ted us 17{o say to you: ‘Please forgiye your
great wrong they did to you—for their sin in
cruelly.’ So we, the servants of the God of
: you to forgive our sin.” When Joseph re-
age, he broke down and wept. 8Then his
nd threw themselves down before Joseph.
ur slaves!” they said.
replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God,
1you? 2°You intended to harm me, but God
r good. He brought me to this position sol
ves of many people. 2'No, don't be afraid. I
take care of you and your children.” So he
by speaking kindly to them.

Exopus .

Author Moses, according to tradition
Date Written 1450-1410 5.c.

Content Every country has its own national history—a record of the events leading to the nation’s
independence. The book of Exodus records Israel’s national history, recounting the earliest years
of the nation and of God’s covenant with them. Exodus takes its name from the main event of
the book: the Israelites’ deliverance from slavery in Egypt. The book begins with a short account

Joseph @

ais brothers and their families continued to
h lived to the age of 110. 23He lived to see
f descendants of his son Ephraim, and
irth of the children of Manasseh’s son
med as his own.* ;
Joseph told his brothers, “but God will
nelp you and lead you out of this land of eli .
ng you back to the land he solemnly prom- them, giving them the Ten Commandments and plans for the Tabernacle. After the Israelites

the Israelites and set in motion God’s ten devastating plagues upon Egypt. The finai plague
not only changed Pharaoh’s mind but became a memorial of God’s deliverance, celebrated in

rzham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

nade the sons of Israel swear an oath, and
od comes to help you and lead you back.
nes with you.” 2650 Joseph died at the
tians embalmed him, and his body was
1 Egypt.

e Israelites in Egypt
These are the names of the sons of Israel (that is, Jacob)
who moved to Egypt with their father, each with his
Tily: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 3ssachar, Zebulun,
“=jamin, “Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5in all, Jacob had
enty* descendants in Egypt, including Joseph, who was
-eady there,
*In time, Joseph and all of his brothers died, ending that
~-re generation. But their descendants, the Israelites, had
"zny children and grandchildren. In fact, they multiplied
zreatly that they became extremely powerful and filled
= land. .
“Eventually, a new king came to power in Egypt who knew
ning about Joseph or what he had done. He said to his
“Dle, “Look, the people of Israel now outnumber us and
stronger than we are. 1°We must make a plan to keep
™ from growing even more. If we don’t,and if war breaks
they will join our enemies and fight against us. Then
will escape from the country.*”
So the Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves. They
~ointed brutal slave drivers over them, hoping to wear
7 down with crushing labor. They forced them to build
= Clties of Pithom and Rameses as supply centers for the
= '2But the more the Egyptians oppressed them, the
< the Israelites multiplied and spread, and the more
ned the Egyptians became.13So the Egyptians worked
oeople of Israel without mercy. *4They made their lives
“=, forcing them to mix mortar and make bricks and do
"€ work in the fields. They were ruthless in all their
mands.
n Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave this order to the
midwives, Shiphrah and Puah: 16“When you help
~c0rew women as they give birth, watch as they de-
" If the baby is a boy, kill him; if it is a girl, let her live.”
- Decause the midwives feared God, they refused to
‘e king's orders. They allowed the boys to live, too.
>0 theking of Egypt called for the midwives. “Why have
-one this?” he demanded. “Why have you allowed the
10 live?”
The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women,”

= Sea Scrolls and Greek version read seventy-five; see notes on Gen 46:27.

e reference is to a birthstool.

2:10 Moses sounds like a Hebrew term that means “to lift out.”

t with his glory, signifying his presence with them.

the midwives replied. “They are more vigorous and have
their babies so quickly that we cannot get there in time.”

2080 God was good to the midwives, and the Israelites
continued to multiply, growing more and more powerful,
21And because the midwives feared God, he gave them fami-
lies of their own.

22Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Throw
every newborn Hebrew boy into the Nile River. But you may
let the girls live.”

The Birth of Moses
2 About this time, a man and woman from the tribe of

Levi got married. 2The woman became pregnant and
gave birth to a son. She saw that he was a special baby and
kept him hidden for three months. 3But when she could no
longer hide him, she got a basket made of papyrus reeds and
waterproofed it with tar and pitch. She put the baby in the
basket and laid it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile
River. 4The baby's sister then stood at a distance, watching
to see what would happen to him.

*Soon Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the
river, and her attendants walked along the riverbank.
When the princess saw the basket among the reeds, she
sent her maid to get it for her. sWhen the princess opened
it, she saw the baby. The little boy was crying, and she felt
sorry for him. “This must be one of the Hebrew children,”
she said.

’Then the baby’s sister approached the princess. “Should
I go and find one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby
for you?” she asked.

&Yes, do!” the princess replied. So the girl went and
called the baby’s mother.

“Take this baby and nurse him for me,” the princess told
the baby’s mother. “I will pay you for your help.” So the
woman took her baby home and nursed him,

1°Later, when the boy was older, his mother brought him
back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as her own
son. The princess named him Moses, * for she explained, “T
lifted him out of the water.”

1:10 Or will take the country.  1:16 Hebrew look upom the fpo stomes
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Moses Escapes to Midian

"1Many years later, when Moses had grown up, he went out
to visit his own people, the Hebrews, and he saw how hard
they were forced to work. During his visit, he saw an Egyp-
tian beating one of his fellow Hebrews. 2After looking in all
directions to make sure no one was watching, Moses killed
the Egyptian and hid the body in the sand.

13The next day, when Moses went out to visit his people
again, he saw two Hebrew men fighting. “Why are you beat-
ing up your friend?” Moses said to the one who had started
the fight.

'4The man replied, “Who appointed you to be our prince
and judge? Are you going to kill me as you killed that Egyp-
tian yesterday?”

Then Moses was afraid, thinking, “Everyone knows what T
did.” '5And sure enough, Pharach heard what had hap-
pened, and he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pha-
raoh and went to live in the land of Midian.

When Moses arrived in Midian, he sat down beside a well.
16Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters who came
as usual to draw water and fill the water troughs for their fa-
ther’s flocks. 17But some other shepherds came and chased
them away. So Moses jumped up and rescued the girls from
the shepherds. Then he drew water for their flocks.

8When the girls returned to Reuel, their father, he asked,
“Why are you back so soon today?”

12“An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds,” they an-
swered. “And then he drew water for us and watered our
flocks.”

20"Then where is he?” their father asked. “Why did you
leave him there? Invite him to come and eat with us.”

2'Moses accepted the invitation, and he settled there
with him. In time, Reuel gave Moses his daughter Zipporah
to be his wife. 22Later she gave birth to a son, and Moses
named him Gershom,* for he explained, “I have been a for-
eigner in a foreign land.”

BYears passed, and the king of Egypt died. But the Israel-
ites continued to groan under their burden of slavery. They
cried out for help, and their cry rose up to God. 24God heard
their groaning, and he remembered his covenant promise to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25He looked down on the people
of Israel and knew it was time to act.*

Moses and the Burning Bush
3 One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-
law, Jethro,* the priest of Midian. He led the flock far
into the wilderness and came to Sinai,* the mountain of
God. 2There the angel of the Lorp appeared to him in a blaz-
ing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amaze-
ment. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t
burn up. 3“This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why
isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.”

“When the Lorp saw Moses coming to take a closer look,
God called to him from the middle of the bush, “Moses!
Moses!”

“Here I am!” Moses replied.

5“Do not come any closer,” the Lorp warned. “Take off
your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. ¢] am the
God of your father*—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered
his face because he was afraid to look at God.

“Then the Loro told him, “I have certainly seen the op-
pression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their cries of

2:22 Gershom sounds like a Hebrew term that means “a foreigner there.”
law went by two names, Jethro and Reuel.

distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, [ am aware
of their suffering. &So I have come down to rescue them
from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt
into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing
with milk and honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hit-

tites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. !

Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I
have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 10Now go,

for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people,

Israel out of Egypt.”
11But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear be-
fore Pharach? Who am I to lead the people of Israel out of

Egypt?”’

12God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign -

thatIam the one who has sent you: When you have brought
the people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this very
mountain.”

13But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and
tell them, "The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,
they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell
them?”

14God replied to Moses, “I Av WHo I Am.* Say this to the
people of Israel: I Am has sent me to you.” 15God also said to
Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh,* the God of
your ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.

This is my eternal name,
my name to remember for all generations.

16“Now go and call together all the elders of Israel. Tell
them, ‘The Lorp, the God of your ancestors—the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has appeared to me. He told me,
“I have been watching closely, and I see how the Egyptians
are treating you. 7I have promised to rescue you from your
oppression in Egypt. I will lead you to a land flowing with
milk and honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live.”’

'8“The elders of Israel will accept your message. Then
you and the elders must go to the king of Egypt and tell him,
‘The Lorp, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. So
please let us take a three-day journey into the wilderness to
offer sacrifices to the Lorp, our God.’

19“But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go uin-
less amighty hand forces him.* 20So Twill raise my hand and
strike the Egyptians, performing all kinds of miracles
among them. Then at last he will let you go. 2'And I will
cause the Egyptians to look favorably on you. They will give
you gifts when you go so you will not leave empty-handed.
22Every Israelite woman will ask for articles of silver and
gold and fine clothing from her Egyptian neighbors and
from the foreign women in their houses. You will dress your
sons and daughters with these, stripping the Egyptians of
their wealth.”

Signs of the LORD’s Power
4 But Moses protested again, “What if they won't believe
me or listen to me? What if they say, ‘The Lorp never
appeared to you'?”
2Then the Lorp asked him, “What is that in your hand?*
“A shepherd’s staff,” Moses replied.
3*Throw it down on the ground,” the Lorp told him. Se
Moses threw down the staff, and it turned into a snake!
Moses jumped back.

2:25 Or and acknowledged his obligation to help them. ~ 3:1a Moses’ father-in-
3:1b Hebrew Horeb, another name for Sinai.

3:6 Greek version reads your fathers.  3:14 Or I WiLL BE WHAT

IWILBE. ~3:15 Yahweh is a transliteration of the proper name YHWH that is sometimes rendered “Jehovah”; in this translation it is usually rendered “the
3:19 Asin Greek and Latin versions; Hebrew reads will not let You go, not by a mighty hand.

Lor” (note the use of small capitals).

£/DL goto Pharaoh and perform all the miracles [ have em-

~ily had stopped for the night, the Lorp confronted him

“Then the Lorp told him, “Reach out and grabitstail.”So b
‘oses reached out and grabbed it, and it turned back intoa w
hepherd’s staff in his hand. h
*"Perform this sign,” the Lorp told him. “Then they will
“=lieve that the Lorp, the God of their ancestors—the God d
* Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—really tt

“2s appeared to you.” tc

“Then the Lorb said to Moses, “Now put your hand in- A
=2 your cloak.” So Moses put his hand inside his cloak, cc

2d when he took it out again, his hand was white as snow

“1h a severe skin disease.* 7“Now putyour hand back into th
Jur cloak,” the Lorb said. So Moses put his hand back in, th

=d when he took it out again, it was as healthy astherestof 1lo
s body. co

“The Lorp said to Moses, “If they do not believe youand th
"2 not convinced by the first miraculous sign, they will be ha
“nvinced by the second sign. 9And if they don’t believe you
- listen to you even after these two signs, then take some M

vzter from the Nile River and pour it out on the dry ground.
od on 5

en you do, the water from the Nile will turn to blo
"2 ground.” isy
“But Moses pleaded with the Lorp, “O Lord, 'm not very the

220d with words. I never have been, and I'm not now, even

“ough you have spoken to me. I get tongue-tied, and my Wt
ords get tangled.” Lot
""Then the Lorp asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s

“outh? Who decides whether people speak or donotspeak, bre

=zr or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the Lorp? thr:
10w go! I will be with you as you speak, and I will instruct fice
2 Inwhat to say.” plag
V:But Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone ~ +

2. trac
“Then the Lorp became angry with Moses. “Allright,”he SLo

2. "Whatabout your brother, Aaron the Levite? Iknowhe  stoy
~=z2ks well. And look! He is on his way to meet you now. He

be delighted fo see you. 15Talk to him, and putthewords Mal
1is mouth. I will be with both of you as you speak, and I 6Th;
Instruct you both in what to do. 16Aaron will be your driv

“oxesman to the people. He will be your mouthpiece, and stra

- will stand in the place of God for him, telling him what 8Byt
“3y. 7And take your shepherd’s staff with you,and use it as be

perform the miraculous signs I have shown you.” they
God.
‘oses Returns to Egypt That

20 Moses went back home to Jethro, his father-in-law. 10
=ase let mereturn to my relatives in Egypt,” Moses said. “I peop
" Teven know if they are still alive.”

Tey more
50 In peace,” Jethro replied. ever:
“Before Moses left Midian, the Lorp said to him, “Return  befor

=2ypt, for all those who wanted to kill you have died.” Egypt
“So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey, 13)

"= headed back to the land of Egypt. Inhis hand he carried push

staff of God.

: when
“'And the Lorp toid Moses, “When you arrive back in

they
of the
ered you to do. But I will harden his heart so he will yester
2se to let the people go. 22Then you will tell him, “This 15§
hat the Lorp says: Israel is my firstborn son. 23 com- with }

wanded you, “Let my son 80, 50 he can worship me.” But begge

-2 you have refused, I will now kill your firstborn son!”  demar
““On the way to Egypt, at a place where Moses and his fault!
17B]
d was qbout tokill him. 25But Moses’ wife, Zipporah, took  you're
"t knife and circumcised her son. She touched his feet* 18Now
" the foreskin and said, “Now you are a bridegroom of you m
;th leprosy. The Hebrew word used here can describe various skin diseases. 4
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“Then the Lorp told him, “Reach out and grabits tail.”So blood tome.” 26(When she said.”a bridegroom of blood,” she
ses reached out and grabbed it, and it turned back into a was referring to the circumcision.) After that, the Lorp left

him alone.

* Perform this sign,” the Lorp told him. “Then theywill  2Now the Lorp had said to Aaron, “Go out into the wil-
eve that the Lorp, the God of their ancestors—the God  derness to meet Moses.” So Aaron went and met Moses at
-braham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—really the mountain of God, and he embraced him. Zﬂques then
2ppeared to you.” told Aaron everything the Lorp had commanded him to say.
Then the LoRp said to Moses, “Now put your hand in-  And he told him about the miraculous signs the Lorp had

vour cloak.” So Moses put his hand inside his cloak, commanded him to perform,

- when he took it out again, his hand was white as Snow  2*Then Moses and Aaron returned to Egyptand called_ all

= severe skin disease.* 7“Now put your hand back into the elders of Israel together. 3°Aaron told them everythmg
“cloak,” the Lorp said. So Moses put his hand back in, the Lorp had told Moses, and Moses performed the miracu-
Nen he took it out again, it was as healthy as therestof lous signs as they watched. 31Then the people of Israel were
>ody. convinced that the Lorp had sent Moses and Aaron. When
¢ Lorp said to Moses, “If they do not believe you and they heard that the Lorp was concerned about them and

“Ot convinced by the first miraculous sign, they will be had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.

"ced by the second sign. °And if they don't believe you
<N t0 you even after these two signs, then take some Moses and Aaron Speak to Pharaoh
“from the Nile River and pour it out on the dry ground. After this presentation to Israel’s leaders, Moses and
- vou do, the water from the Nile will turn to blood on Aaron went and spoke to Pharaoh. They told him, “This
und.” iswhat the Lorb, the God of Israel, says: Let my people £05s0
-1t Moses pleaded with the Lorp, “0 Lord, I'm not very they may hold a festival in my honor in the wilderness.”
1th words. I never have been, and I'm notnow,even  2“[s that so?” retorted Pharaoh. “And who is the Lorp?
* you have spoken to me, I get tongue-tied, and my Why should Ilisten to him and let Israel go?Idon’t know the
zet tangled.” Lorp, and I will not let Israel go.”
““en the Lorp asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s  3But Aaron and Moses persisted. “The God of the He-
*" Who decides whether people speak or donot speak, brews has met with us,” they declared. “So let us take a
* do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the Lorp? three-day journey into the wilderness so we can offer sacri-
=0 Twill be with you as you speak, and I will instruct fices to the Lorp our God. If we don't, he will kill us with a
nat to say.” plague or with the sword.”
< Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone “Pharaoh replied, “Moses and Aaron, why are you dis-
tracting the people from their tasks? Get back to work!
=7 the Lorp became angrywith Moses. “All right"he SLook, thereare many of
“atabout your brother, Aaron the Levite? | know he stopping them from their w;
=ll. And look! He is on his way to meet you now. He

to the Egyptian slave
and the Israelite foremen: Do not supply any more

people get it themselyes!

“nd take your shepherd’s staff with you, and use it
7 the miraculous signs I have shown you.”

“zturns to Egypt

= went back home to Jethro, his father-in-law.
Tiereturn to my relatives in Egypt,” Moses said.

That will teach them to listen to lies!”
1980 the slave drivers and foremen went out and told the
, 1 lative “I people: “This is what Pharaoh says: I will not provide any
Ly ow if they are still alive.” more straw for you. 11Go and getityourselves. Find it wher.
“=ace,” Jethro replied. €Ver you can. But you must produce just as many bricks as
- Voses left Midian, the Lorp said tohim, “Return  beforel” 1280 the people scattered throughout the land of
rall those_ wh_o wanted to kill you have died.” Egypt in search of stubble to use as straw.
S t 3Meanwhile, the Egyptian slave drivers continued to
102 k gypt. In his hand he carried push hard. “Meet your daily quota of bricks, just as you did
>od when we provided you with straw!” they demanded. 14Then

= Lorp toid Moses, “When you arrive back i
“naraoh and perform all the miraclesI have em- ;
- 10 do. But I will harden his heart so he will yesterday or today?” they demanded.

~1¢ people go. 22Then you will tel] him, ‘This 158 the Israelite foremen went to Pharaoh and pleaded
~RD says: Israel is my firstborn son. 1 com-  with him, “Please don't treat your servants like this,” they
- Let my son 80, 50 he can worship me.” But begged. 16“We are given no straw, but the slave drivers still
- refused, Iwill now kil] your firstborn son!’” demand, ‘Make bricks!’ We are being beaten, but it isn't our
=¥ to Egypt, at a place where Moses and his  fault! Your own people are to blamel”

oped folf the night, the Lorp confronted him 7But Pharaoh shouted, “You're just lazy! Lazy! That's why
= tokill hlm. 2But Moses’ wife, Zipporah, took you're saying, ‘Let us 80 and offer sacrifices to the Lorp.’
dc 'rcumcised her son. She touched his feet* 18Now get back to work! No straw will be given to you bu.t
11 and said, “Now you are a bridegroom of you must still produce the ful] quota of bricks.” '
"2 Hebrew word used here can describe various skin diseases.  4:25 The Hebrew word for “feet” may refer here to the male
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19The Israelite foremen could see that they were in
serious trouble when they were told, “You must not reduce
the number of bricks you make each day.” 20As they left Pha-
raoh’s court, they confronted Moses and Aaron, who were
waiting outside for them. 21The foremen said to them, “May
the Loro judge and punish you for making us stink before
Pharaoh and his officials. You have put a sword into their
hands, an excuse to kill us!”

22Then Moses went back to the Lorp and protested,
“Why have you brought all this trouble on your own people,
Lord? Why did you send me? ZEver since I came to Pharaoh
as your spokesman, he has been even more brutal to your
people. And you have done nothing to rescue them!”

Promises of Deliverance

6 Then the Lorb told Moses, “Now you will see what I will
do to Pharaoh. When he feels the force of my strong

hand, he will let the people go. In fact, he will force them to

leave his land!”

2And God said to Moses, “I am Yahweh—‘the Lorp."* 3[
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as El-Shaddai—
‘God Almighty*—but I did not reveal my name, Yahweh, to
them. 4And I reaffirmed my covenant with them. Under its
terms, I promised to give them the land of Canaan, where
they were living as foreigners. 5You can be sure that I have
heard the groans of the people of Israel, who are now slaves
to the Egyptians. And I am well aware of my covenant with
them.

“Therefore, say to the people of Israel: ' am the Lorp. I
will free you from your oppression and will rescue you from
your slavery in Egypt. I will redeem you with a powerful arm
and great acts of judgment. 7I will claim you as my own peo-
ple, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the
Lorp your God who has freed you from your oppression in
Egypt. 8T will bring you into the land I swore to give to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. I will give it to you as your very own
possession. I am the Lorp!"”

°So Moses told the people of Israel what the Lorp had
said, but they refused to listen anymore. They had become
too discouraged by the brutality of their slavery.

19Then the Lorp said to Moses, 1“Go back to Pharaoh,
the king of Egypt, and tell him to let the people of Israel leave
his country.”

12“But Lorp!” Moses objected. “My own people won't lis-
ten to me anymore. How can I expect Pharaoh to listen? I'm
such a clumsy speaker!*”

"3But the Lorp spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them
orders for the Israelites and for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.
The Lorp commanded Moses and Aaron to lead the people
of Israel out of Egypt.

The Ancestors of Moses and Aaron
"4These are the ancestors of some of the clans of Israel:

The sons of Reuben, Israel’s oldest son, were Hanoch, Palluy,
Hezron, and Carmi. Their descendants became the clans
of Reuben.

15The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin,
Zohar, and Shaul. (Shaul’s mother was a Canaanite
woman.) Their descendants became the clans of
Simeon.

'6These are the descendants of Levi, as listed in their
family records: The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath,
and Merari. (Levi lived to be 137 years old.)

17The descendants of Gershon included Libni and
Shimei, each of whom became the ancestor of a clan.

'8The descendants of Kohath included Amram, Izhar, l
Hebron, and Uzziel. (Kohath lived to be 133 years old.)

19The descendants of Merari included Mahli and
Mushi. g

These are the clans of the Levites, as listed in their family:
records.

“0Amram married his father's sister Jochebed, and she gave ‘,
birth to his sons, Aaron and Moses. (Amram lived to be
137 years old.)

21The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and Zicri.

22The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.

#Aaron married Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab and
sister of Nahshon, and she gave birth to his sons, Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

24The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph.
Their descendants became the clans of Korah.

25Eleazar son of Aaron married one of the daughters of
Putiel, and she gave birth to his son, Phinehas.

These are the ancestors of the Levite families, listed accord-

ing to their clans.

*6The Aaron and Moses named in this list are the same
ones to whom the Loro said, “Lead the people of Israel out
of the land of Egypt like an army.” 27It was Moses and Aaron
who spoke to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, about leading the
people of Israel out of Egypt.

28When the Lorp spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt
Zhe said to him, “I am the Lorp! Tell Pharaoh, the king of
Egypt, everything I am telling you.” 30But Moses argued with
the Lorp, saying, “I can't do it! I'm such a clumsy speaker:
Why should Pharaoh listen to me?”

Aaron’s Staff Becomes a Serpent

Then the Lorb said to Moses, “Pay close attention te

this. Iwill make you seem like God to Pharaoh, and your
brother, Aaron, will be your prophet. 2Tell Aaron everything
I command you, and Aaron must command Pharaoh to Ie.
the people of Israel leave his country. 3But I will make Pha
raoh'’s heart stubborn so I can multiply my miraculous signs
and wonders in the land of Egypt. “Even then Pharaoh wil
refuse to listen to you. So I will bring down my fist on Egypt
Then I will rescue my forces—my people, the Israelites—
from the land of Egypt with great acts of judgment. SWhen?
raise my powerful hand and bring out the Israelites, the
Egyptians will know that I am the Lorp.”

S0 Moses and Aaron did just as the Lorp had com
manded them. ’Moses was eighty years old, and Aaron wa
eighty-three when they made their demands to Pharach.

8Then the Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, %“Pharach wil
demand, ‘Show me a miracle.” When he does this, say &
Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down in front of Phe
raoh, and it will become a serpent.*”

1950 Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did what ti
Lorp had commanded them. Aaron threw down his stz
before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a serpemt
""Then Pharaoh called in his own wise men and sorceres
and these Egyptian magicians did the same thing with ther
magic. 2They threw down their staffs, which also became
serpents! But then Aaron’s staff swallowed up their stafss
'3Pharaoh’s heart, however, remained hard. He still refuset
to listen, just as the Lorp had predicted.

6:2 Yahweh is a transliteration of the proper name YHWH that is sometimes rendered “Jehovah”; in this translation it is usually rendered “the LORD” (note &
6:3 El-Shaddai, which means “God Almighty,” is the name for God used in Gen 1 7:1;28:3;35:11;43:14;48:3.  6:12 Hebrew [hze
02 seamonster. Greek version translates it “dragon.”

use of small capitals).
7:9 Hebrew tannin, which elsewhere refers t

“ Plague of Blood
“Then the Lorb said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stub- God
20rn,* and he still refuses to let the people go. 1580 go to  cials
“haraoh in the morning as he 8oes down to the river. Stand Rive
1 the bank of the Nile and meet him there. Be sure to take 12
z0ong the staff that turned into a snake. '6Then announceto criec
=m, ‘The Lorp, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to tell Phar
7u, “Let my people go, so they can worship me in the wil- The
-=rness.” Until now, you have refused to listen to him. 17So  died.
715 Is what the Lorb says: “I will show you that I am the rible
-0rD." Look! I will strike the water of the Nile with this staff lief h
m y.hand, and the river will turn to blood, 8The fish in it Mose
*I die, and the river will stink. The Egyptians will not be
>'¢ to drink any water from the Nile.’” A Pl
_fThen the Lorp said to Moses: “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your 16§ f
#IT and raise your hand over the waters of Egypt—all its and s
“VErs, canals, ponds, and all the reservoirs. Turn all the gnats
=ter to blood. Everywhere in Egypt the water will turn to did ju
3 d even the water stored in wooden bowls and stone raised
infest
anima

The

50 Moses and Aaron did just as the Lorp commanded
“2m. As Pharaoh and all of his officials watched, Aaron 8Phar
“sed his staff and struck the water of the Nile. Suddenly, secret
“2 whole river turned to blood! 21The fish in the river died, everyo

and the Wwater became so foul that the Egyptians couldn’t 1947
<0k it. There was blood everywhere throughout the land Pharac

“gyPt. 22But again the magicians of Egypt used their listen t

72g1¢, and they, too, turned water into blood. So Pharaoh’s
=3It remained hard. He refused to listen to Moses and A Plac
“0n, just as the Lorp had predicted, #Pharaoh returned 20Then
Nis palace and put the whole thing out of his mind. and sta
‘hen all the Egyptians dug along the riverbank to find tohim,
“7IXIng water, for they couldn’t drink the water from the can wo

. : flies on
=Seven days passed from the time the Lorb struck the The Egy
e will be ¢
A ion of
* Plague of Frogs ﬁ]\ere. T

8 "*Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Go back to Pharaoh present
and announce to him, “This is What the Lorp says; Let distincti
™ people 80, so they can worship me. 2If you refuse to let raculous
=M go, Iwill send a plague of frogs across your entire land. 24Ang
e N 11@ River will swarm with frogs. They will come upout flies fille
e river and into your palace, even into your bedroom The who
"= onto your bed! They will enter the houses of your offi- 25Pha;
=5 and your people. They will even jump into your ovens ahead an
< your kneading bowls, “Frogs will jump on you, yourpeo- here in tt
and all your officials.’” 26But |
““Then the Lorb said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Raise the tians dete
<1 In your hand over all the rivers, canals, and ponds of Look, if w
"Dt and bring up frogs over all the land.’” 680 Aaron see us, th
ed his hand over the waters of Egypt, and frogs came up into the v
- Covered the whole land! 7But the magicians were able to justas he
ne same thing with their magic. They, too, caused frogs 28|y
-oMe up on the land of Egypt. into the w
T hen.Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and begged, But don’t ;
=2d with the Lorp 10 Take the frogs away from me and 2Mose
oeople. T will let your people go, so they can offer sacri- the Loro,
=5 to the Lorp.” from you
You set the time!” Moses replied. “Tell me when you  warning yr
“Lme to pray for you, your officials, and your people. the people
=1 you and your houses will be rid of the frogs. They will 3080 Mc
~zin only in the Nile River.” Lorp to re
“Do it tomorrow,” Pharaoh said. asked and
All right,” Moses replied, “it will be as you have said. raoh, his of

o , .a‘brew heavy. 8:1 Verses 8:1-4 are numbered 7:26-29 inHebrew text.  8:5 Verses 8
"isheart heavy; alsoin 8:32.  8:23 Asin Greek and Latin versions; Hebrew reads I will s
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page39...EXODUS 8

* Plague of Blood Then you will know that there is no one like the Lorp our
“Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stub- God. 11The frogs will leave you and your houses, your offi-
“orn,* and he still refuses to let the people go. 1580 go to cials, and your people. They will remain only in the Nile
“araoh in the morning as he goes down to the river. Stand River.”

" the bank of the Nile and meet him there. Be sure to take 1250 Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh’s palace, and Moses
ng the staff that turned into a snake. '6Then announce to cried out to the Lorp about the frogs he had inflicted on
7, 'The Lorp, the God of the Hebrews, has sentme to tell Pharaoh. 13And the Lorp did just what Moses had predicted.
2 "Let my people go, so they can worship me in the wil- The frogs in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields all
Tess.” Until now, you have refused to listen to him. 17So  died. 14The Egyptians piled them into great heaps, and a ter-
is what the Loro says: “T will show you that [ am the rible stench filled the land. SBut when Pharaoh saw that re-
«0." Look! Twill strike the water of the Nile with this staff lief had come, he became stubborn.* He refused to listen to

71y hand, and the river will turn to blood. 18The fish init Moses and Aaron, just as the Lorp had predicted.

die, and the river will stink. The Egyptians will not be
= to drink any water from the Nile.”” A Plague of Gnats

“Then the Lorb said to Moses: “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your 650 the Lorp said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Raise your staff
© and raise your hand over the waters of Egypt—all its and strike the ground. The dust will turn into swarms of
s, canals, ponds, and all the reservoirs. Turn all the gnats throughout the land of Egypt.”” 17So Moses and Aaron
< to blood. Everywhere in Egypt the water will turn to  did just as the Lorp had commanded them. When Aaron
1, even the water stored in wooden bowls and stone raised his hand and struck the ground with his staff, gnats
' infested the entire land, covering the Egyptians and their
animals. All the dust in the land of Egypt turned into gnats.
'8Pharaoh’s magicians tried to do the same thing with their
secret arts, but this time they failed. And the gnats covered

50 Moses and Aaron did just as the Lorp commanded

1. As Pharaoh and all of his officials watched, Aaron
1 his staff and struck the water of the Nile. Suddenly,
hole river turned to blood! 2'The fish in the river died, everyone, people and animals alike.

e water became so foul that the Egyptians couldn’t  19“This is the finger of God!" the magicians exclaimed to
~ it. There was blood everywhere throughout the land Pharaoh. But Pharaoh’s heart remained hard. He wouldn’t
“2/pt. 22But again the magicians of Egypt used their listen to them, just as the Lorp had predicted.

- and they, too, turned water into blood. So Pharaoh’s
~ remained hard. He refused to listen to Moses and A Plague of Flies

= ust as the Lorp had predicted. 23Pharaoh returned 20Then the Lorp told Moses, “Get up early in the morning

* palace and put the whole thing out of his mind. and standin Pharaoh’s way as he goes down to the river. Say

-1 all the Egyptians dug along the riverbank to find to him, ‘This is what the Lorb says: Let my people go, so they

ng water, for they couldn’t drink the water from the can worship me. 2'If you refuse, then I will send swarms of
flies on you, your officials, your people, and all the houses.
The Egyptian homes will be filled with flies, and the ground
will be covered with them. 22But this time I will spare the re-
gion of Goshen, where my people live. No flies will be found
there. Then you will know that I am the Lorp and that I am
¢ Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Go back to Pharaoh present even in the heart of your land. 21 will make a clear
= “d announce to him, ‘This is what the Lorp says: Let distinction between* my people and your people. This mi-

“ple go, so they can worship me. 2If you refuse to let raculous sign will happen tomorrow."”
=0 I will send a plague of frogs acrossyour entireland. ~ 24And the Lorp did just as he had said. A thick swarm of
e River will swarm with frogs. They will come upout flies filled Pharaoh’s palace and the houses of his officials.
river and into your palace, even into your bedroom The whole land of Egypt was thrown into chaos by the flies.
~0 your bed! They will enter the houses of your offi-  25Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron. “All right! Go
~d your people. They will even jump into your ovens ahead and offer sacrifices to your God,” he said. “But do it

- kneading bowls. “Frogs will jump on you, yourpeo- here in this land.”

2 zllyour officials.’” 26But Moses replied, “That wouldn’t be right. The Egyp-

“=n the Lorp said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Raise the tians detest the sacrifices that we offer to the Lorb our God.
our hand over all the rivers, canals, and ponds of Look, i

“ven days passed from the time the Lorp struck the

zgue of Frogs

zred th_e who_le land! 7But the magicians were able to just as he has commanded us.”
“me thing with their magic. They, too, caused frogs 28“All right, go ahead,” Pharaoh replied. “I will let you go
“pon the land of Egypt. into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lorb your God.

~ Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and begged, Butdon'’t go too far away. Now hurry and pray for me.”
th thg LORD 70 Take the frogs away from me and 2Moses answered, “As soon as I leave you, I will pray to
e I will !Iet your people go, so they can offer sacri- the Lorb, and tomorrow the swarms of flies will disappear
- Lorp.” . ) from you and your officials and all your people. But I am
set the time!” Moses replgeq, “Tell me when you warning you, Pharaoh, don't lie to us again and refuse to let

10 pray for you, your officials, and your people. the people go to sacrifice to the Lorp.”

- 2nd your h_ousgs willberid of the frogs. They will 3080 Moses left Pharaoh’s palace and pleaded with the
"y In the Nile River.” Lorp to remove all the flies. 31And the Lorp did as Moses
omorrow,” Phqraoh said. asked and caused the swarms of flies to disappear from Pha-
=1L" Moses replied, “it will be as you have said. raoh, his officials, and his people. Not a single fly remained

“zavy. 8:1 YErses 8:1-4 are nqmbered 7:26-29in Hebrew text.  8:5 Verses 8:5-32 are numbered 8:1-28 in Hebrew text. & 15¢
vy;alsoin 8:32.  8:23 Asin Greek and Latin versions; Hebrew reads I will set redemption between.




EXODUS 9...page40

32But Pharaoh again became stubborn and refused to let the
people go.

A Plague against Livestock
9 “Go back to Pharaoh,” the Lorp commanded Moses.
“Tell him, ‘This is what the Lorp, the God of the He-
brews, says: Let my people go, so they can worship me. 2If
you continue to hold them and refuse to let them go, 3the
hand of the Lorp will strike all your livestock—your horses,
donkeys, camels, cattle, sheep, and goats—with a deadly
plague. 4But the Lorp will again make a distinction between
the livestock of the Israelites and that of the Egyptians. Not a
single one of Israel’s animals will die! 5The Lorb has already
set the time for the plague to begin. He has declared that he
will strike the land tomorrow.””
6And the Lorp did just as he had said. The next morning
all the livestock of the Egyptians died, but the Israelites
didn’t lose a single animal. 7Pharaoh sent his officials to in-
vestigate, and they discovered that the Israelites had not lost
a single animal! But even so, Pharaoh'’s heart remained stub-
born,* and he still refused to let the people go.

A Plague of Festering Boils
8Then the Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of
soot from a brick kiln, and have Moses toss it into the air
while Pharaoh watches. °The ashes will spread like fine dust
over the whole land of Egypt, causing festering boils to
break out on people and animals throughout the land.”
1980 they took soot from a brick kiln and went and stood
before Pharaoh. As Pharaoh watched, Moses threw the soot
into the air, and boils broke out on people and animals alike.
1Even the magicians were unable to stand before Moses,
because the boils had broken out on them and all the Egyp-
tians. 2But the Lorp hardened Pharaoh'’s heart, and just as
the Lorp had predicted to Moses, Pharaoh refused to listen.

A Plague of Hail

13Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning
and stand before Pharaoh. Tell him, ‘This is what the Lorp,
the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so they can
worship me. 14If you don’t, I will send more plagues on you*
and your officials and your people. Then you will know that
there is no one like me in all the earth. 15By now I could have
lifted my hand and struck you and your people with a plague
to wipe you off the face of the earth. 16But I have spared you
for a purpose—to show you my power* and to spread my
fame throughout the earth. 17But you still lord it over my
people and refuse to let them go. 18So tomorrow at this time
T'will send a hailstorm more devastating than any in all the
history of Egypt. 1*Quick! Order your livestock and servants
to come in from the fields to find shelter. Any person or ani-
mal left outside will die when the hail falls.””

20Some of Pharaoh’s officials were afraid because of
what the Lorp had said. They quickly brought their servants
and livestock in from the fields. 2'But those who paid no at-
tention to the word of the Lorb left theirs out in the open.

22Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Lift your hand toward
the sky so hail may fall on the people, the livestock, and all
the plants throughout the land of Egypt.”

2380 Moses lifted his staff toward the sky, and the Lorp
sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed toward the
earth. The Lorp sent a tremendous hailstorm against all the
land of Egypt. 24Never in all the history of Egypt had there
been a storm like that, with such devastating hail and con-
tinuous lightning. It left all of Egypt in ruins. The hail

9:7 Hebrew heavy. 9:14 Hebrew on your heart. 9:16 Greek version reads to display my power in you; compare Rom 9:17.
10:1 Hebrew have made his heart and his officials’ hearts heavy.

heart heavy.

struck down everything in the open field—people, animals,
and plants alike. Even the trees were destroyed. 26The only
place without hail was the region of Goshen, where the peo-
ple of Israel lived.

27Then Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron.
“This time I have sinned,” he confessed. “The Lorb is the
righteous one, and my people and I are wrong. 28Please beg
the Loro to end this terrifying thunder and hail. We've had
enough. I will let you go; you don’t need to stay any longer.”

29" All right,” Moses replied. “As soon as I leave the city, I
will lift my hands and pray to the Lorp. Then the thunder
and hail will stop, and you will know that the earth belongs
to the Lorb. 39But I know that you and your officials still do
not fear the Lorp God.”

31(All the flax and barley were ruined by the hail, because
the barley had formed heads and the flax was budding.
32But the wheat and the emmer wheat were spared, because
they had not yet sprouted from the ground.)

3350 Moses left Pharaoh’s court and went out of the city.
‘When he lifted his hands to the Lorp, the thunder and hail
stopped, and the downpour ceased. 34But when Pharaoh
saw that the rain, hail, and thunder had stopped, he and his
officials sinned again, and Pharach again became stub-
born.* 35Because his heart was hard, Pharach refused to let
the people leave, just as the Lorp had predicted through
Moses..

A Plague of Locusts
1 Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Return to Pharach and
make your demands again. I have made him and his
officials stubborn* so I can display my miraculous signs
among them. 2['ve also done it so you can tell your children
and grandchildren about how I made a mockery of the
Egyptians and about the signs I displayed among them—and
so you will know that I am the Lorp.”

3S0 Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This i¢
what the Lorb, the God of the Hebrews, says: How long wil
you refuse to submit to me? Let my people go, so they car
worship me. 4If you refuse, watch out! For tomorrow I wil
bring a swarm of locusts on your country. They will cover
the land so that you won't be able to see the ground. Thes
will devour what little is left of your crops after the hait
storm, including all the trees growing in the fields. éThes
will overrun your palaces and the homes of your officiak
and all the houses in Egypt. Never in the history of Egypt
have your ancestors seen a plague like this one!” And with
that, Moses turned and left Pharaoh.

7Pharaoh’s officials now came to Pharaoh and appealet
to him. “How long will you let this man hold us hostage? L&
the men go to worship the Lorp their God! Don't you realiz
that Egypt lies in ruins?”

850 Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. “AF
right,” he told them, “go and worship the Lorp your God. Bar
who exactly will be going with you?”

?Moses replied, “We will all go—young and old, our som
and daughters, and our flocks and herds. We must all joz
together in celebrating a festival to the Lorp.”

10Pharaoh retorted, “The Lorp will certainly need to &
with you if I let you take your little ones! I can see throug®
your evil plan. "Never! Only the men may go and worshs
the Loro, since that is what you requested.” And Pharase
threw them out of the palace.

12Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Raise your hand over &%
land of Egypt to bring on the locusts. Let them cover the lzmt
and devour every plant that survived the hailstorm.”

9:34 Hebrew made his

4 Plague of Darkness
Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Lift your hand to ivi
“caven, and the land of Egypt will be co{/ered with a t;\z]aiid o
“=ss so thick you can feel it.” 2280 Moses lifted hishand to one-
¢ sky, and a deep darkness covered the entire land of 6
-2ypt for three days. 2During all that time the people could nijn
“Otsee each other, and no one moved. But there was lightas whgl
sual where the people of Israel lived.
24F'iynally, Pharaoh called for Moses. “Go and worship the of tt
JrD,” he said. “But leave your flocks and herds here. You doorf
3y even take your little ones with you.”
No Moses said, “you must provide us with animals for along
zcrifices and burnt offerings to the Lorp our God. 26Allour Dor
=stock must go with us, too; not a hoof can be left behind. anim;
& must choose our sacrifices for the Lorp our God from be ro
“long these animals. And we won’t know how we are to morn

i1

£31n.

1380 Moses raised his staff over Egypt, and the Lorp a\

caused an east wind to blow over the land all that dayand 7B
rough the night. When morning arrived, the east wind a ¢
“ad brought the locusts. 14And the locusts swarmed over the di:
"ole land of Egypt, settling in dense swarms fromoneend off
of thg country to the other. It was the worst locust plaguein me
E gyptian history, and there has never been another one like oy
'*For the locusts covered the whole country and dark- ger
ened the !and. They devoured every plant in the fields and
all frlll; frlunfon thle tfrees tgat had survived the hailstorm. Not list
# single leaf was left on the
nci ot B trees and plants throughout the the

) acl
'sPharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron. “Lhave rao

:,ned agfinst the LORI.) your God and against you,” he con- cou
:‘>sed. 17“Forgive my sin, just this once, and plead with the
-ORD your God to take away this death from me.”

'8S0 Moses left Pharaoh’s court and pleaded with the i

_ORD. 9The Loro responded by shifting the wind, and the 1
‘rong west wind blew the locusts into the Red Sea.* Not a A !
sngle locust remained in all the land of Egypt. 20But the tharf
-0RrD hardened Pharaoh’s heart again, so he refused to let e
"2 people go. sy

cho
eact
mal,

how

their

Same

ip the Lorp until we get there.” 11

ij%ut the Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart oncemore,and fully
e would not let “them 80. 28“Get out of here!” Pharach stick i
Juted at Moses. “I'm warningyou. Never come back tosee LoRrp’

—_-Vagain! The day you see my face, you will die!” of Egy
»’“\”/ery Wwell,” Moses replied. “I will never see your face male :
agains

7 blood
~zath for Egypt’s Firstborn house:

7 7 Then the Lorp said to Moses, “I will strike Pharaoh Pass o

and the land of Egypt with one more blow. After that, Strike

zraoh will let you leave this country. In fact, he willbe sg 4T
zer to get rid of you that he will force youalltoleave. 2Tell to gen
‘e Israelite men and women to ask their Egyptianneigh- the Lo
s for articles of silver and gold.” 3(Now the Lorp had bread
-sed the Egyptians to look favorably on the people of Is- of the
*. And Moses was considered a very greatmanintheland Anyong
E gl)ép;iiies?ected by Pharaoh’s officials and the Egyptian days of
D e.
“Moses had announced to Pharaoh, “This is what the enth d
D says: At midnight tonight I will pass through the heart assemb
=8ypt. SAll the firstborn sons will die in every family in except
ot, from the oldest son of Pharaoh, who sits on his

rael. 16(

17“Ce

“ne, to the oldest son of his lowliest servant gi i

on ) girl who remind
ds the flour. Even the firstborn of all the livestock will Egypt o
“Then a loud wail will rise throughout the land of Egypt, for you;

7 Hebrew sea of reeds.

12:11 Hebrew Bind up Your loins.
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'*S0 Moses raised his staff over Egypt, and the Lorp a wail like no one has heard before or will ever hear again.

zused an east wind to blow over the land all that day and 7But among the Israelites it will be so peaceful that not even
“rough the night. When morning arrived, the east wind a dog will bark. Then you will know that the Lorp makes a

"ole land of Egypt, settling in dense swarms from one end officials of Egypt will run to me and fall to the ground before

- the country to the other. It was the worst locust plaguein me. ‘Please leavel’ they will beg. ‘Hurry! And take all your fol-
Zvptian history, and there has never been another one like lowers withyou.’ Only then will I go!" Then, burning with an-

°For the locusts covered the whole country and dark- ger, Moses left Pharaoh,

I i L °Now the Lorp had told Moses earlier, “Pharaoh will not
the fruit on the trees that had survived the hailstorm. Not listen to you, but then Twill do even more mighty miracles in
ngle leaf was left on the trees and plants throughout the  he land of Egypt.” 19Moses and Aaron performed these mir-

acles in Pharaoh’s presence, but the Lorp hardened Pha-
*Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron. “Thave raoh's heart, and he wouldn't let the Israelites leave the

“ned against the Lorp your God and against you,” he con- country.

sed. 7"Forgive my sin, just this once, and plead with the

The First Passover
*So Moses left Pharaoh’s court and pleaded with the While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the
0. 1The Lorb responded by shifting the wind, and the 1 Lorp gave the following instructions to Moses and
“ng west wind blew the locusts into the Red Sea*Nota Agrop: 2"From now on, this month will be the first month of
I u. 3Announce to the whole community of Is-
*0 hardened Pharaoh’s heart again, so he refused to let rael that on the tenth day of this month each family must
people go. choose alamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for
each household. If a family is too small to eat a whole ani-
“lague of Darkness mal, let them share with another family in the neighborhood.
“en the Lorp said to Moses, “Lift your hand toward Divide the animal according to the size of each family and
en, and the land of Egypt will be covered with a dark- how much they can eat. SThe animal you select must be a
5o thick you can feel it.” 2250 Moses lifted his hand to one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects,
*ky, and a deep darkness covered the entire land of  6“Take special care of this chosen animal until the eve-

otfor three days. 22Duringall that time the people could ning of the fourteenth day of this first month. Then the
*ee each other, and no one moved. But there waslightas whole assembly
where the people of Israel lived.

“inally, Pharaoh called for Moses, “Go and worship the of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the
>.” he said. “But leave your flocks and herds here. You doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. 8That
=ven take your little ones with you.” same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it
No,” Moses said, “you must provide us with animals for along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast.
-Ices and burnt offerings to the Lorp our God. 2Allour ?Do not eat any of the meat raw or boiled in water. The whole
ock must go with us, too; not a hoof can be left behind. animal—including the head, legs, and internal organs—must
“lust choose our sacrifices for the Lorp our God from  be roasted over a fire. 1°Do not leave any of it until the next
g these animals. And we won't know how we are to morning. Burn whatever is not eaten before morning.
7ip the Lorp until we get there.” ""“These are your instructions for eating this meal: Be
“ut the Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart oncemore,and fully dressed,* wear your sandals, and carry your walking
uld not let them go. 28“Get out of here!” Pharaoh stick in your hand. Eat the meal with urgency, for this is the
=d at Moses. “I'm warning you. Never come back to see Loro's Passover. 120n that night I'will pass through the land
=2In! The day you see my face, you will diel” of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn
ery well,” Moses replied. “I will never see your face male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment
against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the Loro! 3Byt the
blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the
1 for Egypt'’s Firstborn houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will
Then the Lorp said to Moses, “ will strike Pharaoh bass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when
:nd the land of Egypt with one more blow, After that, Strike the land of Egypt.
1 will let you leave this country. In fact, he will be so 14“This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation
> getrid of you that he will force youall to leave. 2Tell to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to
raelite men and women to ask their Egyptian neigh- the Lorp. This is a law for all time. 'SFor seven days the
- articles of silver and gold.” 3(Now the Lorp had bread you eat must be made without yeast. On the first day
the Egyptians to look favorably on the people of Is- of the festival, remove every trace of yeast from your homes,
~d Moses was considered a very greatmanintheland Anyone who eats bread made with yeast during the seven
- Tespected by Pharaoh’s officials and the Egyptian - days of the festival will be cut off from the community of Is-
alike)) rael. 160n the first day of the festival and again on the sey-
es had announced to Pharaoh, “This is what the enthday,all the people must observe an official day for holy
* Atmidnight tonight I will pass through the heart ~assembly. No work of any kind may be done on these days
- “All the firstborn sons will die in every family in except in the preparation of food.
rom the oldest son of Pharaoh, who sits on his 17"Celebrate this Festival of Unleavened Bread, for it will
0 the oldest son of his lowliest servant girl who remind you that I brought your forces out of the land of
"¢ flour. Even the firstborn of all the livestock will Egypt on this very day. This festival will be a 1
=1 a loud wail will rise throughout the land of Egypt, for you; celebrate this day from generation t
“=wseaofreeds. 12:11 Hebrew Bind up your loins.
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18The bread you eat must be made without yeast from the
evening of the fourteenth day of the first month until the
evening of the twenty-first day of that month. *During
those seven days, there must be no trace of yeast in your
homes. Anyone who eats anything made with yeast during
this week will be cut off from the community of Israel.
These regulations apply both to the foreigners living among
you and to the native-born Israelites. 2During those days
you must not eat anything made with yeast. Wherever you
live, eat only bread made without yeast.”

21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel together and
said to them, “Go, pick out a lamb or young goat for each of
your families, and slaughter the Passover animal. 22Drain the
blood into a basin. Then take a bundle of hyssop branches
and dip it into the blood. Brush the hyssop across the top and
sides of the doorframes of your houses. And no one may go
out through the door until morning. 23For the Lorp will pass
through the land to strike down the Egyptians. But when he
sees the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe, the
Loro will pass over your home. He will not permit his death
angel to enter your house and strike you down.

24“Remember, these instructions are a permanent law
that you and your descendants must observe forever.
2sWhen you enter the land the Lorp has promised to give
you, you will continue to observe this ceremony. 26Then
your children will ask, “‘What does this ceremony mean?’
27And you will reply, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lorp,
for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt. And
though he struck the Egyptians, he spared our families.”
‘When Moses had finished speaking, all the people bowed
down to the ground and worshiped.

2850 the people of Israel did just as the Lorp had com-
manded through Moses and Aaron. 2And that night at mid-
night, the Lorp struck down all the firstborn sons in the
land of Egypt, from the firstborn son of Pharach, who sat on
his throne, to the firstborn son of the prisoner in the dun-
geon. Even the firstborn of their livestock were killed.
30Pharaoh and all his officials and all the people of Egypt
woke up during the night, and loud wailing was heard
throughout the land of Egypt. There was not a single house
where someone had not died.

Israel’s Exodus from Egypt
31Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron during the night. “Get
out!” he ordered. “Leave my people—and take the rest of the
Israelites with you! Go and worship the Lorp as you have re-
quested. 32Take your flocks and herds, as you said, and be
gone. Go, but bless me as you leave.” 33All the Egyptians
urged the people of Israel to get out of the land as quickly as
possible, for they thought, “We will all die!”

34The Israelites took their bread dough before yeast was
added. They wrapped their kneading boards in their cloaks
and carried them on their shoulders. 35And the people of Is-
rael did as Moses had instructed; they asked the Egyptians
for clothing and articles of silver and gold. 36The Lorp
caused the Egyptians to look favorably on the Israelites, and
they gave the Israelites whatever they asked for. So they
stripped the Egyptians of their wealth!

37That night the people of Israel left Rameses and started
for Succoth. There were about 600,000 men,* plus all the
women and children. 38A rabble of non-Israelites went with
them, along with great flocks and herds of livestock. 3°For
bread they baked flat cakes from the dough without yeast
they had brought from Egypt. It was made without yeast be-
12:37 Or fighting men, Hebrew reads men on foot.

cause the people were driven out of Egypt in such a hurry
that they had no time to prepare the bread or other food.
40The people of Israel had lived in Egypt* for 430 years.
41In fact, it was on the last day of the 430th year that all the
Lorp's forces left the land. 420n this night the Lorp kept his
promise to bring his people out of the land of Egypt. So this
night belongs to him, and it must be commemorated every
year by all the Israelites, from generation to generation.

Instructions for the Passover

43Then the Lorb said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the in-
structions for the festival of Passover. No outsiders are al-
lowed to eat the Passover meal. 44But any slave who has been
purchased may eat it if he has been circumcised. 4Tem-
porazy residents and hired servants may not eat it. 4Each
Passover lamb must be eaten in one house. Do not carry any
of its meat outside, and do not break any of its bones. 47The
whole community of Israel must celebrate this Passover fes-
tival.

48"If there are foreigners living among you who want to
celebrate the Lorp’s Passover, let all their males be circum-
cised. Only then may they celebrate the Passover with you
like any native-born Israelite. But no uncircumcised male
may ever eat the Passover meal. #This instruction applies to
everyone, whether a native-born Israelite or a foreigner liv-
ing among you.”

5030 all the people of Israel followed all the Lorp’s com-
mands to Moses and Aaron. 50n that very day the Lorp
brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt like an
army.

Dedication of the Firstborn ;
1 3 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2“Dedicate to me every
firstborn among the Israelites. The first offspring te
be born, of both humans and animals, belongs to me.”

380 Moses said to the people, “This is a day to remembes
forever—the day you left Egypt, the place of your slavery
Today the Lorp has brought you out by the power of his
mighty hand. (Remember, eat no food containing yeast*
4On this day in early spring, in the month of Abib,* you hawe
been set free. 5You must celebrate this event in this monte
each year after the Lorp brings you into the land of the C&
naanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites, and Jebusites. (He
swore to your ancestors that he would give you this land—
land flowing with milk and honey.) éFor seven days the
bread you eat must be made without yeast. Then on the sew
enth day, celebrate a feast to the Lorp. 7Eat bread withom
yeast during those seven days. In fact, there must be ne
yeast bread or any yeast at all found within the borders &
your land during this time.

8“On the seventh day you must explain to your children®

am celebrating what the Lorp did for me when I left Egypt *

9This annual festival will be a visible sign to you, like a maz

branded on your hand or your forehead. Let it remind yo& =

always to recite this teaching of the Lorp: ‘With a stromg

hand, the Lorp rescued you from Egypt.”* 19So observe the

decree of this festival at the appointed time each year.

gives you the land where the Canaanites now live, 12yos
must present all firstborn sons and firstborn male animag

to the Lorp, for they belong to him. 134 firstborn donkes

may be bought back from the Lorp by presenting a lamb&®

young goat in its place. But if you do not buy it back, ys&

12:40 Samaritan Pentateuch reads in Canaan and Egypt; Greek version reads in Egypt and Canaan.

13:4 Hebrew On this day in the month of Abib. This first month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of March and April
13:9 Or Let it remind you always to keep the instructions of the LORD on the tip of your tongue, because with a strong hand, the LORD rescued you from Egus
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“7d in the future, your children will ask you, ‘What ‘Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It's better to
< this mean?’ Then you will tell them, ‘With the power  be a slave in Egypt than a corpse in the wilderness!™”

"= s Wilderness Detour

page43.. .EXODUS 15

“reak its neck. However, you must buy back every us? Why did you make us leave Egypt? 12Didn’t we tell you
this would happen while we were still in Egypt? We said,

Tighty hand, the Lorp brought us out of Egypt, the 13But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand
“ our slavery. 'SPharaoh stubbornly refused to let us  still and watch the Loryp rescue you today. The Egyptians
“< Loro killed all the firstborn males throughout the you see today will never be seen again. #The Lorp himself
=2ypt, both people and animals. That is why Inow will fight for you. Just stay calm.”
he firstborn males to the Lorp—except that the
~.sons are always bought back.’ 16This ceremonywill Escape through the Red Sea

= mark branded on your hand or your forehead. Itisa 15Thep the Lorp said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to
=< thatthe power of the Lorp’s mighty hand brought  me? Tell the people to get moving! 16Pick up your staff and
" Egypt” raise your hand over the sea. Divide the water so the Israel-
ites can walk through the middle of the sea on dry ground.
7And Iwill harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they will
haraoh finally let the people go, God did not lead charge in after the Israelites. My great glory will be dis-
“1g the main road that runs through Philistine terri- played through Pharaoh and his troops, his chariots, and his
=" though that was the shortest route to the Prom- charioteers. '8When my glory is displayed through them, all

"= God said, “If the people are faced with a battle, Egypt will see my glory and know that I am the Lorp!”
=1t change their minds and return to Egypt.” 1880 "Then the angel of God, who had been leading the peo-
- ~em In a roundabout way through the wilderness ple of Israel, moved to the rear of the camp. The pillar of
= Red Sea.* Thus the Israelites left Egypt like an (jouq also moved from the front and stood behind them.
20The cloud settled between the Egyptian and Israelite

=y for battle *
= Took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph camps. As darkness fell, the cloud turned to fire, lighting up
the night. But the Egyptians and Israelites did not approach

= (e sons of Israel swear to do this. He said, “God
y come to help you. When he does, youmust each other all night.

&s with you from this place.” #Then Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the Lorp
lites left Succoth and camped at Etham on the opened up a path through the water with a strong east wind.
= wilderness. 2'The Lorp went ahead of them. He The wind blew all that night, turning the seabed into dry
™ during the day with a pillar of cloud, and he [ang 2250 the people of Israel walked through the middle of
2Nt at night with a pillar of fire. This allowed the se on dry ground, with walls of water on each side!
by day or by night. 22And the Lorndidnotre-  a7pen the Egyptians—all of Pharaolv’s horses, chariots,
-iar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in and charioteers—chased them into the middle of the sea.
= beople. 24But just before dawn the Lorp looked down on the Egyp-
tian army from the pillar of fire and cloud, and he threw
their forces into total confusion. 25He twisted* their chariot
Wheels, making their chariots difficult to drive. “Let’s get
out of here—away from these Israelites!” the Egyptians
shouted. “The Lorp is fighting for them against Egypt!”
26When all the Israelites had reached the other side, the
Lorb said to Moses, “Raise your hand over the sea again.
Then the waters will rush back and cover the Egyptians and
their chariots and charioteers.” 27S0 as the sun began torise,
Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the water rushed
back into its usual place. The Egyptians tried to escape, but
the Lorp swept them into the sea. 28Then the waters re-
turned and covered ali the chariots and charioteers—the en-
tire army of Pharaoh. Of all the Egyptians who had chased
- ! b the Israelites into the sea, not a single one survived.
=ngall those Israelite slaves get away? they  2opyt the people of Israel had walked through the middle
“=0h harnessed his chariot and called up his ¢ the sea on dry ground, as the water stood up like a wall on
ith him 600 of Egypt's best cha‘iots,along o iges. 3°That is how the Lorb rescued Israel from the
¢ chariots of Egypt, each with its COM-  hand of the Egyptians that day. And the Israelites saw the
=0 hardened the heart of Pharaoh, the king bodies of the Egyptiaris washed up on the seashore. "When
“sed after the people of Israel, who had left the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the Lorp had
- 1 defiance. *The Egyptians chased after unleashed against the Egyptians, they were filled with awe
- _0rees In Pharaoh’s army—all his horses 1epo o him. They put their faith in the Lorp and in his ser-
rioteers, and his troops. The Egyptians vant Moses.
ple of Israel as they were camped be-
ahiroth, across from Baal-zephon. A Song of Deliverance
oached, the people of Israel looked up Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to
Y saw the Egyptians overtaking them. 1 5 the LORD:
ORD, '"and they said to Moses, “Why ’
nere to die in the wilderness? Weren't “Iwill sing to the Lorp,
= for us in Egypt? What have you done to for he has triumphed gloriously;

< 13:18b Greek version reads left Egypt in the fifth generation. 14:4 Hebrew after them.  14:25 As in Greek version
= SiTiac version; Hebrew reads He removed.
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from Baal-zephon. *Then Pharach will think,
= are confused. They are trapped in the wilder-
“ce again Iwill harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he
=T you.* I have planned this in order to display
-zh Pharaoh and his whole army. After this the
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= 25 they were told.
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=d his officials changed their minds. “What
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he has hurled both horse and rider
into the sea.
2 The Lorb is my strength and my song;
he has given me victory.
This is my God, and I will praise him—
my father’s God, and I will exalt him!
3 The Lorbp is a warrior;
Yahweh* is his name!
4 Pharaoh’s chariots and army
he has hurled into the sea.
The finest of Pharaoh'’s officers
are drowned in the Red Sea.*
5 The deep waters gushed over them;
they sank to the bottom like a stone.

6 “Your right hand, O Lorp,
is glorious in power.
Your right hand, O Lorp,
smashes the enemy.
7 In the greatness of your majesty,
you overthrow those who rise against you.
You unleash your blazing fury;
it consumes them like straw.
8 At the blast of your breath,
the waters piled up!
The surging waters stood straight like a wall;
in the heart of the sea the deep waters became hard.

2 “The enemy boasted, ‘I will chase them

and catch up with them.

I will plunder them
and consume them.

I'will flash my sword;
my powerful hand will destroy them.’

10 But you blew with your breath,

and the sea covered them.

They sank like lead
in the mighty waters.

11 “Who is like you among the gods, O Lorp—
glorious in holiness,
awesome in splendor,
performing great wonders?
12 You raised your right hand,
and the earth swallowed our enemies.

13 “With your unfailing love you lead
the people you have redeemed.
In your might, you guide them
to your sacred home.
14 The peoples hear and tremble;
anguish grips those who live in Philistia.
15 The leaders of Edom are terrified;
the nobles of Moab tremble.
All who live in Canaan melt away;
terror and dread fall upon them.
The power of your arm
makes them lifeless as stone
until your people pass by, O Lorp,
until the people you purchased pass by.
17 You will bring them in and plant them on your own
mountain—
the place, O Lorp, reserved for your own dwelling,
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have
established.
18 The Lorp will reign forever and ever!”

16

15:3 Yahweh is a transliteration of the proper name YHWH that is sometimes rendered “Jehovah”; in this translation it is usually rendered “the LORD” (note!
16:1a The geographical name Sin is related to Sinai and should not be confused with
16:1b The Exodus had occurred on the fifteenth day of the first month (see Num 33:3). v

use of small capitals). 15:4 Hebrew sea of reeds; also in 15:22.

English word sin.

1When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and charioteers
rushed into the sea, the Lorp brought the water crashing
down on them. But the people of Israel had walked through
the middle of the sea on dry ground!

20Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a tam:
bourine and led all the women as they played their tambot
rines and danced. 2'And Miriam sang this Song:

“Sing to the Lorp,
for he has triumphed gloriously;
he has hurled both horse and rider
into the sea.”

Bitter Water at Marah

22Then Moses led the people of Israel away from the Reg
Sea, and they moved out into the desert of Shur. They trav
eled in this desert for three days without finding any water
2When they came to the oasis of Marah, the water was to
bitter to drink. So they called the place Marah (which mean
“bitter”).

24Then the people complained and turned agains
Moses. “What are we going to drink?” they demanded. 258¢
Moses cried out to the Lorp for help, and the Lorp showes
him a piece of wood. Moses threw it into the water, and th&
made the water good to drink.

It was there at Marah that the Lorp set before them the
following decree as a standard to test their faithfulness#
him. 26He said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the
Lorp your God and do what is right in his sight, obeying hit
commands and keeping all his decrees, then I will not make
you suffer any of the diseases I sent on the Egyptians; for
am the Lorp who heals you.” f

27After leaving Marah, the Israelites traveled on to i ¢
~-chas usual—four quarts* for each person instead of two, People

oasis of Elim, where they found twelve springs and seve
palm trees. They camped there beside the water.

i
|

Manna and Quail from Heaven q

16 Elim and journeyed into the wilderness of Sin,* b&
tween Elim and Mount Sinai. They arrived there on the f&
teenth day of the second month, one month after leavist

the land of Egypt.* 2There, too, the whole community of &

rael complained about Moses and Aaron.

3If only the Lorp had killed us back in Egypt,” the
moaned. “There we sat around pots filled with meat and &
all the bread we wanted. But now you have brought us inf
this wilderness to starve us all to death.” '

4Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Look, I'm going to =
down food from heaven for you. Each day the people cai
outand pick up as much food as they need for that day. I
test them in this to see whether or not they will followm
structions. On the sixth day they will gather food, and wi
they prepare it, there will be twice as much as usual.”

650 Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel,
evening you will realize it was the Lorp who brought you
of the land of Egypt. 7In the morning you will see the glo
the Lorp, because he has heard your complaints, which
against him, not against us. What have we done that
should complain about us?” 8Then Moses added, “The
will give you meat to eat in the evening and bread to sati
you in the morning, for he has heard all your complat
against him. What have we done? Yes, your complaints
against the Lorp, not against us.”

9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Announce this to the e|

Then the whole community of Israel set out frof -

- “Eat this food today,
“Icated to the Loro. There will be no food on the ground forus.T

‘=renth day is the Sabbath.

= e sixth day, so there will be enough for two days. On the

Elisit?” See 16:15,

mmunity of Israel: ‘Present yourselves b i :
‘he has heard your complain);ng.”’ ‘°Andeafsol};ear%lr(ta st%Rl?e’ of :r
. '.ilggr(ﬁsSgo%mun;;y of Israel, they looked out toward pres
> W . There
whimi b L) ey could see the awesome glory of };?11:1
Then the Lorb said to Moses, 12'T have heard - with
= _:ompla ints. Now tell them, ‘In the evening ym:}::i {lslﬁzile x‘:lllatr}:]
=t 1o eat, and in the morning you will have all the bread the
awi ?nt. Ther} youwillknow that I am the Lorp your God.” bor)él
* [hatevening vast numbers of quail flew in and covered 36:
= camp. And the next morning the area around the camp  whic]
= i-,ret w1_th dew. “When the dew evaporated, a flaky sub- et
nce asfine as frost blanketed the ground. '5The Israelites
e puzzled when they saw it. “What is jt?" they asked each
e d Traey had no idea what it was.
“11d Moses told them, “It is the food the L, i
U :aheat.];Thﬁse are the Lorp’s instrucn'ons? IIKEIE:C};a iglll\;?
2 should gather as much as i i
reach persgon inyour tent.” B o0 vl peom
’So the people of Israel did as they were told. Some gath- the“y :
=da lot, some only a little. '8But when they measured it -
-~ everyone had just enough. Those who gathered a lot ag:;ms
- :wothmg left over, and those who gathered only a little ), d
3 ,:;nough. Each family had just what it needed. 1o§es
A‘her}, Moses told them, “Do not keep any of it until ol
Ting. 2°But‘ some of them didn’t listen and kept some o
L Aunnl‘mornmg. But by then it was full of maggots and Wi
2 temblg smell. Moses was very angry with them. *Th
% %fter this the People gathered the food morning by ple: T
“ning, each family according to its need. And as the sun Walene
=-ame hot, the flakes they had not picked up melted and you. 41
“ppeared. 220n the sixth day, they gathered twice as Siiike

Wate

topla
no wa

“=n all the leaders of the community came veaBdol
ses for an explanation. 2He told thetnyl, “This iaslt‘vih?iiliﬁg Sy
“D commanded: Tomorrow will be a day of complete rest and Me
oy Sabbath day set apart for the Lorb. So bake or boil as’ of Israe

--1asyouwant today,and set aside what is left fortomor- 1S thel

““So they put some aside until morning i Israel
_ ] g, justas Moseshad ISrael [
manded. And in the morning the leftover food was *While
Jlesome and good, without maggots or odor. 25Moses riors of ;
for today is a Sahbath day ‘Choose

3y. 26You may gather the food for six days, but the the staff
There will be no food on the 'S0

ind that day.” the arm

__“/Some of the people went out anyway on the seventh Climbed

but they found no food. 28The Lorp asked Moses, “How Up the st:

“72 will these people refuse to obe i
i )E) ymy commands and in- Wheneve

“ctior must realize that the Sabbath is the advantag
D's gift to you. Thatis why he gives you a two-day suppI; longer hgc
¥ : him to sit
-”ath day you must each stay in your place. Do not goout Ingup his
% jk up food on the seventh day.” 3080 the people did not aresult, J
er any food on the seventh day. ‘4Aft'er
The Israelites called the food manna * It was white like this down
“ander seed, and it tasted like honey wafers. aloud to ]
= Then _Moses said, “This is what the Lorp has com- under he:
~ded: Fill a two-quart container with manna to preserve Yahweh-n
o your descendants. Then later generations will be able said, “The
e »1 (t)}rlrelz Igoodtlugave you in the wilderness when I set you So n;Jw* tt
6 Hebrew%i’sze; [2liters)alsoin 16:32,33.  16:18 Hebrew m i t?r ks
16:34 Hebrew He placed it i1.1 front of the Tiﬂzfzéf ls{gg:\g?elxg's

ne geographical name Sin is related to Sinai and sh
b 3 ould i i
5 Or Hands have been lifted up to the Lorp's throne, and nI:)?:),b o e o
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“munity of Israel: ‘Present yourselves before the Lorp, 33Moses said to Aaron, “Get a jar and fillit with two quarts
"¢ has heard your complaining.’” 19And as Aaron spoke  of manna. Then put it in a sacred place before the Loro to
"2 whole community of Israel, they looked out toward preserve it for all future generations.” 34Aaron did justasthe

vilderness. There they could see the awesome glory of Lorp had commanded Moses. He eventually placed it in the
LorD in the cloud. Ark of the Covenant—in front of the stone tablets inscribed
Then the Loro said to Moses, 12T have heard the Israel- with the terms of the covénant * 3550 the people of Israel ate
“omplaints. Now tell them, ‘In the eveningyouwillhave manna for forty years until they arrived at the land where
*to eat, and in the morning you will have all the bread they would settle. They ate manna until they came to the
/ant. Then you will know that 1am the Lorp your God.”  border of the land of Canaan.

[hat evening vast numbers of quail flew in and covered 36The container used to measure the manna was an omer,

-2mp. And the next morning the area around the €amp  which was one-tenth of an ephah; it held about two quarts.*
et with dew. When the dew evaporated, a flaky sub-

“easfine as frost blanketed the ground. 'SThe Israelites Water from the Rock
< puzzled when they saw it."Whatisit?” they asked each 1 At the Lorp’s command, the whole community of Is-
*. They had no idea what it was. . rael left the wilderness of Sin* and moved from place
7d Moses told thern, “It is the food the Lorp has given o Place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, but there was
- 0 eat. 6These are the Lorp's instructions: Each house- p, i
- should gather as much as it needs. Pick up two quarts* people complained against Moses. “Give us water to drinkl”
“2ch person in your tent.” they demanded.
50 the people of Isragl did as they were told. Some gath-  “Quieti” Moses replied. “Why are you complaining
- @ lot, some only a little. '8But when they measured it against me? And why are you testing the Lorp?”
_everyone had just enough. Those who gathered alot “sgut tormented by thirst, they continued to argue with
: jarhmg left over, and thgse who gathered only a little Moses. “Why did you bring us out of Egypt? Are you trying
- “ough. Each family had just what it needed. ) tokill us, our children, and our livestock with thirs?”
Then Moses told them, “Do not keep any of it until

b : , 4Then i %
_-7ing.” 2But some of them didn't listen and kept some ; Vioses cried out 10 the Lowo, “What liahid L do

th these people? They are ready to stone mel”

5The Lorp said to Moses, “Walk out in front of the peo-
ple. Take your staff, the one you used when you struck the
\ ; 2 . water of the Nile, and call some of the elders of Israel to join
: gﬁgict};éafﬁ}l();:iﬁg;dﬁgg tr?oltt;inc?(ee% ﬁg‘:{f:lgg :x‘ig you. I will stand before you on the rock at Mount Sinai.*
opeared. 20n the sixth day, they gathered twice as §tr1ke thg rock, and water vxlll come gushing out. Then the
" as usual—four quarts* for exch person instead of two, people will be able to drink.” So Moses struck the rock ag he

" all the leaders of the community came and asked W2S told and water gushed out as the elders looked on.
=s for an explanation. 23He told them, “This iswhat the ' Moses o med the place Massah (which means “test’)
- commanded: Tomorrow will beaday of complete rest, and Meribah (Whlf:h Jeans "arguing”) because the beople
“Sabbath day set apart for the Lorp. So bake or boil as  Of ISTael argued with Moses and tested the Lorp by saying,
- @youwanttoday, and setaside whatis left for tomor- IS the Lorb here with us or o

until morning. But by then it was full of maggots and
- 2 terrible smell. Moses was very angry with them,
“After this the people gathered the food morning by

S0 they put some aside until morning justas Moseshad Srael Defeats the Amalekites
“manded. And in the morning the leftover food was SWhile the people of Israel were still at Rephidim, the war-
“Some and good, without maggots or odor. Z5Moses nioxs of Amalek attacked them. sMoses co

w, I will stand at the top of the hill, holding
**You may gather the food for six days, but the the staff of God in my hand.”

7th day is the Sabbath, There will be no food on the 1980 Joshua did what Moses had commanded and fought
7d that day.” the army of Amalek. M ile,
some of the people went out anyway on the seventh Climbed to the top of a nearby hill. 1145 long as Moses held
Jut they found no food. 8The Logp asked Moses, “How Up the staff in his hand, the Israelites had the advantage. But
: will these people refuge to obey my commands and jn. Whenever he dropped his hand, the Amalekites gained the
Ho H i i

-58 v youa two-day supply - longer hold them up. So Aaron
= sixth day, so there will be enough for two days. Onthe  him to sit on. Then the

: tay in your place. Do not goout Ingup his hands. So his hands held steady until sunset, 1345
-< up food on the seventh day.” 30Sg the people did not aresult, Joshua overwhelmed the army of Amalek in battle.
“Tany foogi on the seventh day. T4After the victory, the Lorp instructed Moses “Write

e Israelites called the food manna * It Wwas white like - this down on a scroli gs 3 permanent reminder, and read it
“der seed, and l.t tasted like honey wafers, aloud to Joshua: I will erase the memory of A}nalek from

en ‘Moses said, “This is what the Lorp has com- under heaven.” 5Moses built an altar there and named it
-d: Fill a two-quart container with manna to preserve Yahweh-nissi (which means “the Lorp is my banner”), 16He

our descendant: said, “They have raised their fist against the Lorb’s throne,

0 S. Tl_len later generations wil] be able
- the food I”gave you in the wilderness when | setyou sonow* the Lorp will be atwar with Amalek generation af-
om Egypt. ter generation.”

e aesné I‘I)Zl'ig 2 Iiter.s]; alsoin 16:32, 33, 16:18 Hebrew measureq it with an omer. 16:22 Hebrew 2 omers 4 1t
7" See 16:15. 16.34_Hebrew He placed itin front of the Testimony; see note On25:16. 16:36 Hebrew 4
= geographical name Sin is related to Sinai and should not be confys ! : ewH

" Hands have been lifted up to the LORD’s throne, ang now. ol gttt word sy

17:6 Hebrew 4
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Jethro’s Visit to Moses
1 8 Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian,
heard about everything God had done for Moses and
his people, the Israelites. He heard especially about how the
Lorp had rescued them from Egypt.
2Earlier, Moses had sent his wife, Zipporah, and his two
sons back to Jethro, who had taken them in. 3(Moses’ first
son was named Gershom,* for Moses had said when the boy
was born, “I have been a foreigner in a foreign land.” 4His
second son was named Eliezer,* for Moses had said, “The
God of my ancestors was my helper; he rescued me from
the sword of Pharaoh.”) sJethro, Moses’ father-in-law, now
came to visit Moses in the wilderness. He brought Moses’
wife and two sons with him, and they arrived while Moses
and the people were camped near the mountain of God.
6Jethro had sent a message to Moses, saying, “I, Jethro, your
father-in-law, am coming to see you with your wife and
your two sons.”
7So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law. He bowed
low and kissed him. They asked about each other’s welfare
and then went into Moses’ tent. 8Moses told his father-in-
law everything the Lorp had done to Pharaoh and Egypt on
behalf of Israel. He also told about all the hardships they
had experienced along the way and how the Lorp had res-
cued his people from all their troubles. %ethro was de-
lighted when he heard about all the good things the Lorp
had done for Israel as he rescued them from the hand of
the Egyptians.
10“Praise the Lorp,” Jethro said, “for he has rescued you
from the Egyptians and from Pharaoh. Yes, he has rescued
Israel from the powerful hand of Egypt! "I know now that
the LoRo is greater than all other gods, because he rescued
his people from the oppression of the proud Egyptians.”
12Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt of-
fering and sacrifices to God. Aaron and all the elders of Isra-
el came out and jeined him in a sacrificial meal in God’s
presence.

Jethro’s Wise Advice
'3The next day, Moses took his seat to hear the people’s dis-
putes against each other. They waited before him from
morning till evening.

4When Moses' father-in-law saw all that Moses was do-
ing for the people, he asked, “What are you really accom-
plishing here? Why are you trying to do all this alone while
everyone stands around you from morning till evening?”

1sMoses replied, “Because the people come to me to geta
ruling from God. éWhen a dispute arises, they come to me,
and I am the one who settles the case between the quarrel-
ing parties. I inform the people of God’s decrees and give
them his instructions.”

17*This is not good!” Moses’ father-in-law exclaimed.
'8"You're going to wear yourself out—and the people, too.
This job is too heavy a burden for you to handle all by your-
self. 19Now listen to me, and let me give you a word of advice,
and may God be with you. You should continue to be the
people’s representative before God, bringing their disputes
to him. 20Teach them God's decrees, and give them his in-
structions. Show them how to conduct their lives. 2'But se-
lect from all the people some capable, honest men who fear
God and hate bribes. Appoint them as leaders over groups of
one thousand, one hundred, fifty, and ten. 22They should al-
ways be available to solve the people’s common disputes,
but have them bring the major cases to you. Let the leaders
decide the smaller matters themselves. They will help you
18:3 Gershom sounds like a Hebrew term that means “a foreigner there.”

18:4 Eliezer means “God is my helper.”

carry the load, making the task easier for you. 23If you follow:

this advice, and if God commands you to do so, then you will

be able to endure the pressures, and all these people will go
home in peace.”

23Moses listened to his father-in-law’s advice and fol-
lowed his suggestions. 25He chose capable men from all
over Israel and appointed them as leaders over the people.
He put them in charge of groups of one thousand, one hun-
dred, fifty, and ten. 26These men were always available to
solve the people’s common disputes. They brought the ma-
jor cases to Moses, but they took care of the smaller matters
themselves.

27Soon after this, Moses said good-bye to his father-in-
law, who returned to his own land.

The LORD Reveals Himself at Sinai
1 9 Exactly two months after the Israelites left Egypt*
they arrived in the wilderness of Sinai. 2After break-
ing camp at Rephidim, they came to the wilderness of Sina
and set up camp there at the base of Mount Sinai.

3Then Moses climbed the mountain to appear before
God. The Lorb called to him from the mountain and said
“Give these instructions to the family of Jacob; announce i
to the descendants of Israel: 4You have seen what I did te
the Egyptians. You know how I carried you on eagles’ wings
and brought you to myself. SNow if you will obey me ané
keep my covenant, you will be my own special treasure from
among all the peoples on earth; for all the earth belongs
me. 6And you will be my kingdom of priests, my holy nation
This is the message you must give to the people of Israel.”

7So Moses returned from the mountain and called te-
gether the elders of the people and told them everything the
Lorp had commanded him. 8And all the people respondes
together, “We will do everything the Lorp has commanded”
So Moses brought the people’s answer back to the Lorb.

Then the Lorp said to Moses, “I will come to you in#
thick cloud, Moses, so the people themselves can hear me
when I speak with you. Then they will always trust you.”

Moses told the Lorp what the people had said. 19Then the
Lorb told Moses, “Go down and prepare the people for m
arrival. Consecrate them today and tomorrow, and hae
them wash their clothing. 11Be sure they are ready on the
third day, for on that day the Lorp will come down @&
Mount Sinai as all the people watch. 12Mark off a boundas
all around the mountain. Warn the people, ‘Be careful! De
not go up on the mountain or even touch its boundaries
Anyone who touches the mountain will certainly be put &
death. 3No hand may touch the person or animal the
crosses the boundary; instead, stone them or shoot them
with arrows. They must be put to death.” However, when i
ram’s horn sounds a long blast, then the people may go®
on the mountain.*”

1480 Moses went down to the people. He consecrate
them for worship, and they washed their clothes. 15He tait
them, “Get ready for the third day, and until then abs@s
from having sexual intercourse.”

160n the morning of the third day, thunder roared am
lightning flashed, and a dense cloud came down on &
mountain. There was a long, loud blast from a ram’s ham
and all the people trembled. '7Moses led them out from &
camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of &
mountain. '8All of Mount Sinai was covered with smoke 2
cause the Lorp had descended on it in the form of fire. Ta
smoke billowed into the sky like smoke from a brick ks
and the whole mountain shook violently. 19As the blast &
19:1 Hebrew In the third month afiz

the Israelites left Egypt, on the very day, i.e., two lunar months to the day after leaving Egypt. Compare Num 33:3.  19:13 Or up to the mountain.

2

-nfailing love for a thousand generations on those*

“cusehold may do any work. This includes you, your

“2 ram'’s horn grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and
=od thundered his reply. 20The Lorp came down on the top 1

“lount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain.
“1oses climbed the mountain. C

#'Then the Lorp told Moses, “Go back down and warn the ki

»eople not to break through the boundaries to see the Loro,
" they will die. 22Even the priests who regularly come near th

the Lorp must purify themselves so that the Lorp does
- break out and destroy them.” P

“"But Lorp,” Moses protested, “the people cannot come 22

- 10 Mount Sinai. You already warned us. You told me, g

ark of”f aboundary all around the mountain to set it apart 23

*But the Lorp said, “Go down and bring Aaron back up
7 you. In the meantime, do not let the priests or the peo- rif

2 oreak through to approach the Lorp, or he will break out sh

stroy them.”

ca

=50 Moses went down to the people and told them what bl

= Lorp had said. ral

‘ WC
=n Commandments for the pr
svenant Community loc

Then God gave the people all these instructions*:

#'Iam the Lorp your God, who rescued you from
the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.

Jumust not have any other god but me.
-1 must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an
mage of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in
7€ sea. SYou must not bow down to them or worship
“em, for I, the Lorb your God, am a jealous God who you
1l not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay
"¢ sins of the parents upon their children; the entire
=mily is affected—even children in the third and e
ourth generations of those who reject me. sBut I lavish ﬂ.l:

710 love me and obey my commands. W’.ﬂ
~umust not misuse the name of the Lorp your God. this

72 Lorp will not let you go unpunished if youmisuse Mo
“sname. plel
-member to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. ma;
rou have six days each week for your ordinary work,

out the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated freg
> the Lorp your God. On that day no one in your :ag;lis

-ns and daughters, your male and female servants, your isth

estock, and any foreigners living among you. '"For in 0
= days the Lorp made the heavens, the earth, the sea,
"d everything in them; but on the seventh day he o
=sted. That is why the Lorb blessed the Sabbath day w;fe
~d set it apart as holy. e,

nor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, ey

llife in the land the Lorb your God is giving you.
Jumust not murder.

trea

Jumust not commit adultery. Gatn
Jumust not steal. 1=
“umust not testify falsely against your neighbor. PUL
JU must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must God,
t covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, vt
or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your EEBSE

-ighbor.”
154

“hen the people heard the thunder and the loud blast deatt
¢ ram'’s horn, and when they saw the flashes of light- 16"

r and the smoke billowing from the mountain, they caugt
- ata distance, trembling with fear.

them
<brew all these words.  20:6 Hebrew for thousands of those.  21:6 Or before i



Xk easier for you. Z3If you follow
iands you to do so, then you wil
res, and all these people will g8

father-in-law’s advice and fo&
e chose capable men from a
wem as leaders over the peopi.
oups of one thousand, one hum
= men were always available
disputes. They brought the m
took care of the smaller matte®

said good-bye to his father-

m land.

elf at Sinai

after the Israelites left Egvme
ilderness of Sinal. 2After brzal
came to the wilderness of Sl
2 base of Mount Sinai.
‘he mountain-to appear beﬂ
m from the mountain ang
e family of Jacob; annoi=e
=1 “You have seen what
sw I carried you on eagies
© SNow if you will obey me @it
be my own special treasuz= =
rth: for all the earth bels
wgdom of priests, myhcib' ZTEm
st give to the people of Isme= ]
he mountain and :ﬂmﬁ !
e and told them eveni=
s4nd all the people rese
g the LoRD has commamsEs
2’s answer back to the Lasms
» Moses, “T will come 2

jple themselves cz=

at the people had szic ™%
n and prepare the pecgie
today and tomormrow

11Be sure they are FEais
y the Lorp will come &
gile watch. 12Mark oif @
¥

page47...EXODUS 21

= ram'’s horn grew louder and louder, Moses spoke,and  19And they said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will
< thundered his reply. 20The Lorp came down on the top listen. But don't let God speak directly to us, or we will die!”
‘ount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. 20"Don’t be afraid,” Moses answered them, “for God has
‘oses climbed the mountain. come in this way to test you,and so that your fear of him will
* Then the Lorp told Moses, “Go back down and warnthe  keep you from sinning!”
ole not to break through the boundaries to see the Lorp,  21As the people stood in the distance, Moses approached
"2y will die. 22Even the priests who regularly come near  the dark cloud where God was,
~ Lorp must purify themselves so that the Lorp does
“reak out and destroy them.”
But LorDp,” Moses protested, “the people cannot come
Mount Sinai. You already warned us. You told me,
< off a boundary all around the mountain to set itapart

Proper Use of Altars
22And the Lorb said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Isra-
el: You saw for yourselves that I spoke to you from heaven.
#Remember, you must not make any idols of silver or gold
torival me.
24“Build for me an altar made of earth, and offer your sac-
rifices to me—your burnt offerings and peace offerings, your
sheep and goats, and your cattle. Build my altar wherever I

Sut the Lorb said, “Go down and bring Aaron back up
ou. In the meantime, do not let the priests or the peo-
=2k through to approach the Lorp, or he will break out

=stroy them.” Cause my name to be remembered, and [ will come to you and
) Moses went down to the people and told them what bless you. 25If you use stones to build my altar, use only natu-
=D had said.

ral, uncut stones. Do not shape the stones with a tool, for that
would make the altar unfit for holy use. 26And do not ap-
proach my altar by going up steps. If you do, someone might
look up under your clothing and see your nakedness.

~ommandments for the
=nant Community
. "’ [hen God gave the people all these instructions*:

“Tam the LorD your God, who rescued you from
the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.
~ustnot have any other god but me.
~ust not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an
= of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in
=2. 5You must not bow down to them or worship
- for, the Lorp your God, am a jealous God who
“Ot tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay

Fair Treatment of Slaves
27 “These are the regulations you must present to
Israel.

2'If you buy a Hebrew slave, he may serve for no more than
six years. Set him free in the seventh year, and he will owe you
nothing for his freedom. 3If he was single when he became
your slave, he shall leave single. But if he was married before
he became a slave, then his wife must bé freed with him.
e b ; : #If his master gave him a wife while he was a slave and
“Soaff;}elgtgzr_ezisegi%?lg;sgicnh&irg%’rgf:gme they had sons or daugl}terg, then only the man will be free in
- gen eration s of those who reject me. 6But I lavish 1€ seventh year, but his wife and children will still belong to
b love for a thousand generations (; n those* hys master. SBut .the slave may declare, ‘I love my master, my
:Dm e and obey my commands wife, apd my children. I don’t want to go free.’ sIf he dogs
stn ot misuse the name of the L.ORD your God this, his master must present him before God.* Then his
o will not let you go unpunished if vou misu-se master must take him to the door or doorpost and publicly
- you go unp y pierce his ear with an awl. After that, the slave will serve his
master for life.
7“When aman sells his daughter as a slave, she will not be
freed at the end of six years as the men are. 8If she does not
= h satisfy her owner, he must allow her to be bought back
- ,-;ngguzoGgg. %ﬁ?frﬁ?g;&?ﬁi? ())Izurour again. But he is not allowed to sell her to foreigners, since he
i35 i g%']\t ors gur ma{I e and female s);rvglts G is the one who broke the contract w_ith her. 9But if the slave’s
) i dany f('n)r]eigners living among you ”F(;ryin owner arranges for her to marry his son, he may no longer
2 Lorp made the heavens, the earth, the sea, tre? Ot“her aszslavel @i da'ughter. .
*hingin them; but on the seventh day he _1%If a man who has married a slave wife takes another
~atis why the Lorp blessed the Sabbath day wife for himself, hg must not neglgct.the rights of the first
=part as holy. wife t? tf}?od, ctllgthmgi)zllpd sexual lllnnmacy]. "If he failfs in
T father and mother. Then you will live a long, 20V Of these three pvligations, she may leave as a free
- theland the Lorp your Godyis giving you. % woman without making any payment.

~-er to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
=ve six days each week for your ordinary work,
“= seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated

" mot murder.
0t commit adultery. Cases of Personal Injury
~ot steal, 12“Anyone who assaults and kills another person must be

~0l testify falsely against your neighbor.
- -t covet your neighbor’s house. You must
-ur neighbor’s wife, male or female servant,
. or anything else that belongs to your

put to death. 3But if it was simply an accident permitted by
God, Iwill appoint a place of refuge where the slayer can run
for safety. 14However, if someone deliberately kills another
person, then the slayer must be dragged even from my altar
and be put to death.

15“Anyone who strikes father or mother must be put to
= beople heard the thunder and the loud blast deat]
7, and when they saw the flashes of light-

when 16“Kidnappers must be put to death, whether they are
“moke billowing from the mountain, they caught in possession of their victims or have already sold
“Ce, trembling with fear., them as slaves.

ords. 20:6 Hebrew for thousands of those.  21:6 Or before the judges.
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17“ Anyone who dishonors* father or mother must be put
to death.
18“Now suppose two men quarrel, and one hits the other
with a stone or fist, and the injured person does not die but
is confined to bed. 1If he is later able to walk outside again,
even with a crutch, the assailant will not be punished but
must compensate his victim for lost wages and provide for
his full recovery.
20“If a man beats his male or female slave with a club and
the slave dies as a result, the owner must be punished. 2'But
if the slave recovers within a day or two, then the owner shall
not be punished, since the slave is his property.
22"Now suppose two men are fighting, and in the process
they accidentally strike a pregnant woman so she gives birth
prematurely.* If no further injury results, the man who
struck the woman must pay the amount of compensation
the woman’s husband demands and the judges approve.
23But if there is further injury, the punishment must match
the injury: a life for a life, 24an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth, a hand for ahand, a foot for a foot, 25a burn for a burn,
awound for a wound, a bruise for a bruise.
26“If a man hits his male or female slave in the eye and the
eye is blinded, he must let the slave go free to compensate
for the eye. 7And if a man knocks out the tooth of his male
or female slave, he must let the slave go free to compensate
for the tooth.
28"Tf an ox* gores a man or woman to death, the ox must
be stoned, and its flesh may not be eaten. In such a case,
however, the owner will not be heid liabie. 2°But suppose the
ox had a reputation for goring, and the owner had been in-
formed but failed to keep it under control. If the ox then
kills someone, it must be stoned, and the owner must also be
put to death. 30However, the dead person’s relatives may ac-
cept payment to compensate for the loss of life. The owner
of the ox may redeem his life by paying whatever is de-
manded.
31“The same regulation applies if the ox gores a boy or a
girl. 32But if the ox gores a slave, either male or female, the
animal’s owner must pay the slave’s owner thirty silver
coins,* and the ox must be stoned.
33“Suppose someone digs or uncovers a pit and fails to
cover it,and then an ox or a donkey falls info it. 34The owner
of the pit must pay full compensation to the owner of the
animal, but then he gets to keep the dead animal.
35“If someone’s ox injures aneighbor’s ox and the injured
ox dies, then the two owners must sell the live ox and divide
the price equally between them. They must also divide the
dead animal. 36But if the ox had a reputation for goring, yet
its owner failed to keep it under control, he must pay full
compensation—a live ox for the dead one—but he may keep
the dead ox.

Protection of Property
2 2 1*“If someone steals an ox* or sheep and then kills
or sells it, the thief must pay back five oxen for each

ox stolen, and four sheep for each sheep stolen.

2+If a thief is caught in the act of breaking into a house
and is struck and killed in the process, the person who killed
the thief is not guilty of murder. 3But if it happens in day-
light, the one who killed the thief is guilty of murder.

“A thief who is caught must pay in full for everything he
stole. If he cannot pay, he must be sold as a slave to pay for

his theft. 4If someone steals an ox or a donkey or a sheep
and it is found in the thief’s possession, then the thief must
pay double the value of the stolen animal.
5“If an animal is grazing in a field or vineyard and the
owner lets it stray into someone else’s field to graze, then
the animal’s owner must pay compensation from the best of
his own grain or grapes. £
6"If you are burning thornbushes and the fire gets out of
control and spreads into another person’s field, destroying
the sheaves or the uncut grain or the whole crop, the oné
who started the fire must pay for the lost crop.
7“Suppose someone leaves money or goods with a neighe
bor for safekeeping, and they are stolen from the neighbor
house. If the thief is caught, the compensation is double the
value of what was stolen. 8But if the thief is not caught, the
neighbor must appear before God,* who will determine &
he stole the property. :
9“Suppose there is a dispute between two people whe
both claim to own a particular ox, donkey, sheep, article &
clothing, or any lost property. Roth parties must come be
fore God, and the person whom God declares* guilty mus
pay double compensation to the other.
10“Now suppose someone leaves a donkey, ox, sheep, &
any other animal with a neighbor for safekeeping, but it dies
or is injured or gets away, and no one sees what happeneé
11The neighbor must then take an oath in the presence &
the Lorp. If the Lorp confirms that the neighbor did na®
steal the property, the owner must accept the verdict, and nt
payment will be required. 12But if the animal was indees
stolen, the guilty person must pay compensation to the
owner. BIf it was torn to pieces by a wild animal, the re
mains of the carcass must be shown as evidence, and ne
compensation will be required.
14“If someone borrows an animal from a neighbor and®
is injured or dies when the owner is absent, the person wi
borrowed it must pay full compensation. 'SBut if the owng
was present, no compensation is required. And no compes
sation is required if the animal was rented, for this loss &
covered by the rental fee.

Social Responsibility
16“If a man seduces a virgin who is not engaged to anyom
and has sex with her, he must pay the customary bride prst

and marry her. 7But if her father refuses to let him ma=

her, the man must still pay him an amount equal to the br
price of a virgin.

18"You must not allow a sorceress to live.

19“Anyone who has sexual relations with an animal mzs
certainly be put to death.

20“Anyone who sacrifices to any god other than the Los=
must be destroyed.*

21"You must not mistreat or oppress foreigners in @&
way. Remember, you yourselves were once foreigners in &
land of Egypt. ]

22“You must not exploit a widow or an orphan. 23If
exploit them in any way and they cry out to me, then I wif
certainly hear their cry. 24My anger will blaze against ya&
and I will kill you with the sword. Then your wives will 3
widows and your children fatherless.

25"Tf you lend money to any of my people who are in nest.
do not charge interest as a money lender would. 26If yai
take your neighbor's cloak as security for a loan, you s

21:17 Greek version reads Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of. Compare Matt 15:4;Mark 7:10.  21:22 Or so she has a miscarriage; Hebrew reads so ke

children come out.

21:28 Or bull, or cow; alsoin 21:29-36.  21:32 Hebrew 30 shekels of silver, about 12 ounces or 342 grams in weight.

22:1aVem

22:1isnumbered 21:37 in Hebrew text.  22:1b Or bull, or cow; alsoin 22:4,9,10.  22:2 Verses 22:2-31 are numbered 22:1-30 in Hebrew text. i
22:8 Or before the judges.  22:9 Or before the judges, and the person whom the judges declare. ~ 22:20 The Hebrew term used here refers to the compiss
consecration of things or people to the LORD, either by destroying them or by giving them as an offering.
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crops from your fields. 17At these three times each year,
every man in Israel must appear before the Sovereign, the
Lorp.

18“You must not offer the blood of my sacrificial offer-
ings together with any baked goods containing yeast. And
do not leave the fat from the festival offerings until the next
morning.

19"As you harvest your crops, bring the very best of the
first harvest to the house of the Lorp your God.

“You must not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.

A Promise of the LORD’s Presence

20“See, I am sending an angel before you to protect you on
your journey and lead you safely to the place I have prepared
for you. 2'Pay close attention to him, and obey his instruc-
tions. Do not rebel against him, for he is my representative,
and he will not forgive your rebellion. 22But if you are care-
ful to obey him, following all my instructions, then I will be
an enemy to your enemies, and I will oppose those who op-
pose you. 23For my angel will go before you and bring you
into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaan-
ites, Hivites, and Jebusites, so you may live there.’And I will
destroy them completely. 2#You must not worship the gods
of these nations or serve them in any way or imitate their
evil practices. Instead, you must utterly destroy them and
smash their sacred pillars.

2“You must serve only the Lorp your God. If you do, I*
will bless you with food and water, and I will protect you
from illness. 26There will be no miscarriages or infertility in
your land, and I will give you long, full lives.

271 will send my terror ahead of you and create panic
among all the people whose lands you invade. I will make all
your enemies turn and run. 28 will send terror* ahead of
you to drive out the Hivites, Canaanites, and Hittites. 22But I
will not drive them out in a single year, because the land
would become desolate and the wild animals would multi-
ply and threaten you. 301 will drive them out a little at a time
until your population has increased enough to take posses-
sion of the land. 3'And I will fix your boundaries from the
Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea,* and from the eastern
wilderness to the Euphrates River.* I will hand over to you
the people now living in the land, and you will drive them
out ahead of you.

32“"Make no treaties with them or their gods. 33They must
not live in your land, or they will cause you to sin against me.
If you serve their gods, you will be caught in the trap of idol-
atry.”

Israel Accepts the LORD’s Covenant
2 Then the Lorb instructed Moses: “Come up here to
me, and bring along Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and sev-

enty of Israel’s elders. All of you must worship from a dis-
tance. 20nly Moses is allowed to come near to the Lorp. The
others must not come near, and none of the other people are
allowed to climb up the mountain with him.”

3Then Moses went down to the people and repeated all
the instructions and regulations the Lorp had given him.
All the people answered with one voice, “We will do every-
thing the Lorp has commanded.”

4Then Moses carefully wrote down all the Lorp's instruc-
tions. Early the next morning Moses got up and built an altar
atthe foot of the mountain. He also set up twelve pillars, one

d time in the month of Abib. This first month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of March and

1 of Weeks. This was later called the Festival of Pentecost (see Acts 2:1). Itis celebrated today as Shavuot (or Shabuoth).  23:16b Or
s was later called the Festival of Shelters or Festival of Tabernacles (see Lev 23:33-36). Itis celebrated today as Sukkot (or Succoth).
23:28 Often rendered the hornet. The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.
23:31b Hebrew from the wilderness to the river.

23:31a Hebrew from
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for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. *Then he sent some of
the young Israelite men to present burnt offerings and to
sacrifice bulls as peace offerings to the Lorp. éMoses
drained half the blood from these animals into basins. The
other half he splattered against the altar.
7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it aloud
to the people. Again they all responded, “We will do every-
thing the Lorp has commanded. We will obey.”
8Then Moses took the blood from the basins and splat-
tered it over the people, declaring, “Look, this blood con-
firms the covenant the Lorp has made with you in giving
you these instructions.”
9Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihuy, and the seventy el-
ders of Israel climbed up the mountain. 19There they saw
the God of Israel. Under his feet there seemed to be a sur-
face of brilliant blue lapis lazuli, as clear as the sky itself.
11And though these nobles of Israel gazed upon God, he did
not destroy them. In fact, they ate a covenant meal, eating
and drinking in his presence!
12Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Come up to me on the
mountain. Stay there, and I will give you the tablets of stone
on which I have inscribed the instructions and commands
0 you can teach the people.” 1380 Moses and his assistant
Joshua set out, and Moses climbed up the mountain of God.
14Moses told the elders, “Stay here and wait for us until
we come back. Aaron and Hur are here with you. If anyone
has a dispute while I am gone, consult with them.”
15Then Moses climbed up the mountain, and the cloud
covered it. 16And the glory of the Lorp settled down on
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On the
seventh day the Lorb called to Moses from inside the cloud.
17To the Israelites at the foot of the mountain, the glory of
the Lorp appeared at the summit like a consuming fire.
18Then Moses disappeared into the cloud as he climbed
higher up the mountain. He remained on the mountain
forty days and forty nights.

Offerings for the Tabernacle

2 5 The Lorp said to Moses, 2“Tell the people of Israel to
bring me their sacred offerings. Accept the contri-

butions from all whose hearts are moved to offer them.

3Here is a list of sacred offerings you may accept from them:

gold, silver, and bronze;
4 blue, purple, and scarlet thread;
fine linen and goat hair for cloth;
5 tanned ram skins and fine goatskin leather;
acacia wood;
6 olive oil for the lamps;
spices for the anointing oil and the fragrant incense;
7 onyx stones, and other gemstones to be set in the ephod
and the priest’s chestpiece.

8Have the people of Israel build me a holy sanctuary so I
can live among them. You must build this Tabernacle and
its furnishings exactly according to the pattern I will show
you.

Plans for the Ark of the Covenant

10“Have the people make an Ark of acacia wood—a sacred
chest 45 inches long, 27 inches wide, and 27 inches high.*
1Qverlay it inside and outside with pure gold, and run a
molding of gold all around it. '2Cast four gold rings and at-

tach them to its four feet, two rings on each side. 13Make
poles from acacia wood, and overlay them with gold:
T4Insert the poles into the rings at the sides of the Ark to
carry it. 15These carrying poles must stay inside the rings:
never remove them. '6When the Ark is finished, place in-
side it the stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the cov-
enant,* which I will give to you.

17“Then make the Ark’s cover—the place of atonement—
from pure gold. It must be 45 inches long and 27 inches
wide.* 8Then make two cherubim from hammered gold
and place them on the two ends of the atonement cover
19Mold the cherubim on each end of the atonement cover
making it all of one piece of gold. 20The cherubim will face
each other and look down on the atonement cover. Witk
their wings spread above it, they will protect it. 2'Place it
side the Ark the stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the
covenant, which I will give tc you. Then put the atonemen
cover on top of the Ark. 221 will meet with you there and talk
to you from above the atonement cover between the gok
cherubim that hover over the Ark of the Covenant.* From
there I will give you ray commands for the people of Israel

Plans for the Table

23“Then make a table of acacia wood, 36 inches long
18 inches wide, and 27 inches high.* 2#Overlay it with pur
gold and run a gold molding around the edge. Z5Decorate®
with a 3-inch border* all around, and run a gold molding
along the border. 26Make four gold rings for the table and &
tach them at the four corners next to the four legs. 2ZAttac
the rings near the border to hold the poles that are used &
carry the table. 28Make these poles from acacia wood, ané
overlay them with gold. 22Make special containers of pu
gold for the table—bowls, pans, pitchers, and jars—to be uset
in pouring out liquid offerings. 3°Place the Bread of the Pres
ence on the table to remain before me at all times.

Plans for the Lampstand
31“Make a lampstand of pure, hammered gold. Make the ez
tire lampstand and its decorations of one piece—the bas
center stem, lamp cups, buds, and petals. 32Make it with s
branches going out from the center stem, three on eact
side. 33Each of the six branches will have three lamp cus
shaped like almond blossoms, complete with buds and p&*
als. 34Craft the center stem of the lampstand with four lame
cups shaped like almond blossoms, complete with buds am
petals. 35There will also be an almond bud beneath each par
of branches where the six branches extend from the ceni
stem. 36The almond buds and branches must all be of a=
piece with the center stem, and they must be hammer=t
from pure gold. 37Then make the seven lamps for the lame
stand, and set them so they reflect their light forward. 38Ts
lamp snuffers and trays must also be made of pure gat
39You will need seventy-five pounds* of pure gold for &%
lampstand and its accessories.

40“Be sure that you make everything according to the p&
tern I have shown you here on the mountain.

Plans for the Tabernacle

2 6 “Make the Tabernacle from ten curtains of fine!
woven linen. Decorate the curtains with blue, purpe

and scarlet thread and with skillfully embroidered che=

bim. 2These ten curtains must all be exactly the same siz=

25:10 Hebrew 2.5 cubits (115 centimeters) long, 1.5 cubits (69 centimeters) wide, and 1.5 cubits high.  25:16 Hebrew Place inside the Ark the Testimon
similarly in 25:21. The Hebrew word for “testimony” refers to the terms of the LORD's covenant with Israel as written on stone tablets, and also to the coves

itself.

25:17 Hebrew 2.5 cubits [115 centimeters] long and 1.5 cubits [69 centimeters) wide.

25:22 Or Ark of the Testimony. ~ 25:23 Hebrew 2 cubi=

[92 centimeters) long, 1 cubit (46 centimeters) wide, and 1.5 cubits (69 centimeters) high. ~ 25:25 Hebrew a border of a handbreadth (8 centimeters].

25:39 Hebrew 1talent (34 kilograms).

26:2 Hebrew 28 cubits (12.9 meters] long and 4 cubits (1.8 meters] wide.

=te the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.

=2 feetlong and 6 feet wide.* 3oin five of these curtains to- 3
er to make one long curtain, then join the other five into ¢
ond long cgrtainA “Putloops of blue yarn along the edge ¢
the last curtain in each set. SThe fifty loops along the edge
- One curtain are to match the fifty loops along the edge of t
he Pther curtain. 6Then make fifty gold clasps and fasten q
¢ long curtains together with the clasps. In this way, the 3
20ernacle will be made of one continuous piece. a
‘Make .eleven curtains of goat-hair cloth to serve asa b
=nt covering for the Tabernacle. 8These eleven curtains
tall bg exactly the same size—45 feet long and 6 feet P
¥ °Join five of these curtains together to make one
“ng curtain, and join the other six into a second long cur- £
2n. Allow 3 feet of material from the second set of cur- fc
to hang over the front* of the sacred tent. 9Make o
0ops for one edge of each large curtain. "Then make st
ronze clasps, and fasten the loops of the long cur- 4\
s with the clasps. In this way, the tent covering will be at
mzde of one continuous piece. 12The remaining 3 feet* of of
~is tent covering will be left to hang over the back of the Jols
! ?:ernacle. 13Allow 18 inches* of remaining material to 7Ir
2ng down over each side, so the Tabernacle is completely ta
overed. 1Complete the tent covering with a protective ju:
;75.%* of tanned ram skins and a layer of fine goatskin
zather.
“For the framework of the Tabernacle, construct EI]
~2mes of acacia wood. 16Each frame must be 15 feet high wi
~d 27 inches wide* 17with two pegs under each frame. m;
zke all the frames identical. '8Make twenty of these twi
~=mes to support the curtains on the south side of the Tab- cu;
Tacle. 9Also make forty silver bases—two bases under sar

==Ch frame, with the pegs fitting securely into the bases. twi

=or the north side of the Tabernacle, make anoth i
5 ) | I , er twenty wit
=mes, 2lwith their forty silver bases, two bases under eact})ll of {
2me. 22Make six frames for the rear—the west side of the set

~zbernacle—2along with two additional frames to rein- wil

rce thg rear corners of the Tabernacle. 24These corner the
zmes willbe matched at the bottom and firmly attached at rigl
= lop with a single ring, forminga single corner unit. Make set
2th of these corner units the same way. 2580 there will be 22}
2nt frames at the rear of the Tabernacle, set in sixteen sil- 1
= ?Nases—two bases under each frame. is3
**"Make crossbars of acacia wood to link the frames, five rate
“ossbars for the north side of the Tabernacle 27and five for thre

= south side. Also make five crossbars for the rear of the owr
zbernacle, which will face west. 28The middle crossbar, at-  silve
““hed halfway up the frames, will run all the way from one cou
~d of the Tabernacle to the other. 20verlay the frames tain

th gold, and make gold rings to hold the crossbars, Over- bas

= the crossbars with gold as well. ¢

*9“Set up this Tabernacle according to the pattern yo
u
p ;_e”shown on ghe mountain. P d tC}lllﬁ
¥ Flor the msllde of the Tabernacle, make a special curtain
‘Inely woven linen. Decorate it with blue, purple,and scar- Lig}
thread and with skillfully embroidered cherubim. 3?Hang 20‘90

*s curtain on gold hooks attached to four posts of acacia pres

,:;d' Overlay the Pposts with gold, and set them in four silver tinu;
5es. 3Hang the inner curtain from clasps, and putthe Atk froni
he Covenant* in the room behind it. This curtain will sep- enan

0 the I
““Then put the Ark’s cover—the place of atonement—on the p

0 of the Ark of the Covenant inside the Most Holy Place. tion 1

 Hebrew 30 cubits [13.8 meters) long and 4 cubits (1.8 meters] wide. :

“heet that is left over.  26:13 Hebrew I cubit [46 centimeters]. 26:1 62 geiygib rf
33 Or Ark of the Testimony; alsoin 26:34.  27:1 Hebrew 5 cubits [2.3 meters] wid.
> Hebrew 100 cubits [46 meters)alsoin 27:11.  27:12 Hebrew 50 cubits [23 met
5. _27:16 Hebrew 20 cubits[9.2 meters]. 27:18 Hebrew 100 cubits (46 meters

27:21 Hebrew in the Tent of Meeting, outside the inner curtain that is in  front o




%, two rings on each side. 13Make
&, and overlay them with golé&
ve rings at the sides f)f the Ark 8
z poles must stay inside the nrﬁ_
Then the Ark is finished, place &
~scribed with the terms of the ca&
toyou.

“s cover—the place of atonemeﬁf
‘be 45 inches long and 27 inche
5 cherubim from hammered gaif
two ends of the atonement covE
1 2ach end of the atonement_ cow.‘
2 of gold. 2°The cherubim wﬂlﬂ
wn on the atonement cover. Willl
= it, they will protect it. 2'Placz ®
slets inscribed with the terms of
ive 1o you. Then put the aton

227 will meet with you there and il
ztonement cover between the

ser the ATk of the Covenant.™ Smmi
commands for the people of Mtl

4

- of acacia wood, 36 ir}che;
“inches high * 24Overlay it with
Iding around the edge. 2°
all around, and run a gold =
e four gold rings for the tabke !
orners next to the fo\&rl lizgs EM‘_-
ier 10 hold the poles that are &
> these poles from acacia Wt
i 2%Make special cc?'tams ks I
,pans, pitchers, and jars—&=-

Tph’l gs. 13301’1ace the Bread of St
main before me at all times. :

stand G
pure, hammered gold. M= T
ecorations of one piece—Te .
s, buds, and petals. 32Make TN
rom the center stem, mrae =

. branches will have three &
ossoms, complete with btm-
stem of the lampstand wi= 3
nd blossoms, complete wi
obean almond bud be
> six branches extend from
yuds and branches must 2k
- stem, and they must 2e

eflect their light fas
=vs must also be made &
:fy-ﬁve pounds* of pu= 2
essories.
make everything accoreme
1 here on the mountain.

rnacle

- “eetlong and 6 feet wide.* 3Join five of these curtains to-

“=rnacle will be made of one continuous piece.

* covering for the Tabernacle. 8These eleven curtains

* Allow 3 feet of material from the second set of cur-

page51...EXODUS 27

35Place the table outside the inner curtain on the north side
of the Tabernacle, and place the lampstand across the room
--ond long curtain. “Put loops of biue yarn alongtheedge on the south side.
¢ last curtain in each set. SThe fifty loops along the edge 36“Make another curtain for the entrance to the sacred
7e curtain are to match the fifty loops along the edge of  tent. Make it of finely woven linen and embroider it with ex-
Jther curtain. 6Then make fifty gold clasps and fasten quisite designs, using blue, purple, and scarlet thread.
ong curtains together with the clasps. In this way, the 37Craft five posts from acacia wood. Overlay them with gold,
and hang the curtain from them with gold hooks. Cast five
bronze bases for the posts.

T tomake one long curtain, then join the other five into

‘lake eleven curtains of goat-hair cloth to serve as a

- all be exactly the same size—45 feet long and 6 feet Plans for the Altar of Burnt Offering
* ?Join five of these curtains together to make one 2 7 “Using acacia wood, construct a square altar 7Y feet
urtain, and join the other six into a second long cur- wide, 7% feet long, and 4% feet high.* 2Make horns
for each of its four corners so that the horns and altar are all
: 10 hang over the front* of the sacred tent. °Make one piece. Overlay the altar with bronze. 3Make ash buckets,
oops for one edge of each large curtain. 1" Then make shovels, basins, meat forks, and firepans, all of bronze.
oronze clasps, and fasten the loops of the long cur- “Make a bronze grating for it, and attach four bronze rings
vith the clasps. In this way, the tent covering will be  at its four corners. SInstall the grating halfway down the side
== of one continuous piece. 12The remaining 3 feet* of of the altar, under the ledge. SFor carrying the altar, make
=nt covering will be left to hang over the back of the poles from acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze.
“Tacle. 13Allow 18 inches* of remaining material to 7Insert the poles through the rings on the two sides of the al-
= Jown over each side, so the Tabernacle is completely tar. 8The altar must be hollow, made from planks. Build it
“=d. "Complete the tent covering with a protective justas you were shown on the mountain.
- of tanned ram skins and a layer of fine goatskin

Plans for the Courtyard
cor the framework of the Tabernacle, construct *Then make the courtyard for the Tabernacle, enclosed
=5 of acacia wood. '6Each frame must be 15 feet high - with curtains made of finely woven linen. On the south side,
-7 inches wide* 7with two pegs under each frame. make the curtains 150 feet long.* 19They will be held up by
all the frames identical. 18Make twenty of these twenty posts set securely in twenty bronze bases. Hang the
= tosupport the curtains on the south side of the Tab- curtains with silver hooks and rings. 1"Make the curtains the
= 19Also make forty silver bases—two bases under same on the north side—150 feet of curtains held up by
~-2me, with the pegs fitting securely into the bases. twenty posts set securely in bronze bases. Hang the curtains
"¢ north side of the Tabernacle, make another twenty - with silver hooks and rings. '2The curtains on the west end
*'with their forty silver bases, two bases under each  of the courtyard will be 75 feet long,* supported by ten posts
“Make six frames for the rear—the west side of the set into ten bases. 13The east end of the courtyard, the front,
—=cle—2along with two additional frames to rein- willalso be 75 feetlong. 14The courtyard entrance will be on
¢ rear corners of the Tabernacle. 24These corner the east end, flanked by two curtains. The curtain on the
Ibe matched at the bottom and firmly attached at right side will be 22% feet long,* supported by three posts
- withasinglering, forminga single corner unit. Make  set into three bases. '5The curtain on the left side will also be
‘nese corner units the same way. 25So there willbe 22% feet long, supported by three posts set into three bases.
“=mes at the rear of the Tabernacle, set in sixteen sil- 16“For the entrance to the courtyard, make a curtain that
=—two bases under each frame. is 30 feet long.* Make it from finely woven linen, and deco-
2xe crossbars of acacia wood to link the frames, five rate it with beautiful embroidery in blue, purple, and scarlet
s for the north side of the Tabernacle 27and five for thread. Support it with four posts, each securely set in its
7 side. Also make five crossbars for the rear of the own base. 17All the posts around the courtyard must have
-le, which will face west. 28The middle crossbar, at- silver rings and hooks and bronze bases. 1880 the entire
way up the frames, will run all the way from one courtyard will be 150 feet long and 75 feet wide, with cur-
72 Tabernacle to the other. 2Overlay the frames tain walls 7%: feethigh,* made from finely woven linen. The
- and make gold rings to hold the crossbars. Over- bases for the posts will be made of bronze.

2ssbars with gold as well. 19All the articles used in the rituals of the Tabernacle, in-
2D this Tabernacle according to the pattern you  cluding all the tent pegs used to support the Tabernacle and
T on the mountain.

0 the courtyard curtains, must be made of bronze.
“einside of the Tabernacle, make a special curtain

ovenlinen. Decorate it with blue, purple, and scar- Light for the Tabernacle
- 2nd with skillfully embroidered cherubim. 32Hang 20“Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil of
“=7 on gold hooks attached to four posts of acacia pressed olives for the light, to keep the lamps burning con-
=12y the posts with gold,and set them in four silver tinually. 21The lampstand will stand in the Tabernacle, in
the inner curtain from clasps, and putthe Ark  front of the inner curtain that shields the Ark of the Cov-
=nant*in the room behind it. This curtain will Sep- enant.* Aaron and his sons must keep the lamps burning in
~0ly Place from the Most Holy Place. the Lorp’s presence all night. This is a permanent law for

- butthe Ark's cover—the place of atonement—on  the people of Israel, and it must be observed from genera-
“rk of the Covenant inside the Most Holy Place. tion to generation.

- cubits [13.8 meters) long and 4 cubits (1.8 meters) wide.

7tover.  26:13 Hebrew I cubit [46 centimeters).
stimony; also in 26:34.  27:1 Hebrew 5 cubits[2.3 wetersl wide, 5 cubits long, a square, and 3 cubits (1.4 meters] ki
its (46 meters);alsoin 27:11.  27:12 Hebrew 50 cubits (23 metersl;alsoin 27:13. 27:14 Hebrew 15 cubits 6.9
W 20 cubits 9.2 meters].  27:18 Hebrew 100 cubits (46 meters] long and 50 by50(23 meters) wide and 5 cub
ew in the Tent of Meeting, outside the inner curtain that is in front of the Testimony. See note on 25:16

ew The




EXODUS 28...page 52

Clothing for the Priests 2"In this way, Aaron will carry the names of the tribes of
2 8 “Call for your brother, Aaron, and his sons, Nadab, Israel on the sacred chestpiece* over his heart when he goes
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. Set them apartfromthe intothe Holy Place. This will be a continual reminder that he
rest of the people of Israel so they may minister to me and represents the people when he comes before the Lorp;
be my priests. 2Make sacred garments for Aaron that are 39Insert the Urim and Thummim into the sacred chestpiece
glorious and beautiful. 3Instruct all the skilled craftsmen so they will be carried over Aaron’s heart when+he goes into
whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom. Have them the Lorp's presence. In this way, Aaron will always carry
make garments for Aaron that will distinguish him as a over his heart the objects used to determine the Lorp’s will
priest set apart for my service. “These are the garmentsthey for his people whenever he goes in before the Lorp.
are to make: a chestpiece, an ephod, a robe, a patterned tu-
nic, a turban, and a sash. They are to make these sacred gar- Additional Clothing for the Priests
ments for your brother, Aaron, and his sons to wear when 31"Make the robe that is worn with the ephod from a single
they serve me as priests. 5So give them fine linen cloth, gold piece of blue cloth, 32with an opening for Aaron’s head in
thread, and blue, purple, and scarlet thread. the middle of it. Reinforce the opening with a woven collar*
so it will not tear. 33Make pomegranates out of blue, purple,
Design of the Ephod and scarlet yarn, and attach them to the hem of the robe,
“The craftsmen must make the ephod of finely woven with gold bells between them. 34The gold bells and pome-
linen and skillfully embroider it with gold and with blue, granates are to alternate all around the hem. 35Aaron will
purple, and scarlet thread. 7It will consist of two pieces, wear this robe whenever he ministers before the Lorp, and
front and back, joined at the shoulders with two shoulder- the bells will tinkle as he goes in and out of the Lorp's pres-
pieces. 8The decorative sash will be made of the same mate- ence in the Holy Place. If he wears it, he will not die.
rials: finely woven linen embroidered with gold and with 3¢“Next make a medallion of pure gold, and engrave it like
blue, purple, and scarlet thread. a seal with these words: HOLY TO THE Lorob. 37Attach the rrie-
*"Take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names dallion with a blue cord to the front of Aaron’s turban, where
of the tribes of Israel. 19Six names will be on each stone, ar- it must remain. 38Aaron must wear it on his forehead so he
ranged in the order of the births of the original sons of Isra- may take on himself any guilt of the people of Israel when
el. 1"Engrave these names on the two stones in the same way  they consecrate their sacred offerings. He must always wear
ajeweler engraves a seal. Then mount the stones in settings it on his forehead so the Lorp will accept the people.
of gold filigree. 12Fasten the two stones on the shoulder- 39“Weave Aaron’s patterned tunic from fine linen cloth
pieces of the ephod as a reminder that Aaron representsthe Fashion the turban from this linen as well. Also make a sash.
people of Israel. Aaron will carry these names on his shoul- and decorate it with colorful embroidery. -
ders as a constant reminder whenever he goes before the 40“For Aaron’s sons, make tunics, sashes, and specia
Lorp. 13Make the settings of gold filigree, 14then braid two head coverings that are glorious and beautiful. 4Clothe.
cords of pure gold and attach them to the filigree settingson your brother, Aaron, and his sons with these garments, ané
the shoulders of the ephod. then anoint and ordain them. Consecrate them so they can
serve as my priests. 2Also make linen undergarments for
Design of the Chestpiece them, to be worn next to their bodies, reaching from ther
15“Then, with great skill and care, make a chestpiece to be hips to their thighs. 43These must be worn whenever Aarae
worn for seeking a decision from God.* Make it to match the and his sons enter the Tabernacle* or approach the altarim
ephod, using finely woven linen embroidered with goldand the Holy Place to perform their priestly duties. Then thes
with blue, purple, and scarlet thread. 'sMake the chestpiece will not incur guilt and die. This is a permanent law far
of asingle piece of cloth folded to form a pouch nine inches* Aaron and all his descendants after him.
square. 7Mount four rows of gemstones* on it. The first row
will contain ared carnelian, a pale-green peridot, and an em- Dedication of the Priests
erald. '8The second row will contain a turquoise, a blue lapis 29 “This is the ceremony you must follow when Vo
lazuli, and a white moonstone. 1The third row will contain consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests:
an orange jacinth, an agate, and a purple amethyst. 20The Take a young bull and two rams with no defects, 2Then, ==
fourth row will contain a blue-green beryl, an onyx, and a ing choice wheat flour and no yeast, make loaves of breag.
green jasper. All these stones will be set in gold filigree. thin cakes mixed with olive oil, and wafers spread with @i
#'Each stone will represent one of the twelve sons of Israel, 3Place them all in a single basket, and present them at &
and the name of that tribe will be engraved on it like aseal.  entrance of the Tabernacle, along with the young bull am
22"To attach the chestpiece to the ephod, make braided the two rams.
cords of pure gold thread. 23Then make two gold rings and r
attach them to the top corners of the chestpiece. 2Tie the ernacle,* and wash them with water. 5Dress Aaron in =
two gold cords to the two rings on the chestpiece. 25Tie the priestly garments—the tunic, the robe worn with the ephmc.
other ends of the cords to the gold settings on the shoulder- the ephod itself, and the chestpiece. Then wrap the decare
pieces of the ephod. 26Then make two more goldrings and  tive sash of the ephod around him. 6Place the turban o
attach them to the inside edges of the chestpiece next to the head, and fasten the sacred medallion to the turban. 7Them
ephod. 7And make two more gold rings and attach themto anoint him by pouring the anointing oil over his head. sNex
the front of the ephod, below the shoulder-pieces, just present his sons, and dress them in their tunics, Wrap e
above the knot where the decorative sash is fastened to the sashes around the waists of Aaron and his sons, and sl
ephod. 28Then attach the bottom rings of the chestpiece to their special head coverings on them. Then the right o
the rings on the ephod with blue cords. This will hold the priesthood will be theirs by law forever. In this way, youssl
chestpiece securely to the ephod above the decorative sash.  ordain Aaron and his sons.

28:15 Hebrew a chestpiece for decision.  28:16 Hebrew 1 span (23 centimeters). ~ 28:17 The identification of some of these gemstones is uncertain.
28:29 Hebrew the chestpiece for decision; also in 28:30, See 28:1 5. 28:32 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 28:43 Hebrew Tent of Meeting
29:4 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 29:10, 11, 30, 32, 42, 44,

“4“Present Aaron and his sons at the entrance of the Tas
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5ring the young bull to the entrance of the Tabernacle,
= Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on its head.
=1 slaughter the bull in the Lorp’s presence at the en-
= of the Tabernacle. 12Put some of its blood on the
of the altar with your finger, and pour out the rest at
=2 of the altar. 13Take all the fat around the internal
<. the long lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys and
-around them, and burn it all on the altar. 14Then take
+* of the bull, including its hide, meat, and dung, and
“outside the camp as a sin offering.
=xt Aaron and his sons must lay their hands on the
“7 one of the rams. 16Then slaughter the ram, and

=Ces, and wash off the internal organs and the legs.
™ alongside the head and the other pieces of the
“hen burn the entire animal on the altar. This is a
“fering to the Lor; it is a pleasing aroma, a special
=sented to the Lorb.

v take the other ram, and have Aaron and his sons
~ hands on its head. 20Then slaughter it, and apply
“sblood to the right earlobes of Aaron and his sons.
't on the thumbs of their right hands and the big
“eir right feet. Splatter the rest of the blood against

7 the altar. 2'Then take some of the blood from the
- some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron

=ons and on their garments. In this way, they and
“ments will be set apart as holy.

-2 this is the ram for the ordination of Aaron and

t2ke the fat of the ram, including the fat of the
the fat around the internal organs, the long lobe

=r, and the two kidneys and the fat around them,
71 the right thigh. 2Then take one round loaf of
“ thin cake mixed with olive oil, and one wafer
basket of bread without yeast that was placed in
presence. 24Pyt all these in the hands of Aaron
7s to belifted up as a special offering to the Loro.
*d take the various breads from their hands, and
= on the altar along with the burnt offering. Itis a
“oma to the Lorb, a special gift for him. 26Then
“ast of Aaron’s ordination ram, and lift it up in
Presence as a special offering to him. Then keep

T portion.
de the portions of the ordination ram that be-

-nand his sons. This includes the breast and the

=re lifted up before the Lorp as a special offer-

= future, whenever the people of Israel lift up a

“72, a portion of it must be set aside for Aaron

-ndants. This is their permanent right, and it is
=ring from the Israelites to the Lorp,
 sacred garments must be preserved for his de-
"0 succeed him, and they will wear them when
nted and ordained. 3The descendant who suc-
nigh priest will wear these clothes for seven
“isters in the Tabernacle and the Holy Place.
"= ram used in the ordination ceremony, and

7 a sacred place. 32Then Aaron and his sons
=21, along with the bread in the basket, at the

“Tance. 33They alone may eat the meat and

© their purification* in the ordination cere-

= clse may eat them, for these things are set
*If any of the ordination meat or bread re-
morning, it must be burned. It may not be

29:36a Or to make atonement. 29:36b Or by
“4of a hin[1 liter) of pure oil .. . %4 of a hin of wine.

30:6a Or Ark of the Testimony; also in 30:26.
10b.

)
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35“This is how you will ordain Aaron and his sons to their
offices, just as I have commanded you. The ordination cere-
mony will go on for seven days. 36Each day you must sacri-
fice a young bull as a sin offering to purify them, making
them right with the Lorp.* Afterward, cleanse the altar by
purifying it*; make it holy by anointing it with oil. 37Purify
the altar, and consecrate it every day for seven days. After
that, the altar will be absolutely holy, and whatever touches
it will become holy.

3#“These are the sacrifices you are to offer regularly on
the altar. Each day, offer two lambs that are a year old, 3%one
in the morning and the other in the evening. 9With one of
m, offer two quarts of choice flour mixed with one quart
pure oil of pressed olives; also, offer one quart of wine* as
a liquid offering. 410ffer the other lamb in the evening,
along with the same offerings of flour and wine as in the
morning. It will be a pleasing aroma, a special gift presented
to the Lorp.

42“These burnt offerings are to be made each day from
generation to generation. Offer them in the Lorp's presence
at the Tabernacle entrance; there I will meet with you and
speak with you. I willmeet the people of Israel there, in the
place made holy by my glorious presence. 44Yes, [ will conse-
crate the Tabernacle and the altar, and I will consecrate
Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests. 45Then I will live
among the people of Israel and be their God, “6and they will
know that I am the Lorp their God. I am the one who
brought them out of the land of Egypt so that I could live
among them. I am the Lorp their God.

of

Plans for the Incense Altar
3 0 “Then make another altar of acacia wood for burn-
ing incense. 2Make it 18 inches square and

36 inches high,* with horns at the corners carved from
the same piece of wood as the altar itself. 30verlay the
top, sides, and horns of the altar with puregold, and run a
gold molding around the entire altar. “Make two gold
rings, and attach them on opposite sides of the altar be-
low the gold molding to hold the carrying poles. SMake
the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold.
®Place the incense altar just outside the inner curtain that
shields the Ark of the Covenant,* in front of the Ark’s
cover—the place of atonement—that covers the tablets
inscribed with the terms of the covenant.* I will meet
with you there.

7“Every morning when Aaron maintains the lamps, he
must burn fragrant incense on the altar. 8And each evening
When he lights the lamps, he must again burn incense in the
Lorp's presence. This must be done from generation to gen-
eration. Do not offer any unholy incense on this altar, or
any burnt offerings, grain offerings, or liquid offerings.

10“Once a year Aaron must purify* the altar by smearing
its horns with blood from the offering made to purify the
people from their sin. This will be a regular, annual event
from generation to generation, for this is the Lorp’s most
holy altar.”

Money for the Tabernacle

"'Then the Lorb said to Moses, 12“Whenever you take a cen-

sus of the people of Israel, each man who is counted must

pay a ransom for himself to the Lorp. Then no plague will

strike the people as you count them. 13Each person who is

counted must give a small piece of silver as a sacred offering
making atonement for it; similarlyin 29:37.  29:40 Hebrew %, of an ephah

30:2 Hebrew 1 cubit [46 centimeters) long and 1 cubit wide, a square, and
30:6b Hebrew that covers the Testimony, see noteon 25:16.  30:10 Or
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to the Lorp. (This payment is half a shekel,* based on the
sarictuary shekel, which equals twenty gerahs.) 14All who
have reached their twentieth birthday must give this sacred
offering to the Lorp. sWhen this offering is given to the
Lorbp to purify your lives, making you right with him,* the
rich must not give more than the specified amount, and the
poor must not give less. '6Receive this ransom money from
the Israelites, and use it for the care of the Tabernacle.* It
will bring the Israelites to the Lorp’s attention, and it will
purify your lives.”

Plans for the Washbasin

17Then the Lorp said to Moses, 18“Make a bronze washbasin
with a bronze stand. Place it between the Tabernacle and
the altar, and fill it with water. "9Aaron and his sons will
wash their hands and feet there. 20They must wash with wa-
ter whenever they go into the Tabernacle to appear before
the Lorp and when they approach the altar to burn up their
special gifts to the Loro—or they will die! 2'They must al-
ways wash their hands and feet, or they will die. This is a per-
manent law for Aaron and his descendants, to be observed
from generation to generation.”

The Anointing Oil
22Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2“Collect choice spices—
12> pounds of pure myrrh, 6% pounds of fragrant cinna-
mon, 6% pounds of fragrant calamus,* 24and 12" pounds of
cassia*—as measured by the weight of the sanctuary shekel.
Also get one gallon of olive oil.* 25Like a skilled incense
maker, blend these ingredients to make a holy anointing oil.
26(Jse this sacred oil to anoint the Tabernacle, the Ark of the
Covenant, 2’the table and all its utensils, the lampstand and
all its accessories, the incense altar, 28the altar of burnt of-
fering and all its utensils, and the washbasin with its stand.
29Consecrate them to make them absolutely holy. After this,
whatever touches them will also become holy.

30“Anoint Aaron and his sons also, consecrating them to
serve me as priests. 37And say to the people of Israel, ‘This
holy anointing oil is reserved for me from generation to gen-
eration. 32It must never be used to anoint anyone else, and
you must never make any blend like it for yourselves. It is
holy, and you must treat it as holy. 33Anyone who makes a
blend like it or anoints someone other than a priest will be
cut off from the community.””

The Incense

34Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Gather fragrant spices—
resin droplets, mollusk shell, and galbanum—and mix these
fragrant spices with pure frankincense, weighed out in
equal amounts. 35Using the usual techniques of the incense
maker, blend the spices together and sprinkle them with
salt to produce a pure and holy incense. 36Grind some of the
mixture into a very fine powder and put it in front of the Ark
of the Covenant,* where I will meet with you in the Taberna-
cle. You must treat this incense as most holy. 37Never use
this formula to make this incense for yourselves. It is re-
served for the Lorp, and you must treat it as holy. 38Anyone
who makes incense like this for personal use will be cut off
from the community.”

Craftsmen: Bezalel and Oholiab

3 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2“Look, I have specifi-
cally chosen Bezalel son of Uri, grandson of Hur, of

the tribe of Judah. 3I have filled him with the Spirit of God,

30:13 Or 0.2ounces, or 6grams.  30:15 Or to make atonement for your lives; similarly in 30:16.

giving him great wisdom, ability,and expertise in all kinds of
crafts. 4He is a master craftsman, expert in working with
gold, silver, and bronze. SHe is skilled in engraving and
mounting gemstones and in carving wood. He is a master at
every craft!

6“And I have personally appointed Oholiab son of Ahisa-
mach, of the tribe of Dan, to be his assistant. Moreover; I
have given special skill to all the gifted craftsmen so they
can make all the things I have commanded you to make:

7 the Tabernacle;*
the Ark of the Covenant;*
the Ark’s cover—the place of atonement;
all the furnishings of the Tabernacle;

8 the table and its utensils;
the pure gold lampstand with all its accessories;
the incense altar;

9 the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils;
the washbasin with its stand;

10 the beautifully stitched garments—the sacred garments
for Aaron the priest, and the garments for his sons to
wear as they minister as priests;

11 the anointing oil;

the fragrant incense for the Holy Place.

The craftsmen must make everything as I have commanded
you.”

Instructions for the Sabbath
12The Lorp then gave these instructions to Moses: 13“Tel
the people of Israel: ‘Be careful to keep my Sabbath day, for
the Sabbath is a sign of the covenant between me and yoe
from generation to generation. It is given so you may know
that I am the Lorp, who makes you holy. 4You must keep
the Sabbath day, for it is a holy day for you. Anyone who des
ecrates it must be put to death; anyone who works on tha
day will be cut off from the community. 5You have six daw:
each week for your ordinary work, but the seventh day mus:
be a Sabbath day of complete rest, a holy day dedicated &
the Lorp. Anyone who works on the Sabbath must be put&
death. 16The people of Israel must keep the Sabbath day b
observing it from generation to generation. This is a co¥
enant obligation for all time. 17It is a permanent sign of m¢
covenant with the people of Israel. For in six days the Loz
made heaven and earth, but on the seventh day he stoppet:
working and was refreshed.’”

8When the Lorp finished speaking with Moses a&
Mount Sinai, he gave him the two stone tablets inscribes
with the terms of the covenant,* written by the finger of Gog

The Gold Calf
3 When the people saw how long it was taking Moss:
to come back down the mountain, they gathems

around Aaron. “Come on,” they said, “make us some ga@
who can lead us. We don't know what happened to this &+
low Moses, who brought us here from the land of Egypt®

280 Aaron said, “Take the gold rings from the ears of yas
wives and sons and daughters, and bring them to me.”

3All the people took the gold rings from their ears @
brought them to Aaron. 4Then Aaron took the gold, meltegiit
down, and molded it into the shape of a calf. When the pes
ple saw it, they exclaimed, “O Israel, these are the gods wm
brought you out of the land of Egypt!”

5Aaron saw how excited the people were, so he builtana

36. 30:23 Hebrew 500shekels (5.7 kilograms] of pure myrrh, 250 shekels [2.9 kilograms) of fragrant cinnamon, 250 shekels of fragrant calamus.

30:24a Hebrew 500 shekels [5.7 kilograms] of cassia.
25:16. 31:7aHebrew the Tent of Meeting.

30:24b Hebrew 1hin [3.8 liters] of olive oil.
31:7b Hebrew the Ark of the Testimony.

30:36 Hebrew in front of the Testimony; see not
31:18 Hebrew the two tablets of the Testimony; see note on 25 %

"ountain. 20He took the calf they had made and burned it.

30:16 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; alsoin 30:18,20,28

ar in front of the calf. Then he announced, “Tomorrow will
22 a festival to the Lorp!” ra
5The Deople got up early the next morning to sacrifice for
Jurnt offerings and peace offerings. After this, they cele- on
orated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in Le
oagan revelry. die

’The Lorb told Moses, “Quick! Go down the mountain!
our people whom you brought from the land of Egypthave yo
orrupted themselves. 8How quickly they have turned away eve
om the way I commanded them to live! They have melted To

“own gold and made a calf, and they have bowed down and
acrificed toit. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Isra- Mc
- fvho brought you out of the land of Egypt.”” 30T
“Then the Lorb said, “I have seen how stubborn and re- ted
~=llious these people are. °Now leave me alone so my fierce mo
“1ger can blaze against them, and I will destroy them. Then I you
"l make you, Moses, into a great nation.” 3
! }iut Moses tried to pacify the Lorp his God. “O Lorp!” he terr
=d."Why are you so angry with your own peoplewhomyou god
“rought from the land of Egypt with such great power and c
“ch a strong hand? 12Why let the Egyptians say, ‘Their God
=cued them with the evil intention of slaughtering them in
= mountains and wiping them from the face of the earth? =~
“maway from your fierce anger. Change your mind abou
s terrible disaster you have threatened against your peo-
=' 3Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.*
~ubound yourself with an oath to thern, saying, Twill make
aig giescendants asnumerous as the stars of heaven. And I 3:
give them all of this land that I have promised to your de-

=ndants, and they will possess it forever.”

“So the Lorp changed his mind about the terrible disas- 3 .

“he had threatened to bring on his people.

fTheq Moses turned and went down the mountain. He

2 in his hands the two stone tablets inscribed with the
"5 of the covenant.* They were inscribed on both sides,

ntand back. '6These tablets were God's work; the words
* ‘nem were written by God himself.

When Joshua heard the boisterous noise of the people

uting below them, he exclaimed to Moses, “It sounds like
i in the camp!”

*But Moses replied, “No, it's not a shout of victory nor
= wailing of defeat. I hear the sound of a celebration.”

’ xﬂu_en they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf and
- cancing, and he burned with anger. He threw the stone
“2is to the ground, smashing them at the foot of the

then
send
rites,
this]
amol
did, I

4y
into |
cloth
astut
for ey
elrya
n 00 from
= he ground it into powder, threw it into the water, and more
“=d the people to drink it. Tt

Finally, he turned to Aaron and demanded, “What did

I set it
= people do to you to make you bring such terrible sin  wantc
7 them?” of Me

= Don't get so upset, my lord,” Aaron replied. “You your- W
<now how evil these people are. ZThey said to me, peopl
<2 us gods who will lead us. We don’t know what hap- tents
= to this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the side.
< of Egypt.” 24801 told them, ‘Whoever has gold jewelry, come
t off.’ When they brought it to me, I simply threw it with
the fire—and out came this calf!” the en
+1oses saw that Aaron had let the people get completely front
°% control, much to the amusement of their enemies, * LoRrp
“e stood at the entrance to the camp and shouted, “All friend
2 who are on the Lorp’s side, come here and joinme.” young
zll the Levites gathered around him. main

~ebrew Israel. The names “Jacob” and “Israel” are often interchanged throughout |

32:15 Hebrew the two tablets of the Testimony; see note
32:29 As in Greek and Latin vers
33:7 This “Tent of Meeting’

mes to the nation.
* tiem. The meaning of the Hebrew is unclear.

33:6 Hebrew Horeb, another name for Sinai.
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“n front of the calf. Then he announced, “Tomorrow will

2 festival to the Lorp!”
The people got up early the next morning to sacrifice
Tt offerings and peace offerings. After this, they cele-

“'ed with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in
Zanrevelry.

[he Lorp told Moses, “Quick! Go down the mountain!
-7 people whom you brought from the land of Egypt have

Tupted themselves. 8How quickly they have turned away

7 the way I commanded them to live! They have melted
7 gold and made a calf, and they have bowed down and
“ficed toit. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Isra-
70 brought you out of the land of Egypt.””
Then the Lorp said, “I have seen how stubborn and re-
Jus these people are. 19Now leave me alone so my fierce
7T Can blaze against them, and I will destroy them. Then
make you, Moses, into a great nation.”
3ut Moses tried to pacify the Lorp his God. “O Lorp!” he
= Whyareyou so angry with your own people whom you
-zht from the land of Egypt with such great power and
~ @strong hand? 12Why let the Egyptians say, ‘Their God
-2d them with the evil intention of slaughtering them in
“ountains and wiping them from the face of the earth’?
~ away from your fierce anger. Change your mind about
=ITible disaster you have threatened against your peo-
Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.*
~ound yourself with an oath to them, saying, ‘I will make
-escendants as numerous as the stars of heaven. And 1
=vethemall of this land that I have promised to your de-
-2nts, and they will possess it forever.”
> the Lorp changed his mind about the terrible disas-
Nad threatened to bring on his people.
“7en Moses turned and went down the mountain, He
7 his hands the two stone tablets inscribed with the
of the covenant * They were inscribed on both sides,
:nd back. 16These tablets were God's work; the words
Tl were written by God himself.
7ien Joshua heard the boisterous noise of the people
72 below them, he exclaimed to Moses, “It sounds like
e camp!”
-* Moses replied, “No, it's not a shout of victory nor
ng of defeat. I hear the sound of a celebration.”
“en they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf and
“ing, and he burned with anger. He threw the stone
‘0 the ground, smashing them at the foot of the
7. 20He took the calf they had made and burned it.
= ground it into powder, threw it into the water, and
"€ people to drink it
v, he turned to Aaron and demanded, “What did
do to you to make you bring such terrible sin

em?”
71 getso upset, my lord,” Aaron replied. “You your-
" how evil these people are. ZThey said to me,
20ds who will lead us. We don’t know what hap-
this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the
2Dt 2480 I told them, ‘Whoever has gold jewelry,
" When they brought it to me, I simply threw it
re—and out came this calf!”
= saw that Aaron had let the people get completely
“Tol, much to the amusement of their enemies.*
J0d at the entrance to the camp and shouted, “All
“0 are on the Lorp's side, come here and join me,”
= Levites gathered around him,

- The names “Jacob” and “Israel” are often interchanged thr
i 32:15 Hebrew the two tablets of the Testimony,

33:6 Hebrew Horeb, another name for Sinai.

meaning of the Hebrew is unclear. 32:29 Asin Greek and Latin versions; Hebrew reads Today ordain
33:7 This “Tent of Meeting” is different from the T2be
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*’Moses told them, “This is what the Lorp, the God of Is-
rael, says: Each of you, take your swords and go back and
forth from one end of the camp to the other. Kill every-
One—even your brothers, friends, and neighbors.” 26The
Levites obeyed Moses’ command, and about 3,000 people
died that day. <

29Then Moses told the Levites, “Today you have ordained
yourselves* for the service of the Loro, for you obeyed him
even though it meant killing your own sons and brothers.
Today you have earned a blessing.”

Moses Intercedes for Israel

The next day Moses said to the people, “You have commit-
ted a terrible sin, but I will £0 back up to the Lorp on the
mountain. Perhaps I will be able to obtain forgiveness* for
your sin.”

3150 Moses returned to the Lorp and said, “Oh, what a
terrible sin these people have committed. They have made
gods of gold for themselves. 32But now, if you will only for-
give their sin—but if not, erase my name from the record
you have written!”

33But the Lorp replied to Moses, “No, I will erase the
name of everyone who has sinned against me. 34Now go,
lead the people to the place I'told you about. Look! My angel
will lead the way before you. And when I come to call the
people to account, I will certainly hold them responsible for
their sins.”

35Then the Lorb sent a great plague upon the people be-
cause they had worshiped the calf Aaron had made.

33 The Lorp said to Moses, “Get going, you and the peo-

ple you brought up from the land of Egypt. Go up to
the land I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I told
them, ‘T will give this land to your descendants.’ 2And T will
send an angel before you to drive out the Canaanites, Amo-
rites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. 3Go up to
thisland that flows with milk and honey. But I will not travel
amongyou, for you are a stubborn and rebellious people. If I
did, I would surely destroy you along the way.”

*When the people heard these stern words, they went
into mourning and stopped wearing their jewelry and fine
clothes. SFor the Lorp had told Moses to tell them, “You are
astubborn and rebellious people. If Iwere to travel with you
for even a moment, I would destroy you. Remove your jew-
elry and fine clothes while I decide Whatto dowithyou.” 6So
from the time they left Mount Sinai,* the Israelites wore no
more jewelry or fine clothes,

7It was Moses' practice to take the Tent of Meeting* and
set it up some distance from the camp. Everyone who
Wwanted to make a request of the Lorp would go to the Tent
of Meeting outside the camp.

8Whenever Moses went out to the Tent of Meeting, all the
people would get up and stand in the entrances of their own
tents. They would all watch Moses until he disappeared in-
side. ?As he went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would
come down and hover at its entrance Wwhile the Lorp spoke
with Moses. 1°When the people saw the cloud standing at
the entrance of the tent, they would stand and bow down in
front of their own tents, "Inside the Tent of Meeting, the
Lorp would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a
friend. Afterward Moses would return to the camp, but the
young man who assisted him, Joshua son of Nun, would re-
main behind in the Tent of Meeting.

oughout the Old Testament, referring sometimes to t+
seenoteon 25:16. 32:25 Or out of control, a
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Moses Sees the LORD’s Glory
120ne day Moses said to the Lorp, “You have been telling me,
‘Take these people up to the Promised Land.’ But you haven’t
told me whom you will send with me. You have told me, ‘T
know you by name, and I look favorably on you.’ B3If it is true
that you look favorably on me, let me know your ways soImay
understand you more fully and continue to enjoy your favor.
And remember that this nation is your very own people.”
14The Lorbp replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses,
and I will give you rest—everything will be fine for you.”
15Then Moses said, “If you don't personally go with us,
don’t make us leave this place. 1How will anyone know that
you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if
you don't go with us? For your presence among us sets your
people and me apart from all other people on the earth.”
17The Lorp replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you
have asked, for I look favorably on you, and I kniow you by
name.”
18Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious pres-
ence.”
~  The Lorp replied, “I will make all my goodness pass be-
fore you, and I will call out my name, Yahweh,* before you.
For I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show
compassion to anyone I choose. 20But you may not look
directly at my face, for no one may see me and live.” 2The
Lorb continued, “Look, stand near me on this rock. 22As my
glorious presence passes by, I will hide you in the crevice of
the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.
23Then I will remove my hand and let you see me from be-
hind. But my face will not be seen.”

A New Copy of the Covenant
3 4 Then the Lorp told Moses, “Chisel out two stone tab-
lets like the first ones. I will write on them the same

words that were on the tablets you smashed. 2Be ready in the
morning to climb up Mount Sinai and present yourself to me
on the top of the mountain. 3No one else may come with you.
In fact, no one is to appear anywhere on the mountain. Do
not even let the flocks or herds graze near the mountain.”

480 Moses chiseled out two tablets of stone like the first
ones. Early in the morning he climbed Mount Sinai as the
Lorp had commanded him, and he carried the two stone
tablets in his hands.

5Then the Lorp came down in a cloud and stood there
with him; and he called out his own name, Yahweh.* 6The
Loro passed in front of Moses, calling out,

“Yahweh!* The Lorp!
The God of compassion and mercy!
Iam slow to anger
and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.
7 Ilavish unfailing love to a thousand generations.*
I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin.
But I do not excuse the guilty.
Ilay the sins of the parents upon their children
and grandchildren;
the entire family is affected—
even children in the third and fourth generations.”

8Moses immediately threw himself to the ground and
worshiped. °And he said, “O Lord, if it is true that I have
found favor with you, then please travel with us. Yes, thisisa

stubborn and rebellious people, but please forgive our iniq-
uity and our sins. Claim us as your own special possession.”

10The Lorb replied, “Listen, I am making a covenant with
you in the presence of all your people. I will perform mira-
cles that have never been performed anywhere in all the
earth or in any nation. And all the people around you will see
the power of the Lorp—the awesome power I will display:
for you. 1"But listen carefully to everything I command you
today. Then I will go ahead of you and drive out the Amo-
rites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.

12Be very careful never to make a treaty with the people
who live in the land where you are going. If you do, you will
follow their evil ways and be trapped. '3Instead, you must
break down their pagan altars, smash their sacred pillars,
and cut down their Asherah poles. 4You must worship no
other gods, for the Lorp, whose very name is Jealous, is a
God who is jealous about his relationship with you.

15“You must not make a treaty of any kind with the peo-
pleliving in the land. They lust after their gods, offering sac-
rifices to them. They will invite you to join them in their
sacrificial meals, and you will go with them. '6Then you will
accept their daughters, who sacrifice to other gods, as wives
for your sons. And they will seduce your sons to commit
adultery against me by worshiping other gods. 17You must
not make any gods of molten metal for yourselves.

18“You must celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread
For seven days the bread you eat must be made without
yeast, just as I commanded you. Celebrate this festival annu
ally at the appointed time in early spring, in the month of
Abib,* for that is the anniversary of your departure from
Egypt.
19“The firstborn of every animal belongs to me, including
the firstborn males from your herds of cattle and your flocks
of sheep and goats. 2°A firstborn donkey may be bought
back from the LoRD by presenting a lamb or young goat in it
place. But if you do not buy it back, you must break its neck
However, you must buy back every firstborn son.

“No one may appear before me without an offering.

21"You have six days each week for your ordinary work.
but on the seventh day you must stop working, even during
the seasons of plowing and harvest.

22"You must celebrate the Festival of Harvest* with the
first crop of the wheat harvest, and celebrate the Festival &
the Final Harvest* at the end of the harvest season. 22Thres
times each year every man in Israel must appear before the
Sovereign, the Lorp, the God of Israel. 241 will drive out the
other nations ahead of you and expand your territory, so ne
one will covet and conquer your land while you appear be:
fore the Lorp your God three times each year.

25“You must not offer the blood of my sacrificial offer
ings together with any baked goods containing yeast. Ant.
none of the meat of the Passover sacrifice may be kept ove
until the next morning.

26"As you harvest your crops, bring the very best of the
first harvest to the house of the Lorb your God.

“You must not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.”

27Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Write down all these i
structions, for they represent the terms of the covenantIar
making with you and with Israel.”

28Moses remained there on the mountain with the Loz
forty days and forty nights. In all that time he ate no breat

33:19 Yahweh is a transliteration of the proper name YHWH that is sometimes rendered “Jehovah”; in this translation it is usually rendered “the LORD” (note.

the use of small capitals).

rendered “the LORD” (note the use of small capitals). 34:6 See note on 34:5.

of Abib. This first month of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar usually occurs within the months of March and April.

34:5 Yahweh is a transliteration of the proper name YHWH that is sometimes rendered “Jehovah”; in this translation it is usually

34:7 Hebrew for thousands.  34:18 Hebrew appointed time in the month
34:22a Hebrew Festival of Weeks;

compare 23:16. This was later called the Festival of Pentecost. It is celebrated today as Shavuot (or Shabuoth). ~ 34:22b Or Festival of Ingathering. This was
later called the Festival of Shelters or Festival of Tabernacles (see Lev 23:33-36). It is celebrated today as Sukkot (or Succoth). ~ 34:28a Hebrew he.

34:28b Hebrew the ten words.

“=ath. 3You must not even light a fire in any of your homes

ind drank no water. And the Lorp* wrote the terms of the th
-ovenant—the Ten Commandments*—on the stone tablets. th
#When Moses came down Mount Sinai carrying the two '8 thy
‘one tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant,* he
asn't aware that his face had become radiant because he
"2d spoken to the Loro. 30S0 when Aaron and the people of
rael saw the radiance of Moses’ face, they were afraid to
me near him.
*1But Moses called out to them and asked Aaron and all
e leaders of the community to come over, and he talked
th them. 32Then all the people of Israel approached him,
7d Moses gave them all the instructions the Lorp had given
“m on Mount Sinai. 33When Moses finished speaking with
“em, he covered his face with a veil. 34But whenever he went
“to the Tent of Meeting to speak with the Lorb, he would re-
“ove the veil until he came out again. Then he would give
"¢ people whatever instructions the Lorp had given him,
“and the people of Israel would see the radiant glow of hié
=ce. 50 he would put the veil over his face until he returned
speak with the Lorp.
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?"Come, all of you who are gifted craftsmen. Construct Hegex
=rything that the Lorp has commanded: 3 "
6.

nstructions for the Sabbath
3 5 Then Moses called together the whole community
of Israel and told them, “These are the instructions
“¢ Lorp has commanded you to follow. 2You have six days
=ch week for your ordinary work, but the seventh day must
= 2 Sabbath day of complete rest, a holy day dedicated to
“2 Lorp. Anyone who works on that day must be put to

" the Sabbath.”

Zfﬁerings for the Tabernacle
nen Moses said to the whole community of Israel, “This is
at the Lorp has commanded: 5Take a sacred offering for

= Lorb. Let those with generous hearts present the follow-
2 gifts to the Lorp: v i

gold, silver, and bronze;
dlue, purple, and scarlet thread;
fine linen and goat hair for cloth;
‘anned ram skins and fine goatskin leather;
acacia wood;
Liye oil for the lamps;
spices for the anointing oil and the fragrant incense;
onyx stones, and other gemstones to be set in the ephod
and the priest’s chestpiece.

‘e Tabernacle and its sacred tent, its covering, clasps,

frames, crossbars, posts, and bases; form any
the Ark and its carrying poles; construc
the Ark's cover—the place of atonement; comman
e Inner curtain to shield the Ark; 250 M
e table, its carrying poles, and all its utensils; othersw!
“he Bread of the Presence; to get to
for light, the lampstand, its accessories, the lamp cups, the peop
and the olive oil for lighting; " of the sa
e Incense altar and its carrying poles; tional gif
e anointing oil and fragrant incense; working
‘e curtain for the entrance of the Tabernacle; Moses ar
Te altar of burnt offering; enough T

Ne bronze grating of the altar and its carryi [
e rrying polesand manded 1

_ S 650 Mc
e washpasm with its stand; througho
e curtains for the walls of the courtyard; more gif’

25 Hebrew the two tablets of the Testimony; see note on 25:16.  35:21 Hebrew Tent o A
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. =8 - drank no water. And the Lorp* wrote the terms of the the posts and their bases;

. but please fprlgwe ousrs;g -nant—the Ten Commandments*—on the stone tablets.  the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard;
B OWTL Specla . posse vl “When Moses came down Mount Sinaj carrying the two '8 the tent pegs of the Tabernacle and courtyard and their
Iammakinga corvfenanm 0 ¢ tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant * he ropes;

people. Iwill pe qrmau o " Laware that his face had become radiant because he 19 the beautifully stitched garments for the priests to wear
formed anywh(zre mwi]lﬂ‘ - spoken to the Lorp. 30So when Aaron and the people of while ministering in the Holy Place—the sacred
*e people aroun yc.'ﬁ dispi = saw the radiance of Moses’ face, they were afraid to garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments for
wesome power I wi - “=near him. his sons to wear as they minister as priests.”
Deverything I commany 5ut Moses called out to them and asked Aar n and all

you and drive out the Ams o, d f th . d(;\ at ked 2080 the whole community of Israel left Moses and re-
zites, Hivites, and Jebusiss. — gTh o ccl)lmlrlnumty }0 cgne o;zer, Al he dah'e turned to their tents. 21All whose hearts were stirred and
aake a treaty with the pespié ;;2; . g; ran ;u tehg?r)lrs’tﬁu% i oS; ésiih:%gssiafi \:g‘l whose spirits were moved came and brought their sacred of-

are going. If you do, you miit o Moﬁnt Sinai. 33When Moses finished speakin g‘]m th ferings to the Lorp. They brought all the materials needed for
Tapped. 13Instead, you il . e Etiiie dhis Facemwt th aveil. 4But wheng.ver h gwent the Tabernacle,* for the performance of its rituals, and for
s, smash their sacred i - T £ Meeti K th the h d the sacred garments. 22Both men and women came, all whose
oles. 14You must worshEm ¢ Tent of Meeting to speak with the Lorp, he would re-

- - ; A e Dearts were willing. They brought to the Lorp their offerings
: _jw_elevivﬂh];?m h?i cag_nue g ut agtiillnLThenhhs w_ouldﬂg]ve of gold—brooches, earrings, rings from their fingers, and
- f; p eopleec\)’fGEsrrellsel w(é)ucl)(rilssee iheorlgziiafl t gx:ve;]no . lhr:ls necklaces. They presented gold objects of everykind as a Spe-
- th : ; b :

0 he would put the veil over his face un til he returned cial offering to the Lorp. 23All those who owned the following

s very name is Jealous. =i
1ztionship with you. g
2ty of any kind with the zes
after their gods, offerings

==k with the L orD, items willingly brought them: blue, purple, and scarlet thread;
e you to join them = @ - ’ fine linen and goat hair for cloth; and tanned ram skins and
0 with them. 1Then ya ctions for the Sabbath fine goatskin leather. 24And all who had silver and bronze ob-

crifice to other gods. 25
seduce your sons 1o i
ping other gods. ""Yae ™
netzl for yourselves.

3 £ Then Moses called together the whole community jects gave them as a sacred offering to the Lorp. And those
» B P Israel and told the Iﬁ “These are the instructions who had acacia wood brought it for use in the project.
of ; 5 By A e
0 has commanded you to follow. 2You have six days All the women who were skilled in sewing and spinning

ol 5 " prepared blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine linen
estival of Unleavenss Smsul - »ngﬁréou(r)gzdmarlytw (irk,tbuththle s;veréﬂ:i(iiaytrréutst cloth. 26l the women who were willing used their skills to
reat must be made Wi . AN or)lle wh%n‘\tgoikes :ﬁ It}?atodz rar)llusf bga it tg spin the goat hair into yarn. ’The leaders brought onyx
. Celebrate this fes You n¥ust not even light a fire in ar): of vour l?omes stones and the special gemstones to be set in the ephod and
arly spring, in the S Sabli th.” 8 yoLy the priest’s chestpiece. %They also brought spices and olive
sary of your deparmm= - ' oil for the light, the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense.
29 i
mal belongs to me. ol gs for the Tabernacle So the people of Israel every man and woman who was

e o . wThiciq ©a8er to help in the work the Lorp had given them through
0ses said to the whole community of Israel, “This s Moses—brought their gifts and gave them freely to the Lorp.
= LorD has commanded: 5Take a sacred offering for 30Then Moses told the people of Isra el, “The Lorp has

nerds of cattle and your i
soin donkey may D

ang a lamb or you . ff}tléhf(f;nvfmh generous hearts present the follow- specifically chosen Bezalel son of Uri, grandson of Hur, of
sack, you must b " ’ ) the tribe of Judah. 31The Lorp has filled Bezalel with the
yery firstborn som . “.ver, and bronze; Spirit of God, giving him great wisdom, ability, and expertise
me without an cf=mmg S -rple, and scarlet thread; in all kinds of crafts. 32He is a master craftsman, expert in
week 10T YOuT Crmam i nd goat hair for cloth; working with gold, silver, and bronze. 33He is skilled in en-
st StOp Working. 2 - ram skins and fine goatskin leather; gravingand mounting gemstones and in carving wood. He is
ood; a master at every craft. 34And the Lorp has given both him

for the lamps; and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the abil-

o1 the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; ity to teach their skills to others. 35The Lorp has given them

-11s, and other gemstones to be set in the ephod  special skills as engravers, designers, embroiderers in blue,

e priest’s chestpiece. purple, and scarlet thread on fine linen cloth, and weavers.

. Th 1 as craft i "
= all of you who are gifted craftsmen. Construct €Y excel as crattsmen and as designers

- at the Loro has commanded: 3 6 “The Lorp has gifted Bezalel, Oholiab, and the other

=rnacle and its sacred tent, its covering, clasps, skilled craftsmen with wisdom and ability to per-

=. Crossbars, posts, and bases; form any task involved in building the sanctuary. Let them

and its carrying poles; construct and furnish the Tabernacle, just as the Lorp has
-over—the place of atonement; commanded.”

-~ Curtain to shield the Ark; 280 Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and all the

s carrying poles, and all its utensils; others who were specially gifted by the Lorp and were eager

- of the Presence; to get to work. 3Moses gave them the materials donated by

12 lampstand, its accessories, the lamp cups,  the people of Israel as sacred offerings for the completion

= olive oil for lighting; of the sanctuary. But the people continued to bring addi-

:2 altar and its carrying poles; tional gifts each morning. “Finally the craftsmen who were
g oil and fragrant incense; working on the sanctuary left their work. SThey went to
= for the entrance of the Tabernacle; Moses and reported, “The people have given more than
- burnt offering; enough materials to complete the job the Lorp has com-
s oSl e T I = Zrating of the altar and its carrying polesand manded us to do!”

S0 Moses gave the command, and this messa ge was sent
£223 S S - “=sin with its stand; throughout the camp: “Men and women, do
O Fesmug o g i the walls of the courtyard; more gifts for the sanctuary. We have en
ol 34 B el =2 Lablets of the Testimony; see note on 25:16.  35:21 Hebrew Tent of Meeting.
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people stopped bringing their sacred offerings. 7Their con-
tributions were more than enough to complete the whole
project.

Building the Tabernacle
8The skilled craftsmen made ten curtains of finely woven
linen for the Tabernacle. Then Bezalel* decorated the cur-
tains with blue, purple, and scarlet thread and with skillfully
embroidered cherubim. 2All ten curtains were exactly the
same size—42 feet long and 6 feet wide.* 19Five of these
curtains were joined together to make one long curtain, and
the other five were joined to make a second long curtain.
""He made fifty loops of blue yarn and put them along the
edge of the last curtain in each set. 12The fifty loops along
the edge of one curtain matched the fifty loops along the
edge of the other curtain. 1*Then he made fifty gold clasps
and fastened the long curtains together with the clasps. In
this way, the Tabernacle was made of one continuous piece.

'4He made eleven curtains of goat-hair cloth to serve as a
tent covering for the Tabernacle. 15These eleven curtains
were all exactly the same size—45 feet long and 6 feet
wide.* 16Bezalel joined five of these curtains together to
make one long curtain, and the other six were joined to
make a second long curtain. 17He made fifty loops for the
edge of each large curtain. 8He also made fifty bronze
clasps to fasten the long curtains together. In this way, the
tent covering was made of one continuous piece. 19He com-
pleted the tent covering with a layer of tanned ram skins and
alayer of fine goatskin leather.

20For the framework of the Tabernacle, Bezalel con-
structed frames of acacia wood. 2'Each frame was 15 feet
high and 27 inches wide,* 22with two pegs under each
frame. All the frames were identical. 23He made twenty of
these frames to support the curtains on the south side of the
Tabernacle. 24He also made forty silver bases—two bases un-
der each frame, with the pegs fitting securely into the bases.
2For the north side of the Tabernacle, he made another
twenty frames, 26with their forty silver bases, two bases un-
der each frame. 7He made six frames for the rear—the west
side of the Tabernacle—28along with two additional frames
to reinforce the rear corners of the Tabernacle. 2These cor-
ner frames were matched at the bottom and firmly attached
at the top with a single ring, forming a single corner unit.
Both of these corner units were made the same way. 3950
there were eight frames at the rear of the Tabernacle, set in
sixteen silver bases—two bases under each frame.

31Then he made crossbars of acacia wood to link the
frames, five crossbars for the north side of the Tabernacle
32and five for the south side. He also made five crossbars for
the rear of the Tabernacle, which faced west. 33He made the
middle crossbar to attach halfway up the frames; it ran all
the way from one end of the Tabernacle to the other. 34He
overlaid the frames with gold and made gold rings to hold
the crossbars. Then he overlaid the crossbars with gold as
well.

35For the inside of the Tabernacle, Bezalel made a special
curtain of finely woven linen. He decorated it with blue, pur-
ple, and scarlet thread and with skillfully embroidered cher-
ubim. 36For the curtain, he made four posts of acacia wood
and four gold hooks. He overlaid the posts with gold and set
them in four silver bases.

37Then he made another curtain for the entrance to the

36:8 Hebrew he; also in 36:16, 20, 35. See 37:1.
[13.8 meters] long and 4 cubits (1.8 meters] wide.

sacred tent. He made it of finely woven linen and
embroidered it with exquisite designs using blue, purple,
and scarlet thread. 38This curtain was hung on gold hooks
attached to five posts. The posts with their decorated tops
and hooks were overlaid with gold, and the five bases were
cast from bronze. p
Building the Ark of the Covenant
3 Next Bezalel made the Ark of acacia wood—a sacred
chest 45 inches long, 27 inches wide, and 27 inches
high.* 2He overlaid it inside and outside with pure gold, and
he ran a molding of gold all around it. 3He cast four gold
rings and attached them to its four feet, two rings on each
side. “Then he made poles from acacia wood and overlaid
them with gold. SHe inserted the poles into the rings at the
sides of the Ark to carry it.

Then he made the Ark’s cover—the place of atone-
ment—from pure gold. It was 45 inches long and 27 inches
wide.* 7He made two cherubim from hammered gold and
placed them on the two ends of the atonement cover. 8He
molded the cherubim on each end of the atonement cover,
making itall of one piece of gold. 9The cherubim faced each
other and looked down on the atonement cover. With their
wings spread above it, they protected it.

Building the Table

1°Then Bezalel* made the table of acacia wood, 36 inches
long, 18 inches wide, and 27 inches high.* 1"He overlaid it
with pure gold and ran a gold molding around the edge
12He decorated it with a 3-inch border* all around, and he
ran a gold molding along the border. 13Then he cast four

gold rings for the table and attached them at the four cor

ners next to the four legs. 4The rings were attached near
the border to hold the poles that were used to carry the ta
ble. 'SHe made these poles from acacia wood and overlaié
them with gold. '6Then he made special containers of pure
gold for the table—bowls, pans, jars, and pitchers—to be
used in pouring out liquid offerings.

Building the Lampstand

7Then Bezalel made the lampstand of pure, hammereé

gold. He made the entire lampstand and its decorations o

one piece—the base, center stem, lamp cups, buds, and pet-

als. 18The lampstand had six branches going out from the
center stem, three on each side. 'Each of the six branches

had three lamp cups shaped like almond blossoms, com

plete with buds and petals. 2The center stem of the lamp-

stand was crafted with four lamp cups shaped like almong.

blossoms, complete with buds and petals. 2/ There was an 2

mond bud beneath each pair of branches where the s

branches extended from the center stem, all made of one
piece. 22The almond buds and branches were all of one

piece with the center stem, and they were hammered from.

pure gold.

#He also made seven lamps for the lampstand, lame
snuffers, and trays, all of pure gold. 24The entire lampstang.
along with its accessories, was made from seventy-fiv.
pounds* of pure gold.

Building the Incense Altar
2Then Bezalel made the incense altar of acaciawood. Itwa
18 inches square and 36 inches high,* with horns at i

36:9 Hebrew 28 cubits (12.9 meters) long and 4 cubits (1.8 meters) wide. 36:15 Hebrew 30 cubits
36:21 Hebrew 10 cubits (4.6 meters] high and 1.5 cubits (69 centimeters) wide. 37:1 Hebrew 2.5 cube

[115 centimeters]long, 1.5 cubits (69 centimeters) wide, and 1.5 cubits high.  37:6 Hebrew 2.5 cubits (115 centimeters) long and 1.5 cubits [69 centimeters.

wide. 37:10a Hebrew he; also in 37:17, 25.
high.  37:12 Hebrew a border of a handbreadth [8 centimeters).
ITcubit wide, a square, and 2 cubits (92 centimeters) high.

37:10b Hebrew 2 cubits[92 centimeters) long, 1 cubit (46 centimeters) wide, and 1.5 cubits [69 centimetest
37:24 Hebrew 1talent (34 kilograms].  37:25 Hebrew 1 cubit [46 centimeters] long am

-°rners carved from the same piece of wood as the altar it-  Inve
«2If. 26He overlaid the top, sides, and horns of the altar with 21Th
“regold, and heranagold molding around the entire altar. Taby
~ e made two gold rings and attached them on opposite ures
Zes of the altar below the gold molding to hold the carry- serve
“2 poles. 28He made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid the t
“em with gold. comy
“Then he made the sacred anointing oil and the fragrant Ahis
“-ense, using the techniques of a skilled incense maker.  gravi

scarl
24’_

Zuilding the Altar of Burnt Offering
3 Next Bezalel* used acacia wood to construct the 2,19:
~*J square altar of burnt offering. It was 7% feet wide, sheke
< feetlong, and 4% feet high.* 2He made horns foreachof 257

= four corners so that the horns and altar were all one piece. silver
“=overlaid the altar with bronze, 3Then he madeall thealtar 26Thi:
“=nsils of bronze—the ash buckets, shovels, basins, meat regist
s, and firepans. 4Next he made a bronze grating and in-  sheke
=lled it halfway down the side of the altar, under the ledge. lected
-2 cast fou.r rings and attached them to the corners of the birthc
“onze grating to hold the carrying poles. 6He made the ary we
“oes from acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze, 7He quirec
serted the poles through the rings on the sides of the altar. base.*

-7 altar was hollow and was made from planks. make
o 0Sts.
“uilding the Washbasin P 297

“=zalel made the bronze washbasin and its bronze stand pound
“m bronze mirrors donated by the women who served at for the

‘= entrance of the Tabernacle.* bronze
o 31Bron
“uilding the Courtyard suppor

“2n Bezalel made the courtyard, which was enclosed with the cur
~1ains made of finely woven linen. On the south side the pegs fo

-lainswere 150 feet long. * 19They were held up by twenty

*Is set securely in twenty bronze bases, He hung the cur-  Clothi

“7is with silver hooks and rings. 1"He made a similar set of

~ains for the north side—150 feet of curtains held up by

39,

posts set securely in bronze bases, He hung the cur-  wear wi

“s with silver hooks and rings. 2The curtains on the west had con
“d of the courtyard were 75 feet long,* hung with silver

°%s and rings and supported by ten posts set into ten Makin,
<is. 3The east end, the front, was also 75 feet long. 2Bezale]

“The courtyard entrance was on the east end, flanked by broider

J curtains. The curtain on the right side was 221 feet thread.:
“g7and Wwas supported by three posts set into three bases. of gold :

72 curtain on the left side was also 221 feet longandwas care, he
“oorted by three posts set into three bases. 16All the cur-  and scar
s used in the courtyard were made of finely woven linen. 4The
~2ch post had a bronze base, and all the hooks and rings joined at

-esilver. The tops of the posts of the courtyard were over- orative s
2 with §ilver, and the rings to hold up the curtains were linen emr
“e of silver. scarlet ]
*He made the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard 6They m
f ;elywoven linen, and he decorated it with beautifulem- gree. The

dery in blue, purple, and scarlet thread. It was 30 feet ofIsrael,
2 and its height was 74 feet,* just like the curtains of the on the sh
f;;artli walls. It was supported by four posts, each set priest rey
Zrely in its own bronze base. The tops of the posts were as the Lo
“laid with silver, and the hooks and rings were also made

ver. Making
“All the tent pegs used in the Tabernacle and courtyard 8Bezalel r
"= made of bronze. made it 1
= Hebrew he; also in 38:8, 9. : i i i

7 alsoin 38:30. 38:9 Elebrz»'ir 100, cez.?briersw[féu n'iéiiﬁf afgoetxirgsuﬁe s e
e tershalsoin 38:15.  38:18 Hebrew 20 Cubits[9.2 meters) long and 5 cubits (2.3 mete
“ony.  38:24 Hebrew 29 talents and 730 shekels [994 kilograms). Each shekel weighed

(3,420 kilograms).  38:26 Or 0.20unces, or 6grams.  38:27 Hebrew 100 talents|
<% Hebrew 1,775 shekels [20.2 kilograms).  38:29 Hebrew 70 talents and 2,400 shekels.
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; i ~<rs carved from the same piece of wood as the altar it- Inventory of Materials o e

ie made it _of finely WQVer{ﬂhEenu?p[: He overlaid the top, sides, and horns of the altar with 2'This is an inventory of the materials used in building the
with exquisite designs using b fdphooh . =£0ld, and heran a gold molding around the entire altar. Tabernacle of the Covenant.* The Levites compiled the fig-
ad. *#This curtain was hung (;’ o g:ated tops = made two gold rings and attached them on opposite ures, as Moses directed, and Ithamar son of Aaron the priest
s, The postiiin et f‘ecobases werg of the altar below the gold molding to hold the carry- served as recorder. 22Bezalel son of Uri, grandson of Hur, of
overlaid with gold, and the five | -~ les. 2%He made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid - the tribe of Judah, made everything just as the Lorp had
- ; ~ with gold. commanded Moses. 2He was assisted by Oholiab son of

“7en he made the sacred anointing oil and the fragrant Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, a craftsman expert at en-
“se, using the techniques of a skilled incense maker. graving, designing,. and_ embroidering with blue, purple, and
2 27 inches wide, and 27 inche ) scarlet thread on fine linen cloth. # )
inches long, 27 1 id -ﬂ{ ure gold, znt } Jing the Altar of Burnt Offering 2The people brought special offerings of gold totaling
e meldeand it 'te \:;1{2 East four golf 2 © Next Bezalel* used acacia wood to construct the 2,193 pounds,* as measured by the weight of the sanctuary
ﬂgdofhgc’ldtg‘ilt:rf%‘gﬂele't two rings on R square altar of burnt offering. It was 7% feet wide, shekel. This gold was used throughout the Tabernacle.
hed them d

Ark of the Covenant 1
alel made the Ark of acacia wood—a sacret

e 5 A *of

N d and overiae ==t long, and 4Y; feet high.* 2He made horns for each of 25The whole community of }srael gave 7,545 pounds* o
made poles frotl‘“ ace;;;air\:\g)me rings at - corners so that the horns and altar were all one piece. silver, as measured by the weight of the sanctuary shekel.
:SHe msefedt e po | =rlaid the altar with bronze. 3Then hemade all the altar  26This silver came from the tax collected from each man
¢o carty it.

ade the Ark’s cover—the place of atome 1
::S gold. It was 45 inches long and 27 m i
de two cherubim from hammered go
2 two ends of the atonement cover-
1 on each end of the atonement ‘
one piece of gold. *The cherubim faced ‘
=4 down on the atonement cover. With i i
bove it, they protected it. J|:

s of bronze—the ash buckets, shovels, basins, meat registered in the census. (The tax is one beka, which is half a
and firepans. “Next he made a bronze gratingand in-  shekel* based on the sanctuary shekel.) The tax was col-

- T halfway down the side of the altar, under the ledge. lected from 603,550 men who had reached their twentieth
=<1 four rings and attached them to the corners of the birthday. 27The hundred bases for the frames of the sanctu-
= grating to hold the carrying poles. 6He made the ary walls and for the posts supporting the inner curtain re-
"om acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 7He quired 7,500 pounds of silver, about 75 pounds for each
“=d the poles through the rings on the sides of the altar. base.* 28The remaining 45 pounds* of silver was used to
=r was hollow and was made from planks. make the hooks and rings and to overlay the tops of the

posts.
“ng the Washbasin 2Th

Table

i e the table of acacia wood, 36 T
i»:fgg, and 27 inches high.* '"He oves
4 2nd ran a gold molding around the
ith a 3-inch border* all around. &
g along the border. '3Then he caﬂ: “
the table and attached them at the foar
he four legs. 14The rings were artachfsll‘ -
hold the poles that were.used to cam o e
e these poles from acacia wood anc

4. sThen he made special containers 3 Sl
le—bowls, pans, jars, and pitchers
g out liquid offerings.

Lampstand
: rr.adpe the lampstand of pure, hzm
¢ entire lampstand and its deca
2 base, center stem, lamp cups, buds,
d had six branches going 0%
¢ on each side. 19Each of the s&x &
cups shaped like almond bloss_gnm E

d petals. 20The center stem‘%_ m
d with four lamp cups shaped == &
plete with buds and petals. 2'There 7
,c;eam each pair of branches :ﬁm ,
nded from the center stem, all mas=ll
almond buds and branches were &
e center stem, and they were ham=

made seven lamps for the I
all of pure gold. #The e
accessories, was made from
re gold.

e Incense Altar
izl made the incense altar of aca

t5(69 centimeters wide. 37 1)

15 centimeters) long and 1.5 culis 550 :

centimeters) wide, and 1.5¢
37:25 Hebrew I cubit (45

= made the bronze washbasin and its bronze stand pounds* of bronz

~ance of the Tabernacle.*

"g the Courtyard 1
“zzalel made the courtyard, which was enclosed with the curtain at the entrance of the courtyard, and all the tent

e people also brought as special offerings 5,310
e, 3which was used for casting the bases
e entrance to the Tabernacle, and for the
bronze altar with its bronze grating and all the altar utensils.
31Bronze was also used to make the bases for the posts that
supported the curtains around the courtyard, the bases for

ze mirrors donated by the women who served at for the posts at th

made of finely woven linen. On the south side the pegs for the Tabernacle and the courtyard.
'ere 150 feetlong.* 19They were held up by twenty

= securely in twenty bronze bases. He hung the cur-  Clothing for the Priests

-1 silver hooks and rings. 17He made a similar set of 39 The craftsmen made beautiful sacred garments of
“or the north side—150 feet of curtains held up by blue, purple, and scarlet cloth—clothing for Aaron to
set securely in bronze bases. He hung the cur-  wear while ministering in the Holy Place, just as the Lorp
ver hooks and rings. 12The curtains on the west had commanded Moses.
= courtyard were 75 feet long,* hung with silver
ngs and supported by ten posts set into ten Making the Ephod
e east end, the front, was also 75 feet long. ZBezalel* made the ephod of finely woven linen and em-
-curtyard entrance was on the east end, flanked by broidered it with gold and with blue, purple, and scarlet
%s. The curtain on the right side was 221 feet thread. 3He made gold thread by hammering out thin sheets
‘2s supported by three posts set into three bases. of gold and cutting it into fine strands. With great skill and
“=nontheleftside was also 221; feet longandwas care, he worked it into the fine linen with the blue, purple,
' three posts set into three bases. 16All the cur- and scarlet thread.
" the courtyard were made of finelywovenlinen.  4The ephod consisted of two pieces, front and back,
- 1ad a bronze base, and all the hooks and rings joined at the shoulders with two shoulder-pieces. 5The dec-
~ {hetops of the posts of the courtyard were over- orative sash was made of the same materials: finely woven
and the rings to hold up the curtains were linen embroidered with gold and with blue, purple, and
scarlet thread, just as the Lorp had commanded Moses.
¢They mounted the two onyx stones in settings of gold fili-
gree. The stones were engraved with the names of the tribes
of Israel, just as a seal is engraved. 7He fastened these stones
on the shoulder-pieces of the ephod as a reminder that the
=I1s. T°It was supported by four posts, each set priest represents the people of Israel. All this was done just
= own bronze base. The tops of the posts were - as the Lorp had commanded Moses,
= silver, and the hooks and rings were also made

=2 the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard
enlinen, and he decorated it with beautiful em-
Jiue, purple, and scarlet thread. It was 30 feet
“eight was 7Y feet,* just like the curtains of the

Making the Chestpiece

8Bezalel made the chestpiece with great skill and care. He
made it to match the ephod, using finely woven linen
50in38:8,9. 38:1b Hebrew 5 cubits[2.3 meters] wide, 5 cubits long, a square, and 3 cubits (1.4 meters)high. 38:8
0. 38:9 Hebrew 100 cubits [46 meters]; also in 38:11. 38:12 Hebrew 50 cubits [23 meters}: also in 38:13. 38
15.  38:18 Hebrew 20 cubits[9.2 meters) long and 5 cubits (2.3 meters) high.  38:21 Hebrew the Tabern
rew 29 talents and 730 shekels (994 kilograms). Each shekel Wweighed about 0.4 ounces. 38:25 He!
msl.  38:26 Or 0.2 ounces, or 6grams.  38:27 Hebrew 100 talents (3,400 kilograms] of silver,
7iekels[20.2 kilograms).  38:29 Hebrew 70 talents and 2,400 shekels [2,407 kilograms].

=71 pegs used in the Tabernacle and courtyard
bronze.
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embroidered with gold and with blue, purple, and scarlet
thread. “He made the chestpiece of a single piece of cloth
folded to form a pouch nine inches* square. °They
mounted four rows of gemstones* on it. The first row con-
tained ared carnelian, a pale-green peridot, and an emerald.
11The second row contained a turquoise, a blue lapis lazuli,
and a white moonstone. 12The third row contained an or-
ange jacinth, an agate, and a purple amethyst. '3The fourth
row contained a blue-green beryl, an onyx, and a green jas-
per. All these stones were set in gold filigree. 4Each stone
represented one of the twelve sons of Israel, and the name
of that tribe was engraved on it like a seal.

15To attach the chestpiece to the ephod, they made
braided cords of pure gold thread. 16They also made two set-
tings of gold filigree and two gold rings and attached them to
the top corners of the chestpiece. 17They tied the two gold
cords to the rings on the chestpiece. '8They tied the other
ends of the cords to the gold settings on the shoulder-pieces
of the ephod. *Then they made two more gold rings and
attached them to the inside edges of the chestpiece next to
the ephod. 2Then they made two more gold rings and
attached them to the front of the ephod, below the shoulder-
pieces, just above the knot where the decorative sash was
fastened to the ephod. 21'They attached the bottom rings of
the chestpiece to the rings on the ephod with blue cords. In
this way, the chestpiece was held securely to the ephod
above the decorative sash. All this was done just as the Lorp
had commanded Moses.

Additional Clothing for the Priests
22Bezalel made the robe that is worn with the ephod from a
single piece of blue woven cloth, 2with an opening for
Aaron’s head in the middle of it. The opening was rein-
forced with a woven collar* so it would not tear. 24They
made pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and at-
tached them to the hem of the robe. 25They also made bells
of pure gold and placed them between the pomegranates
along the hem of the robe, 26with bells and pomegranates al-
ternating all around the hem. This robe was to be worn
whenever the priest ministered before the Lorp, just as the
Lorp had commanded Moses.

27They made tunics for Aaron and his sons from fine
linen cloth. 28The turban and the special head coverings
were made of fine linen, and the undergarments were also
made of finely woven linen. 2The sashes were made of
finely woven linen and embroidered with blue, purple, and
scarlet thread, just as the Lorp had commanded Moses.

30Finally, they made the sacred medallion—the badge of
holiness—of pure gold. They engraved it like a seal with
these words: HoLy To THE LorD. 3'They attached the medal-
lion with a blue cord to Aaron’s turban, just as the Lorp had
commanded Moses.

Moses Inspects the Work

32And so at last the Tabernacle* was finished. The Israelites
had done everything just as the Lorp had commanded
Moses. 33And they brought the entire Tabernacle to Moses:

the sacred tent with all its furnishings, clasps, frames,
crossbars, posts, and bases;
34 the tent coverings of tanned ram skins and fine goatskin
leather;
the inner curtain to shield the Ark;
35 the Ark of the Covenant* and its carrying poles;
39:9 Hebrew 1span (23 centimeters].
39:32 Hebrew the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; also in 39:40.

in 40:6,29.
Testimony; also in 40:5,21.

39:10 The identification of some of these gemstones is uncertain.
39:35 Or Ark of the Testimony. ~40:2a Hebrew the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; a8
40:2b Hebrew the first day of the first month. This day of the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurred in March or April.
40:7 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 40:12, 22, 24,26,30,32, 34, 35.

the Ark’s cover—the place of atonement;
36 the table and all its utensils;
the Bread of the Presence;

37 the pure gold lampstand with its symmetrical lamp
cups, all its accessories, and the olive oil for
lighting;

38 the gold altar; ’

the anointing oil and fragrant incense;
the curtain for the entrance of the sacred tent;
39 the bronze altar;
the bronze grating and its carrying poles and utensils;
the washbasin with its stand;

40 the curtains for the walls of the courtyard;

the posts and their bases;

the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard;

the ropes and tent pegs;

all the furnishings to be used in worship at the
Tabernacle;

41 the beautifully stitched garments for the priests to wear
while ministering in the Holy Place—the sacred
garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments for
his sons to wear as they minister as priests.

4280 the people of Israel followed all of the Lorp’s in-
structions to Moses. 3 Then Moses inspected all their work.
When he found it had been done just as the Lorp had com-
manded him, he blessed them.

The Tabernacle Completed
4 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2“Set up the Taberna-
cle* on the first day of the new year.* 3Place the Ark

of the Covenant* inside, and install the inner curtain to en-
close the Ark within the Most Holy Place. 4Then bring in the
table, and arrange the utensils on it. And bring in the lamp-
stand, and set up the lamps.

5“Place the gold incense altar in front of the Ark of the
Covenant. Then hang the curtain at the entrance of the Tab-
ernacle. 6Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the
Tabernacle entrance. 7Set the washbasin between the Tab-
ernacle* and the altar, and fill it with water. 8Then set up the
courtyard around the outside of the tent, and hang the cur-
tain for the courtyard entrance.

9“Take the anointing oil and anoint the Tabernacle an¢
all its furnishings to consecrate them and make them holy
10 Anoint the altar of burnt offering and its utensils to cor
secrate them. Then the altar will become absolutely holy
1INext anoint the washbasin and its stand to consecrat
them.

12“Present Aaron and his sons at the entrance of the Tak
ernacle, and wash them with water. 3Dress Aaron with the
sacred garments and anoint him, consecrating him to sen&
me as a priest. 4Then present his sons and dress them &
their tunics. 'SAnoint them as you did their father, so the
may also serve me as priests. With their anointing, Aaron®
descendants are set apart for the priesthood forever, fro=
generation to generation.”

16Moses proceeded to do everything just as the Lorp hat
commanded him. 7So the Tabernacle was set up on the firs
day of the first month of the second year. 18Moses erectet
the Tabernacle by setting down its bases, inserting the
frames, attaching the crossbars, and setting up the pos&
19Then he spread the coverings over the Tabernacle frame
work and put on the protective layers, just as the Lorp ha
commanded him.
39:23 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertais

40:3 Or Ark of the

“He took the stone tablets inscribed with the terms of
7€ covenant and placed them* inside the Ark. Then he at-
=Ched the carrying poles to the Ark, and he set the Ark’s
-over—the place of atonement—on top of it. 2iThen he
“rought the Ark of the Covenant into the Tabernacle and

ung the inner curtain to shield it from view, just as the
-OrD had commanded him.

2Next Moses placed the table in the Tabernacle, along

e :19rth side of the Holy Place, just outside the inner cur-
21 2And he arranged the Bread of the Presence on the ta-
¢ before the Lorb, just as the Lorb had commanded him.

““He set the lampstand in the Tabernacle across from the

ole on the south side of the Holy Place. 25Then he lit the

ps in t_he Loro’s presence, just as the Lorp had com-
<nded him. 2°He also placed the gold incense altar in the
“berniacle, in the Holy Place in front of the inner curtain.

Jn it he burned the fragrant incense, just as the Lorp had

mmanded him.

“He hung the curtain at the entrance of the Tabernacle
2nd he placed the altar of burnt offering near the Taber—,
*Cle entrance. On it he offered a burnt offering and a grain
“iering, just as the Lorp had commanded him.

“Next Moses placed the washbasin between the Taber-

£3-20 Hebrew He placed the Testimony; see note on 25:16.
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“*He took the stone tablets inscribed with the terms of
~1e covenant and placed them* inside the Ark. Then he at-
=ched the carrying poles to the Ark, and he set the Ark’s
-ver—the place of atonement—on top of it. 2'Then he
“rought the Ark of the Covenant into the Tabernacle and
".ng the inner curtain to shield it from view, just as the
--rp had commanded him.

“Next Moses placed the table in the Tabernacle, along
< north side of the Holy Place, just outside the inner cur-
<. 2And he arranged the Bread of the Presence on the ta-

= before the Lorb, just as the Lorp had commanded him.

“‘He set the lampstand in the Tabernacle across from the
«= e on the south side of the Holy Place. 25Then he lit the
“~Ds in the Lorp’s preserice, just as the Lorp had com-
“<"ded him. 26He also placed the gold incense altar in the

~<rnacle, in the Holy Place in front of the inner curtain,

- ithe burned the fragrant incense, just as the Lorp had
~manded him.
~He hung the curtain at the entrance of the Tabernacle,
< he placed the altar of burnt offering near the Taber-
< entrance. On it he offered a burnt offering and a grain

“ing, just as the Lorp had commanded him.
~ext Moses placed the washbasin between the Taber-

! ebrew He placed the Testimony; see note on 25:16.
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nacle and the altar. He filled it with water so the priests
could wash themselves. 3'Moses and Aaron and Aaron’s
sons used water from it to wash their hands and feet.
32Whenever they approached the altar and entered the Tab-
ernacle, they washed themselves, just as the Lorp had com-
manded Moses.

*3Then he hung the curtains forming the courtyard
around the Tabernacle and the altar. And he set up the cur-
tain at the entrance of the courtyard. So at last Moses fin-
ished the work.

The LORD’s Glory Fills the Tabernacle

34Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of
the Loro filled the Tabernacle. 33Moses could no longer en-
ter the Tabernacle because the cloud had settled down over
it, and the glory of the Lorb filled the Tabernacle.

3¢Now whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle,

the people of Israel would set out on their journey, following
it. 37But if the cloud did not rise, they remained where they
were until itlifted. 38The cloud of the Lorp hovered over the
Tabernacle during the day, and at night fire glowed inside
the cloud so the whole family of Israel could see it. This con-
tinued throughout all their journeys.




LEeviticus

Author Moses, according to tradition
Date Written 1445-1444 B.C.

Content Our entire lives should glorify God—from our religious worship to our daily tasks. With this
in mind, the book of Leviticus was written as a handbook for the priests and Levites (religious
servants) of Israel. Leviticus gives detailed rules concerning the daily lives of the Israelites and
special procedures for the worship of the LORD. It provides instructions for offering sacrifices. |
Leviticus also describes the proper methods for the Israelites to observe major festivals and
holidays and for the priests to carry out the duties of their office.

Procedures for the Burnt Offering
The Lorp called to Moses from the Tabernacle* and
said to him, 2“Give the following instructions to the peo-

ple of Israel. When you present an animal as an offering to
the Lorp, you may take it from your herd of cattle or your
flock of sheep and goats.

3“If the animal you present as a burnt offering is from the
herd, it must be a male with no defects. Bring it to the en-
trance of the Tabernacle so you* may be accepted by the
Lorb. 4Lay your hand on the animal’s head, and the Lorp
will accept its death in your place to purify you, making you
right with him.* SThen slaughter the young bull in the
Lorp’s presence, and Aaron’s sons, the priests, will present
the animal’s blood by splattering it against all sides of the al-
tar that stands at the entrance to the Tabernacle. 6Then skin
the animal and cut it into pieces. 7The sons of Aaron the
priest will build a wood fire on the altar. 8They will arrange
the pieces of the offering, including the head and fat, on the
wood burning on the aitar. 9But the internal organs and the
legs must first be washed with water. Then the priest will
burn the entire sacrifice on the altar as a burnt offering. It is
a special gift, a pleasing aroma to the Lorb.

10“If the animal you present as a burnt offering is from
the flock, it may be either a sheep or a goat, but it must be a
male with no defects. 11Slaughter the animal on the north
side of the altar in the Lorp’s presence, and Aaron’s sons,
the priests, will splatter its blood against all sides of the altar.
12Then cut the animal in pieces, and the priests will arrange
the pieces of the offering, including the head and fat, on the
wood burning on the altar. 13But the internal organs and the
legs must first be washed with water. Then the priest will
burn the entire sacrifice on the altar as a burnt offering. It is
a special gift, a pleasing aroma to the Lorb.

4“If you present a bird as a burnt offering to the Lorp,
choose either a turtledove or a young pigeon. '5The priest
will take the bird to the altar, wring off its head, and burn it
on the altar. But first he must drain its blood against the side
of the altar. '6The priest must also remove the crop and the
feathers* and throw them in the ashes on the east side of
the altar. 7Then, grasping the bird by its wings, the priest
will tear the bird open, but without tearing it apart. Then he
will burn it as a burnt offering on the wood burning on the
altar. It is a special gift, a pleasing aroma to the Lorp.

Procedures for the Grain Offering

2 “When you present grain as an offering to the Lorb, the
offering must consist of choice flour. You are to pour

olive oil on it, sprinkle it with frankincense, 2and bring it to

Aaron'’s sons, the priests. The priest will scoop out a handful

1:1 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; alsoin 1:3,5. 1:3Orit.
isuncertain.  3:2 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 3:8,13.

1:4 Or to make atonement for you.

of the flour moistened with oil, together with all the frank= ,
incense, and burn this representative portion on the altar. It .J
is a special gift, a pleasing aroma to the Lorp. 3The rest of .
the grain offering will then be given to Aaron and his sons. '
This offering will be considered a most holy part of the spe-
cial gifts presented to the Lorb. o0
+“If your offering is a grain offering baked in an oven, &
must be made of choice flour, but without any yeast. It may -
be presented in the form of thin cakes mixed with olive of
or wafers spread with olive oil. 5If your grain offering &
cooked on a griddle, it must be made of choice flour mixeg
with olive oil but without any yeast. 6Break it in pieces ang [
pour olive oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7If your grain offer
ing is prepared in a pan, it must be made of choice flour ang ‘
olive oil. i
8“No matter how a grain offering for the Lorp has beer b
prepared, bring it to the priest, who will present it at the a -
tar. °The priest will take a representative portion of the
grain offering and burn it on the altar. It is a special gift. .
pleasing aroma to the Lorp. 19The rest of the grain offering
will then be given to Aaron and his sons as their food. ThE i
offering will be considered a most holy part of the specia -
gifts presented to the Lorp. |
11"Do not use yeast in preparing any of the grain offes
ings you present to the Lorb, because no yeast or honey mas
be burned as a special gift presented to the Lorp. 12You ma
add yeast and honey to an offering of the first crops of yox
harvest, but these must never be offered on the altar as&
pleasing aroma to the Lorp. 13Season all your grain offes
ings with salt to remind you of God’s eternal covenad,f
Never forget to add salt to your grain offerings. I
14“If you present a grain offering to the Lorp from the
first portion of your harvest, bring fresh grain that &
coarsely ground and roasted on a fire. 15Put olive oil on the
grain offering, and sprinkle it with frankincense. 16Tk
priest will take a representative portion of the grain moist
ened with oil, together with all the frankincense, and burm#
as a special gift presented to the Lorb.

Procedures for the Peace Offering

“If you present an animal from the herd as a peace &

fering to the Lorb, it may be a male or a female, but &
must have no defects. 2Lay your hand on the animal’s heat.
and slaughter it at the entrance of the Tabernacle.* The
Aaron’s sons, the priests, will splatter its blood against &'
sides of the altar. 3The priest must present part of this peas
offering as a special gift to the Lorp. This includes all the &
around the internal organs, 4the two kidneys and the &
around them near the loins, and the long lobe of the I
1:16 Or the crop and its contents. The meaning of the Hebraw

"= must be removed with the kidneys, Sand Aaron’s sons ol
ourn them on top of the burnt offering on the wood ar
ng on the altar. It is a special gift, a pleasing aromato cc
; sl:
~ T you present an animal from the flock as a peace of- so
"2 to the Loro, it may be a male or a female, but it must in
= no defects. 7If you present a sheep as your offering, fr
“Z itto the Lorb, #lay your hand on its head, and slaughter bl
* front of the Tabernacle. Aaron’s sons will then splatter stz
= sheep’s blood against all sides of the altar. 9The priest po
-t present the fat of this peace offeringas a special giftto bu
= Lorp. This includes the fat of the broad tail cut off near th
1= backbone, all the fat around the internal organs, 9the alt
» Kidneys and the fat around them near the loins, and the for
"2 lobe of the liver. These must be removed with the kid- rif
*. 'and the priest will burn them on the altar. It is a spe-  wil
tof food presented to the Lorp. the
you present a goat as your offering, bring it to the as!
3lay your hand on its head, and slaughteritin frontof fer
- [abernacle. Aaron’s sons will then splatter the goat's
od against all sides of the altar. 14The priest must present cor
= of this offering as a special gift to the Lorp. This in- stil
es all the fat around the internal organs, 'sthe two kid- bri
and the fat around them near the loins, and the long lay
the liver. These must be removed with the kidneys, wh
~d the priest will burn them on the altar. It is a special gift Thi
20d, a pleasing aroma to the Lorb. All the fat belongsto fin
Lorp. of t
You must never eat any fat or blood. This is a perma- the
v foryou,and it must be observed from generationto goa

“eration, wherever you live.” Thr
his |
»cedures for the Sin Offering give

J‘ Then Fhe Lorb said to Moses, 2“Give the following in- 2
structions to the people of Israel. This is howyouareto the
= with those who sin unintentionally by doing anything guil
Tolates one of the Lorp’s commands. brin
[T the high priest* sins, bringing guilt upon the entire fect
Taunity, he must give a sin offering for the sin he has and
~mitted. He must present to the Lorp a young bull with slau
~etects. 4He must bring the bull to the Lorp at the en- bloo
“ce of the Tabernacle,* lay his hand on the bull’s head, Hev
- slaughter it before the Lorp. 5The high priest will then 31Th
= some of the bull’s blood into the Tabernacle, 6dip his the f
z=r in the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the tar, a
n front of the inner curtain of the sanctuary. ’The proc
=t will then put some of the blood on the horns of the al-  with
or fragrant incense that stands in the Lorp’s presence 32
22 the Tabernacle. He will pour out the rest of the bull's bea
d at the base of the altar for burnt offerings at the en- head
“ce of the Tabernacle. 8Then the priest must remove all burn
“at of the bull to be offered as a sin offering. This in- his fi
“2s all the fat around the internal organs, 9the two kid- horn
= and the fat around them near the loins, and the long rest ¢
= of the liver. He must remove these along with the kid- move
= "%justas he does with cattle offered as a peace offering, prese
- burn them on the altar of burnt offerings. ""Buthemust tar or
= whatever is left of the bull—its hide, meat, head, legs, thist
mal organs, and dung—12and carty it away to a place makis
“de the camp that is ceremonially clean, the place where
hesare dumped. There, on the ash heap, he willburnit  Sins
: wood fire. ol
If the entire Israelite commurity sins by violating one 5 S
“< Lorp’s commands, but the people don't realize i, they tify, a
4l guilty. "“When they become aware of their sin, the 2C

=orew the anointed priest; alsoin 4:5,16.  4:4 Hebrew Tent o Meeting; in4:
©vin4:26,31, 35, 4 gialsoim
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=se must be removed with the kidneys, Sand Aaron’s sons people must bring a young bull as an offering for their sin
ourn them on top of the burnt offering on the wood and present it before the Tabernacle. 15The elders of the
Ting on the altar. It is a special gift, a pleasing aroma to  community must then lay their hands on the bull’s head and
LORD. slaughter it before the Lorp. 16The high priest will then take
If you present an animal from the flock as a peace of- some of the bull's blood into the T abernacle, 7dip his finger
“2 to the Lorb, it may be a male or a female, but it must in the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the Lorp in
= 10 defects. 7If you present a sheep as your offering, front of the inner curtain. 8He will then put some of the
~2ittothe Lorp, 8lay your hand on its head, and slaughter blood on the horns of the altar for fragrant incense that
" ront of the Tabernacle. Aaron’s sons will then splatter - stands in the Lorp's presence inside the Tabernacle. He will
“neep’s blood against all sides of the altar. 9The priest pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar for
“ present the fat of this peace offeringasa Specialgiftto burnt offerings at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 19Then
~orD. This includes the fat of the broad tail cut off near the priest must remove all the animal’s fat and burn it on the
“ackbone, all the fat around the internal organs, '%the  altar, 2%ust as he does with the bull offered as a sin offering
dneys and the fat around them near the loins,and the  for the high priest. Through this process, the priest will pu-
2be of the liver. These must be removed with the kid- rify the people, making them right with the Lorp,* and they
'and the priest will burn them on the altar. It is a spe-  will be forgiven. 2'Then the priest must take what is left of
Tt of food presented to the Lorp. the bull and carry it outside the camp and burn it there, just
If you present a goat as your offering, bring it to the as is done with the sin offering for the high priest. This of-
*layyour hand on its head, and slaughteritin frontof fering is for the sin of the entire congregation of Israel.
~zbernacle. Aaron’s sons will then splatter the goat's 22“If one of Israel's leaders sins by violating one of the
- 2gainst all sides of the altar. 14The priest must present commands of the Lorp his God but doesn't realize it, he is
¢ this offering as a special gift to the Lorp. This in- still guilty. 2When he becomes aware of his sin, he must
: all the fat around the internal organs, 'Sthe two kid- bring as his offering a male goat with no defects. 2¢He must
2nd the fat around them near the loins, and the long lay his hand on the goat’s head and slaughter it at the place
 the liver. These must be removed with the kidneys, where burnt offerings are slaughtered before the Loro.
‘e priestwill burn them on the altar. Itis a specialgift This is an offering for his sin. 25Then the priest will dip his
Z.a pleasing aroma to the Lorp. All the fat belongsto  finger in the blood of the sin offering and put it on the horns
RD. of the altar for burnt offerings. He will pour out the rest of
JU must never eat any fat or blood. This is a perma- the blood at the base of the altar. 26Then he must burn all the
=wforyou,and it must be observed from generationto goat's faton the altar, justas he does with the peace offering.
ztlon, wherever you live.” Through this process, the priest will purify the leader from
his sin, making him right with the Lorp, and he will be for-
=dures for the Sin Offering given.
“=n the Lorb said to Moses, 2“Give the following in- 27If any of the common people sin by violating one of
~.ctions to the people of Israel. This is how youareto the Lorp’s commands, but they don’t realize it, they are still
1 those who sin unintentionally by doing anything  guilty. 22When they become aware of their sin, they must
zles one of the Lorp’s commands. bring as an offering for their sin a female goat with no de-
“2 high priest* sins, bringing guilt upon the entire fects. 29They must lay a hand on the head of the sin offering
%y, he must give a sin offering for the sin he has and slaughter it at the place where burnt offerings are
He must present to the Lorp a young bull with  slaughtered. 30Then the priest will dip his finger in the
-Is. “He must bring the bull to the Lorp at the en- blood and put it on the horns of the altar for burnt offerings.
- the Tabernacle,* lay his hand on the bull's head, He will pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar.
-<nter it before the Lorp. 5The high priest will then 31Then he must remove all the goat’s fat, just as he does with
“< of the bull’s blood into the Tabernacle, Sdip his the fat of the peace offering. He will burn the fat on the al-
~ the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the tar, and it will be a pleasing aroma to the Lorp. Through this
ont of the inner curtain of the sanctuary. “The = process, the priest will purify the people, making them right
then put some of the blood on the horns of the al- with the Lorp, and they will be forgiven.
=grant incense that stands in the Lorp's presence 32'If the people bring a sheep as their sin offering, it must
Tabernacle. He will pour out the rest of the bull’'s be a female with no defects. 33They must lay a hand on the
"2 base of the altar for burnt offerings at the en- head of the sin offering and slaughter it at the place where
“e Tabernacle. 8Then the priest must remove all burnt offerings are slaughtered. 34Then the priest will dip
e bull to be offered as a sin offering. This in- his finger in the blood of the sin offering and put it on the
e fat around the internal organs, °the two kid- horns of the altar for burnt offerings. He will pour out the
¢ fat around them near the loins, and the long rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 35Then he must re-
ver. He must remove these along with the kid- moveall the sheep’s fat, just as he does with the fat of a sheep
25 he does with cattle offered as a peace offering, presented as a peace offering. He will burn the fat on the al-
“emon the altar of burnt offerings. 1"Buthe must tar on top of the special gifts presented to the Loro,. Through
I is left of the bull—its hide, meat, head, legs, this process, the priest will purify the people from their sin,
'=2ns, and dung—12and carry it away to a place making them right with the Lorp, and they will be forgiven.
2mp that is ceremonially clean, the place where
~=dumped. There, on the ash heap, he will burnit Sins Requiring a Sin Offering
re 5 “If you are called to testify about something you have
“nitire Israelite community sins by violating one seen or that you know about, it is sinful to refuse to tes-
* commands, but the people don’t realize it, they tify, and you will be punished for your sin.
"“When they become aware of their sin, the 2Or suppose you unknowingly touch s
ited priest; alsoin 4:5,16.  4:4 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 4:5,7, 14, 16,18.  4:20 Or will mak=
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ceremonially unclean, such as the carcass of an unclean ani-
mal. When you realize what you have done, you must admit
your defilement and your guilt. This is true whether it is a
wild animal, a domestic animal, or an animal that scurries
along the ground.
3“Or suppose you unknowingly touch something that
makes a person unclean. When you realize what you have
done, you must admit your guilt.
4“Or suppose you make a foolish vow of any kind,
whether its purpose is for good or for bad. When you realize
its foolishness, you must admit your guilt.
5“When you become aware of your guilt in any of these
ways, you must confess your sin. 6Then you must bring to
the Lorb as the penalty for your sin a female from the flock,
either a sheep or a goat. This is a sin offering with which the
priest will purify you from your sin, making you right with
the Lorp.*
7“But if you cannotafford to bring a sheep, you may bring
to the Lorp two turtledoves or two young pigeons as the
penalty for your sin. One of the birds will be for a sin offer-
ing, and the other for a burnt offering. 8You must bring
them to the priest, who will present the first bird as the sin
offering. He will wring its neck but without severing its head
from the body. °Then he will sprinkle some of the blood of
the sin offering against the sides of the altar, and the rest of
the blood will be drained out at the base of the altar. This is
anoffering for sin. 19The priest will then prepare the second
bird as a burnt offering, following all the procedures that
have been prescribed. Through this process the priest will
purify you from your sin, making you right with the Lorb,
and you will be forgiven.
11If you cannot afford to bring two turtledoves or two
young pigeons, you may bring two quarts* of choice flour
for your sin offering. Since it is an offering for sin, you must
not moisten it with olive oil or put any frankincense on it.
12Take the flour to the priest, who will scoop out a handful
as a representative portion. He will burn it on the altar on
top of the special gifts presented to the Loro. It is an offer-
ing for sin. 3Through this process, the priest will purify
those who are guilty of any of these sins, making them right
with the Lorp, and they will be forgiven. The rest of the flour
will belong to the priest, just as with the grain offering.”

Procedures for the Guilt Offering
14Then the Lorp said to Moses, 15If one of you commits a sin
by unintentionally defiling the Lorp'’s sacred property, you
must bring a guilt offering to the Lorp. The offering must be
your own ram with no defects, or you may buy one of equal
value with silver, as measured by the weight of the sanctuary
shekel.* 16You must make restitution for the sacred property
you have harmed by paying for the loss, plus an additional
20 percent. When you give the payment to the priest, he will
purify you with the ram sacrificed as a guilt offering, making
you right with the Lorp, and you will be forgiven.
17“Suppose you sin by violating one of the Lorp’s com-
mands. Even if you are unaware of what you have done, you
are guilty and will be punished for your sin. 18For a guilt of-
fering, you must bring to the priest your own ram with no
defects, or you may buy one of equal value. Through this
process the priest will purify you from your unintentional
sin, making you right with the Lorp, and you will be for-
given. '9This is a guilt offering, for you have been guilty of an
offense against the Lorp.”
5:6 Or will make atonement for you for your sin; similarly in 5:10,13, 16, 18.
0.4 ounces or 11 grams in weight.

6:8 Verses 6:8-30 are numbered 6:1-23 in Hebrew text.
6:21 The meaning of this Hebrew term is uncertain.

6:1 Verses 6:1-7 are numbered 5:20-26 in Hebrew text.
6:16 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 6:26,30.  6:20 Hebrew %o of an ephah (2.2 liters].
6:22 Hebrew the anointed priest.

Sins Requiring a Guilt Offering
6 *Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2“Suppose one of you
sins against your associate and is unfaithful to the Loro.
Suppose you cheat in a deal involving a security deposit, or
you steal or commit fraud, 3or you find lost property and lie
about it, or you lie while swearing to tell the truth, or you
commit any other such sin. 4If you have sinned in any of
these ways, you are guilty. You must give back whatever you
stole, or the money you took by extortion, or the security de-
posit, or the lost property you found, Sor anything obtained
by swearing falsely. You must make restitution by paying
the full price plus an additional 20 percent to the person
you have harmed. On the same day you must present a guilt
offering. 6As a guilt offering to the Lorp, you must bring to
the priest your own ram with no defects, or you may buy one
of equal value. 7Through this process, the priest will purify:
you before the Lorp, making you right with him,* and you
will be forgiven for any of these sins you have committed.”

Further Instructions for the Burnt Offering

8*Then the Lorp said to Moses, #“Give Aaron and his sons
the following instructions regarding the burnt offering. The
burnt offering must be left on top of the altar until the next
morning, and the fire on the altar must be kept burning all
night. 19In the morning, after the priest on duty has put on
his official linen clothing and linen undergarments, he must
clean out the ashes of the burnt offering and put them be-
side the altar. "Then he must take off these garments.
change back into his regular clothes, and carry the ashes
outside the camp to a place that is ceremonially clean
2Meanwhile, the fire on the altar must be kept burning; it
must never go out. Each morning the priest will add fresk
wood to the fire and arrange the burnt offering on it. He wik
then burn the fat of the peace offerings on it. 13Remember
the fire must be kept burning on the altar at all times. E
must never go out.

Further Instructions for the Grain Offering

1#“These are the instructions regarding the grain offering.

Aaron’s sons must present this offering to the Lorp in from

of the altar. 5The priest on duty will take from the grain of

fering ahandful of the choice flour moistened with olive o
together with all the frankincense. He will burn this repre-

sentative portion on the altar as a pleasing aroma to the
Lor. 16Aaron and his sons may eat the rest of the flour, bt
it must be baked without yeast and eaten in a sacred plag
within the courtyard of the Tabernacle.* 7Remember,
must never be prepared with yeast. I have given it to the
priests as their share of the special gifts presented to me

Like the sin offering and the guilt offering, it is most hol

18Any of Aaron’s male descendants may eat from the specia

gifts presented to the Lorp. This is their permanent rigt
from generation to generation. Anyone or anything that

touches these offerings will become holy.”

Procedures for the Ordination Offering k
19Then the Lorb said to Moses, 20“On the day Aaron and b
sons are anointed, they must present to the Lorp a grain@
fering of two quarts* of choice flour, half to be offered ®
the morning and half to be offered in the evening. 211t muzs
be carefully mixed with olive oil and cooked on a gridde
Then slice* this grain offering and present it as a pleasim
aroma to the Lorp. 22In each generation, the high pries®

5:11 Hebrew %o of an ephah [2.2 liters].  5:15 Each shekel was about
6:7 Or will make atonement for you before the LORD.

0 succeeds Aaron must prepare this same offering. It be-
nes to the Lorp and must be burned up completely. Thisis of;
~<rmanent law. 23All such grain offerings of a priest must fic
ourned up entirely. None of it may be eaten.” Sec
€Ol
:':her Instructions for the Sin Offering off
“hen thg Lol}D said to Moses, 25“Give Aaron and his sons it
‘= following instructions regarding the sin offering. The for
‘ mal given as an offering for sin is a most holy offering, eat
- 't must be slaughtered in the Lorp's presence at the
=2 where the burnt offerings are slaughtered. 26The not
=st who offers the sacrifice as a sin offering must eat his the
~onin asacred place within the courtyard of the Taber- nial
acle Anyone or anything that touches the sacrificial mes
2 will become holy. If any of the sacrificial blood spat- you
_On a person’s clothing, the soiled garment must be thin
! ::dA In a sacred place. 25If a clay pot is used to boil the unc
1 icial meat, it must then be broken. If a bronze pot is  ther
= itmust be scoured and thoroughly rinsed with water. you
“vmale from a priest’s family may eat from this offering;
; f,ost holy. 30But the offering for sin may not be eaten if The
=l s;:lt i»ge:}s*b'rouglht iﬁt(} thel Tabernacle as an offering for 22Th
fi In the Holy P
g e y Place. It must be completely Svr}:gi
B . foun
“ther Instructions for the Guilt Offering eate
7 These are the instructions for the guilt offering. It is 2°An
f.ost holy. 2The animal sacrificed as a guilt offering gift t
~ibe slaughtered at the place where the burnt offerings matt
2 ughtered, and its blood must be splattered againstall any b
= of the altar. 3The priest will then offer all its fat onthe cutol
<. Including the fat of the broad tail, the fat around the
;al organs, 4the two kidneys and the fat around them A Po
= the loins, and the long lobe of the liver. These are to be 28The
C i‘ed with the kld.neys, %and the priests will burn them tions
e altar as a special gift presented to the Lorp, This is fering
U ilt offering. éAny male from a priest’s family may eat 30Pres
eat. It must be eaten in a sacred place, for it is most to the
- lé same instructions apply to both the guilt offering E’rTeﬁg
- e sin offering. Both belong to the priest who uses will be
fo purify someone, making that person right with the thigh c
2." ®In the case of the burnt offering, the priest may thighr
- the hide of thg sacrificed animal. 9Any grain offering and th
as been baked in an oven, prepared inapan, or cooked breast
E f?dle- belongs to the priest who presentsit. 1°Allother cred o
;firelr(l)rll_gs, W_Tether made of dry flour or flour moist- Aaron’
- with olive oil, are to be shared equall
5, the descendants of Aaron. VAL e e l%;%ug:
i for Aar
“ther Instructions for the Peace Offering apart f¢
‘©se are the instructions regarding the different kinds anointe
=2ce offerings that may be presented to the Logp, 12[f portion
“resent your peace offering as an expression of thanks. ation to
: the usual animal sacrifice must be accompanied by  37Th
U5 kinds of bread made without yeast—thin cakes grain of
. with olive oil, wafers spread with oil, and cakes made as the «
ice ﬂour mixed with olive oil. 13This peace offeringof LORDga
sglving must also be accompanied by loaves of bread he com
- with yeast. ™One of each kind of bread must be pre- the Lor
< as a gift to the Lorp. It will then belong to the priest
platters the blood of the peace offering against the al-
+ ie meat of the peace offering of thanksgiving must
én on the same day it is offered. None of it may be
- for the next morning.
~ an offering to make atonement.
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7:7 Or to make atonement.
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succeeds Aaron must prepare this same offering. It be- '6“If you bringan offering to fulfillavowor asa voluntary
=5 to the Lorp and must be burned up completely. This is offering, the meat must be eaten on the same day the sacri-
- nanent law. 2All such grain offerings of a priest must  fice is offered, but whatever is left over may be eaten on the
“Urned up entirely. None of it may be eaten.” second day. '7Any meat left over until the third day must be
completely burned up. "8If any of the meat from the peace
“her Instructions for the Sin Offering offering is eaten on the third day, the person who presented
=1 the Lorp said to Moses, 25“Give Aaron and his sons  itwillnot be accepted by the Lorp, Yo willreceive no credit
“llowing instructions regarding the sin offering, The for .offering‘it‘ By then the meat will be contaminated; if you
2l given as an offering for sin is a most holy offering, eatit, you will be punished foryour sin.

- must be slaughtered in the Lorn's presence at the ~ 1*“Meat that touches anything ceremonially unclean may
where the burnt offerings are slaughtered. 26The not be eaten; it must be completely burned up. The rest of
who offers the sacrifice as a sin offering must eat his - the meat may be eaten, but only by people who are ceremo-
ninasacred place within the courtyard of the Taber- nially clean. 20If yoy are ceremonially unclean and you eat
*’Anyone or anything that touches the sacrificia] meat from a peace offering that was presented to the Lorp,
Il become holy. If any of the sacrificial blood spat-  You will be cut off from the community. 21If you touch any-

7 2 person’s clothing, the soiled garment must be thing that 1s unclean (whether it is human deflleme_nt oran
1in a sacred place. 28If 3 clay pot is used to boil the unclean animal or any other unclean, detestable thing) and
-lal meat, it must then be broken. If a bronge pot is - then eat meat from a peace offering presented to the Loro,
_must be scoured and thoroughly rinsed with water. you will be cut off from the community.”

Tmale from a priest’s family may eat from this offering;
stholy. 30But the offering for sin may not be eaten if The Forbidden Blood and Fat
1 was brought into the Tabernacle as an offering for 22Then the Lorp said to Moses, 23Give the following in-
ation* in the Holy Place. It must be completely structions to the people of Israel. You must never eat fat,

2 with fire, whether from cattle, sheep, or goats. 24The fat of an animal

found dead or torn to pieces by wild animals must never be
= Instructions for the Guilt Offering eaten, though it may be used for any other purpose.
ese are the instructions for the guilt offering. It is 25Anyone who eats fat from an animal presented ag aspecial
1 holy. 2The animal sacrificed as a guilt offering gift to the Lorp will be cut off from the community. 26No
slaughtered at the place where the burnt offerings matter where you live, you must never consurme the blopd of

< tered, and its blood must be splattered againstal] any bird or animal. 27Anyone wha consumes blood will be

e altar. The priest will then offer all its fat on the  cut off from the community.”
uding the fat of the broad tail, the fat around the

“rgans, “the two kidneys and the fat around them A Portion for the Priests
oins, and the long lobe of the liver. Thesearetobe 28Thep the Lorp said to Moses,

the Lorb. Bring the fat of the animal, together with the
breast, and lift up the breast as aspecial offering to the Loro.

ame instructions apply to both the guilt offering 3'Then the priest will burn the fat on the altar, but the breast
n offering. Both belong to the priest who uses will belong to Aaron and his descendants. 32Give the right

-rify someone, making that person right with the thigh of your peace offering to the priest as a gift. 33The right

~ the case of the burnt offering, the priest may  thigh must always be given to the priest who offers the blood

and the fat of the peace offering. 34For I have reserved the
breast of the special offering and the right thigh of the sa-
cred offering for the priests. It is the permanent right of

Aaron and his descendants to share in the peace offerings

brought by the people of Israel. 35This is their rightful share.

The special gifts presented to the Lorp have been reserved

for Aaron and his descendants from the time they were set

apart to serve the Lorp as priests. 360n the day they were

anointed, the Lorp commanded the Israelites to give these

fe Lorp. 12If  portions to the priests as their Permanent share from gener-
Jur peace offering as an expression of thanks- ation to generation.” ’ !

-sual animal sacrifice must be accompanied by *These are the instructions for the burnt offering, the
s of bread made without yeast—thin cakes grain offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering, as well
Ive oil, wafers spread with oil, and cakesmade as the ordination offering and the peace offering. 38The

-7 mixed with olive oil, 13This peace offeringof LORD gave these instructiops to Moses on Mount Sinai when

“ide of the sacrificed animal. °Any grain offering
en baked in an oven, prepared in a pan, or cooked
= belongs to the priest who presents it. A1l other

“1ngs, whether made of dry flour or flour moist-
Jlive oil, are to be shared equally among all the
-escendants of Aaron.

00d of the peace offering against the al- Ordination of the Priests
2t of the peace offering of thanksgiving must 8 Then the Lorp said to Moses, 2‘Bring Aaron and his
< same day it is offered. None of it may be sons, along with their sacred garments,

“=x<imorning. oil, the bull for the sin offering, the two ram
“2 make atonement.

7:7 Or to make atonement.
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of bread made without yeast, 3and call the entire commu-
nity of Israel together at the entrance of the Tabernacle.*”

S0 Moses followed the Lorp’s instructions, and the
whole community assembled at the Tabernacle entrance.
*Moses announced to them, “This is what the Lorp has com-
manded us to do!” 6Then he presented Aaron and his sons
and washed them with water. 7He put the official tunic on
Aaron and tied the sash around his waist. He dressed him in
the robe, placed the ephod on him, and attached the ephod
securely with its decorative sash. 8Then Moses placed the
chestpiece on Aaron and put the Urim and the Thummim
inside it. *He placed the turban on Aaron’s head and at-
tached the gold medallion—the badge of holiness—to the
front of the turban, just as the Lorp had commanded him.

1°Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the
Tabernacle and everything in it, making them holy. 1"He
sprinkled the oil on the altar seven times, anointing it and all
its utensils, as well as the washbasin and its stand, making
them holy. 12Then he poured some of the anointing oil on
Aaron’s head, anointing him and making him holy for his
work. 13Next Moses presented Aaron’s sons. He clothed
them in their tunics, tied their sashes around them, and put
their special head coverings on them, just as the Lorp had
commanded him.

14Then Moses presented the bull for the sin offering.
Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the bull’s head, 'sand
Moses slaughtered it. Moses took some of the blood, and
with his finger he put it on the four horns of the altar to pu-
rify it. He poured out the rest of the blood at the base of the
altar. Through this process, he made the altar holy by purify-
ing it.* 16Then Moses took all the fat around the internal or-
gans, the long lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys and the
fataround them, and he burned it all on the altar. '7He took
the rest of the bull, including its hide, meat, and dung, and
burned it on a fire outside the camp, just as the Lorp had
commanded him.

'8Then Moses presented the ram for the burnt offering.
Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the ram'’s head, "%and
Moses slaughtered it. Then Moses took the ram’s blood and
splattered it against all sides of the altar. 20Then he cut the
ram into pieces, and he burned the head, some of its pieces,
and the fat on the altar. 2'After washing the internal organs
and the legs with water, Moses burned the entire ram on the
altar as a burnt offering. It was a pleasing aroma, a special gift
presented to the Lorb, just as the Lorp had commanded him.

22Then Moses presented the other ram, which was the
ram of ordination. Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the
ram’s head, 2and Moses slaughtered it. Then Moses took
some of its blood and applied it to the Iobe of Aaron'’s right
ear, the thumb of his right hand, and the big toe of his right
foot. 24Next Moses presented Aaron'’s sons and applied some
of the blood to the lobes of their right ears, the thumbs of
their right hands, and the big toes of their right feet. He then
splattered the rest of the blood against all sides of the altar.

ZNext Moses took the fat, including the fat of the broad
tail, the fat around the internal organs, the long lobe of the
liver, and the two kidneys and the fat around them, along
with the right thigh. 260n top of these he placed a thin cake
of bread made without yeast, a cake of bread mixed with ol-
ive oil, and a wafer spread with olive oil. All these were taken
from the basket of bread made without yeast that was
placed in the Lorp’s presence. 27He put all these in the
hands of Aaron and his sons, and he lifted them up as a spe-
cial offering to the Lorp. 28Moses then took all the offerings
back from them and burned them on the altar on top of the

8:3 Hebrew Tent 0f Meeting; also in 8:4,31,33,35. 8:1 5 Or by making atone;
to make atonement for you. 9:40r cow; alsoin 9:18,19.

burnt offering. This was the ordination offering. It wasa
pleasing aroma, a special gift presented to the Lorp. 29Then
Moses took the breast and lifted it up as a special offering to
the Lorp. This was Moses’ portion of the ram of ordination,
just as the Lorp had commanded him,

30Next Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of
the blood that was on the altar, and he sprinkled them on
Aaron and his garments and on his sons and their garments.
In this way, he made Aaron and his sons and their garments
holy.

31Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the re-
maining meat of the offerings at the Tabernacle entrance,
and eat it there, along with the bread that is in the basket of
offerings for the ordination, just as I commanded when I
said, "Aaron and his sons will eat it.” 32Any meat or bread that
isleftover must then be burned up. 33You must not leave the
Tabernacle entrance for seven days, for that is when the or-
dination ceremony will be completed. 34Everything we have
done today was commanded by the Lorp in order to purify
you, making you right with him.* 35Now stay at the entrance
of the Tabernacle day and night for seven days, and de
everything the Lorp requires. If you fail to do this, you wil
die, for this is what the Lorp has commanded.” 3680 Aaron
and his sons did everything the Lorp had commande¢
through Moses.

The Priests Begin Their Work
9 After the ordination ceremony, on the eighth day, Moses
called together Aaron and his sons and the elders of Is
rael. 2He said to Aaron, “Take a young bull for a sin offering
and a ram for a burnt offering, both without defects, ané
present them to the Lorp. 3Then tel] the Israelites, ‘Take &
male goat for a sin offering, and take a calf and a lamb, bothz
year old and without defects, for a burnt offering. 4Also take
a bull* and a ram for a peace offering and flour moistene¢
with olive oil for a grain offering. Present all these offerings
to the Lorp because the Lorp will appear to you today.””

%S0 the people presented all these things at the entranc
of the Tabernacle,* just as Moses had commanded. Ther
the whole community came forward and stood before the
Lorp. ¢And Moses said, “This is what the Lorp has com
manded you to do so that the glory of the Lorp may appea
toyou.”

“Then Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and sacE
fice your sin offering and your burnt offering to purifi
yourself and the people. Then present the offerings of the
people to purify them, making them right with the Lorn*
justas he has commanded.”

880 Aaron went to the altar and slaughtered the calf asz
sin offering for himself. SHis sons brought him the bloog
and he dipped his finger in it and put it on the horns of the
altar. He poured out the rest of the blood at the base of the
altar. "9Then he burned on the altar the fat, the kidneys, an
the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering, just as the
Lorp had commanded Moses. 11The meat and the hide
however, he burned outside the camp.

'2Next Aaron slaughtered the animal for the burnt offer
ing. His sons brought him the blood, and he splattered
against all sides of the altar. 3Then they handed him eac
piece of the burnt offering, including the head, and &
burned them on the altar. 14Then he washed the internalee
gans and the legs and burned them on the altar along wit
the rest of the burnt offering.

15Next Aaron presented the offerings of the people. &
slaughtered the people’s goatand presented it as an offerimg

ment for it; or that offerings for purification might be made onit. 8:340r

9:5 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; alsoin 9:23.  9:70r io make atonement for them.

-t their sin, just as he had first done with the offering for his
-7 sin. 16Then he presented the burnt offering and sacri-
“ced it in the prescribed way. 7He also presented the grain

“Tering, burning a handful of the flour mixture on the altar,
= addition to the regular burnt offering for the morning.

'®Then Aaron slaughtered the byll and the ram for the
==ople’s peace offering. His sons brought him the blood,
ind he splattered it against all sides of the altar. 1Then he
20k the fat of the bull and the ram—the fat of the broad tail
=d from around the internal organs—along with the kid-
’s and the long lobes of the livers, 20He placed these fat
“ortions on top of the breasts of these animals and burned
-12m on the altar. 2'Aaron then lifted up the breasts and
T highs as a special offering to the Lorp, just as Moses
“2d commanded.

*2After that, Aaron raised his hands toward the people
=d blessed them. Then, after presenting the sin offering,
e burnt offering, and the peace offering, he stepped down
“om the altar. 23Then Moses and Aaron went into the Tab-
=Tacle, and when they came back out, they blessed the peo-
7' again, and the glory of the Lorp appeared to the whole
-ommunity. 24Fire blazed forth from the Lorp's presence
=nd consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar.
Vhen the people saw this, they shouted with joy and fell
=ce down on the ground.

The Sin of Nadab and Abihy
7 0 Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihy put coals of fire in
their incense burners and sprinkled incense over
“em. In this way, they disobeyed the Lorp by burning be-
-ore him the wrong kind of fire, different than he had com-
anded. 2So fire blazed forth from the Lorp’s presence and
“urned them up, and they died there before the Lorp.
3Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lorp meant
hen he said,

I'will display my holiness

through those who come near me.
I'will display my glory

before all the people.””

“nd Aaron was silent.
“Then Moses called for Mishael and Elzaphan, Aaron’s
ousins, the sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel. He said to them,
“ome forward and carry away the bodies of your relatives
~omin front of the sanctuary to a place outside the camp.”
30 they came forward and picked them up by their gar-
“ents and carried them out of the camp, just as Moses had
“ommanded.

*Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Itha-
7ar, “Do not show grief by leaving your hair uncombed* or
*v tearing your clothes. If you do, you will die, and the
-ORD's anger will strike the whole community of Israel.
“Owever, the rest of the Israelites, your relatives, may
iourn because of the Lorp's fiery destruction of Nadab and
“bihu. 7But you must not leave the entrance of the Taberna-

&” or you will die, for you have been anointed with the
-ORD's anointing oil.” So they did as Moses commanded.

Astructions for Priestly Conduct
‘hen the Lorp said to Aaron, *“You and your descendants

Tust never drink wine or any other alcoholic drink before
ing into the Tabernacle. If you
“.rmanent law for you, and it must be observed from gener-
“lon to generation. 19You must distinguish between what is

do, you will die. This is a

=Cred and what is common, between what is ceremonially

06 Orby uncovering your heads. 10:7 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; alsoin 10:9
=ntification of some of the animals,
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- their sin, just as he had first done with the offeringforhis unclean and What is clean. 11And you must teach the Israel-
7 sin. 6Then he presented the burnt offering and sacri- ites all the decrees that the Lorp has given them through

-=d it in the prescribed way. 17He also presented the grain  Moses.”
=ring, burning a handful of the flour mixture on the altar,  12Then Moses said to Aaron and his remaining sons, Elea-
=ddition to the regular burnt offering for the morning. zarand Ithamar, “Take what is left of the grain offering after
“Then Aaron slaughtered the bull and the ram for the a portion has heen Presented as a special gift to the Lorp,
=ople’s peace offering. His sons brought him the blood, and eatitbeside the altar. Make sure it contains no yeast, for
= Ne splattered it against all sides of the altar. WThen he it is most holy. 13You must eat it in 3 sacred place, for it has
scendants as your portion of

< the fat of the bull and the ram—the fat of the broad tai been given to you and your de
the special gifts presented to the Lorb. These are the com-

°< from around the interna] organs—along with the kid-
s and the long lobes of the livers. 20He placed these fat mands I have been given. “But the breast and thigh that
“10ns on top of the breasts of these animals and burned werelifted up asaspecial offering may be eaten in any place
71 on the altar. 2'Aaron then lifted up the breasts and that is ceremonially clean. These parts have been given to
= thighs as a special offering to the Lorp, just as Moses you and your descendants as your portion of the peace of-
- commanded, ferings presented by the people of Israel, '5You must lift up
“After that, Aaron raised his hands toward the People  the thigh and breast as 2 special offering to the Lorp, along
- blessed them. Then, after presenting the sin offering, with the fat of the Special gifts. These parts will belong to
“umntoffering, and the peace offering, he stepped down you and your descendants as Your permanent right, just as
the Lorp has commanded ”

7 the altar. 2Then Moses and Aaron went into the Tab-
'Moses then asked them what had happened to the goat

=’le,and when they came back out, they blessed the peo-

“2ain, and the glory of the Lorp appeared to the whole of the sin offering. When he discovered it had been burned
~Tunity, 4Fire blazed forth from the Lorp’s presence up, he became very angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s
- consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. remaining sons. 7*Why didn’tyou eat the sin offeringin the

= the people saw this, they shouted with joy and fell sacred area?” he demanded. “It is a holy offering! The Lorp

20wn on the ground. hasgiven ittoyou to remove the guilt of the community and
to purify the people, making them right with the Lorp.*
'8Since the animal’s blood was not brought into the Holy
Place, you should have eaten the meat in the sacred area asl
ordered you.”

Then Aaron answered Moses, “Today my sons pre-
sented both their sin offeringand their burnt offering to the
Lorp. And yet this fragedy has happened to me. If I had
eaten the people’s sin offering on such a tragic day as this,
would the Lorp have been pleased?” 20And when Moses
heard this, he was satisfied, i

= Sin of Nadab and Abihu

their incense burners and sprinkled incense over
[n this way, they disobeyed the Lorp by burning be-
“im the wrong kind of fire, different than he had com-
~2d. 280 fire blazed forth from the Lorp’s presence and
=d them up, and they died there before the Lorp.
“72n Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lorp meant
" he said,

'l display my holiness

“rough those who come near me. Ceremonially Clean and Unclean Animals

gl Then the Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, 2“Give the
. ;;dolrsslaaﬁ/tr}rg glec;ryl o 1 1 following instructions to the people of Israel.

o People; “Of all the land animals, these are the ones you may use
“aron was silent.

for food. 3You may eat any animal that has completely split
"0 Moses called for Mishael and Elzaphan, Aaron’s hooves and chews the cud. 4You may not, however, eat the
==, the sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel. He said to them, following animals* that have split hooves or that chew the
forward and carry away the bodies of your relatives cud, but not both. The camel chews the cud but does not
" front of the sanctuary to a place outside the camp.” have split hooves, so it is ceremonially unclean for you. SThe
=" came forward and picked them up by their gar- hyrax* chews the cud but does not have split hooves, so it is
2nd carried them out of the camp, just as Moses had  unclean, °The hare chews the cud but does not have split
anded. hooves, so it is unclean, The pig has evenly split hooves but
=" Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Itha- does not chew the cud, so itis unclean. 8You may not eat the
J not show grief by leaving your hair uncombed* or meat of these animals or even touch their carcasses. They
g your clothes. If you do, you will die, and the are ceremonially unclean for you.
=nger will strike the whole community of Israel. “Of all the marine animals, these are ones you may use
" the rest of the Israelites, your relatives, may for food. You may eat anything from the water if it has both
ause of the Lorp’s fiery destruction of Nadab and fins and scales, whether taken from salt water or from
Sutyou must not leave the entrance of the Taberna- Streams. '9But you must never eat animals from the sea or
2u will die, for you have been anointed with the from rivers that do not have both fins and scales. They are
“ointing oil.” So they did as Moses commanded. detestable to you, This applies both to little creatures that
live in shallow water and to all creatures that live in deep wa-

“ons for Priestly Conduct
“= Lorp said to Aaron, #"You and your descendants
© drink wine or any other alcoholic drink before
the Tabernacle. If you do, you will die. Thisisa able to you.
~*aw foryou, and it must be observed from gener- 13“These are the birds that are detestable to you. You must
tion. 19You must distinguish between what is never eat them: the griffon vulture, the bearded vut
= what is common, between what is ceremonially  black vulture, 14the kite, falcons of all kinds, 1

Tng your heads.  10:7 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 10:9.
some of the animals, birds, and insects in this chapter is uncertain.

10:17 Or to make atoneme:
11:50r coney, or rock
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kinds, 'éthe eagle ow], the short-eared owl, the seagull, hawks
of all kinds, "the little ow, the cormorant, the great owl,
'8the barn owl, the desert owl, the Egyptian vulture, 19the
stork, herons of all kinds, the hoopoe, and the bat.
20"You must not eat winged insects that walk along the
ground; they are detestable to you. 2'You may, however, eat
winged insects that walk along the ground and have jointed
legs so they can jump. 22The insects you are permitted to eat
include all kinds of locusts, bald locusts, crickets, and grass-
hoppers. 2All other winged insects that walk along the
ground are detestable to you.
24“The following creatures will make you ceremonially
unclean. If any of you touch their carcasses, you will be de-
filed until evening. 25If you pick up their carcasses, you must
washyour clothes, and you will remain defiled until evening.
26"Any animal that has split hooves that are not evenly di-
vided or that does not chew the cud is unclean for you. If
you touch the carcass of such an animal, you will be defiled.
270f the animals that walk on all fours, those that have paws
are unclean. If you touch the carcass of such an animal, you
~will be defiled until evening. 28If you pick up its carcass, you
must wash your clothes, and you will remain defiled until
evening. These animals are unclean for you.
2"Of the small animals that scurry along the ground,
these are unclean for you: the mole rat, the rat, large lizards
of allkinds, 30the gecko, the monitor lizard, the common liz-
ard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31All these small an-
imals are unclean for you. If any of you touch the dead body
of such an animal, you will be defiled until evening. 32If such
ananimal dies and falls on something, that object will be un-
clean. This is true whether the object is made of wood, cloth,
leather, or burlap. Whatever its use, you must dip it in water,
and it will remain defiled until evening. After that, it will be
ceremonially clean and may be used again.
33"If such an animal falls into a clay pot, everything in the
pot will be defiled, and the pot must be smashed. 34If the
water from such a container spills on any food, the food will
be defiled. And any beverage in such a container will be de-
filed. 35Any object on which the carcass of such an animal
falls will be defiled. If it is an oven or hearth, it must be de-
stroyed, for it is defiled, and you must treat it accordingly.
36"However, if the carcass of such an animal falls into a
spring or a cistern, the water will still be clean. But anyone
who touches the carcass will be defiled. 37If the carcass falls
on seed grain to be planted in the field, the seed will still be
considered clean. 38But if the seed is wet when the carcass
falls on it, the seed will be defiled.
3%“If an animal you are permitted to eat dies and you
touch its carcass, you will be defiled until evening. 4°If you
eat any of its meat or carry away its carcass, you must wash
your clothes, and you will remain defiled until evening.
41”All small animals that scurry along the ground are de-
testable, and you must never eat them. 42This includes all
animals that slither along on their bellies, as well as those
with four legs and those with many feet. All such animals
that scurry along the ground are detestable, and you must
never eat them. 4Do not defile yourselves by touching
them. You must not make yourselves ceremonially unclean
because of them. 44For I am the Lorp your God. You must
consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. So do
not defile yourselves with any of these small animals that
scurry along the ground. 45For I, the Lorp, am the one who
brought you up from the land of Egypt, that I might be your
God. Therefore, you must be holy because I am holy.
46“These are the instructions regarding land animals,

12:6 Hebrew Tent of Meeting.
this passage is used to describe various skin diseases.

12:7 Or to make atonement for her; alsoin 12:8.
13:2b Or one of his descendants.

birds, marine creatures, and animals that scurry along the
ground. /By these instructions you will know what is un-
clean and clean, and which animals may be eaten and which
may not be eaten.”

Purification after Childbirth ’
1 2 The Loro said to Moses, 2“Give the following instruc-
tions to the people of Israel. If a woman becomes
pregnant and gives birth to a son, she will be ceremonially
unclean for seven days, just as she is unclean during her
menstrual period. 30n the eighth day the boy’s foreskin
must be circumcised. After waiting thirty-three days, she
will be purified from the bleeding of childbirth. During this
time of purification, she must not touch anything that is set
apart as holy. And she must not enter the sanctuary until her
time of purification is over. SIf a woman gives birth to a
daughter, she will be ceremonially unclean for two weeks,
just as she is unclean during her menstrual period. After
waiting sixty-six days, she will be purified from the bleeding
of childbirth.
6“When the time of purification is completed for eithera
son or a daughter, the woman must bring a one-year-old
lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or turtledove
for a purification offering. She must bring her offerings to
the priest at the entrance of the Tabernacle.* 7The priest
will then present them to the Loro to purify her.* Then she
will be ceremonially clean again after her bleeding at child-
birth. These are the instructions for awoman after the birth
of a son or a daughter. |
8If a woman cannot afford to bring a lamb, she must 3
bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons. One will be for i
the burnt offering and the other for the purification offer- i
ing. The priest will sacrifice them to purify her, and she will
be ceremonially clean.”

Serious Skin Diseases
1 The Lorb said to Moses and Aaron, 2“If anyone hasz
swelling or a rash or discolored skin that might de-
velop into a serious skin disease,* that person must be i
brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons.* 3The
priest will examine the affected area of the skin. If the hair
in the affected area has turned white and the problem ap-
pears to be more than skin-deep, it is a serious skin disease
and the priest who examines it must pronounce the persan
ceremonially unclean.
+“But if the affected area of the skin is only a white discat
oration and does not appear to be more than skin-deep, andf
the hair on the spot has not turned white, the priest will quas
antine the person for seven days. 5On the seventh day te
priest will make another examination. If he finds the affeciet
area has not changed and the problem has not spread on g
skin, the priest will quarantine the person for seven mas
days. 60n the seventh day the priest will make another exame
nation. If he finds the affected area has faded and has nm
spread, the priest will pronounce the person ceremonialit ;
clean. It was only a rash. The person’s clothing must &
washed, and the person will be ceremonially clean. 7But if S
rash continues to spread after the person has been examine il
by the priest and has been pronounced clean, the infecest’
person must return to be examined again. If the priest f
that the rash has spread, he must pronounce the person cz=
monially unclean, for it is indeed a skin disease.
9“Anyone who develops a serious skin disease must
the priest for an examination. 1°If the priest finds a
swelling on the skin, and some hair on the spot has
13:2a Traditionally rendered leprosy. The Hebrew word used throsm
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‘2, and there is an open sore in the affected area, Mitisa tine the person for another seven days. 34On the seventh day

nic skin disease, and the priest must pronounce the he will examine the sore again. If it has not spread and ap-

pears to be no more than skin-deep, the priest will pro-
nounce the person ceremonially clean. The person’s
clothing must be washed, and the person will be ceremoni-
ally clean. 35But if the scabby sore begins to spread after the
person is pronounced clean, 36the priest must do another
examination. If he finds that the sore has spread, the priest
does not need to look for yellow hair. The infected person is
ceremonially unclean. 37But if the color of the scabby sore
does not change and black hair has grown on it, it has
healed. The priest will then pronounce the person ceremo-
nially clean.
38“If anyone, either a man or woman, has shiny white
patches on the skin, 39the priest must examine the affected
area. If he finds that the shiny patches are only pale white,
this is a harmless skin rash, and the person is ceremonially
clean.
40“If aman loses his hair and his head becomes bald, he is
still ceremonially clean. 4'And if he loses hair on his fore-
head, he simply has a bald forehead; he is still clean.
“2However, if a reddish white sore appears on the bald area
at the top or back of his head, this is a skin disease. 43The
priest must examine him, and if he finds swelling around
the reddish white sore anywhere on the man’s head and it
looks like a skin disease, “the man is indeed infected with a
skin disease and is unclean. The priest must pronounce him
ceremonially unclean because of the sore on his head.
4“Those who suffer from a serious skin disease must
tear their clothing and leave their hair uncombed.* They
must cover their mouth and call out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!”
“6As long as the serious disease lasts, they will be ceremoni-
ally unclean. They must live in isolation in their place out-
side the camp.

uarantined, for it is obvious that the skin is defiled

skin, covering the body from head to foot. '3When the
t examines the infected person and finds that the dis-

monially clean. Since the skin has turned completely
° the person is clean. 14But if any open sores appear,
nfected person will be pronounced ceremonially un-

of askin disease. 16However, if the open sores heal and
‘hite like the rest of the skin, the person must return to

ndeed turned white, the priest will then pronounce
=rson ceremonially clean by declaring, ‘You are clean!’
fanyone has a boil on the skin that has started to heal,
= white swelling or a reddish white spot develops in its
that person must go to the priest to be examined. 20If
“est examines it and finds it to be more than skin-
2nd if the hair in the affected area has turned white,
“est must pronounce the person ceremonially un-
The boil has become a serious skin disease. 2'But if
“est finds no white hair on the affected area and the
T appears to be no more than skin-deep and has
‘e priest must quarantine the person for seven days.
-ing that time the affected area spreads on the skin,
=st must pronounce the person ceremonially un-
ecause it is a serious disease. Z3But if the area grows
=<7 and does not spread, it is merely the scar from the
~d the priest will pronounce the person ceremonially

anyone has suffered a burn on the skin and the
area changes color, becoming either reddish white
vhite, 25the priest must examine it. If he finds that
n the affected area has turned white and the prob-
~=ars to be more than skin-deep, a skin disease has
utin the burn. The priest must then pronounce the
=remonially unclean, for it is clearly a serious skin
“But if the priest finds no white hair on the af-
“22 and the problem appears to be no more than
o and has faded, the priest must quarantine the in-
-erson for seven days. 27On the seventh day the
st examine the person again. If the affected area
=2 on the skin, the priest must pronounce that per-
~onially unclean, for it is clearly a serious skin dis-
*1f the affected area has not changed or spread on
~d has faded, it is simply a swelling from the burn.
¢ will then pronounce the person ceremonially
tis only the scar from the burn.
“vone, either a man or woman, has a sore on the
1, 3the priest must examine it. If he finds it is
skin-deep and has fine yellow hair on it, the
onounce the person ceremonially unclean. It
sore of the head or chin. 31If the priest examines
ore and finds that it is only skin-deep but there
7air on it, he must quarantine the person for
*20n the seventh day the priest must examine
=in. If he finds that the scabby sore has not
“ere is no yellow hair on it, and it appears to be
==D, 33the person must shave off all hair except

Treatment of Contaminated Clothing

“7“Now suppose mildew* contaminates some woolen or
linen clothing, 4woolen or linen fabric, the hide of an ani-
mal, or anything made of leather. 49If the contaminated area
in the clothing, the animal hide, the fabric, or the leather ar-
ticle has turned greenish or reddish, it is contaminated with
mildew and must be shown to the priest, 50After examining
the affected spot, the priest will put the article in quarantine
for seven days. 5'0n the seventh day the priest must inspect
itagain. If the contaminated area has spread, the clothing or
fabric or leather is clearly contaminated by a serious mildew
and is ceremonially unclean. 52The priest must burn the
item—the clothing, the woolen or linen fabric, or piece of
leather—for it has been contaminated by a serious mildew.
It must be completely destroyed by fire.

53“But if the priest examines it and finds that the contam-

inated area has not spread in the clothing, the fabric, or the
leather, 54the priest will order the object to be washed and
then quarantined for seven more days. S5Then the priest
must examine the object again. If he finds that the contami-
nated area has not changed color after being washed, even if
it did not spread, the object is defiled. It must be completely
burned up, whether the contaminated spot* is on the inside
or outside. 56But if the priest examines it and finds that the
contaminated area has faded after being washed, he must
cut the spot from the clothing, the fabric, or the leather. 57If
the spot later reappears on the clothing, the fabric, or the
leather article, the mildew is clearly spreadin g, and the con-
taminated object must be burned up. $8But if the spot dis-
"¢ affected area. Then the priest must quaran- appears from the clothing, the fabric, or the leather article

ver their heads.  13:47 Traditionally rendered leprosy. The Hebrew term used throughout this passa geisth e
=s described in 13:1-46.  13:55 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.
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after it has been washed, it must be washed again; then it
will be ceremonially clean.

59“These are the instructions for dealing with mildew
that contaminates woolen or linen clothing or fabric or any-
thing made of leather. This is how the priest will determine
whether these items are ceremonially clean or unclean.”

Cleansing from Skin Diseases
1 And the Lorp said to Moses, 2“The following instruc-
tions are for those seeking ceremonial purification
from a skin disease.* Those who have been healed must be
brought to the priest, 3who will examine them at a place out-
side the camp. If the priest finds that someone has been
healed of a serious skin disease, 4he will perform a purifica-
tion ceremony, using two live birds that are ceremonially
clean, a stick of cedar,* some scarlet yarn, and a hyssop
branch. 5The priest will order that one bird be slaughtered
over a clay pot filled with fresh water. 6He will take the live
bird, the cedar stick, the scarlet yarn, and the hyssop branch,
and dip them into the blood of the bird that was slaughtered
over the fresh water. 7The priest will then sprinkle the blood
of the dead bird seven times on the person being purified of
the skin disease. When the priest has purified the person,
he will release the live bird in the open field to fly away.
8The persons being purified must then wash their
clothes, shave off all their hair, and bathe themselves in wa-
ter. Then they will be ceremonially clean and may return to
the camp. However, they must remain outside their tents for
seven days. °On the seventh day they must again shave all
the hair from their heads, including the hair of the beard
and eyebrows. They must also wash their clothes and bathe
themselves in water. Then they will be ceremonially clean.
19“On the eighth day each person being purified must
bring two male lambs and a one-year-old female lamb, all
with no defects, along with a grain offering of six quarts* of
choice flour moistened with olive oil, and a cup* of olive oil.
"Then the officiating priest will present that person for pu-
rification, along with the offerings, before the Lorp at the
entrance of the Tabernacle.* 12The priest will take one of
the male lambs and the olive oil and present them as a guilt
offering, lifting them up as a special offering before the
Lorb. 3He will then slaughter the male lamb in the sacred
area where sin offerings and burnt offerings are slaugh-
tered. As with the sin offering, the guilt offering belongs to
the priest. It is a most holy offering. 14The priest will then
take some of the blood of the guilt offering and apply it to
the lobe of the right ear, the thumb of the right hand, and
the big toe of the right foot of the person being purified.
15“Then the priest will pour some of the olive oil into the
palm of his own left hand. '6He will dip his right finger into
the oil in his palm and sprinkle some of it with his finger
seven times before the Lorp. 17The priest will then apply
some of the oil in his palm over the blood from the guilt of-
fering that is on the lobe of the right ear, the thumb of the
righthand, and the big toe of the right foot of the person be-
ing purified. '8The priest will apply the oil remaining in his
hand to the head of the person being purified. Through this
process, the priest will purify* the person before the Lorp.
1“Then the priest must present the sin offering to purify
the person who was cured of the skin disease. After that, the
priest will slaughter the burnt offering 20and offer it on
the altar along with the grain offering. Through this process,
the priest will purify the person who was healed, and the
person will be ceremonially clean.

21“But anyone who is too poor and cannot afford these
offerings may bring one male lamb for a guilt offering, to -
be lifted up as a special offering for purification. The per-
son must also bring two quarts* of choice flour moistened ‘.‘
with olive oil for the grain offering and a cup of olive oil. .
22The offering must also include two,turtledoves or two
young pigeons, whichever the person can afford. One of
the pair must be used for the sin offering and the other for -
a burnt offering. 20n the eighth day of the purification
ceremony, the person being purified must bring the offer-
ings to the priest in the Lorp’s presence at the entrance of
the Tabernacle. 2¢The priest will take the lamb for the guilt
offering, along with the olive oil, and lift them up as a spe-
cial offering to the Lorp. 25Then the priest will slaughter
the lamb for the guilt offering. He will take some of its
blood and apply it to the lobe of the right ear, the thumb of
the right hand, and the big toe of the right foot of the pet-
son being purified.

26“The priest will also pour some of the olive oil into the
palm of his own left hand. 27He will dip his right finger into
the oil in his palm and sprinkle some of it seven times be-
fore the Lorp. 28The priest will then apply some of the oilin
his palm over the blood from the guilt offering that is on the
lobe of theright ear, the thumb of the right hand, and the big
toe of the right foot of the person being purified. 29The
priest will apply the oil remaining in his hand to the head of
the person being purified. Through this process, the priest
will purify the person before the Lorb.

30“Then the priest will offer the two turtledoves or the
two young pigeons, whichever the person can afford. 310ne
of them is for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offer-
ing, to be presented along with the grain offering. Through
this process, the priest will purify the person before the
Loro. 32These are the instructions for purification for those
who have recovered from a serious skin disease but whe
cannot afford to bring the offerings normally required for
the ceremony of purification.”

Treatment of Contaminated Houses
33Then the Lorp said to Moses and Aaron, 3#'When you ar-
rive in Canaan, the land I am giving you as your own posses-
sion, I may contaminate some of the houses in your lang
with mildew.* 35The owner of such a house must then go &
the priest and say, ‘It appears that my house has some king
of mildew.’ 36Before the priest goes in to inspect the house
he must have the house emptied so nothing inside will b
pronounced ceremonially unclean. 37Then the priest willge
inand examine the mildew on the walls. If he finds greenish
or reddish streaks and the contamination appears to g
deeper than the wall’s surface, 38the priest will step outside:
the door and put the house in quarantine for seven day
390n the seventh day the priest must return for another &
spection. If he finds that the mildew on the walls of the
house has spread, 40the priest must order that the stone:
from those areas be removed. The contaminated materi
will then be taken outside the town to an area designated &
ceremonially unclean. 4'Next the inside walls of the entiz
house must be scraped thoroughly and the scraping.
dumped in the unclean place outside the town. 420the’
stones will be brought in to replace the ones that were e
moved, and the walls will be replastered.

43“But if the mildew reappears after all the stones hae
been replaced and the house has been scraped and repla
tered, +4the priest must return and inspect the house agaim

14:2 Traditionally rendered leprosy; seenoteon 13:2a.  14:4 Or juniper; also in 14:6,49,51.  14:10a Hebrew %o of an ephah [6.6 liters].

14:10b Hebrew 110g (0.3 liters); also in 14:21.
in14:19,20,21,29,31,53.  14:21 Hebrew %o of an ephah [2.2 liters).

14:11 Hebrew Tent of Meeting; also in 14:23.
14:34 Traditionally rendered leprosy; see note on 13:47.

14:18 Or will make atonement for; similarly

"= with the discharge, you must wash

7€ finds that the mildew has spread, the walls are clearly
taminated with a serious mildew, and the house is de-
“It must be torn down, and all its stones, timbers, and
er must be carried out of town to the place designated
remonially unclean. 46Those who enter the house dur-
= [he period of quarantine will be ceremonially unclean

- evening, “7and all who sleep or eat in the house must

=0 their clothing,

““But if_ the priest returns for his inspection and finds
"zt the mildew has not reappeared in the house after the
“==n plastering, he will pronounce it clean because the mil-

is clegrly gone. 49To purify the house the priest must

“2 two birds, a stick of cedar, some scarletyarn,and a hys-

D pranch: °He will slaughter one of the birds over a clay

filled with fresh water. 5"He will take the cedar stick, the

s30p branch, the scarlet yarn, and the live bird, and dip

zem into the blood of the slaughtered bird and into the
the house seven times. |

1 water. Then he will sprinkle
*hen the priest has purified the house in exactly thisway,
“2 will release the live bird in the open fields outside thé (
7. Through this process, the priest will purify the house,
"2 it will be ceremonially clean. ' i
“'These are the instructions for dealing with serious t
n diseases,* including scabby sores; 55and mildew * T
“zther on clothing or in a house; 56and a swelling on thle V
7, arash, or discolored skin. 57This procedure will detei—
e avrvlhether a person or object is ceremonially clean or r
_ These are the instructions regarding skin diseases and g
dew. Ic

al

“odily Discharges di
‘,)‘ 5 The.LORD sqid to Moses and Aaron, 2“Give the follow- tt
i Ing instructions to the people of Israel. w

Any man who has a bodily discharge is ceremonially un- re
#n. 3This defilement is caused by his discharge, whether
discharge continues or stops. In either case the man is se
“lean. “Any bed on which the man with the discharge lies e
12 nything on which he sits will be ceremonially unclean. ge
- ''you touch the man's bed, you must wash your clothes Ta
1 batheyourself in water, and youwillremain unclean un- thy
=vening. €If you sit where the man with the discharge has pri
’oumust wash your clothes and bathe yourself in water, pu

2 you will remain unclean until evening. 7If you touch the'

4 ! your clothes and cer
€ yourself in water, and you will remain unclean until the
=ing. 8If the man spits on You, you must wash your am
“esand bathg yourself in water, and you will remain un- any
=1 until evening. 9Any saddle blanket on which the man bec
will be ceremonially unclean, 101 you touch anything mej

“* was under the man, you will be unclean until evening. bog
- must wash your clothes and bathe yourself in water, wit]

72 you will remain unclean until evening. If the man

“nes you without first rinsing his hands, you must wash Th

- . (
x clothes and ‘bathe yourself in water, and you will re-
Znunclean until evening. '2Any clay pot the man touches 7‘

"5t be broken, and any wooden utensil he touches must be pres

wsed with water.

When the man with the discharge is healed, he must
ntoff seven days for the period of purification. Then he ever
st wash his clothes and bathe himself in fresh water,and the I

ill be ceremonially clean, 140n the eighth day he must the c
two turtledoves or two young pigeons and come before 3
- Lorp atthe entrance of the Tabernacle* and give his of-  thes
785 to the priest. 5The priest will offer onebird forasin offer

54 :‘r_agiigtionally rendered leprosy; see note on 1 3:2a.
n 13:29,

2The
ente

14:55 Traditionally render
15:16 Hebrew un:

15:15 Or will make atonement for; also in 15:30.
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linen tunic and the linen undergarments worn next to his
body. He must tie the linen sash around his waist and put
the linen turban on his head. These are sacred garments, so
he must bathe himself in water before he puts them on.
5Aaron must take from the community of Israel two male
goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.
6“Aaron will present his own bull as a sin offering to pu-
rify himself and his family, making them right with the
Lorb.* 7Then he must take the two male goats and present
them to the Lorp at the entrance of the Tabernacle.* 8He is
to cast sacred lots to determine which goat wiil be reserved
as an offering to the Lorp and which will carry the sins of
the people to the wilderness of Azazel. Aaron will then
present as a sin offering the goat chosen by lot for the Lorp.
10The other goat, the scapegoat chosen by lot to be sent
away, will be kept alive, standing before the Lorp. When it
is sent away to Azazel in the wilderness, the people will be
purified and made right with the Lorp.*
11“Aaron will present his own bull as a sin offering to pu-
rify himself and his family, making them right with the
Lorb. After he has slaughtered the bull as a sin offering, *2he
will fill an incense burner with burning coals from the altar
that stands before the Lorp. Then he will take two handfuis
of fragrant powdered incense and will carry the burner and
the incense behind the inner curtain. '3There in the Lorp’s
presence he will put the incense on the burning coals so that
acloud of incense will rise over the Ark’s cover—the place of
atonement—that rests on the Ark of the Covenant.* If he
follows these instructions, he will not die. ¥Then he must
take some of the blood of the bull, dip his finger in it, and
sprinkle it on the east side of the atonement cover. He must
sprinkle blood seven times with his finger in front of the
atonement cover.
15“Then Aaron must slaughter the first goat as a sin offer-
ing for the people and carry its blood behind the inner cur-
tain. There he will sprinkle the goat’s blood over the
atonement cover and in front of it, just as he did with the
bull’s blood. 16Through this process, he will purify* the Most
Holy Place, and he will do the same for the entire Tabernacle,
because of the defiling sin and rebellion of the Israelites.
17No one else is allowed inside the Tabernacle when Aaron
enters it for the purification ceremony in the Most Holy
Place. No one may enter until he comes out again after puri-
fying himself, his family, and all the congregation of Israel,
making them right with the Loro.
18“Then Aaron will come out to purify the altar that
stands before the Lorp. He will do this by taking some of the
blood from the bull and the goat and putting it on each of
the horns of the altar. 9Then he must sprinkle the blood
with his finger seven times over the altar. In this way, he will
cleanse it from Israel’s defilement and make it holy.
20"When Aaron has finished purifying the Most Holy
Place and the Tabernacle and the altar, he must present the
live goat. 21He will lay both of his hands on the goat’s head
and confess over it all the wickedness, rebellion, and sins of
the people of Israel. In this way, he will transfer the people’s
sins to the head of the goat. Then a man specially chosen for
the task will drive the goat into the wilderness. 22As the goat
goes into the wilderness, it will carry all the people’s sins
upon itself into a desolate land.
23“When Aaron goes back into the Tabernacle, he must
take off the linen garmentshe was wearing when he entered

16:6 Or to make atonement for himself and his family; similarlyin 16:11, 17b, 24, 34.
16:13 Hebrew that is above the Testimony. The Hebrew word for “testimony” refers to the

16:10 Or wilderness, it will make atonement for the people.

terms of the LORD's.covenant with Israel as written on stone tablets, which were kept in the Ark, and also to the covenant itself.
16:29a Hebrew On the tenth day of the seventh month. This day in the ancient Hebrew lunar calendar occurre &
16:30 Or atonement will be made for you, to purify you.
17:4b Hebrew will be guilty of blood.

for; similarlyin 16:17a,18,20,27,33.
September or October.  16:29b Or must fast; also in 16:31.
cow. 17:4aHebrew Tent of Meeting; alsoin 17:5,6,9.

the Most Holy Place, and he must leave the garments there.
24Then he must bathe himself with water in a sacred place,
put on his regular garments, and go out to sacrifice a burnt
offering for himself and a burnt offering for the people.
Through this process, he will purify himself and the people,
making them right with the Lorp. 2sHe must then burn all
the fat of the sin offering on the altar. '

26“The man chosen to drive the scapegoat into the wil-
derness of Azazel must wash his clothes and bathe himself
in water. Then he may return to the camp.

27“The bull and the goat presented as sin offerings,
whose blood Aaron takes into the Most Holy Place for the
purification ceremony, will be carried outside the camp.
The animals’ hides, internal organs, and dung are all to be
burned. 28The man who burns them must wash his clothes
and bathe himself in water before returning to the camp.

29On the tenth day of the appointed month in early au-
tumn,* you must deny yourselves.* Neither native-born Is-
raelites nor foreigners living among you may do any kind of
work. This is a permanent law for you. 3°0On that day offer-
ings of purification will be made for you,* and you will be
purified in the Lorp’s presence from all your sins. 3'It will
be a Sabbath day of complete rest for you, and you must
deny yourselves. This is a permanent law for you. 32In future
generations, the purification* ceremony will be performed
by the priest who has been anointed and ordained to serve
as high priest in place of his ancestor Aaron. He will put o&
the holy linen garments 33and purify the Most Holy Place
the Tabernacle, the altar, the priests, and the entire congre
gation. 3¢This is a permanent law for you, to purify the pee-—
ple of Israel from their sins, making them right with
Lorp once each year.” @

Moses followed all these instructions exactly as the Lors
had commanded him.

Prohibitions against Eating Blood
1 Then the Loro said to Moses, 2“Give the following i
structions to Aaron and his sons and all the people @
Israel. This is what the Lorp has commanded.
3“If any native Israelite sacrifices a bull* or a lamb or&
goat anywhere inside or outside the camp 4instead of bring
ing it to the enfrance of the Tabernacle* to present itas&
offering to the Lorp, that person will be as guilty as a mu
derer.* Such a person has shed blood and will be cut &
from the community. SThe purpose of this rule is to stop
Israelites from sacrificing animals in the open fields. It
ensure that they bring their sacrifices to the priest at thees
trance of the Tabernacle, so he can present them to &
Lorp as peace offerings. ¢Then the priest will be able
splatter the blood against the LorD’s altar at the entrance
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19“Do not have sexual relations with a woman during her
period of menstrual impurity.

20“Do not defile yourself by having sexual intercourse
with your neighbor’s wife.

21"Do not permit any of your children to be offered as a
sacrifice to Molech, for you must not bring shame on the
name of your God. I am theLorb.

22“Do not practice homosexuality, having sex with an-
other man as with a woman. It is a detestable sin.

23“A man must not defile himself by having sex with an
animal. And a woman must not offer herself to a male ani-
mal to have intercourse with it. This is a perverse act.

24“Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, for the
people I am driving out before you have defiled themselves
in all these ways. 25Because the entire land has become de-
filed, I am punishing the people who live there. I will cause
the land to vomit them out. 26You must obey all my decrees
and regulations. You must not commit any of these detest-
able sins. This applies both to native-born Israelites and to
the foreigners living among you.

27“All these detestable activities are practiced by the peo-
ple of the land where I am taking you, and this is how the
land has become defiled. 2880 do not defile the land and give
it a reason to vomit you out, as it will vomit out the people
who live there now. 2Whoever commits any of these de-
testable sins will be cut off from the community of Israel.
3080 obey my instructions, and do not defile yourselves by
committing any of these detestable practices that were
committed by the people who lived in the land before you. I
am the Lorp your God.”

Holiness in Personal Conduct
1 The Lorb also said to Moses, 2“Give the following in-
structions to the entire community of Israel. You
must be holy because I, the Lorp your God, am holy.

3“Each of you must show great respect for your mother
and father, and you must always observe my Sabbath days of
rest. I am the Lorp your God.

4“Do not put your trust in idols or make metal images of
gods for yourselves. I am the Lorp your God.

S“When you sacrifice a peace offering to the Lorb, offer
it properly so you* will be accepted by God. 6The sacrifice
must be eaten on the same day you offer it or on the next
day. Whatever is left over until the third day must be com-
pletely burned up. 7If any of the sacrifice is eaten on the
third day, it will be contaminated, and I will not accept it.
8Anyone who eats it on the third day will be punished for de-
filing what is holy to the Lorp and will be cut off from the
community.

2“When you harvest the crops of your land, do not har-
vest the grain along the edges of your fields, and do not pick
up what the harvesters drop. 101t is the same with your grape
crop—do not strip every last bunch of grapes from the vines,
and do not pick up the grapes that fall to the ground. Leave
them for the poor and the foreigners living among you. Iam
the Lorp your God.

1“Do not steal.

“Do not deceive or cheat one another.

12“Do not bring shame on the name of your God by using
it to swear falsely. I am the Lorb.

13“Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.

“Do not make your hired workers wait until the next day
to receive their pay.

4“Do not insult the deaf or cause the blind to stumble
You must fear your God; I am the Loro.
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“If any of them offer their children as a sacrifice to
Molech, they must be put to death. The people of the com-
munity must stone them to death. 3I myself will turn against
them and cut them off from the community, because they
have defiled my sanctuary and brought shame on my holy
name by offering their children to Molech. 4And if the peo-
ple of the community ignore those who offertheir children
to Molech and refuse to execute them, I myself will turn
against them and their families and will cut them off from
the community. This will happen to all who commit spiri-
tual prostitution by worshiping Molech.

6“Twill also turn against those who commit spiritual pros- = ~
titution by putting their trust in mediums or in those who
consult the spirits of the dead. I will cut them off from the
community. 7So set yourselves apart to be holy, for I am the
LoRb your God. 8Keep all my decrees by putting them into
practice, for I am the Lorp who makes you holy.

9“Anyone who dishonors* father or mother must be put
to death. Such a person is guilty of a capital offense.

10“If a man commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife
both the man and the woman who have committed adultery
must be put to death.
11“If a man violates his father by having sex with one of
his father’s wives, both the man and the woman must be put
to death, for they are guilty of a capital offense.
12“If 3 man has sex with his daughter-in-law, both must
be put to death. They have committed a perverse act and are
guilty of a capital offense.
13“If a man practices homosexuality, having sex with an=
other man as with a woman, both men have committeda def ~
testable act. They must both be put to death, for they are. -
guilty of a capital offense.
14“If aman marries both a woman and her mother, he has
committed a wicked act. The man and both women mustbe. .
burned to death to wipe out such wickedness from among
ou.
15“If a man has sex with an animal, he must be put &
death, and the animal must be killed. : .
16“If a woman presents herself to a male animal to hawe
intercourse with it, she and the animal must both be put&®
death. You must kill both, for they are guilty of a capital a& .
fense.

17“If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either ks
father or his mother, and they have sexual relations, it i
shameful disgrace. They must be publicly cut off from &
community. Since the man has violated his sister, he will b
punished for his sin.

18If a man has sexual relations with a woman during het
menstrual period, both of them must be cut off from @
community, for together they have exposed the source
her blood flow.

15“Do not twist justice in legal matters by favoring the
poor or being partial to the rich and powerful. Always judge
people fairly.

16“Do not spread slanderous gossip among your people.*

“Do not stand idly by when your neighbor’s life is threat-
ened. I am the Lorb.

17“Do not nurse hatred in your heart for any of your rela-
tives.* Confront people directly so you will not be held guilty
for their sin.

18“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow
Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lorp.

19“You must obey all my decrees.

“Do not mate two different kinds of animals. Do not plant
your field with two different kinds of seed. Do not wear
clothing woven from two different kinds of thread.

20“If a man has sex with a slave girl whose freedom has
never been purchased but who is committed to become an-
other man'’s wife, he must pay full compensation to her mas-
ter. But since she is not a free woman, neither the man nor
the woman will be put to death. 2'The man, however, must
~ bring a ram as a guilt offering and present it to the Lorb at
the entrance of the Tabernacle.* 22The priest will then pu-
rify him* before the Lorp with the ram of the guilt offering,
and the man’s sin will be forgiven.

23“When you enter the land and plant fruit trees, leave
the fruit unharvested for the first three years and consider it
forbidden.* Do not eat it. 24In the fourth year the entire crop
must be consecrated to the Lorp as a celebration of praise.
2sFinally, in the fifth year you may eat the fruit. If you follow
this pattern, your harvest will increase. I am the Lorp your
God.

26"Do not eat meat that has not been drained of its blood.

“Do not practice fortune-telling or witchcraft.

27"Do not trim off the hair on your temples or trim your
beards.

28"Do not cut your bodies for the dead, and do not mark Y«
your skin with tattoos. I am the Lorb.

29“Do not defile your daughter by making her a prosti-
tute, or the land will be filled with prostitution and wicked-
ness. 3

30“Keep my Sabbath days of rest, and show reverence to-
ward my sanctuary. I am the Lorp.

31“Do not defile yourselves by turning to mediums or to
those who consult the spirits of the dead.Iam the Lorp your
God.

32“Stand up in the presence of the elderly, and show re-
spect for the aged. Fear your God. I am the Lorb.

33“Do not take advantage of foreigners who live among
you in your land. 34Treat them like native-born Israelites,
and love them as you love yourself. Remember that you were
once foreigners living in the land of Egypt. I am the Lorp
your God. 19“Do not have sexual relations with your aunt, wheths
35“Do not use dishonest standards when measuring your mother’s sister or your father’s sister. This would d
length, weight, or volume. 36Your scales and weights must honor a close relative. Both parties are guilty and will %8
be accurate. Your containers for measuring dry materialsor punished for their sin.
liquids must be accurate.* I am the Lorp your God who  20“If a man has sex with his uncle’s wife, he has violaiit,
brought you out of the land of Egypt. his uncle. Both the man and woman will be punished
37"You must be careful to keep all of my decrees and reg-  their sin, and they will die childless.
ulations by putting them into practice. I am the Lorp.” 21“If a man marries his brother’s wife, it is an act of img
rity. He has violated his brother, and the guilty couple
Punishments for Disobedience remain childless.
20 The Lorb said to Moses, 2“Give the people of Israel  22“You must keep all my decrees and regulations by p
these instructions, which apply both to native Israel- ting them into practice; otherwise the land to which I
ites and to the foreigners living in Israel. bringing you as your new home will vomit you out. 2Domi
19:16 Hebrew Do not act as a merchant toward your own people.

19:17 Hebrew for your brother.  19:21 Hebrew Tent of Meeting.  19:22 Or make
atonement for him. 19:23 Hebrew consider it uncircumcised. 19:36 Hebrew Use an honest ephah [a dry measure) and an honest hin [a liquid measure:

20:9 Greek version reads Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of. Compare Matt 15:4; Mark 7:10.
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may not approach the altar to offer food to his God.
22However, he may eat from the food offered to God, includ-
ing the holy offerings and the most holy offerings. 23Yet be-
cause of his physical defect, he may not enter the room
behind the inner curtain or approach the altar, for this
would defile my holy places.  am the Lorp who makes them
holy.” i

2480 Moses gave these instructions to Aaron and his sons
and to all the Israelites.

2 2 The Lorp said to Moses, 2“Tell Aaron and his sons to

be very careful with the sacred gifts that the Israel-
ites set apart for me, so they do not bring shame on my holy
name. Iam the Lorb. 3Give them the following instructions.

“In all future generations, if any of your descendants is
ceremonially unclean when he approaches the sacred offer-
ings that the people of Israel consecrate to the Lorb, he
must be cut off from my presence. I am the Lorp.

+If any of Aaron’s descendants has a skin disease* or any
kind of discharge that makes him ceremonially unclean, he
may not eat from the sacred offerings until he has been pro-
nounced clean. He also becomes unclean by touching a
corpse, or by having an emission of semen, Sor by touchinga
small animal that is unclean, or by touching someone who is
ceremonially unclean for any reason. The man who is de-
filed in any of these ways will remain uriclean until evening.
He may not eat from the sacred offerings until he has
bathed himself in water. ZWhen the sun goes down, he will
be ceremonially clean again and may eat from the sacred of-
ferings, for this is his food. 8He may not eat an animal that
has died a natural death or has been torn apart by wild ani-
mals, for this would defile him. I am the Lorp.

9“The priests must follow my instructions carefully. Oth-
erwise they will be punished for their sin and will die for vio-
lating my instructions. I am the Lorp who makes them holy.

1“No one outside a priest’s family may eat the sacred of-
ferings. Even guests and hired workers in a priest’s home
are not allowed to eat them. ""However, if the priest buys a
slave for himself, the slave may eat from the sacred offer-
ings. And if his slaves have children, they also may share his
food. 12If a priest’s daughter marries someone outside the
priestly family, she may no longer eat the sacred offerings.
13But if she becomes a widow or is divorced and has no chil-
dren to support her, and she returns to live in her father's
home as in her youth, she may eat her father’s food again.
Otherwise, no one outside a priest’s family may eat the sa-
cred offerings.

4“Any such person who eats the sacred offerings with-
out realizing it must pay the priest for the amount eaten,
plus an additional 20 percent. 15The priests must not let the
Israelites defile the sacred offerings brought to the Lorp
16by allowing unauthorized people to eat them. This would
bring guilt upon them and require them to pay compensa-
tion. I am the Lorp who makes them holy.”

Worthy and Unworthy Offerings

17And the Lorp said to Moses, 18“Give Aaron and his sons
and all the Israelites these instructions, which apply both to
native Israelites and to the foreigners living among you.

“If you present a gift as a burnt offering to the Loro,
whether it is to fulfillavow oris a voluntary offering, '%you*
will be accepted only if your offering is a male animal with
no defects. It may be a bull, a ram, or a male goat. 22D
present an animal with defects, because the Lozp will not
accept it on your behalf.
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eTnishead.  22:4 Traditionally rendered leprosy; seenoteon 13:2a.  22:19 Orit.
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