii;"* uâui ;hrijirano nere betore you_an old, gray-haired mân_ faithfr

.onsserve you. I have served as your ieader from tne hàs ài.r) a boy_tothisveryday. rNowiestifyapainstme in kin;
Lnce ot the LoRD and before his anôinted one.. 'r or donkey have I stolen? Have I ever cheatedlny Contirdve I ever oppressed you?Have I ever taken a bribÉ ïî
! rted iustice? Tell me and I will make right what_ l sr!e done}!rong.,,
they replied,:,you have never cheated o, orr..rr.a 

",,ï17J havenevertakenevenasingle brib.,, " --"'- 
.ffi:i;, t_onn and his anointed one are my witnerr., to_ n.inài.

tel declared,,,lhat my hands are clôan.,, Giù;;ii. rs arMtness," they replied. rsoc
. s the 

-LoRD 
who appointed Moses and,qaron,,,Sam_ rison o,

l.ued. "Hebroughtyour ancestors out of the ianA of the ini. rvstandherequietlybeforethe t_o"orst rerinà iana,saIne gïeal thtngs lhe LoRD has done for you and el heart
'tors.

:n the Israelires \ryere+ in Egypr and cri.o out,o ,r,. ijiàtâi,T-. sent Moses and Aaron to rescue them from Egyf,t summo
rg them into th is Iand. eBuuhe peopte soon fo?â[i ,ih;
LoRD rheir God, so he handed tÀem over to Siseï, iots, à,irander of Hazor,s army, and also to the philistir;; à1;;;;
' ktng ol Moab, who fought against them. Beth_av
1 they cried to the LoRD again and confessed,,We were in'ec DyrurntngawayfromtheLoRDandworshiping they fri
s ol Baal and Ashtoreth. But we will worship'voü terns. z:
atone if you wlll rescue us from our .n.,ii"i: lnto ti,"

ie LoRD sent Gideon,* Bedan,* fephthah, and SaÀ_.r,eyou,andyoulivedinsafety. 
Saul,s I

Ivhen you were afraid of Nahash, the ting of em- Ueinwi
r came to me and said that you wanted àting to Utingr"i

_ 
s.rolls and Creek r ersi on rc àd 7 0. O 0 O. 1 2ig Hebrew lÿhm I a, ob u ùs l -

. enr. rerernng comenme\ to tle tndiüdudl patriarch and somqimes Lo l. i I
I 2r I I bcreek and sy.idt versions read Barai rziri i-C,âi """, i\rng rn lne Hebrew.'l 3:lb HebreE /ptgnpd. a4d lu,a_ î e. --,, ilions; Ilebrew reads j0. OOO

samuel's signs Are Fulfilled 
gilead )*

eAs Saul turned and started to leave, God gave him a new Saul Defeats the Ammonites
heart,andallSamuel'ssignswerefulfilledthatday.ioWhen ,, Aboutamonthlater,*KingNahashofAmmonledil
Saul and his servant arrived at Gibeah, they saw_a $oup of f f army against the Israelite-town of Jabesh-gilead_ ü
prophets coming to$/ard them. Then the Spirit of God came all the citizens of Jabesh asked for peace. ,,MaÈe 

a tr*
powerfully upon Saul, and he, too, began to prophesy. withus,andwewillbeyourservants,,;theypleaded.rlwhen those who knew Saul heard about it, they ex- 2,,Allright,,,Nahashsaid,,,butonlyononecondiüon.lü
c]aimed,"What?IsevenSaulaprophet?Howdidthesonof gougeout-therighteyeofeveryoneôfyouasadisgracetot
Kishbecome a prophet?" israèl!,,

12And one of those standing there said, "Can anyone be- 3,,Give us seven days to send messengers throughout!51
com€ a prophet,no matter who his father is?"* So that is the el!,,replied the elders of ]abesh. 

,,If no ône comes to sa\tü
origin of the saying "Is even Saul a prophet?" we wiil agree to your terms.,'

r:When Saul had finished prophesying, he went up to ewhen the messengers came to cibeah of Saul and !ù
the place ofworshiP. t+"t Un... nur. rou been?" Saul's uncle the people about th.eir plight, everyone broke into tears. ssdl
asked him and his servant. hadbeen plowing a fietdùth his oxen, andwhen he retuull

"we were looking for the donkeys," saul replied, "but we to town, he asked, "what's the matter? why is everyone JT
couldn't find them. So we went to Samuel to ask him where ir,g?" So they told him about the message from Jabesh.
they were." 6Then the Spirit of God came poweifully upon SauL n

rs"Oh? And !ÿhat did he sa)r" his uncle asked. he became very angry. 7He took two oxen and aut them m
16"He told us that the donkeys had already been found," pieces and sent the messengers to cârry them througiriMr

9:25ÀsinG.eekversion;Hebrewreâdsdndralkedüithhimthere. l0ilGreekversionreadsoÿetIsrael.AnduauùillruleouertheLotu\peopleatuis
themlromtheirmemiesaroufltlthm.Th6uillbethesigfrtolJouthattheLomh6appoiiltcdAoutobeleadq;vthisspecialpo\session. iO:iSHebra
eibeathelohim. lotl2Hebrewsaid,"lÿhoistheirfathet?" 10:2TThisparagraph,whichisnotincludedintheMasoreticText,isfoundinDeadSeô!n
4Qsama. 1 I : 1 As in Greek version; Ilebrew la cks Ab out a moith 1 at er.

11lil
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: :€il his uncle what Samuel

. pecple of Israei to meet
: a said, "This is what the

'?t I broughtyou from
:::ls and from all of the

'3rl though I have
::.s \'ou have rejected your
: ,llrt a king instead!'Now,
:::: ihe Lono bytribes
.- ::.e tribes of Israel

and
befole

'air.in rvas chosen by
-rÊ tribe of Beniamin

Iot.

\lar1tes was chosen. And

poget69...1 SAMUEL 13

.n this message: "This is what will happen to the reign over you, even though the LoRD your God was alread\
' 
ryone who refuses to follow Saul and Samuel into your king. r 3AIl right, here is the king you have chosen. you
:d the LoRD made the people afraid of Saul's an- asked for him, and the Lono has graited your request.
:.l.of them came out together as one. sWhen Saul 14,,Now if you fear and worship the Lopo and listen to his
IthematBezek,hefoundthattherewere300,000 voice,andifÿoudonotrebelagainsttheLoRD,scommands,

I'rael and 30,000* men from )udah. . then both you and your king üill show Lhat you recognize
-isentthemessengersbacktolabesh-gileadtosay, theLoRDasyourGod.rsButlfyourebelagainsttheLàno's
:escue you by noontime tomorrow!" There was commandsandrefusetolistentohim,thenhishand\.villbe
rroughout the town when that message anived! as hea,vy upon you as it was upon your ancestors.

-.en of ]abesh then told their enemies, "Tomorrow 16"Now stand here and see the great thing the LoRD is
:eouttoyou,andyoucandotouswhateveryou abouttodo.lryouknowthatitdoeinotrainatthistimeof
-.. before dawn the next moming, Saul arrived, hav- the year during the wheat harvest. I will ask the Lono to send
-r his army into three detachments. He launched a thunder and ràin today. Then you will realize how wicked
ack against the Ammonites and slaughtered them you have been in asking the LoRD for a king!"
roming. The remnant of their army was so badly rESo Samuel called 6 the LoRn, and thJlono sent thun_-at no two ofthem were left together. derandrainthatday. And allthe people were terrified ofthe
r,epeopleexclaimedtoSamuel,"Nowwhereare Lon»andofSamuel.rp"PraytotÀeLoRDyourGodforus,or
*'ho said, 'why should saul rule over us?' Bring \,ÿe will die!" they all said to §amuel. "For nowwe have added
:nd we \^/ill kill them!" to our sins by asking for a king.,,
-rl replied, "No one \,ÿill be executed today, for to- 2o"Don't be afraid," samuel reassured them. "you have
..r has rescued Israel!" certainly done wrong, but make sure now that you worship
),rmuelsaidtothepeople,"Come, letusallgoto theLoRD$lthall Ïourheart,anddon,ttumyourbackon
,rewthekingdom."lssotheyallwenttoGilgal, him.,rDon'tgobacktow-orshipingworthlessidolsthatcan-
.mn ceremony before the LoRD they made Saul not help or rescue ,vou-they are totally uselessl 22The LoRD
ihey offered peace offerings to the LoRD, and will not abandon his people, because that would dishonor
ihe Israelites were filled with joy. his great name. For it has pleased the Lom to make you his

;arewett Address "t?.,?fr::"J::, *u certainry not sin asainst the L.RD by
- Samuel addressed all Israel: "I have done as you ending my prayers for you. And I will conlinue to teach you
: and given you a king. zYour king is now your what is good and right. ,4But be sure to fear the Lono ànd

:rdherebeforeyou-anold,gray-hairedman- faithfullyservehim.Thinkofallthewonderfulthingshe
serve you. I have served as your leader from the has done for you. zsBut if you continrie to sin, you and your
)oy to this very day. 3Now testify against me in king will be swept away."
: of the LoRD and before his anointed one.
donkey have I stolen? Have I ever cheated any Continued War with philistia
i ever oppressed you? Have I ever taken a bribe 

11 2 saul was thirÿ* years old when he became king, and
r justice? Tell me and I will make right what- f J he reigned foi forty-tr,vo years.*

- lne \!rong." 2saul seleated 3,000 special troops from the army of Is-, replied, "you have never cheated or oppressed rael and sent the rest of ttre men home. He took 2,00d of the
:\'e never taken even a single bribe." chosen men with him to Micmash and the hill country of
: and his anointed one are my witnesses to- Bethel. The other 1,000 went with Saul's son ionathan to
,reclared, "that my hands are clean." Gibeah in the tand of Benlamin.
: urtness," they replied. rsoon after this, Jonathan attacked and defeated the gar-
,ioRDwhoappointedMosesandAaron,"Sam- risonofPhilistrnesatGeba.TheneHsspreadquicklyamông
- ''Hebroughtyourancestorsoutofthelandof thePhilistines.SoSaui biewtheram'shomthroughoutthè

:nd here quietly before the LoRD as I remind land, saying, "Hebrews, hear this! Rise up in revoltl';4Al1 Isra-
: lreat things the LoRD has done for you and elheardthenewsthatSaulhaddestroyedthePhilisünegar-. rison at Geba and that the philistines now hated the

israelites v,/ere* in Egypt and cried out to the Israelites more than ever. So the entire Iÿaelite arrny was
\. ioses and Aaron to rescue them from E$,pt summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.
:rn into this land. eButthe people soon forgot sThe Philistines mustered a mightyarmy of 3,000* char-
I iheir God, so he handed them over to Sisera, iots, 6,000 charioteers, and as many warriors as the grains

: ,: of Hazor's army, and also to the Philistines of sand on the seashore! They camped at Micmash e;st of
- rfMoab,whofoughtagainstthem. Beth-aven. 6The men of Israel saw what a tight spot they

.ried to the LoRD again and confessed, 'We were in; and because they were hard pressed by the enemy,
'urning away from the LoRD and worshiping they tried to hide in caves, thickets, rocks, holes, and cis-

'rilandAshtoreth.Butwevrillworshipyou terns.TsomeofthemcrossedtheJordanRiverandescaped
i vou will rescue us from our enemies.' intothelandofGadandGilead.
rent Gideon,* Bedan,* Iephthah, and Sam-
indyoulivedinsafety. Saul's Disobedience and Samuel's Rebuke
ru were afraid of Nahash, the king of Am- Meanwhile, Saul stayed at Gilgal, and his men were trem-
'lr me and said that you wanted a king to blingwith fear. esaul waited there seven days for Samuel as
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1 SAMUEL14...posel7o

Samuel had instructed him earlier, but Samuel still didnt
come. Saul realized that his troops \4rere rapidly slipping
away. eso he demanded, "Bring me the burnt.offering and
the peace offerings!'l And Saul sacrificed the burnt offering
himself.

roJust as Saul was finishing \,vith the bumt offering, Sam-

uel arrived. Saul went out to meet and welcome him, lrbüt
Samuel said, "What is this you have done?"

Saul replieô "I saw my men scattering from me, and you
didnt anive when you said you would, and the Philistines
are at Miemash readyfor battle. 12So I said, 'The Philistines
are ready to march against us at Gilgal, and I haven't even
asked for the LoRD's help!'So I felt compelled to offer the
burnt offering myself before you came."

t:"How foolish!" Samuel exclaimed. "You have not kept
the command the LoRD your God gave you. Had you kept it
the Lono would have established your kingdom over Israel
forever. l4Butnowyourkingdommust end,fortheLoRD has
sought out a man after his own heart. The Loro has already
appointed him to be the leader of his people, because you
have not kept the Lonp's command."

lsrael's Military Disadvantage
r5samuel then left Gilgal andwent onhisway,butthe rest of
the troops went with Saul to meet the army. They wmt up
from Gilgal to Gibeah in the land of Beniamin.* when Saul
counted the men who were stiil with him, he found only
600werc left! l6saul andJonathan andthetroopswiththem
were staying at Geba in the land of Beniamin. The Philistines
set up their camp at Micmash. rTThree raidingparties soon
left the camp of the Philistines. One went north toward
Ophrah in the land of Shual, l8ânot}Ier went west to Beth-
horon, and the third moved toward the border above the val-
ley of Zeboim near the wilderness.

leTherewerenoblacksmiths inthe land of I$aelinthose
days. The Philistines wouldnt allow them for fear they
would make swords and spears for the Hebrews. æSo when-
ever the Israelites needed to sharpen their plowshares,
picks, axes, or sickles,* theyhad to take them to a Philistine
blacksmith. zr(The charges were as follows: a quarter of an
ounce of silver* for sharpening a plowshare or a pick, and
an eighth of an ounce* for sharpening an ax, a sickle, or an
ox goad.) 22So on the day of the battle none of the people of
Israel had a sword or spear, except for Saul and fonathan.

23The pass at Micmash had meanwhile been secured by a
contingent of the Philistine army.

lonathan's Daring Plan

priest ofthe LoRD who had served at Shiloh.
No one realized thatJonathan had leftthe Israelite camp.

4To reach. the Philistine outpost, Jonathan had to go down
betlryeen two rocky cliffs thatwere called Bozez and Seneh.
sThe cliff on the north was in fuont of Micmash, and the one
on the south was in front of Geba. 6"Let's go across to the
outpost of those pagans," |orrathan said to his armor bearer.

"Perlups
l,oRD. He

the Lono will help us, for nothing can hinder
can win a battle whether he has many

onlv a fewl"
7"Do what you think is best," the armor bearer

"I'm with.vou completely, whatever you decide."
8"AIl right then," Jonathan told him. "We will cross

and let them see us. rlf they say to us, '6tay where you

the men fuom the outpost shouted to Jonathan, "Come

here, and we'll teach you a lesson!"
"Come on, climb right behind me," Jonathan said to

armor bearer, "for the Loao will help us defeat them!"

i I am.no!ÿ that I have eaten this Iitlle bit of honer' . men had been allowed to ear freely irÀ lh;;;â', ;1! amgge our. gnemies, think rrow i";üü;ïi
, ,ve could have killedl,,
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13So they climbed up using both hands and
Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor

feet, and
bearer

those who came behind them. t4They killed some
men in all, and their bodies were scattered over
an ACre.*

1 ssuddenly, panic broke
inthe camp andinthe field,

out in the Philistine army,
including even the

raiding parties. And iust then an earthquake struck,
everyone was terrified.

lsrael Defeats the Philistines
r6saul's lookouts in Gibeah of Beniamin saw a

than and his armor bearer were gone.
teThen Saul shouted to Ahijah, "Bring the ephod

For at that time Ahijah was wearing the ephod in
Israelites.* leBut while Saul was talking to the
confusion in the Philistine camp grewlouder and
Saul said to the priest, "Nev'er mind; let's

zoThen Saul and all his men rushed out to the
found the Philistines killing each other. There was
confusion everywhere. 21Even the Hebrews who had
ouslygone
withSaul,|,

over to the Philistine armyrevolted and
onathan, and the rest of the Israelites.

the men of Israel who were hiding in the hill

Saul's Foolish Oath

an oath,

ren replied, "We,ll do whatever you think is best.,, 
Oul

1e priest said,,,Let,s ask God first.,, 2Ot.1il::fq g"a, .lhould we so afrer rhe philistines? ii- lerp us defeat them?,,But God mad. no repff LÀii un.
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- .r Saul.said,,,fonathan and Iy/ill stand over here, and
- stand over there.,,

- .he people responded to Saul, "Whatever you think ever
only
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7 ,i Orcdaylonathansaidtohisarmorbearer,"Comeon, 24Now the men of Israel were pressed to
fï let's go over to where the Philistines have their out- day, because Saul had placed them under

post." But Ionathan did not tell his
2Meanwhile, Saul and his 600

father what he was doing. "Let a curse fall on anyone who eats
men were camped on the I have full revenge on my enemies." So no one ate

outskirts of Gibeah, around the pomegranate
Migron. 3Among Saül's men was Ahiiah the priest,

tree* at allday,2seven thoughtheyhadall found honeycomb
who was ground in the forest. 26They didnt dare touch the

wearing the ephod, ttie priestly vest. Ahijah
ichâbod's brother Ahitub, son of Phinehas,

\,ÿas the son of cause they all feared the oath they had taken.
son of EIi, the 2zBut Jonathan had not heard his father's

. . me what you have
121

done," saul demanded of lona_ Some
upat

r31
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LoRD t

he dipped the end of his stick into a

and ate the honey. After he had eaten
piece of
it, he felt

28But one of the men saw him and said, "Your
the army take a strict oath that anyone who eats
will be cursed. That is why everyone is weary and

,9"MY

claimed
father has made trouble for us al1!"

"A command like that only hurts us. See

m

As in some

lere. go out and tell them,

r Saul said to the leaders, ,.Somethinp,s 
wronsr I-1v_army commanders to come here. r,li. *uri iil,j

:ll^*_t!orlined roday. ,,1 vow Uy tire nirr,e à?wno rescued Israel that the sinner will suretv àio\ my own son Ionathant,, But no one worlà tàii rr-i.-. trouble was.

-r Saul prayed,,,O LoRD, God of Israel, please show, guilty and who is innocent.*,,The^'til;.;;;';:
. lljl:::lïyd saur were.üà, ;ih; s,iii;. ure peopte were declared innocent.

:n Saul said,,,Now cast lots again and choose be_
.ê and lonathan.,,And Ionathan was snown to fe ihe-e.

- I the Philistines
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pogetzt...l SAMUEL 15
' am now that I have eaten this Iittle. bit of honey. formed great deeds and conquered the Amalekites, saüngen hed been auowed ro ear freerv from rh;i;;â i;;ù',.f* âirir,àrà *n" ii;ffirï.;li; il,-n'.,ffiJffi:ïil:mies, think how muny .à..îÀi- 

-"'i,irui, 
,on, incruaea Jonainan,lirruosïàtn,* ana uam_. chased ana riiàa rhe ph,isrines ar.*y-f:9,, ii*l;,T:ll:lltffi"-i:xxffi:,itJ;:,ff*,*li*fii1- :o Aiialon, growing more and more raint irrhat .1. Ï,,à commanda of sau|s army was ,Atner, the son of' 

"eyrushedforlhebattleplunderandbutchered srrrri'r*l.Ner srSa-urs.father.Kish,anJAbner,sfather,
. : 

.g.ats, cattle, and catrves, but they ate them wrthoui N.., *.iàiotn ,ons of Abiel.'"e brood. r3someone reDorred io saur,;|ôi, ;h; "riiii'lrru.rit., 
foughr consranrry \.^iüh rhe phirisrines

,liil,t.t.ru 
rhe Lono nv.rti"i*'.rtl"},ur'",r ,i,*üii,l, Saurs rir.erime. So whenever saur observed a

s ve-ry-urong," saul said. "Find a large stone and roll il?"ung 
man who \'ÿas brave and stron& he drafted him intà

e_ 34Then go our among the ti.oop-s and tett tÀem,
_attle, sheep, and goats here to mà. Kill them here, Saul Destroys the Arnalekites

ï!ïiiii.,ffiI^"r.:i,,A.n,,i,,,îîiï:îr1 ïj"sffiïr$flr#is,,TïT1r,:tiî:;[ifl:?,H:irighl all the troops brouqht their animals u"a Niîri*t".i to this message from the i.m! zrhis is !ÿhat theJ rhem rhere rsrhen SauJ buirtan artariol;; i;IL';ii.rren,s Armies has declared: Ihave decided ro:sihefirstofthealtarshebuirrrorhe.loRD: - 
ü,iËà'i.**rwitntirenatiônorÀÀarài,ioiopporingrr.u_raut said, "Ler's chase rhe phirisrines ail nighr and ;i;À* ;i;r.ur" frùm Egwt. ,rà*!o inà ,,.p,erei) oe_-,em until sunrise. Let,s destroy every tasüne oi ià"i:,n;';r,* 

^-.i.1,r.. 
iut àn_HJi,ricrnen, cnitaren,

: replied,,,we,ll do i{hareveryou rhink is best , "?ii ;:iiïi;:i,llr:i..1a,; 1io_^o,o::.,,.,rriestsaid,,,Let,saskGodfirir,, ,oo.iroî,r _iiil:I--,i,:r:.il,11.rr;,;.**. askedGod,,,Shouldwepoâfterthephilistines? rlh.;S;ri andr.: j:r.i:r..t.:...\r:i.:.(.\malekitesrDusdefearrhem?"Butëodmadeno;àprti;;i ,"ilTy**ri,inrneia,e.r,s,rr ,."i',i.,r,arningtothe
Saur said to the readers,,sole-lh*F.:vÿr91s,l tliüi.'Ji"ii.î:#;.1J:iï:;::ï:jl,::'jî,îru::armycommanderstocomehere.w-tmustfr-nd preofisrieiwhentn.y.rr.rpii...;i.:..,"s..:reKenites
r was commifted today. rel vow by the name of packed up inO feft.o:escueotsrael thailhesinn€rwill surelydie, zTheniaul slaughreredtheAm3ien,:<.,: -:::...,hall
,;TJr;:nronathanr"Burnoonewourdreiihim tr',.*iÿ'io§nrr,*srofEg)?r.sHecapturec iôrq:re \rna.

:i,]l:;i;f:l.",nd rvÿ,rsrandoverhere,and ii['i,i'li;liliiil'li:J,i:i:*nài;1";;;;r:;l,ill
eopre responded ro saur, ,,whatever 

you rhink iiËff,î,TË Ii',ili:,,:iiï;lltf liîl"..i +flr;.'i[r,;
: : u 1 prayed, ',o LoRD, God of Iÿael, please show 

only what was worthless orbf poor quaritv. '

- ..ilty and who is innocent.*,, fnen tt ey casi si_ The LoRD Rejects Saul- J ionathan and saul were chosen as irre guilty *d.; th. Lonl- said to samuel, r,I am sorry that I ever. people were declared innocent. . .iaËïuuf f,ing, for he has not been loyal to me and has re_-.,l said, "Now cast lots again and choose u.- irr"à t" 
"tÀv 

my.command.,,samuer was so deepry movedI ionathan " And Ionathan was shown to n. t" ,n* r't. ilàia tr,ir tnit rrà;;r.àïiitîilîiïD au nighr.
- !\'hat vou have done," saur dernanded or rona- ,".lïy,:ff;1ffl ffiîâi :ii:ïm |î#*ill
' rtlrehonev,"lonathanadmined.ïtwasoorvu w,1ffiffi::i'rÏ:fii'Àl'ililt§lrrif:âi5 

.,;- - end of my stick. Does that deserve death?; .n..iiriiy. .,,ltuy 
tLe LoRD bless you,., he sald. ,l 

hrve carriedarhan," Saut said,,.you musr-diet May God àriif.,àî_t.orn.unor,,' .venkill meifyoLrdonordieforthis.l:'-"- "-ii,linii-rnut,.rall 
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ar.e0Dacklhearmvfromchasingthephilis_ rôhen Samuel said to Saul,,,Stop! Lisrrn to what the:lilistines returned home_ L6RD told me last nightl,,
':.y Successes "Whatdidhetellyou?"saulasked'
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1 SAMUEL 16...poget72

haven't you obeyed the LoRD? Why did you rush for the
plunder and do what was evil in the LoRD's sighf"

20"But I did obey the LoRD," Saul insisted. "I carried out
the mission he gave me. I brought back King Agag, but I de-
stroyed everyone else. 2t Then my troops brought in the best
of the sheep, goats, cattle, and plunder to sacrifice to the
LoRD your God in Gilgal."

22But Samuel replied,

"What is more pleasing to the LoRD:
your bumt offerings and sacrifices
or your obedience to his voice?

Listen! Obedience is befter than sacrifice,
and submission is better than offering the fat

of rams.
zc Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft,

and stubbomness as bad as worshiping idols.
So because you have reiected the command of the LoRD,

he has re,ected you as king."

Saul Pleads for Forgiveness
24Then Saul admitted to Samuel, "Yes, I have sinned. I have
disobeyed your instrucüons and the Lom's command, for I
was afraidofthe people and didwhatthey demanded. ,sBut
now, please forgive my sin and come back with me so that I
may worship the LoRD."

26But Samuel replied, "I will not go back with you! Since
you have reiected the LoRD's command, he has rejected you
as king of Israel."

27As Samuel tumed to go, Saul tried to hold him back and
tore the hem of his robe. aAnd Samuel said to him, "The
LoRD has tom the kingdom of Israel from you today and has
given it to someone else-one who is better than you. DAnd
he who is the Glory of Israel will not lie, nor will he change his
mind, for he is not human that he should change his mind!"

:oThen Saul pleaded again, "I know I have sinned. But
please, at leasthonor me before the elders ofmypeople and
before Israel by coming back with me so that Imay worship
the LoRD your God." 3rso Samuel finally agreed and.went
back with him, and Saul worshiped the Lono.

Samuel Executes King Agag
32Then Samuel said, "Bring King Agag to me." Agag arrived
full of hope, for he thought, "Surely the worst is over, and I
have been sparedi"* 33But Samuel said, "As your sword has
killed the sons of many mothers, now your mother will be
childless." And Samuel cut Agag to pieces before the LoRD
at Gilgal.

34Then Samuel went home to Ramah, and Saul returned
to his house at Gibeah of Saul. 3ssamuel never went to meet
wilh Saul again, buthe moumed constantly for him. And the
Lom was sorryhe had ever made SauI king of Israel.

Samuel Anoints David as King
7Z Now the LoRD said to Samuel, "You have moumed
f lJ long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of

Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem.
Find a man named Iesse who lives there, for I have selected
one of his sons to be myking."

2But Samuel asked, "How can I do that? If Saul hears
about it, he will kill me."

"Take a heifer with you," the LoRD replied, "and say that
you have come to make a sacrifice to the LoRD. 3lnvite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and I will show vou which of his sons to
anoint for me."

eSo Samuel did as the LoRD instructed. When he
at Bethlehem, the elders of the town came
meet him. "What's wlong?" they asked. "Do you
peace?"

s"Yes," Samuel replied. "I have come to sacrifice to

Jesse

6When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab
thought, "Surely this is the LoRD's anointed!"

ear the valley of Elah. 3So the philistines and Israel_
I each other on opposite hius, with the valley be_

- am.' Goliath, a Philistine champion from Gath, came
Dhilistine ranks to face the forces of Israel. He was-e feet* lall! sHe wore a bronze helmet. and his
dt of mail weighed I 25 pounds.+ 6He also wore

?g armor, and he carried a bronze javelin on his
: - TThe shaft of his spear u/as as healy and thick as a
, ôeam,.tipped ivith an iron spearhead that weighed
- ds.+ His armor bearer walked ahead of him càrry_
.td.
:h stood and shouted a taunt across to the Israel_

-,,; are you all coming out to fight?,,he called. ,,I am
)t1ne champion, but you are only the servants ôf
rse one man to come down here and fight mel elf

-re, then we \4/il1 be your slaves. But if I kiil him, you
"lr slavesl 1oI defy the ârmies of Israel todav! Sénd

:: rvho will fight me!,, lrwhen Saul and the Isiaelites
s, theywere terrified and deeply shaken.

nds David to Saul's Camp
. id was [he son of a man named ]esse, an Ephrath- 37Th€
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TBut the LoRD said to Samuel, "Don'tjudge by
ance orheight,for I have rejected him. The LoRD
things the way you see them. People judge by
pearance, but the LoRD looks at the heart."

sThen ]esse told his son Abinadab to step forward
walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "This is
one the LoRD has chosen." eNext Iesse summoned
but Samuel said, "Neither is this the one the LoRD has
sen." 10In the same way all seven of lesse's sons
sented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, "The
not chosen any of these." lrThen Samuel asked, "Are
all the sons you have?"

his

"Send for him at once," Samuel said. "We will
down to eat until he arrives."

12So Iesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome,
beautiful eyes.

And the LoRD said, "This is the one; anoint him."
r3So as Daüd stood there among his brothers, Samuel

the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed Daüd
the oil. And the Spirit of the LoRD came poweifully
David from that day on. Then Samuel retumed to

David Serves in Saul's Court
t nNow the Spirit of the LoRD had left Saul, and the
a tornenting spirit* that filled him with depression
fear.

lssome of Saul's servants said to him, "A
spirit from God
cian to play the

n Bethlehem in the land of Judah. lesse was an old the br

"There is still the youngest,
the fields watching the sheep

," Iesse replied. "But he's
and goats."

for

'' at time, and he had eight sons. r3jesse,s three old-
-I liab, Abinadab, and Sh imea*-had alreadyjoined

rrly Io fight the philistines. I 4David \,ÿas the yôungest
J s three oldest brolhers stayed with Saül,s aËny,

.-d went back and forth so he'could help his fathéi
- jheep in Bethlehem.

morning and evening, the philis-
front of the Israelite army.
to Daüd, "Take this basket+ of

rain and these ten loaves of bread, and carrv them
i our brothers. rsAnd give these ten cuts of ôheese
:lptain. See how your brothers are getting along,

. back a report on how they are doing.*,, ,i-David;s
... ere \.vith Saul and the Israelite armÿ at the valley
;hting against the philistines.
:rid ieft the sheep with another shepherd and set
:he next morning with the gifts, as fesse had di,
-, He arriv€d at the camp iust as the Israelite army
'g for the battlefield }.,vith shouts and battle criej.
. Israelite and Philistine forces stood facing each

-\,against army. 22Daüd left his things udih the
supplies and hurried out to the ranks io q.ee: , t.

: rAs he \,ÿas talking with them, Goliarh ih"e p h. r I :.

rn as the Israelite armysawhim, theybegan tc, :!: :
: ght. 2s"Have you seen the gian?,,the men askeI

reso Saul sent messengers to Jesse to say,
son David, the shepherd." 2olesse responded

and the tormenting spirit would go away.

: rty days, every
-tpion strutted in
. day Jesse said

is troubling you. r6let us find a good
harp whenever the tormenting

bles you. He will play soothing music, and you
well again."

ri"All right," Saul said. "Find me someone who
and bring him here."

lEone of the servants said to Saul, "One of Jesse's
only

is also a fine-lookingyoungman, and the LoRD iswith
:'cion from Gath, came out from the phil:s*-;

"Send
:n Dayid heard him shout his usual taunt to r:.

by
üd to Saul, along with a young goat, a donkey
bread, and a wineskin full of wine. ..r out each day to defy Israel.2rSo David went to Saul and began serving hiru \ ardto anyone who kills him,
loved David very much, and Daüd became his s daughters for a wife, and the man's entire

The king has offere:
He will give that n".a:.

farnilr

el, whr

" 
c,r aI

Goliath Challenges the lsraelites
77 The Philistines now mustered their army
f/ and camped between Socoh in Iudah and

22Then Saul sent word to ]esse asking, "Please let :mpted from paying taxesl"
remain in my service, for I am very pleased with him.' - asked the soldiers standing nearby, ,,What 

\rl li . ;:_\ -,r killingthis Philistine and endinghis defiance of aic a .
r is lhis pagan Philistine anfvay, that he is a1. p-i e;

-r) Ihe armies of lhe living God?,, hi. an
:rese men gave Daüd the same reply. They said,

s the reward for killing him." lsrael
.r',en David's oldest brother, Eliab, heard Daüd When.
:he men, he was angry. "What are you doing turned

,b t\ dn d I span $iith total\ aboJl 9 75 Ieel or I meler. ; DFdo \. d \. -
'F,'1. l7:5Hebrewt000ihpkelsl5Tkitogramsl t7:7Lpbr",. ô:: .ompare 1 Chr 2:1 3; 2O..7 17.,12 Heûew e\hah [20 quarts .r ] I .::

-

Ephes-dammim. 2saul countered by gathering his
1 5:32 Dead Sea Scrolls and Greek version read Ag ag afiÿed hesita4tlA, for he thought, " SutelA this is the bittemess of death.
ava.iantspellingofShimea;compare1Chr2il3:2O:7- 16:14Oranelilspiritalsoinl6:15,16,23.

16:9 Hebrew Shamno.

r' ,:ael.



pale173...1 SAMUEL 17
'i.e LoRD instructed.
::'s of the town came
r::.9?" they asked. "Do

..:Li "I have come to
?: 3rd come with me to-.: the purification dte
-..î, to the sacrifice, too.
: Samuel took one look at
s:iÉ LoRD'sanointedl"
., .i,nuei, "Don't iudge
r Ê :etected him. The LoR.D

- ::em. People judge

: . rr.ks at the heart."
:: >rn Abinadab to
-e But Samuel said,
san " e:'lext Iesse-:.: is this the one the
,:! :il seÿen of Jesse's
: Sa:r:uel said to Jesse,

T " rrThen Samuel

" )esse
and goats."

lnce." Samuel said. "We

::: Hewasdarkand

. :.ri is the one;
--: a:a
: :,iC
.: .i the LoRD came
: llen

ul's Court
. LoRD had left
::ï fllled him \.ÿith

-ren'ants said to him.
-l.r-g you. r6[,et

rirenever the
:ôothing music,

,.: Ftnd me

:: .aid to Saul, "One
,..:.:ed harp

:::.; nan,and

:. É ',oung goat, a

:'.. ci uine.
: S;:l and began
- ::.J. Da\ld
.::: ic iesse asking
:a: i am Ye4,

g0;Ha\

s the Israelites

:.r':a: SôLoh 11

-: -:te:ed :
--::::-iaia,.

'Br.n:*f,

- the valley of Elah. 3So the philistines and Israel,
:ech other on opposite hills, with the valley be-

-:ood and shouted a taunt across to the Israel-
'. are you all coming

champion, but
out to figh?" he called. "I am
you are only the servants of

David Ki!ls Goliath

on me,I catch

Israel Routs the Philistines

:-riiath, a Philistine champion from Gath, came
-:rlistine ranks to face the forces oflsrael. Hewas
eet* tall! sHe wore a bronze helmet, and his' of mail vÿeighed 125 pounds.* 6He also wore

: :rmor, and he carried a bronze javelin on his
re shaft of his spear was as healy and thick as a

:in,.lipped with an iron spearhead that weighed- His armor bearer walked ahead of him càrrv-

around here artryay?" he demanded. ,,What about those
few sheep you're supposed to be taking care of.) I know
aboutyour pride and deceit. you iust wanito see the battle!,,

2e"What have I done noui?" Daüd replied. ,,I 
was only ask-

ing a questionl" 30He walked over to some others and âsked
them the same thing and received the same answer. irThen
Daüd's question was reported to King Saul, and the king
sent for him.

,ne man to come down here and fight me! eif
-ren we will be your slaves. But if I kill him, you
rres,l 1oI defy the armies of Israel today! Send
. IVill fightmel" ttWhen Saul and the Isiaelites
:r,ivere terrified and deeply shaken.

David to Saul,s Camp
. \ the son of a man named |esse, an Ephrath_
.ehem in the land of |udah. Jesse wai an old
re, and he had eight sons. 13lesse,s three old_'I Abinadab, and Shimea*_had alreadyjoined
:,ght the philistines. uDavidwas theyôüngest
-:ee oldest brothers stayed with Saul,s army,

.Lt back and forth so he could help his fathér
tn Bethlehem.

Sa-. ^'-,!r!- ûü

- gav-e Daüd the same reply They said,
. ard for kiliing him."

:.id's oldest brother, Eliab, heard Daüd

it to death. 36I have done

a variant

;ays, every morning and evening, the philis-
- strutted in front of the Israelite army.

Êsse said to David, ,,Take this basket* of
. rd these ten loaves of bread, and carry them

brothers. 18And give these ten cuts of cheeseI See how your brothers are getting along,
.. a report on how they are doing.+,,leDaüda
, rrth Saul and the Israelite armÿ at the valley'g against the philistines.
: .lt the sheep \,ÿith another shepherd and set

::xt moming with the gifts, as Jesse had di_
, ryiv.ed 

1t llq lamp,ust as the Israelite army
rhe battlefield with shouts and battle criei.
:lite and philistine forces stood facing each

.irnst army. 22Daüd left his things wiih the

. .tes and hurried out to the ranksio greet his'e was talkingwith them, Goliarh, thi philis_
irom Gath, came out from the philistine

-.id heard him shout his usual taunt to the

i':.Israelite arrny saw him, they began to run
-: 'Have you seen the giant?,,the min asked.,,.n day to defy Israel. The king has offered

:nl,onewhokills him. Hewillgivethatman
. : lers for a wife, and the man,sèntire family

: irompaÿngtaxesl,,
r he soldiers standing nearby, ,,What will a
- . ihis Philistine and endinghis defiance of-.! pagan philistine anyway, that he is al_. ::mies of the liüng God?,,

.'. he lÿas angry. ,,What 
are you doing

When the Philisfine5 5ah lha r l,heir champion wa5 dead. thev
tumed and ran. szThen tne men of Israel and |udah gave â

:::È 1



1 SAMUEL 18.. Page174 -al Saves David's Life
En saul sent troops to watch Daüd,s house. They were

kill Daüd when he came out the next morning. But
DaYid's wife, warned him, "If you

,, r2so

slighte
tell yol

r0Ti

your f;
It,,c

"May tJ

made I

you will be dead by moming.
out through a window and

don't escape to-
she helped him

he fled and escaped. theyw
n she took an idol* and put it in his bed, covereditwith promis
ets, and put a cushion of goat's hair at its head. moIIol
',hen the troops came to arrest David, she totd them tre and tàr
ck and couldn't get out of bed. speaks
it Saul sent the troops back to get Daüd.
him to me in his bed so I can kill him!,,

He ordered, angrya
kill mel6But \,ÿhen

,me to carryDavid
in the bed \.ÿith a,

out they discovered that it \.ÿas only the Lol
cushion of goat's hair at its head. mayyo

'.hy have you betrayed me like this and letmyenemy I live. I
€?" Saul demanded of Michal. CVCNW
:d to," Michal replied. "He threatened to kill me if I of the t
ielp him." 165o

Daüd escaped
told him all thar

and \.vent to Ramah to see Samuel,
Saul had done to him. Then Samuel

laüd with him to live at Naioth. rewhen the report thanlo,
.J Saul that David was at Naioth in Ramah, zohe ient lsTh
t0 capture him. But when they arrived and saw Samu- moon f

:rng a gloup of prophets who were prophesying, the
:f God came upon Saul's men, and tÀeyàlso begln to
.sy. 2rwhen Saul heard what had happened, hé sent
roops, butthey,too, prophesied! The same thinghap-
: r third time. zzFinally, Saul himself went to namâh

,r's not truel'ionathan protested. ,,you,re 
not going'e 

always tells me everylhing he,s going to do,-eveÀ
'hings. I know my father wouldn't hide something

: irom me. It just isn't so!"
.: Daüd took an oath before fonathan and said,
'.:her knows perfectly well about our friendship, so
,:id to himself,'I won't tell Jonathan-why shoutd I
-.?'ButI swear to you that I am only a step âway from
lwear it by the LoRD and byyour own soul!,,, me what I can do to help you,,,Ionathan exclaimed.
J replied, "Tomorrow we celebrate the nevÿ moon

lÿ sacrifice. 7lf he says,'Fine!'you wjll know all rs
I he is angry and loses his lemper, you will know he

-- ined to kill me. ashow me this loyalty as my sworn
cr we made a solemn pact before the LoRD_or kill

,elf if I have sinned against your father. But please
ray me to him!"
:rl"Jonathan exclaimed. "you knowthat if I had the

ble is er
the plar

Pile.* zr

the stor
will senjved at the $eatwell in Secu. ',Where are Samuel and him,'Tt

he demanded. Lono lir. are at Naioth in Ramah," someone told him. him. ,Gr

on the way to Naioth in Râmah the Spirit of God will mer
, en upon Saul, and he, too, began to
\aiolh! 24He tore off his clothes and

prophesyallthe sendin€
laynakedonthe promisr

: :11 day and all night, prophesying in the presence of 24So
fhe people who were watching exclaimed, "What? moon f(

Saul a prophet?" usual pl
him* ar

.-- an Helps David 26Saul d
Daüd now fled from Naioth in Ramah and found himself,
Tonathan. "What have I done?,,he exclaimed. ,,What unclean
-ime? How have I offended your father that he is so next dar
red to kill me?" been he

28JOn

go to Be
ing a far
So pleas
isn't her

3oSau

whore!"'
youwan
your mc
never be

32"But
: l,/e ah/ÿays

rç I'll hide
eatenwith the kingonthisoccasion,but his fathr
in the field ând stay there until the eve, spear at

ne third day. 6If
.:.d permission to

your father asks where I am, tell realized
go home to Bethlehem for an an 34Jonu

on that s

father's r
35The

the field
36"Starr r

rows as I
arrorv be

al ^ 
teraphim: dlsainlq:lb 20:l6Hebrew withthehobp ajE .reek\ersion.Hpbte\ÿteàdsùithlonathan\Ianding. 

2Ot30
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iis my family in Israel thatl stùil- Daüd exclaimed. "My
., ::n the time came for Saul
-::r:age to David, he gave

mMeholah.
ld s daughter Michal had
-. ras delighted when he
:: -hance to see him killed
: :ï self. But to David he said.

ance to become my son-in{al

po7e175...1 SAMUEL 20
Saves David's Life slightest notion my father was planning to kill you, I wouldidul sent rroops ro wat(h Dayid,s house. They were i"rit;;;i on...,,':jll David when he came out rhe next morning. But ,ôrÀÀ ouuia asked, ,,How will I know whether or notDaüd's. wife, warned him, ,,If y-o-u don,t er.afr.1o- yor. iàiïà, i, ,ngqr,,uwillbedeadbymorning."izsoshehelpeàni.'-li,càÀeouttothefieldwithme,,,Ionathanreptied.And
It through a window, and he.fled and ôscaped. tnevwÀiàurttreretogether.;ihe;ion'Jthantotanavia,,,t-re look an idot* and pur ir in his bed.covered iti,ith ;;;ili;;y rhe LoR , ihe Cod ot Israet, rhar bv this rime ro_, andpuracushionofsoar'shairatirshead. ino.rà*,àitn.n.nâ.yiit"lrüiirvi'ùîntomyratirer-?nthetroopscametoarrestDaüd,sherordrhemhe ,;;l;i ft know ar once h;Ëf;;l;'uüout you. rf heand couldn't get out of bed. speaks fâvorably ab;riil, i;il i;i Ëiîrüw. ,,sut tr ne is'aulsentthetroopsbacktogetDavid.Heordered, àig.vr"i'rrn,ryoukiiled,maytheLoRDstrikemeandeven-1 [o me in his bed so r can kil him!" r6Bur when t<irïrie iiraon t'w;;y;r" i;;;;Ë;;il ,no rive. May'l0carryDa!'ldoul,thevdiscoveredthatil wasonlv rtrerànouewrtnyouasheusedtobewithmytalher.r4And

I he bed with a cushion ol goat's hair at ils head. *uy you tr.rt rn. *ith the faithful l;ve oiihï ro *, u, long æhaveyouberravedmelikerhisandrermyerre.y ri;.liriifrdie.rsrrear,yir;iü;î;;israirhfur rove,Saut demanded or Michal .r.n *n.n tËii*r,u#à;1jfiilï.i,1ïn,ià,, rro.,n. rr..: :o," Michal replied_ ,,He threatened to kill me if f of ine eartjr: him."
:,rd esc.aped and vr'ent to Ramah to see samuer, -:'rt,o,L"i:tffiifltiiii'§i^.H:il,§,tl i#ff:ü:îd him all that saul had done ro him. Tiren samuài maât i'a-ria rearrirm Éis vow or riie;à;i, ,gri; i:ï;iilI with him to rive ar Naioth. ';swhen the rep;rt tn..l"r.Jôàriâl;il1;*d;i;;.i;'"'"'"
'rul that David was at Naioth in R.amah, 2oh^e ient ,iinen lànati.,rn said ,,Tomon"ow 

rr,e celebrate the new-rpturehim.ButwhentheyarrivedandsawSamu- moonfesttial \ourrrll bemissedwhenyourplaceattheta_,groupofprophetswhowereorophesyng,rhe Ulersemln ",neaarafieriomo.ro*.tori,urj*.ringgoro
'rdcameuponsaul'smen,and.theyàtroir.ginto,i,.lù.à"rn.r.r"rÉiab.ror.,rnJ*i,tir,ài.rytn.rton.
'?rwhen saul heard what had,.happened,. hË sent pite.';i.r wir come out and shoot three arrows to the side of' , but they,too,prophesied! The iâme thing hap- in. rron. pii. r, rnough r were shoonlg ar a rarger. 2r fhen I'rdrime 22Fina,v,saur himsertwenttoR"amâh *rri."àiË"vt"bringtheanowsback.rf lor,hparmete,

.,lj:*îf,.ï:,ruinsecu.,,wherearesamueland r,*lit.y",i"tr.,i;,iâtr|ü;i,;îiinoï,î,,r..ry*ti,e
:rearNaiothinRamah,,,someo-neroidliT . * t"":i;ifl1,?1',ïî'iliY,rl:J:ii,n*::x;tllï]*l
r1 the way to Naioth in Ramah the spirit oi coa ùri'..ànihat you must teave immediately, for the L.RD is.rponSaul,andhe,too,beeantoprophesyall tf.,à s.nairgyouaway r,416.uytn.i"*îï.k.rrt..pog

rh! 24He rore otf his clorhel and iay nuk.,i ;; ih; pià*ii?Jm *.r,, orher, for he has wrnessed rhem.,,
"11^a1:l.l'gn,'orophesvingintÉepr.ràn..oi'--,tîrriarrrahimserfinthefield,andv/henthenew- e peopre who were watchins exclaimed, ,,whar? 

.noon r.riiu; r.gr", tÀ. r.r"j *iaàritJïît.',ru. ,ut ut i i,a propher?" 
usual ptace again-st in. *ru,.*iti,ï"àininîitting opporit.

:- Herps David },H,,âfl*i:ïïi,liïiï;,iiiil.1:1fi:,çilit: d now fled from Naiorh in Ramah and found r.,i.üri';ôl..ini"É .r;r h;;;-;;Ë.oîïâ,ce.emoniarryrrhan. "what have I done?" he"exclaimea. ,,wnài ,^ir".*";sü ,r.,ü liriàt iru.ï*ir".*pty again the
.ilfilIXig,rrrendedyourfathertnatneisso "à](iïrv,srrrrrredlgnarhan,"whyhasn,tthàsonofJesse
ior rrue!. ronathan prorested ,yo!,re n9ls9lnc 

*:ümï:î 
ff,i;:[:i:,J,",i::i;r,f::tf r. -,,'1ays lells me eveMhing he s going to do,".r.fi go r"ÀàihiàÏ., ,eHe said, ,please 

let me go, for we are hav_:s'lknowmvfalherwouldnihid-esomething iruir*iivi.nrice.Mybrotherdemandedrhaubethere.1me. Itiustisn'rsot,, " s"ï.ir.lËüe.gerawaÿtoseemyfrotireii.;iirat,swnyne
j:19 l"rk an oarh b.efore Jonarhan and said, 

""inàiààitn.nng,srable.,,': <nows perfecfly well about our friendship, so ,;Ààriüà,r.a *tî raÀe it Ionathan. ,,you 
stupid son of a- ' himself,'I won't tell Jonathan-why siroiia t ,hoü;i il'r*o.e ar him. ,,Do you rhink I don,t know that'r'weartoyouthatramonrvastepawayfrom 

yourvanthinrobetingrnrourptacà,rnamNîvourserrana'byrheLonoand bvvourôwnsôut!,: . i;;;;"ti-,ii, r, ,r! ur';h;,";;;, ;i',tï:ïI ative, you,rr-ar Icandotoherpvôr,"ronu11",un.*.,ur.0. ,.rà,-üàli"ï \origoandger himsorcankilr him!,,' red,"Tomorrowv/ecelebrate.then.r*oon -ii,;sut;Tisnourdhebeputtodeath?,,ronarhanasked
'raÿsealenwiththekingonthisoccasion,but his ta - riwhat 

has he done?,,.rrhen saur hurled his- tde in the field and stav there. until th. .r. rp.* àïiànathan, intending to kill him. so at rist ronathan:d day o11 yeul father âsks.where r am, tar ià.Ëü inrîni, rrther was really determined to kili Daÿid.- ::nission to go home to Bethlehem for an anl -lilo'nr't'nî 
[r,,ne table in fierce anger and refused to eat' rifice Tlf he says, 'Finel'vou will know ali is * uirt r.i""i ary 

"r 
tn. i.riirri, r- iiïwasînisnea ry rusrngryandloseshistemneryouwillknowne fattrerlsiiriîàfulb.hruio,to*rrdDaüd.iiit me. rshow me rhis rovaltv-as mv s;.;; -';;îh;ï.Ti'*orning, 

as agreed, Ionarhan wenr our inro"adeasolemnpadbeforetheLoRD-o,liii 
rr.,erieràanïiootuyorrgnoywithhimtogatherhisarrows.

a;e s'ned againsr vour farher. aur pteaià ;;:iirrr il;i;c,,, rre torà trô boy, ,,so 
1ou- can iind rhe ar

-rihanexcraimed."youknowrharirrn,o". Iilii.',il"ili[:T;ixfft"J#l;#*"*[::;]*l:
,. o in I 9 I b 2}tl6:Heotp\ wtth lhe hobp ol Diluid 20:19 Heùe\ÿ thp \tonp Fzcl lhp np t\1. : . ..qôb-è*-?àd\withta40thanaandinl 

i6,io*oi"*ü.i,ir')iZ'iin*.rrro-*.,,, .. *

, ...19?"
,:.,:.ed this back to the klng
,: el1 I want for the bride

' a: geance on my enemies

-lr-, rad in mind was that
-:
l :.cept the offer

. :zn trent out and killed
rid ihe king's requirement
, :: him. So Saul gave his
nife.
nat the LoRn was with
rt:ihal loved him, 2eSaul

' a:ii he remained Daüd's

- ::.ders of the Philistines
'r, against them than all the
: :,ne became very famour

d
. sen ants and his son
: But Jonathan, because :n
-.: :toid him what his
::: t:tg," he
::.r i:ields.

warned him,
3l'll ask my

i taik to him aboutyou.
. out."
::.ian spoke with his fati'i€

:: Hehasalwayshelped

:r. :s a result? You were
'. should you murder an
:.r reason for it at alll"
-: :anandvowed,"A5
:. rrlled."

-: =.1 
Daüd and told hirî

=:,: Dalid to Saul, and

:-i.r that, and David leü

= 
i:lackedthemwith

ji h"s sitting athome,
-,i- irom the LoRD
l:iaIed his hârp, losa:.

:: lged out of the \§ar
,,... he fled and esca:*-:

.:_::r,nbdl-s isunaertain 
_ 
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